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INTRODUCTION

Th> formation of an institute of tropical agriculture hzs heesn undar
consideration by the leaders in egriculture in this hamisphore for szveral
decades, It has becn discussed from time to time ac far back «s the first
Inter-imerican Confercnce on Agriculture held in Washington in 1930, The
movement received considerable impetus when Vice President Henry Wellace,
then Szcratary of Agriculture of the Unitad States, presented a paper at
the Eighth Scientific Congress held in ‘Washington in 1940 advocating the
formation of such an Institute. At that time he stated: : -

— ——-——“'—"-‘-—”

"It is our sincere belief that the establishnsnt of an Institute of
Tropical Agriculture is vital if vestern Hemisphere acriculture is to develop
as it should. This proposal, which we in thz Dapartm:nt of Agriculture have
been considering for a couple of y2ars, has been endorsed by President
Rooscevelt's Interdepartmental Committee on Cooperation with the American
Republics, The Institute would s2rve &s a symbol of amity and of the economic
and cultural relations between the Americas, It would lecad to a better
balanced agriculturzl economy in the Westorn Hemisphere. It would be in a
position to present comprehensive date on the vital agricultural probl:znms of
all the American Republics, It would davcelop 2 broad knowledge of pests and
discases cammon to the great tropical region. In bringing togeth:r students
in agricultural science, it would promote a mutual understanding between these
future leaders in agriculture, Through cooperative research it would work

toward the solution of scrious problsms in crop and animal production such

as the Sigotoka disecase of banas, Witchbroom and lanilia rot of cacao and
animal parasites. N ~

"The Institute would not only nrovide technical treining »ut also en
opportunity to acguire a knowledgz of the loncuages and th: varied busincss
mcthods, standards of ethics, and vicwpoints of the ‘Jestern Hamisphere.

"Reszarch on rubber production should mect with the approval of &ll
thosc intzrcsted in or responsiblz for JWestern Hemisphere policies, Rubbzr
is the most important of 211 tropical agricultural products, Although
indigenous to South america, rubber is not grown there coumcrcially to any
extent., Indications are, that it could be and shoul” he an important product
of this hemisphere, The Goodyeor Compony with its plentings in Costa Rica
and Panama, a2nd the Ford Company with its plzntings in thc amazon rcgion of
Brazil, hav: pioncered in the plantation-production of rubber here, Reszarch
should bc undertaken on nodarn production methods under which we may
" emphasize soil management and the developing of certain important high-yislding




discase aad insect resistant strains whici caa b: used i hud-
grafting. Such researchi would dourtless lead to tas o
production of rubber.

Wt is our fcelin; that an institute of tronical asriculture
cannot be establishsd unless, in the vezinnin: at leoust, t.iz bulk
of the necesiary funds are subscribed by private foundations or
individuals., GCovernments of the Anerican Republics could partici-
pate directly by sending students to study in the Institute, as-
signing prodlems to the Institute for scluticn, and perhaps
furnishing part of the faculty. The probless assizned to tae
Institute would be of a kini tiaat governments would find 1t
cheaper to pass ox to the Institute for solution. The Institute,
of course, would be equipped to work on large and ioortant
agricultural problens, at less cost and with crsater certainty
of solution than clsowhere.

"DiS cussions of tho Institute always bring up tiae question
of location., It is our feeling that it 'should te located in a
Latin-American Republic under good eanviromientzl living conditionms,
but, at the same tire, be sc situated as to b3 sezily accesgiale
to places having conditions favorable for tiz devzloomentv of
tropical crops like rubber, abaca aad vogetotle cils., Sonc
 governments have indicated a desirc to 2ave suck an institute in
their countrics, ani & willingness to furaish sites ror its

location." .
The groatest impctus was reczived wiien tae Cffice of tac
Coordinator of Inter=imerican Affairs elloczted 500,000 for
the construciion and cyeratios Tor tie first year of suck an
Institute. $35,000 o ticse fuads were made zvailadle to the
United States Departacnt of Azriculture in Octecter, 1941 for
the drawing up of rlans and makiaz of specificctions Tor the
nain »uildinzs. '

nder the ausnices of the Inter-aAncriczn Comniztee on
Azriculture, a cornittes of the Goveraing 3card oF tiie Fan
Liosrican Union, a conaittee of three members Iro.:n the DJepart-
ment of ~xriculture was sent to various couniries to iaspect
sites for the physical location of the Iastitute. In sumning
up their report to the Inter-american Committes on Azriculture,

D)

the ccrmission on the selection o sites said:

"Zaving stuldied all the facts obtainatle c

best site olrered by eaci country, it reaai:n

oacernins tae
for the committze
to evaluate those fzcts and to arrive at a d cion a3 o waiela
of all the sites offered scemed best adapted to the needs of the
proposed Iastitute., To this end, the following ccizarative
analysis of the data collected fcir one site in eacl country iwas
prepared, in which each o the factors aeretofore discussed was
broken doi and the :.10st fTaverable site in resiect to each factor
vias rated 1, the nioxt most favorable 2, and so, in other words,



the comnittee has ruted each proposed site in what it considers
to be its order of merit in regard., Tirst, to acccecsibility;
sceond, to facilities and service; taird, to health and of=-
ficicneyy; and fourth, to conditionz affecting studies in tropical
agriculture, In many casecs the dif7srcnces betwesn pronposed
locations on any factor were siall znd tae tabulation, psrians,
does not give an accurate picturc o the amount of differcace
which existed between the variouc sites, For instancs, in the
factor of health and erficiency there is a very slizht difference
between any two cites since one of the nrerecquisites of any site
was that it be located in a healthful area, However, the tatle
does represent the studied conclusion of the members of the cone~
cittee as to the relative merits of each of the proposcd sites.

"It will be noted that the Coctz Rica site, with a total of
six points, has a great advantage over any and ell other suggested
sites, and the committee therefor:s reco..mends that the site of-
Tered in Costa Rica near the city oi Turrialba be selected from
all the sites offered as being the vest adapted to the needs
of the Institute.

"The site which wzs finally chosen is near Turrialoa. The tovm
of Turrialba is on the main railrozd between San José end the chief
port, Puerto Limbn, in what is called thc Valley of the Reventazdn,
after the river by that name which yasses through ite It is also
on the highway from San José to Lindn, wiica is at present ﬁartially
completed, It is 112 kilometors from Limdn and 75 fraa San José.

The road to San José is normally a:czotiable in abcut onc and one-half
hours, The specific site sclected adjoins the outsikirts of Turrialba
and comprises all of Finca Cabirie (240 hecctares), a part of Finca
Florencia (110 hectares), and part of Finca Aragdn (150 hectzares),

a total of 500 hectares, These arc adjoining tracts and, togetier,
form a body of land s rhicn will be ::¢ll adaptcd to the growing of

many tropiczl crops, and, at thc sxi2 tine, will furzizh an attractive
building sites The lands lic alozg, and form a part of the area on
both sides of, a paved highway and on a branch of ths railroad to
Pejevalle, It is at an altitude o7 2,050 feet. Ths climate is
typicel of the wct tropics agriculturally, as indicatcd by the attacaed
tables, tut is hcaclthful and pleasznt.

"The soils are volcanic matcrizls varying from clays to coarse
gravels. In gencral, thc surfazc s30ils are of good t=xtur:s run-
ning down to coarser materials at 2 to 3 fect.s A4t prezent parts
of the arca appear to suff'er someii2ut from lack of drainsge, but
there is ample outlet so that wiih =zdequeate drains, it could be
put in good conditiorn. The terrain is attractive and desirable
for building sites and experinentil slotse The body of the property
is on a level mcsa overlooking ths river, which lics at a
considerably lower level,



nThis property would besuitable for cumerincnizl cultivation
of coffee, cacao, and zugar cane; cora znd rice; Iruit trees znd
vezetable crops; thoushr the climate is somevhst wet Ior certain of
thise, sueh as meagoes and avocados, it could be uzed for ocuperincn-
tel work on livostock and dairying, under tropical coaditions.
Rubber and abaca cun be grown experimentally, althcush the cleva=-
tion might prove slightly hizh Tor comnercial produczticn. Tae
region also lends itself vo investigation of tropiczl probloils
on =~ erosion control. Due tco the woll distributed rz2ianfzll, thcre
is no opportunity in Turrislbe itself for irrigatica studies, but
it would be entircly suitud to investigation and dé:onstration of
drainagc practiccs.e As a location for an cxtcnsive collection of
tropical plants, this sitc is execllent. The altitulic is not too
grcat for cultivating all s»icies common to tiac tropical lowlands,.
Therc is amplc opcortunity to develswy cinchona and ctiicr crops
requiring hign .lcvations within 2 to 3 kilomcters on thc slopes
of the n¢ighborinz hills and still further opportunitics within
10 kilomcters on the slopcs of the Turrislba volcanc. Barley, wheat,
potatoes, and other sierrz crovs arc now grovm commirceially on the
slopes of the Irazu volcano sbove Cartago and avout 20 kiloacters
from the sites Torard the Zast Coast tiere ars within 40 kilo=-
mcters cxtensivo sxreas of w3t lowlands suitadblc ror studying pro-
duction of rubber, ab.ci, znd oil palasz. For studying problems
under the seasonal conditions of thc interaediate clovations,
excellent areas zrc availabie in tae Alajuela regicn already
described and 100 kilomsters distante. The Unitoed Stutes Depart-
ment of Agriculture Burcau of rlant Industry Rubder Zxperiment
Station adjoining proroscd site and the extonsive Gcodycar plazta-
tion of Cairo 52 kilomesters distaat »y ruilroad, olfcr sxzcellent
opportunity for collaberation on tihis inportant crco> and in co-
operative use or the facilities devcloped.

nTurrialba thaus offcrs witain a distance of leo:zs tiaan two
hours by cir or tr.in sn zliiost conzlete cross-z.cvion of Tro-
Pical Anerican coniiticas. Zurthermorc, without ue actually
on thc seacoast ia an @ ‘\Wlhoalthy elinmcts, it repressats the wet
lorland rcgions that are so sitensive in Tropical Atirica.s To a
large duzreo the future develonnent of Tronic.l Amzrican agiti=-
culture depends v on the zolution of tae problems of these wet
lomland areas since tic hizhlands arc ..ors fully dorsloped.
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wThe towm of Turrialba could provide mozt of ti:2 supplies and
services rcquired for ths Inctitute, and also the city oi Cartago,
35 rilometers distant, is tiae caief vegotable-grovin: aand dairying
secticn of Costs Rica, The permeable naturce of the zoil znd tae
excellent natur-:l drainasze of thc arca serve to procont the
developmunt of roscuito larrao, taus dvereasinz th: likelihood
of ixzlarial infcction.
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necds of the Institute ~fen it is in full operation. It has
alrcady been dsterminod that cither onc of two avzilable porer
plants czn i a short period cf timc exp:ad tiacir producticn to
takce care of the electricity aseds of tac Iastitutc at extreacly
low cost. Ample sources of zravity twater ore availabls and can
be made available in any quantity desired. Building materials,
except steel and mechanical equipment, are available within the
country 2nd are of good quality. Labor in the Turrialba area ruans
from 2.25 colones (55 ceats) per hour per 8-hour day for common
labor to as much ac 8C for plumbers and clectricians. Carpenters,
painters, and masons can be obtained for from 4 te 6 C (91 to 1.50)
per day. Ia a geacral way, the figure used in estimating tae

cost of reinforced concrete buildings is about 160 C (540) per
square mster for the first floor and 190 C per square meter for
the second floor. ZEarthquake=resistznt construction is advisable.
dowever, although Turrialba has expcrienced nuny small quakes, it
has had none of serious proportions.n

The proposal of the Office of the Cocordinztor to allocate
$500,000 to the Institute and the report of the Committee on
the selection of the site were coansidered 2t the July 2024
meeting of the Governing Board of the Pan Alerican Uaione No
final action was tcoken zt this moezting aiad the project was
held over for consideration until after the usual swimer
vecation.

The projeet was 2gaia considcercd at 2 meeting of the
Governing Board of thc Pzn Amcrican Urioa on October 7, 1942.
At that mesting the folloring rcszolutioins rerc vasscds (1)
Creation of tiac Iastitutec, end (2) the zpjointmzzt c¢f Dr. BEarl
17, Bressman as Dircetor, 2nd ire Josd L. folom 23 Scerstury.

The Distriet of Columbia Corperation was Ternally sgraated oa
Junc 18, 1942 with the following By=-lxra znd Cortificate of
Incorporation:

- —— o =
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BY-LAWS

of
_’I‘H_E; INTER~-AMERICAN BJSTITE’I‘E OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

ARTICLE I
OFFICES

Section 1, The principal office shall be in the City of Washington,
District of Columbia,

Section 2, This Institute may also have an of fice or offices in sﬁch
other places in the American Republics as the members may from time to time '
designate,

ARTICLE II
MENBERS

Section 1, Until a treaty or convention is signed, this Institute
shall consist of twenty=-one members and they shall be the rep'resentati;re’s
of the twenty-one American Republics on the Governing Board’ of tfle Pan
American Union, presided over by its Chaimman, ‘

Section 2. The members of this Institute shall remain members during
the tenure of their membership on the Governing Board of the Pan American Union,

Section 3, The annual rzeting of the members of thi:Institute shall be |
held without notice at the principal office of the Institute within the City
of Washington, District of Columbia, ‘at thres o'clock on the first “Jednesday
in October of each year, if not a lsgal holiday, and if a legal holiday then
on the next secular day following,

Section 4, Special meetings of the members o.f this Institute may be
called by the Chairman and shall be called upon request in writing oy the

Director or any of its members, f -."..“',1 )
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Section 5, A majority of the members of this Institute, present in
rson or by proxy, shall constitute a auorun at all meetings of the members
r the transaction of businsss excert as othcrwise provided by statute, by

3 certificate of incorporation or by these by-laws,

ARTICLE III

NOTICHS
Section 1, .Whenever under the provisions of the statutes, or of the
rtificate of incorporation, or of these by-laws, notice is required to bz
ven to any member of this Institute, such notice may be given in writing,
delivery to the address of the mgmber, or by mail by depositing thz same
the post office or letter box in a post-paid scaled wrapper addressed to
ch member,
ARTICLE IV
COLPENSATION

Sect. on 1, No member of this Institute shall receive any compensation
r his services to the Institute,
| ARTICLE V
OFFICERS
Section 1., The officers of this Institute shall consist of a Dircctor
d a Secretary. The Diractor shall be electzd by th: members of this
istitute for a term of three years., The Secrctary shall be appointed by
€ Director with the approval of the members of thz Institute, The officers
' the Institute shall hold of fice until their respective succassors shall
+ chosan and shall qualify, but they may ke removed at any time with or
thout cause by vots of ths majority of the wmembers of this Institutc who

2y at any annual or special mecting f£ill any vacancy howevsr caused. The
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bers of this Institute shall detcrmine the compensation of all officcrs of
s Institute,
Section 2, (a) The Director shall havs genaral and active managsment
the business of this Institute and shall see that all orders and resolutions
the members are carried into effect,

(b) The Director shall exscute all contracts, conveyances,
ds and other instrum:nts requiring a ssal, und:r the seal of this Institute,
ept where required or permitted by law to bz otherwise sigizd and cxecuted

except where the signing and exccution thersof shall be expressly designated
the members to some other officer or agent of this Institute,

(c) The Director undcr ths supervision of ths members of this
ititute shall havz ths power to appoint, remov: and determine the compensation
employees,

(d) The Director shall submit an annuzl report to the members
this Instituts at the annual mceting, setting forth the progress, accomplishe
1ts and work of this Institute during thz yecar, its financial condition and
itus, budgct and plans for the ensuing ycar, Hz shall transmit to ths Pan
srican Union for distribution to the governments of the Amcrican Republics
yies of such annual reportf

Section 3. 'The Secretary shall attcnd all meotings of thoe rmambars of
is Institute and record all votes and minutes of all procevdings in a book
be kept for that purpose. He shall distribute copies of th: minutes to the
tbers at least ten days before ths subscouent meesting at which they will be
1sidered for approval, He shall kcep the rccords of this Institute, send
t its notices, and gsnsrally excrcise all powsrs and perform all duties

mally incident to the officz of Secretary., He shall cortify, for any



d 211 purposes, copiss of the records of this Institute, He shall
ep 1n safe custody the secal of the Institute,
ARTICLE VI
T‘z?.CHNICF?L ADVISCRY' COUNCIL

Section 1, Each one of the Republics represented in the Institute shall
vz the right to appoint an agricultural exo:rt to be its represintative
a2 Technical Advisory Council of the Institute which will ms=t in the place
ere the Institute has its field headquartsrs, The membors of the Taechnical
viscry Council shall serve until appointment of & succussor,

Section 2, The Technical Advisory Coundil shall consider the
stions of general policy pertaining to the advancement of education and
ience in the American Republics through tcaching, rescearch, experimentation
d éxtansion activitiss in the scicnces and art of egriculturc, and other
:lated arts and sciences,

8cction ;2._ The Technical Advisory Council may moke recommendations
» this Institute concerning the advancemcnt of the purposes for which this
1istitute was organized, The Technical Advisory Council shall receive the
inual rcport of tha Director,

Section 4, Regular meetings of the Technical Advisory Council shall
: held at least every six ronths on the first licnday of Februaory, ond
1 first lionday of July, if not a legel heliday. The first rsgular
;ating shall be hzld on the first Monday cf February, 194LL.

Section 5, The Dircctor shall vreside cver all maectings of the

:chnical Advisory Council,



Scction 6. Speciel mectings of tho Techriczl Advisory'Council will be
| 25 often as necessary and such meeting chall bc called by the Dircctor
.5 own initiative or at the written r:qucst of a majority of the rembers
hz Council. Such rcquest of the Gouncil shall stato the purpos: or
woses of the proposed meeting,

Scction 7, Notices of the special mectings of the Technical Advisory
icil shall reach its members in rcasonabl:z tine,

Scction 8, No membar of the Technical Advisory Council, as such, shall
ive from the Institute any pscuniary compc?sation for his servicas,
ision may be made, however, by the Instituic, for reimbgrsing any nzmber
he Council for travel or other specificd services and expemses incurred.
ichalf of thc Institute,

ARTICLE VII

FISCAL YZAR

Section 1. The fiscal year shall begin on the first day of July of cach

Saction 2, The Pan American Union shall act as fiscal agent for, ana on
1f of, the Instituts, and as such receivec and disburse ths funds cf the

itute,

ARTICLE VIII

SZAL
S
[~

Section 1, The seal of this Institute shall hev: inscribzd thereon the
of the Instituté, the yoar of its organization znd thes words, "Instituta
s washington, D, C,"
ARTICLE IX
Al EUDITNTS
Section 1, These by-laws moy be amcndsd,.altared or ropeelcd by the: affirmee
vote of the majority of thz members of the Institute or 2t any meching of

nembers ,




CZRTIFICATS OF INCCRFORATION

of

IR RIY)

THE INTZR-AMIRICAN I!'..,TI.I‘U'I"" CF _AG:ICULTURAL SCI .0 5

We, the undersigned, all citizens of the Unitced Statss, and a iz jority
itizens and rcsidents of the District of Colum01a, désiring to =ssocinte
urselves as a corporation pursuant to the provisions of thc District of
olumbia Cods (Title 29, Chapter 6, 1940 Idition), do hersby certify as follows:

First: The namc by which this corporation shall Sc known sheall be

THE INTZR=-AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCISNCES

Second: The term of existence of this Instltute shall be psrpztual,
rovided that the existence cf this Instituic may be modificd by ths mombors
this Institute following the consummation of a treaty or convention between
1¢ governments of the Am:srican Reocublics providing for the establishment and
zintenance of an organization having purposcs similar to this lﬁstitute.
Third: The business amd obj:ctives of this Institutce ar: to cncourage
2d advance education and scieﬁces in the American Republics through tsaeching,
:search, expsrimentetion, extcnsion activitiss, general educction and 4training
1 the sciznce and art of agriculture, and othur r:lated arts and sciinces;
id in furtherance of the business and objects of this Institutce,
(a) To develop, cstablish, construct, irmrove, =quip, finance,
operats, supervisce, and give assistancce in the estzblishmant
and maintcnanc:s cf en :nstltu»c or institutes cnd brencrcs

thereof, expcrimznt stztionsy ferms, ranch:s, laboratcrics



educational and scientific centecrs, libraries, and‘other rhysical

plants and facilities, in any or 211 of the Amsrican Republics,

and, within its discretion, makg_available such institutec or

institutes and branches tﬁereof, expcriment stations, farms, ranches,
laboratorios, educational and scizntific centers, librarizs, and other

r hysical plants and facilitics, and the results accomplishad thercin,
to any American Republic, local government, pcrson, firmy association,
corporation, institution, or othsr tody of persons however designated,
(b) To purchase, accept, take, lzase, recadvc, or acquirc (by gift.
contribution, becquest, devise, or otherwisc), to own and hold, opsrate,
manage, devalop, and improve any property, or interests in preperty,
rzal or personal, without limitation ~s to tnec amount or value, in

any of the American Republics; to give, grant, doaste, l:and, scll,
assign, transfer, exchange, convey, lcasc, mortgage, pledge, hvrothzcate,
or otherwise ex:crcise all privilege of ownership cver such preperty.

(¢) To collaboratc with and 2id or assist in any merner whatsoever by
loan, grants-in-aid or otherwisec, of money and 2sscts, ~2nd to othcerwise
lend assistance, to any Amsrican Republic, lccal gzovernment, person,
firm, association, corporation, instituticn, or cther tody of parsons
howevar designated, in th: rcalizaticn of the purposcs of this Inctitute,
(d) To raceive zifts, contributicns, zratuiti:s, amd dontticns of
monay and propsriy, or intercsts in preoperty, both real and personal,
from any American Republic, local government, werson, firm, association,

corporation, institution, or other body of purscns howsver disignated,
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(e) To enter into, mcke, perform end carry out contracts and |
agreements of cvery kind and description, without limit as to
amount, with any Amcrican’Republic, local goveramcnt, person,

firm, association, corporation, institution, or cther body of

persons however designated,

(f) To cultivate, grow, or otherwise produce, harvest or other-

wisc gather, purchase, take or otherwise acquire, deal in, store, i

handle, prepare, manufacture, process, market, transport, ship,

sell, donate, or otherwise dispose of 211 agricultural cormoditics

and products thercof, and all othcr supplics necessary or desirable

to carry out the purposcs of this Instituts, -

(g) 1Ingeneral to carry on any other busipess in connection with

the foreg;ing, suitable and propcr for the accomplishment of the

business and objects of this Institute,

Fourth: This Institute shall bé a maembership corporation, and shall
h;ve no capital stocke This Institute shall consist of twenty-one m:embers
and thay shall be the representatives of the twonty-one American Republics
on the Governing Board of the Pan imerican Unicn, .

Except as otherwiss providad in the certificate of incornoration,
the rights, powers and duties of ths members, and all other mattsrs pertein-
ing to the membership and conduct, managem:znt and control of the busincss,
property, and affairs of this Institute shzll be as rovided fraom tims to
time in the by-laws of this Institute,

Fifth: The Pan American Union shall act as fiscal agzat for, and

on behalf of, the Institute, and as such recsive and disburse the funds

of the Institute,




$ixth: Thoere shall be a Technical Adviséiy'ébqncil composed of .
a representative of each of the Amcrican Repﬁgiiés.‘ Tha membe;s of the
Technical Advisory Council shall;Pe appuinted by the rospective governments
of the American Republics, ]

Seventh: The principal office of this Institute shall be in
Washington, District of Columbia, but this Institutc shall have th: powcer
to cestablish and maintain other officss in thc Amcrican Republices,

Eighth: This Institute is deemed to bc an educational, scicntific ,
and charitable crganization and is formed for purposes othcr than profit,

Ninth. This Institute shall have ﬁo authority to issuc capital stock,

Tenth: The privats property of the incorporators, icmbers, cfficers,
and employees of this Institutc shall not be subject to neyment of the
debts of this Institute,

Sleventh: Meetings of the nembers of this Institute mey be held
without the'District of the Columbia if the by-laws so provide, The
books of‘this Institutc may be kept outside the District of Columbia at
such place or places as may bc from time to tims designated by the members,

Twelfth: This Institute rcscrves the right to amend, alter, change,
or repcal any provision contained in this certificetc of incorpcraticn in
the same mennsr now or hercaftzr prescribed by stztute, upon th: approval
of a majority of its membors and subjcect to the zpproval of the Pan American
Union and all rights confcrred upon the mémbers arc granted subjcct to

this reservation,

IN TESTIMONY WHERZOF, we this day of 1942, hereunto
set our hands and sasals,
(SEAL)
(SZAL)
(SZAL)
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APPOINT.SHTS

The first official of the Institute was Dr, Zarl l, Bressman, who
was appointed Director by the Board of Directors of the Institute. The
Director selected Mr, José L. Colom, Chief of the Division of Agriculture’
of the Pan Anerican Union, as thd Jecretary and this appointment was con-
firmed by the Board of Directors at the meeting of October 7, 1942.

The Certificate of Incorporation of the Institute provides that the
Pan American Union shall be the fiscal agent, Hence lir, Lowell Curtiss,
Treasurer of the Pan American Union, has acted as Treasurer of the Insti-
tute., He has received and disbursed funds of the Institute since its
inception and has prepared a financial statement that will be found in
another part of this annual report. In addition, he has provided for an’
audit of the funds by William Gordon Buchanan and Company, Certified Pub-
lic Accountants of Jashington, D, C.

The first employee appointed by ths Director was .r. Robert A, Nichols,
as agriculturist in charge of operations at Turrialba, Costa Rica, ir.
Nichols, a graduate of Oregon 3tats Colilege, and for seven years in charge
of the United States Department of the Intcrior Agricultural Zxperiment
Station in the Virgin Islands, was appointed on October 15, 1942, He pro-

- ceeded to Turrialba as quickly as possible and took up residence there about
' November 1, 1942, and began his studies of ths lard that was to be donated
- by the Costa Rican Government to the Institute,  ifr, ilichols has been

actively in charge ever since and, since operatlons began about the first of
March, has been working about 150 men each week in changing a finca into an
educational and research institution,

The next appointnent l:y ths Director was ixr, Rex A. Pixiey, as Business
lianager, iir, Pixley had been Assistant Fiscal Advisor for the daitian Govern-
ment for about eightecn ysars and had beesn second in citarge of a dsvelopient
nission to Bolivia, He was appointed as of lovember 1, 1942, and proceedad
to San José, Costa Rica, in December where he made his hesadquarters until
August 14, 1943, Mr. Pixley carrizd on most of the negotiations with the
Costa Rican Gov:rnnent that lad to the contract with that Government and to
ths acquisition of the land at Turriclba for the Institute. In addition,
he drow up a2 contract with the Horthern Railway Compeny for the construction
of the dormitory and pcrmanent buildings., In additicn, .r, Pixley woriked on
the arrangenents with the Panama Railroad Company to nurchasc certain nc:ded
maoterials for ‘the Institute, Hs carri:d on the general busincss operations
of the Institute in Costa Rica., i&r, Pixley resigned as of August 31, 1945,
to accept, at a greatly increased sclary, a position as Colluctor of Customs
in Iran, His resignation was a great loss to the Institutz for he not only

A




carried on an efficient operation, but he also made many friends among the
diplomatic corps and Costa Rican Government officials, It will be almost
impossible to replace him and an agriculturist with experience in business
will be selected to carry on this work, Until a new appointment is made
Mr, Nichols will act as Business lEnager. The office in San José has been
closed and all operations in Costa Rica will be carried on from Turrialba.

On larch 16, 1943, Lr, V. C, Pettit was appointed Furchasing Zngineer. .
Mr, Pettit had worked on the original plans and specifications for the
buildinzs that were prepared by the United States Department of Agriculture.
He has had experience as a construction engineer and as a procurement
officer for the United States Government., All the naterials purchased in
the United States for the construction of the permanent buildings were bought
and shipped to Costa Rica by Mr, Pettit, The elaborate procedure necessary
to procure materials during war times is outlined by ilr. Pettit in his report
on priorities and purchases found elsewhere in this annual report,

lr. Oscar Echandi was appointed field superintendent at Turrialba on
April 1, 1943. Hr, Echandi is a graduate of the local agricultural college
where he specialized in animal industry, Arter graduation lir, Echandi was
an employee in the Veterinary Division of the Costa Rican Department of
Agriculture, Under kr, Nichols' supervision he has direct charge of the
field force of about 150 enployes that is building roads, making field
plots, pruning, cleaning and picking coffee, and similar operations,

Mr, Jorge Granados was appointed as timekeeper and general office
assistant on April 1, 1943. M, Granados, after the resignation of ilr,
Pixley, was placed in charge of the office work at Lurrialba under the
general direction of ilr, Nichols.

On April 15th an arrangement was made with the Office of the Coordinator
of Inter-American Affairs to place lir. Joseph Femnell, a rormer employee of
the Bureau of Plant Industry of the United States Department .of Agriculture,
it the Institute to carry on certain research on fruits and vegetables,
lhis work is being carrizd on as a cooperative enterprise between the
[nstitute and the Office of the Coordinator of Inter-american Affairs, Llir.
‘ennell is an outstanding authority on fruits and vezetables in the tropics
ind has Speclalized in grape breeding for tre last eicht years, He is in
lirect charge of the field rlot work on fruits and vezetablss at the fieid
teadquarters. Already he has obtained interesting results on the immunity
f various grape hybrids to the usual disecasses and insect pests found on
rapes in the tropics, Sorme of his results on the lack of phosphorus in
he soils at Turrialba and his promising results with certain crops such as
abbage collards, edible soybeans, and various klnds of beans are found
lsewhere in this annual report,
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AGRERMENT WITH THE COST. RIC... GOVIRMIIENT

In November, 1942, the Diractor began discussions with the Costa
ican Governacnt officials about an agrcem:at for tiae operaticn of tho
nstitute in that country. Thesc discussions worc carried can in
etail by tiae Busincss Manager, Mr. Pixleys. Thesc led to thc drafting
f a contract that was mutually bencficial and it was signed by tae
irector of the Institute and the Secrctary of agriculture of Costa
ica on Deccaber 5th and ratificd by thc Cengrcss of Costa Rica on
acember 16, 1942, This contract, unanimously agreed upon by the
ongress, is as follows:

AGREIMENT BETWEEN THE SECRET.RY OF [GRICULTURE OF COST.. RIC.» ~ND
YE DIRZCTOR OF THE INTER=..BRIC.. INSTI1ULE Or AGRICULIURAL SCIZNC-S.

We, the undersigned, ilariano iiontecalcgre Carazo, Scerstary of
&riculture, duly authorized by tic Prcsident of thc Renublic of Costa
‘ica, and Dr. Earl Norman brossman, Dircctor of tac Inter-american
nstitute of hgrlcultural Scicnces, horcby cater iato the following |
Greencent:

In accordance with thc rceormendations contained ia the report
ipproved by the Inter-American Comiittee on Agriculture on the cstablishe-
ient of the Inter-Amcrican Institute ol Agricultural Scieaces, dated
fune 23, 1942, it was agreed to accept the recommeondation contained in
;ne Report of tho Technical Coamittoe whieh studicd the sites offercd by
:he various governnents in their respoctive territorics for tiic location
»f the Institutc,

Under dats of July 2, 1942, tho Com-ittce oa Jgriculturc subazitted
‘or considecration by the Covorning Board of tas Faa uicrican Union a report
. wiich the Organizing Committee acceopted the racommondation of the
'echnical Comnittce that the Iastitute te located ia Costa Ricas On
ictober 7, 1942, the Govecrning Board approved this reconmendation of the
omiaittec on Agriculturc to tihe cifcet that the Institute be ostablished
.2 Costa Rica.

l. Thorefore, it is agrced that, in accordance with tic
yffers of the Governnent of Costa Rica of Juasz 27, 1941, =nd
wgust 25 of the sance year, and in accordancs with tie recom-
icndation of the Techrical Comuission, the field hcadquarters
f tae Institute shall be cstablished at the site Tinally chosen
1wcar Turrialba, This specific sitc adjoias the ocutskirts
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of Turrialba ond compriscs all of thc Finca Cabiria (240 hectares),
a part of thc Finca Florcaeia (110 hcctarcs), cud part of Finca
Aregdn (150'hcetarcs), a total of 500 hcetarcse All thoso aro
adjacent tracts.

2. Tho Governnent of Costa Rica agreces to provide an ad-
ditionzl 500 hectarcs of land from tic adjoining properties for
the future cxpension of the Institute. The dctnils iavolved in
supplying this lznd will be wrorkzd out between tho Costza Rican
Govcrnmcnt and thc property ouncrs through options. The Government
of Costa Rica agrces to make any disbursements nccessary to cover
thc cost of additional land acquircd.

3; It is agrced that the torn of existcncc of the Institute
shall be porpctucl, consistcat with tho provisions of the Certificate
of Incorporation, and shnll cnjoy in Costa Rica such facilities end
privileges as arc custonary for otiher Departmcnts of the Govern-
ment,

4e In 2ccordance with Articleo III of the Certificate of
Incorporation of thc Institutc, thc Goverament of Costz Rica .
authorizos this orgznization to eacouroge and advanes cducation
and scieaccs in Costa Rica and in thic other Amcrican Rcpublics
through tcaching, rescarch, cxperimcntatiokr, cxtcnsion activitios,
general oducation and training in tho scionce and art of agri-
culturc, and other rolated aorts and scicanees; cnd in furthercance
of thc busincss and objocts of tiais Institute. _—

(a) To dcvelop, cstablish, coastruct, iaprovc, cquip,
finanece, opecrate, supcrvisc, and givo assistance in the
establishnent and amaintenaace of an institute or institutes
and branchcs tacreof, experiment stations, faras, rancacs,
laboratorics, cducational and sciocntific centirg livrarics;
and other physicel plants and facilitics, in Costa Rica cnd
in 2ny or all of thc othor American Republics, and vitain

its discrction, mako availablc such institute or iastitutes,
and branchcs tuvruo;, sxpoerizeat staticns, farns, raacacs,
laboratorios, cducational cnd seicntific ccatsrs, librories,
cad other physical plants 2nd facilitics, =22d tiic rcsults
accoiplishcéd tihercin, to any Amcrican Rcpublic, local govern-
ment, pcrson, firn, association, corporntion, institution, or
othcr body of pcrsons however decsignated.

(b) To purcaasc, accept, t-ke, lease, rceccive, or acquire

(by gift, coantribution, bequcst, devise, or cthcrrisc), to
ovm and hold, operate, manage, dovelop, 2and ingrove ~ay
property, or iaterecsts ia property, rcal or porsonzl, without
limitation as to tic anount o¥2-2lue, in Costa Rica and in
any of the othor Amcrican Republies; to give, grant, doa:tc,
lend, sell, assign, transfer, cxehiangc, coavey, lcasc,
mortgage, pledge, aypoticcate or othorwvise cxercisc 2ll
privilegos of owncrship ovor such property.

———
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(c) To collaoboratz with and 2id or a2ssist in any aenncr
wvhatsocver by loar, graats-in=zid or oti:rwisc, of money and
aszcts, and to othoriisc lcnd assist-ncez, to any Amcrican.
Republic, local zoveramcat, purson, firm, associction,
corpor-tion, institution, or otiier bedy of rorsoas Lowever
dcsignated,; ia the redlization of tiae purpescs of this
Iastitutce. :

(d) To rcceive gifts, contributions, .ratuitics, and

donations of noncy and zroperty, or interosts in properiy,

both rcal and nersonal, from aay Amzricen Reputlic, local
goverament, pcrson, firm, association, corporation, iastitution
-or otier body of pcrsons however designutea.

(B) To enter iato, make, parforn and carry out contracts L
and agrcoments of every kind 2nd deseription, writhout limit
as to anount, with any Anorican Rcopuolic S loczl governmext,.
pcrson, firn, association, corporation, iazstitution, or
othor body of wncrsons however dosignatszd.

(f) To cultivate, grow, or othcrrisc producc, harvest, or
othemrise gathor, purchase, tnkc or otacrwisc zcquire, deal
in, storc, haadlc, prcpareq, mcaulactube, process, market,
transport, siaip, scll, donate, or othecriisc dispose of all
agricultural commodities and products thercof, ard all othor
supplics necessary or dssiroble to coarry out tae purposys of
this Institute.

(z) In gonoral to carry on oy otier busincss in conncction
with the foregoing, suitzble and propcr for tas accomplishment
of tho busincss and objacts of this Imstitute.

5. It is zgrecd that the Institute shall b2 an vddC&t101ﬂl, scion-
tific =214 ciarit2blc orgaanization, foraed for wurzescs othsr than
" profit.

6e It ic ~zroesd that the Goveramcnt of Costa Rica will
exanpt tic Institutc zmnd its persoancl, otlhor thca those of Costa
Ricon rationality, from locz2l and natioinal takation 2nd custons:
duticse ’

Te It is agrzed that the personncl of thc “~t1tutv, including
students and scicntists, visitiang or attzched to tac Institute, sazll
have freedo:r of movencnt within the couatry cnd be subjocted to 2
minizun of formalitics upon catry into or uvon lcaving Costa Rica.
~Zxcmption from the lszal catrancc deposit normcily ruguired of
foreigncrs shzll be granted.

8. Whenover it is dcamed convo;1ont, the Institute may
cstablish for the benefit of its ovm personnel a rctironent,
pensicn 2ond medical cssistance fund, indepcadcent of azyosuch’ fuhd
alrcady cstzblished ia tho country; and it is urderstood =2nd sgrecd
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that once such a fund is cstablished both the I-ztitute and its
staff will be oiicnpt froaToatriouting to thc 2bove-nentioned
astionnl fund.

9. It is 2grocd taat tic private proporty of tac oificcrs
end ciployces of tiiis Imstitutc o' 11 ot be csubjcet to poyment
of tic dcbts of tiis Iaztitutc.

10, Tke Governnment of Costa Rica agrcees to provide such
vrotcetion for tac Iastitutc 235 is customary in protceting thoe
property of other branches of its Governacnt.

11. The present cgreenicat shall be ratifisd by the Congress
of the Republic of Costa Ricas In witness whercof, wec sign tais
in duplicatc in the city of San José at cleven ofclock, Deconmbor

5, 1942.

Mariano Re liontcalegre

Secretary of Agriculturc of Costa Rica

.

Earl . Bressaca

Dircctor, Inter-ancriczon Institute of
Agricultural Scicncose

(Ratificd by tho'Congrcss of Costa
Rica oa December 16, 1942).
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FIELD HEADQUARTERS - TURRIAIBA, COSTA RICA

B Following the recommendations of the Committee on the selection of
sites, the Institute carefully surveyed the land offered by the Costa Rican
Government at Turrialba., The agreement with that Government called for the
donation of 500 hectares of land immediately and the optioning of 500 hec=-
tares contiguous to the original grant. The first block of 350 hectares of
land was acquired by the Costa Rican Government from a corporation operating
a coffee and sugar plantation. This beautiful site overlooking the
Reventazon River became the sesat of the first operations. -

Most of the land was planted to coffee and sugar and some was in pas-
ture, There were no buildings on the site but there .were hard surfaced
roads that made most parts of the land accessible, However, it was necessary
for the Institute to construct about two miles of road to reach all parts -
of the grounds. In addition, the pruning of the shade and coffee had been
somewhat neglected for five years and so considerable work had to be done
to put the area into condition for operation by the Institute. Also it was
necessary to eliminate some of the coffse so as to provide land for plot
work. About fifteen hectares of land have bzen carefully prepared for plots
suitable for research,

Because there were no buildings whatever on the land donated to the
Institute at Turrialba it was necessary to make provision as soon as ‘possible
for living quarters, office and warehouse space. The shortage of construction
materials in Costa Rica made it difficult to construct any building entirely
from materials purchased locally. A search was mads, therefore, for existing
buildings and a well-constructed house was located near the Atlantic coast
on an abandoned banana farm, Arrangements were made for the purchase and
transfer of this house to the site at Turrialba. This was consummated in
two and a half months time and a combination dwelling for the agriculturict
in charge and guest house vias occupied on Junc lst, There is ample room in
the house to take carz of as many as six guests, There have been several
distinguished visitors and the house has been a grzat convenience in taking
care of them as well as furnishing headquartars for thc Institute's activities
‘in Turrialba,

Previous to June 1lst the Institute was aided grecatly by the excellent
cooperation of Dr, T, J. Grant, Hzad of thec United States Department of
Agriculture rubber field station which adjoins the Instituts., Dr, Grant
nade many of his facilities available to the Institute and eased the difficult
work of beginning a field operation that had no facilities,

-
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Considerable effort has been spent in landscapingz the guest house,
A beautiful two acre lawn was auickly developed and a large number of native
plants and shrubs planted so the building nresents a very fine appearance,
Summit Gardens in the Canal Zone— sent many fine ornamantzls for planting
on the guest house grounds,

Inasmuch as shipping wonld be uncertain and building materials would
arrive irregularly and in large quantities it was necessary to construct a
bodega for handling this material, A semi-psrmanent building, 4O x 100 feet
with tile roof, was cuickly constructed and nade ready for occupancy by the
first of May., This building was constructed entirely ol local materials
and it was rossible to get it built quickly only through the fine cooperation
and assistance of the Northern Rad lway Company. In addition to storing such
materials as steel, cement, lumber and other building naterials it has pro-
vided a place for storing tools for farm operations. It also has vrovided
space for shop work for construction of furniture and operating materials
badly needed.

Th: bodega is located at a strategic place on the building site, A
branch line of the Northern Railway Company goes by one side of the building
and the highway the other side. Accordingly, materials can be loaded or un-
loaded from either railway cars or trucks. One end of the building is sealed
off to provide office space and the storage of smaller and more valuable
naterials, This building was partly completed at the time of the laying of
the cornerstone and provided shelter for thzse exercises.

Karch 19, 1943, is an important date in the history of the Institute
for it was on that day that President Rafael Angel Calderdn Guardia of Costa
Rica and Vice President Henry A, ‘allace of the United States journeyed to
Turrialba and inaugurated the first field office of the Institute by laying
the cornerstone of the new dormitory buildine. darly in the morning of
liarch 19 the President and thzs Vice Fresident left San José by automobile.
Along the beautiful highway they were greeted by school children at Cartago,
Juan Vifias and Parafso. At Turrialba, local officials mest tham and escorted
the official party to the site of the ceremonies on thes Institute grounds
about three :<iles from the town. Thase three miles wsre lined with gaily
dressed school children wavine Costa Rican and American flags,

Beforz a crowd csstimated by local panzrs at 10,00C reople, the Presidsnt
and Vice President gave stirring address:s setting forth the aims of the
Institute and what its work will mean to the agriculture of the hemisphere,
The President of Costa Rica said in part:

"Becaus: we knov that the significancs of this Institute for the
future of Costa Rica exceeds the calculations of prosent foresight; because
w2 cherish ths conviction that this is one of the most valuable orojects

(fortunately alrecady on the road to succassful realization), wiich the
authoritiss of our country have ever known; because we ars fully aware of
vhet this Institute will mean in technical advances, and therefore in an
expanded and flourishing agriculture, we considzar ths2 a=ction of this
Institute in our country a wondecrful gift, which will rmerit the everlasting
gratitude of Costa Ricans,
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"Furthermore, it will magnificently serve the ideal of an effective
Pan Americanism. Founded in order to "encourage and advance education and
sciences in Costa Rica and in the other Amsrican Republics through teaching,
research, experimentation, extemsion activities, gzneral education and train-
ing in the science and art of agriculture," - so reads part of the contract
in cuestion - we are already looking forward to seeing here together within
a short time thousands of young students from the twenty-one American Re-
publics, enjoying the friendly companionship characteristic of their age and
the community of interests created by science among its followers, cultivating
our fertile soil, enjoying our mild climate and our Arcadian peace. In their
scientific studies there will certainly prevail a noble desire to excel in
order to take a treasure of precious knowledge back to their home countries,
and in the matter of continental union, they will give life to the marvelous
dream of our heroes of independence,

"Costa Rica will collaborate, I promise you, Mr. Vice President, in
the success of this Institute. It is entrusted to us and we shall strive
to the best of our ability to make its activities and development requite
the legitimate expectations of the continent and the wise inspiration that
gave it life.,"

Vice President wWallace, speaking in Spanish, replied in part: —

"In agriculture, isolated research projects have a limited value, It
is absolutely necessary to bring together the various projects not only here
at the Institute, but also in the agencies throughout the hemisphere that
are charged with carrying out such studies., An important aspect of this work
involved the analysis and coordination of such activities as far as the limi=-
tations of the Institute will permit., This work of coordination will grow
in importance with time and with th: progress made by various entities in
their findings. In the scope of these broad studies should be included land
planning and distribution, the conservation of natural resources, the utili-
zation of water power - so abundant here at Turrialba - and the relation
between industrial development and agriculture,

"The changes in agriculture are gradual because of its very nature.
Crops and stock develop slowly., Habits, some well founded and others not,
must be analyzed and technigues of expansion developed before discovsrics
can be utiliz:zd.

"The Institute is starting under difficult conditions as far as ths
lack of materials for the construction of its buildings is concerned, I
admire the fortitude of its directors and staff as they set about their
work in tha full knowledge of these obstacles, Zvarything augurs grcat
progress in a brief time," - —

At the closc of the ceremoniss the Linist:r of Agriculture, Secfior
Don ifariano ilontealegre, on behalf of th: Costa Rican Government, presentod
the first 1300 acres of land to the Director of the Institute., blembers of
the diplomatic corps in Costa Rica set on the stage, which was decoratzd
with thz flags and escutcheons of the 21 Amcrican Republics. The czaremonics
were conducted in front of the Institut.:'s first building, a combinad office
and storage house, which had been complctad in less than one month!s time,
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The party then proceeded to the center of the Institute grounds at

ths site of the permanent buildings. There the President placed a roll of
important papers in the cornerstone. These papers included a copy of each
of the following: the Institute's charter, its contradt with the Costa Rican
Government, the issue of the Costa Rican Coffee Institute's journal devoted
to the new institution, a number of a local magazine containing pictures and
articles on the subject, and the speeches just delivered., The Vice President
covered the receptacle in the stone and the ceremonies were completed,

A tour of the Institute grounds followed and an inspection was made of
the new permanent roadways, field plots, stone quarries, and coffee and cane
fields, Great interest was shown in the beautiful plots of food crops,
planted and growing., Trials of the best varieties to grow in the tropics,
effects of different dates of planting, etc., were observed, A series of
plantings in which the same seed lots were used for plantings once a week
for 52 weeks promised to give some strikin;y results. In other words, the
Institute's first research efforts were examined. The food crop research is
under the direction of Joseph Fennell, a former United States Department
of Agriculture employese now assigned to the Institute by the Office of the
Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, MAr. Fennell, the foremost breeder
of tropical grapes in this hemisphere, has several hundred types growing in
Costa Rica,

Favorable camment on the splendid work accomplished was expressed by
many of the visitors, In a short period of tim: a dream of decades was
turned into a reality., Xvidences of an efficient research and training
center were observed. The fundanental work nccessary to place the agricul-
ture of the hemisphere second to none was inaugurated on this larch day.




REPORTS OF PRCGIIESS

Beginning in lMarch 1943, whzn the work at. Turrizlba got underway, a
report was made monthly to the Director General of the Pan American Union
in regard to the Institute's activities. Extracts from these reports give
a general idea as to not only the activities undertaken, but also the pro-
gress from month to month. For example, in idarch it wes reported that the
Washington headquarters of the Institute concluded negotiations with the
Board of Zconomic Warfare through whom priorities to purchase the critical
building naterials to be shipped to Costa Rica from the United States are
obtained. A high priority rating was established for the Institute and all
materials required at this time have been ordered.

Estimates were also prepared of guantities of non-critical materials
which it was believed should alse be supplied from the United States and an
export licenss was obtained for these together with the critical materials,
Bids were solicited and contracts awarded for all the non-critical materials
needed to begin construction and for all critical materials which will be
needed for the first sixty days ccnstruction., Ths raterials for which con-
tracts have been made include cement, lime for use in ccncrete, concrete
reinforcingy steel and wire mesh, nails and tie wire for concrete fornms,
metal lath for plastering special locations, galvanized iron for roof
flashing, insulation for roofs, expansion joint platss, miscellaneous
anchors and steel plates, screen for porches, etc., electric wire for resi-
dences and pipe materials for nlumbing "roughing in",

It then became necessary to work out enginecering details such as shop
drawings, bendinz lists, etc.,, with the various suppliers of thess materials
before rfabrication, cutting, stc., could te done., This work progresssd in
March along vith the making of applications and obtaining ship space allote-
ments for shipments of thzsa materials, as well as assambling of materials
when it app=ars they will be ready for shipment within & three wsek period,

Arrargements were also made for the purchass and transportation to
Turrialba of a truck and other comnercial vehicles for the transportation
of materials and workers at the site of the Institute. Vegetable seeds
required for experinents were purchased and shipped from iashington, as well
25 other necessary equipment and materials for the Institute. Orders for
all of these items were filled and the work up to date at the end of March,

v —m—

During April the Director formally accepted on bepe’ IRHR T )
from the Costa Rican Government the portions of the CajAri% and Florencia
Fincas that are to be part of the Institute grounds, /ThaTES-tMEMCAN YNSTITUTE
Aragon Finca that was to make up the remaining portigh OF S@81GMLCTMRAL $EENCES
being negotiated. At that time it appeared that the qgitional 500 "acres’ »

JTUn. . ,.~w€?
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that the Institute was to receive from the Costa Rican Government would be
transferred at the same time. The Business Manager of the Institute had
almost daily discussions with officials of the Costa Rican Government in
regard to the land that the Institute had yet to receive,

Th= bodega and office and thz guest house were practically completed.
Thz Institute continued to use from 100 to 150 men on general work on the
ground that the Institute then formally ovned. The following will give you
an idea of the operations carried on by these laborers:

Aporoximately 75 acres of coffee were pruned and the shade over
said 75 acres properly trimmad.

Planted during the last half of April 95 rows (150 fect long) of
vegetables for the primary purpose of obtaining data relative to
best varieties, cultural requirements, insect and disecase control
and the general problems incident to vegetable production under
tropical conditions. Lllost of these vegetables are now in growth,

The Director of the Institute worked out a cooperative agreement
and arrangement with the Food Supply Division of the Coordinator's Offics and
certain research work is being done at Turrialba on food crops. iir., Joseph
Fennell is actively in charge of this work which involves the production of
a very complate collection of varieties and types of vegestables,

During the month of April plans for the doritory and faculty resi- .
dences were revised in order to eliminate insofar as possible the use of
critical materials which were included in the original plans, prepared be-
fore the war. The revised plans still “provide for good and suitable build-
ings which are earthquake resistant, Detailed 1ists of sizes, weights, etc.,
ol materials such as plumbing supplies were nade.

War Shipping Board allotments were secured for the movement of
materials to the extent of space available for the months of lay and June,
Suppliers of verious lines were interviewed and quotations requested on tools
and equipment for constructicn work at the Institute, The first actual ship-
ment of reinforcing steel, togsther vith plumbing supplies, sheet mstal and
metal lath was reported to be leaving New Crleans the second week in ilay..
During the month of April the Institute contracted for the purchase of about
270,000 worth of materials for the construction of the buildings,

The Director spent from iay 17 to 31 in Puerto Rico and Haiti. 1In
the rormer place he attended a meeting of the Board of Ragants of the Trop-
ical Institute of Pu:rto Rico of which he is a member, A proposal by the
Tropical Institute for a cooperative project in the Cauca Valley tas dis-
cussed, It was held for further considerstion., The Director was accompanizd
by Governor Tugwell in looking over the agricultural situation. In Haiti the
Director visited the sisal and cryptostegia planting areas accompanied by lir,
T. A, Fennell, kanag:r of SHADA, an agricultural developrent corporation em=-
ploying about 85,000 parsons. Tha Director discussad tropical agricultural
cducation and development with  President Lescot at a luncheon tendered by
him. A day was spent at Damian, the Haitian agricultural collsge, an insti-
tution interested in sending graduate students to the Institute,
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In Costa Rica an additional 30 hectarcs of coffce were weeded or
"shoveled", An additional 50 zcres of coff:: were pruncd and thec shade
over same propzrty trimmed. About 6/10 kilor:-t:ir of road had the heavy
surfacing laid., The drive was eompleted to tha jueszt house and to thc pas-
ture beshind the house., All nec:ssary zrading eand clcaring around the guest
house was completed., Thz rear arza of about two acreés vas planted to Bir-
muda grass to pravent erosion., Landscaping was bzogun, A system of drains
to carry off exccss water from th:z house and grounds was completed.,

Also during May over 100 mature coffee trces, all of bearing age,
wsre transplanted without loss. Ap:roximately 40 acres of coffee in the
arza of thz building site werz toppad so that a close contour survey might
be carrizd out. About 30 acres in ths "Xl Chino" arca was clcared of heavy
wood from coffce shade trimming, and the wood piled next to the new road.
An additional half hectare was clcancd in the experimental plots arcza. The
small bodcga was moved and a pit toilet built behind same, 4

Ur, Fennell reported that since April 15 a total of 160 rows, cach
150 feat long, was planted to various vegetables with th: purposc of acquire
ing data relative to the needs, the probloms and the mat:rials of value
connectad with the production of garden foods in the tropics, Alrcady much
useful information has been acquired. This is particularly so in the varietal
tests with beans, peas, squashes, etc., where a few kinds are alrcady in-
dicating outstanding supuriority. A morc specific and conclusive report
on this is made later in this section.

Comparative tasts alrsady in progress as betweon temperate climate
and tropical varictics of beans, peas, cowpeas, squash, <tc,, have shown
that there is undoubtedly a vast wealth of potentially valuable material
distributed throughout the Central and South American regions., A collcc-
tion of the best of thess would be of very great valu: in the development of
surerior standardized varicties which are so badly needed at the present time,

Thus far in the sroject no attempt was riade to control attacks of in-
sects nor disease with the specific purpose of learning and tabulating the
nztural ~ualiti=s of resistance that are occasionally irherent in certain vare
ieties. 3uch information, properly interpreted will be of great value to the
later developnent of superior sorts, :

Noteworthy soil problems were experienced, particularly with certzin
crops, Fertilizer and other expzriments are in progress with the hope of
solving this difficulty. Within the month of Lay an assortment of hybrid
grape plants, consisting of approximoately 750 rooted vines, was set out ct
the Institute, These plants are Fj and Fp hybrids of tropical and subtrop-
ical wild selections of several species, crossed with the best cultivated
graves of Gurope and America, These new kinds have already shown complete
adaptability to the hot humid climetes of Puerto Rico and southern Florida,
This group of hytrids represent a totally new class of cultivated grapes and
ney prove of extensive interest and value in the tropics,

During the month of June lir. Robert A. Lichols, agriculturist in cherge
at Turrialba, continued the development work at the Institute site, building
roads, pruning coffee, laying out experimental plots, etc, Under 'the specific



and immediate direction of Mr. Fennell rasearch in the field is underway.
Approximately 35 hectares of coffee were weeded and shoveled, About 50
acres of coffec were pruned and the shade over same properly trimmed,

The heavy surfacing on the "El Chino" road was completed and about 2/5
kilometer had the fine surfacing applied. The entire area under the guest
house was paved with stone slabs., The guest house grcunds were landscaped.
The course of the "Rio Porvenir" below the gusst house was changed to avoid
further undermining of the right bank,

Ahout 1000 feet of road were graded into the "San Lucas" coffee area,
All of the coffce in the building site area was topped to facilitate survey-
ing. The "El Chino" coffee galera was completsd, The cutting and cording
of wood in the "E1 Chino" area continued. Furthsr land was cleared for plot
work and food crops, At the present time a total of about three acres were
devoted to vegetable and other animal food crops. Quite an extensive assort-
ment of varietiecs were tasted and interesting results obtained.

The first real problem experienced in this work has concerned soil
fertility. Shortly after the first plantings it was noted that certain
species and types of vegetables failed to grow, or growth was most irregular
with occasional plants developing with abnormal vigor. Crops thus affected
were beets, squash (U. S.), turnips, cabbags, corn, tomatoes, peppers, etc.
The tvpes not affected to any harmful extent were beans, peas, cowpeas, pea-
nuts, carrots, onions, sunflower, grain sorghuz2, Fertilizer experiments were
made with the crops showing improper growth, It vas soon evident that the
one principal and nrobably the only soil problem was a serious deficiency
of phosphorus. ihen a small gquantity of this elerment, in the form of super
phosphate was added to the soil before planting, the growth and color of all
otherwise sensitive and unsatisfactory crops became normel,

All plantings of corn varieties, loczl and imported, that have been
made to date on the Institute soil have been corplete foilures. There is
apparently a twofold rezson for this: (1) Improper soil balance with con=
sequent inability of the seedling plants to develop and (2) attacks on the
young plants by flea ho-per and bean beetlss. Tesis in this regard have
indicated that with proper soil fertility and plant vigor the early insect
damage will not be serious. Experiments now in progress szem to indicate
that both calciun and vhosphorus are nceded in th: soil for satisfactory
corn cultura, Before leaving the subject of soil, the necessity of a ready
and ample supnly of phosphoric acid (super phosphate, ete., ) should be
clearly emphasized, This, together with calecium for possibly a few crops,
would appear to be about the only constitusnts necesscry to make the soil at
the Institute balanced and productive,

Veristul tests with various vegetables ieve brousht forth some interest-
ing results. liany types of beans were tested znd a few showed outstanding
superiority over others, in regard to certain guzlities of adaptability, pro=-
duction, nesds, etc. Cecrtain types of squash (imported) hav: shown complcte
worthlessness due to stem and root borers, while othars ars highly resistant.
The trowies have considereble nced for bstter guality and more productive
varictics of squash than are availeble at this time. O:zcasional varietics of
English peas, cowpeas, lima beans, etc., have shown outstanding adaptability
and value for the warmer and more humid rogions. Ona varizty of cowpea,shoy
unusual valuz as a cover crop for hot humid regions, The bean is edible,
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Peanuts indicate unusual promise, Pr:liminary tests have shown that
such vegetables as bzets, carrots, cabbage, turnips, radishes, beans, lettuce,
etc., can be produced a2t this time of year (June) with but a minimum of in=-
sect and diseasc control. Breeding cxperimcnts between certain adaptable
local s:lections of various vegatubles and highsr ouality introduced sorts are
now teins planned. :

A collection of Rubus (Blackberry, Raspterry) was started in Juns
and already includes Rubus ellipticus (Yellow raspburry of India), Rubus
nlzucus (red raspberry of Central Amcrica) and a few other sorts, The grape
vines mentioned in the preceeding report now show steady and healthy growth
after 2 sorewhat slow and difficult beginning,

Jith reference to material procuremznt, durin: ths month of June the
numbar and size of shipments of matcrials for the construction of ths dorme
itory and faculty residences greatly increasesd. This was duc to suppliers!
coizpletion of manufacturing of materials previously contracted for by the
Institute. ZIngineering details were &¢lso prepared and chacked for materials
previously contracted which reguired such drawings. Contracts were made for
materials which would bc needed about the time the roofs are completed on the

buildings. .

Applications were preparad and filed with the War Production Board .
in great detail for priorities for the pajority of materials necessary for
100% complation of the project.

During the month of July a contract was formally signsd with the
Northern Railway Company of Costa Rica to construct the dormitory, staff
rasidences and other buildings and facilities for the Institute, The esti-
mated ocomplotion date by the Chief Engineer of the Railway Company is as
follows: .

Project Zstimated Complztion Date
Build units A.B.C.D. of Dormitory - June 1944
6-3taff Rosidences with servants quarters Jonuary 1944
sater Systein darch 1944
5-1 Family Foresmen's Houses November 1943
5-2 Family Laborers' Houses Novenber 1943
Streets and Road on uain Canipus December 1943
Lunber Shed : August 1943
Office (Temporary) August 1943
Seed House (Temporary) August 1943
Lisht and Power System (Diesel) December 1943
Carpenter and ifachine Shop December 1943
Sewage and Drainage iains June 1944
rurniture

The United Fruit Company kindly loaned the services of their Chief
Zngineer in Costa Rica, lr. T. P, Sirmons, to act as consulting engineer for
the Institute. !ir., Simmons has spent ruch of the month in going over the site
at Turrialba and the plans for the Institute and has approved notconly ‘the
contract with the Railway Company, but also all the engineering details of the
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. project., ifr. Simmons has had thirty years experience in the tropics, has
built cities, and his counsel is invaluable, !

—

The large force of laborefé, averaging about 150, continued to work on
the project of changing the Institute's site from a finca to an educational
institution. Although the site at Turrialba is a valuabls and beautiful piece
of property, it has had very little care during the last Ifive years because
the owners had planned for that length of time to dispose of it, The amount
of work that is necessary to transform it into a place suitable for the
Institute is not srmall. In this connection, Mr, Robert A, lichols, agricul-
turist in charge at Turrialba reported the planting oI two acre area in front
of the guest house to Bermuda grass. Approximately 30 hectares of coffee ware
weeded or shoveled, terminating this work for the present, while about 30
acres of coffee were =runed and the shade removed, completing this work for
the season. Three hectares were cleared of coffee and work is proceeding on
removal of trees, Except for retouching, the "E1 Chino" road is 7/8 completed.
Two acres of pasture sod were broken and the preparation of the soil for plot
work started, Clearing of wood, weeds and trash from the coffee, preparatory

to picking, is continuing,

ir, Joseph Fannell, horticulturist at Turrialba, reported the nonth
of July afforded much valuable information in regard to yields, varietal dif-
ferences, seasonal influences and general cultural proktlems of rany crops.

Prelininary tests showed that the soil on which work is being conducted
is quite acid, varying from Ph 4.4 to 5.5. There is a scrious deficiency in
available phosphorus and this element, together with calcium, appears to be
essential for most crops. This subject was rore fully discussed in the pre- .

ceeding report.

In the varietal tests, 54 different varistiss of beans and cowpeas

were planted and many intcresting selections rade. A few sorts are revealing
valuable characters for culture in the tropics. The crops of greatest promisec
which are new or little known to agriculturz in Central america to date are:
Cabbage collards, Carolina pole and Henderson bush lima beans, Florida runner
psanuts, edible soybcans, rice beans (related to the cowpea) for cover crop
<nd stock fesd, and grapes (new types derived in part from tropical and sub-
tropical wild spacies,)

It is now heconing evident that with moderate applications of phosphorus
and lime and with some insect and discase control a satisfactory yield of
nearly 211 well known vcgstables can be produced in this region. The best
adapted and proved varietics of each type of vegetabls nust, of course, be used
since, as with lima bsans, a few arec quite satisfactory, vzt others are com-
pletely worthless under tropical conditions,

The best culture for corn, onions, etc.,, still rerzins an important and
zs yet partially unsolved probleri.. It is believed that any influences, as
soil deficicncies, insects and possibly lisht effects, all pley an important
pa):‘t .
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In experiments with corn 2 recent planting was made of 79 varieties
from Guatemala, Iany of these at time of germination appear to be more vige
orous and have nuch stronger root development than the local types. Exper-
iments ars in progress with the aim of finding ways of c¢scaping the devastating
carly insect injury on corn throygh simple cultural methods of practical
application by th: average farmer,

Initial breeding experiments w/ith the aim of developing better varieties
of certain crops have been started and many others are being outlined. The
exparinental tropical grapes are growing nicely and despite the torrential
rains and extreme hunidity there is an almost complete absence of disease,

Considerable progress was nmade during the nonth of July in taking
over the Allweather Estates of the Goodrear Rubtber Company in Panama, The
Business lanager of the Institute, Mr. Rex A. Pixley, conferred with Pan-
amanian officials and the Aperican Embassy in Fanana City in regard to the
transfer., A proposed contract between the Institute and the Panamanian
Governnent was presented to the lilnister of Agriculture and Cormerce by lLr.
Pixley, This, in turn, was subnitted by the ilinister to the Cabinet and it
was our understanding that the contract would be approved when the Institute
filed its constitution and by-laws with the Panamanian Governnent,

On the last day of the month, however, the liinister of Agriculture and
Cormerce notified the Institute that his government desired the Institute to
incorporate in Fanama. This does not appear to be a desirable step for a non
profit organization, such as the Institute, to make, so discussions were
carried on with the Panamanian Imbassy here in Jjashington in regard to the
possibility of carrying out the work without forning a corporation in Fanama
Otherwise, all stood in readiness to begin operations on the allweather
Estates, inasmuch as the Rubber Developrient Corporation has already transe
ferred funds to the Institute for the operations,

During the nmonth of July shipments began to arrive in Costa Rica so
that actual construction may be started, Approxirately 50 tons of concrete
reinforcing steel and 5000 bags of cerient were delivered to the project and
storad., In addition, one truck and several smaller shipments of materials
want through, The .lashington office continued with the work of obtaining
priorifies, purchasing materials, relating details and expaditing shipments,
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ORTON LEMORIAL LIBRARY

One of the necessary facilities of an Institute is a library. e are
extramely fortunate to have been presented at this stage of operations the
nucleus of an established library on tropical plants, It is consideresd to
be one of the most complete libraries on tropical agriculture in the ‘Jestern
Hemisphere. The gift was made by the Tropical Flant iesearch Foundation of

Yonkers, New York on April 2lst,

A shipment of books, periodiéals, maps and miscellaneous pamphlets
weighing five tons was received by the Institute from this Foundation, ¥ost
of the material has basen sent directly to Turrialba in order to establish a -

library as quickly as possible.

In addition to this material the Tropical Plant Research Foundation .
assigned to the Institute all its right, title and intsrsst in the copyright =~
of the well known book written by Tom Gill, "Tropical Forests of the Caribbean",
copyrighted in 1931 by the Foundation. It made a similar transfer to the
Institute of the book, "Soils of Cuba", written by H. H. Bennett and R. V.
Allison, Also the Foundation made available to the Institute a supply of -

these books. "Tropical Forests of the Caribbean" is a beautiful edition ..

lirited to 1000 numbered copies, "Soils of Cuba" contains complete maps of -
. soils in that country. ° : .

Tha collection has been named the "Orton Memorial Library" in honor
of the late Dr, William Allen Orton who, as Director of the Foundation, did
much toward the development of Latin American agriculture and forestry.,

The Institute is honored by the gift of this library., It is a very
valuable contribution and it was eagerly sought after by other organizations,
Opoortunity is taksn to thank the officers of the Tropical Plant Research
Foundation for this gift and to assure them that it will not only be maine
tained and uscd but also be expanded with a visw to neking it tho outstanding
library on tropical agriculture in Latin America.

It will be available a2t the Institute's hcadquarters at Turrialba,
Costa Rica, for consultation by scicntists, schol~rs, growers and othars
intsrested in devsloping tropicel egriculture, The Institute is fortunate
in having acquired this library from one of the pionesring organizstions in
the development of tropical agriculture in the Amsricas,



ACQUISITION OF RU:BZR PLANTATION IN PANALA

All negotiations for the acquisition of the property owned by
the Goodyear Rubber Plantations Company in Panama, known as the All
Weather Sstates, have been completed. The transfer of the property
to the Institute and the negotiations for a contract to carry on the
operations were opened with the Panamanian Government in July, 1943 by
Mr. Pixley, Business i.anager of the Institute, These negotiations
were completed on August 23rd by the Secretary, Mir. J. L. Colom, who
made a trip to Panama for that purpose. :

The Rubber Development Corporation made a grant to the Institute
of $38,600 to acquire the equipment and supplies and to operate the
station. In cooperation with the Bureau of Pilant Industry of the
United States Department of Agriculture, research on rubber will be
carried out., These activities will be further described as work gets

-under way,

The property comprises 1155 hectares of land situated on the
shores of Gatun Lake, The value of the land, buildings and equipment
is set at about ¢80,000, the Goodyear Rubber Compeny having made a net
investment in the property of $295,000. There are about 700 acres
planted to rubber, some of which have beecn badly damaged by the South

Amarican leaf discase,

The agreement with the Panamanian Government for this operation
is as follows:

e em———
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AGHEZEINT BUTUEEN THE SOVERNLTNT CF PrlNabia
and
TH: INTER-AESKICAN_EKSTITUTE oF AGRIZULTURAL SCIZNCES

FCi THS OPIRATION CF THIZ ALLUIATAER E5TATSS

L )

THIS AGRIELINT, entered into by the undersicned, to wit: JUal
GaLILDO, sScer:tary of Stete for agriculture and Coimerc2, on behalf of
the hationnl Govermacnt, hereinafter desipnated as the Governnent, party
of the first part; and JOSE L. COLOL, on behalf of the Inter-arerican
Institute of agricultural Sciences, hereinafter referred to as the
Institute, party of the second part, WITNISSITH:

. WHiRERS, in accordance with the report epproved by the Governing
Board of the Pan .merican Union on October 7, 1942, the Intsr-anerican
Institute of agricultural Sciences has been organized;

WVHIREAS, said Institute is an official organization of the
twenty-one aAmerican Republics, and its Board of Directors is the Governing
Board of the Pan american Union;

'HER:345, said Institute was incorporated in the District of
Columbia, United States of america, on June 18, 1942;

JHZRZAS, the purposes of the Institute are to encourage and
advance technical agricultural trazining &nd the development of the agri-
cultural sciences in the American Republics, by means of research, education, _.
and extension activities in the theory and nractice of agriculture and re-
lated arts and sciences;

THIRZAS, the Goodyear Rubber Flantations Company has agreed to
convey to said Institute the property known as "all Weather Zstates", cone
prising-a tract of land situated on the shores of Gatun Lake, and of which
350 hectarzss, more or less, are planted to ru-:ber trees of the species
fevea brasilisnsis, many of which are infected with thes tlizht known as
Dothidella ulai.

{HAR3a3, recognizing the necessity of utilizing diseasc-resis-
tant and superior-yielding strains of th=2 rubber trese Hevea brasiliensis
as the basis for the establishnent in the vest=rn Hemisrhere of a permanent
and productive rubber industry, the Institute purposss to accuire the
above-described prop:rty, for ths continuation of r:asearch alrsady begun:

NOW, THEZREFORZ, IT IS LUTUALLY AGR2iD »3 FOLLO'S:

1. The Governnent of Fanama approves the coaveyance of "All
tlzathar Istates" to be made by thse Goody:ar luhb:r rlantations Company to
the Inter-amcerican Institute of agricultural Sciences. ’ ‘

-
-
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2. The Institute agrees to continus the rasearch work in
progress at the "All Weather Zstates" for obtaining a hich yield of
Havea brasiliensis rubber, free fram blight,

3. The Government of_Panama shall permit the Institute to
import and export whatever materials are necessarv for the conduct of the
research referred to in this agreemsnt, such @s seeds, shoots, clones, or
plants, provided ths Institute certifiss that szid materials are free
from blight.

4. The Government of Panama authoriz:s the Institute to carry
out any and all of its objectivas as defined in article 3 of its cartifi-
cate of incorporation, transcriked below, at the all Veather Estates" or
on any other prop:rty it may subszcucently accuire.

"Third: The business and objectives of this Institute are to
encourage znd advance aducation and sciences in the .merican Republics
throuzh teaching, research, exparimentation, extension activities, genceral
education and training in the science and art of agriculture, and other
related arts and scisnces; and in furtherance of the business and objacts

of this Institute.

(a) To develop, establlsn, construct, improve, siuip, finance,
operate, supervise, and sive assistance in the establish-
ment and maintonance of an institute or institutes and
branch:s thsrsof, exp:rirent stations, faros, ranches,
laboratorizs, c¢ducational and scientific cent.rs, librarics,
and other physical plants and facilitics, in any or &ll of
the American Republics, end, within its discretion, make
available such institutec or institut.:s, and braacies thor:of
exp:riment stations, farms, ranches, laboratories, :ducationd
and scientific centers, librarizs, and other physical plants
and facilities, ‘and ths results accownlished tharein, to any
Anmcrican Republie, loczl :ov:rmacnt, porson, firm, associa-
tion, corporation, institution, or oth’r body of p:irsons how=-
ever designated.

(b) To purchas:, acccpt, teke, lehse, receive, or accuire (by
gift, contribution, becusst, devise, or otherwise), tc own
and hold, opgrgte, menage, duvcloc, and ioprove any property,
or interests in prop:rty, real or personzl, vithout limita-
tion as to thz amount or value, in any of the american Renub-
lics; to zive, erant, donate, land, sell, assign, transfer,
exchange, convzy, lease, nrortgzge, nledse, hypoth;cate, or
otherwise cexercise all priviless of ovnership cver such
property.

(¢) To collaborats :ith and aid or assist in any manner whatso-
;ver by loan, grants-in-zid or otherwisc, of ronsyv and
assets, and to otherwise l:nd assistance to any americen
ﬂc_uollc, local government, parson, rirm:, cssociation,
corporztion, institution, or cther hody of parsons howzver
designated, in the rcalization of the nsurposes of this
Institute.

= o
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(d) To receive gifts, contributions, fratuitics, and donations
of money and prop:rty, or interest in prop:rty, both real
and personal from any amsrican R:ipublic, local governnmant,
person, firm, association, corporation, institution, or
other body of pzrsems however desiznated.

(e) To onter into, wmake, perferm and carry out contracts and
agreencnts of cvery kind and dsscription, without limit as
to anount, with any ancrican Rapublic, loecal jov.rnment,
pzrson, firm, essociation, corporation, institution, or cther
. hody of p:rsons how:v.r designated.

(f) To cultivate, grow, or otherwiss nroduce, hervest or othuir-
wis¢ gath:r, purchasz, take or otherwisc accuire, dcal in,
store, nandle, prepare, nanufatturs, process, mark:t, trans-
port, ship, scll, donat:, or othirwise dispose of all agricul-
tural commodltlbs and products th.reof, and all other supplics
neccessary or desirabl: to carry out the purposes of this
Institutec.,

(g) In general to carry on &ny other business in conncction with
th: forogoing, suitable and proper for the eccomplishmznt of
the business and objccts of this Institute.

5. It is sgread thet tha Institute sh:1l be an cducational and
ientific 1nst1tution, organizad for nurposes oth:r than »rofit,

: 6. Tha Institute is oxcmpt from national 2md nrovincizl inrosts
and taxes of cll kinds, presant and future, as well &s froni comm:rcial
levies, manifests and restrictions of any kind on the movaaent of their
funds, as long as th: szid institution rer:ains an 2ducational and scienti-
fic organization, conduct:d for non-profit purposss.

7. Thoe personnel of the Institute, as :cll as its studants and
seizntists, visiting or attached to th: Institut:z, wrovided they cr: of a2
class pecrmitted to immigratv, shall e subjected to a minimun of formnl-
itiszs on their comdng to or going fras Funena, and VJ ir stay in tn: d2-
puolic shall be without the dznosit and othor formeliti:s usuaily rﬁ'u.r=d

of forsizners.

3. The Institut: may s:t up its own fund for pensiens, retirsmeat,
medical assistance, stc., for its for:izn personncl, independentiy of the
fund ¢xisting in the country. ‘'hile such ¢ fund has not been sst up, the
Instituts, @s wall cs th: personnel refurred to, shall be moverned by the
frovisions of the Femimanizn law on the subject. 'Vith rosaect to rznamenian
anployces, the Institute shall b: bound to ceontribute tne suotas requir:
in accordince with the Soci<l Szeurity laws of Panena,

G. Thz privat: property of omployees =nd officials shall not be
h:ld liable for th: debts of the Institute,



10, lkon-conmplirncs with any of the oblizetions assumed by
the Instituts shall zive the Government the right to rescind this contract
~dninistratively,

11, Tha pruesent contrict is for a t.rm of 20 (twenty) yecars,
unl :ss canceled uncer the foregoin: clausa,

12, This contract, to oz valid, recuircs the approveal of His
Zxcelleney the Fresident of the Republic dnd riust be submitted to thas
aproval of the id-tionel assambly ~At its ncxt regular session,

IIV " ITNISS “'HIRTIOF, th: nartics sign and ssal the foregoing
agreenient in duplicate, <t the city of Panusc, on august 23, 1943,

(5ianed) JUAN GALINDO
Sucretary of Agriculture «nd Cormairce

(Signed) JOSE L. COLOL:
Sceretary of the Inter-ancrican
Institute of agricultural Scicnces
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ATFUSLIC OF Pallais = waTIC:AWL SIZECUTIVE FOLWER - 1.LVIISTRY OF AaGRICULTURE
oD COLLCE. - Ponann, auzust 23, 1943,

fIC.HDO ~EBOLFO D3 Le. SULIDLL

tdnist:r of agriculture ~nd Commcrce

JUall GALINDO



[ZWORAIDUL OF ULDIRSTALDING

batween
THE DITER=-auZRICAN THSTITUTE COF o~GRICULTURAL SCIHHCES
cnd ghe

THE BUREZAU CF FLauT IiDUSTRY, SOIL3, «iD nu.t CULTURAL SKGILISERLG
AaSRICULTURAL 1Z53a3CH ADI:IHISTRATION
URITED 5TaATi5 DIF RTIZET CF ,;GRIC LTURE

rnelative to
Plentation Rubber Investigctions znd Distrihution of Propzzating
ieterial from allweather Flantation, epudlic of Panama

Zffsctive “vhen signed

_ The object of these coomerative investizations and distributions
of nleanting natericl is to LACIIItuhe rubter aroduutlon in Pznziae and other
countries of the ‘.estern Heiisphere.

The Inter-american Institute of .sricultural Sciences znd the
Sureau of rlent Incustry, 3oils, and agricultural dnrineering, agricule
tural Ressarch adrdnistration, United stotes Depart.ent of agriculture,
rnutually recognize the necessity of utilizin:; discase-resisting and sup=-
2rior yielding strains of the Para ruhbver tree, Hevea bresiliensis, as
the basis for £. perrwunent self-sustainine ruabher incustry in the .Jestern

demisnhere. i.any such rasistant strains clons ‘with numerous hish-yielding
Sastern clones, the latter in various stouces of detariorction bzcuause of
1z:af blight susceptibility, have »neen propacated and planted during the
past five to cight rears on the allweathoer °1tnt1+1on in courss of cxper-
~d3ntul vork by its formor owner, the uoodyeur Rubber Plantations Corpnny.
Zxpansion of thv diszense rasistrnce #nd funnicidal spraying tests during
the past two years unier o sgparcte nmemorandws of understanding “etwsen
tnis company and th: 3urseu of Flent Incustry has resulted in incransad
knoviladge of the antirials ond their Zurth:r aultinlicition on thnis
plantation. The recent 2eruisition of thnis oi'nt tion hy th. Iuter-.er-
ic n Instituts of ~gricultural Sciinczs nd the cvnflnuvd int:rzst of th
Zurcau of Flant Industry, 3oils, and n;“'»ulturrl dngincering mnks possi
the utilization of the plontings for tiie honefit of the intir-acsricon
rubb:r progr:m ..s i wholi, Tho disirzbility of paximum utilizotion of
¢xisting rosistant nateriel and continuntion of limited rescarch for ths
dvv-lopment of additional r.sistaent and rore genernlly adaptadlie clonss

are rutuzlly recognized,

C
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To accomplish these purposes, it is nutually &greed that the
sroject be conducted cooneratively.
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The Inter-anerican Institute of acricultural Jciences agrees: .

1. To assign to the Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and agricultural
Znzineering technical surn=2rfisorv control ov:r 2ll rubber nluntings

on the allws2ather rlantation and their utilization, or development.

2. To repair as iieeded and otherwise naintain nscessary living
cuarters for tha 3uresau's ranresentative.

3. To maintain &t its exbvense a vlantation ranager, necesszry labor,
implements, and othzr rat:rials, facilitieo, and sarvicss rzguire
for salvaging and 2ffective utilization of the rubber plantings.
The Burezu of Plant Industrv, Soils, and Agricultural Zncinzering

agrees:

1. To furnish the part-tirie services of a trained rubbei' tachnologist
to supervise esssntial operations for salvacing, w»ropagating, and
exportinan plantin~: matarial fror: the lirnited acreaszs of rasistant
trzes on the nlli:eather .lgntatlon.

2. To supervise, as necessary, actual seed collection, hucddin:s of
selected strzins, digqing and »nackin: bHudded stwaps, or preparation
o hudwood for shipment from the plantation.

3. To conduct breedin: work as .xay ‘e nossible.

L. To ive technical assistance on other pnasss for elfective
utilization of the rubbLar plantinss.,

5. To rzke necessary arran;enents with othar age:ncies or persons
who vill receive plantin; naterial froc the sllieather Flantation.

6. To nay costs for nacking and transnortation of slanting material
to cestination.

It is rutuzlly acreed:

1. That tii2 cooperative activities for cchisvement cof tine ctjesctives
of this (lsmorundwn shall be in uccordance t.ith the laws, rsgulations
or restristions of tha Republic of Feancne, suhject, lLoiever, to the
laws of the United stutes and the regulations of the United States
Department of agriculture insofar as thz Jurzau of Plant Industry,
Soils, and n»rlcu;yural Zngineerins is concerned.

2. That ublication of tihi2 results of the coom:rative proiccts may he
by cither party »nrovidin~ th:2 cooperative nature of the work is
rezosnized and @ copy of the nanuscrint is furnishad ths cooverator
for review previous to putlicwztion,
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3. That no stated =mount of funcs is oblinctad on the part of

either cooperator, but exscution of th: -.orl is danendent upon nllot-
nent or appropristion of funds »:ing =vailable.

4. This izmorandun of Understandins will bz effectiiv: upon exceution
by the parties h:rcto and will continuz in effect Zor un indafinite
pariod subject to cvailability of funds for tihe vork. It shall bhe
subject to revision by nutual consent of th: nartizs conc:rnaed and
either party is at liberty to withdrew upon cue ncticc, Hz2rucsts for
any najor change or notification of intuntions of ixithdrawviis snall
be submitted to the other narty for consideration nct later then 90
days in advance of the effective period desired.

June 14, 1943 ’ (sian:d) Zarl i., Bressman
(date) vircctor, Inter-amecrican Insti-
tute of agricultural Jciences

June 22, 1943 (signed) F. r. Cullinen
(date) actin,, Chi:f, Swri-a of Flant
InoustrV, bo*is, and agricultural
gnsineering, .-criculturcl Resaorch
administration, U, &, Departrent
of agriculturc

Approved:
Jun: 25, 1943 (signed) Le .. noeler
(date) . Dirsctor, Gffize of Foroign
agricultursl Relations
Jul 1943 (siznzd) . C._auchter
(date noricultural 4eSiorch aoilinis-

trator, U. 5. ewartient of
agriculture,
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‘PRIORITIES, PURCHASES AND CONSTRUCTION

The construction program for the Inter-American Institute of Agricul-
tural Sciences at Turrialba, Costa Rica, was not started until the middle
of March of this year, Since that time, progress has been satisfactory.

A large force of workmen have been employed, grounds have been cleared for
the construction and a warehouse built for storing materials as they arrive.
Surveys of the site have been made and a base line established for future

reference. Locations have been selected for the buildings to be constructed
now and for those to be constructed in the future. Preliminary water supply .

and sewage system studies have been completed and a guest house has been
built,.

Prior to March, 1943, drawings and specifications, for what was con-
sidered a basic plant, had been prepared by the Division of Plans. and Ser-
vice, Bureau of Chemistry and Engineering of the U. S. Department of Agri-
culture., The plans were for an Administration building, a dormitory for-
men, complete with kitchen and mess hall, and six faculty residences with
detached servant quarters for each residence.

However, it was decided that only a part of the dormitory and the
six faculty residences with servant quarters could be built with the funds
available at this time, and that some of the dormitory rooms could be used
for laboratories until the Administration building should be built. There-
fore, approval, licenses and priorities were requested for materials for
that amount of construction only. The Office of Economiec Warfare agreed,
informally, to gzrant licenses for the exportation of a bare minimum of
critical materials needed in the first stages of construction,

It was found that the detail involved in making quantity estimates
of the materials required, in obtaining priorities for, purchasing and ex-
porting these materials demanded the full time services of an experienced
engineer. Accordingly, we employed a Purchasing Engineer who was instruc-
ted to obtain all the necessary permits, priorities, etc., and to have the
nmaterials shipped as quickly as possible.

Since the drawings and specifications were prepared before the short-
age of materials in this country became acute, they called for the use of
critical materials now unobtainable. In some cases the riaterials indicated
would have required an amount of shipping space <ntirely out of proportion
to the benefits to be gained by their use., The first step was, therefore,
revision. of the drawings and specifications, cutting to a minimum critical
and e xcessively bulky materials and providing for the more extensive use
of materials obtainable in Costa Rica. The revision was made by the design-
ers with the help of the Purchasing Engineer and it is believed that the
revised plans are as satisfactory as the original ones.

In the meantime, the Purchaéing Engineer made application for the
necessary licenses and priorities. The Office of Fconomic Varfare made
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available to the Institute the first quarter surpluses for Costa Rica which
necessitated the placing of contracts for these materials within the next

ten days (when the quarter ended) and restricted the application of the
priorities to materials already manufactured. Due to lack of time, contracts
were awarded on a unit basis subject to standard extras, etc.; the exact
quantities and sizes of materiald to be shipped, to be settled later.

Within the next few weeks the revision of the drawings was completed
and the materials list worked out for the various suppliers., Shop draw-
ings, where required, were checked and other general preliminarics to the
manufacture, cutting and shipping of materials were settled.

Shipment of these materials have be:n expedited in cvery possible
way. Detailed estimates of other materials, requiring priorities and al-
lotments have been made and filed, Thesce priorities are just being ree
turned and contracts are being awarded as quickly as possible.

War regulations and restrictions have made purchasing and shipment a
complicated and time consuming process. Take for example the case of the
conduit for electric wiring. After the drawings, showing the locations of
the various outlets, switches, etc., were completed, an estimate was made
listing size, length and . guantity of the conduit. A supplier who could
furnish the material was located and asked for a quotation, although the
conduit could not yet be bought or even reserved. Forms were then filled
out and application made for an export license, involving much detail list-
ing of sizes, types, quantities and prices under various commodity numbers.
Upon receipt of the export license, request was made for priorities. Since
priorities for certain materials are granted by the Office of Economic War-
fare and for others by the Var Production Board, separate forms must be
made out for each item of material. It takes from two days to two months
for priority applications to be acted upon and returned. In our case, this
process is further delayed by the fact that the Institute is outside of the
United States and the priority permissions must be passed uvon by the for-
eign divisions of the Yar Production Board. (By this time, the chances are
that the supply situation has changed and it becomes necessary to find an-
other supplier.) After the priority was granted the order was placed with
the supplier whose quotation was used in obtaining the priority. It took
gogt months to reach this point in the negotiations for the electric con-

uit,

VWhen the material is almost ready to be shipped, an application for
shipping space is made to the Q. Eo W, which, if approved, is sent to the
W§P Shipping Administration in New York who then instruct us to book ship-
Ping space. The War Shipping Administration does not assign shipping space
but merely grants permission to apply for it. %hen thc shipping space has
been engaged, an application for pe¢rmission to ship to port is filed in
¥ew York. This application is then sent to the Traffic Control Division
of the Var Department and when allowed is returned to us., We file the ap-
Proved application with the Railway Association in New York and notify the
Supplier of the serial number, instructing him to ship to port. On arrival
& port, the shipment may have to be stored until the ship is ready for
loading, In most cases the shipment will be unloaded at some transfer
Point where it will lay until it can be moved on to Costa Rica. Shipping
and delivery may take from six weeks to six months. ‘
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At the present time, approximately 4500 bbls. of cement, 350 bbls,
of lime, 240 tons of reinforcing steel, 6 tons of nails and practically
all of the pipes and fittings needed have been shipped and are either

en route or already at Turrialba.

—

Actual construction of the faculty residences will begin shortly and,
as soon as the conduit for electric wiring is delivered, construction of
of the dormitory will be started. The conduit is scheduled for shipment
about September 10, 1943. After that, it is believed that materials can
be delivered before they are actually needed and that the work ean proceed

without delay.

The contract for the construction of the dormltofy and six faculty
residences was signed early in July, 1943 by the Northern Rallway Company
of San José, Costa Rica, as contractor.

The contract provides that the contractor shall furnish all tools and
equipment and shall construct the building in accordance with the drawings
and specifications. In return he shall be paid a fixed fee for the use
of the plant, superintendents of construction, ete., and, in addition, shall
be paid the actual cost of labor, material, transportation and other con~
struction expenses. The Instifute is to purchase and deliver to site such
materials as cement, reinforcing steel, plumbing and electrical supplies
which cannot be obtained at a reasonable ccst in Costa Rica.
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FISCAL RZPORT

In response to a request of the Pan American Union, which is the
fiscal agent of the Institute by provision in its Certificate of In-
corporation, the Government of the United States, throngh the Office
of the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, made a grant-in-aid for
the benefit of the Institute, The grant was for $465,000.00 and pro-
vided that not over 4365,000.00 should be used for "construction of
buildings and other facilities" and the remaining amount for adminis-
trative and operating expenses. bMonthly progress and financial re~
ports covering the grant are subnitted to the Office of the Coordinator

for its information.

-

Pendinz the necessity for large disbursement of funds, some short
term obligations of the United States Governmsnt were obtained, Thase
securities are in the custody of the Treasurer of the United States.

In order to facilitate operations in Costa Rica and vieinity, an
account was established in the name of the Institute in the Banco
Nacional de Costa iiica at San José, The Business Lanager in Costa
Rica, who is a bonded official, was authorized to draw on this account,
He renders monthly statements and submits receipts and papers to the
Washington Office where all accounts are kept, ‘

The By-laws provide that the fiscal year of the Institute be July 1lst
to June 30ths The books and financial records for the past fiscal year -
were examined and found in proper order by Wm. Gordon Buchanan and
Company, Certified Public Accountants, ‘ashington, D, C,

A statement of cash receipts and expencditures for the year ended
June 30, 1943 follows:
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INTZR-ALZRICAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIZICES

SULlARIZZD STATIEMENT OF IiCCiZi AND BEXDEIDITURES

FOR _TH= FISCAL YZiR ZNDING JUNZ 30, 1943

THCOLLS:

Original Grant-in-aid from the United 5States tinrough
the Office orf the Coordinator of Inter-american affairs (465,C0C.CO

Interest on Government Securities 1,215,00
Sale of Yood 141,31
Intersst on Bank D:posit 6.71

TOTAL DJCOI‘-E.".......l.'.ll"...l.......".'l... Q./h66,958052

Construction Operating

SXPINDITURES Costs IxXpense Total
Salaries 5 1,785.00  16,672.52  18,457.52
Travel Zxpense - 4,930.73 4,920,73
Quarters Allowance - 803.22 803.32
Zouipment 258,47 11,593.55 11,852,12
kiaterial, Plans and

Specifications _ 20,471.19 - 20,471.19
‘Jashington Office Expsnse

and Supplies - 2,139.45 2,1539.45
Postage, Telaphone and

Telegraph - - 192.74 192.74
Truck and lutomobile ixpense 53.46 757.C2 810.48
Tools and Suppliecs - 922,22 1,059.58 2,C21.2C
Zditorial Ixoense - 450,00 L5C.00
izbor ' 2,154L.45 6,312.11 8,466.56
Costa fican Office ixpense

and Supplies LS.53 701.15 7L9.71
Freight and .ixpress - 21L.77 214.77
idscellancous Zxpansa - 27.23 27.28

225,693.32  45,994.35  471,637.67

rurchase of Short Tarn

GOV.:!I‘nment SecuritiBS..............--..-....... 0010W3020982071

IO:HL L‘::G:EIDIT{JRES.'.'.OOOQ'.'QCO'.'.O‘I..‘..l

ceeere3Th,670.38

CﬂSH BALA”CE, Jl]l:?l 30, 191‘3000'000000otctoovﬂtotlot.ttn",’ 22]288.114»
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ACTION PROGIw ZOR THE

LVTER-AITRICAT INSTITUTC OF AGRICUL

TURAL SCIZNCES

As sct forth in Articlc II of the Coavention whiel
Intcer=lacrican Institute of Jgricultural

pcermancat status of tac
Scicncas, "thce purposcs of the Iastitut.
tac develop.ient of agricultural scicnces
through rescarch, teaching cnd extensioz
practice of asriculturc =nd rel tcd rorts

rccognizes it

ars to encourcge and zdvance
in the Amsrican Republics
activitics in the tacory amd
and ccicnees", Hencc,

AR VS
carrying on agricultural rescarci is tiuc first consideration of

the Iastitute.

In formulating tiae over-all rcsearch prosrait for the Institute,
gencr2l ficlds of investigotion aincd at solving azricultural
problcoms of international scope writh srimary refercnce to the
western neadspherc will be estzblisicds 411 lines of agricultural
résearch, suca as agricultur:zl and biologieal caeatistry, agri-
cultural cnginecring, agriculturcl cconoaies, aaic:l iadustry,
inc¢luding discases and parasitcs, 2airy products, intonology and
zoology, field crops, forostry, scactics, hone zcomomics, horti-
culture, pastures and ranses, plaat pathology, plaat piysiology,
rural sociology, and soils and so0il menagerment will be included
in the rescarcih progras ae funds beconec availzbls cnd as problcms
arc presentcd in these fiolds,

The iaitial program of rcscarceh will'be carricd oz under five
divisions:

I. Division of ‘gricultural Enginccericg
ITI. Division cof .amiz2l Industry
(includiag ~ninl Z2iscrses ond parssitss)
III. DivTiszion of Iutosoleny
IVe Division cf Flint Inluctry
Ve ivision of Soils

Although caex division will bc concceracd priacrily with problems

in its res»neztive ficld, neverticless it is assumed tast thoere will
- ,

¢ collaboration of ¢flfrors botieen divisions iz ordor to give

cornsidcration to all phiascs of .griculture, inscfar as procticablce

In sciscting thie chiicf of eaech rescareh Glvision, aa zttompt will
be to obtain an outstanding scientist from cithor thce Unived
Statces or thc other Amoricaa Rwrublies who hins alroezdy cstablisihed
hirself iax his pzrticular ficld. 'The primary concira of thcese
divizicnal ciicfs =rill be to organize and conduct rosearca. If
fuads are ncde available, the clhicf of czca of the five divisions

PR IR
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ill be selected within a few months in order that they ~ay begin vork

ibout January 1, 1944, After spending some time in consultation with leaders
n foreign agriculture in the United States Department of igriculture, they
ill visit several colleges and experiment stations in the other American
epublics, particularly in the tropjcs.

ron five to ten graduzte students will be selected to carry on research in
ach division under the guidance of the divisional chief, As a prereqguisite
o admission, all students will have a Dachelor's Degree, or its eguivalent,
n an agricultural or related science. It will be the responsibility of each
hief to determine the exact research problem that will be assigned to each
tudent as this will depend upon the chief's interest, the interest zand back-
round of the student, and available material and equipment,

s conditions become familiar to the research staff, each division chief will
rganize at least one seidinar course for the students in his division and in
idition will offer at least one formal course for all of the students in the
nstitute each scholastic ysar., It is planned to kXeep the nwiver of these
ormal courses to a mininwum and since the student body will be camposed only
[ craduates, basic courses in chemistry, physics, botany, zoology and other
tiences will not be offered. All students must become at least bi-lingual
ith respect to the four official languages of the Institute, It is felt

1at teachers of these four languages will be found among the division chiefs
d research students., Flans are being made to begin graduate instruction
1or before July 1, 1944, although the formal ressarch programs will be
itiated as soon as possible,

16 Institute represents 21 countries and so it is important to have a medium
rwhich all can be informed of its activitizs. In addition it is essential
) make available to the public any results of its reszarch, It has teen
lenned for considerable time to publish a cuarterly, emphasizing scientific
indings, rather than general information or policy. In fact, preliminary

rk has been done and a name, Agro-irierica, has been sugz:ssted. It was

ped at this time to have the quarterly in circulation but due to the war
rtain difficulties have erisen and caused the postponenznt of the publi-
tion until a staff is available at Turrialba to take care of the technical
rk involvad in issuing 2 scientific nublication.

list of suggested topics for investigation under ths Institute's initial
search program is attached,



ZXAIPLES 0I SUSGESTED RESELRCE TOrICS

TH= INITIAL RESIARCH rRCCRAL OF TED

INTER-AI ERICAN INSTITUTE CF AGRICULTURAL SCI=i.CiS

I. Division of Ajricultural ZEa ineering

l. Dssign of asgricultural machinery for use on siall far-se

2., Planting and harvesting equipment for intercalary cropse.

3¢ Irrigation equinnent and methods for lowland rice.

L. House design for peons in the trorics.

5. Utilization of soils in the manufacture of adobe, brick and tile.

II« Division of Animal Industry

1. Improveient of livestock and poultry throuzh breedinz.
2, Nutritive value of tropical feeds for livestocks

3, Diszases and parasites of animals.

Le lieat cutting and packing.

5. lanufacture of cheese and other dairy products.

III, Division of Entomology

1. Life aistory of najor rield cron, fruit, and vegetable inssectis,
2. Insects affecting man and livestock,

3¢ Biological control of insects in the tropicse

Le Insecticides and their value under trorical ccaditions.

5« Systenatic studies of tropical insects.

IV, Division of Plant Industry

1, Corn culture at various altitudes,

2, Improverent of edible soy beans for the tropics tirouza
breeding and selectione.

3., Effect of shade on coffee production,

L« Inprovement of pastures and forage cropvs.

5. Fruit and vezetable cultural problens.

Ve Division of Soils

l. Relationship of pid to phosphorus availability in tropical soils.
2+ 3501l erosion in the tropics.

3+ Classification of tropical soils.

Lo 30il managerient under irrigation.

5 Value of fertilizer in soils under tropical coaditions.



BUDGET FOR FISCAL YZAR, 1943-19LL

(Tentativas)

Funds on Hand, July lst

nce of Original Construction ggerations
it-in-Aid 340,000,00 v55,000,00
115, 1943 Requests for Funds

ition of Wings to Dormitory $126,500.00 $35,000,00
s of Administration Building ~ 231,000,00

dditional Faculty Houses 90,500.00

¥ Products and Cold Storage Bldgs., 78,750,00

trical Generating Plant 31,500,00

r Supply 10,700.00

ge Disposal A 8,500,00

s and Drainage 5,500,00

trical Transmission 3,200.00

ingencies . 3,850,00

d Total 2590, 000,00

st 6, 1943

rovide budget (including .

ry, travel and living .
ises) for five outstanding

itists to head divisions of
wlogy, Agricultural Engineering,
1 Husbandry, Plant Industry and

i $50,C0C, 00
leather Plantation, Panama $10,000, 00 28,600,00

' $10,000,00 578,600.00

- Disbursements
Fiscal Ysar, 1943-194L

Lal and Construction %930,000,00 . '
>y and Operations : w140,000,00
sather Plantation, Panama ' 10,000,00 28,600,00

3940,000,00 %163, 600,00

i W e TN h W aY BN Y G PO UL S D T IDUR. | [ - . . 2N L e _




COLVELTION

The Inter-anierican Committce

on agriculturc had had under consideration
alnost since its inception a donvention for
the oparation of the Institutc. From time
to timc it has gonc ovor preposals for such
a Convention and finally, at a mceting on
August 4Lth, adopted a Draft of a Convention
which was prescnted to the Govarnin- Bozrd
of the Fan american Union on September 13,
1943,

The following is the text of the
rcport prescnted to the Board:
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REPORT OF T:HE INTER-AMERICAN COMIITTEE CON AGRICULTURE
SUBLITTING TO THE GOVERNLNG BCARD OF THE FA A'TRICAN UNION
THE DRAFT CONVENTION ON THE INTER-AMERICAN

INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIZICES

In accordianco with the recon .andations o7 the Governing
ard of the Pan American Union gade at thc meetings of June 4,
ly 2, and October 7, 1942, the Inter-American Conaittee on
riculture has prepared a Draft Coanvention on the Inter-imerican
stitute of Agricultural Sciences.

At the special meeting of the Governing Board, held on
8 4, 1942, the Constitution and By-Laws of the Institute were
roved until such time as a Convention, giviag parmanent character
the Institute, could be ratified. .

The Committee, in accordancz with these recommendations,
i the honor to submit the attachsd Draft Convention to the Goveraing
rd, with the sugzesticn that it be submitted to the Governments

' Observation and comment, It is furtiher recommcnded that the

ernments be requested to send their repliss to the Fan Zmerican



Union- prior to December 1, 1943, im order thet thereafter the
definitive text of the Ccnvention mzy be prepared and opened to

the signature of the Governments memcers of the Union.

Carlos i’y Escalante Enricue Lopez Herrerte
Delegate of Costa Rica Delegate of Guatemala
R, Ballivién G._Blanco i,
Jelegate of Bolivia Delegate of :exico
i, A, l'aulme . J. Chavez
Jelegate of Ecuador velegate of Feru
Hector Davic Castro zarl N, “rcssman
Delegate of El1 Salvedor Celegate of the United States

_ _Arturo Leres
Delegzte of Venezuela
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DRAFT CCMVENTICH FCR THE

INTER-AMERICAL: INSTITUTE OF aGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

~

~

"~

The Governments of the American Republics, desiring to proe
mote the advancement of the agricultural sciences and related arts and
sciences; and wishing to give practical effect to the resolution approved
by the Eighth American Scientific Congress held in Washington in 1940,
have agreed to conclude a Convention in order to recognize the perma-
nent status of the Inter-imerican Institute of Agricultural Sciences,
hereinafter referred to as "the Institute," on the basis of the followe
ing Articles:
Article I

4The.Contracting States hereby recognize the permanent status
of the Inter-Aizerican Institute of Agricultural Sciences, at present
incorporated ﬁnder the laws of the District of Columbia, U.S.A., as of
June 18, 1942; and they agree to recognize the Institute as a legal
entity in accordance with their own legislation. The Institute shall
have all the rights, benefits, assets, lands and othef property to

shich it was or may be entitled as a corperation, and shall assume all

the obligations and contracts for which it became responsible as a cor-

noration.,

The executive headquarters of the Institute shall be located

in Uashington, D. C. The principal field headquarters of the Institute
shall be located in Turrialba, Costa Rica., Regional offices of the

Institute may be maintained throughout the American Republics,



PURPOSES
Article I1

The purposes of the Institute are to encourage and advance
12 development of agricultural sciences in the American Republics
rough research, teaching and extension activities in the theory and
actice of agriculture and related arts and sciences,

In furtherance of these purposes the Institute may, subject
)the laws of the several countries, exercise the following powers:
»develop, finance and operate similar establishments and installations
tone or more of the American Républics; to give assistance in the
ﬁablishment and maintenance of organizations having similar purposes
}the said Republics; to purchase, sell, lcase, improve or operate any
}werty in the American Republics, in accordance with the purposes of
FInstitute; to collaborate with the Government of any American Re-
hic, or with any other organization or cntity, and to give assistance
%um same; to receive contributions and donations of money or property,
th real and personal; to enter into and carry out contracts and agrec=
ts; to raise or acquire and, in eny menner, dispose of all agricul-
hl commodities and producﬁs thereof essential for experimental or
kérch purposes; and to carry on any othgr business or activity zappro-
te to the foregoing purpcses, |

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Article III

The representatives of the twenty-one American Republics on
Governing Board of the Pan American Union shall serve as members of

Institute, eand shall be considered as members of the Board of Directors
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thereof, In the event that any memgzr is unable to attend a meceting

of the Board of Directors the said member of his Government may designate

¢n alternate for that purpose,

The Board shall elect the Director of the Institutc and shzll
tpprove the appointment of the Secrctary made by the Director.,

The Board shal 1 be empowered to remove both the. Director and
me.Secretary by majority vote of its members,

The Board shall determine the compensation of these two officers,

The Board shall supervyise the activities of the Director; who

hall be responsible for carrying out all orders and resolutions of said
lard

The Béard shall approve the budget for the administration of
he Institute to be submitted annually by the Director.

The Board shall receive an amnual report from the Director
pon the activities of the 1nstitute as well as upon its gcneral condition
od financial status,

The Board shall fix the annual quotas of the Institute,

OFFICERS
Article IV

The Institute shall have a Director and a Secretary. The
rector shell be elected by the B oard of Directors in plenary session
r a term of six years; but he may bc reelected one or more times, The
rst term of the Director under the provisions of this Convention shall
:gin as of the day on which this anvention enters into force,

The Secretary shall be appointed by the Dircctor with the

mnroval of the Baard of Diraectars af the Tnstitnte and chal 1l he directlv
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responsible to the Director. =

The Director and the Secrctary shall hold office until their
respective successors shall be choszsn and shall qualify; but fhey may
be removed by vote of the ma,jority of the members of the Institute, The

Board of Directors of the Institute shall determine the remuncration of

these officers,

Article V

1, The Director under the supervision of the Boerd of
Directors shall have ample end full powers to direct the activities of
the Institute; and he shall be responsible for carrying out 211 orders
and resolutions of said Board, |

2, The Director under the supervision of the Board of Direc-
tors shall be the' legal representative of the Institute; and he may
legalize, with the scal of the Institute, all contracts, conveyances
ind other instruments which require' such lcgalization and which in his
ypinion are necessary and advantageous to the operation of the Insti-
ate, In addition, he 'shall be authorized to tzke any other step
iecessary to validate .ﬁuch instruments as may be required or pemitte_d
y law, Thé Director may grant powers to others for all those acts

~

trich he cannot do personally,
3. The Director under the supervision of the Board of Direce

ors of the Institute shall have the power to sppoint, remove and dee
ermine the compensation of employees, N
Lo The Director shall prepare the budgect of the Institute

or each fiscal year, and shall submit it to the Board of Directors

L



et least two months before the annual meeting ot which it will be con-
sidered for approval,

5., The Director shall submit an annual rcport to the Board
of Directors of thc Institute two months bufore the annual mceting, set-
ting forth the work of the Institute during the year and its general
condition and financial status, and he shall submit to the approval of
thc said Board the budget and the plans for thc following year.

THE SECRZTARY

Article VI
The Secretary shall keep the minutes and records of the
Ihstitute, shall exercise all prerogatives and carry out all adminis-

rative duties assigned to him by the Director,



. “TEGHNICAL ..DVISORY COUNCIL

hrticle VII

Provision is made for the establishment of a Technical aAdvisory
founcil, as follows:

l, Zach of the Contracting States may appoint an agricultural
expert to be its representative in the Technical /dvisory Council of the
Iastitute, This Council shall cooperate with the Director on agricultural
zatters of a technical nature, The appointment of eech ranresentative
shall be officially notified to the Secretary of the Institute, The meme
ters of the Council shkall serve for a period of five years at the will of
their respective governments! and may be reappointed one or more times.

2. The Technical Advisory Council shall meet at least once a
jear, under the chairmenship of the Dircctor of the Institute, at such
place as the activities of the Institute may rcquirs. The Director may
nll special meetings of the Council on his owm initiative, whenever the
st intsrests of the Institute may rcquire. Hotice with respoct to any
teting shall be given at lcast two months in advance and siall state the
urpose or purposés of the proposcd mecting.

3, No member of the Tochnical ndviscry Council, as such, shall
sccive from the Institute any pscunisry comp:onsation for his servicos, al-
hough thc Institutoe ﬁay derray traveling cxponsces of tho nmembers of tho

duncil to the annual meeting,

FISG.L ~GINT

- article VIII

Th¢ Pan .morican Union shall act as fisezl agent for and on be-
1T of the Institute, and as such shall receive and disburse the funds.of

1¢ Institute,



MAINTEN,.NCZ OF THZ INISTITUTZ

Article IX

The incomc of the Instttute for its maintenancp and opersation
shall consist of annual quotas paid by the contracting countries, s well
es of legacies, donations and contributions which the Institute may accept.
Such funds and contributions shall be used only.for purposes in keeping with
the general character of the Institute,

The annual quotas shall be determined by the Board of Directors
of the Institute provided the vote is unanimous with respect to the mem-
bers representing the Contracting States, The erounts of the respective
quotas shali be in proportion-to the population of each Coantracting State,

on the basis of the latest official statistics in possession of the Pan

Inerican Union on the first day of July of each year,

The quotas shall be cormunicated ennually by the Pan American
Jnion to the Governments of the Contracting States, and shzll be pzid be-
fore the first of July of each year.

The quota payments of 2ach Contracting Stote shuall commence on
‘he date on which this Convention enters into force with respect to that
tate, prorcted cccording to the number of full calender monthas renaining
.n the current fiscal year,

The fiscal year of ths Institute shcll begin on the first day of

uly,

L.NGU/.GES
srticle X
The official languages of the Institute shall be Spahish, Zng=

ish, Portuguese and French,




POST.L PRIVILIGES

Article XI
Tho Contradting States egroe to extend to the Institute forth-
vith the domsstic and international franking privilege provided in the ex-
isting inter-imerican postal conventions and to ask the Stctes members of
the Paon .mericen Union which heve not ratified the present Convention to

:rent the Institute the same postal privileges.

EX@ PTION FROM T XLTION

Lrticle XTI

Lands and buildings in the territory of any of the Contracting
Ftates of which the Institute is the legal or equitablc ovmer =nd which

rre uscd exclusively for the purposes of the Institute shall be exempt

from taxation of every kind, Noctional State, Provirnecial or Municipzl,
gther than cssessments levicd for services or for local public improve-
ents by which the premises are benefited,

- Furniture, equipment, supplies, construction matcricls and any
ther articles intcended for officizl use of the Instituts shall be exenpt
1 the territery of cny of the Contracting States f;'om evary form 01; toxa-
ion, iacluding customs duties, excise cnd surtaxes,

+11 funds and other prop.rty used for the purposss of the Instie-
ite, £ad all contracts znd other officizl acts of the Institute within
ic scecpe of its purposos shzll likewise be exempt Irom toxztion of every

ind in the torritory of ezxch of the Contracting States,

LOVEZENT OF FUNDS

irticle XIXII

Each of the Contracting Stetes shall take such measures as moy
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EXZMPTIONS JJID PRIVILIGI3 FCR
PIRSONNTL ND STUDENTS

Article IV

Inch of the Contracting States agress that it will accord to

rersons engoged in the work of the Institute or pursuing studies under
the auspices of thc Institute, such privileges with rospeet to cexemption
from taxation and othusr burdeans affceting tiie entry, travel and residence

of such pcrsons as may be appropricte under its laws cnd regulations,

SIGN..TURE .uD R..TIFIC..TICN

article XV
1, The origincl of the present Convention in the 3Inglish,
bpciish, Portuguese and French longusges shell be deposited with the pPan
icrican Union and opened for sigrature by thc Governments of the American
tepublics. The P-i1 .merican Union shall furnish a certifizd copy of the

|
wresent Convention to cach signatory Governmont =nd o ths Government of

iach non-signatory Siate which is = member of the Urnicn. The Fax Jjoierican
aion shall inform 211 the Govoraments of Stotes members of the Pon
mericap Union with respsct to &ll signaturcs and tho reszective dates
hereof,

2 The present Convention shall bz ratified by the siznatory
tatces in confornity with their rcspoetive constitutional orocedures,
hc instruments of ratification shall be dcoposited with th: Pan [merican
nion which shall notify 211 th: signatory Goveraments of cach ratifica-
ion deposited and the datc ol its deposzit.

3¢ The prasent Conventiocn shall come into Torce thraec moaths
fter the deposit of not less than five ratificctions witi: the Pan ,JseTican

nion, any ratificzovion reccivad after the date of the zatry into force



of the Convention shall take effect one month after the date of its de-

posit with the Pan American Union,

DENUNCI..TION

LArticle XVI

1, The present Convention shall, subject to the provisions of
varagraph 2 of this /rticle, remaig in force indefinitely, but nar bs dz-
nounced by any Contracting State b- a notification in writing to the Pan
imerican Union, vhich sholl inform ell the other Contrzeting States of
each notification of denunciation received, .. fter the expir:tion of one
'year from the date of the receipt by the Pan nincrican Uaion of a notificce
tion of denunciation by aﬂ} Cbntracting State, tha present Conveaticn shall
cease to be in force wyith respect to such State, but the Convention shzll
renain in full force and effect with res ect to all the ther Contractirng
Steates,

2s In the event that the number ol Contractin; Statcs should be
reduced to loss thon five o3 the rosaliv of denunci-tions, the rowdaiar
Contracting States shall immedistely consult witi each other with a view
to revising the present-convention and with a view to determining the future
status of the Institute, If, within twé years after the date upon wmnich
the number of Contracting States is reduced to less tizn live, as thz result
cf denunéiations, no agrecment shall have bzen rceachcd by the ramcining Con-
traeting States re-arding the continuation of the Convontion end the stztus
of the Institutc, the Convention sheall, upon the exviration of six months!
vritten notice by any remcining Contracting Stetc, ceasz to be in forcc,
In‘theievcnt that the Convention shouid ceasce to be in force, thec siutus

of the Institute shall be determined by the Governing Boord of, tho Zan
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IN WITNZSS UHLRIOF, the undersigned Plenipotentiarics, having
posited their full powers found. %o be in due and proper form, sign this
nvention in the Znglish, Spohish, Portuguesc and French languages ct the

o American Union, Weshington, D. Cs on bchalf of their respoctive Govern-

ats and affix thereto their seals on the dates appecring opposite their

gnatureso
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sust 4, 1943,
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