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vii
INTRODUCTION

The Inter-American Conferences of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA) are the fora in which the highest
political authorities of the agricultural sector of the
Member States of the Organization of American States
(OAS) and of the Inter-American Institute for Coopera-
tion on Agriculture (IICA), meet periodically to examine
common problems affecting the sector. These Conference
are conducted in accordance with the Rules of Procedure
for Inter-American Conferences of the OAS.

To date, the ICMA has met as follows:

CONFERENCE PLACE DATE
I United States 1930

II Mexico 1942
III Venezuela 1945
Iv Uruguay 1950
\'4 Mexico 1960

VI Peru 1971
VII Honduras 1977
VIII Chile 1981
IX Canada 1987

The Tenth ICMA was held in September 1991, in
Madrid, at the invitation of the Government of Spain.
The central theme of the Conference was "Latin American
and Caribbean Agriculture and the International Context
of the Nineties: Strategies for the Close of the
Century."

This report includes a summary of the
deliberations of the ministers of agriculture, as well
as the Declaration of Madrid, the recommendations and
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resolutions approved, the list of participants and the
addresses delivered during the inaugural and closing
sessions, including the speech by His Majesty, Juan
Carlos I, the King of Spain, during the inaugural
session.
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PREPARATORY SESSION

The Joint Preparatory Session of the Sixth
Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Board of
Agriculture (IABA) and of the Tenth Inter-
American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture
(ICMA), chaired by the representative of Costa
Rica, Mr. Juan Rafael Lizano, Minister of
Agriculture and Livestock, who had chaired the
Fifth Regular Meeting of the IABA, was called to
order on September 22, 1991 at 18:00, in the
Madrid Congress Hall.

In this session, the heads of delegation reached
the following agreements with regard to the ICMA,
to be submitted subsequently for approval during
the First Plenary Session:

- Approval of the Rules of Procedure

- Election of the Chair and First Vice-Chair

- Approval of the Provisional Agenda
(OEA/Ser.K/II1.10.1/-Doc.2(91))

- Establishment of the Credentials Committee
- Establishment of the Style Committee

- Establishment of the Committee for Drafting
the Declaration and Recommendations

- Establishment of the deadline for the
presentation of proposals

- Other business

The session was adjourned at 18:50.
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1.3

1.4

FIRST PLENARY SESSION

The First Plenary Session of the ICMA, chaired by
the Representative of Costa Rica, Mr. Juan Rafael
Lizano, was called to order shortly after the
joint preparatory session.

During this session, the election by acclamation
of the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food of Spain, Mr. Pedro Solbes, as Chair of the
Tenth ICMA, and of the Representative of Uruguay,
Mr. Alvaro Ramos, Minister of Livestock, Agricul-
ture and Fisheries, as first Vice-Chair of the
Conference, were ratified.

Immediately thereafter, Minister Lizano invited
the Minister of Agriculture of Spain, as Chair of
the Tenth ICMA, to take his position at the head
table. After doing so, the Chair submitted the
rest of the agreements reached during the Prepa-
ratory Session to the plenary for ratification.

After explaining the protocol to be followed
during the 1Inaugural Session, which Their
Majesties, the King and Queen of Spain would
attend, Minister Solbes adjourned the session at
19:22.

INAUGURAL SESSION

His Majesty Juan Carlos I, the King of Spain,
accompanied by Her Majesty Queen Sofia, opened
the inaugural session of the Tenth Inter-American
Conference of Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA) and
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the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American
Board of Agriculture (IABA) on September 23, 1991
at 9:30 in the Madrid Congress Hall.

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Canadian
Minister of Agriculture, Mr. Murray Cardiff, was
the first to take the floor and stressed the
importance of pursuing the path set during the
previous ICMA in Ottawa. He stated that if the
PLANLAC was to continue to be successful it would
require the support of the Member States, as well
as funding. He concluded expressing his satis-
faction of passing the Chair, which his delega-
tion had occupied during the Ottawa Conference,
to the Spanish Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, Mr. Pedro Solbes. Mr. Juan Rafael
Lizano, Minister of Agriculture of Costa Rica,
the country which presided over the Fifth Regular
Meeting of the IABA, also spoke of the importance
of the meeting at a time of crisis in the Latin
American rural sector and of important changes in
the world scene. He referred to the importance
of international trade liberalization and voiced
his support for the Uruguay Round of the GATT.

The Director General of IICA, Mr. Martin Pifieiro,
extended a warm welcome to the participants of
the Tenth ICMA and expressed his satisfaction at
the presence of a new Member State, St. Kitts and
Nevis, as well as that of Romania and the EEC as
new Permanent Observer countries. The Director
General stated that this meeting was of special
importance, given the new international situation
and the historic changes taking place in Latin
America and the Caribbean on the threshold of the
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twenty-first century, and he urged the partici-
pants to commit themselves to an open and
constructive discussion.

Ambassador Jod3o Clemente Baena Soares, Secretary
General of the OAS, expressed his satisfaction on
the occasion of the meeting and then proceeded to
summarize the situation of delayed development
and widespread poverty in Latin America. He
trusted that the discussions which would take
place in this forum would serve to define the
necessary means for modernization, growth and
improvement of living conditions for the agricul-
tural sector of Latin America and the Caribbean
(LAC) .

The Minister of Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries,
Forestry and Cooperatives of Saint Lucia and
Chairman of the Sixth Regular Meeting of the
IABA, Mr. Ferdinand Henry, stressed that this
meeting afforded the English-speaking countries
of the Caribbean a special opportunity to es-
tablish and strengthen 1links with countries
outside their region and thereby share experi-
ences.

The Spanish Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, Mr. Pedro Solbes, expressed his satis-
faction at the honour bestowed on Spain as host
of this event and welcomed the participants to
this meeting of ministers of agriculture. He
emphasized the importance his country attached to
cooperation with LAC and the efforts made over
the years in this respect. He also stated that
the meeting was taking place at a momentous time
in history and stressed the significance of such
an event being held in Spain.
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His Majesty, the King of Spain, Juan Carlos I,
welcomed the participants and stated that it was
an honor for Spain to be the site of such im-
portant meetings, especially in view of Spain’s
historic vocation as a bridge between Europe and
the Americas. He added that his country, given
the importance of its historical and cultural
ties with the countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean, and considering the interests they
share, was placing great emphasis on cooperation.
He also pointed out that the Organizing Committee
for the Commemoration of the Quincentennial of
the Discovery of the Americas, under his chair-
manship, had approved the Quincentennial Plan,
which attaches great importance to cooperation in
order to ensure that joint efforts to benefit all
are both practical and visionary.

His Majesty declared the Tenth Inter-American
Conference of Ministers of Agriculture and the
Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Board
of Agriculture open at 10:15.

SECOND PLENARY SESSION

The Second Plenary Session of the Tenth Inter-
American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture
was called to order at 11:15 on September 23,
1991 by the Chair, Mr. Pedro Solbes Mira, Min-
ister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food of
Spain. The Chair gave the floor to Mr. Martin
Pifieiro, Director General of IICA, who introduced
the three working papers on the topics to be
discussed at the Tenth ICMA.
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With regard to the international setting and its
impact on agri-food trade, the Director General
pointed out that over the past four years,
significant developments had taken place which
would affect agricultural production and trade
flows throughout the world. New markets were
opening up in Eastern Europe and the Far East.
Intraregional trade would become increasingly
important, as would subregional integration
arrangements. A growing concern with health and
environmental conservation would open up new
niches for production ~-for example, of organic
foods. Environmental concerns would also stipu-
late substantial change in the technological
profile of most countries. The agricultural
sector would have to be restructured in order to
meet the challenges of the new situation.
Special attention would have to be given to
technological progress and to the development of
human resources. On the matter of the agricul-
tural agenda for Latin America and the Caribbean,
he stressed the importance of ensuring that agri-
cultural progress was promoted in such a way as
to ensure the participation of all the groups of
the agricultural sector. Another vital concern
was that of sustainability, particularly in view
of the fact that between 20 and 30 percent of the
world supply of natural resources for agriculture
are found in the Latin American and Caribbean
countries.

Finally, the Director General of IICA pointed out
that the third document presented to the ICMA
meeting included ten operational proposals for
international cooperation in general, which could
also apply to IICA. He noted that some of the
issues raised could not be adequately dealt with
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until appropriate mechanisms were created for
that purpose.

In his presentation, The Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries of Barbados, Mr. L.V. Harcourt
Lewis, said that his country aimed to move away
from dependence on a few export crops -mainly
sugar and bananas- toward a more diversified and
mechanized form of agricultural production and
that Barbados must increase its agricultural
exports in order to boost foreign exchange earn-
ings. Food security is an issue which concerns
all Third World countries, which need to add
value to their traditional crops through pro-
cessing. Agriculture could also be a vehicle for
generating employment, but production techniques
would have to be upgraded in order to attract
labour back to the farming sector. The Minister
went on to stress the necessity of ensuring
sustainability in agricultural production, a
topic which must be dealt with as a high priority
challenge for both developing and developed coun-
tries. Hence, an institutional framework must be
developed that reflects the objectives and needs
of sustainable development. In addition, educa-
tion must be improved at all levels. Human re-
source development and natural resource conserva-
tion must go hand in hand with modernization and
economic growth.

The Minister of Agriculture of Argentina, Mr.
Marcelo Reginaga, stressed that the 19908 would
be characterized by an increased level of polit-
ical and economic interdependence among all coun-
tries. Argentina was one of the countries which,
having recognized the failure of its isolationist
policies, was now implementing far-reaching



10

changes in its economy, including deregulation,
liberalization, elimination of subsidies and
related measures. Agriculture could play a vital
role in increasing exports and revitalizing the
economy . He pointed out that his country was
already opening up its trade, and had recently
joined Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay in establish-
ing a subregional market, known as MERCOSUR. His
Government was concerned, however, with the
continuing disparities in trade flows worldwide.
Given the importance of agro-exports to the
economies of the Latin American countries, those
countries needed to see international agreements
implemented that would open up new world markets
for agricultural commodities. Argentina wished
to place on record once again its position,
already expressed in the Cairns Group, that the
Uruguay Round must not conclude without substan-
tive agreements being reached with regard to
agriculture. Unfortunately, some of the indus-
trialized countries did not agree.

The Undersecretary of Agriculture of the United
States of America, Mrs. Ann N. Veneman, said that
the role of IICA in strengthening agriculture had
never been more vital for the Western Hemisphere,
as it would have to devise ways to facilitate the
contribution of all sectors of the economy to
promote agricultural development through trade
liberalization. After reviewing the steps taken
in recent years by the United States to open up
trade with Canada, Mexico, and the Central
American and Caribbean countries, as well as the
implementation of the Andean Pact Trade Initia-
tive to encourage legal alternatives to the
production and export of illegal narcotics, she
pointed out that regional market-opening
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initiatives did not intend to replace multila-
teral negotiations but rather complemented them.
In that regard, she emphasized the need for a
successful Uruguay Round agreement, without which
the Western Hemisphere countries could not over-
come the distortions currently existing in world
agricultural trade. The Representative pointed
out that the countries of the Western Hemisphere
must join together to create a world trade envir-
onment in which efficient producers everywhere
could realize their comparative advantage in the
world marketplace. They now had a unique oppor-
tunity, in the hemisphere and in the Uruguay
Round, to reshape world agriculture so that it
could provide economic opportunity for all
nations.

The United States Undersecretary of Agriculture
then introduced Mr. Kika de la Garza, Chairman of
the Committee on Agriculture of the U.S. House of
Representatives, who expressed the interest of
the United States Congress in matters pertaining
to trade relations between the United States and
the Latin American and Caribbean countries.
After reviewing some of the initiatives now
before the Congress, he said that it was signifi-
cant that the meeting of ministers of agriculture
of Latin America and the Caribbean should be held
in Spain, a country which, because of its special
ties with Latin America, could serve as a bridge
between those countries and the countries of the
European Community.

The Undersecretary for Policy and Coordination of
the Secretariat of Agriculture and Water Re-
sources of Mexico (Subsecretario de Politica y
Concertacién de la Secretaria de Agricultura y
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Recursos Hidr&ulicos), Mr. Gustavo Gordillo de
Anda, reviewed the measures being taken by his
country to modernize the agricultural sector and
bring about broad-based participation by rural
society in the process. He emphasized the
importance of a more open and stable interna-
tional agricultural trade, pointing to the onset
of negotiations for a free trade agreement with
Canada and the United States. In reaffirming
Mexico’s commitment to integration in Latin
America, he mentioned the recent signing of a
free trade agreement with Chile and the extensive
agricultural cooperation activities with Colombia
and Venezuela, with Central America within the
framework of CORECA, and with the Caribbean.
Trade blocs should not replace national protec-
tionism with regional protectionism; rather, they
should offer an opportunity for achieving econo-
mies of scale to obtain greater competitiveness
on the world market. For that reason, Mexico was
also strengthening its ties with the European
Economic Community and the Pacific Basin coun-
tries. The Undersecretary noted that it was
important that agriculture be seen as a vital
part of the overall economy. The role of inter-
national assistance agencies must also change,
inasmuch as the credibility of multilateral
technical cooperation was coming into doubt.

Finally, he informed the Conference that the
Government of Mexico wished to offer to host the
next meeting of the Inter-American Board of Agri-
culture. He hoped his country’s invitation would
be accepted, in which case he would look forward
to greeting his colleagues in Mexico at the
seventh meeting of IABA.
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The Head of the Canadian Delegation, Mr. Murray
Cardiff, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, said that Canada supported and
encouraged the growing trend towards trade liber-
alization, as well as the increased integration
and institutional linkages that were developing
in the hemisphere. In moving towards common
policies and a common agenda in the Madrid
Declaration, the governments of the hemisphere
were demonstrating their commitment to change and
IICA’'s role in implementing the agenda. 1In his
view, the six policy pillars of the agenda for
the Madrid Declaration should be the following:
trade liberalization and the international con-
text, integration and the role of trade, develop-
ment and transformation of agriculture, sustain-
able development and environmental sustain-
ability, equity, and the commitment to coopera-
tion in the development of a common policy.

He stated that Canada is a strong supporter of
IICA and intended to take an active role in
implementing the Madrid Declaration. An
important symbol of its closer ties was the fact
that in 1990, Canada, by joining the Organization
of American States (OAS), had become a full mem-
ber of the inter-American system.

THIRD PLENARY SESSION
The Third Plenary Session was called to order at
15:20 on Monday, September 23, under the Chair-

manship of Minister Solbes.

The Chair gave the floor to the Minister of Food
Production and Marine Exploitation of Trinidad
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and Tobago, Mr. Brinsley Samaroo, who pointed out
that he sees international cooperation as being
divided between two areas: one for Latin America
and the cCaribbean, and another for developed
countries. These areas should be integrated,
taking into account that although LAC has its
roots in Europe, its culture is different. He
pointed out that there are great differences
between a farmer in Nebraska and another in St.
Kitts and Nevis, and that true democracy is not
achieved just through the holding of popular
elections. It is of vital importance that this
be taken into account in the Uruguay Round of
GATT, and in the elimination of tariff barriers.
He added that, in his opinion, LAC should estab-
lish intra-regional cooperation in order to
provide the small farmer with appropriate
technology, which does not always come from
Europe or the United States. He noted that
CARICOM is developing an agricultural equipment
program suited to the needs of its member coun-
tries, which it wishes to share with other coun-
tries where conditions are similar. He expressed
his concern over the unequal distribution of
land, the small market for commodities from the
region, and the size of the foreign debt. The
minister referred to the need for the countries
of the region to have access to new technologies
for improving agricultural production, since
trade alone is insufficient. He added that the
developed countries can provide support in this
regard. He pointed out that although the advan-
tages may not be immediately visible, over the
long and medium term, the mutual benefits will be
important for improving the quality of life in
our societies.
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The Minister for Livestock, Agriculture and
Fisheries of Uruguay, Mr. Alvaro Ramos, expressed
agreement with a comment made by the Director
General of IICA: that in the future the agri-food
trade would be the focal point of economic
growth. The great challenge is, he pointed out,
to find the best way to modernize the agricul-
tural sector. This can be achieved by
strengthening agricultural enterprises in the
countries, and integrating them with the service
sector. He pointed out that training is essen-
tial at all levels: academic, business, tech-
nological, and for farm workers. He added that
information is also indispensable, and that the
transfer of technology must be unimpeded so that
it can be adapted rapidly, since it is a deter-
mining factor in the market place. The conserva-
tion and protection of the environment is also a
valid concern, and the modernization of the

" public sector is fundamental for progress.

Innovative actions should be taken to help
capable and intelligent farmers, and to support
those who are behind the times 8o they can
improve. He declared that for this to become a
reality, there must be clear rules in trade, and
protectionism should not be accepted. 1In this
sense, Uruguay, in the current round of the GATT,
prefers to reach no agreements than to reach bad
ones. For that reason, the discussions should
continue until a just and fair agreement is
reached. He added that international cooperation
should address common problems, and the private
sector viewed as the driving force behind devel-
opment. Furthermore, funding agencies should
provide resources for quality projects.
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The Chair gave the floor to the Minister of
Agricultural and Campesino Affairs of Bolivia,
Mr. Mauro Bertero Gutiérrez, who offered a
summary of world events, and of the changes which
have occurred in the international economy. He
emphasized the achievements of his country in the
context of the Enterprise for the Americas
Initiative, progress made in regional integra-
tion, and the favorable environment at present
for negotiation. He also indicated the urgent
need to increase the role played by the agricul-
tural sector. The Bolivian economy shows signs
of change in this respect, although the export
sector, in spite of positive trends in recent
years, is still faced with high marketing costs,
which adversely affect prices on the domestic
market. With regard to the document on the
agricultural agenda, he pointed out that his
country is in favour of modernizing public
agencies, establishing mechanisms for reaching
agreement with the private sector and bringing
about political and administrative decentraliza-
tion in the regions. He also indicated the ne-
cessity for establishing a new price system for
goods and services derived from the ecological
capital, adding that a decree had been issued to
govern the exploitation of forestry resources.
He mentioned that efforts were being made to
reconcile the interest in preserving flora and
fauna with the granting of rights to the
indigenous peoples of the Amazon region. He
stated that the issue of indigenous peoples was
addressed at the Guadalajara summit, and made a
formal proposal that, in the Declaration of
Madrid, special reference be made to the vital
role played by the indigenous peoples in the
region. Agreeing with the comments of the
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Director General of IICA that the three topical
documents of this Conference make up a whole, he
pointed out that Bolivia is in full agreement
with establishing a common agenda for interna-
tional cooperation, and supports dialogue and
actions aimed at integrating the public and
private sectors, the formulation of special
projects for small-scale producers and the
training of human resources to undertake the
modernization of the sector. He concluded by
pointing out that there are many subjects to be
expanded upon and recommended shared responsibil-
ities and joint actions for responding to common
problems in an increasingly competitive and
efficient world, with a view to bringing about
greater solidarity.

The Secretary of State for Agriculture of the
Dominican Republic, Mr. Nicold&s Concepcidén
Garcia, began by mentioning the importance of
conserving natural resources and modernizing
agriculture. He indicated the difficulties his
country faces in producing food, and the need to
be more innovative in order to improve food pro-
duction, create favorable conditions for exports
and improve prices. He added that sustainability
is essential for maintaining farmers’ surround-
ings. The Secretary of State added that many
countries are suffering economic crises, but that
these crises should be seen as challenges for
modernization. It has not been possible to mod-
ernize traditional export crops in his country
due to a lack of resources, and the harsh reality
is that agricultural development can not move
forward due to the demands of international
financial organizations. He added that while
the Caribbean Basin Initiative has fostered new
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forms of production, small farmers had not been
affected. Therefore, international technical
cooperation should take new approaches, focusing
on training for small farmers, whose participa-
tion is essential. 1In concluding, he emphasized
that international technical cooperation should
promote equity, and be flexible and adapt to the
situation of beneficiary countries.

The President gave the floor to the Minister of
Agriculture of Guyana, Mr. Patrick McKenzie, who
referred to the agreements reached during the
Ninth ICMA, especially the urgent need to modern-
ize and diversify agriculture as a means of con-
tributing to economic reactivation, and to the
process involved in preparing the Ottawa Declara-
tion and the PLANLAC. He indicated that the
Caribbean countries have not overcome all the
problems identified in the Plan, above all, those
related to food imports, given that they are
small countries with big problems. The Caribbean
Community formulated a plan of action which was
presented at a meeting of donors last July, and
IICA and other cooperation organizations have
increased their work in the region. He added
that unemployment had increased, salaries had
fallen and the quality of life had deteriorated
in his country. His opinion was that it had been
a lost decade and that efforts were now being
made to correct what had been done. He also said
that in Guyana, difficulties were gradually being
surmounted, although they saw a dark side to
liberalization as concerns their plans for aid to
the poorest sectors. As regards technology, he
mentioned that it is essential for development,
adding that modernization must take land tenure
into account. He mentioned the fact that
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environmental protection was a subject dealt with
by the President of Malaysia, a country which
has offered aid to conserve forests. He asked
for clarification of one point in the document
which was not clear to him, which read "it is
necessary to devise a new system of prices which
will reflect the characteristics of ecological
goods and services." He added that, as far as the
development of human resources was concerned,
little progress had been made. To conclude, the
Minister requested assistance in analyzing the
training and human resource development programs,
and in ensuring that technology is used to full
advantage, indicating that the government and the
private sector must collaborate in this task and
requesting that the Madrid Declaration made
reference to this subject.

The Minister of Agricultural Development of
Panama, Mr. Ezequiel Rodriguez, emphasized that
Panama was a rich country in search of develop-
ment. At this moment, because a high percentage
of its population is living in extreme poverty,
low socioeconomic conditions are of more imme-
diate concern than the problem of natural re-
sources. He stated that the industrialized
countries must recognize the ecological capital
that belongs to the countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean and, at the same time, the
ecological debt they owe to humanity for having
exhausted their own natural resources. He re-
cognized the socioeconomic and technological
problems of conservation, a burden hungry small
farmers are being asked to shoulder in order to
conserve these resources for the future. He
concluded with the suggestion that the partici-
pants in the Tenth ICMA appoint a committee of
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ministers of agriculture, to study and propose,
with the necessary technical support, formulas
for the conservation of our ecological wealth as
a resource for all humanity. He also suggested
using as a base the document prepared by Dr.
Enrique Iglesias, of the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank, in which the subject of ecological
debt is considered along with financial debt. He
suggested that this initiative could be under-
taken at the meeting of the Central American
Commission on Environmental Development, to be
held in Panama on October 17-18, 1991.

The Minister of Agriculture of Columbia, Mrs.
Maria del Rosario Sintes Ulloa, referred to the
deadlock in the negotiations of the Uruguay Round
of GATT, and to the need to ensure that the
countries of the region maintain the political
will to give continuity to the talks. She
continued by mentioning Colombia‘’s priorities in
terms of modernization and economic 1liberali-
zation. In this context, agricultural trade
liberalization would contribute to overcoming
serious problems which also affect the inter-
national community. Among these are drug
trafficking and environmental conservation in
Latin America and the Caribbean. She indicated
that growing alternative crops in areas that
currently produce illegal crops requires that
agricultural commodities achieve better access to
world markets, and active international coopera-
tion in promoting crop substitution programs in
Peru, Bolivia and Colombia. She announced her
intention to submit a recommendation on this
matter to the IABA. Regarding natural resources,
she called attention to the settlement of fragile
ecosystems in humid tropical forests, especially
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the Amazon Basin. The biological diversity of
these areas will be seriously affected if they do
not have free access to markets, to the genera-
tion and transfer of appropriate technology, and
to the production methods of indigenous popula-
tions, which will also help to improve 1living
conditions for rural women. Finally, she em-
phasized the efforts by the ministers of agricul-
ture of the Andean Pact countries to establish a
common agricultural policy, and expressed the
desire that limitations to development be over-
come.

The Minister of Agriculture of Chile, Mr. Juan
Agustin Figueroa Yavar, addressed the three
issues considered most important by the Govern-
ment of Chile. The first was the potential
impact of the failure of the negotiations in the
Uruguay Round, during which the Cairns group
maintained its position and represented the most
serious possibility of success for the Uruguay
Round. After reviewing some of the events which
had taken place, he stated that the deadline for
the negotiations was January 1992, after which
even greater trade distortions could emerge. He
referred to the fact that in Chile the decision
had been made to strengthen the Cairns Group and
keep it together. His second point concerned the
environment and the distortion of agricultural
prices, which have been the great challenge in
the Uruguay Round, and the need for Latin America
to participate in international trade without
having to compete against the treasuries of de-
veloped countries. He made a point of saying
that poverty and price distortions are destroying
natural resources, as the rules of the market do
not promote conservation. His third point
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concerned comprehensive modernization, about
which Chile could speak with authority, since it
had restructured its agricultural sector and
rectified the serious consequences of earlier
attempts to modernize small-scale farming. He
indicated that emphasis should be put on inte-
grated rural development, for improving the
living standards of small farmers, adding that
modernization must be shared, and recognizing the
value of equity and fairness between Latin
America and Spain, and the importance of inter-
national aid in achieving this.

The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries, Land and
Housing of Antigua and Barbuda, Mr. Hilroy R.
Humphreys, opened his presentation by expressing
the amazement and pleasure felt by the Caribbean
and Latin American countries at the changes
taking place in Eastern Europe and in the Soviet
Union, the collapse of apartheid and the develop-
ment of common supraregional markets. He men-
tioned the trends and phenomena which had
hindered economic development in the countries of
the region, especially in the small islands of
the Caribbean. What was needed includes: devel-
opment, adaptation and transfer of technology,
productivity, democracy and social justice, State
assistance in developing the agricultural sector,
trade agreements, subsidies for production, trade
restrictions and overcoming the foreign debt. 1In
this regard, he recommended the creation of mech-
anisms to promote equitable and rapid adaptation
and transfer of technology between Latin America
and the Caribbean and the developed countries,
with emphasis on technology produced in the
region, in which IICA can play an important part.
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The session was adjourned at 18:35.

FOURTH PLENARY SESSION

The Fourth Plenary Session was called to order on
Tuesday, September 24 at 9:30. The Chair imme-
diately gave the floor to the Permanent Secretary
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry
and Fisheries of Surinam, Mr. George Soerjoesing,
who stated that agriculture in his country was of
importance to the development of the economy, but
that it was facing serious problems because of
insufficient investments, technology and human
resources. He stressed the need for a number of
measures which would revitalize agriculture and
considered that there should be greater partici-
pation on the part of technical and financial
cooperation agencies. He added that attempts
were being made to diversify production and to
conserve the environment by regulating pesticide
use. The present markets for local products
should also be consolidated and agroindustry
improved by means of international and bilateral
technical cooperation. Lastly, he stated that
the results of this conference should be useful
in resolving the problems his country faced.

The Director of Agriculture of St. Kitts and
Nevis, Mr. Keith Archibald, stated that it was a
privilege for his country to have become a
member country of IICA. He also stated that in
his country the PLANLAC was well known, as was
the work being carried out by the Institute
through its five Programs. He agreed that
emphasis should be placed on environmental
conservation, since small countries suffer from
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continuous soil degradation and erosion of their
coasts, and that resources should be obtained to
control this situation. He also mentioned the
need to diversify agricultural production since
yields of traditional crops had dropped and costs
had increased. As examples of diversification in
the countries of the OECS and CARICOM, he men-
tioned rum, ethanol, biofertilizers and white
potatoes.

The Minister of Trade, Industry and Agriculture
of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Mr. Allan
Cruikshank, stated that this conference was the
most important of the inter-American system and
marked a unique opportunity to make decisions
regarding the importance of agriculture for the
economies of the countries. He mentioned that
the changes which had taken place in the world
were cause for concern in the countries of LAC,
since international aid might be channeled
towards other geographical areas, especially as
of 1992. He noted that the agricultural sector
provided employment for many people and generated
708 of his country’s exports, but that, even
though the economies of these countries were
based on agriculture, they were not in a position
to compete with countries with greater areas
under cultivation, as in the case of bananas. He
added that the government of his country had
plans for diversification and export substitution
in order to meet the growing demand for food.
These involved updating technology, improving
product quality and guaranteeing the use and
conservation of natural resources. He stressed
that nothing could be achieved in isolation and
recommended working in close cooperation with the
OECS, CARICOM and Latin America. He expressed
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his thanks for the help received from Europe and
the United States, and his hopes that such help
would continue.

The Minister of Agriculture and Livestock of
Venezuela, Mr. Jonathan Coles, stated that while
the problems his colleagues had described were
similar in some respects, they were at the same
time different. He stated that he was surprised
at the suggestion of a common agenda, which could
be dangerous because common problems can require
different conditions from those of the past. He
mentioned the experience of his country, whose
surplus resources had not been wisely invested
and backed the proposal made by the Spanish
Minister, Mr. Solbes, to support a project for
the conservation and improvement of native live-
stock. He stated that modernization should be
undertaken with care in order to obtain the re-
quired results and that agriculture had to estab-
lish links with other sectors of the economy if
it was not to become isolated. International
technical cooperation should be maintained and
greater emphasis placed on private investment,
which is the basis for progress. He offered the
opinion that such investment should follow for-
mulas which take into account social and environ-
mental problems, and added that marketing was
important both externally and internally, and
that the role of the private sector should play a
more active role in these processes of reform.
He ended by mentioning that the Enterprise for
the Americas Initiative was a good basis for
improving conditions in the countries of the
Americas.
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The Minister of Agriculture of Dominica, Mr.
Maynard Joseph, stated that, after listening to
the comments of the representative of Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, he would not read the
15 pages he had prepared for this conference;
rather he would only mention the most significant
points. With respect to agricultural diversifi-
cation, which he considered very necessary, and
taking into account the fact that our products
face foreign competition, he wondered whether it
would be possible for them to continue exporting,
and, if it was necessary to continue to import,
what type of aid could be expected for solving
this problem. There were some products which
were cheaper to import than to produce locally.
A new solution should be found to this problem.
If not, there is the risk of a social uprising.
He stressed that the rich countries had been able
to distribute their resources among the popula-
tion. Referring to the image used by Minister
Samaroo the day before, he stated that there were
three units: the Caribbean, Latin America, and
Europe and the United States. He suggested that
the Latin American and Caribbean countries get
together to decide what should be done, and that
if this was done before the end of the meeting
and decisions were reached on this subject, the
position would be much clearer for the meeting in
Rome, and it would be possible for Latin America
and the Caribbean to present the FAO with a com-
mon front.

The Minister of Agriculture for Peru, Mr. Enrique
Rossl Link, indicated that his country had under-
gone a clear economic decline over the last two
decades. He gave statistics to show how living
conditions for his country’s farmers had
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worsened, stating that over half the population
lived below the critical poverty level. He added
that a plan for State reform was currently being
prepared which gave a greater role to the private
sector, reduced the public sector and liberalized
markets. He explained that to a great extent
this situation was the result of drug trafficking
and terrorism, and that the links between both
had aggravated the situation in the rural areas.
He further stated that from 200,000 to 260,000
hectares were devoted to the cultivation of coca,
mostly in the highland jungle areas. The plan to
control coca cultivation includes crop diversifi-
cation, which means that the agricultural fron-
tier must be expanded, technical and financial
assistance provided, the industrialization of
other crops improved, farmers provided with soft
loans, all mostly through technical cooperation.
He stated that he was confident that these plans
would succeed in improving the quality of life in
his country.

The President of the IFAD, Mr. Idriss Jazairy,
then made some important remarks on the strategy
and experiences of IFAD in its efforts to alle-
viate rural poverty in the region. He stated
that over 13 years, 51 projects in Latin America
and the Caribbean had been financed for a total
of US$454 million, apart from assistance to gov-
ernments in securing funding from other organi-
zations. These resources were aimed at areas
with the greatest number of poor people and large
native populations, in compliance with the IFAD
objective of helping the poorest of the poor. He
mentioned that although experiences had been
varied, they have proven to be useful in im-
proving the quality of life for large sectors of
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the population most in need. He further added
that even within the framework of the structural
adjustment processes initiated by governments, it
was possible to help poor farmers. He went on to
say that IFAD had acquired useful experience from
its subregional activities in Latin America and
the Caribbean, and that it had resources for a
subregional program on camelidae, involving
capital investment. In concluding, he stated
that he hoped this meeting would lay the ground-
work for more intense dialogue between IFAD and
the governments and institutions of LAC.

The representative of the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank (IDB), Mr. Lucio Recca, synthesized the
work carried out by the IDB since its founding.
In addition, he described the orientation of the
present administration, in 1light of the new
international and regional situations, stressing
the mutually beneficial relationship between IICA
and the Bank.

The FAO representative, Mr. Rafael Moreno, warned
that just because an ideological system has
broken down, this does not mean that the causes
of the poverty which fueled this ideology had
been eliminated. 1In this connection, he stated
that uncontrolled urban growth had created highly
complex situations in the economies of the coun-
tries of the region, and that furthermore, this
had aggravated poverty in rural areas. This
situation has led to the use and destruction of
fragile ecosystems. He also stated that the
reduction in State activities and the expansion
of private sector involvement in production and
services previously of the State’s domain were
limiting the possibilities for exercising control
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over natural resource use. Those situations,
together with the steady migration toward devel-
oped countries, are important challenges for the
region, which will require strategies and actions
that can be negotiated during the deliberations
in Brazil in 1992.

The representative from Brazil, Mr. Milciades S&
Freire, expressed total support for the recom-
mendations produced by the conference. He
pointed out that economic restructuring was being
carried out throughout the hemisphere within a
framework of peace and cooperation, but that an
equivalent reciprocity was not forthcoming from
developed countries. The representative from
Brazil further stated that developed countries
demand that the countries of the region conserve
natural resources and fight the cultivation of
psychotropic plants, while offering in return
unjust market practices and protectionist bar-
riers, all in the name of environmental protec-
tion. He called on the countries to work
together in seeking a prompt conclusion of the
Uruguay Round of GATT, and to remain united, as
at the recent meeting of the Cairns group held in
Manaos. Finally, he pointed out that Brazil has
the production capacity to solve the problems,
and that the entire region deserves more equi-
table treatment from developed countries in order
to avoid the isolation to which Garcia Marquez
referred in his acceptance speech for the Nobel
prize for literature.

Francisco Morillo, Director Emeritus of IICA,
also analyzed the crisis in rural Latin America
and the Caribbean, emphasizing the need to
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promote research aimed at developing agricultural
technology and improving the genetic base.

Armando Samper, Director Emeritus of the Insti-
tute, expressed his satisfaction for the progress
achieved within the framework of PLANLAC. He
stated that it was a mechanism which needed the
support of the member countries in order to face
the technological challenges of the decade.

José Emilio Araujo, Director Emeritus of IICA,
expressed his concern for the situation of
extreme poverty in the region, adding that the
crisis in the region can be attributed in large
part to the unresolved problem of land ownership.
In this sense, he emphasized the need to under-
take serious agricultural reform, which would
help raise the standard of living in the rural
sector and contribute to making better use of
available resources.

The session was adjourned at 13:07.

FIFTH PLENARY SESSION

The Fifth Plenary Session of the Tenth ICMA was
called to order on September 24 at 16:39. The
Minister of Agriculture, Natural Resources and
Rural Development of Haiti, Francois Severin,
described the country’s living conditions and
state of environmental deterioration. He held
that that responsibility should be shared since
there are no borders between countries when one
talks of ecological problems and mass migration,
which are shared problems. He mentioned that in
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Haiti there was interest in the development of
natural resources and in improving economic
conditions in order to get development under way.
He made special mention of international coopera-
tion and the need for involving the community in
implementing and giving continuity to it, since,
to be successful, it is of paramount importance
to understand the situation and idiosyncrasies of
the Haitian people. He also stated that in view
of the difficult situation in Haiti, his govern-
ment, which is poor, was seeking financing under
preferential conditions, or grants not requiring
counterpart contributions. He noted that tech-
nical assistance from Latin America and the
Caribbean, targeting Haiti’s priority areas of
concern, was very beneficial. On the subject of
trade liberalization, he affirmed that in his
country the experience had been negative, par-
ticularly in the case of cultivating rice and
marketing it to the United States. He recom-
mended liberalization for workers instead of
trade liberalization, within a democratic frame-
work to benefit this group. He concluded by
indicating that the topic of the ICMA is in
harmony with the aims of his government, since
what Haiti needs is sustainable agricultural
development.

Mr. RaGl Morales Ruiz, National Director of
Marketing from the Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock of Ecuador, made an analysis of world
economic development, including new patterns of
trade and integration and the reduction of com-
mercial and tariff barriers. He also pointed out
that Ecuador had to adopt policies on liberali-
zation and adjustment, fully accepting competi-
tion at the international 1level, which implies
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radical changes in international integration. He
mentioned the case of bananas, where the will of
transnationals did not hold sway; rather, banana
production was in the hands of small producers
who sell on different markets. For this reason,
the particularities and circumstances of the
countries must be taken into consideration in
international trade. He made mention of trade
restrictions, such as quotas, sanitary measures,
hidden subsidies and dumping, all of which must
be eliminated.

He also underscored the fact that agricultural
policy harmonization is important to integration
and free trade. He considered the consolidation
and strengthening of farmers’ associations to be
an urgent priority, as it would equip them to
participate actively in exports and contribute to
research using external funding, as the only way
of integrating the farmer into the development
process. Lastly, he advocated international co-
operation, especially regional, among our coun-
tries, the need for soft loans from donor organi-
zations for agricultural development projects,
especially for irrigation, mechanization, optimi-
zation of trade in commodities, and conservation
of the environment, as a way of repaying the
damage caused to our environment.

The representative of E1 Salvador, Mr. Antonio
Cabrales, Minister of Agriculture and Livestock,
gave a brief analysis of the comments made by
those who had spoken before him, and expressed
his concern over a certain pessimism regarding
the future of Latin America. He was optimistic
about the Madrid Declaration and the beneficial
effect it would have on future actions. He
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stated that in the import-substitution model, the
State exercises control over and participates in
production activities that really belong to the
private sector. In this situation, the agricul-
tural sector serves to generate foreign exchange
to finance industry, while food prices are kept
artificially low, giving rise to price distor-
tions. He indicated that Latin America rejected
that economic model now and preferred free market
models capable of generating wealth, that are
much more flexible and able to satisfy both pro-
ducers and consumers. He said that he continued
to be optimistic, because 1lessons had been
learned from the mistakes of the past. The agri-
cultural sector, he added, had become poorer, not
due to inherent defects, but rather to the imple-
mentation of bad policies. He described some new
measures adopted in El Salvador, including tariff
reductions and allowing the exchange rate to
float, which produced positive effects much more
quickly than expected: the economy grew 3% and
inflation fell from 29% to 19%. The policies
undertaken also boosted productivity and further
expansion of the agricultural frontier. He went
on to indicate that more could be done concerning
the social aspects of economic adjustment. He
expressed his belief that extension and research
programs could provide enormous support to
producers in market economies, and affirmed that
one of the cornerstones of economic development
was women’s work in agriculture. In spite of the
war, Salvadoran women played a key role in their
country’s economic development. Finally, he
underscored the importance of the environment and
sustainability in the adjustment processes. On
these two matters, the State must act as a
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regulating force and not leave it to the vagaries
of the free market.

The Chair gave the floor to Mr. Seymour Mullings,
Minister of Agriculture of Jamaica, who stated
that the Tenth ICMA was taking place at a very
important time, given the political, social and
economic changes occurring worldwide. He pointed
out that his government, as well as the members
of CARICOM, were concerned about the impact trade
measures to be implemented in 1992 will have on
their traditional exports of bananas and sugar.
He added that agricultural modernization is es-
sential in order to ensure competitiveness, and
that the sector must find ways to incorporate
both large and small-scale farmers into the
production process. He also stated that environ-
mental conservation, natural resource management,
long-term sustainability and technological in-
novation are topics that should be considered in
agricultural modernization policies and strat-
egies. He suggested that in the 1990s, the con-
cept of technical cooperation as a simple trans-
fer of know-how from North to South is no longer
valid, and that emphasis should be placed on
supporting developing countries in their effort
to bring about reform. He added that there is a
need for greater South-South cooperation in for-
mulating well-designed programs for the exchange
of professionals between developing countries.

He also referred to the need for the private
sector to become more involved in cooperation
programs, and offered the opinion that national,
regional and international fora which involve
both the public and private sectors are useful
for discussing problems, finding solutions and
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reaching consensus, and that, consequently, they
should be promoted. Technical cooperation should
be expanded and made more flexible so that inter-
national cooperation agencies can provide fast
and effective aid; this should include finding
ways to speed up the negotiation process. He
added that it is necessary to develop a common
agenda for international cooperation which in-
cludes all the priority issues, such as natural
resource conservation, technological innovation
and support for the promotion of international
trade. He went on to say that IICA’s technical
cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean is
very important and in line with current needs,
and made special reference to the PLANLAC. He
concluded by saying that integration processes
under way are a clear signal that the world is
ready for cooperation, and that all should strug-
gle to make the world truly a place of equity and
social justice.

The Minister of Agriculture, Lands, Food and
Fisheries of Grenada, Mr. Phinsley St. Louis,
said that the dramatic and unexpected changes
which had taken place on the world scene in the
last four years made the development of strong
subregional, regional and hemispheric integration
mechanisms increasingly necessary. The countries
of Latin America and those of the Caribbean
needed to get to know each other better. Cul-
tural exchange programs should be promoted, espe-
cially among young people. Possibilities for co-
operation between CARICOM and similar organiza-
tions in Latin America should be explored.
Special attention must be paid to issues in-
cluding trade liberalization and its impact on
agriculture, as well as sustainability. Efforts
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to promote a modern, integrated and sustainable
agriculture in the Caribbean countries should not
be seen as a threat but rather as a complement to
Latin American agriculture. In particular, all
such efforts must be aimed at eliminating poverty
in the hemisphere. His delegation wished to pro-
pose that the Tenth ICMA recommend to IICA that
it put in place a mechanism to examine and report
on how the LAC countries might work together with
a view to eliminating poverty in the region.

The Minister for Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries,
Forestry and Cooperatives of Saint Lucia, Mr.
Ferdinand Henry, stressed the need for the LAC
region to find ways to respond to the challenge
posed by recent developments on the world econ-
omic scene, particularly with regard to agricul-
tural trade. The small open economies of the
Caribbean countries, whose progress had been
largely due to the special relationship they
enjoyed with their traditional trading partners,
depended heavily on agriculture. Any action that
might have an adverse effect on the agriculture
of the Caribbean countries would surely create
serious social and political problems. Hence,
those countries would need to implement long-term
measures to diversify and modernize their agri-
cultural sectors and ensure food security for
their people. IICA and other agencies could play
a crucial role in that regard.

The meeting was adjourned at 19:4S5.
SIXTH PLENARY SESSION

The Sixth Plenary Session of the Tenth ICMA was
called to order at 9:40 on September 25, 1991.
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The representative of Canada compared the
dramatic differences in productivity between
Canadian and Latin American farmers. He also
stated that the future of international coopera-
tion would depend on member countries continuing
to contribute to IICA. In this connection he
stated that technical assistance required very
specific information systems with effective mech-
anisms for communication in order to increase
technology transfer. He emphasized training at
all levels. He added that the mechanisms and
methodology to be developed for implementing the
various activities should take into account the
special characteristics of each country.

The UNIFEM representative, Ms. Claudine Correira,
drew a profile of women in Latin America and the
Caribbean, placing special emphasis on their
situation in the rural environment, the causes of
their present role and the need to increase
women’s involvement in production. She stated
that her organization was carrying out specific
activities aimed at facilitating women'’s access
to credit and technology, influencing macroecon-
omic policy in various sectors and facilitating
the distribution of information. She further
stated that, for development to take place, it
was necessary to consider structural changes that
would eliminate sexual discrimination in the
workplace and redefine the make up of national
statistics to better reflect women’s contribution
to national economies.

The representative of the Inter-American Commis-
sion of Women (IAWC), Ms. Ana Lucina Garcia, in-
dicated that one of the objectives of her organi-
zation was to draw up strategies conceptualizing
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the role that men and women play in the family
and in society as equals and as partners jointly
responsible for the future of mankind. She des-
cribed some of the different activities of her
organization and its interaction with 1IICA
through the program for rural women.

The Chair of the Drafting Committee for the
Declaration and Recommendations then requested
the ICMA Coordinator to read out the final draft
of the Declaration of Madrid submitted for dis-
cussion. The representative of the United States
of America requested that the English translation
be revised. At the request of the representative
of Bolivia, a paragraph was included thanking the
Spanish people and their government for the ef-
forts made in organizing this meeting and the
initiatives taken for the benefit of LAC.

The group of representatives of the Caribbean
countries and members of CARICOM stated that the
second and third paragraphs in particular did not
reflect their countries’ interests. The Secret-
ariat therefore decided that a break be taken in
order to allow the Caribbean representatives to
draw up their proposal.

When the plenary session was resumed, the fol-
lowing draft recommendations were read and ap-
proved: Support for the Process of Trade
Liberalization and Regional and Subregional
Integration, The Uruguay Round of the GATT,
Enterprise for the Americas Initiative,
Continuance of the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America and
the Caribbean (PLANLAC), Institutional Reform of




39

the Agricultural Sector, and Regional Agricul-
tural Research and Technology Transfer System.

The Chair of the Drafting Committee for the
Declaration and Recommendations presented two
draft recommendations concerning rural develop-
ment entitled: Small Farmers, and Participation
of Farmer Groups, Women and NGOs in Rural Devel-
opment. The representatives of Chile and El
Salvador made some remarks. The Representative
of the United States of American stated that the
second paragraph of the second Draft Resolution
mentioned a meeting which would involve a cost
not included in the 1992-93 Program-Budget. He
recalled that rule 31, approved on the first day
of discussions, specified that there had to be a
cost estimate. The solution he proposed was that
an estimate be prepared for the IABA meeting on
September 26. Following comments by the repre-
sentatives of Saint Kitts and Nevis and the
Director General, it was decided to introduce a
change in the text of the paragraph under discus-
sion, thereby resolving the matter. The afore-
mentioned draft recommendations were approved.

The Chair of the Drafting Committee for the
Declaration and Recommendations presented for
consideration by the plenary the following four
draft recommendations concerning natural re-
sources. They were approved with modifications
proposed by the representatives of Brazil, Chile
and the United States of America. The resolu-
tions are entitled: Cooperative Program on
Research and Technology Transfer for the South
American Tropics (PROCITROPICOS), Fragile High-
land Ecosystems, Mechanisms for Implementing the
CGIAR Forestry and Agroforestry Initiative in
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Latin America and the Caribbean, and United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development
(Rio - 92).

The Director General pointed out that on
September 24 the representative of Panama had
submitted the draft recommendation entitled:
Debt Swaps for Natural Resource Conservation and
Sustainable Agricultural Development, the text of
which was being translated and would be duly
presented to the plenary.

The Chair of the Drafting Committee for the
Declaration and Recommendations presented the
following draft recommendations: Development of
Human Resources, Development Alternatives to the
Production of Illegal Psychotropic Substances,
Indigenous Affairs in Latin America and the
Caribbean, and Common Agenda for International
Cooperation, which were read by the Technical
Secretary. Note was taken of a comment made by
the representative of the United States of
America on the draft recommendation Indigenous
Affairs in Latin America and the Caribbean, and
the draft recommendations were approved.

The final text of the Declaration of Madrid was
then discussed by the plenary. Some changes were
proposed, and the Technical Secretary duly re-
corded them, following which, the final Declara-
tion of the Tenth ICMA was approved.

The ICMA Coordinator read the draft recommenda-
tion Debt Swaps for Natural Resource Conservation
and Sustainable Agricultural Development, which
had been presented directly to the plenary by the
representative of Panama. During the discussion
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about the draft recommendation, representatives
of Chile, El1 salvador, Argentina, Costa Rica,
Dominica, United States of America, Bolivia and
Panama suggested various modifications which were
recorded by the Technical Secretary. The draft
recommendation was approved with precise instruc-
tions from the Chair indicating that the Tech-
nical Secretary, together with representatives
concerned with the subject, undertake the final
drafting.

The session was adjourned at 13:20.

ROUND TABLE

The Round Table involving the member countries of
the Tenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers
of Agriculture and the member countries of the
European Economic Community took place on
Wednesday September 25 at 15:30 in the Madrid
Congress Hall. The Minister of Agriculture of
Spain, Mr. Pedro Solbes, opened the meeting and
noted that it provided an excellent opportunity
for a direct and personal exchange of viewpoints
between the participants from Latin America and
the Caribbean and from the EEC regarding the
future of agriculture.

The Round Table opened with presentations by Mr.
Alvaro Ramos, Minister of Livestock, Agricul-
ture, and Fisheries of Uruguay and spokesperson
for the ICMA, and by the Director General of
IICA, Mr. Martin E. Pifieiro. Next to speak were
the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the
European Economic Community, Mr. Hams Van Den
Broek; the Agricultural Commissioner of the Com-
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mission of European Communities, Mr. Ray
Macsharry; and the Director General Responsible
for Relations with Latin America and Asia, Mr.
Juan Pratt.

The following speakers addressed the Round Table
in the following order: Mr. Mauro Bertero,
Minister of Campesino and Agricultural Affairs,
on behalf of the Andean Area; Mr. Ferdinand
Henry, Minister of Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries,
Forestry and Cooperatives of St. Lucia, on behalf
of the Caribbean Area; Mr. Arpindo Cunha,
Minister of Agriculture of Portugal; Mrs. Ann V.
Veneman, representative of the region of Canada
and the United states of America; Mr. 1Ignaz
Kiechle, the Federal Minister for Food of
Germany; Mr. Mario Nufio Gamero, Minister of
Natural Resources of Honduras, on behalf of the
Central Area; Mr. Giovanni Gorria, Minister of
Agriculture and Forests of Italy; and Mr. Marcelo
Reginaga, Secretary of State for Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries of Argentina, on behalf
of the Southern Area.

Before concluding the Round Table, the Minister
of Agriculture of Spain, in his capacity as Chair
of the round table, summarized the points expres-
sed by the speakers and stated that there was
consensus with regard to changes in the interna-
tional context, the uncertainty created by such
change, common challenges on domestic and foreign
markets and discrepancies in trade. He added
that in the area of cooperation, the Community is
prepared to continue providing financial aid,
that it is important that a cooperation model be
developed and that with regard to the environ-
ment, there is agreement concerning a model for
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sustainable development. He pointed out that
there is a general feeling of satisfaction in
Europe regarding the regional integration pro-
cesses under way in the Americas, and concluded
by thanking those present for their participation
in the meeting, which, he felt, had been extreme-
ly useful for exchanging ideas on common prob-
lems.

CLOSING SESSION

The Joint Closing Session of the Tenth Inter-
American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture
and the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-
American Board of Agriculture was called to order
at 19:00 on September 27 at the Madrid Congress
Hall, under the chairmanship of the Minister of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food of Spain, Mr.
Pedro Solbes Mira.

The Plenary approved the Provisional Report
submitted by the Technical Secretary.

Address by Mr. Martin E. Pifieiro, Director
General of the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture.

8.2.1 The Director General summarized the salient
points of a week of work. He focused on
the fact that the ministers of agriculture
of the American hemisphere, meeting in
Madrid, had defined a new comprehensive
view of agriculture and had given IICA a
new and expanded mandate which would enable
the Institute to play a useful role in
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modernizing the agri-food sector and in
increasing its participation in the inter-
national economy. He also stressed that
the Tenth ICMA had reaffirmed the convic-
tion shared by the countries of the hemi-
sphere that every effort should be made to
make agriculture modern and competitive in
order to contribute to overall development.
He added that the ideas and commitments of
the Ninth ICMA, held in Ottawa in 1987,
have taken on new vigor and will guide the
Institute’s work over the next decade.

The Director General of IICA then reviewed
the major points discussed during the Tenth
ICMA, pointing out that there had been con-
sensus on three basic issues: the
strengthening of intersectoral relations,
promoting the integrated development of the
agricultural sector as the foundation of an
economic development strategy; the need to
incorporate small farmers into the produc-
tion process; and the urgent task of con-
serving natural resources for the benefit
of future generations.

Lastly, Mr. Pifieiro said that the Tenth
ICMA would be remembered for two things:
the constructive dialogue held on the de-
velopment and consolidation of a new view
of agriculture, and, above all, the warmth
and hospitality of the government and
people of Spain. After thanking all pres-
ent for their contributions to the success
of the meetings, the Director General
presented mementos of the Institute to the
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Chairmen of the Tenth ICMA and the Sixth
Meeting of the IABA.

Address by Mr. Ferdinand Henry, Minister of
Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries, Forestry and
Cooperatives of Saint Lucia.

8.3.1 As Chair of the Sixth Regular Meeting. of

the IABA, the Minister of Saint Lucia spoke
of the open and rewarding discussions by
the representatives of the countries of the
American hemisphere, and expressed his
gratitude to the government and people of
Spain, especially Minister Solbes. The
Chair of the Sixth IABA stated that the
Declaration of Madrid accurately summarized
the deliberations and commits the partici-
pating countries to carrying out joint
actions in pursuit of established objec-
tives. He also underscored the high level
of performance of IICA and the profession-
alism of its personnel. He concluded by
thanking the government and people of Spain
and all the support personnel, who had made
all the activities of the week possible.

Address by Mr. Pedro Solbes, Minister of Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and Food of Spain.

8.4.1 The Chair of the Tenth ICMA thanked those

present for having selected Madrid, and
Spain, as the site of these important
deliberations and for placing their trust
in him. He added that if his chairmanship
had been successful it was because of the
support and diligent efforts of the repre-
sentatives.
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8.4.2 He pointed out that the deliberations held

during the meetings accurately summarized
the major problems in the American hemi-
sphere and the relations between LAC and
the European Community. He then spoke of
what, in his judgement, had been the key
topics of the meeting: the search for
greater trade 1liberalization, technical
cooperation, regional and subregional inte-
gration in the Americas, and the special
link that exists between agriculture and
environmental conservation. He also under-
scored the fact that Spain, by hosting the
Tenth ICMA, wanted, and had managed, to
show that even though it is a European
country and a member of the Community, it
had not forgotten its strong ties with the
Americas. In concluding, Minister Solbes
thanked IICA‘’s personnel for the gift he
had received: a statue of a Latin American
campesino. He said that the statue would
remind him of the meetings, which focused
on productivity and work, and would help
him to remember that there are large masses
of small farmers on both continents which
still must be taken into consideration.

The Tenth ICMA and the Sixth Regular
Meeting of the IABA were adjourned at
19:30.



DECLARATION OF MADRID



Digitized by GOOS[Q



49

DECLARATION OF MADRID

Introduction

We, the Ministers of Agriculture, have partici-
pated with special satisfaction in this Tenth
Inter-American Conference held, at the generous
invitation of the Government of Spain, outside
the Americas for the first time. It is an
unmistakable symbol of the move toward an in-
creasingly interdependent world. We would like
to take this opportunity to express our deepest
thanks to the Government of Spain, through its
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, for
its warm hospitality and invaluable support in
ensuring the success of our Conference. Within
the framework of the discussions on the role of
agriculture in our countries on the eve of a new
century, we consider the most important goals to
be growth and modernization, equity and food for
our peoples, liberalization of agricultural trade
and the success of the Uruguay Round of the GATT,
and the conservation of our natural resources and
environment. This spirit of cooperation has

. inspired this Declaration, which presents our

greatest concerns and hopes, and identifies the
priority areas in which we have agreed to work
together.

new in ti (o] t: h

opportunities

The profound changes in international relations
worldwide present opportunities for increased
trade and challenges to restructure our economies
to take advantage of these opportunities. The
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean are
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in the process of consolidating democracies,
strengthening subregional and regional integra-
tion, implementing institutional reform, economic
adjustment and trade liberalization. These poli-
cies may be seriously compromised if the signals
from the international market continue to be
distorted by policies that subsidize production
and exports and promote nontariff barriers and
tariff differentials.

The realization of our aspirations is intimately
linked to the outcome of the Uruguay Round of
GATT. We should like to express our concern
about the current lack of definition, as well as
our commitment to reaching agreements to dis-
mantle all protectionist policies which distort
world trade in agricultural products and occasion
severe economic and social damage to our coun-
tries. As established in the negotiations, we
reiterate the importance of addressing the needs
of the developing countries in this process, par-
ticularly the most vulnerable ones.

With regard to economic matters of global impor-
tance that comprise the inter-American common
agenda, such as the Uruguay Round of GATT, all
countries have to cooperate in developing a new
context that brings benefits on a world scale.

The urgent need to strengthen integration

A vital sign of the new activity under way in the
hemisphere is the movement toward regional and
subregional integration, which our governments
are spearheading with firm political will. The
creation of common economic spheres for commerce
and trade in the Western hemisphere is also a
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valid strategy for making the region more compe-
titive and strengthening its participation in the
world economy, as well as for increasing its
negotiating power.

The Enterprise for the Americas Initiative, pro-
posed by the President of the United States, has
given the integration movement an additional
stimulus and establishes three priority issues
that are key to our development: trade, external
debt and investment. We welcome this initiative
and stress the importance of human resource de-
velopment and access to improved technology,
which are vital aspects of modernization in Latin
America and the Caribbean. '

The importance of agriculture in the new inter-
national setting

The new international setting gives even greater
validity to the issues discussed during the Ninth
ICMA in Ottawa and put into practice by IICA in
1989 through the Plan of Joint Action for Agri-
cultural Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC). We firmly believe that
agriculture has a strategic role to play in
upgrading and expanding the performance of our
economies, both through its contribution to
boosting foreign trade, to reactivating domestic
markets and to combatting rural poverty. Key to
achieving this are modernization, small farmer
participation and sustainable development.

We are referring to a type of agriculture which
develops and strengthens relations with other
sectors of the economy, incorporates small
farmers into the modernization and decision
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making process, and reconciles the production
needs of present generations with the require-
ments of future generations, while protecting
natural resources and the environment.

Modern t e

An assertive process of agricultural moderni-
zation must be undertaken, both with regard to
primary production and for the processing and
marketing of agricultural products. In many of
our countries, reforms are being implemented to
redefine the responsibilities of the public and
private sectors. These reforms seek to increase
efficiency in the use of resources, the mobiliza-
tion of public and private capital. In order to
maximize the returns on investment, agriculture
must be included in this process.

Existing opportunities on international markets,
especially for nontraditional products, can only
be seized insofar as we turn our natural advan-
tages into dynamic competitive advantages by
adopting new technologies and upgrading human
resources.

In order to make this a reality, our governments
must strengthen the role they play in defining,
coordinating and implementing agri-food policies
as a whole, creating the conditions required to
steer the development of the sector toward fi-
nancing, technology, technical assistance and
markets.
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Rural development and small-farmer participation

We stipulate that rural development and the elim-
ination of poverty in our countries are the
fundamental objectives that must be met for
achieving harmonious and equitable progress. The
persistence of poverty and ignorance threatens
the consolidation of democracy in the region and
the development objectives which we have set for
ourselves.

The public sector reform currently under way in
most of our countries must incorporate these
ideas. The changes taking place in this regard
should aim to decentralize government action and
decision-making and devise rural development pro-
grams together with small farmers, to achieve a
truly participatory democratic system.

Until such time as economic integration is
achieved, it is equally important to establish
mechanisms which will facilitate the transition
for farmers who have not benefited from this
adjustment process by promoting diversification
of production and effective market participation.

Sustainable development and the environment

One of the more visible manifestations of the
crisis which continues to beset the countries of
Latin America and the Caribbean is our growing
difficulty in halting the steady deterioration of
our natural resources and environment. A judi-
cious and sustainable process of natural resource
conservation must be undertaken to break the
vicious circle which exists between agriculture,
poverty and environmental degradation. Likewise,
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it is necessary to develop technologies and pro-
duction opportunities which improve the quality
of our resources. Institutional structures are
required to provide orientation for this new
approach to resource use and management.

To achieve this, we must develop our own perspec-
tive in the strategies, policies and programs to
be promoted. As a whole, the region is blessed
with highly diverse and valuable natural re-
sources, many of which are shared by groups of
countries. The challenge we face entails making
judicious use of the natural resources throughout
the hemisphere, without causing further degrada-
tion.

The knowledge and practices the indigenous
peoples of some countries of our region have on
the use of natural resources should be taken into
consideration by contemporary agricultural ser-
vices.

The importance of these topics cannot be under-
estimated. There are areas in our hemisphere
whose extremely fragile ecosystems affect the
entire planet. Therefore, we undertake to
present joint proposals for the consideration of
the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, to be held in Rio de Janeiro in
1992.

Cooperation in agriculture: A common challenge

The efforts being undertaken with considerable
social costs by most of our countries, at both
the national and subregional levels, will not
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suffice unless they are reinforced by the
resolute support of the international community.
This agricultural summit of the New World, taking
place in the Old World, constitutes an important
point of departure for ever more productive and
permanent discussions, for strengthening the new
spirit of collaboration, and for defining a
framework of shared responsibilities and innova-
tive proposals for dealing with the most pressing
problems being faced by the countries of the
region.

We believe that a new era of self-help and mutual
collaboration must begin, in which all our coun-
tries and the international community give clear
support and work in solidarity with the rela-
tively less developed countries.

Success in the negotiations of the Uruguay Round
of GATT is vital for the future of agriculture in
our hemisphere. The protectionist policies which
distort free trade in agricultural products have
no place in a world determined to increase agri-
cultural productivity, eliminate hunger and raise
export earnings in order to improve the well-
being of all producers. Achieving these objec-
tives means that the interests of countries with
small economies, such as those of the Caribbean,
must be taken into consideration. The members of
the inter-American community of nations are as
one in their determination to reach the end of
this Round as soon as possible.

Solutions to our problems of environmental
deterioration, drug trafficking and uncontrolled
migration will only be found to the degree that
answers are also found to the problems of extreme
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poverty, agricultural protectionism and foreign
debt, which are clear manifestations of still
unresolved issues affecting most Latin American
and Caribbean countries.

Technical cooperation in research and technology
is a strategic tool that should be exploited to
the maximum, given that few countries are in a
position to meet this challenge alone with the
resources at their disposal. Cooperation from
the developed world for improving access to tech-
nology, as well as for the training of human
resources, and for financing and investments,
must take place under specific conditions which
guarantee the participation of our countries in
the process to modernize agriculture and libera-
lize trade.

Since small farmers must be included in the
modernization process, international cooperation
must be as flexible as possible, involving the
public sector and as well as international tech-
nical cooperation and funding, as well as organi-
zations of the private sector. Within the lat-
ter, non-governmental and producers’ organiza-
tions are of special importance.

We wish to underscore our conviction that natural
resource management and environmental protection
should be a key item on our common agenda. As
leaders of the economic sector most closely
involved with natural resources, we affirm the
need for international cooperation to seek and
apply solutions to environmental problems in our
countries, based on the following three criteria:
linking resource conservation to judicious use of
natural resources for economic growth; national
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sovereignty in the administration of environ-
mental policy; and shared responsibility.

Technical cooperation to promote agricultural
development in suitable areas, together with fair
access to international markets, will also help
reduce the pressure to settle on important and
fragile ecosystems which are fundamental for
maintaining biodiversity and world ecological
balance. We must also offer alternatives to
farmers who grow crops used to produce illegal
psychotropic products and yeduce illegal migra-
tion towards industrializel countries.

This opportunity to meet in the 01d World
inspires us to consolidate cooperative ties
between Europe and the Americas. In this regard,
we recognize the effort which Spain has made in
the inter-American region, substantially increas-
ing the resources it has earmarked for coopera-
tion through agreements with our countries and
contributions to multilateral funding agencies.

These ideas constitute a basis for establishing,
as soon as possible, funds and programs for
undertaking actions to modernize agriculture,
promote sustainable development, boost regional
and subregional integration, give small farmers a
more active role in the economy, diversify agri-
culture, and substitute crops which are used to
produce illegal substances. Implementing an
inter-American cooperative agenda and success at
the Uruguay Round of GATT negotiations will con-
tribute to improving the food supply and the
quality of life of the peoples of the region.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.1(91)
25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

RECOMMENDATION No. 1
CONTINUANCE OF THE PLAN OF JOINT ACTION FOR AGRICULTURAL
ACTIV N R BBEAN
{PLANLAC)

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

CONSIDERING:

That the PLANLAC, proposed in 1987 in Ottawa and
approved in San Jose in 1989, has proven to be a useful
element for orienting and uniting the countries in their
commitment to the modernization of agriculture in the
Region;

That in the two years since the implementation of
the Plan, much has been accomplished in disseminating
its key ideas and concepts, and in executing its
multinational projects;

That the Plan has been particularly relevant for the
sectoral fora existing in each subregion: CARICOM,
CONASUR, CORECA and JUNTA, where important actions are
being carried out to harmonize policies, with a view to
promoting integration;

That the nature of events worldwide and in the
region makes the original PLANLAC proposal even more
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and creates the need to make adjustments that

reflect the new context,

RECOMMENDS :

1.

To give full support to the PLANLAC, as expres-
sed in the conceptual and operating framework
approved by the ministers of agriculture during
the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American
Board of Agriculture.

That multilateral funding and technical coopera-
tion agencies continue to support the PLANLAC,
by allocating resources and strengthening insti-
tutional coordination.

That IICA, in close coordination with the sub-
regional sectoral fora, identify new priority
areas and proposals for action for promoting an
expanded, comprehensive and sustainable moderni-
zation of the agricultural sector, to be submit-
ted for consideration to the next meeting of the
Executive Committee, in accordance with the
original guidelines approved for the Plan.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.2(91)
25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

RECOMMENDATION No. 2

(0] GENDA_F N ONAL_COO

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

CONSIDERING:

That profound political changés are taking place
worldwide, economies are becoming globalized and there
is growing awareness of the importance of common prob-
lems and interdependence with regard to agricultural
development;

That agriculture has a strategic role to play in
reactivating the economies of Latin America and the
Caribbean and in accelerating its effective participa-
tion in the international market; and

That the issues identified in the previous recom-
mendations could form the basis for the development of
a common agenda for promoting agricultural development
and as a framework for international cooperation,

RECOMMENDS :

1. That IICA, in cooperation with the countries of
the region and other regional agencies, identify
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and analyze specific components and actions for
the region to be included in this common agenda.

That multilateral and bilateral technical and
financial cooperation organizations provide sup-
port to the efforts to develop and implement
this common agenda.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.3(91)
25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

RECOMMENDATION No. 3

SUPPORT FOR THE PROCESS OF TRADE LIBERALIZATION AND
GIO| AND SU GIO! NTEGRATION

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

HAVING SEEN:

Topical Document No.l, "Changes in the Interna-
tional Economy: Implications for Agro-food Trade in
Latin America and the Caribbean;"

CONSIDERING:

That today’s international economy is moving toward
greater globalization and areas of trade liberalization
are being created;

That these efforts complement the objectives of the
Uruguay Round of the GATT;

That there is firm political will in the Americas to
further the process of trade liberalization and sub-
regional and regional integration, as reflected in the
Caribbean Area, with the Grand Anse Agreement; in
Central America and Mexico, with the declarations of
Antigua, Puntarenas, San Salvador and Tuxtla Gutiérrez;



66

in the Andean subregion, with the La Paz Agreement and
the decisions reached in recent presidential meetings;
in the Southern Area, with the MERCOSUR Charter; in
North America, with the free trade negotiations between
Mexico, the United States and Canada, and with other
agreements between countries and groups of countries in
the Americas;

That these initiatives need to be accompanied by a
joint effort to harmonize policies and to strengthen
national capacity in order to accelerate investment and
trade;

That within the economic context of the region, the
agricultural sector clearly emerges as one of the most
dynamic forces for consolidating these efforts, as
acknowledged during the Ninth ICMA and with the approval
and implementation of PLANLAC; and

That the aforementioned Plan includes a number of
multinational proposals focusing on economic, trade,
technological and natural resource policies approved in
various sectoral fora of hemispheric and subregional
scope, and which have been engaged in very intense and
fruitful activity,

RECOMMENDS :

1. That the member countries of the inter-American
system comply with the agreements and time
frames established in the presidential summits
and ministerial meetings held in the subregional
fora, allocating the necessary resources which,
alongside private capital, will be used to
upgrade institutional and organizational
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capabilities to render effective the proposed
process of trade liberalization and integration.

That the governments of the Latin American and
Caribbean countries adopt measures to equalize
competitive conditions in agricultural and
agroindustrial markets, through the implementa-
tion of an agricultural policy harmonization
program, establishing priority areas of action.

That the technical cooperation and multi-lateral
funding agencies support projects implemented to
strengthen the process of liberalization and
agricultural integra-tion, with financial re-
sources and tech-nical assistance, in connection
with the harmonization of economic and trade
poli-cies, the harmonization and simplification
of administrative procedures and standards,
especially as concerns animal health and plant
protection, and the elimination of obstacles
which have become technical stumbling blocks for
trade and other regional integration mechanisms.

That IICA, in collaboration and coordination
with other agencies and countries of the inter-
American system and other donor countries, draw
up a proposal for establ-ishing programs to
modernize both public and private institutions,
with a view to furthering trade liberalization
and agricultural integration in the region.

That IICA continue to support the efforts under-
taken by the subregional sectoral fora to
achieve liberalization and agricultural integra-
tion, and step up the analysis and drafting of
proposals to create opportunities and to
mitigate the impact of changes which will
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inevitably take place as a consequence of these
processes.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.4(91)
25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

RECOMMENDATION No. 4

URUGUAY ROUND OF GATT

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

HAVING SEEN:

The "Declaration of Madrid", approved during this
Conference.

CONSIDERING:

That agricultural trade-distorting policies give
rise to distortions in world agricultural trade,
generating great losses in revenues for the countries of
the region;

That most of the countries of the region have in-
stituted policies to liberalize their economies, the
success of which demands that international prices for
agricultural and agroindustrial products not be dis-
torted by subsidies on output and exports;

That in spite of the initial optimism at the outset
of the Uruguay Round of the GATT, and the high degree of
participation of the countries of the region, four years
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after its inception very few advances have been achieved
in the agriculture negotiations group;

That there is a growing concern over the impact of
a failure of the Round, which would aggravate the econ-
omic crisis in Latin America and in the Caribbean, and
place even greater pressure on their natural resources
and the environment,

RECOMMENDS :

1.

That the governments of the industrialized coun-
tries adopt a constructive approach to the agri-
cultural negotiations, in order to reach an ac-
ceptable agreement which will lead to the suc-
cessful conclusion of the Uruguay Round of the
GATT, and thereby comply effectively with the
commitments assumed in the recent meeting of the
Group of Seven, held in London.

That the governments of the countries of the
inter-American system continue to support col-
laborative efforts to achieve reductions in
trade-distorting policies, especially in the
final stages of the Uruguay Round of the GATT.

That once the negotiations have been concluded,
IICA analyze the impact of the agreements on the
agricultural sectors of the region, and assess,
within that framework, strategies for the region
in coming years.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.5(91)
25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

RECOMMENDATION No. S

NTERPRISE FOR C NIT VE

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

HAVING SEEN:

Topical document No.l "Changes in the International
Economy: Implications for Agro-food Trade in Latin
America and the Caribbean,"

CONSIDERING:

That the Enterprise for the Americas Initiative,
announced last June by United States President George
Bush, is of great importance for the American hemi-
sphere;

That the mere announcement of this initiative has
provided additional stimulus for furthering the sub-
regional integration process, in which agriculture
should play an important role; and

That, in the 1long term, its implementation re-
presents a suitable alternative for competing with the
expanded economic zones being formed worldwide,
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RECOMMENDS :

1.

That the governments of the Latin American and
Caribbean countries discuss and reach agreement
on common positions for negotiations by the sub-
regions, before the commencement of formal nego-
tiations.

That the pertinent bodies of the United States
be urged to consider the possibility of incor-
porating components into the initiative per-
taining specifically to the development of human
resources, the transfer of technological know-
how, the conservation of natural resources, and
the important role of the agricultural sector in
promoting economic and social development.

That multilateral organizations and the tech-
nical and financial cooperation agencies provide
support by channelling resources to studies for
analyzing levels of competitiveness and comple-
mentarity between the agricultural sectors of
the inter-American agricultural system.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.6(91)
25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

RECOMMENDATION No. 6

DEBT SWAPS FOR NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

HAVING SEEN:

The reference documents presented to the Tenth ICMA,
the documents on the management and conservation of
natural resources and the environment and on sustainable
development prepared by the IDB, ECLAC, UNEP and other
international agencies, as well as the Declaration of
Madrid,

CONSIDERING:

That natural resources are a common heritage which,
up to now, have not been valued appropriately;

That the conservation of these resources and the
environment requires urgent and joint undertakings by
all the countries of the international community;

That to reverse current practices on the use of
natural resources in order to bring about more
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sustainable development requires funding beyond the
means of developing countries;

That debt swaps for nature and conservation of the
environment offer opportunities to begin to resolve the
financial problems which limit developing countries in
their efforts to promote sustainable agricultural devel-
opment ;

That there is growing consensus concerning the
urgency of the actions to be undertaken and that it is
necessary to move from recommendations and proposals to
a commitment to specific action; and

That the upcoming United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, to be held in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992, will provide a suitable forum
to move forward in this urgent effort,

RECOMMENDS :

1. That IICA, as soon as possible, and in consulta-
tion with the member countries, undertake ef-
forts to analyze and formulate proposals on how
to effectively and efficiently take advantage of
debt swaps for natural resource conservation for
sustainable agricultural development.

2. That the results of these efforts be submitted
to the consideration of the countries through
the existing subregional integration fora
(CONASUR, JUNTA, CORECA-CCAD and CARICOM), with
a view to presenting them, through the appro-
priate channels, to the international community
at the Rio Conference.




75

That international and inter-American technical
cooperation and funding agencies be asked to
provide full support and collaboration in this
initiative.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.7(91)
25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

RECO! NDATION No. 7

TITU N (9) R

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

CONSIDERING:

That changes in the international setting, both in
economic and in scientific and technological spheres,
make it necessary to reconsider the concept of the
agricultural sector as it has been understood thus far
and to redefine it as an extended sector including both
primary activities and processing;

That agricultural activities thus defined have an
enormous bearing on the economies of the region in terms
of output, income and employment and, therefore, on the
consolidation of the democratic processes under way in
the hemisphere;

That the economic changes taking place make it nec-
essary to promote comprehensive institutional reform in
order to bring about greater efficiency of public and
private institutions, with respect to policies and pro-
grams to be promoted,
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RECOMMENDS :

1.

That the governments of the countries examine
comprehensive alternatives for institutional
development, to include both public and private
entities, paying special attention to:

a) The creation of effective mechanisms for
reaching agreement with farmers’ organiza-
tions and agents offering services to the
agricultural sector, to ensure that they
participate equitably in decision-making
processes related to agricultural devel-
opment ;

b) The development of institutional structures
which duly reflect the concept of an ex-
panded agricultural sector and its linkages
with the rest of the economy and the inter-
national community;

c) The development or strengthening of the
technical capabilities of public agricul-
tural institutions, to improve their capa-
city to analyze macroeconomic policies;

d) The creation and administration of effective
mechanisms for action, capable of generating
verifiable results in the area of natural
resource conservation in the medium and long
term.

‘That international and bilateral assistance

organizations, both financial and technical,
include in their programs of action specific
components to help the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean adapt their
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agricultural institutions with a view to
equipping them to promote comprehensive and
sustainable modernization over the long term.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.8(91)
25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

RECOMMENDATION No. 8

REGIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY
TRANSFER SYSTEM

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

CONSIDERING:

That it is necessary to promote market deregulation
and economic and trade liberalization and integration,
in line with the new regional and world context;

That the effectiveness and success of these proces-
ses will be determined to a large extent by the possi-
bility of all the sectors and countries having equitable
access to the factors determining competitiveness, par-
ticularly technology, in order to be able to make better
use of their comparative advantages;

That while efforts are being made to reactivate
economic growth and to reduce poverty, it is also
necessary to overcome problems associated with the
degradation of natural resources and to obtain new
information on how to manage and conserve resources
using production methods which are not harmful to the
environment;
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That the magnitude of the research and development
efforts required to meet these challenges exceeds the
capacity and resources available to any of the countries
or institutions individually; and

That the region has considerable capacity for
research and technological development in the countries’
national institutions, in regional centers such as CATIE
and CARDI, in the centers of the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), as well as
in numerous networks and cooperation mechanisms for
technology which, together, constitute a truly regional
system which has the potential to provide the tech-
nological know-how required for bringing about sustain-
able agricultural development,

RECOMMENDS :

1. That the countries, IICA and other international
technical and financial cooperation organiza-
tions continue in their efforts to modernize na-
tional research and technology transfer institu-
tions, and to consolidate and institutionalize
the regional centers, networks and agricultural
research and technology transfer programs which
carry out activities in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

2. That, within this context, special attention be
paid to incorporating into the national and
international programs under way the subject of
natural resource management and sustained devel-
opment as a priority objective for technological
development in agriculture.
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That the IDB and IICA promote close ties between
the national research and technology transfer
systems and the regional and international cen-
ters, particularly those of the Consultative
Group on International Agricultural Research
(CGIAR), through the creation of a formal mech-
anism for consultation and coordination for de-
fining and implementing work priorities for the
region.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.9(91)
25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

ON .

UN D NATIONS N ON
NVIRONMENT D _DEVELOPMEN RIO-

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

CONSIDERING:

That the conservation of natural resources and en-
vironmental protection constitute one of the top prior-
ities on the international agenda;

That given the diversity and wealth of their natural
resources and the strategic role that agriculture plays
in their economies, the challenges implicit in this area
for the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean are
critically important and different for each;

That, while ownership of natural resources and
actions taken to address problems related to them are a
national question, and, therefore, subject to the
sovereign decisions of each nation, the environmental
and economic interrelationships associated with natural
resource use and the environment are global in nature;
consequently, the effects and benefits of such inter-
relationships are suffered and shared by all the in-
habitants of the planet;
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That the upcoming United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, to be held in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, in June 1992, represents a unique
opportunity to advance towards a new international
consensus, which will be essential for assuring the
sustainability of development and the future of coming
generations, as well as for establishing rules and
specific programs for action to respond to the most
urgent problems,

RECOMMENDS :

1. That the countries of the inter-American system
make every effort to participate actively in the
preparations for the Rio Conference, placing
special emphasis on the development of joint
positions which emphasize that both resources
and problems are shared, and recognize the move
toward integration under way in the region.

2. That IICA collaborate with -the countries in
developing such positions, facilitating dialogue
between them and coordinating the preparation,
by the participants, of specific proposals for
multinational action, to be submitted to the
consideration of the international financial
community during the Conference.

3. That, initially, such efforts focus on the de-
velopment of initiatives for agricultural re-
search and technology transfer aimed at specific
important agro-ecological areas in the region.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.10(91)
24 September 1991
Original: Spanish

RECO N N _No.

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM ON RESEARCH D_TECHNOLOGY T SFER
FOR _THE SOUTH AMERICAN TROPICS (PROCITROPICOS)

The Tenth INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

HAVING SEEN:

The working documents presented, particularly those
concerning intra- and inter-regional socioeconomic inte-
gration and the bases for sustainable agricultural de-
velopment,

CONSIDERING:

That in South America, the tropical region of the
Amazon basin is of continental magnitude and contains
tremendous agricultural and forestry potential; and that
its natural resource wealth and diversity, in terms of
flora and fauna, climate, water and soil, is of vital
socioeconomic importance for the region and for the rest
of the world;

That, given the multinational nature and complexity
of these ecosystems, as well as the magnitude of the
scientific and technical effort required, cooperation




85

between the countries of the basin is the most viable
and effective operating strategy for ensuring the sus-
tainable use and management of these resources; and

That the countries of the Amazon Basin (Bolivia,
Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Suriname, Peru, and
Venezuela), along with IICA, and aware of the fact that
individual efforts can be strengthened through mech-
anisms for integration and joint action in order to make
more effective use of existing resources and initia-
tives, showed clearly their willingness to act in union
by implementing, in August 1991, within the framework of
PLANLAC, the Cooperative Program on Research and Tech-
nology Transfer for the South American Tropics
(PROCITROPICOS),

RECOMMENDS :

1. That the governments of the Amazon countries and
their mechanism for integration, the Amazon Co-
operation Treaty, support the implementation of
PROCITROPICOS as an instrument for joint action,
in order to develop cooperative activities in
agricultural research and technology transfer in
the region of the Amazon Basin.

2. That within the framework of the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development (Rio-
92), the countries include PROCITROPICOS as a
priority mechanism for technological integration
in the South American tropics and call on the
international community to provide support
through funding for specific projects of the
Program.
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That IICA continue to provide support to
PROCITROPICS, and in particular, to support the
signing of agreements with financial agencies
for implementing the Program’s activities and
ensuring its continuity.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.11(91)
25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

CO NDATIO .

FRAGILE HIGHL ECOS MS

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

HAVING SEEN:

The working documents, in particular those on re-
gional and subregional socioeconomic integration and on
the foundations required for sustainable development in
agricultural production,

CONSIDERING:

That some regions of the Andes, especially the high-
land ecosystems, are exceptionally rich and diverse in
terms of their flora, fauna, climate, water and soil
resources, which are of vital importance socially, eco-
nomically and culturally, not only to these regions, but
also to similar regions in other parts of the world;

That these ecosystems are fragile and their constant
use for satisfying the basic needs of the people who
live there is contributing to their rapid deterioration,
and, consequently, to uncontrolled migration to equally
fragile ecosystems;
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That the Government of Bolivia has taken the initia-
tive to ask IICA to draw up a proposal for creating a
program for agricultural research and transfer of ap-
propriate technology for fragile highland ecosystems,

RECOMMENDS :

1.

That the governments of other Latin American
countries with fragile highland ecosystems sup-
port the efforts of the Government of Bolivia
and IICA in formulating a proposal for creating
a program for research and the transfer of ap-
propriate technology for ecologically fragile
highlands.

That the proposal for creating the program be
submitted to the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, to take place in
Rio de Janeiro in 1992, as a priority mechanism
for promoting technological integration, main-
taining the production capacity of the natural
resource base and conserving the environment in
highland regions.

That in this context, special attention be given
to the issue of natural resource management and
sustainable development, and new initiatives be
actively undertaken to benefit highland eco-
systems directly.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.12(91)
25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

RECOMMENDATION No. 12

MECHANISMS FOR IMPLEMENTING THE CGIAR FORESTRY AND
AGROFORESTRY INITIATI N LATIN AMERICA AND T
CARIBBEAN

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

HAVING SEEN:

The working documents presented to the Tenth ICMA,
the importance of the tropical forests of the hemisphere
and the recent initiative adopted by the Consultative
Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR),

CONSIDERING:

That in Latin America and the Caribbean, close to
four million hectares of natural forest are being
replaced each year by non-sustainable methods of
agricultural production, as a result of unsuitable
policies, poor planning of land use, and lack of
appropriate technology for efficient and effective
management of the agroforestry resources of the region;

That the CGIAR has decided to support forestry and
agroforestry research;
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That priorities for research and development in
forestry and agroforestry must be based on the agro-
ecological and institutional requirements and situation
of the region, and that the success of research and
technology development efforts depends on the strength-
ening of national capacity and on the links with the
research infrastructure existing on both the national
and the international levels as a means of ensuring an
efficient and effective channel for external aid and for
managing integrated research programs;

That in the region institutions such as CATIE, CARDI
and others have a wealth of experience in integrating
the components of agricultural, livestock and forestry
production into their research and postgraduate training
programs; and

That CATIE has joined IICA, the International Center
for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) and other national in-
stitutions to form an inter-institutional network of
agroforestry research for sustainable development,

RECOMMENDS :

1. That the agencies and donor countries forming
part of CGIAR support, within this new forestry
and agroforestry initiative, the identification
and funding of a specific component for the
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean,
and fully recognize both the technical require-
ments and the institutional situation of the
region.

2. That CATIE, CARDI and others be included in this
effort, given that they are key institutions in
the region concerned with forestry and
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agroforestry and can therefore play a leading
role in the development and implementation of
the initiative.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.13(91)
25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

CO A o. 13

DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN RESQURCES

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

CONSIDERING:

That the current trend in Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC) is towards increased participation in
international trade and working through different fora
to achieve integration, which makes it necessary to
respond to the challenges and opportunities of greater
competitiveness;

That the rapid development of technology taking
place worldwide affects not only structural adjustment
in production sectors, but also social and institutional
organization and management;

That, as a result of the crisis which many of our
countries have faced over the last decade, there is a
need to cut back public expenditures, including those
resources invested in human capital;

That preparation and training of human resources is
an indispensable requirement if our economies and insti-
tutional structures are to face the challenges and op-
portunities ahead;
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That in making investments in human resources, it is
necessary to make distinctions related to age and
gender, which implies emphasizing the role of women and
young people in development,

RECOMMENDS :

1.

That the countries emphasize the need to give
high priority to investments to develop human
resources, as a key element in the processes
currently under way to modernize agriculture.

That technical and financial cooperation agen-
cies establish programs to support the develop-
ment and execution of national strategies aimed
at training human resources for agricultural
modernization, suited to the characteristics and
needs of each country.

That as part of its activities, IICA give prior-
ity to formulating national training strategies,
and support the creation of training networks
and systems for upgrading existing capabilities.

That the countries, IICA and other agencies give
special consideration to development programs
designed specifically for indigenous peoples,
youth and women.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.14(91)
25 September 1991
Original: French

RECOMMENDATION No. 14

SMALL FARMERS

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

HAVING SEEN:

The predominance of small farmers in many countries
of the region;

The growing number of small holdings in many coun-
tries of Latin America and the Caribbean; and

The poor conditions in which many small farm fami-
lies live, the most salient of which include isolation,
illiteracy, high mortality rates and lack of basic
infrastructure,

CONSIDERING:

That the rural exodus taking place among small
farmers is not the solution and results in ever-
increasing social costs in the urban setting; and

That small farmers can and should be integrated into
the agricultural reactivation and modernization process
by providing them training and other tools which will
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allow them to enhance their productivity and give them
access to internal and external markets,

RECOMMENDS :

1.

That the governments of the Latin American and
Caribbean countries promote differentiated poli-
cies to benefit small farmers and promote their
development within the framework of the market
economy.

That aid agencies in general, public institu-
tions and grass roots organizations ensure that
the relationships between society as a whole,
the rural sector and small farmers be governed
by the principle of equity.

That private and public institutions in the
Region adopt measures aimed at decentralization.

That technical cooperation organizations in
general, including IICA, consider research and
technology transfer programs that are tailored
to small farms and that protect natural re-
sources and the environment.

That IICA strengthen and consolidate subregional
cooperative networks involving rural develop-
ment-related institutions, to identify viable
economic alternatives and to facilate the ex-
change of experiences between countries.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.15(91)
25 September 1991
Original:Spanish/English

RECO ATION No. 1

ARTIC TION OF OR ATIONS
WOMEN ‘ OU. AND N N o) NT

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

CONSIDERING:

That the task of redefining the role of and mod-
ernizing the agricultural sector will require the parti-
cipation of all segments of society as partners in the
process; and

That farmer organizations, women’s groups and NGOs,
which can reach all strata of society, must play an ever
more specific role in rural development,

RECOMMENDS :

1. That IICA intensify its efforts to promote and
increase the participation of farmer organiza-
tions, women’s groups and NGOs in the process of
rural development.

2. That IICA take the necessary steps to convene,
during the first semester of 1992, a meeting to
analyze different ways and methods for involving
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NGOs, farmer organizations and women’s groups in
the rural development process.
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IICA/CIMA/RC.16(91)

25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

MMENDATION No. 16

INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS IN LATIN RICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE FOR MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

CONSIDERING:

That indigenous peoples are an integral part of the
historical and cultural heritage of the Americas;

That these population groups, in some cases, are not
fully integrated into the services and programs provided
by the State;

That their knowledge and use of natural resources
have made it possible to conserve such resources for
thousands of years;

That such knowledge is essential in designing plans

for sustainable agriculture, and that this knowledge is
in danger of being lost,

RECOMMENDS:

1. That recognition be given to the indigenous
cultural base which characterizes the countries
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of the Americas, as expressed in our languages,
common history and approach to work and life.

That the existence and proven efficiency over
time of the technology and knowledge used by
indigenous people in conserving the environment
be recognized as the intellectual heritage of
those peoples without which environmental con-
servation and sustainable development in our
countries cannot be assured.

That specialized organizations carry out studies
aimed at gathering indigenous knowledge with a
view to incorporating it into modern agricul-
tural science.
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IICA/CIMA/Rc.17(91)
25 September 1991
Original: Spanish

RECOMMENDATION No, 17

DE T TERN VES TO THE PRODUCTION OF
LLEGAL PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

CONSIDERING:

That drug trafficking has serious implications for
the countries of the region, as it generates problems of
illegality, terrorism, addiction and environmental and
moral degradation;

That the strong demand for narcotics in industrial-
ized countries encourages in depressed areas of devel-
oping countries the growing of crops from which illegal
psychotropic substances are extracted;

That the incomes gained at present by farmers culti-
vating psychotropic crops are higher than those that can
be earned from legal activities; and

That to overcome the problems mentioned above, it
will be necessary to undertake specific actions aimed at
reducing drug consumption, and to ensure greater access
of farmers to markets and new technologies for alterna-
tive products,
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RECOMMENDS :

1.

That the countries strengthen their actions to
halt the consumption of illegal psychotropic
products, and support programs aimed at crop
substitution and alternative development.

That international organizations and donor coun-
tries increase their financial support and tech-
nical cooperation for the substitution and pro-
duction of alternative crops.

That IICA, in addition to continuing with its
activities in this field, broaden and strengthen
its cooperative programs for alternative devel-
opment, in coordination with other international
organizations.
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IICA/CIMA/Res.1(91)
27 September 1991
Original: Spanish

RESOLUTION No. 1
VOTE OF THANKS TO THE GOVERMENT OF SPAIN

The TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE,

CONSIDERING:

That the initiative of the Government of Spain to
host the Tenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA) and the Sixth Regular Meeting of the
Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA) has provided
an additional forum for dialogue between the ministers
of agriculture of the Americas and their counterparts in
the European Economic Community;

That Spain has made major efforts in recent years to
increase cooperation with the region, primarily through
treaties of friendship and cooperation with the coun-
tries, and through contributions to regional technical
cooperation and funding agencies;

That the hospitality extended by the Government of
Spain has been a determining factor enabling the delib-
erations of the Tenth Inter-American Conference of
Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA) and the Sixth Regular
Meeting of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture
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(IABA) to be conducted in an orderly and cordial
atmosphere; and

That the support of these meetings provided by the
Government of Spain through the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, has ensured the success of these
important events,

RESOLVES:

To extend its deepest gratitude to the Govern-
ment of Spain, through the Minister of Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and Food, the Honorable Pedro
Solbes; to the officials of that Ministry; to
the authorities of the city of Madrid, and to
the support staff whose efficient teamwork made
it possible to carry the task at hand through to
a successful conclusion.



SIGNING OF THE REPORT
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SIGNING OF THE REPORT OF THE TENTH INTER-AMERICAN
CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF AGRICULTURE

In compliance with the provisions of Article 36 of
the Rules of Procedure of the Tenth Inter-American Con-
ference of Ministers of Agriculture, the Report of the
Conference is hereby signed at 18:00 on the twenty-sixth
day of September of the year nineteen hundred ninety
one, in the Madrid Congress Hall.

This Final Report is submitted in English, French,
Portuguese and Spanish, with all versions being authen-
tic and of equal validity.

The Technical Secretary of the Conference shall file
the original texts in the archives of the Organization
of American States, and the General Directorate of the
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
shall send copies of the official version of this report
to the governments of the Member States and the Perma-
nent Observers of the OAS and of IICA, and other partic-
ipants in the Conference.

Madrid,_ Spain

Pifieiro Pedro Solbes
or General Chairman of the

Tenth ICMA
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FIRST WORKING SESSION

The first working session of the ICMA Drafting
Committee was held in Room 8, on September 20,
1991. The meeting was called to order at 9:25.
Participating in the meeting were the representa-
tives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Canada,
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, St.
Kitts and Nevis, St. Vincent and the Grenadines,
Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of
America, Uruguay and Venezuela. IICA was repre-
sented by the Director General, the General Co-
ordinator of the ICMA and the Technical Secretary
of the ICMA and the IABA, with the assistance of a
group of technical staff from the Institute.

The Director General explained which draft docu-
ments were to be prepared during the meetings of
the ICMA Drafting Committee. He also explained that
it was a tradition in IICA for the representative
from the country hosting the last Conference to
take the chair of the first preparatory sessions,
and for the vice-chairs to be occupied by the re-
presentatives of the two countries following the
country serving as the chair, in alphabetical order
in Spanish.

Subsequently, and with approval of the representa-
tives, the representative from Canada took the
chair. After expressing his appreciation for the
appointment, he proposed that a thirty-minute
recess be taken to permit the representatives to
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read the working document for the Declaration of
Madrid which had been prepared by IICA.

On their return, the representatives expressed
their general agreement with the structure of the
document and made a number of comments on it. The
Chair suggested that any countries wishing to pro-
pose amendments or additions to the document should
do so in writing, delivering their comments to the
Coordinator of the ICMA before 15:00. The meeting
was adjourned at 13:15.

SECOND WORKING SESSION

The meeting of the ICMA Drafting Committee resumed
at 16:30 on September 20. Joining the countries
participating in the first session were Barbados,
Bolivia and Brazil. The Chair stated that prelimi-
nary draft recommendations had already been pre-
pared by the office of the General Coordinator of
the ICMA and added that it would be necessary to
study during that session the ideas and suggestions
of the countries in order to complete the recommen-
dations so they could be discussed and then ap-
proved by the ministers of agriculture partici-
pating in the ICMA.

Concerning the Declaration of Madrid, the General
Coordinator of the ICMA stated that he had already
received some suggestions from the countries, as
agreed during the morning session, and that this
document should be in its final wording by
Wednesday, September 25.

The General Coordinator of the ICMA reported on the
topics for which preliminary draft recommendations
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had already been prepared. A discussion ensued of
other matters of interest which might give rise to
other recommendations. The countries in charge of
coordinating the special drafting committees for
each recommendation were appointed by consensus,
and it was decided that the Directors of IICA’'s
Programs would participate in the work of these
committees.

The Chair requested that the group hand in their
draft recommendations at 9:00 on September 21. The
session was adjourned at 18:00.

THIRD WORKING SESSION

The third session of the ICMA Drafting Comittee was
called to order on September 21, 1991 at 9:45 in
Room 8 of the Madrid Congress Hall. :

The draft of the Declaration of Madrid was distrib-
uted and the Chair requested the representatives to
make any observations they considered relevant to
the new text. The following countries filed com-
ments on the texts: Argentina, Barbados, Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Grenada, Guyana,
Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, St. Kitts and
Nevis, Trinidad and Tobago and United States of
America.

At the request of the United States delegation, the
Chair proposed to the representatives the possibil-
ity of forming a working subgroup which could
review all the observations and draft a new version
of the Declaration. The representatives approved
the proposal and the group was then made up as
follows: United States of BAmerica for North
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America, Mexico for the Central Area, Chile and
Brazil for the Southern Area, Colombia for the
Andean Area and Barbados for the Caribbean Area.
This subgroup worked with the Secretariat to draft
a new version of the Declaration. The session was
adjourned at 12:00 noon.

FOURTH WORKING SESSION

The fourth session of the ICMA Drafting Committee
wags called to order at 15:30 in Room 8 of the
Madrid Congress Hall and chaired by the representa-
tive of Canada.

The Chair explained the method to be employed for
analyzing the recommendations and indicated that
the country responsible for coordinating the
writing of the draft recommendation would explain
its content, leaving questions of style to the
Secretariat.

The following draft recommendations were pre-
sented:

- THE URUGUAY ROUND OF THE GATT. Drafting
coordinated by the Uruguayan delegation.

= FRAGILE HIGHLAND ECOSYSTEMS. Drafting
coordinated by the Bolivian delegation.

- CONTINUATION OF THE PLAN OF JOINT ACTION FOR
AGRICULTURAL REACTIVATION IN LATIN AMERICA AND
THE CARIBBEAN (PLANLAC). Drafting coordinated by
the Secretariat.
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- COMMON AGENDA FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION.
Drafting coordinated by the Argentinian
delegation.

= DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES. Drafting
coordinated by the Chilean delegation.

- UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT AND
DEVELOPMENT. Drafting coordinated by the
Brazilian delegation.

= COOPERATIVE PROGRAM ON RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY
TRANSFER FOR THE SOUTH AMERICAN TROPICS. Draft-
ing coordinated by the Brazilian delegation.

= NATURAL RESOURCES AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT.
Drafting coordinated by the Bolivian delegation.

- ENTERPRISE FOR THE AMERICAS INITIATIVE. Drafting
coordinated by the Costa Rican delegation.

= DRUG TRAFFICKING AND ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT.
Drafting coordinated by the Peruvian delegation.

The representatives made a number of amendments to
the texts presented, which would be incorporated
into the final drafts for consideration by the Min-
isters during the plenary session.

The Chair reported that the following draft recom-
mendations: Participation of Farmer Organizations,
Women'’s Groups and NGOs in Rural Development; Sup-
port for the Processes of Trade Liberalization and
Regional and Subregional Integration; Institutional
Reform of the Agricultural Sector; and Small Far-
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mers, which had not yet been presented, would be
discussed on Sunday, September 22 at 11:00.

The session was adjourned at 18:00.

FIFTH WORKING SESSION

The fifth working session of the ICMA Drafting Com-
mittee was called to order at 12:30 on September
22. It was attended by the same representatives as
those present at the second session of the IABA
Drafting Committee, which had just adjourned.

The draft recommendation "Participation of Farmer
Organizations, Women’s Groups and NGOs in Rural
Development" was read.

The ICMA Coordinator took note of the various sug-
gestions made by the representatives regarding
changes in the text to be introduced into the final
draft to be discussed by the ministers.

The draft recommendation "Institutional Reform of
the Agricultural Sector" was read. The ICMA Coordi-
nator took note of the comments made by the repre-
sentatives who approved the draft to be submitted
to the ministers for their consideration.

The draft recommendation "Small Farmers," was read
and approved with some modifications to be discus-
sed at the ministerial level.

The draft recommendation "Support for the Process
of Trade Liberalization and Regional and Sub-
regional Integration" (Version 2) was read.
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Discussion of the draft was initiated, but the
Chair suggested continuing the analysis of same on
September 23, during the meeting of the Drafting
Committee for the Declaration and Recommendations.
The representative of the United States of America
suggested forming a small working group to discuss
the aforementioned draft resolution, so as to reach
a consensus before final consideration thereof.

The ICMA Coordinator announced that Costa Rica had
presented a new draft recommendation on tropical
forests in the hemisphere, which would be discussed
on September 23 in the meeting of the Drafting
Committee for the Declaration and Recommendations.
The representative of Costa Rica read the afore-
mentioned draft, the translations of which would be
distributed in due course.

The Drafting Committee began to revise the final

draft of the Declaration of Madrid, which included
observations filed by the representatives in pre-

vious sessions. At the recommendation of the Chair, -
this text was discussed paragraph by paragraph. The

ICMA Coordinator took note of the representatives’

suggestions, so as to introduce them into the text

to be discussed by the ministers.

The session was adjourned at 16:00.

SIXTH WORKING SESSION

The sixth working session of the Drafting Com-
mittee for the Declaration and Recommendations,
presided over by the representative from Canada,
was called to order at 16:20 on September 23, in
Room 8 of the Madrid Congress  Hall.
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Representatives from the following countries were
in attendance: Barbados, Bolivia, Canada, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Grenada, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, México,
Nicaragua, Paraguay, Saint Lucia, Trinidad and
Tobago, United States of America, Uruguay and
Venezuela.

The Chair submitted the draft of the Declaration of
Madrid for discussion by the representatives. Ob-
servations and changes were included as proposed in
the fifth working session on September 22. The
Secretariat took note of the suggestions, in order
to produce a final draft for September 24 which
would be carefully compared with the three other
versions in the official languages of IICA. To
this end, it was agreed that some representatives
would do a final reading of the draft in their
respective languages.

The session was adjourned at 17:50.

SEVENTH WORKING SESSION

The Seventh Working Session of the Drafting Com-
mittee for the Declaration and Recommendations took
place in Room 8 at 16:30 on September 24, and was
chaired by the representative of Canada. It was
attended by representatives from Barbados, Bolivia,
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Grenada, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru,
Saint Lucia, St. Vicent and the Grenadines,
Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America,
Uruguay and Venezuela.
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First, several points of the draft Declaration of
Madrid were discussed. The Technical Secretariat
took note of the observations and suggestions for
modifications and informed the Committee that the
final draft of this document would be ready for
distribution the following day.

The draft recommendation "Small Farmers,"” was then
discussed. Next, the Chair proposed that a working
group made up of the representatives of Bolivia and
the United States of America, and the Director of
Program III of IICA, revise the text of this draft
and produce the final version.

The Minister of Agricultural Development of Panama,
Ezequiel Rodriguez, arrived at the meeting and sub-
mitted the draft recommendation "Ministerial Com-
mission on Debt Swaps for Natural Resource Conser-
vation and Sustainable Agricultural Development,"
for discussion. The draft read by the minister was
distributed and discussed. The Committee suggested
that the Minister of Panama submit the draft recom-
mendation directly to the plenary on September 26.

After inclusion of amendments proposed by the re-
presentatives, the draft recommendation "Indigenous
Affairs in Latin America and the Caribbean" was ap-
proved.

The Technical Secretary read the draft recommenda-
tions whose preliminary drafts had been approved in
the previous sessions of the Drafting Committee for
the Declaration and Recommendations (ICMA Drafting
Committee), for submission to the ministers in the
plenary session. The following draft recommenda-
tions were read: The Uruguay Round of the GATT;
Fragile Highland Ecosystems; Continuance of the
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Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation
in Latin America and the Caribbean (PLANLAC); Com-
mon Agenda for International Cooperation; Develop-
ment of Human Resources; United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development (Rio-92); Coopera-
tive Program on Research and Technology Transfer
for the South American Tropics (PROCITROPICOS);
Regional Agricultural Reserch and Technology Trans-
fer System; Enterprise for the Americas Initiative;
Development Alternatives to the Production of Il-
legal Psychotropic Substances; Participation of
Farmer Organizations, Women’s Groups and NGOs in
Rural Development; Support for the Processes of
Trade Liberalization and Regional and Subregional
Intergration; Institutional Reform of the Agricul-
tural Sector; Mechanisms for Implementing the CGIAR
Forestry and Agroforestry Initiative in Latin
America and the Caribbean. The following draft re-
commendations were withdrawn because their subject
matter overlapped with that of other draft recom-
mendations: Modernization of Latin American Agri-
culture; Support for the Processes of Integration;
Support for the Processes of Trade Liberalization
and Regional and Subregional Integration (Version
2); Participation of Non-Governmental Organizations
in Promoting Development.

7.7 The session was adjourned at 19:00.
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REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE OF THE TENTH
INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF AGRICULTURE

The Credentials Committee was set up in accordance
with the provisions of Article 15 of Chapter V of the
Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Conference of
Ministers of Agriculture and the agreements reached in
the Preparatory Session of the Conference on the member-
ship of the Credentials Committee. The members were
representatives from Canada, Ecuador, Jamaica and
Mexico.

The Committee examined the credentials of the re-
presentatives from the Member States of the OAS and
IICA. It found the credentials in order for the fol-
lowing countries: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, St.
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States
of America, Uruguay and Venezuela.

This record is signed in Madrid,_ Spain, on

September 25, 1991. -~
= e >
Harold Hickman Clarence-Franklin
Representative of Canada Representative of Jamaica
Chair

Vice-Chairperson

S~

.. .‘ < 3 n
__—Hédfor Iturbe " Raul Morat§~
Representative of Mexico Representative of Ecuador
Rapporteur
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MEMBER STATES OF IICA

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

Regular:

Hilroy Humphreys

Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries,
Lands and Housing

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries,
Lands and Housing

St. John’s

Alternate:

Lennox Weston

Acting Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries,
Lands and Housing

St. John’s

ARGENTINA
Regular:

Marcelo Regiinaga

Secretario de Agricultura, Ganaderia
y Pesca

Secretaria de Agricultura, Ganaderia
y Pesca

Buenos Aires
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Alternates:

Juan Pablo Lohlé

Embajador de Argentina en Espafia
Embajada Argentina

Paseo de la Castellana, 53
Madrid

Carlos Basco

Director de Economia Agraria y Asuntos
Internacionales

Secretaria de Agricultura, Ganaderia
y Pesca

Buenos Aires

Ménica Deregibus
Consejero
Embajada Argentina
Roma, Italia

Advisors:

Guillermo Alberto Ball Lima

Presidente de la Comisién de Agricultura
y Ganaderia de la Camara de Diputados
Congreso Nacional

Buenos Aires

Carlos Garcia Lugilde

Ministro Consejero Econémico y Comercial
Embajada Argentina

Paseo de la Castellana, 53

Madrid
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BARBADOS
Regular:

L.V. Harcourt Lewis

Minister of Agriculture, Food
and Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and Fisheries

Graeme Hall

Christ Church

Alternate:

Ruall Harris

Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Fisheries

Graeme Hall

Christ Church

BOLIVIA
Regular:

Mauro Bertero Gutiérrez
Ministro de Asuntos Campesinos
y Agropecuarios

Ministerio de Asuntos Campesinos
y Agropecuarios

La Paz
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Alternates:

Ralil Garafulic Gutiérrez
Embajador de Bolivia en Espaifia
Embajada de Bolivia

Paseo de la Castellana, 179
Madrid

Alan Bojanic

Agesor

Ministerio de Asuntos Campesinos
y Agropecuarios

La Paz

Eduardo Landivar Roca
Ministro Consejero
Embajada de Bolivia

Paseo de la Castellana, 179
Madrid

BRAZIL
Regular:

Milciades S& Freire

Assessor para Assuntos Internacionais
Ministério da Agricultura e Reforma
Agréria

Brasilia, D.F.

Alternates:

Lindolfo Collor

Embaixador do Brasil na Espanha
Embaixada do Brasil

Fernando el Santo, 6

Madrid
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Laudemar Aguiar Neto
Secretério
Embaixada do Brasil
Fernando el Santo, 6
Madrid

Luiz F. Horta Rodrigues
Assessor do Ministro da Agricultura
Ministério da Agricultura
e Reforma Agréria
Brasilia, D.F.

Luiz Tarlei de Aragao
Assessor Internacional do Ministro
Ministério da Agricultura
e Reforma Agréria
Brasilia, D.F.

CANADA
Regular:

Murray Cardiff

Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Agriculture
Agriculture Canada

Sir John Carling Building
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OCS

Alternates:

John E. McGowan

Senior Assistant Deputy Minister
Agriculture Canada

Sir John Carling Building
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OCS
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Alan Gratias

Executive Director General
International Programs Directorate
Agriculture Canada

Sir John Carling Building

Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0OCS

David Sherwood

Director General
International Strategies and
Services Division

Agriculture Canada

Sir John Carling Building

Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0OCS

Harold Hickman

Advisor

Secretary of State for
External Affairs

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario K1A OA6

Christian Lapointe

Director

Canadian International Development
Agency - CIDA

200 Promenade du Portage

Hull, Quebec, H1A 0G4

Advisors:

Kim O’Neil

Executive Assistant
Agriculture Canada

Sir John Carling Building
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0OCS5
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James Lohoar

Trade Policy Advisor
Agriculture Canada

Sir John Carling Building
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OC5

Angel Garcia

Protocol Officer
Agriculture Canada

Sir John Carling Building
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OCS5

Susanne Francis
Communication Manager
Agriculture Canada

Sir John Carling Building
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OC5

Lucie Larose

Canadian Coordinator

CIDA/IICA Project

Canadian International Development
Agency - CIDA

200 Promenade du Portage

Hull, Quebec, H1A 0G4

David Johnston

Agriculture Specialist

Canadian International Development
Agency - CIDA

200 Promenade du Portage

Hull, Quebec, H1A 0G4
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Juan Valero

Advisor

Canadian International Development
Agency - CIDA

200 Promenade du Portage

Hull, Quebec, H1A 0G4

CHILE
Regular:

Juan Agustin Figueroa Y&var
Ministro de Agricultura
Ministerio de Agricultura
Santiago

Alternates:

Juan Gabriel Valdés Soublette
Embajador de Chile en Espafia
Embajada de Chile

Lagasca, 88

Madrid

Ivan Nazif Astorga

Director de la Divisién de Estudios
y Presupuesto

Ministerio de Agricultura

Santiago

Manuel Angel Gonzdlez

Jefe de Gabinete del Ministro
Ministerio de Agricultura
Santiago
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Matias Undurraga Abbott
Segundo Secretario
Embajada de Chile en Espaifia
Lagasca, 88

Madrid

Milena Vodanovic

Encargada de Prensa
Embajada de Chile en Espaiia
Lagasca, 88

Madrid

COLOMBIA

Regular:

Maria del Rosario Sintes Ulloa
Ministro de Agricultura
Ministerio de Agricultura
Bogoté&

Alternate:

Santiago Perry

Asesor del Ministro
Ministerio de Agricultura
Bogot4&

COSTA RICA

Regular:

Juan Rafael Lizano

Ministro de Agricultura y Ganaderia

Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
San José
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Alternates:

Antonio Lépez Escarré

Embajador de Costa Rica en Espaifia
Embajada de Costa Rica

Paseo de la Castellana, 166
Madrid

Rémulo Olivo Filippe

Director Ejecutivo

Secretaria Ejecutiva de Planificacién
Sectorial de Desarrollo Agropecuario - SEPSA

Apartado 10.094

1000 san José

Adolfo Shadid Shaina

Secretario Ejecutivo de la Liga Agricola
Industrial de la Cafia de Azicar - LAICA

Apartado 2330

1000 san José

DOMINICA
Regular:

Maynard Joseph
Minister of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture
Roseau
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Regular:

Nicolas Concepcién Garcia
Secretario de Estado de Agricultura
Secretaria de Estado de Agricultura
Santo Domingo

Alternates:

Rafael Gautrau

Embajador de la Repiiblica Dominicana
en Espaina

Embajada de la Repiblica Dominicana

Paseo de la Castellana, 30

Madrid

Pedro Rijo

Subsecretario Técnico de
Planificacién Sectorial

Secretaria de Estado de Agricultura

Santo Domingo

Danilo Duarte

Agregado

Embajada de la Republica Dominicana
Paseo de la Castellana, 30

Madrid

Jesiis Maria Concepcién
Asesor del Secretario de Estado
de Agricultura
Secretaria de Estado de Agricultura
Santo Domingo
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ECUADOR
Regular:

Miguel Alfredo Saltos Guale

Ministro de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Quito

Alternate:

Ralil Morales Ruiz

Director Nacional de Comercializacién
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Quito

Emilio Barriga

Director del Servicio Obligatorio del
Afio Técnico Rural Agropecuario - SOATRA

Av. Amazonas y Eloy Alfaro

Quito

Cecilio Vera

Asesor del Ministro de Agricultura
Ministerio de Agricultura

Quito

EL_SALVADOR

Regular:

Antonio Cabrales

Ministro de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
San Salvador
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Alternate:

Luis Enrique Co6rdova Macias

Jefe, Unidad de Andlisis y de Politicas
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
San Salvador

GRENADA
Regular:

Phinsley St. Louis

Minister of Agriculture, Lands, Food
and Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Food
and Fisheries

St. George’'s

Alternate:

Winston Phillips

Manager, Agricultural Rehabilitation
and Crop Diversification

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Food
and Fisheries

St. George’s

GUATEMALA

Regular:

Adolfo Boppel Carrera

Ministro de Agricultura, Ganaderia y
Alimentacidén

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganaderia y
Alimentacién

Guatemala
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Alternates:

Juan José Serra Castillo
Embajador de Guatemala en Espaiia
Embajada de Guatemala

Rafael salgado, 3

Madrid

Carlos Jiménez Licona
Embajador de Guatemala ante la
Comunidad Econémica Europea

Bruselas, Bélgica

Julio Antonio Torres Arriola
Ministro Consejero

Embajada de Guatemala en Espafia
Rafael salgado, 3

Madrid

Alfonso Quifiones Lemus
Consejero Comercial

Embajada de Guatemala en Espafia
Rafael salgado, 3

Madrid

UYANA

Regular:

Patrick L. McKenzie, A.A.
Minister of Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture
Georgetown
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Alternate:
Lorna J. David
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture
Georgetown

HAITI

Regular:

Frangois Séverin

Ministre de 1’Agriculture, des Ressources
Naturelles et du Développement Rural
Ministére de l’Agriculture, des Ressources
Naturelles et du Développement Rural
Damien

Port-au-Prince

Alternates:

Emmanuel Grand Pierre

Coordonateur

Cabinet du Ministre de l’Agriculture
Ministére de l’Agriculture, des Ressources
Naturelles et du Développement Rural
Damien

Port-au-Prince

Paul Duret

Membre du Cabinet du Ministre de l’Agriculture

Ministére de l’Agriculture, des Ressources
Naturelles et du Développement Rural

Damien

Port-au-Prince
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HONDURAS
Regular:

Mario Nufio Gamero

Secretario de Estado en el
Despacho de Recursos Naturales
Tegucigalpa

Alternates:

Marcio Sierra

Secretario Ejecutivo

Consejo de Desarrollo Agricola - CODA
Ministerio de Recursos Naturales
Tegucigalpa

Roger Norton

Asesor del Ministro

Ministerio de Recursos Naturales
Tegucigalpa

J ICA
Regular:

Seymour Mullings
Minister of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture
Hope Gardens

Kingston 6
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Alternate:

Clarence Franklin
Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture
Hope Gardens

Kingston 6

MEXICO
Regular:

Gustavo Gordillo de Anda

Subsecretario de Politica Sectorial y Concertacién
Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos

Hidr&ulicos

México, D.F.

Alternates:

Jesiis Silva-Herzog

Embajador de Mé&xico en Espafia
Embajada de Espafia

Paseo de la Castellana, 93
Madrid

Samuel Lichtensztejn
Asesor Técnico Principal de
Proyectos - SARH/CEPAL
Nuevo Lebén 210, Piso 18
México, D.F.
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Federico Lamont

Asesor del Subsecretario de
Politica Sectorial y Concertacién
Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos
Hidr&ulicos

México, D.F.

Rafael Paniagua

Asesor del Subsecretario de
Politica Sectorial y Concertacién
12 Rue Monge

75005 Paris, Francia

José& Maria Martinez

Director Adjunto

Instituto Nacional de
Capacitacidn Rural - INCA

México D.F.

Héctor Campos Lépez

Director General de Salud Animal
Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos
Hidr&ulicos

México, D.F.

Jeslis B. Cardefia Rodriguez

Director General de Politica Forestal
Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos
Hidr&ulicos

México, D.F.

Carlos Enriquez Alcaraz

Director General de la Unidad de
Desarrollo Regional

Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos
Hidr&ulicos

México, D.F.
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Francisco del Rio

Ministro

Embajada de México en Espaiia
Paseo de la Castellana, 93
Madrid

Evangelina Beltrén Pimienta

Subdirectora para Asuntos Multilaterales

Direccidén General de Asuntos Internacionales
Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos
Hidré&ulicos

México, D.F.

Héctor Iturbe Flores

Jefe, Departamento para Organismos Regionales
Direccién General de Asuntos Internacionales
Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos
Hidr&ulicos

México, D.F.

NI GUA
Regular:

Roberto Ronddén Sacasa

Ministro de Agricultura
y Ganaderia

Ministerio de Agricultura
y Ganaderia

Managua
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Alternates:

Filadelfo Chamorro Coronel
Embajador de Nicaragua en Espafia
Embajada de Nicaragua

Paseo de la Castellana, 127
Madrid

Sergio Mario Blandén Lanzas
Embajador de Nicaragua en Bélgica
Embajada de Nicaragua

Bruselas

Bayardo Selva Toruiio
Director General de Cooperacién Externa
Ministerio de Agricultura
y Ganaderia
Managua

Beverly Cruz de Hurtado

Directora de la Secretaria

Ministerio de Agricultura
y Ganaderia

Managua

RSger Quant Pallavicini
Ministro Consejero
Embajada de Nicaragua
Paseo de la Castellana, 127
Madrid
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PANAMA
Regular:

Ezequiel Rodriguez

Ministro de Desarrollo Agropecuario
Ministerio de Desarrollo Agropecuario
Panamé

Alternate:

Jorge Pacifico Adames
Embajador de Panam& en Espaifia
Embajada de Panami

José Ortega y Gasset, 29
Madrid

Carlos Ernesto Gonzdlez Ramirez

Embajador Alterno de Panamd ante
las Comunidades Europeas

Av. Henri Dietrich, No.1l

1200 Bruselas

Mario Rubén Elchelecu Palmieri

Asesor

Ministerio de Desarrollo Agropecuario
Panamd

PARAGUAY

Regular:

Cayo Franco

Subsecretario de Estado de Agricultura

Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Asuncién
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Alternates:

Ronaldo Dietze Junghanns

Director del Gabinete Técnico
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Asuncién

Rubén Adolfo Sapena

Embajador de Paraguay en Espafia
Embajada de Paraguay

Castelld, 30

Madrid

PERU
Regular:

Enrique Rossl Link
Ministro de Agricultura
Ministerio de Agricultura
Lima

Alternate:

Victor Kong Kong

Director

Grupo de Andlisis de Politica Agraria
Ministerio de Agricultura

Lima
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SAINT LUCIA
Regular:

Ferdinand Henry

Minister for Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries,
Forestry and Cooperatives

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries,
Forestry and Cooperatives

Manoel Street

Castries

Alternate:

Cosmos Richardson

Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries,
Forestry and Cooperatives

Manoel Street

Castries

K S NEV
Regular:

Keith Archibald
Director of Agriculture
Government Headquarters
Church Street
Basseterre
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NT VINCEN GREN S
Regular:

Allan Cruickshank

Minister of Agriculture, Industry and Labour
Ministry of Agriculture, Industry and Labour
Kingstown

Alternate:

Geoffrey Venner

Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Industry and Labour
Kingstown

RIN
Regular:

George Soerjoesing

Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry
and Fisheries

Cultuurtuinlaan

Paramaribo

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Regular:

Brinsley Samaroo, M.P.
Minister of Food Production

and Marine Exploitation
Ministry of Food Production and
Marine Exploitation
Port-of-Spain
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Alternate:

Ronald Barrow

Chief Technical Officer
Ministry of Food Production and
Marine Exploitation
Port-of-Spain

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Regular:

Ann M. Veneman

Deputy Secretary of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Washington, D.C. 20250

Alternates:

Joseph O‘Mara

Special Negotiator

Office of the Undersecretary for International
Affairs and Commodity Programs

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Washington, D.C. 20250

Owen B. Lee

Alternate Representative

Permanent Mission of the United States to the OAS
Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Richard McDonnell
Agricultural Counsellor
U.S. Embassy in Spain
Serrano, 75

Madrid
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James L. Walker
Coordinator for International Science
and Technology
Office of Assistant Secretary
for Science and Education
U.S. Department of Agriculture
washington, D.C. 20250 - 0100

Ronald Curtis

Regional Agricultural Officer

Regional Office for Central America
and Panama - ROCAP/AID

U.S. Embassy in Guatemala

Guatemala, Guatemala

Roger P. Lewis

International Relations Advisor
International Organizations Division

Office of International Cooperation and
Development (OICD)

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Washington, D.C. 20250

Advisors:

David Mergen
Agricultural Attaché
U.S. Embassy in Spain
Serrano, 75

Madrid

Duane Sams

First Secretary

U.S. Embassy in Spain
Serrano, 75

Madrid
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Kika de la Garza

Chairman

Committee on Agriculture

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Mike Espy

Majority Whip at Large
Committee on Agriculture

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Sid Morrison

Committee on Agriculture

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Laverne Hubert

Staff, Committee on Agriculture
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Marshall Livingston

Staff, Committee on Agriculture
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

UGU
Regular:

Alvaro Ramos Trigo

Ministro de Ganaderia, Agricultura
y Pesca

Ministerio de Ganaderia, Agricultura
y Pesca

Montevideo
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Alternates:

Jorge Fern&ndez Reyes

Director General

Ministerio de Ganaderia, Agricultura
y Pesca

Montevideo

Juan Carlos Jorge Hiriart
Coordinador de la Unidad de Proyectos
y Cooperacién Técnica

Oficina de Planificacién y Politica
Agropecuaria

Ministerio de Ganaderia, Agricultura
y Pesca

Montevideo

VENEZUELA
Regular:

Jonathan Coles Ward

Ministro de Agricultura y Cria
Ministerio de Agricultura y Cria
Caracas

Alternates:

Arturo Hern&ndez Grisanti
Embajador de Venezuela en Espaiia
Embajada de Venezuela

Capitdn Haya, 1

Madrid
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Aristides Moreno Méndez
Director General Sectorial

de Planificacién

Ministerio de Agricultura y Cria
Caracas

Mercedes Delgado Sifontes
Directora de Relaciones

Internacionales, Enc.
Ministerio de Agricultura y Cria
Caracas

J. Gerson Revanales

Consejero de Asuntos Econémicos
y Comerciales

Embajada de Venezuela en Espaia

Capitén Haya, 1

Madrid
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PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRIES

ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT

Mahmoud Amin Hassanein

Counsellor

Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt
in Spain

Vel&zquez, 69

Madrid

BELGIUM

Marcel Lafarge

Counsellor

Embassy of Belgium in Spain

Paseo de la Castellana 18, 60. Piso
28046 Madrid

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

Ignaz Kiechle

Federal Minister for Food, Agriculture
and Forests

Federal Ministry for Food, Agriculture
and Forests

Bonn

Guido Brunner

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of
Germany in Spain

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany
Fortuny, 8

28010 Madrid
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Peter Schmidt

Cabinet Chief for the Minister

Federal Ministry for Food, Agriculture
and Forests

Bonn

Hellmut Altpeter

Minister Counsellor

Federal Ministry for Food, Agriculture
and Forests

Bonn

Joachim Schaefer

Agricultural Counsellor

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany
Fortuny, 8

28010 Madrid

Elke Jahn

Interpreter

Federal Ministry for Food, Agriculture
and Forests

Bonn

FRANCE

Henri de Coignac

Ambassador of France in Spain
Embassy of France

Calle Olozag No. 9

28001 Madrid
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Claude Chereau

Director for Production
and Exchange

Ministry of Agriculture
78-80, Rue de Varenne
75007 Paris

Jean Frangois Collin

Technical Counsellor for the Cabinet of the
Minister of Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture

78-80, Rue de Varenne

75007 Paris

Jean-Marie Aurand
Agricultural Attaché
Embassy of France in Spain
Calle Olozag No.9

28001 Madrid

ITALY

Giovanni Goria
Minister of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture
Via XX Settembre

Roma

Antonio Ciarrapico
Ambassador of Italy in Spain
Embassy of Iltaly

Lagasca, 98

Madrid



161

Giandomenico Magliano
Diplomatic Advisor
Ministry of Agriculture
Via XX Settembre
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RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR
THE TENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF
MINISTERS OF AGRICULTURE

I. THE CONFERENCE AND ITS PURPOSES

Article 1. The purpose of the Tenth
Inter-American Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture ("Conference") is to treat at an
intergovernmental level the topic of "Latin
American and Caribbean Agriculture and the
International Context of the Nineties:
Strategies for the Close of the Century."

II. PARTICIPANTS

Article 2. The Member States of the
Organization of American States ("OAS") or of
the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture ("IICA") may participate in the
Conference through delegations appointed for
this purpose. Each delegation shall consist
of a chief of delegation who, whenever pos-
sible, is to be the minister or secretary of
agriculture, and of alternates, representa-
tives, experts, advisors and other members
each government may deem necessary. The order
of precedence of the delegations in the
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sessions of the Conference shall be determined
beginning with the name of the Member State
whose representative was elected as chair-
person of the Sixth Regular Meeting of the
Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA),
followed by the names of the other Member
States, in alphabetical order in Spanish.

Article 3. The Director General of IICA
("Director General") shall invite the Perma-
nent Observers accredited to the OAS or to
IICA to attend the Conference as observers.

Article 4. The Secretary General of the
OAS ("Secretary General") and the Director
General, or their representatives, may parti-
cipate in the deliberations, but may not vote.

Article 5. The Director General shall
send invitations to other organizations, in
conformity with Article 6 of these Rules of
Procedure.

Article 6. Observers from the following
may present credentials for participating in
the Conference:

a. Inter-American specialized or-
ganizations and intergovernmental
regional and subregional organiza-
tions of the Americas;

b. The United Nations and its special-
ized agencies;

c. Those international and national
organizations which maintain
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cooperative relations with the OAS
or IICA;

d. The governments of States which are
not members of the OAS or IICA, if
said governments have expressed
interest in participating in the
Conference;

e. After consultation with the Govern-
ment of Spain, those governmental
or non-governmental international
organizations which are recognized
internationally and have a special
interest in the matters to be ad-
dressed during the Conference; and

f. Upon approval of the Government of
Spain, Spanish organizations which
represent important sectors con-
nected with the topic of the Con-
ference.

Article 7. Observers may attend the
opening session, the plenary sessions, public
sessions of the committees, private sessions
when invited by the respective Chairs, and the
closing session. Subject to authorization
from the Chair, observers may address the
meeting during the plenary and committee ses-
sions. They shall not have the right to vote
at such meetings. The Secretariat of the
Conference shall provide the observers with
the minutes of the public sessions and other
official documents, with the exception of
those whose distribution it has been agreed
shall be restricted.
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Article 8. In accordance with Article 12
of the Standards for Inter-American Special-
ized Conferences, the Director General and the
Secretary General may invite special guests to
the Conference. These special guests may
attend the opening, closing, and public
plenary and committee sessions, and they may
attend private sessions subject to invitation
by the respective Chairs.

Article 9. Participants in the Confer-
ence shall be accredited by written communica-
tion to the Director General.

III. CONFERENCE OFFICERS

Article 10. The Conference shall have a
Chairperson, elected from among the chiefs of
delegations of the Member States of IICA, the
OAS and the Government of Spain. In the
absence or incapacitation of the Chairperson,
a member of his/her delegation shall serve as
Chairperson. A first vice-chairperson will
also be elected from among the Member States
of IICA or of the OAS, and who will be
entitled to speak on behalf of those States.
The chiefs of the remaining delegations shall
be ex-officio vice-chairpersons of the Confer-
ence according to the order of precedence.

Article 11. Costa Rica, which chaired
the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Inter-
American Board of Agriculture shall act as
provisional Chair of the Conference until a
chair has been elected.
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Article 12. The Chair has the following

duties:

a.

To convene the plenary sessions and
set the order of business;

To open, close, and otherwise con-
duct the plenary sessions of the
Conference and submit items for
consideration, in accordance with
the order of business;

To direct discussion, give the
floor to the delegates in the same
order in which it was requested,
submit to a vote matters under dis-
cussion, and announce the results
of same;

To decide points of order not
otherwise submitted to the Con-
ference for a decision at the
request of a delegation;

To establish committees;

To take all necessary steps to
facilitate the work of the Confer-
ence and ensure that the provi-
sions of these Rules of Procedure
are respected and enforced; and

Upon approval from the Conference,
place prudent 1limits on the time
allotted each speaker.
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IV. SECRETARIAT

Article 13. The General Directorate of
the Institute shall be responsible for the
Secretariat of the Conference and, in con-
junction with the Government of Spain, shall
provide the services of secretarial and
technical personnel.

Article 14. The Director General shall
appoint a staff member to act as General Co-
ordinator for the preparation of working docu-
ments and instruments for agreements of the
Conference, and another to act as Technical
Secretary of the Conference.

V. COMMITTEES

Article 15. The Credentials Committee
shall be composed of the Credentials Committee
for the Sixth Regular Meeting of the IABA plus
one member appointed by the Conference Chair-
person from among the OAS Member States which
are not members of IICA.

Article 16. The Style Committee shall be
composed of the Style Committee of the Sixth
Regular Meeting of the IABA plus one member
appointed by the Conference Chairperson from
among the OAS Member States which are not mem-
bers of IICA. The Style Committee shall be
responsible for confirming the authenticity of
the texts of the documents of the Conference
in the official languages, and to that end, it
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shall make such stylistic changes in them as
may be necessary.

Article 17. The Committee on the Decla-
ration and Recommendations shall be made up of
one member of each delegation that expresses
interest in taking part. This Committee shall
examine proposals for recommendations and for
the draft declaration, to be submitted to the
consideration of the plenary session. Other
working committees as established by the Chair
of the Conference shall be responsible for
studying the various matters that appear on
the agenda. Each delegation shall have the
right to be represented on each working com-
mittee. Each working committee shall elect a
chairperson, a vice-chairperson, and a rap-
porteur.

Article 18. Each committee may establish
such subcommittees or working groups as it
deems necessary for the study of the topics
assigned to it for consideration. Delegations
shall have the right to participate with voice
but without vote in a committee, subcommittee,
or working group of which they are not mem-
bers.

Article 19. The reports of the commit-
tees shall contain a summary of the back-
ground, a list of the documents considered,
the essential points of the discussions, the
results of any votes taken, and the complete
text of the conclusions and recommendations
adopted, as well as an explanation of how
these decisions were reached.
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Article 20. The provisions of these
Rules of Procedure regarding procedures, dis-
cussions, and voting shall also govern the
reports of the committees, subcommittees, and
working groups, insofar as they are appli-
cable.

VI. SESSIONS

Article 21. The Conference shall hold a
joint preparatory session, inaugural session
and closing session together with the Sixth
Regular Meeting of the IABA. All other
plenary sessions shall be held separately and
may be public or private. The committees may
hold public or private meetings.

Article 22. During the preparatory ses-
sion, the representatives shall reach agree-
ment as to:

a. the Rules of Procedure
b. the agenda

c. the working methods and membership
of other committees

d. the appointment of the Credentials
Committee, the Style Committee, the
Committee of the Declaration and
Recommendations, and other commit-
tees for the Conference



207

e. the deadline for the submission of
proposals

f. election of the Chairperson of the
Conference

g. other business

The agreements shall be formalized in the
first plenary session following the prepara-
tory session.

Article 23. The presence of a majority
of the delegations of OAS Member States and
IICA Member States that are not member of the
OAS, that is 18 members, shall constitute a
quorum in the plenary sessions of the Confer-
ence. The presence of a majority of the mem-
ber delegations of each committee shall con-
stitute a quorum of same.

Article 24. All decisions of the plenary
sessions shall require an affirmative vote of
the majority of delegations of the States par-
ticipating in the Conference. The decisions
of each committee shall require the affirma-
tive vote of a majority of the member delega-
tions of the committee present at the time of
the vote.

rticle . Each delegation is entitled
to one vote. All voting shall be done by show
of hands. However, any representative may re-
quest a roll-call vote, in which case the
order of precedence of the delegations shall
be followed.
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No representative may interrupt the
voting except to discuss a point of order
relating to the manner in which the voting is
being conducted. The voting shall be con-
sidered concluded when the Chair announces the
result.

Article 26. In both the plenary and com-
mittee sessions, all deliberations shall be
limited to matters related to the agenda
except as otherwise provided for in Article 30
herein.

Article 27. The sessions of the Confer-
ence shall be public. However, if the Chair
80 decides, a session shall be closed and
shall continue in that form unless the plenary
or pertinent committee decides otherwise.

Article 28. The following procedures
shall be observed in the discussions:

a. Proposals shall be presented in
writing to the Technical Secre-
tariat, which shall distribute
copies of them to all the delega-
tions before the session at which
they are to be discussed. However,
if the body concerned considers it
proper, it may authorize discussion
of and even voting on a proposal
that was not distributed before-
hand.

b. An amendment shall be submitted for
discussion and shall be put to a
vote before the article or proposal
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that it is intended to modify is
voted upon. When several amend-
ments to the same proposal are
presented, the one that departs
farthest from the original proposal
shall be voted upon first. The
same principle shall apply to the
voting on the other amendments, but
when the approval of one amendment
necessarily implies the exclusion
of another, the latter shall not be
put to a vote.

Proposals on the same topic shall
be put to a vote in the order in
which they were presented.

A proposal that would totally re-
place the original proposal or that
is not directly related to it shall
not be considered an amendment.

If one or more amendments are ap-
proved, the proposal so amended
shall be put to a vote in its
entirety.

Proposals and amendments shall be
voted on by parts when any repre-
sentative so requests, and voting
shall immediately follow on the
whole made up of the parts that
have been approved.

When a proposal or amendment has
been approved or rejected it may
not be the subject of further
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consideration unless the body con-
cerned so decides by a vote of two
thirds of the delegations that are
members of it.

VII. PROPOSALS AND WORKING DOCUMENTS

Article 29. Documents intended for the
Conference shall be: a) working documents on
topics of the agenda; b) proposals or papers
presented by the official delegations; and
c) reference documents.

Article 30. Proposals, studies, and
reports shall indicate the agenda topic to
which they relate and shall be referred to the
appropriate committee by the Secretariat.
When a proposal is submitted to the Conference
that, in the view of a delegation or the Se-
cretariat of the Conference, is not directly
related to a topic on the agenda, an immediate
decision as to whether discussion of it is in
order shall be taken by majority vote of the
delegations accredited to the Conference.

Article 31. Any proposal of an activity
that has financial implications for the OAS or
IICA shall be presented, together with an
estimate of its cost, for consideration of the
Conference. However, the implementation of
the approved activity shall be subject to
decision by the appropriate organ.
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Article 32. Reference documents shall be
available, in the original languages, for con-
sultation by delegates.

VIII. OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Article 33. The official languages of
the Conference are English, French, Portuguese
and Spanish.

IX. MINUTES, FINAL REPORT AND ARCHIVES
OF THE CONFERENCE

Article 34. Summary minutes shall be
kept of the plenary sessions and the working
committees; these minutes shall contain a sum-
mary of the discussions and the full text of
the decisions adopted.

Article 35. As soon as possible after
each plenary session, the Secretariat shall
distribute to the delegations the provisional
text of the minutes. Within 24 hours of the
distribution of the text, the delegations may
provide to the Secretariat any corrections
they deem necessary.

Article 36. A provisional report on the
Conference shall be prepared, containing the
minutes of each plenary session and the con-
clusions and agreements of the Conference, and
shall be submitted for consideration and sign-
ing during the closing session. Moreover, a
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final report, which shall include the sum-
marized minutes, the conclusions and agree-
ments, the background of the Conference or-
ganization, the list of participants, basic
information on the development of the Confer-
ence and the reports of the corresponding rap-
porteurs, shall be sent to all participants.

Article 37. 1IICA shall send copies of
the final report, in the four official lan-
guages, to the governments of the OAS and IICA
Member States, and to organizations partici-
pating in the Conference.

Article 38. The Director General shall
deliver to the Secretary General the original
of the final report and all documents and
files relevant to same, to be kept and stored
at the OAS General Secretariat, in accordance
with Article 128 of the Charter of the Organi-
zation.

X. AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

Article 39. These Rules of Procedure may
be amended with the affirmative vote of two
thirds of the delegations attending the Con-
ference, provided such amendments are consis-
tent with the Standards for Inter-American
Specialized Conferences set out in AG/Res.-
85(11-0/72).
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ADDRESS BY HIS MAJESTY, JUAN CARLOS I, KING OF SPAIN

Oon behalf of the Spanish people, it:is a great
pleasure for me to extend a very warm welcome to the
participants of this inter-American conference.

The fact that such an important meeting is being
held on Spanish soil is a great honour for us, since it
has been our vocation throughout history to serve as a
bridge between Europe and America.

In cooperation with the countries of the American
continent, Spain is promoting the celebration of the
Quincentennial of the Encounter of Two Worlds, which
will take place in 1992.

This Tenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers
of Agriculture, being held in Madrid, will provide a
forum for the ministers from the American continent to
meet the ministers of the European Economic Community.
It will be the prelude to the many contacts which will
take place over the course of the next year between
Spain and America.

I would like to stress the significance of this
Conference and of the meeting of the ministers of agri-
culture of both continents in light of the search world-
wide for a more equitable new international order.

The meetings about to take place promise to be of
great interest given that the subject you are addressing
-agriculture- is the keystone of the existence and de-
velopment of mankind.

With the passage of time, the two worlds now
celebrating the anniversary of their encounter are
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growing closer together; ever more dependent on recip-
rocal activities. There is an ever-increasing aware-
ness that the future of some is the future of all.

In this spirit of interdependence and integration,
the Tenth ICMA and the meeting of the ministers of agri-
culture from the American continent and the European
Economic Community will clearly bring us closer to
finding solutions which lead to a better world for all.

Considering the importance of its historic and
cultural ties with the Latin American and cCaribbean
countries, and aware of our common interests, Spain is
giving very special attention to cooperation. The Orga-
nizing Committee for the Commemoration of the Quincen-
tennial, which I presided over last year, approved the
Quincentennial Plan which attaches great importance to
cooperation as a means of engaging in joint efforts that
are both practical and visionary and of benefit to all.

As part of this Plan my country will be placing a
considerable amount of resources at the disposal of the
Latin American and Caribbean countries, to be channelled
into three main areas:

- support of the activities of the Ibero-American
Cooperation Institute

- friendship and cooperation treaties and multi-
year programs

- The Quincentennial Fund of the Inter-American
Development Bank

Spain‘s investment priorities will be the agri-
food and fisheries sectors, given the enormous
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importance their development represents for the economy
of this area.

During 1992, some very important international
events will be taking place in Spain.

I am referring to the World’'s Fair in Seville, the
Olympic Games in Barcelona, the nomination of Madrid as
the Cultural Capital of Europe, and the Second Summit
Meeting of Ibero-American countries. Direct 1links
established at the highest level between the different
countries of Ibero-America proved very positive at the
First Summit, held in Mexico, and I sincerely hope that
the next and subsequent summit meetings will further
relations between all the Ibero-American peoples and
with the rest of the world.

I wish you every success and trust that ybur meet-
ings will be most fruitful. I am certain that no effort
will be spared in achieving the desired results.

I would like to express my thanks to you and
reiterate my confidence in all of you and hereby
inaugurate the Tenth Inter-American Conference of
Ministers of Agriculture.
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ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES
AND FOOD OF SPAIN, MR. PEDRO SOLBES

In my capacity as Minister of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food of Spain, and as the Chairman of the
Tenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Agricul-
ture (ICMA), it is my pleasure to welcome you to this
important Conference. ’

Majesty, I wish to extend my deepest thanks to you
for your presence at this Inaugural Session, and to con-
vey the satisfaction of all those attending this Confer-
ence with the importance Your Majesty attaches to rela-
tions between Spain and the Americas and to a topic as
vital as agriculture.

We are also honored by the presence of the Secre-
tary General of the Organization of American States,
Ambassador Jodo Clemente Baena Soares.

I also want to welcome all the ministers and am-
bassadors of the member and observer countries of the
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
(IICA), its Director General, Dr. Martin E. Pifieiro, and
the directors of other international organizations in
attendance.

I thank all of you for being here, and hope that
your stay in my country will be a pleasant one.

Spain is honored that Madrid was selected to serve as
the site of this Inter-American Conference of Ministers
of Agriculture, the first ever held outside the
Americas.
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Spain will host many important international
events in 1992. This Tenth Inter-American Conference of
Ministers of Agriculture and the Second World Conference
of Ministers of Fisheries, held recently in Galicia, are
examples of what is to come.

Spain considers that such events provide excellent
opportunities for expanding and strengthening tradi-
tional ties between Europe and the Americas.

With regard to agricultural cooperation, my coun-
try has a long tradition of both multilateral and bila-
teral cooperation.

The solidary work and coordination provided by
IICA enables countries to play a much more positive role
in the area of cooperation.

Our relations with the Inter-American Institute
for Cooperation on Agriculture are long standing and
solid; we have been an observer country of the Institute
for many years.

We are proud to have the opportunity to promote
through this Conference greater understanding between
our peoples in a sector as important as agriculture,
which is the foundation for all development and the
source of the materials required to satisfy our basic
needs. Since Spain joined the European Economic Com-
munity, it has worked tirelessly to increase the level
of its cooperation with Latin America and the Caribbean.

I wish to emphasize that we will continue to work
in this direction, with more enthusiasm and dedication
than ever before.
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This Conference is taking place at an extremely
important juncture in history. I need not remind you of
the events that have taken place and are still unfolding
worldwide; they have moved us all at a very personal
level. The aim of the deliberations and discussions of
the ministers from the Americas over the next few days
is to establish the parameters for coordinated action in
the agro-food sector in the 1990s. This decade should
be one of prosperity, to compensate for the errors and
disequilibria of the 1980s.

The theme chosen for the Tenth ICMA, "Latin
American and Caribbean Agriculture and the International
Context of the Nineties: Strategies for the Close of
the Century," is very timely and exemplifies the ap-
proach that should be taken in addressing the complex
situation of today.

An exchange of ideas for the purpose of setting
objectives and seeking solutions, in order to learn more
about the agricultural sectors of Latin America and the
Caribbean, provides an appropriate and important frame-
work for the tasks that must be undertaken on the road
to economic development and democratic stability.

I assure you that Spain will be providing support
and cooperation in this mission.

I would also like to call your attention to the
meeting involving the ministers represented in the Tenth
ICMA, the ministers of agriculture of the EEC countries
and senior officials of the Commission of the European
Communities.

They will discuss the following topics: "The
Future of Agro-food Trade" and "Cooperation between the
EEC and Latin America and the Caribbean."”
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The importance of these topics is even greater in
light of the current international situation. This
joint effort to analyze objectives and seek solutions,
from a common perspective and with a constructive ap-
proach, is of great importance and should have favorable
repercussions for all.

Integration and a communion of interests have been
fundamental to the development of Western Europe in
recent years. In Spain, and in the rest of Europe, we
are pleased to see the progress that has been made
toward integration in the Americas, and we are certain
that as the process continues, both the Americas and
international relations will benefit.

As Chairman of the Tenth ICMA, I hope and trust
that our work during this meeting will provide us with
clear ideas and a joint course of action that will
accelerate the development of all the countries, based
on a stronger and better organized agro-food sector.

I assure you that Spain‘’s cooperation in agricul-
ture will remain as high as possible. At this time, I
want to offer Spain‘’s participation in a cooperation
agreement to conserve natural species in Latin America
and the Caribbean. Such an agreement would ultimately
benefit all of humanity by preventing the loss of the
vast and extremely important genetic potential of the
Americas. It must be conserved and used in breeding
programs for crops and livestock, and will serve to
speed the development and improve the quality of life of
our rural populations.

I thank all of you for attending this Tenth Inter-
American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture. I have
no doubt that you will make every effort to ensure the
success of the meeting, inasmuch as all of you are aware
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of the importance of the Conference itself, and of the
events that will take place in connection with it, for
promoting development in and greater understanding among
the participating countries.
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ADDRESS BY MR. JUAN RAFAEL LIZANO, MINISTER OF
AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK OF COSTA RICA

In my capacity as Chairman of the Fifth Regular
Meeting of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture, I
would like to express my pleasure at participating in
this meeting, as I am fully convinced that the future of
our hemisphere is closely linked to the performance of
the agricultural sector.

This event will offer us an opportunity to provide
continuity to the many efforts to coordinate and inte-
grate the efforts we have been proposing and promoting
for several years; but, most importantly, to determine
whether we should follow the path already begun, adjust
it somewhat, or completely change the course of our
action. )

We must take full advantage of the opportunity
afforded to us by this forum to compare our experiences
in connection with the principal restrictions on agri-
cultural development, which will require a management
strategy that has been analyzed and agreed upon by all
countries concerned, so as to avoid a worsening of
existing imbalances.

There is no doubt that the international crisis
has affected our economies, accentuating the injustices
in trade, accelerating inflation, and bringing about a
sharp contraction in total and per capita incomes.

In response to this situation, the governments
have sought appropriate solutions, but quickly realized
that the nature and scope of many of the existing prob-
lems demand a comprehensive solution and that isolated
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efforts lead only to an unproductive expenditure of
resources and to general discouragement.

For this reason we believe it is of vital impor-
tance to carefully evaluate the present situation.

In many cases, problems of production can be
solved at the country level, but this requires the col-
laboration of countries which have already overcome such
problems.

It is not sufficient, however, to address problems
from a strictly technical or productive point of view,
as most involve economic factors, such as markets and
prices.

The output of our agricultural sectors places us
in an outstanding position at the world level. However,
market limitations, mainly in the form of non-tariff
barriers, constitute serious obstacles which create
distortions that favor neither those who produce effi-
ciently nor those who protect inefficient production;
rather, they are detrimental to both.

For these reasons we concede the utmost importance
to international trade negotiations aimed at bringing
about fairer and more balanced treatment for all coun-
tries, and firmly support the efforts of the weakest
economies to participate more fully in the market.

It is clear to us that the Latin American econ-
omies should participate in the market subject to the
same rules as the more developed economies. This,
rather than concerning us, should be seen as a challenge
we can meet, but the conditions must be fair.
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Progress in the GATT negotiations; effective
regional integration in Central America, the Andean
area, the Southern Cone and CARICOM; policy harmoniza-
tion, and similar processes, constitute some of the high
priority topics on the agendas of many of our countries.

I believe we should continue in this direction.
It is not an easy path to follow, but external circum-
stances make it necessary. It is the path we must fol-
low if we do not want our economies to lag behind, at
this would exact heavy social costs from those who
should be the focus of our concern: the rural people of
the Americas.

Countries severely affected by the production of
illegal crops require support to replace this activity
with profitable crops. If this responsibility is taken
on jointly, not only will the region be spared the
deadly consequences of this problem, but there will also
be economic and social repercussions throughout the
world. The narcotics problem is and should be seen as
a serious problem affecting us all. 1In this field, the
countries and cooperating agencies have much room for
action.

The presence of the principal international co-
operation agencies at this meeting offers me the op-
portunity to call on them and enlist their support and
understanding in connection with our countries’ urgent
need for more, and effectively coordinated international
cooperation, to equip us to respond to the demands
created by economic change. It is also important to
point out the need for international organizations to
bring about real modernization of their own.

Keeping the preceding in mind, which to a great
degree refers to the path we are following, I urge the
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delegations to take a positive attitude towards this
Sixth Meeting of the IABA. I am sure if will be a
success both because of the calibre of the participants,
whom I am honored to welcome, and because of the topics
on the agenda.

Before I conclude, I would like to respectfully
welcome and express our most sincere gratitude to Your
Majesty, King Juan Carlos I, and to the Spanish govern-
ment, with whom we share a common bond, and whose sup-
port has been invaluable.
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ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE, LANDS,
FISHERIES, FORESTRY AND COOPERATIVES OF SAINT LUCIA,
MR. FERDINAND HENRY

It is indeed a pleasure and an honour for me to
address this distinguished assembly today and I wish to
thank the organizers of this joint initiative -the Sixth
Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Board of Agricul-
ture and the Tenth Inter-American Conference of Minis-
ters of Agriculture- for affording me the opportunity to
do so.

Majesties, it is my understanding that in the
almost fifty years of existence of the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture, this is the
first time that these meetings are being held outside
our hemisphere, and I think it most fitting that we are
meeting here in Spain -a country which, over the years,
has had a very profound influence on most of the coun-
tries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

Oon behalf of the delegates of IICA‘’s 32 Member
countries, I wish to express our sincere appreciation
and thanks to the Government of Spain for hosting this
meeting. Many of us, and I can say this with certainty
for those of us from the English-speaking Caribbean, are
visiting your delightful country for the first time and
I can assure you that we have been highly impressed by
the warmth and hospitality of the Spanish people. This
has contributed, in no small measure, to making our stay
most enjoyable and provided an environment which cer-
tainly is conducive to productive deliberations.

Majesties, we meet at a time when profound changes
are taking place in the world, many of which undoubtedly
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will have far-reaching effects on the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean.

One such change is the proposed establishment of
the single European market, and I am pleased to note
that this meeting will afford us the opportunity to meet
with the ministers of agriculture of the European Com-
munity to share our concerns in regard to the agricul-
tural sector. I am sure that I express the sentiments
of all our ministers when I say that we are all looking
forward to the deliberations of the Round Table.

Clearly there are many issues involved, most of
which, if not all, have been identified in the Working
Documents that were so ably prepared by IICA in con-
sultation with the Member States. Some of these issues
may be easily resolved whereas others may be somewhat
more difficult. However, with a spirit of goodwill ade-
quate solutions will be found to even the most difficult
problems and I am confident, that such a spirit will
prevail in future deliberations on these issues.

Majesties, it is our hope that this meeting will
signal the further strengthening of relations between
Spain and those countries of the hemisphere with which
it has traditionally had strong ties, and perhaps the
beginning of closer relations with those countries with
which, so far, it has not. Here I refer specifically to
the English-speaking Caribbean countries, with which
such ties I'm sure would be mutually beneficial.

Finally, I cannot close without recognizing the
tremendous efforts by the Government of Spain and IICA
to make this meeting a reality and on behalf of the
delegates of the Member States, I wish to thank them
most sincerely, and assure them of our full appreciation
of their efforts.
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ADDRESS BY MURRAY CARDIFF
PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO THE HONOURABLE BILL MCKNIGHT
CANADIAN MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE

It is an honour to be here today to bring you
greetings on behalf of Canada‘’s Agriculture Minister,
the Honourable Bill Mcknight. He regrets that he was
not able to attend the conference, but at the last
minute he was required to deal with pressing constitu-
tional issues at home.

It is my great pleasure today, as head of the
Canadian delegation, to provide the bridge between
today’'s events and those of four years ago in Ottawa,
and to hand over to the Spanish Minister of Agriculture,
His Excellency Pedro Solbes, and to the Government of
Spain, the responsibility that they have so graciously
and generously accepted, that of being host to the Tenth
Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture.

Four years ago, Canada was the proud host of the
Ninth Conference, and our former Agriculture Minister,
the Honourable John Wise, was the Chairman.

The Ottawa Conference provided an excellent oppor-
tunity to discuss key issues and to find allies for our
efforts.

It was a challenge we met -an opportunity we
seized- to take major steps towards the creation of more
modern, competitive agriculture and food industries
throughout the hemisphere and a better future for all of
our citizens.
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The Ottawa Declaration recognized not only the
great challenges we face but also served as an important
rallying point in charting solutions.

Once again, this forum offers us the opportunity
to work together in adjusting to global changes. As
Mexico’s President Salinas noted at the Guadalajara
Summit, "association, not isolation, is the key to
growth in these times of change."

Since our last meeting, the challenges to progres-
sive change in the agri-food sectors have become in-
creasingly complex, and the obstructions to success more
significant.

Yet, we have made progress. PLANLAC, to give just
one example, is progressing well and has received sup-
port from national governments and international finan-
cial institutions.

PLANLAC was created in response to the severity of
the economic crisis existing in Latin America and the
Caribbean, and contains a broad vision of development in
the agricultural and food sector.

The strategic guidelines used in the development
of PLANLAC -productivity and institutional moderniza-
tion, equity and sustainability- are still just as valid
during this period of ongoing structural change.

Dr. Martin Pifieiro is to be congratulated for his
professional leadership and the IICA staff for their
commitment in demonstrating the interactive potential
of PLANLAC.

PLANLAC'’s success will rest on continued support
from member nations, international and trade
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developments and financial investments. Our meetings
this week will, I hope, lead to similar shared ventures
founded on common goals.

We have seen many changes in the world since 1987.
Since our last meeting, there has been an increase in
agricultural trade within our hemisphere.

Trade -of products, information, technology and
expertise- is the most important doorway to success in
an ever more competitive world. Our discussions this
week will lead us towards shared economic growth, shared
Principles on environmentally sustainable agriculture
and, ultimately, towards providing all our citizens with
opportunities for better lives.

Oon another positive note, during these four years
many countries have embraced democracy. The Soviet
Union is the throes of profound change; Eastern Europe
is undergoing a complete transition. Throughout Latin
America, democracy has become the norm. This political
evolution will undoubtedly assist in modernization of
agriculture.

We know that our agri-food sectors face major
challenges. We need to do more to help farmers and
others in the sector catch up to world events and devel-
opments. This is a challenge we all face, despite many
different social and economic conditions.

The question of rural development and poverty, for
example, is one we must continue to grapple with. We
must also be committed to the development of environ-
mentally sound practices to increase transfer of tech-
nology and to help our agri-food sectors become more
innovative and efficient.
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Membership in IICA has given Canada invaluable
experience with the inter-American system. Building on
this experience and recognizing the importance of the
Americas, Canada in 1990, decided to join the oldest
regional organization in the world - the OAS. Our mem-
bership is a strong symbol of our lasting commitment to
our partners in the Caribbean and Latin America and a
recognition that the western hemisphere is our home.
Yet, by holding this meeting in Spain, we also recognize
that the links of the western hemisphere move east and
west as well as north and south, and we will be building
on all these linkages through cooperation with those who
want to make the hemisphere a better place.

I take pleasure in forging the link between the
Ottawa Conference and this conference by passing on the
chairmanship of the conference and wishing every success
to our friend and host, His Excellency Pedro Solbes, the
Spanish Minister of Agriculture.

A concluding note: only by sharing our experience
and working together through the OAS and IICA can we
ensure that all citizens enjoy equal access to the
social and economic benefits of a competitive agri-food
sector.
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ADDRESS BY AMBASSADOR JOAO CLEMENTE BAENA SOARES,
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

Majesties,

You do us a great honor by presiding over this
meeting, thus bestowing a singular distinction on our
conference. Your participation is a renewed indication
of the special and well-proved attention you give to
matters pertaining to the destiny of the American
nations, which in turn admire and respect you.

Distinguished Ministers and Heads of Delegations,

It is with deep interest and satisfaction that I
participate in this high level forum of agricultural
policy leaders of the American countries.

I wish to express my heartfelt appreciation to the
Government of Spain for generously hosting the Tenth
Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture
and the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American
Board of Agriculture, which we are opening today. The
warm welcome Madrid has extended us reflects the ties
between our America and Spain, which have been newly
strengthened and broaden by the first Ibero-American
summit meeting, held a few months ago in Guadalajara,
Mexico.

Let me convey to the ministers of agriculture of
the Americas fervent wishes for the success of their
deliberations. I also wish to acknowledge the enthu-
siastic, competent, and efficient work of my colleague
and friend Dr. Martin Pifieiro, Director General of the
Institute, and of his staff, in promoting the
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agricultural sector in our nations, as well as in
preparing for this important event.

We are participants in an extraordinary moment in
history. In the four years since the Ninth Inter-
American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture, the
world and the hemisphere have undergone a rapid and
sweeping transformation.

While the easing of east-west tensions has changed
the profile of international relations, and as the
nations of Central and Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union move towards more flexible structures amid dynamic
transformation, a less publicized but equally momentous
democratic transmutation has taken place in Latin
America and the Caribbean.

As confrontation between the great powers dimin-
ishes, the more fundamental realities of life in our
countries starkly emerge. Over the encouraging actual-
ity of a democratic and free hemisphere, the spectre of
poverty looms. More than one hundred eighty million
people in Latin America and the Caribbean, two out of
every five inhabitants of the region, do not have suf-
ficient income to meet their basic needs.

Democratic governments face the immediate, compel-
ling need to reactivate their economies and to resume
the process of integral development. Solving the
serious economic problems and meeting social needs in
the developing countries of the hemisphere will be es-
sential components of a foundation on which democracy
can be strengthened and advanced.

Latin America and Caribbean nations have under-
taken structural adjustment programs, often enduring
costly consequences. Changes already made or under way
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in the economic order are just as meaningful as is the
rise of democracy in the political area.

The adjustments needed, however, are not limited
to the interaction of global economic variables; to the
management of fiscal, exchange, trade and monetary poli-
cies; to a revision of the roles played by government,
business, and labor. The obstacles that must be over-
come affect every sector, and all of them have to be
addressed if they are to be surmounted.

Profound imbalances that hinder progress and the
strengthening of democracy in Latin America and the
Caribbean are evidenced, for example, by the fact that
food production has increased less than the number of
poor. The effective practice of social justice is the
most urgently needed adjustment.

Agricultural policy in the closing years of the
twentieth century, a matter to which this conference
should make substantial contributions, will be an es-
sential component of the Latin American and Caribbean
development model, as well as an important element in
the effort to consolidate democracy in the region.

The agricultural sector has significant bearing on
Latin American development. The broad and diverse range
of Latin American and Caribbean natural resources af-
fords our countries an extraordinary potential for pro-
duction. Agriculture contributes one third of our ex-
ports. It is the prime source of employment for rural
people, who still make up 30 per cent of total popula-
tion. Even during the recent years of crisis agricul-
ture’s aggregate value maintained a rate of growth that,
although slightly lower than the rate of population in-
crease, far surpassed the growth rate of global output.
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We are all aware, however, that the traditional
development model has not favored agricultural activ-
ities. Concentration of land ownership, transfer of
income from agriculture to other sectors of the economy,
some degree of delay in the incorporation of technology,
weak linkages between agriculture and industry have
hampered modernization and negatively affected agricul-
tural efficiency.

That biased development style has contributed to
maintaining and accentuating differences in income and
welfare between urban and rural populations. Latin
American and Caribbean peasants are second-class
citizens compared to their compatriots in the city.
They have less opportunity for education, for health,
and for participation, and they suffer more intensely
the scourges of poverty and underemployment.

The ownership of land is usually concentrated to
an excessive degree. It seems essential to undertake
ambitious redistribution campaigns through agrarian
reform programs that will preserve the sector’s output,
while affording the peasants access to land ownership
and supporting them in their efforts to cultivate it.

External conditions have not stimulated agricul-
tural development either. Latin America and the
Caribbean, whose agricultural exports amount to 16 per
cent of world trade in such products, have been faced on
that front, as on others, with the protectionism of
industrialized countries. The position taken by some
developed nations with respect to trade in farm products
has been one of the main stumbling blocks in the Uruguay
Round of the GATT, which is of such special interest to
the nations of the Americas.
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I have attempted to highlight in broad terms cer-
tain aspects of the hemisphere’s recent evolution, as
well as some characteristics of agricultural develop-
ment, because they comprise a special set of circum-
stances that lend particular meaning and a sense of
urgency to this meeting.

Agricultural modernization, promotion of agro-
industry, the appropriate use of natural resources, are
all elements that should be incorporated into our
nation’s integral development policies. An adequate
response to the new international economic structure by
Latin America and the Caribbean in terms of their trade
in food and other agricultural products will be es-
sential to the liberalization process upon which the
region has embarked. International technical coopera-
tion in support of national initiatives and capabilities
should help to advance the development we desire.
Greater balance between the rural and urban sectors in
a framework of progress and equity will serve to
strengthen democracy.

Herein lies my confidence in this specialized con-
ference, an organ of the O.A.S.: let our deliberations
yield a bountiful harvest of initiatives and decisions
that will guide the Americas towards a future of greater
abundance and of equity.
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ADDRESS BY MR. MARTIN E. PINEIRO, DIRECTOR GENERAL
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR COOPERATION ON
AGRICULTURE

As Director General of the Inter-American Insti-
tute for Cooperation on Agriculture, it is an honor to
welcome you to the Tenth Inter-American Conference of
Ministers of Agriculture and the Sixth Regular Meeting
of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture which will
take place over the next seven days. Personally and on
behalf of the Institute, I would like to thank the
Spanish Government and its Minister of Agriculture,
Pedro Solbes, for making this meeting possible and for
the warm welcome we have received. I also wish to thank
Your Majesties for honoring us with your presence here
today.

I would like to extend a special welcome to the
delegation of St. Kitts and Nevis, which ratified the
IICA Convention in 1990, thereby becoming a full-fledged
member of the Institute. I also want to announce the
recent incorporation of Romania and the European Econ-
omic Community as Observer Countries of the Institute.
Welcome to IICA.

This meeting, convened jointly with the Secretar-
iat of the OAS and with the personal support of Ambas-
sador Baena Soares, is specially significant within the
context of the profound changes taking place interna-
tionally and in our region. This is the first time that
the meetings of the ICMA and the IABA are being held
outside the Americas and it is not by coincidence that
we are meeting in Spain. In accepting the generous
invitation of the Spanish Government, the countries of
our region have wished to establish ties with the 0ld
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World, based on their own cultural tradition and
identity.

This ICMA is being held at a crucial time in his-
tory. The parameters of a world we had become familiar
with since the end of World-War II are quickly disap-
pearing. We are beginning to see another world, how-
ever, where the values of freedom and democracy are
taking on a special significance. Within a context of
close interdependence among nations, supranational econ-
omic and political spheres of influence are playing a
growing role and trade is becoming the focus of rela-
tions between countries.

As for our region, as we enter the twenty-first
century, Latin America and the Caribbean are at an
historical crossroad, the result of a decade character-
ized by delays, but also by profound transformations
which have laid the groundwork for an economic and
political resurgence.

In a world which is changing almost daily, the
countries of the Americas have re-affirmed their deci-
sion not to be left behind by history, and have under-
taken to make the changes necessary to adapt to new
international conditions. The extraordinary efforts
being made to achieve subregional integration in Latin
America and the Caribbean aim to expand economic spheres
of action and international trade. The Enterprise for
the Americas Initiative recalls common origins and aims
to strengthen economic and trade relations between all
the countries of the hemisphere, thereby generating new
possibilities for development.

Within this new context, the ideas introduced
during the Ninth ICMA in Ottawa in 1987, and the com-
mitments assumed to promote the modernization of
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agriculture, are gaining renewed importance as the
central element of a new strategy for economic develop-
ment.

For all of us involved with and committed to the
rural sector, the main challenge is to contribute to
bringing about a judicious and sustainable use of our
natural resources, enhance the natural comparative ad-
vantages of the agri-food sector, develop better living
conditions in the rural sector, halt migration to the
large cities by creating real centers of agroindustrial
development, and generate surpluses as a result of ag-
gressive and intelligent policies in international
trade.

The willingness of the Latin America and the
Caribbean countries to make the changes that will enable
them to play a more active role in today’s world must be
complemented with firm support from the international
community. This should be achieved through open dia-
logue that encourages collaboration within a framework
of shared responsibilities. In this sense, the commit-
ments assumed in Santiago, during the twenty-first Gen-
eral Assembly of the Organization of American States,
and the recent Ibero-American summit meeting in
Guadalajara, shows us the path to be followed.

For Latin America and the Caribbean to assume this
active role, each challenge must be tackled as a new
opportunity. In this spirit, we hope that this ICMA in
Madrid will be remembered as the event during which we
reaffirmed our conviction concerning the importance of
agriculture in the context of a region and world in
change, and identify the key items for the common agri-
cultural agenda for this decade.



241

Lastly, on behalf of IICA, I would like to thank
all of you for attending these meetings and to urge you
to engage in a frank and constructive discussion of
ideas to accelerate the search for viable and lasting
solutions. I reiterate my special gratitude to the
Government of Spain for its generosity in hosting these
meetings, which, I am sure, will serve to strengthen the
ties between our hemisphere, Spain and the rest of
Europe, and thereby help forge a common path to the
future.
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ADDRESS BY MR. MARTIN E. PINEIRO, DIRECTOR GENERAL
OF IICA

After five days of intense work, mixed with indi-
vidual and group meetings, informal working sessions and
pleasant social gatherings and outings, the latter made
possible through the efforts of our gracious hosts, Min-
ister Solbes and his staff, we have come to the conclu-
sion of the Tenth ICMA and the Sixth IABA.

Even though it is difficult, and perhaps danger-
ougs, to try to sum up the results of our meetings, I
think I am correct in asserting that these meetings
constitute a milestone in the history of IICA.

Not only have we done something new, meeting for
the first time outside the Americas, where we have had
a unique opportunity to exchange views with the minis-
ters of Europe. Also, in the Declaration of Madrid and
the recommendations and resolution approved, you have
defined a new comprehensive view of agriculture, and
have given IICA a new and expanded mandate which will
enable the Institute to play a useful role in modern-
izing the agricultural sector and increasing its role in
the international economy.

Mr. Chairman, I will try to be as brief as pos-
sible, but I feel that the importance of the proposals
put forth and the agreements reached is such that I want
to comment on each of the events.

The Tenth ICMA has reaffirmed the conviction that
every effort should be made to make agriculture modern
and competitive, thus contributing to overall develop-
ment. This makes the ideas and commitments of Ottawa
more timely, realistic and widely accepted than before
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and will guide the Institute’s work over the next
decade.

We have analyzed the current state of the interna-
tional economy. We have identified and characterized
opportunities and challenges for the agricultural sec-
tors of Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as the
special problems faced by countries with relatively
smaller economies.

In light of this and in the context of the changes
taking place worldwide, it is clear that the outcome of
the Uruguay Round of the GATT is extremely important for
all of our countries, be they exporters and importers.
This reaffirms the crucial importance of continuing with
the dialogue and negotiation among countries and of
establishing common positions for the region.

During the deliberations, there was also consensus
in the sense that the process of dismantling protec-
tionist policies that distort world agricultural trade
should begin in the industrialized countries and should
take into consideration the special circumstances of
countries such as those in the Caribbean, whose markets
are relatively small and whose economies are still
highly dependent on a limited number of agricultural
commodities.

The strong political support given to the subre-
gional and regional integration processes, as well as
the comments concerning the "Enterprise for the Americas
Initiative," are the basis for several recommendations
in which financial and technical cooperation agencies
have been asked to continue their support of the subre-
gional fora, with a view to strengthening institutional
structures and the policy harmonization and integration
projects currently under way.
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Regarding the new view of agriculture, there was
consensus that the development of the agri-food sector
should have three dimensions: a dimension of expansion,
which strengthens intersectoral relations, promoting a
greater role for sector in the economy as a whole; a
social dimension, emphasizing the need to incorporate
small farmers into the production process; and an inter-
temporal dimension, concerning the conservation of
natural resources to meet the needs of future genera-
tions. I believe I speak for all in saying that these
ideas, expressed in general terms in the Declaration of
Madrid and in more specific terms in the recommenda-
tions, send a message to funding agencies regarding the
content and objectives of the adjustment and stabiliza-
tion programs being applied in many of our countries.

Concern over the impact of trade liberalization
and agricultural modernization on living conditions in
rural areas and the well-being of small farmers was
expressed in many of the addresses delivered by the
ministers and formalized in two recommendations. One of
them is related to the need to find ways to work more
closely with private sector organizations working in the
field.

The other is linked to the creation of subregional
cooperation networks, with a view to exchanging experi-
ences among rural development institutions. In both
cases, it is now our difficult responsibility to formu-
late proposals for implementing these recommendations.

Perhaps, but not surprisingly, the topic which at-
tracted the most attention was the link between agricul-
ture, natural resources conservation and environmental
protection, as expressed in four recommendations:
PROCITROPICOS, Fragile Highland Ecosystems, Debt Swaps
for Natural Resource Conservation and Sustainable
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Agricultural Development and on the United Nations Con-
ference on Environment and Development (ECO 92) in Rio
de Janeiro.

Another idea to come out of this Conference is the
need for the countries of the hemisphere to develop a
common agenda for international cooperation and which,
in a spirit of shared responsibilities and mutual col-
laboration, will serve as a framework for dialogue and
action.

During the round table Wednesday afternoon on
trade and cooperation, organized by Minister Solbes, it
became clear that our region is mature enough and ready
to enter into far-reaching discussions on both topics,
which are vital to the future of Latin America and the
Caribbean.

I have the feeling that gradually, and perhaps as
the result of dialogue and negotiation, Europe is begin-
ning to understand and prepare itself politically to
make structural changes in the Common Agricultural Poli-
cy (PAC), which could translate into significant bene-
fits for our countries. I think we should reflect on
Minister Solbes’ suggestion that we study the possibil-
ity of repeating this experience in the future.

I do not want to conclude without thanking all of
you for approving the 1992-1993 Program Budget, which is
a clear expression of support for the Institute and its
work. In response, I can assure that we will continue
to use the resources prudently and efficiently in con-
tributing to the development of our member countries, in
compliance with the strategic guidelines issued during
this meeting.
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IICA’s institutional mandate, that is, what you as
a group of countries want, is clear and straightforward
as expressed in the resolutions approved yesterday. Now
it is our responsibility to make every effort to put
them into operation.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I want to say that
this Tenth ICMA will be remembered for two things.
First, it will be remembered as a Conference of con-
structive dialogue, innovation and the consolidation of
our view of the future of agriculture. Above all, it
will be remembered because of the warmth and hospitality
of the government and people of Spain, whom you so
honorable represent.

A meeting of this nature requires the cooperation
and dedication of many people. Even though I cannot
name them all, I must mention a few, beginning with you,
Mr. Minister, and your staff: Julio Blanco, Jesis
Miranda, Ana Hernandez, Deputy Secretary Juan Antonio
Blanco, and many others. I would also like to express
my appreciation to the Chairman of the IABA, Minister
Ferdinand Henry, for the outstanding manner in which he
conducted the sessions of the Board; the Rapporteur,
Evangelina Beltran, the Chairman of the Committee for
Drafting of the Declaration and Recommendations, John
McGowan, and the Vice Chair of the Conference and
Spokesperson for the countries of the Hemisphere, Min-
ister Alvaro Ramos. I also wish to congratulate the
Technical Secretary, Andre Ouellette, and his staff, the
Technical Coordinator of the ICMA, Manuel Otero and his
staff, and all the IICA staff who have provided support
to this meeting. To them and all the officials from
Spain and IICA who contributed to the organization of
the meetings I say, thank you.
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ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE, LANDS,
FISHERIES, FORESTRY AND COOPERATIVES OF SAINT LUCIA,
MR. FERDINAND HENRY, DURING THE CLOSING SESSION

It is a singular honor for me to deliver some
remarks at the closing ceremony of the Tenth Inter-
American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture and the
Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Board of
Agriculture.

In so doing, I would like to reflect on the events
of the past week, to compare the outcomes with the aims
and aspirations of my fellow delegates when we arrived
here, and to make some brief remarks about our hosts.

I think I can safely say that I speak for all
delegations present in the sense that we have had a most
memorable week here in Madrid. The discussions have
been frank and open, and this has no doubt made our
deliberations fruitful and rewarding. In this atmo-
sphere of openness and determination to arrive at solu-
tions to our common problems, there has been remarkable
consensus on all the issues before us.

The Declaration of Madrid, which is an accurate
summary of our discussions, can indeed serve as a blue-
print to guide us as we approach the end of the twenty-
first century. It also commits us to taking certain
actions jointly with IICA. It is my hope that when the
ministers of agriculture of the hemisphere meet again
four years from now and review the extent to which we
have progressed, we will all come to the conclusion that
we have made real progress.

Particularly rewarding was the round table which
we had with the ministers of the European Community.
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Special tribute is due to Minister Solbes for arranging
this event, at the end of which the two sides certainly
had a better appreciation of each other’s position.

The meeting of the Inter-American Board of Agri-
culture was also an outstanding success. The expedi-
tious manner in which we were able to dispatch our busi-
ness is due in no small measure to the high level of
performance of the Institute over the past two years.
It is also reflective of the professional manner in
which the background papers were prepared. This made
our work much easier.

For this, I would like to thank and to congratu-
late our distinguished Director General and his staff
for a job well done. IICA has certainly made remarkable
progress under Dr. Pifieiro’s outstanding leadership, and
I would like to make a special plea to members of the
organization to continue giving it the kind of support
it requires to provide the services that we require of
it.

While the Institute has attained a high level of
professionalism, we should continue to work to ensure
that this is maintained.

I could not end without paying special tribute to
our hosts, the government and people of Spain. The
warmth and hospitality which we have experienced over
the past few days have been truly remarkable. We were
particularly grateful for the presence of their Majes-
ties, the King and Queen, at our opening ceremony. I
would like Honorable Minister Solbes to convey our ap-
preciation to the Spanish government and its people.
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Lastly, I would like to thank the support staff
for their patience and the efficient manner in which
they carried out their work.

As we leave for our individual countries, let us
leave with the resolve to work together in a united
effort to improve the lot of the rural population of our
respective countries.
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ADDRESS BY MR. PEDRO SOLBES, MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE,
FISHERIES AND FOOD OF SPAIN

In bringing this Closing Session to an end, I
first want to state that it is truly an honor that the
Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture
selected Madrid, and Spain, as the site of its first
meeting outside the Americas.

Oon a personal level, I want to thank you for the
trust you have placed in me, allowing me to serve for a
few days as Chairman of this body, which is truly repre-
sentative of the problems faced by agriculture in the
Americas. I want to congratulate all of you for the
work you have done and must admit that my chairmanship
has not been difficult. If it has been successful, it
is because of the valuable contributions of each of the
delegations. The accuracy, clarity and goals of the
different proposals put forth have allowed us to reach
what I consider are excellent conclusions.

I believe the Declaration of Madrid is more that
just one result of the meeting; it is an accurate sum-
mary of the problems agriculture will face in coming
years not only in the Americas, but also in the rest of
the world.

I also feel that the opportunity for you to meet
with the ministers of the European Economic Community
proved very useful. Perhaps, we now better understand
that while there are differences between us, we also
have much in common. Our similar cultural roots reap-
pear, and I think that concepts such as greater freedom
of trade, regional cooperation and integration are
shared by all, as are other new issues such as the rela-
tionship between agriculture and the environment, which
Mr. Pifieiro so accurately described.
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By hosting this meeting, Spain was able to do
something it has wanted to do since we joined the
European Economic Community: to show that even though we
are a European country and a member country of the Com-
munity, we have not forgotten our history, out past and
our special relationship with the Americas. We feel
that double role we have played historically, and con-
tinue to play, can be very useful to all of us present.

In conclusion, I want to thank the entire IICA
staff, under the leadership of Dr. Pifieiro, for a job
well done. Without their efforts, the excellent results
of this Conference, both material and substantive, could
not have been achieved. 1I also want to thank you for
the beautiful gift, a statue of a Latin American campe-
sino. I will keep it next to me to remind me that the
problems of agriculture and the problems of the rural
population are not limited to the ones we face in Spain
every day; they are not limited to the problems of rural
population groups that are not especially well treated
in the developed countries but which, as someone said
quite correctly during the audience with President
Gonzalez, are miles apart from the problems many of you
struggle with in your countries.

With these final thoughts, I thank all of you for
attending this Closing Session.
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