
















































































































































































































































































































































































































4
BAENA SOARES UNANIMOUSLY RE-ELECTED
AS SECRETARY GENERAL OF OAS

The Secretary General of the Organization of American
States (OAS), Joäo Clemente Baena Soares, was
unanimously re-elected to another five-year term at its
Twenty-Eighth General Assembly, held in San Salvador
from November 14-19.

After thanking the Ambassadors for placing their trust in
him, Baena Soares added that the challenge the Organi-
zation faced was to undertake a vigorous plan of action
aimed at strengthening its role as the major "political
forum" of the inter-American system.

In this regard, he said that the OAS was aware of the
need to strengthen its role as an instrument of under-
standing and cooperation between Latin America, the
Caribbean and the United States.

"The OAS provides a channel for solving problems which
must be used. it should not be a mechanism for scattered
and isolated actions, but rather a means for harmonizing
and organizing concepts and ideas that will lead to a
definition of strategies and of terms of reference for
action," he remarked.

General Assembly sources said that, in order to
strengthen the work of the Organization as the political
forum of the hemisphere, successive meetings would be

held in 1989, first of the Permanent Council and later of

the Ministers of Foreign Relations of the hemisphere, to

define mechanisms of action that would make it possible

to achieve those goals.

In addition to adopting agreements aimed at combatting

drug trafficking and the arms trade, and issuing a call to

respect human rights, the Twenty-Eighth General As-
sembly also adopted and put into effect the Protocol of

Cartagena de Indias, by which the Charter of the Organi-

zation is amended.

The new document strengthens the role of the Secretary

General, and opens the way for membership of countries

such as Belize and Guyana, which had been excluded
under the former Charter.

Under Article 16 of the new Charter of the OAS, the
Secretary General may submit for consideration by the
General Assembly or the Permanent Council any matter
which, in his opinion, affects the peace and security of
the hemisphere or the development of the Member
States.

The Director General oi the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture (liCA), Dr. Martin E. Piheiro,
expressed his satisfaction al tine re-election of Baena
Soares.

Dr. Joäo Baena Soares, Secretary Genera/ of the OAS, and Dr. Martin E 'Diheiro' Director Genera/ Of IICA. Baena Soares was
elected to another five-year term at the recent General Assembly held in San Salvador.



5AGRICULTURE THE MOVING FORCE OF LATIN AMERICANDEVELOPMENT, SAYS OAS DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL

Latin America's development process will be movedforward by its agriculture, according to Val T. McComie,Deputy Secretary General of the Organization of Amer-ica States (OAS).

McComie made this statement during a visit, on Novem-ber 22, to the Headquarters of the Inter-American Insti-tute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), following theTwenty-Eighth General Assembly of the OAS, held inSan Salvador.

McComie met with the Director General of IICA, Dr.Martin E. Pifieiro, who informed him of the progress
made by IICA in preparing the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America and the Carib-
bean.

This task was entrusted to IICA by the Ninth Inter-
American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture
(ICMA), held in Ottawa, Canada, in September 1987.

THE KEY AL TERNA TIVE

According to the Deputy Secretary Genera: of the OAS,

because Latin America has so many comparative ad-

vantages with respect to other countries, agriculture

be the key to the development of the Latin American

economies.

Noting that development strategies had usually ignored

agriculture, despite its significant contribution to overall

exports, he said the time had come for a change.

In this regard, he recommended that governments and

all groups included in the sector should work together as

a team, inasmuch as experience had shown that integra-

tion and joint efforts always brought about satisfactory

results.

McComie mentioned as an example of close coopera-

tion the efforts of I ICA and the OAS in connection with the

Trifinio Plan, which was aimed at the comprehensive

development of an area bordering on El Salvador,

Honduras and Guatemala.

At the request of the OAS, IICA has drawn up projects

Zwe
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Dr. Val McCorn;e, Deputy Secretary Genera/ of the OAS,
visited IjCA Headquarters, where he met with the Director
General, Dr. Martin E. Piöeiro.

•aimed at improving food production, fostering economic
growth and developing infrastructure in the Trifinio area.

McComie took advantage of his visit to IICA to become
familiar with the IICA - Radio Nederland Training Centre
(RNTC) Project, which is training rural development
workers in the application of commu nication techniques.

He commended the project as a means for enabling
people in the rural areas to play an active part in the
development process through the application of commu-
nication techniques.
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"CA AND OAS PUT UNDER WAY SECOND STAGE OF TRIFINIO PLAN

On November 16, in San Salvador, Joao Clemente
Baena Soares, Secretary General of the Organization of
American States (OAS), and Dr. Martin E. Pifieiro,
Director General of the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture (l ICA) , signed an agreement
providing for comprehensive development of border ar-
eas in Central America.

Work on the project, which will have a duration of 24
months, will begin with the implementation of tasks
falling within the second stage of the Trifinio Project, as
set forth in the instrument to amend and extend the
technical cooperation agreement between the Govern-
ments of El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, the
General Secretariat of the OAS and IICA.

The central objective of the project is to collaborate with
the governments of the Central American countries in
carrying out studies and drawing up plans, programs and
projects for the comprehensive development of the bor-
der areas.

It also envisages the creation or strengthening of institu-
tional structures with a view to moving towards integra-
tion on the borders and arranging for funding of joint
actions and investments.

The project, which will be based in Guatemala, was
described as the second stage of the cooperation agree-
ment between IICA and the General Secreatriat of the
OAS on implementation of the plurinational project on
the development of the border areas of El Salvador,
Guatemala and Honduras, which expired on Novem-
ber 12.

According to OAS Sec retary General Baena Soares, this
agreement provides for the five Central American coun-
tries and Panama to work together in several border
areas on projects similar to the Trifinio Plan. It also
provides for an extension of the plurinational project on
development of the border areas of El Salvador, Guate-
mala and Honduras.

Present at the ceremony were Dr. Ricardo Acevedo
Peralta, Minister of Foreign Relations of El Salvador and
Chairman of the General Assembly of the OAS, and Al-
fonso Cabrera Hidalgo, Minister of Foreign Relations of
Guatemala, as well as representatives of other countries
of the region and high-ranking officials of inter-American
organizations.

Baena Soares noted that the technical cooperationprovided by the General Secretariat of the OAS and byIICA, as well as the financial contribution of the Commis-sion of the European Communities, had been crucial to

completion of studies and the taking of decisions aimed
at making the border integration project a reality.

In this regard, he stressed that with the completion of the
institutional consolidation stage, the foundations would
be laid for the border integration process to proceed in a
normal fashion.

Dr. Martin E. Pifieiro, Director General of IICA, said that
the Trifinio Project had begun as a dream, and after two
years of hard work, the first stage had been successfully
completed.

The second stage, he added, could prove to be very
important, from the political and technical standpoints, to
the development of the Central American countries and
Panama.

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE OAS

THE GENERAL ASSEMBL
HA VING SEEN:

The presentation made by •the Delegation of Guatemala,
supported by the Delegations of E! Salvador and Hondu-
ras, on the important project on comprehensive regional
development of the border area ot the three countries,
known as the Trifinio Plan, which is being carried out with
the support of the OAS, •llCAi the European Economic
Community, UNDP, the Central American Bank for
Economic Integration, IDB and friendly countries;.

CONSIDERING
That projects for the comprehensive development of
border areas provide a very effective tool for achieving
integration and development in Latin America and the
Caribbean;

RESOL VES:
1. To congratulate the Governments of Guatemala,
Honduras and El Salvador forthe efforts they are making

to achieve integration and regional development in the

Trifinio area.

2. To urge the General Secretariat of the OAS, the Inter-

American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture and

the other agencies which make up the inter-American

and the United Nations systems, as well as the rest of the

international community, to support this plan and other

similar initiatives carried out in the Central American

region and in the rest of the OAS member countries.



INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
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TO EXPAND PROGRAMS CARRIED OUT IN COLLABORATION WITH [ICA

Dr. Theodore Van Der Pluijm, Director for Latin Americaand the Caribbean of the International Fund for Agricul-tural Development (IFAD), announced that in 1989 theFund will strengthen and expand the programs it carriesout jointly with the Inter-American Institute for Coopera-tion on Agriculture (IICA).

Dr. Van Der Pluijm visited IICA Headquarters on De-cember 7 to hold meetings with Dr. Martin E. Pifieiro,
Director General; Dr. Jorge Werthein, Director ofExternal Relations, and Dr. Fausto Jordan, Director of
IICA's Program on Organization and Management for
Rural Development.

Van Der PEuijm discussed with the aforementioned IICA
officials the programs to be carried out in 1989 and the
progress made under the IFAD/IICA cooperation agree-
ment sigr:ed in October 1987, the purpose of which is to
promote agricultural development projects in the Latin
American and Caribbean countries.

The agreement provides for joint missions to conduct

studies and draw up agricultural projects based on the

capabilities of each country.

It also provides for IICA to take part in identifying and

drawing up the terms of loans funded by the FAD, and

to organize seminars, workshops and other technical

cooperation activities.

The IFAD representative stressed that the two agencies

had similar philosophies, and that, in particular, they

shared the view that agriculture and rural development

were fundamental factors in the overall economic struc-

tures of each country.

The reactivation of agriculture, he said, would enable

COuntries to play a greater role in markets for agricultural

Products and would help improve the economic and

social situation of subsistence farmers.

Van Der Pluijm pointed out that IICA was playing an

increasingly important role in discussions on agricultural

Policies and on programs directed at IFAD target groups,

such as poor farmers, the landless, and rural women and

Youth.

The Director for Latin America and the Caribbean of the
International Fund for Agricultura/ Development (FAD), Dr.
Theodoce Van Der Pluijm, announced that relations between
his organization and /JCÄ would be stepped up in 1989.

Those efforts, however, must go hand in hand with
government programs channeling resources to those
projects or target groups, within a framework of eco-
nomic policies designed to benefit the rural poor, he
added.

He said he felt such discussions were useful, inasmuch
as they enabled IFAD to ensure that their programs were
truly geared towards those groups.

He stressed that IICA and IFAD would be increasing their
collaboration, with regard both to project preparation and
to the discussion of development strategies by country.

He explained that IICA and IFAD would continue to send
joint missions such as those carried out in Mexico and
Brazil, where credit programs were being implemented
as a result of identification efforts undertaken jointly by
the two agencies.
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MERCEDES SOSA VISITS INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR

COOPERATION ON AGRICULTURE

The internationally renowned Argentine (01k singer Mer-
cedes Sosa, on tour in Costa Rica, visited with Latin
America communicators at the Inter-American Institute
for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).

On request, she sang "Maria, Maria," a song which, she
stressed, she did not want to turn into a feminist theme
song, but which was a song forwomen. Singing a capella
in her deep voice, with closed eyes and softly beating the
rhythm on the table, she sang this forceful song for
participants in the first workshop-course on radio broad-
casting for women, which included 22 representatives of
Central American countries, Mexico, Panama and the
Dominican Republic.

This activity was organized within the framework of the
llCA'Radio Nederland project on rural communications
and with the sponcorsh:p of the United Nations
Children's Fund

The communicatorz had pre se:ccted the song
"Maria, tuaria" as the therne for a series cf radio
programs entitled ZPara trebart Maria?" (Who
does tuaria work for?). The series deals, from various
angles, with the question of women entering the labor
force.

Mercedes Sosa answered many questions from the
participants, who were mostly women. "l am not artist
here: she stressed. "l am speaking as a woman, sharing
with other women."

To the classical question, "How do you, Mercedes Sosa,
see the Latin American woman?" she answered that it
was difficult to generalize. In Brazil, for example, the
African heritage was very deeply rooted, while in other
countries, there was a strong influence of indigenous
cultures, she explained.

She went on to say, however, that women in Latin
America had opened up a place for themselves: at work,
in the factory, in schools.

She harshly criticized the commercialization of the
media, and recommended that those who worked in this
field should make a great effort, She pointed to the
example of some television soap operas, which were
truly sinister.

She acknowledged, however, that some modern rock
stars, despite their international fame and their participa-

tion in the international mass media; "do stand up forthe
cause of needy children and human rights."

She was emphatic in stating that artists should not take
sides in politics, but should be politically aware. "That is
our role," she said.

Mercedes Sosa is a fervent advocate of peace and
understanding among people, especially as regards
Latin Americans. She recalled the words of the poet
Tejada Gomez, "...and he cut the bcead on the table and

doesn't know that that is peace." In that regard, she said

that many interests were working against peace, and
she appealed to the audience to defend it.

During one of her presentations at the National Theater

in Costa Rica, the audience had shouted "Mercedes,
don't die." As if responding to this, she said at IICA: "l am

like a cricket. You will hear me singing as long as I live."

During her visit to Costa Rica from November 3 to 6,

Sosa had lunch with llCA's highest authorities, including

Director General Martin E. Pifieiro, who introduced her

as a symbol of Latin America's finest values.
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pROCACAO BEGINS To CONSOLIDATE ITS WORK

Eight months after its establishment, the Regional Net-
work for Cacao Technology Generation and Transfer(pROCACAO) has begun a process of consolidation,
reported Guillermo Villanueva, coordinator of the pro-
gram.

"We have made progress in all the areas of work covered
by the network: management, research, training and
transfer of technology," he explained, adding that "we
are very close" to meeting the objective of increasing
production and farmer incomes.

PROCACAO, which covers the Central American coun-
tries, Panama and the Dominican Republic, was set up
with the economic support from the Regional Office of
the Agency for International Development (USAID/RO-
CAP).

It was put under way by the Inter-American Institute for

Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), which manages the

project; the Tropical Agriculture Research and Training

Center (CATIE), and the Honduran Agricultural Re-

search Foundation (FHIA).

The technical and executive committees of the Network

met at ltCA Headquarters on December and 2 to

approve the work plan for 1989, which is focused or, de-

veloping programs aimed at the training ot technicat

staff, improvement of seed quality, disease contro: and

technology transfer.

A POSITIVE BALANCE

Villanueva reported that the balance for 1988 was very

Positive. In research alone, several studies had been

completed; these dealt with management of high-yield

hybrids, disease prevention and treatment, and im-

provement of cultivation practices.

With regard to training, he said that from October 24 to

28, an international course on cacao production and

technology had been carried out at CATIE. This course

had given 21 specialists from the region the opportunity

to exchange their experiences on the status of cacao-

related activities in their countries.

He also attached great importance to the national semi-

nar, carried out in Costa Rica from November 30 to

December 2, on the disease known as "witch's broom"

(Crinipellis perniciosa), which had been detected in

Panama and which presented a serious threat to the

incipient cacao production of the isthmus.

Reviewing the activities carried out in other areas, he

said that several publications on crop management and

disease control had been prepared and distributed

throughout the countries. The response to these had

been very favorable.

Looking ahead to 1989, the PROCACAO coordinator

said that prospects were very encouraging, as two new

specialists would be working with the program: Dr.

James Corven, a specialist in institutional development,

and Dr. Jairo Cano, an expert in training and transfer of

technology.

Villanueva said that Cano would be responsible for

drawing up a regional training plan in which each country

belonging to the network would take part, while Corven

would be working with the national advisory groups

envisaged in the program.

...In research alone, several studies had

been completed; these dealt with manage-

ment of high-yield hybrids, disease preven-

tion and treatment, and improvement of cul-

tivation practices. ..

Speaking in an optimistic tone, he said that the technol-

ogy available in the region and the progress that would
be made through the network would make it possible to
improve cacao productivity in the region. It was esti-
mated that yields could be increased from 300 to be-
tween 800 and 1,200 kilos per hectare.
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IICA AND GEPLACEA SIGN TECHNICAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agricul-
ture (MCA) and the Group of Sugar-producing Countries
of Latin America and the Caribbean (GEPLACEA)
signed a general technical cooperation agreement
which is aimed at promoting the sugar sector.

In signing the document, Dr. Martin E. Pifieiro, Director
General of the Institute, and Dr, Jose Antonio Cerro,
Executive Secretary of GEPLACEA, stressed the impor-
tance of furthering the development of sugar-cane pro-
duction and sugar agroindustries in Latin America and
the Caribbean.

IICA and GEPLACEA undertook to draw up programs
and projects for developing agroindustries that would
help regenerate the countries' installed capacity for
sugar cane production.

The two organizations will exchange information and
studies on agroinductrial activities linked with the sugar
industry, as wc] as information cn the status of and the
outlook for international trade.

The agreement also provides for the carrying out of joint
research studies and for the transfer and adoption of

agroindustrial technology, with a view to making use of
the capital already invested in sugar mills.

GEPLACEA is a regional Latin American and Caribbean
agency which provides its member countries with con-
sultative, coordination and information services on
matters pertaining to the production and marketing of
sugar and its by-products.

The agreement, which will have a duration of four years,
also provides for courses, seminars and workshops to
be carried out, in order to improve the training of human
resources in the sector.

The operations set up under this agreement may include
the participation of one or several technical cooperation
and funding agencies -either public or private-, as pro-
posed by MCA or GEPLACEA.

The signing of this agreement is very timely, inasmuch
as GEPLACEA studies have shown that the difficulties
being experienced by the sugar industry in Latin America
have been aggravated by the situation prevailing on the
international market.

44

IICA and GEPLACEA agreed to draw upprograms and projects to help regenerate the countries' installed capacity for sugar cane
production.



PLAN OF JOINT ACTION FOR AGRI-CULTURAL REACTIVATION IN LATINAMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

BRAZIL REITERATES SUPPORT FOR IABA MEETING
Roberto de Abreu Sodre, Ministerof Foreign Relationsof Brazil, reiterated his country's support for the meet-ing of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA),which is due to approve, at its 1989 meeting, the Planof Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in LatinAmerica and the Caribbean.

At the meeting, to be held in Brasilia with the participa-
tion of 31 ministers of agriculture from the region, the
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
(IICA) will be presenting the Plan, preparation of which
was entrusted to it by the Ninth Inter-American Confer-
ence of Ministers of Agriculture, held in 1987.

At a meeting with IICA representatives, held in Brazil in
late November, the Foreign Minister said that the Plan
represented a step forward in efforts to modernize
agriculture, and added that institutions like IICA were
necessary in order to enhance relations among the
Latin American countries.

His opinion was endorsed by the Brazilian Minister of
Agriculture, Iris Rezende, who said that the Plan of
Joint Action prepared by IICA would be instrumental in
improving economic and social relations among the
Latin American and Caribbean countries.

In an optimistic tone, he added, "There is no reason

Above, left to right: Dr. Jorge Werthein, Director of Extorna/Ro/ations o/ IICA; Dr. Manuel Otero, IICA Representative in Brazil; Dr.

Abreu Sodre, Minister of Foreign Relations of Brazil; Luiz Augusto do Araujo Castro, Head of the International Agencies Depart-

ment, and Dr. Carlos Rucks, IICA Director of Operations for tho Southern Area.
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why there should be barriers between us and our neigh-
boring countries. We need to work together to over-
come the crisis."

According to Manuel Otero, recently appointed IICA
Representative in Brazil, joint efforts and exchanges of
experiences such as those envisaged in the Plan of
Joint Action will enable the Latin American countries to
pursue their own development.

IICA representatives informed Abreu Sodre and Re-
zende of the scope of the Institute's work in Brazil,
where it provides technical cooperation for 19 projects
aimed at small- and medium-scale farmers. In this
regard, Otero said that the Institute was also studying
the possibility of carrying out a plan to eradicate foot
and mouth disease; Uruguay and Argentina would also
take part in this plan.

Abreu Sodre said that the Brazilian Foreign Ministry
would help establish contacts with other nations, in the
interest of breaking down barriers between Brazil and
its neighbors.

This initiative was welcomed by Otero, who said it
would enable IICA to expand its work considerably.
"We are happy to hear that the doors are open. To-
gether we will work better," he said.

REPRESENTA TIVES OF SOUTHERN
AREA DISCUSS PLAN OF JOINT ACTION

Parallel to the meetings between IICA officials and the
Brazilian Ministers of Foreign Relations and of Agricul-
ture, a meeting of Institute Representatives in the
Southern Area countries was also held in Brasilia.

One of the main issues discussed at this meeting, held
from November 21 to 23, was the Plan of Joint Action
for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

L. Harlan Davis, Deputy Director General of the Insti-
tute, stressed that in the immediate future, IICA would
be assigning high priority to the proposal. Felix Cirio,
Coordinator of the Plan, briefly reviewed those aspects
which had been completed to date and commented on
those which still required attention.

Cirio also confirmed that the meeting of vice ministers
of agriculture to examine the Plan of Joint Action would
be held in Santiago, Chile, on March 6 and 7.

The Southern Area Representatives, for their part,

The Minister of Agriculture of Brazil, Dr. Iris Rezende, reiter-
ated his country's support to the holding of the meeting of the
Interamerican Board of Agriculture in October 1989, to Dr.
Manuel Otero, I/CA Representative in Brazil.

described the steps that had been taken in their respec-
tive countries to collaborate in the preparation of the
Plan.

At this meeting, Juan Felipe Yriart, consultant to IICA,
reported on the progress made in designing a project
for setting up a preinvestment fund for the preparation
of integration projects, in which special emphasis
would be placed on agroindustry.

Participating in the meeting were L. Harlan Davis,
Deputy Director General; Cassio Luiselli, Assistant
Deputy Director General for Operations; Jorge Wer-
thein, Director of External Relations; Felix Cirio, Advi-
sorto the Director General and Coordinator of the Plan;
Diego Londofio, Director of Programming and Evalu-
ation, and Carlos A. Rucks, Director of Operations for
the Southern Area.

Also attending were IICA Program Directors Carlos
Pomareda, Fausto Jordan, Rodolfo Quiros Guardia
and Harry Mussman. Edmundo Gastal, Director of

PROCISUR, represented the Director of Program ll.

IICA Representatives in the Southern Area who took

part in the meeting were Carlos J. Garramon (Argen-

tina), Manuel Otero (Brazil), Alfredo Alonso (Chile),

Luis Carlos G. Pannunzio (Paraguay) and Arnaldo l.

Veras (Uruguay).



3

International Advisory Commission holds third meeting:
PLAN OF JOINT ACTION REPRESENTS
A CHALLENGE To THE REGION

According to members of the International Advisorycommission (IAC), the Plan of Joint Action for Agricul-tural Reactivation in Latin America and the Caribbeanposes a real challenge to the region, inasmuch as it isbeing put forth at a time of crisis in which the countriesare being forced to change their development model.

At their third meeting, held December 5 and 6, 1988, atIICA Headquarters, the experts discussed subjects
such as "Industrial development: towards a new model
of intersectoral coordination" and "Human capital for
agricultural development in Latin America and the
Caribbean."

They also studied reports on access to markets and
intraregional trade and on a joint strategy for agricul-
tural reactivation in the Southern Area countries. They
discussed some preliminary proposals on investment
and funding mechanisms, as well as on institutional
mechanisms for the preparation and implementation of
the Plan cf Joint Action.

-9.

The IAC is made up of distinguished personalities

concerned with agriculture in Latin America and the

Caribbean who provide guidance in connection with

llCA's efforts to prepare the Plan of Joint Action,

pursuant to a mandate issued in September 1987 by

the Ninth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of

Agriculture (ICMA).

The members of the International Advisory Commis-

sion, who serve in their personal capacity, are Ralph

Campbell, of Canada; David Ibarra, of Mexico; Fer-

nando Homen de Melo, of Brazil; Miguel Urrutia and

Roberto Junguito, of Colombia; Edward Schuh, of the

United States; Lucio Reca, of Argentina; Alister
McIntyre, of Grenada, and Michel Petit, of France.

A TIME FOR NEW STRATEGIES

Dr. Fernando Homen de Melo, professor of agricultural
economics at the University of Säo Paulo and Director
for Brazil on the International Fund for Agricultural

The International Advisory Commission moots to discuss progress In tho preparatlon o/ the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the Caribbean.
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Development, noted that the external crisis which the
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean were
experiencing at this time made it necessary to devise
new strategies aimed at achieving the development
which had not been achieved through the import-
substitution model.

The Plan of Joint Action, which will be submitted to the
Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA) in October
1989, will provide a new economic model for the next
10 to 20 years, said Homen de Melo.

Another member of the Commission, Dr. Alister
McIntyre, former Secretary General of UNCTAD and of
CARICOM, added that now that the region was finding
it necessary to reconsider its development strategy, it
would have to assign a leading role to the agriculture
sector.

Agriculture acts not only as a generator of food for the
population, but also as a significant source of foreign
exchange, noted IAC members. Thus, they added,
agricultural exports would have to increase, if the
sector was to act as an axis of development.

McIntyre went on to point out that the Plan of Joint
Action represented a response to the guidelines drawn
up by the governments themselves; hence, the task
now would be to discover practical ways to implement
it, and to draw up the main initiatives to be proposed to
governments.

The International Advisory Commission was working
on this with IICA officials, with emphasis being placed
on research, education and training of human re-
sources, and promotion of exports, said McIntyre.

Although IICA was already working very actively in
those areas, the region's efforts must still be stepped
up, he added.

SUPPORT TO GOVERNMENTS

According to McIntyre, one of llCA's main tasks was to
help the Governments of the region clarify those
macroeconomic objectives and policies which directly
cr indirectly affect agriculture.

He suggested that attention should be given to design-
ing policies that would make farming more profitable
both for the farmers themselves and for investors.

According to Hornen de Melo, the goal of reactivating
the agriculture sector called for drastic changes to be

Dr. A/ister McIntyre, member of the

International Advisory Commission.

made. It was a question of breaking with the past and
facing the future with a new type of development.

In a realistic tone, Dr. McIntyre pointed out that the
changes proposed in the Plan of Joint Action could not
be carried out overnight. It would take time to put
effective policies into action.

Felix Cirio, Coordinator of the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation, said that the International
Advisory Commission would meet again in July, in
order to make some final observations on the proposal
to be submitted to the Inter-American Board of Agricul-
ture in Brasilia.

Prior to that, the document would be studied by the
Executive Committee of IICA. In addition, several
subregional consultative meetings were being
planned. The first would be held in March, in the
Southern Cone; the meeting for the Andean Area
would be held in April; the meeting on the Caribbean
would possibly be held in May, and two meetings were
planned for Central America, one with the vice minis-
ters and another with the ministers of agriculture.

"Action on this proposal must be absolutely dynamic,
in order to comply fully with the Ottawa Mandate,"
stressed Cirio.
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SECOND 
INTERNATIONAL 

MEETING OF JOURNALISTS

The second seminar on the role of the press in theagricultural reactivation of Latin America and the Car-
ibbean was held recently at the Inter-American Institutefor Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) in San José,Costa Rica. The main purpose of the seminar was toenable journalists to share an up-to-date vision of the

seventeen Latin American and Caribbean journalistsworking in the area of agriculture took part in thisactivity, which was organized by the Regional Councilfor Agricultural Cooperation in Central America, Me-xico, Panama and the Dominican Republic (CORECA)and the Spanish Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries andFOOd.

The seminar provided an opportunity for participants toexchange and systematize their experiences as jour-nalists responsible for handling agricultural information
in the written press and in other media.

They also discussed the mechanisms required to
coordinate the use of the media in connection with the
Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean.

Specialists and IICA officials participated in discus-
sions on subjects such as the organization of IICA in
the light of the economic and agricultural situation; ag-
ricultural and rural development and macroeconomic
policies; and the importance, to trade and agricultural
development, of the Uruguay Round of multilateral
negotiations in GATT.

They also discussed matters relating to rural develop-

ment and agricultural reactivation, the role of animal

health and plant protection in ensuring effective partici-

pation in international markets, the impact of the bio-

technology revolution on agricultural production, and

several aspects of the Plan of Joint Action for Agricul-

tural Reactivation in Latin America and the Caribbean.

S everal sessions were devoted to discussing the expe-

riences of participants in connection with their work in

the area of agricultural information, as applied to their

own particular media. They were also intoduced to the
methodology of message analysis, as applied to spe-
cialized agricultural journalism; this section of the
seminar also included a practical workshop.

In the final resolutions of the seminar, participants
expressed their support for the effort to organize an
inter-American association of agricultural journalists.
They also undertook to promote, in their own countries,
the results of the meeting and the program and strategy
guidelines developed by IICA to foster agricultural
reactivation in the region.

Journalists [rom Contral America, Panama, Mexico, Vene-
zuo/a and the Dominican Republic took part in the SecondSeminar on tho Role o/ tho Press in the Agricultural Reacti-vation o/ Latin America and the Caribbean.



6

RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL

MEETING OF AGRICULTURAL JOURNALISTS

The Second International Meeting of Agricultural Journalists has taken due note of the efforts made by the Inter_

American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) to organize, promote and bring together the professionals of

the hemisphere who work in the area of social communication, specializing in agricultural affairs.

These efforts of IICA are in keeping with our peoples' desire and legitimate aspiration for peace and development.

This initiative of the Council of Ministers of CORECA, which has been transmitted to IICA, reflects the agreements and

concerns of govermental and nongovermental institutions and individuals and of communications specialists who are

receiving training in these disciplines.

In view of these initiatives, the Second Meeting welcomes and endorses llCA's concern for reactivating agriculture in

Latin America, with a view to improving the living conditions and the quality of life of our peoples, especially the rural

populations. Realizing that journalists and social communicators concerned with agricultural affairs in general can and

should play a leading role in the economic, social and cultural development of the hemisphere, we hereby present the

following proposal, which is aimed at reinforcing the initiatives undertaken by IICA in this regard.

To request IICA to use the most expeditious mechanisms to establish a permanent seminar or training course in the

field of agricultural communication, which should be directed at three levels:
- To editors of social communication media;
- To agricultural communicators, both governmental and nongovernmental,

who are active in the profession;
- To technical personnel of extension services;
- To students of social communication.

To create an ongoing unit for research and study on social communication specializing in agricultural affairs, in order

to study in depth and expand on existing know-how and progress in thiS discipline. This unit could be set up in

collaboration with CIESPAL and FLACSO, with special attention being paid to subjects pertaining specifically to

agriculture.

To encourage IICA to include in its agenda, and periodically review progress at the regional level, in matters pertaining
to communications, as well as its role in the reactivation of the sector. This concern should be reflected in the conceptual
and program documents sponsored by IICA and other specialized international agencies.

To appeal to all communicators of the hemisphere, and especially to agricultural communicators, to express their
solidarity with the victims of the recent hurricanes which have struck several countries, especially Nicaragua, by
collecting concrete aid to be used for recovery from the damage caused, especially to agriculture.

To continue encouraging IICA to pursue its efforts to carry to fruition the establishment, within the shortest time
possible, of an inter-American association of agricultural journalists, the guidelines for which were established at the
first meeting.

To place on record our commitment to promoting, in our own countries, the results of this Second Meeting,
as well as the program and strategy guidelines developed by IICA in connection with the reactivatin Of
agriculture in Latin America and the Caribbean. Likewise, to consolidate existing organizations of agricultural
communicators and contribute to the establishment of such organizations.

The second international meeting of agricultural journalists takes note of llCNs efforts in publishing the bulletin entitled
Desarro!/o Rural en Marcha, as well as of other special news services. In pointing out this positive development' the
Second Meeting proposes that IICA further open up its information services so as to include in these news bulletins
the participation of other communications professionals, who work with either governmental or independent news
agencies, provided they deal with agricultural affairs.

Signed in San Jose, Costa Rica, on the 5th day of November, 1988.
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In Chile and Uruguay:
JOURNALISTS SUPPORT ESTABLISHMENT OFINTER-AMERICAN 

ASSOCIATION

Agricultural journalists from Chile and Uruguay, meet-ing in Santiago and Montevideo, spoke in favor ofestablishing an inter-American association to promotethe ongoing improvement of the profession and tostrengthen ties between colleagues of the region, witha view to fostering the integration processes of our

on November 29, more than fifty members of theuruguayan Association of Agricultural Journalists(A.U.P.A.) gathered at the facilities of the Uruguayan

At the meeting, in addition to discussing matters per-taining to their association, the journalists heard state-ments on the Strategic Plan of Joint Action for Agricul-tural Reactivation in Latin America and the Caribbean,which were delivered by Dr. Jorge Werthein, Director ofRelations of the Inter-American Institute forCooperation on Agriculture (IICA), and Dr. PedroOlmos, Deputy Director General of the Ministry ofAgriculture and Fisheries of Uruguay.

In addition, Osvaldo Grieco and Daniel Gomez, presi-
dent of A.U.P.A., shared with their colleagues what
they had learned at the first seminar on the role of the
press in the reactivation of agriculture, held in May,
1988, at i!CA Headquarters in Costa Rica, with the
participation of journalists from 10 Latin American
countries.

At the seminar, the representatives of Uruguay, Grieco
and Gomez, proposed to their colleagues the idea of
establishing an inter-American association, bearing in
mind the fact that national associations had already
been set up in Argentina and Uruguay.

After emphasizing the importance of pursuing efforts to

establish the association, the Uruguayan agricultural
reporters expressed their interest in establishing ties
with their colleagues from the rest of the hemisphere,

and with their associations.

In this regard, they said that the establishment of an

inter-American association could represent a valuable

O ntribution towards the achievement of the objectives

Of reactivation of the agricultural sector and the

Strengthening of integration processes in the hemi-

sphere.

They also stressed the need to enter into a closer
relationship with IICA, bearing in mind the journalists'
needs for information and training in matters pertaining
to the agricultural sector.

CHILE

The idea of establishing an inter-American association
of agricultural journalists to serve as a tool for collabo-
rating in the reactivation of agriculture, promoting inte-
gration and furthering the professional advancement of
reporters was also welcomed in Chile.

A meeting was held on December 1 with the participa-
tion of journalists from the newspapers La Tercera, El
Mercurio, and La Epoca, and of the magazines Chile
Agricola and Agroanä/isis. The Assistant Dean of the
School of Veterinary Sciences of the University of Chile
and the Dean of the School of Agronomy of the Catholic
University also took part.

Sandra Novoa, of La Epoca, said that the seminar held
in Costa Rica in May had proved to be a valuable
professional experience, both for herself and for her
colleague from El Mercurio. She suggested that the
proposal on the establishment of an inter-American
association which had emerged from that meeting
should also be taken up in Chile.

The participants welcomed the proposal and stressedthat their current meeting represented an important
step towards that end, inasmuch as it had provided an
opportunity for many colleagues to meet each other forthe first time.

They agreed that, in cooperation with the IICA Office inSantiago and with the support of the School of Agron-omy of the Catholic University and of the School ofVeterinary Sciences of the University of Chile, theyshould organize another meeting. This meeting shouldbe national in scope and should be open to a broaderrange of participants. Its purpose would be to discussthe role of the press in the reactivation of agricultureand the establishment of a national association, as afirst step towards the establishment of an inter-Ameri-can association.
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To implement the Plan of Reactivation:
IICA MAINTAINS CLOSE COORDINATION WITH

INSTITUTIONS IN THE CARIBBEAN

In order to ensure maximum efficiency in its efforts, the
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
(IICA) maintains close coordination with various Carib-
bean agencies participating in the implementation of
agricultural reactivation programs in the area.

At a recent meeting of the International Advisory
Commission which is participating in the preparation of
the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Caribbean, Dr. Reginald Pierre,
Director of the Caribbean Area of IICA, said that, with
a view to providing for proper coordination among the
various initiatives, the Standing Committee of Ministers
of Agriculture (SCMA) of the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) had requested that all projects and pro-
grams promoted by the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations (FAO), the Organization of
Eastem Caribbean States (OECS), and IICA join the
Regional Agriculture Sector Program (RASP).

Addressing the IAC at a meeting of that body held at
liCA Headquarters on December 5-6, Dr. Pierre added
that the Plan of Joint Action for the Caribbean Area
proposed by JICA would thus serve to complement and

support the Diversification Program being promoted by

OECS and RASP.

He also pointed out that the institutional mechanisms

proposed for RASP and for the Plan of Joint Action
were the same.

Dr. Pierre explained that in 1986, the SCMA had
requested the Secretariat of CARICOM to draw up a

plan for agricultural development in the area which
would address, among other issues, an evaluation of

the performance of the sector since 1975, the formula-

tion of objectives for its development, the identification

of priority areas and of projects for complying with these

objectives, and the assignment of institutional respon-

sibilities for carrying thern out.

In conjunction with several regional and international

agencies, including IICA, CARICOM has prepared a
regional plan of action, which was approved by the

SCMA at a special meeting held two months ago.

The plan provides for approximately 47 projects in
areas such as macroeconomic policies; agricultural,
forestry, livestock and fishery projects; planning and

administration; surveillance and quarantine systems;

generation and transfer of technologies, and develop-

ment of human resources.

In late November, in Saint Lucia, the OECS approved

an agricultural diversification program designed to
enhance the contribution of nontraditional exports to

the generation of foreign exchange.

The plan, drawn up by the Caribbean Development
Bank (CDB) and IICA, calls for the production and joint
marketing of nontraditional products, and for the up-
grading of embassies located in extraregional markets,
for the purpose of promoting the export of these prod-
ucts.

INSTITUTIONAL COORDINA TION MECHANISMS

To properly coordinate all these initiatives, the Stand-
ing Committee of Ministers of Agriculture of CARICOM
has established a ministerial subcommittee (MSC),
made up of the current chairman and the incoming and
outgoing chairmen of the Standing Committee.

To assist the subcommittee in its duties, the Regional
Agricultural Coordination Committee (RACC) was
established. The RACC is made up of the members of
the MSC, the directors of the regional agencies respon-
Sible for project implementation, the Secretary of
OECS, the Caribbean Industry and Commerce Asso-
ciation, IICA and FAO.

Finally, Dr. Pierre said that it had been suggested that,
at the national level, each Member State should desig-
nate an official who would be responsible for monitor-
ing project implementation and reporting to the RACC
and SCMA through the Secretaries of OECS and
CARICOM.

Dr. Pierre noted with satisfaction that IICA was partici-
pating actively in the deliberations of SCMA, and was
fully involved in CARICOM's decisions regarding agri-
culture.



IRECTOR GENERAL VISITS CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES

T. Martin E. Pifieiro, Director General of the Inter-merican Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)
isited several Caribbean countries, including Trinidad
Ind Tobago, Barbados and Dominica, from November 6

12, 1988.

Dr. Pifieiro's meeting with Government representatives
and officials of several organizations were highly posi-
live, reports Dr. Reginald Pierre, IICA Director for the
caribbean Area, who accompanied the Director General
on his trip.

In Dominica, Prime Minister Eugenia Charles undertook
to support the Institute in its negotiations with donor
agencies. In general, says Dr. Pierre, llCA's work in the
Caribbean is viewed in a very favorable light.

The Government representatives indicated that IICA
should play a central role in promoting ties between Latin

America and the Caribbean, especially by facilitating
technological exchange. They stressed llCA's contribu-

tion in this regard, but recommended that it increase

these efforts in future.

There was also a positive response to the decisions to

strengthen support for the Caribbean Agricultural Re-

search and Development Institute (CARDi) and to move

the office of the Director of Caribbean Area Operations

to the subregion.

The Government officials also commended IICA for its

rapid action in assisting with locust control efforts in the

Caribbean.

They pointed to the need for coordinating the work of

regional organizations in order to ensure maximum

benefits for the countries. This was stressed especially

by the Minister for External Affairs of Trinidad and

Tobago, Senator Sahadeo Basdeo.

In all the countries, the Director General examined the

Proposed Reactivation Strategy for the Caribbean,

which was prepared by IICA in collaboration with the

governments of that region, and that complements the

Plan for the agricultural sector which was recently ap-

Proved by CARICOM.

6/0

IICA Director General, Dr. Martin E. Piäeiro paid a visit to

several Caribbean countries. In Trinidad and Tobago he went

with the Ministerof Food Production, Dr. Lincoln Myers (right).

Accompanying them are IICA Representative Chelston Brath-

waite and Reginald Pierre, Director of Caribbean Area

Operations.

MEETINGS

tn Trinidad and Tobago, Dr. Pifieiro met with the afore-

mentioned Minister of External Aifairs and with Mr.

Lincoln Myers, Ministe( of Food Production, Marine

Exploitation, and ihe Environment. He also met

with representatives ct CARD! and ot the University oi

the West Indies.

In Barbados, he held discussions with Neville Nichols,

Acting Minister of External Affairs and President of the

Caribbean Development Bank, and with Warrick Frank-

lin, Minister of Agriculture. He also held working meet-

ings with officials of the United States Agency for Inter-

national Development (USAID) and of the Caribbean
News Agency (CANA).

In Dominica, the Director General met with the Presi-
dent, Sir Clarence Seignoret, with Prime Minister Eu-
genia Charles and with Charles Maynard, Minister of
Agriculture. He also held working sessions with the staff
of the IICA Offices in the three countries.
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ECONOMIC POLICY AND THE GENERATION

AND TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY IN AGRICULTURE

The modernization and technification of agriculture

should hetp ensure the international competitiveness of

the region's agricultural production, at a time when

technology plays a greater role in determining compara-

tix• advantages.

This view was put forth by Dr. Martin E. Piheiro, Director

General of IICA, and Dr. Carlos Pomareda, Director of

the Agricultural Policy Analysis and Planning Program.

Dr. Pomareda presented a paper on this question at the

First Latin American and Caribbean Conference on Eco-

nonio Policy, Technology and Rural Productivity, held in

from October 26 to 28, 1988.

According to Piheiro and Pomareda, price policies for

exportable products should be aimed at linking domes-

tic prices with international prices, in order to ensure the

competitiveness of exports and of the factors which

influence production costs. Such policies would thus

provide an incentive to farmers who are fully involved in

the market by giving access, on favorable terms, to the

factors of production.

The traditional agriculture sector, however, needs to be

able to rely on specific systems and to be organized in

such a way as to enable it to gradually get involved in

commercial production and receive the concomitant

benefits of technification and participation in interna-

tional trade.

In this regard, the State must play a more active and

selective role, making use of instruments such as guar-

antee prices, provision of inputs and credit, training, etc.,

in order to offset the adverse bias of overall macroecon-

omic and sectoral policies.

If the campesino sector is to benefit from the moderniza-

tion and revitalization of agriculture and overcome

poverty, it must have adequate access to the factors of

production, become better organized and market its

products, and see some public investments in infrastruc-

ture works, such as roads and schools, observed Piheiro

and Pomareda.

Economic policy is managed in the light of overall objec-

tives, but these must be consistent with specific goals;

Dr. Carlos Pomareda, Director of llCA's Program on

Agricultural Policy Analysis and Planning.

hence, the modernization of agriculture must be accom-

plished in an equitable manner.

According to Pifieiro and Pomareda, complications are

arising in connection with efforts to carry out this vision

of covering both general and specific objectives, and the

task will become more difficult unless those concerned

have a clear idea of the existing and potential levels of

technology that are available 10 the different social strata

in the agriculture sector of the countries of the region,

and realize the extent of the challenge posed by the new

technologies.

With regard to the issue of new technologies and eco-

nomic policy managment over the next few years,

Pifieiro and Pomareda hold the view that technological

development in agriculture will continue for quite some

time to be strongly linked to at least three components:

genetic materials, agrochemicals and mechanization.

The greatest potential benefits are still to be found in the

use of genetic materials, but economic policy must
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encourage the production of improved seeds and em-bryos, inasmuch as there is evidence that producers arewilling to pay the value of their marginal product for anincrease in productivity.

As regards agrochemicals and fertilizers, statistics donot reveal the sharp contrast in practices: most small-scale farmers do not use them at all, while a fewproducers use them excessively -and hence ineffi-ciently- as a result of the application of price subsidies.

In this regard, Pifieiro and Pomareda recommend that,
until such time as the shortage of financial resources is
overcome, small farmers should be given access to
technology for obtaining low-cost inputs.

With regard to mechanization, they point out that, since
there is evidence that substantial economic and social
gains can be obtained by increasing the productivity of
labor, there is no question that any increase in the
mechanization of agricu lture in order to raise productivity
and retain rural manpower will call [or implementation of

a public investment policy designed to develop human
resources in the rural sector. This must go hand in hand

with a wage policy that is compatibie •nth {he process of

increasing marginal productivity as a resui; raining.

At the same time, State interven{ionism stiff accounts for

a substantial share of public expenditures, both Ior

financing price differentials and for expenses re!atirg to

infrastructure and bureaucracy. Expenditures on tech-

nology generation and transfer, on the other hand, have

been minimal.

Piheiro and Pomareda note that the raiio of expenditures

for price management programs to amounts spent on

agricultural research and extension range -depending

on the country concerned- from 10.1 to 50.1.

Obviously, they add, in view of the challenge posed by

he new technologies and the need to use them ration-

illy, public expenditure patterns will have to be revised;

h is means that institutional changes will also have to be

nade. In this regard, domestic financial institutions must

be modernized rapidly in order to enable them to serve

variety of needs, including the production of improved

eeds or modern technological inputs (hormones,

.44
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embryos, etc.), and to provide technical assistance and
other services.

In conclusion, Pifieiro and Pomareda point out that, in
order for an equitable process of modernization to take
place in the agriculture of the region, clear policies
regarding the potential role of agriculture must be fol-
lowed, and there must be consistency between macro-
economic policies, agricultural policies and policies re-
lating to industrial and agroindustrial development. This
consistency must be based on a proper knowledge of the
social and technological level of current agricultural
undertakings and of how the adoption of new technologi-
cal patterns will create a multiplier effect both within and
outside the sector.
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STUDIES TO BE MADE ON IMPACT OF

RURAL DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

Latin America specialists will conduct studies in seven

countries of the region, with a view to measuring the

impact of policies promoting decentralization and farmer

participation on rural development programs.

The studies will be carried out in Argentina, Bolivia,

Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico and Peru, accord-

ing to Fausto Jordan, Director of the Program on

Organization and Managment for Rural Development of

the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agricul-

ture (IICA).

The studies will be concluded in mid-1989, he said, and

"then we will be able to systematize these experiences,

discuss them with specialists and draw up a document

which will be useful to the public and private sectors in

carrying out their suppott programs."

From November 28 to December 1, twelve rural devel-

opment experts met at 'ICA Headquarters to discuss the

terms of reference for the studies, as well as the time-

table, the methods and the strategies to be followed in

carrying them out.

This activity was carried out in the context of a seminar-

workshop on differentiated policies, decentralization

and farmer participation which, according to Jordan,

"brought together people who are very knowledgeable

in the specific field we wish to study."

The research will be funded by the Canadian Interna-

tional Development Agency (CIDA), which in August

1987 signed an agreement with IICA through which it will

support the five Programs carried out by IICA pursuant

to a mandate of the Ninth Inter-American Conference of

Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA).

...in Latin America, some 55 million small

farmers, working an area of around 20 million

hectares, generate 41 % ofproduction for do-

mestic consumption and 21% for exports...

At that meeting, held in Ottawa, Canada, in September,
1987, IICA received a mandate to draw up a Plan of Joint

Action for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin American

and the Caribbean.

DIFFERENTIA TED POLICIES

Mr. Jordan described differentiated policies as those

strategies which governments include within their

macroeconomic and sectoral programs for providing

State services and benefits to the sectors making up the

small-farmer economy (small-scale producers, minifun-

dio farmers and landless farm workers). He acknow-

ledged, however, that in the region, policies directed

at those groups were usually not singled out for special

attention.

Jordan quoted figures to show the importance of the
small-farmer economy; in Latin America, some 55 mil-

lion small farmers, working an area of around 20 million

hectares, generate 41 % of production for domestic con-

sumption and 21% for exports.

..a study of Latin American policies and
experiences in this field should bear in mind

the economic, political, social and fiscal
contexts in which strategies have been ap-
plied...

Policies on decentralization and smail-iarmer participa-
tion, he said, were those policies aimed at producing
concentration in power centers and encouraging local

governments and small-farmer organizations to become

involved in decision making on matters concerning rural

development.

Dario Fajardo, an expert on rural development, ex-

plained to workshop-seminar participants that a study of

Latin American policies and experiences in this field

should bear in mind the economic, political, social and

fiscal contexts in which strategies have been applied.

He said this would make it possible to look at the process

more objectively and move ahead in the task of ensuring

that Latin America's new development model provides

for an equitable allocation of resources to the different

sectors of production as well as a well-balanced distribu-

tion of the benefits of development.



In Memoriam:
DR. PEDRO N. ACHA

DR. PEDRO N. ACHA
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IICA recently lost one of its most distinguished officials

with the death, on August 27 in Baltimore, Maryland, of

Dr. Pedro N. Acha.

At the time of his death, Dr. Acha was Coordinator of

Inter-institutional Relations at the IICA Office in Wash-

ington, D.C.

Dr. Acha came to IICA after a long and successful

career with the Pan American Health Organization

(PAHO), where he served in several high posts, includ-

ing those of Area Director for Health Service Infrastruc-

ture, Director of Regional Programming and Operations,

and Representative in Argentina.

While at PAHO, he had developed a close working

relationship with IICA when, from 1980 to 1982, thanks

to an agreement between IICA and PAHO, he worked

with the Insitute in several very successful coordination

and planning activities. He helped organize llCA's pro-

gram on animal health, a field which specially interested

him and in which he had considerable experience.

A native of Peru, Dr. Pedro Acha received his degree as

a veterinarian from the Universidad Nacional Mayor de

San Marcos, which later also granted him an honorary

doctoral degree. He did graduate study at the University

of California at Berkeley, where he received a master's

degree in public health.

Dre Acha wrote and published a iarge number of works,
and papers at some of the most distinguished
scientific meetings. His book Zoonosis and Communi-
cable Diseases Common to Man and Animals, co-

authored with Dr. Boris Szyfres, has been translated into
several languages, and represents one of the greatest
contributions to human and animal medicine in recent
years.

Through his successful and fruitful career, Pedro N.
Acha, an impeccably honest professional and untiring
worker, has left and indelible mark and will not be
forgotten by his friends and colleagues.
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
SHOULD INCLUDE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR

Latin America should promote an industrial develop-

ment strategy that involves the agricultural sector, in

order to allow for the consolidation of agroindustry and

enable it to play a greater role in the reactivation process

of the region, recommended one specialist.

In a preliminary study for the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), Eduardo Jacobs
suggests that the strategy he proposes should be man-
aged by the secretariats of industrial development or by
the secretariats of agriculture.

... in Latin America, the share of agroindustry

in manufacturing value added fell from 31.8%

in 1960 to 25.8% in 1981, as a result of the

great emphasis given to industrial develop-
ment...

He stresses, however, that in orderto obtain satisfactory

results, it is essential to build both an administrative and

a political space, so as to allow for the full operation of

nuclei of "agroindustrial revitalization," that is, enter-

prises which are suitable and high-yielding.

Jacobs describes the situation of the sector in detail in a

research study dealing with agroindustrial development

in the agricultural reactivation strategy and economic

development, focusing on prospects and requirements.

According to the official figures he was able to obtain,

trade in agroindustrial products, with the exception of

coffee and cacao, totalled US$254 billion in 1985, or

13% of all world trade for that year.

According to Jacobs, an overview of the status of agro-

industrial development in Latin America will show that it

has been geared mainly towards the production of food

forthe domestic market; this explained its relative growth

over the last few years.

He adds that the few products that are exported are

generated by external stimuli, i.e., through firms con-

cerned with marketing or direct investment, and by
specific demands within the sector.

In the author's view, policies specifically designed to
promote agroindustrial development have not yet been
developed in Latin America. Thus, the relative growth of
this sector has been due to its taking advantage of
incentives promoting industrialization and the availabil-

ity of low-cost raw materials.

Another shortcoming discovered by Jacobs concerns
the lack of attention given to rural agroindustry. In gen-

eral, it has been neglected in official strategies which see

centralism as the only way to produce food that satisfies

foreign consumption patterns.

To correct this situation, he recome nds that strategies be

redefined and geared toward ensuring that rural agroin-

dusty play a major role in integrating the agricultural and

transformation sectors, influence food supply and con-

tribute to the growth of the small-farmer economy.

In another section of his study, the expert notes that in
Latin America, the share of agroindustjy in manufactur-
ing value added fell from 31.8% in 1960 to 25.8% in 1981,

as a result of the great emphasis given to industrial
development.

...trade in agroindustrial products, with the
exception of coffee and cacao, total/ed
US$254 billion in 1985, or 13% of all world

trade for that year...

Jacobs attaches great importance to the role of transna-

tional corporations (TNCs) and recommends that the

Latin American countries apply a policy which goes be-

yond the classic emphasis on control, monitoring and

transfer of profits, which is applied at present.

Specifically, he advises the countries to take advantage

of the control which the TNCs have over the flow of

international trade in agroindustrial products so as to
This

promote sales of Latin American commodities.
would, of course, benefit both parties.
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Service:
ANDBOOK ON THE COMMERCIAL STORAGE OFRUITS, VEGETABLES AND FLORISTRY AND NURSERY STOCKS

book entitled Almacenamiento comercial de frutas,gumbres y existencias de floristerias y viveros (The)mmercial storage of fruits, vegetables and floristry
Ad nursery stocks), to be published soon by the IICAditorial Service, describes factors which can have annportant impact on the preservation of the quality ofesh fruits and vegetables and floristry and nursery
tocks during cold storage.

;ome of the factors mentioned are precooling, the pro-
juction heat of each product, the recommended envi-
onment, air movement, sanitary requirements, refrig-
eration supplements and several types of damage which
can occur. Recommended storage conditions as well as
an indication of potential life span are given for each type
of product.

n each case, the conditions should not be considered
absolute or definitive, but rather as safe limits within

hich the various products can be stored under normal
conditions.

Temperatures recommended are optimum for pro-
nged storage; for short-term storage, however, higher

emperatwes than those indicated might prove satisfac-

ry.

Products that are more sensitive to cold, however, can

be stored for several days at temperatures Lowe? Ihan

those recommended.

Exceptions included bananas, cucumbers, eggplant,

okra, pumpkins, potatoes for processing, sweet pota-

toes, ripe tomatoes and orchids.

The key words in the text are air circulation, ammonium

damage, damage caused by cold, storage of merchan-

dise, controlled atmosphere, damage caused by freez-

ing, fumigation, evolution of heat, radiation, precooling,

quality, refrigeration, relative humidity, respiration rate,

Sanitation, temperature, waxing and weight loss.

he handbook was written by Robert E. Hardenberg,

Alley E. Watada and Chien Yi Wang, and translated by

Fernando Duran Ayanegui from Agricultural Handbook

NO . 66, published by the United States Department of

Agriculture. It is an extensive revision of the 1968 edition

Written by R. E. Hardenburg and the late J. M. Whiteman,

Of the U.S. Department of Agriculture at Beltsville, Mary-

land.

ALMACENAMIENTO

COMERCIAL DE FRUTAS,
LEGUMBRES Y EXISTENCIAS

DE FLORISTERIAS Y VIVEROS
Robert E 'tVaY;r.dc; • v, Wrung

The book, which measures 8 1/2" x is 150 pages
long, and the first Spanish edition is No. 16 in HCA's Re-
search and Development Collection.

Since the 1968 edition was published, much new infor-
mation has been generated as a result of research on
temperature and humidity requirements and refrigera-
tion supplements.

This handbook provides a summary of up-to-date rec-
ommendations on the storage of vegetable crops.

For readers seeking further information, there is a
lengthy, though far from complete, list of references.

The handbook is directed mainly at those involved in
marketing (storage operators, warehouse personnel,
transporters, distributors, inspectors, etc.), researchers,
and persons concerned with preserving the quality of
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IICA

REPRESENTATIVE
IN ECUADOR

Mario Blasco Lamenca is the new IICA Representative
in Ecuador. He studied law and agricultural engineer-
ing at the University of Barcelona, Spain, and at the
National University of Colombia, in that order. He subse-
quently obtained a master's degree in agricultural chem-
istry and a doctoral degree in soil biochemistry at the
University of London in England.

A native of Spain, Dr. Blasco has held many posts,
including the following: Dean of the School of Agricul-
tural Sciences of the University of Narifio, Colombia;
professorat CATIE in Turrialba, Costa Rica; agricultural
research specialist for the IICA Andean Area, in Lima,
Peru; and IICA Representative in Colombia.

HCA

REPRESENTA TIVE

IN PARAGUA Y

Dr. Luiz Carlos Giotto Pannunzio, of Brazil, is the new

IICA Representative in Paraguay. He studied econom-

ics at Mackenzie University in Canada.

Throughout his professional career, he has held impor-
tant posts, including the following: From 1 971 to 1977, he

was a project specialist for the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank (IDB) in Washington, D.C. From 1979 to
1985, he served as advisor and coordinator for bilateral
cooperation on the Brazilian National Council for Scien-
tific and Technological Development. From 1985 to the
present, he served as head of international advisory
services of the Brazilian Agricultural Research Corpora-
tion (EMBRAPA).

"CA IN THE NEWS

La Repüblica
Montevideo, November 26. Under the headline "Re-
gional cooperation stressed in negotiations with EEC "
this Uruguayan morning paper covered a seminar of-
fered on the European Common Agricultural Policy and
cooperation for development. The seminar was co-
sponsored by the Inter-American Institute for Coopera-
tion on Agriculture (IICA) and Spain's Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and Food (MAPA).

The officials attending the seminar reaffirmed the need
for integration and cooperation so as to increase the
impact of cooperation programs on the development of
the region.

THE SUN
Trinidad and Tobago, November 8. This newspaper
gave ample coverage to the visit of Dr. Martin E. Piheiro,
Director General of the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) to Trinidad and To-
bago. During his visit, Dr. Pifieiro presented the reporton
the agriculture sector of Trinidad and Tobago prepared
by Byron Noble, agricultural economist of the Secretariat
of the Caribbean Community in Guyana, to Lincoln
Myers, Minister of Food Production, Marine Exploitation,
Forestry and the Environment, with a view to establish-
ing technical cooperation programs between liCA, the

Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development ln-
stitute (CARDI) and that Ministry.

LA ESTRELLA DE PANAMA

FUNOAOO
Miembro de Sociedad Interunerican• de Pren••

Panama, November 9. This Panamanian newspaper

reported on the general technical cooperation agree-

ment signed by the Inter-Ame rican Institute for coopera-

tion on Agriculture (IICA) and the Group of Sugar-

producing Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean

(GEPLACEA).

This agreement provides for the development of agroin-

dustrial programs and projects in order to help regener-

ate the countries' installed capacity for producing

sugarcane.
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
Representativo: Franz Alexandor•

ARGENTINA
Representative: Carlos Garramón
Office Location: Defensa, 113,
Piso 7, 1065
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Mailing Address: 2448 Buenos Airos - Ar-
gentina.
Telephones:346127/9037/1375/5413/
3315608
Cable: IICABAIRES (specify 11CA-Argentina
in the text).
Telex: IS660 DELPHIAR
Electronic Mail: 2844

BARBADOS
Representative: Michael Moran
Office Location: Dalmeny, Pine Hill,
chael
Barbados, WI
Telephones: 4274740 - 4274742
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 705-C
Cable: IICABARB
Telex CAS: 2446 IICAWB
Electronic Mail: 549
FAX: 001809-429-3509

BOLIVIA
Represcntative: Benjamín Jara
OfficeLocalizn: Ave. 20 de
Octubre entre Juan José Pérez y
Aspiazu, Ec piso 12,
La Paz, BoEi"ia
Telephones: 374988, 352086, 371892

Mailing Address: Casilla 6057
Cable: IICA
La Paz. Solivia
Telex: 3355 IICABV - 3266 OEABV

BRAZIL
Representative: Manuel Rodolfo Otero

Office Location: SHIS 01-05. Bloco "D"

Comercial Local, 71600 Brasilia, D.F.

Mailing Address: Caixa Postal 09-1070,

71600 - Brasilia D.F.
Telephones: 248.6799-5477-5647-5531

Cable: IICABRASIL
Telex: 611959 INACBR
Telex OAS: 611055 OEABR
Electronic Mail: 1536

FAX: (005561 )2485807

CANADA

Representative: Ernani Fiori
Suito

Office Location: 130 Albert Street,

1002, Ottawa, Ontario, KIP5G4

Telephone: (613) 230-1044

Electronic Mail: 2166 IICACND

FAX:

COLOMBIA
Representative: Augusto Donoso

Office Location: Carrera 30,

Calle 45, Ciudad Universitaria, Bogotá

Telephones: 2697100
Mailing Address: Apartado Aéreo 14592

Cabio: IICABOG
Tolox OAS: ,14669 OEACO
Electronic Mail: 1836
FAX: 2696039

COSTA RICA
Coordinator of Plan of Action: José
A. Holguín
Office Location: Carrotora a Coronado
Provincia do San José, Costa Rica
Mailing Addross: Apartado 55,2200
Coronado, Costa Rica
Telephono: 29-02-22
Cable: IICA
Telox: 2144 CR
Electronic Mail: 1332
FAX: (506) 294741

CHILE
Representativo: Alfredo Alonso
Office Location: Ave. Apoquindo
No. 4431, Santiago, Chile
Mailing Address: Casilla 244, Corroo 34
Telephones: 485363, 2283003
Cable: IICA
Telex: 240644 IICACL
Telex OAS: 440196
Electronic Mail: 2130
FAX: (562) 2283003

DOMINICA
Representative: Franz Alexander*
Office Location: c/o Division of Agriculture,

Botanical Gardens, Commonwealth of

Dominica, W.l.
Telephone: 448-4502
Send telex to St. Lucía
Electronic Mail: WINDIICA 1561

FAX: 001809-44-85898

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Representative: Gilberto Páez

Office Location: Ave. nepública del Libar,o

Esquina de Flay Cipriano de Utrera,

Centro de los Héroes,
Santo Domingo, República Dominicana

Telephones: 532-5312, 533-7522, 533-

2797
Mailing Address: Apartado 71 1

Cable: IICAOEA
Tolex: 3460350 IICARD

Telex OAS: OEARD
Electronic Mail: 537

ECUADOR
Representativo: Mario Blasco

Office Location: Avo, Mariana do Josús

No, 147 y La Pradera No. 322

Quito, Ecuador
Tolcphonos: 5504450

Mailing Addross: Apartado 201 -A

Cable: IICA - Quito - Ecuador

Tolox: 22837 IICAED
Telox OAS: 22161 OEAED
FAX: 563172

EL SALVADOR
Representativo: Ramón Montoya.

Offico Location: 61 Avenida Norto

y la C. Pto.
Edificio Bukolo 2da. Planta, San Salvador,

El Salvador
Tolophonos: 23-25-61, 23-37-74

Mailing Addross: Apartado (01) 78

Cablo: IICA - San Salvador - El Salvador

Tolox OAS: 20246 OEAES
Eloctronic Mail: 2144

UNITED STATES
Roprosontativo: David Black

Offico Location: 1889 F. Stroot,

suite 820, Washington D.c., 20006-4499

Tolophonos: (202) 458-3767, 458-3768,

458-3769
Cable: IICAWASH UT
Tolox: 197649 IICA UT
Tolox OAS: 248381 OASUT
Electronic Mail: IICA US 408

FAX: (202)4586335

CRENADA
Representativo: Franz Alexander•

Office Location: Cottage No. 25,

Morne Rouge, St. Goorge's Granada

Telephone: 4547
Mailing Address: P.O.Box 228
Cable: IICA
Telex: 3417 IICAGA
Advisable to send telox to St. Lucia

Telex OAS: 6302 OASLC
Electronic Mail: WINDIICA 1561

GUATEMALA
Representativo: Armando Reyes
Office Location: Primera Avenida
8-00, zona 9 / Código Postal 01009
Guatemala, Guatemala, C.A.
Telephones: 362306 - 362795 - 316304
Mailing Acldtess•. 1815, Código Postal 01901

Cablo: IICA - Guatemala - Guatemala
QAS:S977 OEAGU

Electronic Mail: 213,3
FAX:

GUYANA
Representativo: George Buckmito
Oflico Location: 229 Church Stteet
Quoonstown
Georgetwon, Guyana
Tolephonos: 68347, 68835
Mailing Address: P.O. Box
Cable: IICA - Georgetown - Guyana
Tolox: 2279 IICAGY

HAITI
Representativo: Percy Aitkon-Soux
Office Location: 18 lóro Impasso
Lavaud
Port-au-Princo, Haití
Tolophones: 5-3616, 5-1965

• Tho Representativo of this Office is basod
in the IICA Oftico / St. Lucia.
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SURINAME

Mailing Address: B P. 2020
Cable: IICAPFHAITI
Telex: 2030511 ltCAH
Telex OAS: 3490047 OEAHAI
FAX: (0050?) 1-54034

HONDURAS
Representative: Juan Antonio Aguirre
Off• Location: Edificio Palmira,
230 PISO (Frente Hotel Honduras Maya)
Telephones: 1-sc-S282-72S4
Mailing Address: Apartado 1410
Tegucgalz Honduras
Cable: "CA - Tegucigalpa - Honduras

OAS: OEAHO
Electroncc Mail: 2139
FAX: (0050+315472

JAMAICA
Representative: Can Hurwitch
Office Location: 11 Fairway Ave.
Kingston 6, Jamaica
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 349
Kinston E. Jamaica
Telephones: 9276462, 924337, 9270007
Cable: IJCAUA

OAS: 2270 OASUAM
Eiectroruc t.'.ail: 1757
FAX: (809) 9276933

MEXICO
Representative: Héaor Morales
Office Location : Shakespeare
N'. 30, Pnmer Ptso. Colonia Anzures,
México, C.F. Méx,co 11590
Mailtng Address: Apanado Posäl 5-345,
México, D.F., Méxiæ 06500
Teiephones: 250-71-54, 531-52-03,
531-59-02. 545-€144, 54544-62
Cable: IICACROEA

OEAV,EX - 176375
IICAME
Correc Eiectrånico: 304

NiCARACUA
Representative: Alfonso Chitinos
Offu Location: Repratc Belmonte
Casa t". 50, Managua. t•jcaragua

51443, 51-7-57
Address: Apartado 4830

Cabie• IjCA - Managua - Nicaragua

Telex: 2274 IICANK

Telex OAS: 1004 OEANK

FAX: 5215S

Representative: Eduardo Salvadö

Office Locaion: Via Espaäa. No. 124

del CITIBANK) Piso 7,

Ofcinas 703 y 704
Telephones: 69-5779, 69-5308

Vailing Address: 10731

Zona 4, Panamå
Cable: IICA Panamå - Panamå

Telev. CATIEPA 33S2 or 2713 OEAPAC

Electonic Mail: 2500

FAX: 07690459

PARAGUAY
Representaive: Luiz Carlos Pannunzio

Office Location: Calle Juan E. O'Leary

409, E&ficio Para", 5 Piso- Paraguay

Telephone: 90740 y 650
Mailing Address: Casilla de Conecs: 2S7

Cable: IICA
Telex: 5359 PYIICA
Telex OAS: 165 OEAASN
FAX: (00595)2191346

PERU
Representaive: Israel Tineo
Office Location: Alvarez Calderén
No. 535, San Isidro, Lima, Perü
Telephone: 22-28-33
Maifing Address: Apartado No. 14-0185,
Lima 14 - Perü
Cable: IICA - Lima - Perü
Telex OAS: 25281 OEAPE
Electronic Mail: 2099
FAX: 5114-424554

SAINT LUCIA
Representative: Franz Alexander
Office Location: Choc Bay
Telephones: 25482. 21688
Mailing Address: P.O.Box 1223
Castries, St. Lucia
Telex OAS: 6302 OASLU
Electronic WINDIICA 1561

SAINTVINCENT AND THE GRENADINES
Representative: Franz Alexander'

Representative:
Office Locaton: 

-
Oude Direc&ursv.znhg
Paramanso, Suinan
Telephones: 72710,
V.ajüng Address: P.O. Box
Caste: IICASUR
Telex: 167 SURTCAS%

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Representative: Chestn
Office Locaion: Pannel Ker
Forster Buznc
Orange Grove Rd-

Port of sem & T, w.l.
Telephones: SC-I OSS,
(Director)
Y.'zitng Ad&ess: IICA Cfice
ToSego

Caste: IICAPOS
Telex: (Public Beth) 24508 EEE.••
Telex OAS: 22244 CASÄ%'G

Electonic Mai: 1574

URUGUAY
Representative: Amado L Ve-:s
Office Locaton: Cate Andes ISSS,
K'.•ntevideo, Uruguay
Te!ephones: @20424

Address: Se Co.—ecs

- Vontev<eo - Urc=y
(ICAUY - 22571

FAX:

VENEZUELA
Represent2t+€e: Segura

Office Centro Vilasni,
Piso 1 1, Esqcina Se Puente y

Telephones: ,
571-SOSS,

Mailing A&ress: Ape•t2So 534, Ca-=s

Cable: liCA
Telex OAS: 21533 OEAVE

2305

FAX: (005S)

•The Representm• ot his s

in the IICA Office t Saint

news bulletin on activities of the Inter-American Institute tot Cooperation
IICA. Published monthly, in separate Spanish and English editons, by IICA•

NEWS cations Division, Public Information Unit. Address: Apdo 55-2200 Coronado,

Editor in Chief: Miguel Marti Edtors: Beatriz Jåuregui, 
Costa Rica. 

Cando 
Cable. 

Jiménez, 
IICASANJOSE. 

Patricia Leon. 
Telex: 

Translator: 
2144 IICA. 

Barbara 
Telephone: 

Bryan 
290222.
deJimena Ugarte. Art' Beatriz Jåuregui. Director of External Relations: Jorge Werthein.
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