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Consolidation of an agribusiness sector in step with the new regulations governing world trade, the staggering
breakthroughs in telecommunications, megatrends, and concerted action by the private and public sectors: these are the
major challenges facing most countries in the hemisphere as the century draws to a close In order to.mee_! them, the
agribusiness executives and public sector representatives who attended the First Conference on Agr:bus:ne;s in the
Americas held in Miami last December laid the groundwork for an Inter-American Network of Agribusiness Associations.
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American system. It was founded
by the governments of the hemi-
sphere in 1942 to encourage, pro-
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AMERICAS BRINGS TOGETHER BUSINESS
AND PUBLIC SECTOR LEADERS

For lICA, the agribusiness meeting formed part of its efforts to develop closer ties with the agricultural private sector. Pictured at the Inaugural Session
are - from left to right - Jeffrey Gargiulo, Director of C/LAA; Carlos E. Aquino, Director General of IICA; Cheddi Jagan, President of Guyana; Yesu
Persaud, of C/LAA; and Gonzalo Cibils, the then Minister of Agriculture of Uruguay.

i he Conference on Agribusiness
in the Americas, co-sponsored
by IICA and AgAmericas - the
 agribusiness branch of Caribbean
Latin American Action C/LAA) - held
December 12-14 in Miami was the
first hemispheric meeting of public
and private sector leaders from the
vast agribusiness field.

The Conference followed the Summit
of the Americas convened by US
President Bill Clinton, so the agri-
business meeting was permeated by
the spirit of the Summit and the goals

set by the hemisphere’s political
leaders.

One of most important results of the
Conference was that representatives of
the hemisphere's private and public
agri-food sectors |aid the foundations
forcreating a hemispheric agribusi-
ness network, motivated by the winds
of trade integration and economic
globalization sweeping the world as the

dawn ofthe 21% century approaches.

In'order to build this new trade bridge,

the heads of IICA and C/LAA signed a

Declaration of Principles with the then
US Secretary of Agriculture.

The meeting brought together 289
participants - most of whom were
agribusiness executives - from 30
countries. The guests of honor in-
cluded the President of Guyana,
Cheddi Jagan. The public sector of a
number of countries was represented
atthe highest level: by the Ministers
or Secretaries of Agriculture of the
Central American nations, the United
States, Haiti, Paraguay, the Domini-
can Republic and Uruguay. The IICA

Photos Miami/Mishelle Mitchell, IICA and Michael Malone
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team was headed by Director Gen-
eral Carlos E. Aquino. C/LAA was
represented by the organization's
President, J. Paul Sticht, and Director
Jeffrey Gargiulo, and AgAmericas by
acting Director Robert Sattler.

Organized underthe aegis of the 18th
Annual Conference on Investment,
Trade and Development, an event tra-
ditionally held in Miami, the hemi-
spheric agribusiness meeting ce-
mented the strategic alliance formed

between IICA and C/LAA several
months earlier.

| For the Institute, the agribusiness
conference formed part of its efforts
to develop closer ties with the private
sector in line with the recommenda-
tion made by the Institute’s governing
body, the Inter-American Board of
| Agriculture (IABA), made up of the
Ministers of Agriculture of the 33
. member countries, at its last regular
| meeting held in Mexico in September
1993.

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION AND
ACTION

] Set against the current backdrop of
economic globalization and trade lib-
eralization, the Conference provided
an opportunity to discuss issues of
concern to both agribusiness leaders
and government officials: the dia-
logue between the public and private
sectors and new intersectoral coop-
eration relationships; agribusiness
megatrends; the new regulatory
framework governing world trade;
and the strategic importance to inter-
national trade of breakthroughs in the
field of communications.

At the same time, the Ministers of Ag-
riculture of the Central American
countries took advantage of the occa-
sion to hold a meeting of the Regional
Council for Agricultural Cooperation,
in the course of which they adopted
the «Proposal for Regional Techno-
logical Integration.»

AGAMERICAS

Mindful of the fact that the Summit of
the Americas had set the goal of creat-
ing a hemisphere-wide free trade area
by the year 2005, the participants en-
dorsed the setting up of a hemispheric
agribusiness network to strengthen re-
gional agricultural trade, which in 1893
topped US$ 25 billion.

Membership in the network will be
open to countries from both North and
South America, to government entities
as well as private enterprises. It aims to
attract business associations, universi-
ties and individuals keen to increase
their competitiveness.

The founding members who signed the
network’s charter were US Secretary
of Agriculture Mike Espy, IICA Director
General Carlos E. Aquino, and C/LAA
President Paul Sticht.

Espy stated that his country’s direct in-
volvement in creating this mechanism re-
affirmed the Clinton Administration’s com-
mitment to strengthening trade relations
with Latin America and the Caribbean in
line with the Plan of Action adopted atthe
Miami Hemispheric Summit.

The Director General of [ICA pointed
out that the spirit of the Network was
consistent with the principles of de-
regulation and the dismantling of trade
barriers called for under the Uruguay
Round of the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT).

«The private sector needs mecha-
nisms that enable it to maintain a dia-
logue and reach agreement on con-
certed action with the public sector at
the national, subregional and hemi-
spheric levels, Hence the idea and pur-
pose of the Network. »

IICA - he added - was in a position to
make a major contribution to these ef-
forts and was in the process of chang-
ing and adapting its modus operandi,
As the specialized organization of the
inter-American system for agriculture

and development, the Institute wag
the «appropriate forum» for reaching
agreement on concerted action by
governments and civil society organ-
izations,» he observed.

Aquino called upon the leaders of g
hemispheric organizations and insti-
tutions to support creation of the net-
work. He also announced that the In-
stitute had undertaken actions ang
engaged in talks and consultations
with governments with a view to tak-
ing advantage of future meetings of
the Inter-American Conference of
Ministers of Agriculture to hold meet-
ings with private sector organizations
of many kinds.

The network will include actors from
the entire agri-food production chain
(producers of inputs and capital
goods, primary producers, agroin-
dustries, suppliers of services and
marketing firms) in accordance with
the broader approach to agriculture.

Intended to serve as a kind of «trade
highway,» the AgAmericas Trade
and Investment Group (as the net-
work is to be known) will facilitate this
hemispheric, multisectoral dialogue
through telecommunications links. It
will also propel the inter-American
market, composed of 740 million
consumers.

This ambitious mechanism will take
into account aspects such as lan-
guage, cultural differences and varia-
tions in financial operations between
countries. The benefits it is expected
to generate for agri-food trade are:
the establishment of strategic com-
panies, broad access to business
opportunities, lower production costs
and higher productivity.

The AgAmericas Group aims to be-
come the biggest single source of
agribusiness information in the
Hemisphere. Members will be able to
access electronic mail services,
news on trade and investment, data

bases and newsletters. sl B
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THE DELEGATES SPEAK

Guyana:
More Investment in the Agricultural Sector

In his address to the Conference on Agribusiness in the Americas, the
President of Guyana, Cheddi Jagan, encouraged participants to invest in Latin
America and the Caribbean’s «vigorous agricultural sector.» He also
underlined the need to recognize the agricultural sector’s contribution to the
creation of wealth.

Chairing the inaugural session, which was also attended by Jeffrey Gargiulo,
Director of AgAmericas, and the Director General of IICA, Carlos E. Aquino,
President Jagan pointed out that agriculture offered a means of attaining so-
cial well-being and economic growth in the hemisphere within a framework of
equity and sustainability.

He added that the population explosion around the world and the high
incidence of poverty require a steady rise in food production. He went on to
stress the importance of developing technologies that would raise productivity ,
. and the return on crops through the combined efforts of the public sector and Cheddi Jagan
entrepreneurs.

In some subregions, such as the Caribbean, higher production should be accompanied by efforts such as diversification.
«This is a challenge that cannot be ignored given the trend toward free trade and economic globalization,» he said.

Convinced that «the private sector is the engine of growth,» Jagan pointed to the abundant resources of Latin American
and Caribbean countries as their trump card for attracting foreign investment to agricultural production.

He described the inflow of capital as a means of achieving social stability, through the creation of employment and the
. resultant improvement in living standards in the region.

|
| The United States:
| Support for the Hemispheric Network

| Mike Espy, the then US Secretary of Agriculture, stated that President Bill
| Clinton endorses the work that will be done by the agribusiness network.

«| have the honor of echoing President Clinton’s support for the network, »
' commented Espy as he signed on behalf of the United States as a founding

member of the network. The network and the Conference, he added, were a

powerful endorsement of the key role played by agriculture in the hemisphere
' and around the world as the twenty-first century draws near.

Clinton’s call for the establishment of a Free Trade Area in the Americas, and
the invitation extended by the US, Canada and Mexico to Chile to jointhe Free |
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), with the prospect of further countries being |
incorporated, were described by Espy as a «strong and clear» signal that the .
US government takes its relations with the rest of the hemisphere seriously.

Mike Espy

The US wants to see global competition and economic growth, and does so «in the firm conviction that our prosperity is
directly linked to the prosperity of our trading partners,» he said.

In acknowledging the efforts of countries in the region to deregulate trade and open up their domestic markets, he noted
that the ratification of GATT by the US Congress had demonstrated to the rest of the world that US agriculture is ready to
compete in a world market that is more open than ever before.
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AgAmericas:

. Roger S. Sattler, President of AgAmericas, urged that effective solutions for
- economic transformation be formulated and implemented.

- Sattler called for «aggressive and responsible action» fromthe private sector
| to encourage investments at a time when the public sector can make a limited
" contribution.

IICA:
Goals of the Summit of the Americas involve Agriculture

Achieving the goals of the Summit of the Americas necessarily involves
agriculture, understood in the broadest sense as agri-food chains or
complexes, observed IICA Director General Carlos E. Aquino in his address to
the Conference.

Therefore, he said, we must reevaluate and rescale the role of agriculture and
its links with related sectors, such as industry, transportation, the banking
system, commercial services and communications.

IICA’'s mandate, explained Aquino, «empowers us to play a full role in the
agreements adopted at the Summit of the Americas and help ensure that the
important role of agriculture and the forestry sector is taken into account in the
plan of action of the recent Summit of Heads of State.» Carlos E. Aquino

Aquino recalled that only a few hours earlier, the hemisphere's political leaders, also mgeting in‘Miami, had established
as priority common goals the fostering of free trade and hemispheric integration, alopg with sustainable dgvg!opment, the
eradication of poverty and the effective incorporation of women and young people into development activities.

They had also reiterated the need for the private sector to play an active, dynamic role in attaining these ggal§ and urged
international and regional organizations - especially those belonging to the inter-American system - to assist in executing
the Plan of Action for Development.

The Director General highlighted the similarities between the direction that IICA was taking and the agreements adopted
atthe Summit of the Americas:

* tobe atthe service of the countries and caterto their needs;

to be flexible, effective, timely and in step with the new hemispheric and international conditions;

to be open to the governments and to civil society organizations;

to act as a facilitator and linchpin for collaboration between the hemisphere'’s public and private sectors.

.

-

-

Effective solutions urgently needed for economic transformation

Convinced that telecommunications and informatics will accelerate
agribusiness activities and investment in Latin America and the Caribbean,

During his address, entitled «Agribusiness on the Information Highway, »

He pointed fo the relationship forged between IICA - a bridge between
government agriculiural institutions in the region - and AgAmericas, which has
strong links with the private sector.

Roger S. Sattler

Informatics and telecommunications are becoming increasingly accessible as tools for conducting business, Sattler said.
«This means that through the use of these tools even the smallest enterprises can gain access to new technologies and
reach new markets and the agricultural community,» he added.

He predicted that the combined use of these too}s wou!d drive the most powerful économic development the world has
ever seen, adding that the creation of the Hemispheric Agribusiness Network was the best way to capitalize on the
opportunities offered by the new conditions.
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agriculture and agribus|ness, both of which are of critical importance.

DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES |

IICA and Caribbean/Latin American Action hereby agree on the following joint |

| programs and objectives: ‘

To work together to strengthen alliances between the public and private sectors. |

|

To stress the importance of small and medium-scale production units in agricultural |
development. |

To work together to strengthen relations between the public and private sectors, at
the national and regional levels.

To work together with the partners of AgAmericas to achieve a deeper and broader ‘
impact for agriculture and agribusiness.

In hemispheric fora, to work on the hemisphere’s behalf to attain the goals clearly set
out by the Summit of the Americas and in its Plan of Action.

Together we pledge Qurselves to advance the principles of the Summit as pertains to

A

N e
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3

[ICA C/LAA
Carlos E. Aquino Paul Sticht
Director General Chairman

December 14, 1994 WV i’ =)
Miami, Florida Mike‘fw
United States Secretary

of Agriculture
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SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS REAFFIRMS
IMPORTANCE OF AGRICULTURE

gricultural policy-makers who attended the historic

meeting of the Heads of State and Government of 34
Western Hemisphere nations held in Miami last December
came away from the conference convinced of the need for
agriculture to play a leading role in sustainable develop-
ment, the eradication of poverty and trade deregulation.

This was the consensus of the Ministers of Agriculture from
Central America,
Haiti, Paraguay, the
Dominican Republic
| and Uruguay who
| took part in the Con-

ference on Agribusi-
| ness inthe Americas.

At the Presidential
Summit held Decem-
; ber 9-11 and con-
' vened by US Presi-
| dent Bill Clinton, the
participants dis-
cussed key issues
such as the opening
up of markets, eco-
nomic integration
and the democratiza-
tion of countries in
the hemisphere.

The concerns ex-

pressed and the ac-

tions proposed by the leaders present were outlined in a
Declaration of Principles entitled «Covenant for the Devel-
opment and Prosperity of the Americas, » the core ele-
ments of which are: 1) the preservation and strengthening
of the community of democracies in the Americas; 2) the
promotion of prosperity through economic integration and
free trade; 3) the eradication of poverty and discrimination
in the Hemisphere; and 4) the pursuit of sustainable devel-
opment and the conservation of the environment for future
generations.

The document contains a series of broad commitments
that affect individuals, the private sector, governments,

Ministers of Agriculture and senior officials from international cooperation agencies and
organizations stressed the similarities between the principles of the Declaration of the
Americas adopted by the hemisphere’s Heads of State and Government during their
meeting in Miamilast December, and the challenges facing the region's agricultural sector.

political parties, academic institutions, cooperation agen.
cies and non-governmental organizations.

The main points of the Declaration, issued on the dawn of 3
new millennium, proclaim the principles of equity,
sustainability and the competitiveness to which the
Hemisphere's agricultural sector aspires, generating as it
does 30% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of Latin
American and Carib-
bean nations and
providing employ-
ment for at least 20%
of the hemisphere'’s
labor force, accord-
ing to figures pub-
lished by the US De-
partment of Agricul-
ture (USDA).

TOWARDS AN
AGRICULTURAL
STRATEGY

The Conference on
Agribusiness in the
Americas, held
shortly after the Sum-
mit, provided the per-
fect opportunity for the
Ministers of Agricul-
ture attending the
agribusiness meeting
to discuss the need to design an agricultural strategy in order
toattain the goals outlinedin the Presidential Declaration.

Mindful of the importance of agriculture as an activity that
contributes to the well-being of all peoples, IICA Director
General Carlos E. Aquino pointed to the contribution that
the agricultural sector had made to strengthening democ-
racy inthe Hemisphere by contributing to rural develop-
ment, the creation of employment, higher productivity and
the promotion of sustainable development.

«We must become involved» in the process of integration
and globalization that the Presidents advocate, bearing In
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mind that «the driving force for development lies in effec-
tively articulating the public and private sectors,» noted Mr.
Aquino.

He agreed with the then US Secretary of Agriculture Mike
Espy who had remarked that the Americas are «linked by
the interdependence of their agricultural sectors and by
their acknowledgement of the fact that trade and coopera-
tion are the keys to economic growth.»

The Paraguayan Minister and President of CONASUR,
Arsenio Vasconsellos, called for the creation of stronger
linkages between the public and private sectors in order to
create mechanisms that «promote investment flows into
production in the region» and gradually integrate the capi-
tal markets called for under the Presidents’ proposal.

His Uruguayan counterpart, Gonzalo Cibils, reiterated how
important it was for the private sector to be aware of its in-
creasingly key role in development through coordinated
participation with the public sector.

On the same point, the Minister from Honduras, Ramén
Villeda, said that the importance of the agricultural sector is
reflected in its share in the overall economy: some 93% of
the population of Latin America and the Caribbean are di-
rectly or indirectly involved in agricultural activities and
«two thirds of all agricultural production is exported.»

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACTION

The partici-
pants in the
conference on
agribusiness
agreedthatthe
creation of the
American Free
Trade Area by
the year 2005,
one of the most
important deci-
sions taken by
the Heads of
State and Gov-
ernment, was
anareainwhich
agriculture
should play a
leading role.

Ramén Villeda

Indeed, «the task of administering economic integration
treaties will largely be left to the agricultural sector due to
the social and political costs involved,» said the Minister of
Agriculture of Costa Rica, Mario Carvajal.

The eradication
of poverty and
discrimination
in the hemi-
sphere were
other fields in
which agricul-
ture could make
a contribution,
conference par-
ticipants noted.

The Minister of
Agriculture of
Honduras point-
ed out that while
70% of the he-
misphere’s poor
live in rural ar-
eas, they are

responsible for

producing 95%

of the foodstuffs consumed in our countries.

Therefore, «poverty will not be eradicated unless special
emphasis is placed on the agricultural sector. There can be
no democracy, trade or social justice without agriculture, »
Villeda observed.

Frangois Severin

Haiti was a case in point, said the Minister of Agriculture of
that nation, Francois Severin, noting that migration from
rural areas in his country underscored the need to improve
the quality of life of the rural population.
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AGRIBUSINESSES LOOK TO
THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

he Conference on Agribusiness
inthe Americas brought to-
gether agribusiness leaders
and public sector representatives for
the first time to discuss current condi-
tions in this strategic economic area
and the conditions necessary for it to

successfully meet the challenges of
the next century.

Meeting participants included 289
representatives from 28 western
hemisphere countries, plus Belgium
and Taiwan. Some 57% of the del-
€gates were from the private sector
and 43% from the public sector. Most
of the participants from the agribu-
siness sector belonged to businesses
or associations of producers -export-
‘ ers, and companies providing ser-
| vices to agriculture.

i IICA’s strategic alliance with the
' C/LAA is in line with the principal
' goals of its 1994-1998 Medium Term
Plan, one of which is to promote con-
certed action by the public and private
sectors to facilitate changes in pro-

duction, trade and institutions.

The topics discussed during the con-
ference were:what the public and pri-
vate sectors can do together to foster
agribusiness; the megatrends that
impact the role of agribusiness; the
new regulatory framework governing
international trade; and how telecom-
munications can foster and facilitate
business activities.

PUBLIC-PRIVATE DIALOGUETO
STIMULATE AGRIBUSINESS

During the discussion on dialogue be-
tween the public and private sectors,
panel members suggested different
ways in which government officials
and private sector representatives
could collaborate to capitalize on the
potential for growth offered by trade
opening and regional integration.

The speakers were William Maloney
of Tropicana Holding Co.; Douglas

Phota/Julie Anne Coimbra, Brasil
T

During the panel discussion on establishing closer ties between the privg!e.and public sectors,
participants emphasized the need to join forces to improve the quality of life in rural areas.

Murphy of American Rice Inc.; Carlos
Gustavo Cano of Corporacién Colom-
bia Internacional; C. William Ross of
International Market Bureau; Neftali
Soto Santiago of Puerto Rico’s Depart-
ment of Agriculture; Po Chung,
Taiwan'’s Superintendent of Agricul-
ture; Mario Carvajal, the Minister of
Agriculture of Costa Rica; and Arsenio
Vasconsellos, Paraguay’s Minister of
Agriculture and President of
CONASUR.

The following were some of the main
points addressed:

*

The need for greater dialogue be-
tween the sectors on common
problems,

The role and responsibility of the
private sector in production, agro-
industrialization and the trade in
agricultural commodities,

The need for the private sector to
create new institutions to fi| the
gaps left by the state as t scales
back its involvement in market op-
erations.
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Through their respective institu-
tions, businessmen should fulfill
public duties, especially in terms
of identifying and promoting new
business opportunities created by
structural adjustment and the inte-
gration of the hemisphere’s
economies, the transfer of new
technologies, and the mobilization
of external resources to boost
growth and reduce poverty.

The state’s role should be to sup-
port these efforts, correcting mar-
ket flows (e.g., controlling mo-
nopolies) and focusing on provid-
ing so-called basic services (edu-
cation, health, basic infrastruc-
ture, justice and security).

Long-term agricultural develop-
ment should reflect the framework
of economic liberalization and
globalization. In terms of the pro-
duction structure, the goal shoulfi
be to improve quality, lower subs'-
dies, develop priority industries,
plan land use and increase the
size of farms, all with a view to In-
creasing competitiveness.




With regard to life in rural areas,
every effort should be made to
preserve the positive aspects of
traditional culture and improve the
quality of life.

* Asfarasthe ecology of rural ar-
eas is concerned, the goal should
be to improve environmental pro-
tection and thus prevent the de-
struction of resources, strengthen
water and soil conservation in

Biotechnological research and development have an impact on agribusiness.

mountainous areas, and encour-
age reforestation.

MAJOR AGRIBUSINESS TRENDS

The major trends that impact agri-
business throughout the hemisphere
were the key issues addressed by
another of the panel discussions in
Miami.

New technologies, creative funding
mechanisms and sustainability were
some of the topics discussed by Eric
Thor of Arizona State University; O.
A.Ken Boyea of the East Caribbean
Group of Companies; Anthony Wylie
of the Fundacién Chile; Paul Trapido
of the Inter-American Development
Bank; and Basilio Liacuris of
FoodPack of the Americas.

The participants also discussed
changes in demand and consumer
preferences for foodstuffs and agricul-
tural commodities; patterns of private
investment in the trade in agricultural
goods and services; the emergence of
new technological paradigms; the new
focuses of biotechnological research
and development, and the challenges
presented by technology transfer.

The creation of a new climate for in-
vestment, the improvement of trade

Photo/Roclo Escobar
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and appropriate economic conditions
are all challenges that must be met in
the move towards a worldwide
agribusiness system.

The following megatrends currently
impact national agricultural systems in
our hemisphere:

* Broadly speaking, the economic cli-
mate is improving. Economists cal-
culate that national income in the
Americas will rise by around 3.4%
in 1994, and over 3% in 1995. Pro-
jections for the next century sug-
gest that the region’s economy and
agribusiness will continue to grow in
response to demographic growth
and the demand for employment.

* Income and trade in the Americas
are growing thanks to the Free

Trade Agreement between the
U.S., Mexico and Canada
(NAFTA) and the results of the
Uruguay Round of GATT. It is esti-
mated that full implementation of
these agreements could generate
imports of over US$170 billion and
exports of US$130 billion for Latin
America. These agreements will
also bring about changes in the
relationships between consum-
ers, bankers and producers, and
with world markets.

* By the year 2000, 65% of the
hemisphere’s population will live
in the south. The population will be
843 million and represent one of
the world’s largest markets.

In line with the megatrends already
noted, there will be changes in the
way in which agribusiness is con-
ducted due to:the introduction of new
technologies and the use of modern
telecommunication systems; re-
newed concern for the issue of pov-
erty; changes in the legal structures
governing trade, income and credit;
the strengthening of trade and finan-
cial integration; and the development
of new kinds of relationships between
governments, cooperatives and pri-
vate enterprises.

This situation raises questions which,
in the opinion of the participants, call
for solutions that should be formu-
lated through a dialogue among
government officials, financial institu-
tions and politicians.

- What aspects of trade, the bank-
ing system and multilateral agree-
ments in the Americas could en-
hance the competitiveness of
agribusinesses and stimulate ex-
change and investment with their
partners?

- Do technology and the credit sys-
tem facilitate integration and a
positive financial environment for
agribusinesses and infrastructure
development in all the countries of
the hemisphere?

- Which institutions, commercial
banks or credit cooperatives could

ICA NEWS-JANUARY/MARCH 1995
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contribute to the development of
stronger financial links between
agriculture and agribusinesses?

- Which policy changes, including
those related to training and tech-
nical assistance, are having the
greatest impact on the funding of
agribusinesses?

- What impact will sustainable de-
velopment have on agribusi-
nesses?

- What impact will greater regula-
tion and monitoring of agribusi-
nesses have on trade and banking
activities?

FREETRADE AND NEW
REGULATORY SYSTEMS

Another of the panel discussions at | «
the Conference focused on the new
regulations governing agricultural
trade and mechanisms to facilitate
better understanding by the people
responsible for implementing them.

The participants noted that trade lib- | *
eralization in the hemisphere, re-
gional integration and the GATT ac-
cords have intensified efforts to cre-
ate a harmonized regulatory frame-
work.
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Chaired by IICA International Trade
specialist Rodolfo Quirds, the other
participants in the panel were: the
USDA's Joseph W. Glauber; Adam
Trujillo of Phoenix Regulatory Associ-
ates; Andrés Rosensweig, one of
Mexico's negotiators in the Uruguay
Round and NAFTA:; Donald L. Fisher of
Deloitte & Touche; Carlos Pomareda,
an agribusiness consultant with
FEDEPRICAP; and Herbert McLane
of the Canadian Beef Breeds Council.

The discussion also focused on the
new rules for protecting foreign invest-
ment and copyright; animal and plant
health standards;technical and safety
standards; unfair trading practices and
new environmental specifications.

Some of the main points raised during
the discussion were:

Trade liberalization creates major
changes in national policy agen-
das. Inthe case of agriculture, there
will be growing pressure to imple-
ment policies that contribute to
transforming production.

Trade liberalization introduces the
element of rationality into domestic
economies by requiring better
resource allocation. Liberalization
must be a reciprocal process,
however.

New trade regulations oblige companies to introduce more complex production processes.

*

For centuries trade has operated
without a general agreement,
though countries have always rec-
ognized the need for rules to pre-
vent unfair trading practices. The
1994 GATT accords are espe-
cially important for agriculture as
they call for a progressive elimina-
tion of the distortion creating
mechanisms used by developed
countries.

The creation of the World Trade
Organization will serve to adminis-
ter organized trade, monitor the
system and impose sanctions
against any countries that break
the rules.

In all trade agreements, including
GATT, agriculture is always
treated as a «special case.» Time-
tables for dismantling barriers are
agreed upon and certain com-
modities are excluded. In all coun-
tries there are those who feel that
there are still many distortions and
too many reasons for treating agri-
cultural commodities «differently.»

Some public entities, private orga-
nizations and companies are fa-
miliar with and understand the
agreements signed by their re-
spective governments. But if trade
is to offer opportunities for every-
one, this knowledge must be so-
cialized.

Existing subregional integration
agreements (the application and
complexity of which vary) need to
be reexamined in light of the com-
mitments assumed by the coun-
tries under the GATT accords, as
the regulatory systems must be
consistent.

The harmonization process could
begin with the identification of spe-
cific categories (chapters) of the
rules contained in the agreement
(e.g., regulations governing the
origin of goods, techniques, etc.),
and the creation of computerized
systems for reviewing each spe-
cificone.
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Now regulations require compa

nles (o Instituto more complox pro

cossos, Insomo casos allthat s
noeded is for statf to be trained,
but in most Instancos tho pui

chase of new technology and In

vestment willbe necessary,

+ These challenges atfect govorn-
ments as well as private entor-
prises. The options open to com-
panies often dopend on tho
course of action their government
adopts. Governments, therefore,
should concern themselves with
four types of action: efforts to en-
sure macroeconomic stability;
strategic investments to improve
their country's competitiveness;
quickening the pace of institutional
and legal reforms to make public
services more efficient; and re-
forming the financial system to
ensure access of small busi-
nesses to resources and services.

THE INFORMATION HIGHWAY

Government and private sector ex-
perts held a special meeting during
the Conference to discuss informa-
tion and telecommunications ser-
vices already on the market which
could stimulate agribusiness in the
hemisphere, and the direction future
endeavors in this field should take.

Speakers included representatives of
firms that supply telecommunications
services and experts specializing in
modern communications systems for
agribusinesses. Some were John
Lamb of Market and Technology Part-
ners Inc.; John Greene of the Agricul-
tural & Chemicals Division of EDS;
Rohan Campion of Novell; Piedad
Montafio of the Inter-American Asso-
ciation of Librarians; Jim Horsfeld of
the USDA’s Economic Research Ser-
vice; and José Lepervanche of Inno-
vative Telematics Inc.

Insufficient access to market informa-
tion, especially for small and medium-
scale enterprises, was identified as
an obstacle that will have to be over-
come to boost agricultural trade.

Important bonofits are to
bo galnod from making
Information gonarally
available for the dovelop
mant ot agribusinoss no
tivitios, trado and Invost
mont. Tolocommunlon
tons and Information
tochnologlos - sovoral
spoakors arguod - aro o
powartul rosourco that
canbo used to Improvo
tho efficloncy of agri-
business onterprisos; for
oxamplo, thoy can faclli-
tate accoss to low-cost
information on distant
markets.

There Is an Important
worldwide infrastructure
in place today that con-
nects users by electronlc
means, through the use
of copper cable, fiber op-
tics, modems and satel-
lites. The 30 milllon users
of Internet - a network of
networks - include gov-
ernments, universities, private compa-
nies and individuals engaged In re-
search, education and business activi-
ties, There is also a wide range of sup-
pliers of public and private services in
the hemisphere offering different terms
and prices,

The speakers stated that we are mov-
ing into the age of information net-
works in which isolated computers will
have only limited use, the price of
equipment will fall and new programs
will be developed o reduce the cost of
interconnection.

Conference participants were able to
observe and discuss a variety of pos-
sible applications of moderntechnolo-
gles to agribusinesses: administrative
systems applied to harvests and live-
stock operations; information systems
on government regulations; news of
opportunities for agricultural employ-
ment; and interactive climatological
maps.

Some of the main conclusions reached
at the meeting were as follows:

A domonatration of agribusinoss applications of telacommu-
nicatlons formod part of Conforonce activitios,

The cost of equipment and infor-
mation services has fallen dra-
matically in recent years and dis-
tance is no longer a problem.
However, there is no point invest-
ing intechnology unless sufficient
resources and time are allocated
to training users in order to ensure
the appropriate selection, inter-
pretation and use of the informa-
tion.

Agribusiness operations are only
beginning to use Internet. Needs
and options must be properly as-
sessed, training provided and pro-
grams designed to facilitate
agribusiness activities through the
use of modern telecommunica-
tions.

Intoday's information age, the dis-
parities within and between coun-
tries are Increasingly defined in
terms of thelr Information re-
sources, Better access to and use
of information gives countries a
competitive edge.
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THE BACKDROP

4 ainecc in the Hemisphere
Facts and Figures on Agribusiness 11 the Hemisp

1 i i ribbean countri
| * Agriculture is of particular importance to the economies of most Latin Amenc:tf:i s::;scsvff 30% O?Gr:;eSSSI;AC) U
some cases agriculture accounts for up to 50% of the land currently in use, €0 Mestic

; i ional trade.
Product (GDP), and generates up to 75% of foreign exchange through internationa

Agriculture provides work for at least 20% of the economically aCti\{e population %E?;P)ft:rsg ZOUtOLra%n\gh?n direct
and indirect employment are taken into account, agriculture contributes nearly half of all | PP S IN some

countries, even in relatively developed ones.

*  Agribusiness enterprises generate well-paid jobs. The daily wage in export fruit and vegetable packing and processing
plants is always higher than the minimum rural wage.

|~ Export-oriented agribusinesses tend to generate more jobs for women than men. ﬁ

| © The agribusiness subsector is agriculture's most important, often accounting for three quarters or more of total sectora|
output and virtually all agricultural trade.

* Agribusiness includes all economic activity connected with the production, management, processing, transportation,
distribution, sale and consumption of foodstuffs, animal concentrates, forage and agricultural raw materials.

* It also encompasses activities related to the inputs or services that contribute indirectly to the system of goods that
links the farm to the factory or the consumer’s table.

° The vast gamut of agribusinesses includes stock raising, crops, silviculture and, in some cases, fisheries. Others
involve agricultural inputs, machinery, equipment and related services - financing, packing, assembly, storage,
refrigeration, handling, processing, transportation and distribution.

° According to the US Department of Agriculture (USDA), total US agricultural trade with the rest of the western
hemisphere topped US$25 billion in 1993, accounting for nearly 37% of US agricultural trade worldwide.

*  Thetotal value of US agricultural exports to the rest of the hemisphere came to around US$12 billion in 1993 (roughly .)
29% of all its agricultural exports). Over half went to LAC.

* LAC is the second largest market for US agricultural commodities, and exports to the region have risen steadily for the
past five years, increasing by around 3% per year between fiscal years 1993 and 1994,

*  US imports of LAC agricultura{ commodities have also risen, As a result, the US has had an agridultural trade deficit
with Latin America and the panbbean in each of the last ten years, This situation contrasts sharply with the agricultural
trading surplus that the United States has enjoyed with the rest of the world for decades.

* The make up of US agricultural trade with the western hemisphere in general and LAC in particular is gradually
changing. While grains top the list of exports to LAC in terms of volume and cash value exports of animal products
have grown the fastest in recent years, accounting for 23% of the totalin 1993. At 17% e'dible oil seeds were the third
biggest item that year. Fruit products accounted for another 11% of the total. The rem'alnder was made up mainly of
sugar, nuts, seeds, and vegetables. Processed foods included tomato paste, fruit juices and beer.

Taken from «Agribusiness InThe Americas: A Working Document on Tr: red
ade, | h’ repa
by John E. Lamb at the request of C/LAA and IICA. dpKesimont and oWl Pl
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NEW HEMISPHERIC STRATEGY TO BE DRAWN UP
FOR WORK WITH RURAL YOUTH

s nad M s g e S L Sl R S

Atthe inaugural ceremony of the Inter-American Consultation on Rural Youth, the First Lady of Costa Rica, Josette Altman de Figueres, called on
international agencies and organizations to «emulate lICA’s firm commitment to the region’s rural youth.

he First Inter-American Consultation on Rural Youth

took place at IICA Headquarters on January 23-25.
By meeting’s end, participants had defined the general
outline of a hemispheric strategy for work with this sector to
be drafted by the Institute. According to the latest
projections, there will be 83 million young people living in
rural areas by the year 2000.

Organized by IICA and co-sponsored by the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation, the activity brought together representatives of
governmental, non-governmental and youth organizations
from 27 countries, as well as delegates from a number of
international cooperation and funding agencies who
described the meeting as a ground-breaking event,
marking as it did the relaunching of the issue at the
hemispheric level under the Institute’s leadership.

Work with young people, the participants advised, should
form part of larger sustainable development strategies
aimed atimproving conditions and the quality of life in rural
areas. Efforts should therefore focus on more than simply
productionissues and endeavor to lay new institutional
foundations to correct the imbalances between the
countryside and the city. They should also be tailored to ac-
tual circumstances in the hemisphere, characterized by
rapid changes in the economic, political and institutional
fields.

During the closing session of the activity, IICA Director
General Carlos E. Aquino Gonzalez reaffirmed his
institution’s commitment to the issue and urged
governments, donors and cooperation agencies to work
together on behalf of rural youth.

Photos Rural Youth/Danilo Jiménez, lICA

ICA NEWS-JANUARY/MARCH 1995 15




Aquino, who betore the closing session met with the young
People who attended the Consultation, added that in
upcoming meetings with senior officials of international
cooperation and funding organizations he would pass on
their concerns and highlight their need for more technical
and financial support.

OPENING SESSION

The event was inaugurated by the First Lady of Costa Rica,
Josette Atman de Figueres: a message fromthe First Lady
of the United States of America, Hillary Rodham Clinton,

was read by her personal representative, Paula
Thomasson.

Init, Mrs. Clinton congratulated IICA for convening the
meeting and expressed her support for efforts aimed at
meeting the education and health needs of young people in
the Americas. «lt is my
hope that this meeting
will reinforce the
commitment to youth
which our leaders
embraced at the recent
Summit of the
Americas,» the US
First Lady stated.

During the inaugu-
ration, addresses were

delivered by the Min-
isters of Culture, Youth

and Sports and of Ru-
ral Development of
Costa Rica, Arnoldo
Mora and Roberto So-
I6érzano, respectively;
the Director General of
IICA; the President of the Ibero-American Rural Youth
Advisory Council (CAJIR), José Maria Fresneda; the
Representative of the Kellogg Foundation, Blas Santos:
and the Director General for Structural Action of the
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries of Spain, Joa-
quin Castillo.

In their messages, all the speakers reaffirmed the
commitment of their governments or institutions to work

Representatives of youth organizations said that it was time to move beyond talk to
action.

.

with rural youth, in order to equip them to assume their
proper roles as important agents for change. Severy,
underscored the need for the Consultation to help define
specific actions that would, among otherthings, strengthep,
support instruments and guarantee rural youth access tg
the resources needed for development.

In this regard, the First Lady of Costa Rica pledged he,
commitment to promoting youth programs as a key
element of the initiatives undertaken by the Forum of Wiveg
of Heads of State and Government of the Americas. «| am
certain,» she said, «that young people are a priority for ys

all.»

The representative of the Kellogg Foundation, Blas Santos,
recalled that four out of every five rural youths migrate to
the city; this, in his opinion, underlined the need for this
segment of the population to have access to a polytechnic
education.

Santos said that
the Kellogg Foun-
dation, the second
largest in the Unit-
ed States, believed
in a more just
society, «in which
justice means that
wealth not only
grows, but is also
distributed across
the social spec-
trum, reaching the
most needy. This
new society will not
be possible without
a new type of citi-
zen,» he stressed.

THEWORK

Once the international organizations, countries and
subregional networks of rural youth had had the
opportunity to present their experiences on the subject,
participants worked together to lay the conceptual and
methodological groundwork for the hemispheric proposal
to be drawn up by the Institute. _/_J
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Working groups
of participants
targeted on
issues such as
the generation
of employment
and income for
rural youth and
training for sus-
tainable deve-
lopment. Con-
vinced that the
time fortalk had
passed and that
what was need-
ed now was ac-
tion, the patrtici-
pants drew up
guidelines for

Paula Thomasson

the Institute’s hemispheric strategy.
THE ISSUES

During the meet-
ing, repeated
reference was
made to the fact
that work with ru-
ral youths must
take into account
| major trends in
the international
context, includ-
“ ing regional inte-
| gration proces-
| ses, the opening
. of trade (which
‘ requires increa-
sed competitive-
ness), the incor-
poration of the
concept of sus-
tainability into
development strategies, the modernization of agriculture,
the fact that land-distribution schemes have lost
momentum, factors that work against rural youths
L(migration, exclusion from agricultural and develop-

JICA and CAJIR honored Bollvia's Jaime Cusicanqui Velasco (left) for his valuable contributions to
improving the well-being of rural youth in the Americas. Isidoro Beraja of Honduras and Rafael
Segovia of Costa Rica were also honored In absentia,

ment policies, etc.); and their often unfavorable legal
situation.

There was consensus on the fact that the strategy must be
differentiated to take into account regional specificities. It
should also promote the creation of strategic alliances and
the concept of sustainable rural development which, from a
humanistic standpoint, includes the issues of gender,
participation and sustainability.

The participants also outlined proposals for action at the lo-
cal, national and regional levels. At the local level,
emphasis should be on generating employment and
income through agricultural and non-agricultural activities.
It should also be geared to strengthening youth
organizations and promoting cultural activities.

At the national level, the curricula of rural grade schools
and high schools should be reviewed, funding mechanisms
created, the concept of work with rural youths integrated
into sustainable rural development strategies, cultural
activities promoted and interinstitutional coordination
articulated among NGOs, government entities and rural
s ™ 8 youth organi-
zations.

At the re-
gional level,
emphasis
should be
placed on de-
velopment
actvities that
generate jobs
andincomein
production-
related
activities in
the agri-food
sector through
rural develop-
ment projects.
Efforts should
also be made to define a joint plan of action involving
international cooperation agencies such as ECLAC, FAO,
UNESCO, the International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), CAJIR and the IDB.
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A HETEROGENEOUS

POPULATION

hough they share the common
bond of age, rural youths in
Latin America and the Carib-
bean are a heterogeneous group,
With characteristics specific to each
subregion of the hemisphere. For this
reason, any plan that successfully
Provides them with support must take
 these differences into consideration.

ties available to them, ethqic bgck-
ground and socioeconomic situation.

Southern Cone

Espindola indicated that in the case gf
the Southern Cone (Argentina, Brazil,
Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay) it would

| From left to right: Colin McDonald (Trinidad and Tobago), Daniel Espindola (Uruguay), William
Reuben (IICA Consultant), lvan Cossio (Bolivia), and Marvin Séanchez (Guatemala), during the

presentation of the regional assessments.

The delegates from the Central
' American, Caribbean, Andean and
Southern Cone countries all agreed
on this point. In assessments of their
respective subregions they described
the overall situation of rural youth in
each area and recommended a differ-
entiated strategy for dealing with it.

The need for a strategy of this kind,
argued Marvin Sdnchez (Guate-
mala), Colin McDonald (Trinidad and
Tobago), Jafet Garcia (Colombia) and
Daniel Espindola (Uruguay), stems
from the fact that rural youths in the
various subregions, differ greatly in
terms of their behavior, the opportuni-

be «pretentious» to speak of a global
assessment as very little research on
the subject existed but, thanks to the
work that had been done over the past
two years, «we now have an approxi-
mation that closely reflects the true
situation. »

He noted that there are some 18 mil-
lion rural youths in the subregion, of
whom 52% are men and 48%, women.
Their ages range from 10 to 29 years.
All together, young people make up
32% of the population. One feature
that sets the subregion apart is the fact
that certain indicators vary consider-

18
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ably from country to country. In Para-
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guay, for example, rural youth ac.
count for 48% of the population, while
in Uruguay the figure is only 129,

Another particularity of the Southerp
Cone is that it covers a large and he.
erogeneous area, characterizeq by
early and rapid urbanization in Argen-
tina, Uruguay and Chile, but not in the
case of Brazil and Paraguay. Histori-
cally, Espindola explained, there haq
been a Iatifundia-smallholding di-
chotomy, while today modern, capit|-
ist agriculture exists alongside sma||-
scale, often subsistence farms,

A recent study identified four catego-
ries of rural youth in the subregion:

1) young people from affluent fami-
lies working in the formal labor
market and occupying high-leve|
positions;

2) rural youths in the process of
adapting to urban life;

3) young farmers with access to pro-
duction resources; and

4) undercapitalized, young rural in-
habitants obliged to offer their ser-
vices in the labor market.

The first group are the children of
large and medium-scale farmers who
enjoy many educational and eco-
nomic advantages and come from
tamilies that «have much in common
with high- and middle-income urban
families.» The second is made up of
young people with an enterprising
spirit who have been directly hurt by
macroeconomic adjustment policies,
which have made it impossible for
them to acquire technology and pro-
duction resources on their own.

The third group consists of young
people who receive the support of
their families and have thus been able
to stay and work on the family's me-
dium-size farms, in some cases culti-
vating plots of their own. The last
group is made up of the typical yound |




The young people in attendance agreed on the need for them
production purposes but also in order to press for their rights an

farmworker who does not own land,
but is used to working on small plots.

Espindola wound up his overview of
the situation of rural youth by pointing
out that work with this sector of the
population must be sensitive to the
gender issue; education must be
adapted to suit the changing times,
technological advances and regional,
national and local conditions; support
actions must assign priority to pro-
duction; organization must be pro-
moted; work should focus on regions
and area; and the permanence and
continuity of the work must be en-
sured, as «this is not merely a fad.»

ANDEAN AREA

Jafet Garcia stated that, as in the
case of the Southern Cone, there was
a lack of information on the true situa-
tion of rural youths in the Andean
countries. Nevertheless, he noted
that certain studies have identified the
most pressing problems.

These include low educational levels,
the lack of specific training, the scar-
city of employment opportunities,
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to form organizations, not only for
d for the opportunity to participate.

large numbers of children in poor
homes, the lack of credit and technical
assistance, the need for technical, eco-
nomic and social information, and the

lack of sports and recreational facili-
ties.

Garcia contrasted this gloomy picture
with the aspirations of rural youths,
who range in age from 15 to 27 and
make up 20% of the rural population:to
own a piece of land or an income-gen-
erating business, to form organiza-
tions, to have a home and family, and to
have access to recreational activities.

During his presentation, he lamented
the fact that none of the five countries
had the conditions needed for rural
youths to be able to realize their poten-
tial, He stated the need to provide op-
portunities for them to acquire exper-
tise and adopt technologies, to channel
their enterprising spirit into non-agri-
cultural production activities, to raise
awareness regarding the need to make
rational use of natural resources, to
capltalize on young people's desire to
improve their living standards and their
natural inclination to participate in so-
cial processes that value their abilities

and importance, as well as their abil-
ity to work in an organized way for
training, production and recreation
purposes.

Garcia also raised a series of recom-
mendations which, in his opinion,
«could be used as guidelines for fu-
ture action»: governments should be
asked to integrate rural youth into
their national development programs,
undertake legislative reformto ease
young people's access to land, pro-
mote specific programs for this sector
of the population, and encourage
them to form organizations for carry-
ing out agricultural and non-agricul-
tural production activities.

THE CARIBBEAN

Colin McDonald, from Trinidad,
pointed out that any analysis of the
subject of rural youth in the Carib-
bean must bear in mind the geo-
graphic, cultural, economic and social
differences that distinguish this sub-
region from Latin America.

It must be remembered, he said, that
with few exceptions the countries
concerned are small and sparsely
populated. As a result, the dividing
line between urban and rural areas is
extremely blurred and often non-
existent.

However, similarities do exist be-
tween young people in the Caribbean
- whose ages range from 15 to 30 -
and their Latin American counter-
parts interms cf their neglect and ex-
clusion by society.

Accordingto McDonald, their educa-
tional levels are low and they have few
employment opportunities. He added
that most are involved in traditional
activities, especially agriculture, and
they require training and technology.

He acknowledged the fact that agri-
culture is not the most important sec-
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tor of Caribbean economies and ex-
plained that it had been seriously af-
fected by adjustment processes, es-
pecially as far as the provision of ser-
vices is concerned. As a result, the
countryside is not attractive to young
people.

The logical result of all this, McDonald
noted, is that rural youths are moving
to urban areas, where they find them-
selves at a disadvantage because
their lack of technical and polytechnic
training means that they lack the
knowledge and skills to adapt and re-
alize their potential.

He agreed with Garcia and Espindola
that the issue of young people should
be incorporated into national develop-
ment strategies, and that this was the
way to go about implementing spe-
cific actions to address their needs.

CENTRAL AMERICA

Rather than offering an assessment
of the situation of rural youth in Cen-
tral America, Guatemala’s Marvin
Sanchez went over some of the differ-
ences between the countryside and
the city in this subregion and also
mentioned some of the political and
economic processes that impact
young people.

He pointed out that Nicaragua and El
Salvador, for example, are currently in
transition from armed conflict to
peace. As a result, new production
organizations are being created, es-
pecially in agriculture, but enormous
gaps in training and technology man-
agement are a handicap «to this aus-
picious initiative,» he said.

Sanchez added that efforts to correct
the production system’s inability to
absorb the rural labor force had so far

proved unsuccessful. As a result, large
numbers of people continueé to retur.n
to production areas at harvest timg in
search of employment. Entire families,
composed mostly of young people, are
trapped in this situation with no way

out, he said.

Another constraint on rural youth in
Central America is poor access t0 land.
The agricultural frontier has been
reached and this is causing two prob-
lems: greater migration to the cities
and the use of forested land for agricul-
tural purposes, with the resulting im-
pact on natural resources.

The inequalities between rural and ur-
ban areas are also seeninthe educa-
tion system. «The situationis incongru-
ous. Rural young people are educated
with values, ideas and even languages
that bear no relation to their actual cir-
cumstances. They receive poor quality
education andtheir access to university
educationis very limited,» he revealed.

Represenlatives of Andean org
actions in support of this segm

20

anizations that work wit
ent of the population.

s4nchez illustrated this point with an
example. In Guatemala, he said, loss
than 1% of university students comg
from rural areas. How many of the,
belonged to indigenous groups, he
wondered. He acknowledged the facy
that in recent years some important
contributions had been made inthe
field of nonformal education, but «jm.
pact has been limited,» as the training
fails to take into account the life ang
production needs of young people,

In his opinion, efforts that incorporate
a gender approach should be given
priority, and that «Central America
has some interesting, albeit insuffj-
cient, experiences to draw on in this
respect.» Other priorities are the or-
ganization of young people for agri-
cultural and non-agricultural produc-
tion purposes, and the rational man-
agement of resources.
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COMMENTS OF THE
PARTICIPANTS

Carlos Bories, Argentina
Doors Open

Work in support of rural youth is diffi-
cult. There are few opportunities and
the doors to cooperation are usually
closed. Therefore, this Inter-Ameri-
can Consultation is a landmark: a
serious organization, such as IICA,
has taken up the topic again and, thanks to contributions
from the participants, will be able to lay the groundwork for
future actions, affirmed Carlos Bories, from Argentina.

Bories, the secretary of the Central Council of Rural Youth
Cooperatives, added that the success of the initiatives to

| be developed will depend on the ability to bring together the

interested sectors: governments, cooperating agencies,
international funding agencies and the youth organiza-
tions.

lvan Cossio, Bolivia
Institutional Responses

In Bolivia, although rural youths con-
stitute 43% of the total population,
there is an inadequate institutional
response to that subsector of the
population, despite their key impor-
tance to production. This translates
into poverty and lack of opportunities, affirmed Bolivia’s
Undersecretary for Social Development, lvan Cossio.

To turn this situation around, he said it was «necessary to
shape young leaders, provide management training for ef-
fective decision making, democratize access to education
and promote technological modernization.» He added that
the Inter-American Consultation had opened a door in that
direction, making it possible to adopt a multisectoral ap-
proach to bridge the gaps faced by rural youth.

Jose Maria Fresneda, CAJIR
Serious Commitments

Convinced that much has been said
and written about rural youth, the
President of CAJIR, Jose Maria
Fresneda, from Spain, stressed the
need to join efforts and make com-
mitments to set aside discourse and

focus on action.

«| hope that, after this Consultation, whenwe talk about ru-
ral youth, we will be able to talk about before and after. 'We
have had enough of assessments and research. Thetime

| has come for NGOs, governments, international funding

and cooperation agencies, youth organizations and founda-
tions to commit themselves to the design and execution of
the development program rural youth need, » he explained.

John Durston, ECLAC
Tools for Improving
Competitiveness

Since markets are becoming ever
more competitive, «direct assistance
inthe countryside and legal reforms

’
/ -

to ensure access to production re- |
sources are imperative» for the wel- |

fare of rural youth in Latin America and the Caribbean, said :

John Durston, an official with the Economic Commission
for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

Accordingly, «a framework of equal opportunities, a pro-
cess to transform the structure of production, and equity in

the distribution of the fruits of development» are some of |

the tools needed to enable rural youth to meet the chal-
lenges of economic globalization and trade liberalization.

Diana Murillo, Costa Rica
Space for Youth

We, as young people, must take on
an active role in the design of pro-
posed actions and programs aimed
at rural youth. We know better than
anyone else what our situation is and
what the problems are. But we also
know what the solutions are, affirmed Diana Murillo, the
representative of the Foro de la Juventud Costarricense
(Costa Rican Forum on Youth).

According to Ms. Murillo, there is an inconsistency in the
approach to the topic of youth: on one hand, there is much
talk about the urgent need to eliminate the way in which we
have historically been excluded, yet, in reality, adults con-
tinue to plan our future. »

PaulaThomasson
Representative of the First Lady
of the United States of America
Support for youth

Support for youth is a priority among
the initiatives promoted by the First
Lady of the United States, Hillary
4 Rodham Clinton, «since youth repre-
sents the generation to which we delegate the future of our
country and of the world,» stated Paula Thomasson, who
spoke on behalf of Mrs. Clinton during in the Consultation.

[ICA's efforts to bring together many sectors in this Consul-
tation underscores the willingness of different sectors to
support the youth of the Americas, she added.
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Joaquin Castillo, Spain
Common Interests

Spain, like IICA, feels that the time
has come to renew efforts in support
of rural youth. According to Joaquin
Castillo, the Director General of
Structural Action of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Livestock and Food of
| Spain, we are taking advantage of our participation in this
| Consultation to state that we are ready to collaborate with
this important sector of rural society.

1
r
\

| Castillo indicated that a bill recently submitted to Parlia-
ment to modernize farms places emphasis on activities
| with youth. In general terms, he explained that efforts are
| being made to strengthen instruments to provide support
| for young people, to enable them to enhance their profes-

sional capabilities in rural areas and to provide them with

access to the resources they need to attain this objective.

William Seiders, FAO
Exchange of Ideas

Exchanging ideas and experiences
on a topic as important as rural youth
is vital in efforts seeking to improve
the quality of their lives, stated Will-
iam Seiders, officer for agricultural
extension, training and rural youth at
FAO.

| «For FAO, » he said, «IICA is an important link with institu-
tions addressing this topic throughout Latin America and
| the Caribbean,» and working with them at the Consultation
represented an opportunity to propose strategic action re-
 flecting the conditions of each country, avoid duplication of
| efforts and ensure effective action.

Blas Santos, W. K. Kellogg
More than Agriculture

According to Blas Santos, the Repre-
sentative for Latin America and the
Caribbean of the W.K. Kellogg Foun-
dation, we must realize that opportu-
nities for rural youth are not limited
solely to agriculture, and thus it is im-
portant to provide them with polytechnical education,
which will prepare them for successfully undertaking non-
agricultural activities.

If we think of agriculture as the key alternative, he added,
we must hasten 1o prepare a new generation of farmers,
who are capable of participating in the open and competi-
tive world of today. Otherwise, we will condemn young
people to a life of poverty and social exclusion.

Roy St. Bernard, Grenada
Holistic Approach

«A holistic approach, which includes
economic, cultural and social as-
pects,» must be used in order to ben-
efit the rural youth of Grenada, who
work mainly in vegetable production,
according-to Roy St. Bernard, an offi-
cial from the Ministry of Agriculture of

that country.

Together with integrated support, interaction among differ-
ent sectors to address the needs of rural yogth is adecisive
factor in improving the quality of life of this sector of the

population.

Enrique Riera, Paraguay
Committed Leadership.

According to the Vice Minister of
Youth of Paraguay, Enrique Riera, the
Inter-American Consultation clearly
showed that IICA has the political will
and committed leadership to work in
earnest with rural youth.

«Seldom have we seen so many efforts focused on attain-
ing a common objective, and | find this to be a very good
sign, since it is clear to everyone that the topic had been
pushed aside for a long time,» commented the official, who
spoke in favor of putting words into action.»

ElauliTorres,Venezuela
Capabilities for self-management

Infora and working meetings on rural
youth, much is said about the need
for contributions from international
cooperation and funding agenciesin
order to ensure the success of these
activities. However, according to
" Elauli Torres, from Venezuela, at
times we forget that rural youth and their organizations
must develop their own self-management capabilities.

This does not mean, she pointed out, that support from
cooperating agencies is not important, principally as con-
cerns funding for production activities. «Nevertheless, if we
Prepare young people to develop organizations to carry out
agricultural and non-agricultural activities, we will
strengthen their capabilities for dealing with the dwindling
supply of resources,» she added.
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COOPERATION AGENCIES
CONFIRM INTEREST

ndanuary 20, mtthe ond of the
( ) Intor-Amaricnn Consultation

hold at HCA hondquartors, rep
rasontativos of International coopara-
tion and funding agoncios confirmed
thalr Interost in joining forcos to sup
port work with rural youth in Latin
Amaotica and tho Caribboan,

With a view to taking spocific actions
and formulating a joint working
agonda, mooting participants agreod
(o carry out activitios at four lovels in
ordarto:

1) ostablish and consolidate a ro-
glonal information network on the
subjoct,

2) dovolop a concoptual and strate-
gic framowork before designing
plans of action;

3) encourage governments and
agoncloes to Incorporate work with
rural youth into their development
programs; and

4) work to formalize Inter-agency
commitments for executing direct
actions In the countries.

Thoe meoting was attended by repre-
sontatives of ECLAC, the Govern-
ment and Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food of Spain (MAFA),
FAO, UNESCO, the W.K., Kellogg
Foundation, the European Union,
USAID and the USDA, the IDB, IICA,
CAJIR, the Council of 4-H Clubs of
Canada, the Radio Nederland Train-
ing Cantro (RNTC), CATIE and the
Reglonal Network of Youth Programs
of the Caribbean,

THE NETWORK

Through the reglonal network, which
will rocelve technical and administra-
tive support from IICA, participating
agonclos will be able to exchange ex-
porlences and Iinformation on rural
youth, access lists of projects already
under way and at the design stage,
and make contacts with other profes-
slonals working in this field.

Hoprosentatives of the international
agonclos also attached great impor-
tance to the noed to prepare a concep-
tal and strategic framework, acknowl-
odging the fact that more information is
needed for better understanding the

topic and facilitating the search for so-
lutions,

They indicated that the recommenda-
tions made at the Inter-American Con-
sultation will be very useful for setting a
clear course and encouraging agen-

The participants agreed on the urgent need to incorporate the subject of rural youth into
dovelopment programe.

cies and governments to incorporate
the topic of rural youths into their devel-
opment programs.

The Spanish delegation, headed by
the Director General for Structural Ac-
tion of the MAPA, Joaquin Castillo, said
thére was an urgent need for inter-
agency agreements for carrying out
activities in the countries.

Specifically, he mentioned that it was
very likely that his country's official vol-
unteers programwould be in a position
to participate in an initiative of this
kind.

F——

i
Arnobio Maya of UNESCOfelt thatpri- |
ority should be givento developing the
conceptual framework. «This is fun-
damental and could be done onanin-
ter-agency basis with ICA serving as
the facilitator,» he added. In his view, a
holistic approach should be adopted
forworkwith rural youth, in ordertoin-
corporate topics such as human rights
and sustainable development.

John Durston of ECLAC referred to
the importance of combining efforts in
initiatives to benefit rural youth, with
attentionto structuralissues such as
works to combat poverty. This, he
pointed out, would make it possible to

substantially improve the living condi-
tions of this segment of the population.

Andrés Marchant of the IDB felt that fi-
nancial resources were not the main
issue in attempting to solve the prob-
lems of rural youth in Latin America
andthe Caribbean;the main problem
is the dearth of ideas on how to go
about enhancing the well-being of
young people inthe countryside. He
therefore recommended that inter-
agency efforts be organized, that bet-
ter use be made of available re-
sources and that duplication of efforts
be eliminated.

IICA NEWS-JANUARY/MARCH 1995

23




CAJIR ANDIICA TO
WORK TOGETHER

At the meeting, Jose Maria Fresneda (left), from Spain, and Cesar Amado Martinez, from the
Dominican Republic, were reelected, respectively, as CAJIR's President and Secretary General.

‘ he International Rural Youth
‘ Advisory Council (CAJIR) is

preparing to work with IICA in
activities targeting rural youth, said its
president, Jose Maria Fresneda (from
Spain), after a plenary meeting of the
| board of directors of that organization

that was held on January 27.

|
|
|
|
{
|

; To that end, the CAJIR will soon
| establish its General Secretariat at
; IICA Headquarters, reflecting its keen
| desire to work «hand in hand with
| ICA.» He added that «this marks the
beginning of a new CAJIR, one that is
stronger, more dynamic and better
positioned to provide support to rural
youth in Latin America and the

Caribbean.»

CAJIR was created in 1971 by the
General Secretariat of the Organi-
zation of American States (OAS) to
bring together government organiza-
tions, NGOs and foundations that

work with rural youth in the countries. It
has been receiving technical and
economic support from |ICA since
1975. It is headquartered in the
Dominican Republic, a country which
has provided solid support to its
activities.

Its scope of action is North America
(Canada, Mexico, United States), Cen-
tral America, the CARICOM (Carib-
bean Community) and remaining
Caribbean countries, the Andean
zone, the Southern Cone and Europe
(Spain and Portugal). Through a
decision of the Assembly that met in
Santo Domingo in 1993, its name was
changed to International Rural Youth
Advisory Council,

GUIDELINES FOR ACTION

In addition to the members of its board
of directors, the plenary meeting

included the chiefs of the six regiong,
councils into which the organization jg
divided geographically, as we|| as
representatives of subregiong|
networks and rural youth organ.
zations that belong to CAJIR, which
had participated earlier in the Inter.
American Consultation.

Participants approved by consensuyg
a series of resolutions that, in
Fresneda's mind, not only constitute
guidelines for the Council's action, byt
also reestablish it as an organization
that will have a direct impact on the
work of international agencies
working with rural youth.

The resolutions address a variety of
topics, including joint efforts with
[ICA, establishment of the CAJIR
General Secretariat in Costa Rica,
and the search for financial support
for rural youth programs, with
emphasis on establishing a trust fund
for serving the needs of microbusi-
nesses.

Other resolutions aim to strengthen
the six regional councils and to create
networks of young agri-entre-
preneurs. Fresneda indicated that
the purpose of the latter will be to
«organize youths who are already a
part of the production process, so that
they can form strong and meaningful
organizations.»

The participants also adopted
resolutions on the following topics:
establishment of an information and
communications network, design and
implementation of a youth exchange
program, studies for upgrading
knowledge on the topic, and joint
efforts for holding the Ibero-American
Rural Youth Conference in two years'
time.

24 IICA NEWS-JANUARY/MARCH 1995

-



B0 A Suainaa e o b o 08 (Sa ot e e s ot s hud 2y L

! 3
‘Reflections and Goals OnJanuary 27 Hoadquarters officlals

| 38 £ the Aquino Administrati attended aworking meeting convened
| First yearo q dministration by the Director General, Carlos E.
Aquino Gonzélez, to review the
institution's achlevements and
progress as well as the difficulties it
encountered in 1994,

[ICA'S Technical Cooperation Agen-
cies played an active part inthe meet-
ing, even though not physically
prasent inthe room.Their reports on
the actions executed last year, the
problems they faced, and their sug-
gestions, were shared with Headquar-
ters staff. It was clear that the
Institute's vitality stems from the input
provided by the member countries.

The Head of IICA's External Re-
sources Division, Victordel Angel (left,
standing) was responsible for system-
atically organizing the replies sentin
by 18 of the 33 national agencies atthe
request of the Director General.

Moving Tribute to Dr. José Emilio G. Araujo

In recognition of his contribution as
@ Director General of 1ICA from 1970-
1982, a ceremony was held January 9
at Headquarters at which the
Institute’s senior management and
staff honored Dr. José Emilio G.
Araujo. Accompanied by members of
his family, Director Emeritus Araujo
thanked all those present for the trib-
ute and made a number of observa-
tions. «/ICA, » he said, «is a consoll-
dated organization thanks 1o the abil-
ity it has developed over the years 10
adapt to change.~ Director General
Carlos E. Aquino described Dr.
Araujo’s achievements and empha-
sized the humanistic philosophy that
this Doctor of Agronomy had stamped |
on the institution.

WOA

ménel

Phota/Danio
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Working Relationships Strengthened
with New Orpanizations

l otwoen Decombor and March,
HCA strongthonod ita stratoglo
links with nine cooparation and
tunding organizations na part of g
efforts to Incranso tho supply of toch
nical cooporation avallablo to moeot
tho needs of the membar countrios
and help thom attain the goal of sus
tainable agricultural developmaent

The list of alllances includoes tho sign
| Ing in Miaml, during the Confarenco
L on Agribusiness in the Americas In
' December, of a general cooperation
L agreement with the Pan-Amaerican
| Agricultural College (Zamorano)
| (Honduras), for work on the develop-
' ment of the American tropics and of-

fective natural resource manage-
ment

| Also in December, at IICA Headquar-
ters the Institute and the Guatemala-
based Central American Institute for
Research and Industrial Technology
(ICAITI) signed a general cooperation
agreement aimed at strengthening
ties between the agricultural and in-
dustrial sectors.

In January, the Vice-President for In-
ternational Agriculture Programs at
the University of Texas A&M, Ed
Price, visited the Institute to explore
possible areas of joint action in the
training field. The official confirmed
his institution's interest in strengthen-
ing agricultural research and the
training of human resources for agri-
cultural development.

February was the busiest month for
work with the Institute’s partners, Fol-
lowing three days of work with IHCA
experts at Headguarters, a mission
from Volunteers in Overseas Coop-
arative Assistance (VOCA) an-

nounced that prioritios for actlon had
boon idontiflod and a numbor of projoct
profilos draftod 1o bonofit Latin Amorl
can and Carlbboan countrios,

(e Gorman Agoncy for Tachnica
Cooparation (Ci1Z) 18 anuthor onthg
roster of partners with which NOA I
1onds 10 broadon e cooparation ac
fivitlos, Cristoph Klcharmann, Chilet of
tho ngoncy's! lorth Latin Armornica ird
Carlbboan Division, vishod the Inst|
fute In January for talke with HOA off)
clils on the scop and contont of new
joint offorts undor a basic agroomaont
that should bo ready for signing in

May.

FAO, tho IDB and CABEI round out
tho group of rolatod orqnplzatlorm
that will bo joining forces with the In-

izA

Paces Misale Vitohel

Before the end of this year, IICA and
the International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) are expected to
launch a Latin American program for
evaluating projects to combat rural
poverty. The program will be funded
with a US$790,000 donation from the
Rome-based United Nations agency.

This was the most Important result of a
vigit to Headquarters by Oswaldo
Nastor Felnstein, Chief Evaluator of
IFAD's Offico of Evaluation and Stud-
les, who stated that the program will
contribute to maeeting training needs in
this area In Latin American and the
Caribbean.,

The general cooporation agraement betwoon Zamorano and lICA was signed in Miami by the heads
of the two organizations, Kolth Andrews and Carlos E, Aquino (third and fourth from the left). They
aro pleturod with Arsenlo Vasconasellos, Minister of Agriculture of Paraguay, and former OAS
Secrotary Genoral Jolio Baena Soares.

stitute for the benefit of Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean countries. With
the United Nations Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAQ), IICA intends
to expand its cooperation in the field
of agricultural policy analysis, an area
in which the region badly needs sup-
port, sald Antonio Pérez, a FAO offi-
clalbased in Rome.

The Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB) and IICA signed four non-
refundable technical cooperation
agreements worth US$1.365 million
to finance a range of agricultural tech-
nology development activities in Latin
Amaerica and the Caribbean.

26  ICA NEWS-JANUARY/MARCH 1996




et e e P

et et

Canada and IICA Seck Ways (o

Expand Joint Work

he Director Genaral of |ICA,

Carlos E. Aquino, held moot-

ings with senior Canadian agri-
cultural and cooperation ofticials to
discuss ways of expanding joint work
between this North Amaerican nation
and the Institute.

The meetings, which took place last
December 15-19 during an official
visit, highlighted areas of common in-
terest and the willingness of both par-
ties to engage in further undertak-
ings. Some of the areas pinpointed
for specific action were joint business
ventures between Canada and coun-
tries in the region, the analysis of eco-
nomic and sectoral policies, and sup-
port for the countries through post-
graduate agricultur.! studies.

DIRECTORIO
INTERAMERICANO DE
ORGANISMOS DE
JUVENTUD RURAL

Area of Concentration -
Sustainable Rural Devel-

that work with this segment of
the population.

Arranged in the form of fact
sheets, the information allows
interested parties to bocome

Aquina took advantago of his mooting
with Agriculture Ministor Ralph
Goodalo to roaffirm ICA's Intorost in
slgning a Genoral Cooporation Agroo-
mentwith Agriculture Canada. The DI-
rector General also took the opportu-
nity to Invite Mr. Goodale to attend tho
noxt meeting of the Inter-American
Board of Agriculture (IABA), slated for
Costa Rica in September. Equally fruit-
fulwere the discussions with Forelgn
Affairs and International Trade officials
who waere interested in hearing first-
hand of the Institution's restructuring
process and the four principles on
which itis based: participation, concen-
tration, flexibility and decentralization.

They were particularly interested in this
last point, given the opening of the

SECTORIALES

CEPPI, DIPHAT

SERIE DE ESTUDIOS

Northorn Roglonal Contar for Toch-
nieal Cooporation -which will cover
Canada, Moxlco and tho US, - as
partof tho offorts to docontralizo the
Institution, In tholr opinion, this
opons tho door to the execution of
actlons In a numbear of areas, includ-
Ing trado and Investment policy, the
idontification of market opportuni-
tlos, two-way oxchanges of human
rosourcos and information, and
monitoring of the North American
Froo Trade Agreement (NAFTA),
Aquino also met with officials from
the Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency (CIDA), the Interna-
tional Development Research Cen-
tre (IDRC), the Inter-American Orga-
nization for Higher Education (OUI),
the International Livestock Manage-
ment School, the World Women's
Veterinary Association, the Univer-
sity of Toronto and the Canadian
Council for the Americas.

gua, Panama, Peru, Suriname,
Trinidad and Tobago and Uru-
guay, The updated basic indi-
cators represent animportant
source of information for the
ministries, cooperation agen
cles, business community and |

other intarested parties

Conducted 1n raspor to a

mandaie 1ssuad by th

Inter-American Confor

opment
/4%

The Inter-American Directory
of Rural Youth Organizations
contains a complete listing of
the government agencies,
NGOs and private institutions

familiar with the organizations,
forge contacts and share Infor-
mation. The data covars the es-
tablishment and objectives of
each organization, the pro-
grams and projects belng
implemented by each, thelr le-
gal status, representatives and
goeographical coverage. All the
information Is organized alpha-
betically, by reglon, country and
name of the entity,

- ey

- WA

This new serles s composed of
atotal of fourteen sectoral as-
sessments carrled out by [ICAin
Belize, Brazll, Colombia, the Do-
minlcan Republic, Guatemala,
Guyana, Halli, Jamaica, Nicara-

Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA,
Spnin 1991), the assessments
supportthe Member States in
carrying out research of this
kind withthe Institute's Techni-
cal Cooperation Agenciesin
the countries and specialists
based at Headquarters,

Each assessment provides
generalinformation on the eco-
nomic and agricultural policies
and sectoral institutions of
each nation. The chapters on
natural resources endowment,
the characteristics of sub-sec-
tors, demographics, etc., vary
from country to country.
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Costa Rica, United
States, Guyana,
Panama

REUNION DI
AGROLMPRESARIOS
h} ’

The First Conference on

| Agribusiness inthe Ameri-

cas, held in Miami last De-
cember and attended by
agro-entrepreneurs and
public and private agricul-
tural sector leaders, was
covered by a number of

newspzpers inthe

spape region

he mediz focused mainly

¢ crealion of the

nienharis hirein
Hemispheric Agribusiness |

Network which will link
buyers and sellers of agri
cultural commodities, in-

puts and services, elec-
| tronically.

The event was co-spon-
sored by IICA and Carib-
bean Latin American Ac-
tion (C/LAA), which have
formed a solid strategic al-
liance in order to stren-
gthen this dynamic sector.

Costa Rica (La Naclén, La
Republica, Al Dia), the
United States (The Miami|
Herald), Guyana (Guyana
Chronicle, Stabroek
News), and Panama (La
Prensa, ElI Panama
América, La Estrella de
Panama).

Bolivia, Dominican
Republic, Grenada,
Uruguay

Consulta interamericana hace
IICA sobre juventud rural

In January, IICA hosted the
First Inter-American Consul-
tation on Rural Youth at its
Headquarters in San José.
The activity attracted the at-
tention of the press in a
number of countries.

The topics discussed in-
cluded access to educa-
tion, services, and the po-
tential of rural youth ag
agents for sustainable de-
velopment.

Bolivia (El Diario, Alerta
Agrario), Costa Rica (The
TicoTimes, La Nacién,
La Republica), the Do-
minican Republic (El

Siglo, El Caribe, Hoy),
Grenada (The Grenadian
Voice), Uruguay (La
Republica, La Mafiana,
El Observador)

Attended by representatives
of governments, civil society
organizations and interna-
tional cooperation and fund-
ing agencies, the meeting
provided an opportunity to
draft an inter-agency plan of
action to meet the needs of
this sector of the population.

P

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

- Symposium on Economic Integration in the Western Hemisphere, San José,
Costa Rica, June 7-9, 1995.

Experts from a number of Latin American and Caribbean countries will take part in a Sym-
posium on Economic Integration in the Western Hemisphere next June 7-9. The event is
being co-sponsored by IICA and the International Agricultural Trade Research Consor-
tium (IATRC).

| The sessions willinvolve specialists from international crganizati
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (E
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank.

In working groups and plenary sessions, participants will address important issues such
as the trend toward regional integration, integration in the western hemisphere and its
relationship with the international trading system, the lessons to be learned from trade
negotiations, economic development and the reform of agricultural policy.

+  Workshop «Toward an Inter-American System for the Management of Animal
Genetic Resources,» San José, Costa Rica, July 4-6, 1995.

The key objective of this workshop is to lay the groundwork for an inter-American system
for the conservation and utilization of animal genetic resources.

The purpose of the meeting, organized under a Letter of Understanding signed by [ICA
and FAO last December, is to create awareness among decision makers of the impor-
tance of preserving and capitalizing on the stock of animal genetic material in Latin
America and the Caribbean, within a framework of sustainability. '

The activity will bring together experts on the subject from the private sector and non-gov-
ernmental organizations, and is being organized by IICA, FAO, USDA, Agri-Food Canada,
CATIE, the Ministry of Agriculture of Costa Rica, EMBRAPA and INIFAP. It is being co-
sponsored by these institutions and IDRC.
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