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The Minister of Agriculture of Jamaica, Seymour Mullings (night), visited lICA Headquzrtsrs and met with the Depuly Dirscior
General, Reed Hertford, to review the technical cooperation actions of the Institute in his couniry. Thay aiso discussad the
issue of banana trade.
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English translation and editing: Paul Murphy,
Barbara Cohen and Susana Raine. Directorof
Exemal Relations: Jorge Werthein.

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture (IICA) is headquartered in San
Jose, Costa Rica. Itis the specialized agency
for agriculture of the inter-American system. It
was founded by the govemments of the hemi-
sphere in 1942 to encourage, promote and
support the efforts made by its Member Sates
for agricultural development and rural well-
being. It has 33 member countries and 16 per
manent observers.



Jamaican Minister of Agriculture Visits IICA

uring a visit to IICA Headquarters on January 20, the

D _Ministgr of Ag_n‘culture of Jamaica, Seymour Mullings,
rpet with Institute officials to review [ICA's technical coopera-
tion in his country.

Mullings, who visited Costa Rica at the invitation of his
counterpant, Juan Rafael Lizano, was received by the
Deputy Director General, Reed Hertford. For the last two
years, lICA's technical actions in Jamaica have focused on
technology generation and transfer and rural development.

In connection with technology generation and transfer, IICA
has provided support to Jamaica's Rural Development
Agency (RADA) for strengthening and simplifying its
administrative systems. Cooperation in rural development
has focused on three initiatives: designing methods for
training relative to planning farm activities and recording farm
data; compiling and processing data on production costs;
and, lastly, developing farm models.

Jamaica benefitted from the action of IICA's multinational
efforts, through projects dealing with agricultural policy,
technology transfer for agricultural development, moderniza-
tion of quarantine information systems, rural women, and sur-
veillance and monitoring of agricultural pests and diseases.

Banana trade was another issue discussed by Mullings with
IICA authorities. Regarding the quota systemforbananas, he
recognized the "punitive nature” of the conditions imposed
on producers from Central and South America

Nevertheless, he said that the quota system is necessary to
provide Caribbean countries with access to the European
market, under advantageous conditions. He stresse the fact
that this situation has been discussed with representatives of
producer countries in Latin America.

Last December, European Community authorities agreed to
admit up to 2 million metric tons of bananas annually from
Latin America, with tariffs varying from 20%-25%. If produc-
ers exceed the established quota, the exporter must pay
170% of the value of the fruit in order to enter the EC market.
This restriction will go into effect in July.

In this regard, the Minister acknowledged the difficulty of
negotiating a possible opening in which producers from the
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Minister Mullings discussed the different effects of banana quotas
on Caribbean and on Latin American farmers.

Caribbean and Latin America can compete in a free market,
recalling that one of the objectives of the 1989 Lomé
Convention was to prevent former African, Caribbean and
Pacific colonies from being placed in a position that is
less favorable than they enjoyed in the past, or currently

enloy! B st




Headquarters
R eed Hertford, a U.S.
citizen, who assumed
the position of IICA Deputy
Director General in Decem-
ber 1992, believes firmly that
"agriculture plays and will

continue to play a key role in
development.*

Hertford, who occupies the
second highest position

University of New Jersey,
where he also served as an
associate professor of Agri-
cultural Economics and
Marketing. He also taught at
other universities, including
Princeton.

Atthe Intemational Center for
Tropical Agriculture (CIAT),
he was Chairman of the

New Deputy Director General

Agriculture's Key Role in Development

within the Institute, holds a
Ph.D. in economics from the
University of Chicago, and is
a graduate of the University
of California at Berkeley in
agricultural economics and
business administration.

Since 1989, he served as
Executive Director of the
South-East Consortium for
International Development
(SECID), the largest regional
consortium of universities in
the Uniled States, which
brings together 29 universi-
tiesand one research center.

From 1982 to 1989, he was
Director of the International
Agricultural and Food Pro-
grams at Ruigers, the State

During his many years
with the Ford Founda-
tion, Hertford was able
to become well ac-
quainted with the Latin
American and Carib-
bean countries.

Board of Trustees (1981-
1985). During this period, he
also presided over meetings
of the Group of Chairmen of
all international centers in
the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural
Research (CGIAR).

Twelve years with the Ford
Foundation gave him an
opportunity to learn more
about the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean,
as well as Asia and the
Pacific. He was advisor for
Agriculture and Resources
for Asia and the Pacific from
1979-1981, for Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean
from 1977-1979, and for
the Andean Region and
the Southern Cone from
1975-1977.

Previously (1970-77), he
served as advisor for the
Ford Foundation's Agricul-
tural and Economics Pro-
gram in Colombia and Vene-
zuela, and was a visiting pro-
fessor at the Universidad
de los Andes and at the

Colombian Agri-
cultural Institute/
Universidad
Nacional Escue-
la de Gradua-
dos. He began
his professional
career at the
United States
Department of
Agriculture, as-

Reaffirms

Escobar

signed to Mexico
City.

Phota/R.

Hertford main-

tains that all models of techni-
cal cooperation are changing
rapidly, given developments
around the world, with coop-
eration that divides countries
into donors and beneficiaries
being replaced by “two-way
cooperation and real colla-
boration among equals."
Also, there is a need for bal-
ance between cooperation
aimed at the public and
private sectors.

In this regard, he stated that
IICA, in its search for new
mechanisms, will be enhanc-
ing its relations with the
private sector. "This is a
great challenge," he added.

THE TASK AHEAD

In addition to supporting
and advising the Director
General, Martin E. Pifeiro -
whose term is ending early
next year- Hertford expects
to help ease the transition of

Reed Hertford

The type of coopera-
tion that divides
countries into do-
nors and beneficiar-
ies should be re-
placed by one of
‘two-way coopera-
tion and real col-
laboration among
equals.”

administrations. In his first
months, he has focused on
financial and administra-
tive matters. He has also
assisted in the delicate task
of decentralizing the admini-
stration of |ICA, and of
granting greater responsibi-
lities to unit heads and, es-
pecially, to Representatives
in the countries."




Experts to Draw Up Guidelines for the Next Four Years

A ﬁg):p of experts will evaluate

's 1987-1993 Medium Te
Pla(l (MTP) and the actions taken by tr\T;
Iqstnute during the time it was in effect,
with a view to proposing guidelines and
recommendations to serve as inputs for
drafting the 1994-1997 MTP.

The group is coordinated by Roberto
Vasquez Platero, of Uruguay, and is
made up of Doug Daniels, of Canada;
John Pino, of the United States of
America; Rafael Villeda Toledo, of
Honduras; Lincoln Meyers, of Trinidad
and Tobago; and Carlos Gustavo Cano,
of Colombia. The G-6, as the group is
known within IICA, has prepared a work
plan for the coming weeks that includes
the following activities:

specific periods of time.

March 8-16: Visit to Headquarters to study documents and
meet with Institute officials.

March 17-April 5: Visits to nine IICA Offices. During this
period, the group will also travel to the United States of
America, more specifically, to the United Nations, the World
Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

April 19-30:
Headquarters

Drafting of the final document at IICA

Gonzalo Estefanell, Chief of DIPROE's Division of Technical
Cooperation Strategies and Projects, reported that the
document will be presented to IICA authorities. Subse-
quently, the Director General will present the principal
guidelines and conclusions to the Executive Committee and
to the Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA), which
will meet in Mexico this September.

This is the third time a group of experts has analyzed IICA's
MTP.

peaking in Paris on February 8, the Director General of
S lICA, Martin E. Pifeiro, stated that the globalization of

the economy will be the principal challenge of the coming
century, and that, to meet it, the countries of the South must
apply new technologies and diversify agricultural production.

Pifeiro made these com-
ments during his address to
the colloquium entitled
*Agriculture and Society:
Questions for Research,”

which brought together re- 4
searchers, technical personnel, businessmen and

representatives of the public agricultural sector.

Noting that in the Third World the agricgltural sector may
becor?1e the driving force behind economic qrowth. he salq,
*The trend toward globalization has had an impact on agri-
culture in three main areas: foreign investment, the trade of

Director General of IICA:
Globalization of the Economy is the countries mustdiversity pro-

Challenge of the Coming Century

merchandise and agroindustrial commodities, and
sustainable production.*

In the judgement of the Director General, the wealth of
natural resources found in Third World countries will enable
them to participate in the
global economy. Nonethe-
less, he warned, these

duction, create effective in-
stitutional structures and
change their legal frame-

works so they can gain access to new technologies.

Organized by the Descartes Association, an organization
that fosters the use of science and technology inareas such
as agriculture, the colloquium also received support from
the EEC, and the Ministries of Agriculture, Environment and
Research and Space of France.
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IFAD Holds Sixteenth Meeting
of its Governing Council

I ICA's Director of External

Relations, Jorge Werthein,
represented the Institute at the Six-
teenth Meeting of the Governing
Council of the International Fund
for Agricultural Development (IFAD),
held in Rome from January 20-22,
at which time he met for the first time
with the new authorities of this United
Nations agency.

IICA's participation in the meeting,
during which Fawzi Hamad Al-Sultan
of Kuwait was elected the new
president of IFAD, demonstrates the
good cooperative relations between
the two organizations, motivated by
their common interest in serving the
poorest rural sectors.

Technical support for IFAD's missions
in Central and South America and the
Andean countries, as well as the joint
publication of studies on the impact
of rural poverty in certain nations of
the region, are some examples of the
inter-institutional work that has been
carried out over the past years.

Representatives of IFAD's 147 mem-
ber countries, delegates from interna-
tional cooperation and funding
agencies and special guests, includ-
ing the First Lady of Colombia, Ana
Milena Mufoz de Gaviria and the
President of Botswana, Ketumile Joni
Masire, attended the meeting. In
addressing the group, Hamad Al-
Sultan called for the fourth replenish-

ment of funds, which are necess,
to continue with IFAD's work pro-
gram. The 49-year old new Presidegn
of IFAD studied economics at the
American University in Beirut and
subsequently received a Ph.D. from
Yale University in the United States
He was the Executive Director of the
World Bank from 1984 until he was
elected to his current position.

IFAD's principal donor countries
advocated that the Fund's activities
should focus on the most important
issues of the international agenda:
the mitigation of rural poverty,
implementation of Agenda 21 with
special emphasis on sustainable
development, work in support of
rural women, efficient project execu-
tion, identification of co-funding and
cooperation agencies to work with the
Fund, and training programs on the
gender issue.

I ICA officials who will be involved in implementing

an upcoming Korea/lICA project to promote trade
between that nation and Latin America, including [ICA's

Director of Extenal Relations, Jorge Werthein, recently
attended a seminar on the topic in Seoul, South Korea.

The activity, entitled “The

Effect of Promoting Trade KOI‘Ga Analyzes Trade
with Latin America

between Korea and Latin
America,” took place in late
December 1992, and was
organized by the Korean
international Institute for Agricultural Research. It was
also attended by 50 officials from local institutions.

Speaking on behalf of [ICA, and after discussing in detail
the socioeconomic situation in Latin America and the in-
tegration efforts under way, Werthein focused on the
issues the project should address and the operating
mechanisms that will be necessary for it to succeed.

In his judgement, cooperation between Korea and our
region will be a mutually beneficial initiative. In the case
of Latin America, agricultural development will be en-
hanced if the initiatives help overcome current trade con-
straints and increase the production potential of our

natural resources. As for Korea, its people and industries
will benefit through their access to high quality products
and attractive markets for many of their commodities.

During his visit, the Director of External Relations met with
senior government officials

representing agriculture,
international relations and
cooperation, and with the
directors of research
agencies. He also met with
ambassadors from Latin
America to inform them of progress to date on this trade
promotion initiative.

The Republic of Korea and IICA aré
preparing to implement a project to
promote trade between that Asian
nation and Latin America.
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I ICA's Director of Programming and Evaluation,
represented the Institute at an

. Manuel Otero,
International seminar held |ast Decem-
ber in Pakistan to present the book “The
State of World Rural Poverty "

The mgeting was convened by the
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) and Pakistan's

Ministry of Finance and Economic
Affairs.

Specialists from throughout the world s

IICA Participates in World
Seminar on Rural Poverty

*The State of World Rural Poverty*, written by IFAD, was
presented by the then President of IFAD, Idriss Jazairy.

oke on the
situation in South-

east Asia and
Africa, while Otero
focused on poverty
in Latin America
and the Caribbean.
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I ICA staff members who have

worked with the Institute for five,
ten, fifteen or more years were honored
during a ceremony held at Headquarters
last December.

Speaking to the gathering, the President
of the [ICA Staff Association (ASEIICA),
Yanco Goic, underscored the value and
creative input of each person working at
the Institute, and singled out Juan Mata,
of Costa Rica, and Jorge Werthein, of Ar-
gentina, as representative of this event.

Mata, who works in the Print Shop, was

honored for forty years of uninterrupted

service. Werthein, IICA's Director of

ernal Relations, was recognized as

the member of the international staff with
e longest period of service at lICA.

> ‘ ’

lICA’s Director of Extemal Relations, Jorge Werthein, was honored for his 15 years of service to

Recognition for IICA Staff Members

The ceremony was organized by the
Directorate of Human Resources and was
presided over by Manuel Otero, in
representation of the Director General. In
reviewing the major events of the year, he
noted that we can be proud of what IICA
accomplished in 1992. He added that
1993 willbe a year of intense workin which
a new technical cooperation scheme will
be drawn up for Central America; a group
of experts will propose guidelines for a
new Medium Term Plan; and a meeting
will be held of the Inter-American Board of
Agriculture in Mexico.

Ruth Chacon, a member of the general services staff, was one of the employees
honored for ten years of service.
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T he objective of the book Ajuste Macroeconomico Yy

Pobreza Rural en America Latina, published in
Spanish recently by IICA's Program |, Agricultural Policy
Analysis and Planning, is to provide a clearer understanding

of the overall impact of adjustment policies on agriculture
and, more par-

ticularly, on the
rural poor.

component of a

process to analyze, disseminate and exchange experi-
ences in this area. The experts conducting the research
attended several workshops to discuss their results and, in
1991, two international seminars were held in Colombia and
Brazil to examine the findings. The Swedish Agency for
Research Cooperation with Developing Countries
(SAREC) provided financial support, while the Integrated
Rural Development Fund (DRI) of Colombia and the
National Department of Cooperatives (DENACOOP) of
Brazil co-sponsored the seminars.

The book, edited by Costa Rican economist Rafael A.
Trejos, contains seven case studies conducted with a
standardized methodology that facilitates comparison. The
seven countries studied were Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil,
Chile, Costa Rica, Mexico and Peru. The Director of
Program |, Carlos Pomareda, explained that the study
covers both large and small countries in which the relative
importance of agriculture varies, and which have under-
taken macroeconomic adjustment programs having
different objectives, duration, procedures and speed of
implementation. The variety of the cases, he added, pro-
vides sufficient inputs for a wide gamut of strategy options.

According to Pomareda, along with competitiveness and
sustzinability, equity is one of the key elements of the devel-
opment strategy, and a prerequisite for growth advocatedin
the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean (PLANLAC).

He added that continued poverty in rural areas has serious
economic and social consequences which will hinder efforts
to revitalize the sector and build a society that is dynamic
and enduring.

In his judgement, a clearer understanding of this topic will
make it possible to formulate better strategies and pro-
grams aimed at alleviating rural poverty and more efficiently
8

Impact of Macroeconomic
s bok s«  Adjustment on Rural Poverty Studied

involving these groups in the modernization of production
and efforts to revitalize the sector.

Despite the difficulty of gathering reliable information and
the complexity of the issue, the researchers who contrib-
uted to the book
were able to
identify certain
elements that
characterized
the different ad-

justment processes applied during the 1980s, as well as
some basic relationships with the agricultural sector and

rural poverty.

* Although a considerable number and variety of
policies were implemented during this period, all the coun-
tries under study were working to open up to the world
economy.

* Financial difficulties experienced during the
decade constrained further structural change in the region.
Stabilization policies ranged from orthodox to heterodox
and included populism, depending on the importance of
external constraints, inflation or political pressures.

* In general, the agricultural sector performed
better than the rest of the economy in times of crisis and
during periods of macroeconomic or structural adjustment.

* There is no evidence to show that liberalization
and orthodox adjustment methods improved the situation of
the rural poor. It was notedthat the incomes of rural laborers
declined. Available information showed that rural poverty is
essentially structural in origin and directly linked to the
ownership of land and other production assets, issues
which orthodox policies failed to address successfully.

* Under the heterodox programs, the incomes of
small farmers and rural laborers rose at first, due 10
increased demand, price policies that benefitted them.
the creation of subsidy programs, and increases in
nominal wages that were greater than increases in
consumer prices. In some cases, such as Peru @
Argentina, once the heterodox programs concluded, the
incomes of both groups fell to levels approaching the
worst of the decade.




Programs on the march

R esearch on the participation of

women in food production,
condgcted as part of an |ICA/Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB)

Project, revealed that women account
for between 26% and 30%

of the economically active

population (EAP) in Central
America.

According to Rebeca
Grynspan, coordinator of the

project on sectoral policies as they
relate to women food producers, these
figures differ from official statistics in
the subregion, which, on average, place
the percentage of the rural EAP repre-
sented by women at 8%.

Photo/Diara Beckley, Guatemala

agricultural policies that recognize
women's share in agricultural work
and provide them with the require-
ments they need (land, credit, train-
ing and technical assistance) to boost

Central America:

Participation of Women
in Rural EAP on the Rise

food productivity and increase food
security.

For the study, which covered Guate-
mala, Honduras, E| Salvador, Nicara-
gua, Costa Rica and Panama, four

On average, women spend half their day in farm work.

*An analysis of the dynamics of small-
farm production systems and small
farms reveals that women play an
important role not only in the strategies
to ensure the survival of the family, but
also in agricultural production,” she
noted.

The objective of the IICA-IDB projec't is
to assist the countries in designing

documents were drawn up for each
country: an assessment of the role of
women in the agricultural sector, an
analysis of general agricultural policies
-land, credit and training- and those
directly affecting women, as well as
documents on technology and
marketing.

HALF A WORKDAY

Regarding the participation of women
in the work force, the study revealed
that their contribution is not negligible.
According to Grynspan, "On
the contrary, we are talking
about women who, on
average, spend four hours a
day working on the farm; in
other words, half a workday.”

In order to ensure uniformity of the
information, the study only looked at
small farms (1 to 20 hectares) on which
corn and bean production was the only,
or one of the most important, activities.

Two other interesting findings of the
studies revealed women's growing role
in applying fertilizers and using agro-
chemicals -especially in Costa Rica and
Panama- and their importance in
“coordinating the production process."

The documents on sectoral policies,
technology and marketing showed that,
in general, women seldom benefit from
credit, land distribution, training and
technical assistance programs. To
reverse this situation, it was recom-
mended that agricultural policies be
designed that take women into account
as important participants in the produc-
tion process and that consider their
unique characteristics and needs.

The project will conclude with a regional
seminar-workshop this March 2-3,
which will be attended by the ministers
of agriculture, labor, planning, the
economy or their representatives, as
well as public and private sector
organizations. The purpose is to follow
up on the initiative to ensure that
achievements are consolidated and

- recommendations are carried out.
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B etween 1990 and

1992, the project
*Women and Communica-
tion" carried out an exhaus-
tive training process on so-
cial communication theory
and techniques, from the
perspective of gender, for re-
presentatives of governmen-
tal and non-governmental
organizations in Central
America. In 1993, it will enter
a new stage.

Under its new title *“Commu-
nication, Gender and Sus-
tainable Development," it will

continue for another three

years, thanks to an
extension of the original
agreementsigned recently
by IICA and the Swedish In-

"Women and Communication"
Project Enters New Stage

ternational Development
Authority (SIDA).

One new element of this
new stage is the participation
of the Regional Office for
Central America of the World
Conservation Union (IUCN).
The objectives of the second
stage will be to train technical
personnel and specialists
from governmental and non-
governmental organizations
in three area of interest
(communications, gender
and sustainable develop-
ment), to strengthen and

expand the network of insti-
tutions working inthesefields
in Central America, and to
produce and exchange com-
munications and educational
materials.

The topic of sustainable de-
velopment was added in rec-
ognition of the role women
play in decisions made at the
family and community levels
concerning the environment
and natural resources.

During its first stage, the

project became_one of the

key instruments of action for
the advancement of womep
of the Inter-American Agri.
cultural Documentation ang
Information Center (CIDIA),
a specialized Unit of IICA.

It fostered and provided in-
struction  in gender analy-
sis, with a view to address-
ingand developing solutions
tothe problems that make up
the difficult lives of rural
women. Its activities focus-
ed onfourbasic areas: diag-
nosis, training, production
and information networks.

Proposal for Hemispheric Conference

Central American working
group meeting at [ICA Head-
quarters prepared a draft of the decla-
ration the First Ladies of the region will
present at the Hemispheric Confer-
ence on the Handicapped, to be held

in Washington, D.C. from March 14-
18. Made up of the vice ministers of
education of Central America or their
representatives, as well as delegates
from international agencies and
specialists in the field, the group

The working mesting in Costa Rica was organized by the Office for Cooperation and Support

for the First Ladies of Central America. It received support from the UNICEF Area Office,

10

appointed acommittee tofine tunethe
proposal and write a technical report
on the situation of the handicappedin
Central America, to be attached tothe
declaration.

Currently under study by the First
Ladies, the declaration is a policy
document that calls for a pooling of
efforts for serving the handicappedin
Central America.

Convened by the Organization
of American States (OAS), the
Hemispheric Conference on the
Handicapped will evaluate what the
United Nations declared the "Decade
of the Handicapped" (1983-1992).

The Conference, to be attended by
the First Ladies of the Americas, Wil
formulate common proposals @

strategies for the rest of this centuy:




IIT he Single European Market: A

new framework for agricultural
tr_ade policies* was the theme of a
high-level seminar held at IICA Head-
quarters in December. The meeting
was attended by government officials,
members of the private sector, officials
from regional and subregional
cooperation and funding agencies,
scholars and journalists.

Community. They saw this as a good
sign for a successful conclusion of the
negotiations of the Uruguay Round of
the GATT.

According to figures presented at
the seminar, should the negotiations
conclude successfully, the trade of
goods worldwide would surge by
approximately US$2 billion, 15% of

New European Trade
Policies Analyzed

The activity was sponsored by IICA
-through its Trade and Integration
Program-, the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food of Spain (MAPA)
and the Latin American Economic
System (SELA). According to the
organizers, the meeting provided the
participants with new and timely infor-
mation on vital current issues, such as
the future of the Uruguay Round of the
GATT, the outlook for international
trade in light of the new Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP), and the
harmonization of plant and animal
health norms, which constitute the
cornerstone of agricultural trade
liberalization.

The Director General of [ICA, Martin E.
Pifieiro, stressed the need for the Latin
American and Caribbean countries to
double their efforts in the political
andtechnical arenas, so that the region
can develop the capability to have an
impact on changes taking place
worldwide.

The Minister of Foreign Trade of Costa
Rica, Roberto Rojas, indicated that it
was possible that the establishment of
the Single European Market could give
rise to a hardening of restrictive
policies, a situation which would go
against the very spirit of the
regulations of the GATT.

Seminar participants agreed with thg
draft agreement on agricultural subsi-
dies achieved late last year in Brussels
by the United States and the European

Phota/R.Escobar
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products. These commodities receive
the greatest protection and usual_ly
create the most marked distortions In
international trade. In additiop‘ to
making production more competitive,
added Milan, the CAP seeks to bring
agriculture into harmony with nature.

Another important topic discussgd
during the seminar was the relationship
between trade and the environment.
Alejandro Jara, SELA's Coordinator
for Trade, stated *...nothing justifies the
unilateral imposition of trade restric-
tions to curtail environmental

problems."

aﬁOS ae UV~ ‘ca
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The meeting provided participants with new and timely information on vital current issues, such

as the future of the Uruguay Round of the GATT.

which would correspond to exports from
Third World countries.

Another key topic of discussion were the
CAP reforms, which go into effect this
year. Rafael Milan Diaz, advisor to the
Minister of Agriculture of Spain,
described the scope of the initiative
and its impact on trade in and outside
of the EC, in addition to its impact on
GATT negotiations.

The package of reforms,
most important adjustm
CAP over its 30 years of

Instead he favored a muttilateral con-
sensusindesigning a global agreement,
possibly within the framework of the
GATT, “...each participant has the same
rights and responsibilities."

The participants also discussed the
experiences of the European Commu-
nity and of Spain in harmonizing plant
and animal health norms, which are
indispensable to agricultural trade.
Along these same lines, they discussed
the scope of the free trade agreement
among the United States, Mexico and

- Canada.

seeks to reduce the output ¢




World Conference Planned
on Ecological Economics

S cientists, economists and envi-

ronmentists from around the
world will meet in Costa Rica in
October 1994 to attend the Third
World Conference on Ecological
Economics.

Robert Constanza, President of the
Intemational Association of Ecologi-
cal Economics and representing the
University of Maryland, announced
the conference at IICA Headquarters
on February 1. The event will be
co-sponsored by the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agricul-
ture (IICA) and the National University
(UNA) of Costa Rica.

Entitled "Down to Earth: Practical
Applications of Ecological Econom-
ics,” the world conference will work
to identify practical methods for
achieving environmental sustainabil-
ity at the local, regional and global
levels.

In a meeting with IICA's Deputy
Director General, Reed Hertford,
Constanza discussed the content and

\rjcana
pration

organization of the event,
which will be attended by
some 1,000 people.

During his visit to [ICA,
Constanza delivered a lec-
ture entitled "Dimensions
and Applications of Ecologi-
cal Economics.”

During his talk, he noted that
the allocation of resources,
the distribution of wealth and
the imbalance between the
economic system and the
ecosystems that supply itare
three problems that threaten
sustainability on our planet.

He also recommended that
the network of researchers
working on energy use, equi-
table distribution of wealth,

i
\%.
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Robert Constanza

and the relationship between trade
and the environment be expanded in
order to exchange information and

formulas for economic growth, so as
to take environmental considerations
into account.

promote reciprocal cooperation.
Lastly, Constanza called for a mul-
tidisciplinary approach in proposing

7

NEGOCACIONES COMERCIALES MULTILATERALES
HONDA URUGUAY

Proyecio de Declsion
MEDIDAS SANITARIAS
Y FITOSANITARIAS®

PROGRAMA V SANIDAD AGROPECUARIA

Book Published on Project
Submitted to the GATT

I ICA's Agricultural Health Program recently published a book containing
the draft resolution “Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures," which was
submitted to the consideration of the current Uruguay Round of the GATT.

In addition to the draft resolution, the book contains three appendices to the
proposal: one defining concepts such as sanitary or phytosanitary measures,
harmonization, risk assessment, pest- or disease-free zone, etc.; the second
on the transparency of sanitary and phytosanitary measures; and the third on
inspection, control and approval procedures. In general, the proposal on
sanitary and phytosanitary measures stresses that contracting parties aré to
ensure that their regulations do not discriminate arbitrarily, so as not to serve
as a hidden barrier to international trade. ;

12
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IICA to Adjust Cooperation in Central America

Photo/Courtesy o ‘La Repdblica’/Costa Rica

s this edition of IICA News went to press, the Institute
was working on a proposal to tailor its technical
cooperation actions in Central America to supporting the
countries' efforts to comply with the commitments on agricul-
ture adopted at the Thirteenth Summit Meeting of Central
American Presidents.

A

Meeting in Panama from December9-11 lastyear, in an event
thatfocused on agriculture, democracy anddevelopment, the
six presidents issued a declaration, one component of which
was entitled *Agricultural Commitment of Panama" and which
aims to facilitate agricultural modernization in the subregion.

This instrument for action consists of five sections, preceded
by a statement in which the Presidents reiterate their commit-
ment to making Central America a region characterized by
peace and political, economic and institutional stability, in
orderto promote agriculture, livestock activities, agroindustry
and the provision of support services.

The following is discussed in the five sections of the Commit-
ment: the regional strategy for agricultural and agroindustrial
exports; improving the free trade of agricultural commodities
within the region; the transformation and modernization of
production sectors; the role of the private sector in develop-
ment, integration and economic opening; and assessing the
value of natural resources and environmental protéct,io‘n,A

The Institute's support stems from an offer made by IIC.

Director General, Martin E. Pifieiro, tothe Council of Ministers

of Agriculture of the Countries of the Central American

Isthmus (COMACA) for support in executlnq the Commit
ment. He made this offer during a meeting with them at th

time of the Summit.

Meeting in Panama from Decem-
ber 9-11 last year, in an event that
focused on agriculture, democracy
and development, the six presi-
dents issued a declaration, one
component of which was entitled
"The Agricultural Commitment of
Panama" and which aims to facili-
tate agricultural modernization in
the subregion.

Pineiro, who had been invited to attend the Summit as a
special guest, made a presentation on the challenges and
opportunities for agriculture in Central America, given the
trend toward economic opening and trade liberalization.

IICA will present the ministers of agriculture of Central
America with a preliminary version of its adjusted technical
cooperation program during a meeting to take place in
Managua this March 3-4.

To this end, the Directorate of Central Area Operations has
begun preparation of this document. A technical team has
been set.up for this purpose, coordinated by Costa Rica's
former Minister of Planning of Costa Rica, Juan Manuel
Villasuso, and which receives technical support from the
Institute's five Programs, CEPPI, the IICA Offices in the
countries of the isthmus and a group of consultants.

IICA presently has numerous technical cooperation activities
under way in Central America, including initiatives of sub-
regional scope and national projects drawn up in consultation
with the authorities of each country, based on their individual
priorities. Both types of initiatives are carried out through the
Institute's five Programs.

The Institute also provides support to the Technical
Secretariat of CORECA, the Regional Technical Unit of the

iUTA Il Project, and the First Ladies of Central America,
h its Office for Cooperation and Support.




CONASUR:

Standardization of Animal Health Requirements to Facilitate Trade

|
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The Fifth Meeting of CONASUR took place in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Appearing in the photograph, from left to right, are Carlos Rucks, of IICA; and

the ministers of agnculture of Paraguay, Raul Torres; Brazil, Lazaro Barboza;
Figueroa; and Vice Minister of Agriculture of Uruguay, Pedro Saravia.

D uring the next meeting of the
Advisory Council for Agricultural
Cooperation in the Countries of the
Southern Area (CONASUR), to be
held in May in Brazil, the Ministers of
Agriculture of Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Paraguay and Uruguay will sign
an agreement on animal health re-
quirements.

Prior o the meeting, technical teams
from the countries will iron out details
of the initiative, which seeks to
faciltate agricultural trade among
these nations.

The decision, approved during the
Fifth Meeting of CONASUR, calls for
the harmmonization of animal health
regulations affecting the trade of
live animals, semen, embryos and
fertilized eggs.

During the same meeting, the Plant
Protection Committee for the South-
ern Area (COSAVE), the Regional
Animal Health Council (CORESA)
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and the Cooperative Program for the
Development of Agricultural Technol-
ogy in the Southern Area (PRO-
CISUR) were designated to propose a
plan for regulating the exchange of
genetic materials.

Forits part, IICA, which provides sup-
port to CONASUR, will compile the
necessary information in each of the
member countries for periodically up-
dating its guide to foreign agricultural
trade.

In the final declaration of the Fifth
Meeting of CONASUR, the ministers
reiterated the need to accelerate the
process of harmonizing macroecon-
omic policies with a view to facilitating
the intraregional flow of agricultural
products and byproducts.

They also called for a resumption of
the negotiations of the Uruguay
Round of the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in order to
stimulate international trade.

(Secretary of Agriculture) Argentina, Marcelo Regunaga; Chile, Juan

The ministers called for
a dismantling of protec-
tionist measures and
Subsidies that distort
the trade of goods and
services.

Inthe same vein, the ministers advo-
cated the elimination of protectionist
measures and subsidies that distort
the trade of goods and services.




I ICA and the Secretariat of Naty-

ral Resources and the H
_ uman
Environment of Argentina recently

signed an agreement to provide
support for the World Conference on
Natural and Forestry Resources, to be
held in that country in January 1'994

The agreement, signed last December
establishes organizational mecha-

nisms and the funds required for the
event.

The Secretariat of Natura| Resources
and the Human Environment of Ar-
gentina, under Maria Julia Alsogaray,
agreedto host the Biannual Convention

of the World Conservation Union
(IUCN).

The Secretariat asked I|CA for adminis-
trative assistance in executing the
technical aspects of this world ecologi-
cal conference. Moreoever, IICA has

a cooperation agreement with the
IUCN.

In Argentina:

IICA to Collaborate in Organizing of World

Photo/Maria M. Machado, Brasil

The institutions involved in the activity
are united in their concern for protec-
ting natural resources and improving

the quality of life, through support for
the efforts of govemments and non-
governmental organizations.

I n order to review the

cooperation provided
by the Institute in Brazil, the
Director General of IICA,
Martin E. Pineiro, met with
that country’s new Minister
of Agriculture, Lazaro
Ferreira Barboza (right).
Also participating in the
meeting was Victor E.
Machinea (left), IICA Rep-
resentative in Brazil. Also
discussed wasthe progress
being made in the area of
integration by the Advisory
Council for Agricultural
Cooperation in the South-
ern Area (CONASUR), for
which Ferreira Barboza and
Machinea served as Chair-
man and Secretary for
Coordination, respectively.

Meeting in Brazil




- the list of countries that have
issued a special series of postage
stamps commemorating lICA's fiftieth
anniversary.

P araguay and Bolivia joined Around the World on POStage Stamps

\

At a ceremony held in Asuncion, the
IICA Representative in Paraguay,
Luiz Carlos Pannunzio, officially
presented the stamps, which depict
some of the key areas of the Institute's
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- The four commemorative stamps issued in Paraguay were designed by the Brazilian artist
LLi® Isabel Persijn.
=)
(/)_5, cooperation, such as rural develop- agriculture's role in linking different
@} ment and technology. peoples. Both series of stamps
LLIS were accompanied by their respec-
L > The Bolivian stamp was issued as part tive postmark, which call attention
(8 a7 of a collection entitled “Ecology and  to IICA's fifty years of technical
)= Environmental Conservation.” It cooperation.
Q¢ shows a quinoa plant, symbolizing

Quinoa, a traditional Andean crop, will be seen around the worid on a postage stamp issued in com-
memoration of lICA's fifty years of cooperation.
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Small Farmers in Bolivia tlements in the western part of the acquisition of infrastructure and
country, who will receive training training for rural women.

Receive Training related to extension assistance,
W.'?’ v % -

U nder an agreement signed
last December by [ICA and the
CORDECRUZ farmers' association,
small farmers in Bolivia will receive
training and technical assistance.

The agreement aims to strengthen
the project to develop and consoli-
date small-farmer settlements
(PRODEPA), which receives funding
from the International Fund for Agri-
cultural Development (IFAD).

The agreement will benefit farmers of
the Huaytu and Antofagasta rural set-

16
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[ICA and IFAD Identify Project
Profiles for Costa Rica
W it_h support from |ICA

tional Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)

identified profiles for four proj i

: [ Jects seeking to reduce rural
poverty in Costa Rica and which may be funded by this spe-
cialized agency of the United Nations.

, @ mission from the Intema-

Some 12,000 small-farm families smallhold
. L . ers and rural
women wnl] benefit from thgse initiatives, each of which will
ggge{vnedgnngmve;tment ranging fromUS$7 to US$15 million
Ing on its geographic covera i '
R p ge and the size of the

The projects, which
will vary slightly in -
accordance with = . 4
their location, will %
foster and imple-
ment activities for
rehabilitating  soils,
cultivating vege-
tables and fruits,
boosting the produc-
tion of handicrafts,
promoting tourism,
strengthening indi-
genous organiza-
tions, and creatinga &
rural agroindustry §
fund.

The seven-week
mission was headed §
by Alberto Hinte-
meister of Uruguay,
and included econo-
mists, as well as ex-
perts in rural devel-
opment and the
gender issue, agri-
cultural production, .
marketing and post-harvest handling, and rural agroindus-
try. The team followed a heavy schedule of activities
including field trips to observe at first hand the structure and
operation of farmer organizations.

Since the projects must respect Costa Rican government
priorities for the agricultural-forestry sector, the mission
worked closely with the Ministries of Planning and of Agricul-
ture, which served as national counterparts. Participating for
IICA were officials from the Center for Programs and Invest-
ment Projects (CEPPI), the IICA Office in Costa Rica and its
Program on Organization and Management for Rural

Development.

In addition to the four initiatives which will pe considered for
funding, and which may be executed within the next five or

Some 12,000 small-farm families, smallholders and rural women will benefit from the
initiatives.

six years, the mission also presented assessments of 'the
principal aspects of the agricultural sector in Cpsta Rica,
including the situation of the small-farm population and its
evolution over time.

IICA staff provided technical and logistic support, and also
worked with the mission chief in writing and publishing the
final report.

PROJECT PROFILES

Hintemeister explained that, although the project profiles
cover poor rural areas facing major problems, they are
located in parts of Costa Rica “...that offer great potential for
development, as yet untapped.*

The first project targets the
province of Guanacaste, in
the Pacific region of the
country, and covers the
cantons of Hojancha,
Nicoya, Nandayure and
Santa Cruz. In all four
cantons, a growing portion
of the agricultural and rural
workforce is being steadily
expelled from the field
because of the growing
importance of range
livestock activities. Never-
theless, they offer “inter-
esting possibilities” for
growing vegetables and
fruits, once micro-irrigation
systems are installed.

The second project targets
the El General Valley, in
southem Costa Rica, and
covers the cantons of Bue-
nos Aires and Perez Zele-
don. In the latter, the proj-
ect will promote alterna-
tives to coffee cultivation
on farms less than two
: hectares in size. Although
coffee is the leading agricultural activity in the zone, it is in
serious decline as a result of falling prices on world markets.
In the other canton, indigenous organizations will be
strengthened through training.

The third project will cover the Talamanca Valley, a
somewhat forgotten and very poor region where indigenous
communities exist side by side with small farmers. Support
will on strengthening existing organizations and

ne ities such as tourism and the

p W
fund to promote |

added of output.
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Technical Personnel Receive [raining 11

Development with a Gender Perspective
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Hector Morales, Coordinator of the lICA Plan of Action in Costa Rica; Alicia Barcena, Execulive
Director of the Organizing Committee of the Earth Council; and Manuel Chiriboga, Director of
Program Ill, were some of the speakers participating in the inauguration of the seminar.

C osta Rican technical personnel

from government and non-gov-
ernmental organizations received
training in gender issues and sustain-
able development, through a course
organized by the Socioeconomic
Program of the Regional Office for
Central America of the World Conser-
vation Union (IUCN) and the [ICA
Office in Costa Rica.

Natural resource conservation and
sustainable development, the gender

perspective and useful instruments
for analysis, as well as various
methods to foster community partici-
pation, were some of the topics
covered in the course.

The course gave participants tools
that they could incorporate into the
projects they execute through their
respective organizations. During a
second stage, scheduled to begin in
March, the initiatives in which the
participants are involved will be

1 Sustainable

analyzed, in order to leam how
the variables of gender ang
sustainable development Were
introduced, and what effect
they had.

This activity is part of a regional trajp.
ing effort being promoted in Centra|
America by IUCN. Throughout the
year, similar courses Wil be offered
in Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, E|
Salvador, Nicaragua and Panama,

As part of this effort, a subregional
network will be established to work
with IICA and IUCN in the preparation
of case studies and bulletins, the
exchange of materials and the design
of new courses.

Last December, a video was pre-
pared showing the training activities
carried out by the IUCN Regional
Office and explaining how the topics
of gender and sustainable develop-
ment are addressed.

The video, which will be used as
support material for upcoming
courses, was prepared by the
Communications Division of CIDIA,a
specialized unit of IICA, with support
from IUCN and IFAD.

T

he goal of @ seminar held in Kingston, Jamaica, which
brought 1ogether representatives of the public and

privale sectors, was fo promole the cultivation and

marketing of coconut
in Latin America and
the Caribbean

During the activity,
organized by the

Outlook for Cultivation and
Marketing of Coconut Studied

Ministry of Agriculiure, IICA and the Bureau for the Develop-

ment of Research on Tropical

1o potential markets for this crop.

The participants agreed that hi i
r ' gh yields per hectare, low
production costs, job creation, and soil conservation' are
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Perennial
attention was drawn 10 the need to increase technical assis-
tance and encourage the exchange of information relevant

Oil Crops,

-

some of the advantages of this native Caribbean crop which
should be tapped.

The Coconut Industry Board
through its research depat
ment, provides support in casés
of hurricanes or diseasés
which, in 1988, destroyed fifty
per cent of the palm trees I"
Jamaica.

Oils, soaps, copra and other coconut derivatives are
some of the products with great marketing potential in the
developed countries. According to figures presented atth

seminar, the Caribbean nations foresee a 47% increase

15 years,

the consumption of oils and fats worldwide over the "




Cooperation with Permanent Observers

A fter Africa and Asia, Latin Amer-

ica and the Caribbean are
among the priority areas for German
cooperation, whose stated objective is
*to bring an end to the vicious cycle of
poverty, the problems of development
andthe destruction of the environment.*

To achieve this objective, the govern-
ment of the Federal Republic of Ger-
many created the Technical Coopera-
tion Agency (GTZ), which not only
advises the government on develop-
ment policy and the planning of
cooperation programs and projects,
but also carries out German initiatives
in beneficiary countries.

In that European nation (356,854 km2
and 76.8 million inhabitants), develop-
ment assistance policy is part of overall
policy, and is on an equal standing with
foreign and economic policy.

The Federal Republic of Germany
Provides two types of cooperation for
bilateral development: technical, which

German Cooperation Agencies Set their
Sights on Latin America and the Caribbean

is the responsibility of GTZ, and finan-
cial, through which capital is provided to
boost the production potential of devel-
oping countries. Financial cooperation
is handled by the Kreditanstalt fur
Wiederaufbau (KfW), which works
closely with GTZ.

GTZ, a private, non-profit enterprise,
may work directly with developing
countries and interational organiza-
tions, so long as it has the approval of

specialists posted in Latin America anfi
the Caribbean in 1991, that is, approxi-
mately 18.2% of its field personnel.

In addition to its support for IICA, GTZ
is also involved in other initiatives in
this hemisphere. For example, GTZ
designed and implemented an
ambitious project to improve the
nutrition of the rural poor in Peru.

Another example is its work to reacti-
vate the Nicaraguan economy by
cooperating with business associations
in the areas of professional training,
job creation, credit and advice for
small -and medium-scale industries. In
Brazil, it collaborated in forming a
multilateral alliance for protecting
tropical forests.

Aware of the profound political and
economic changes taking place world-
wide, the officials in charge of German
cooperation have reaffirmed their
commitment to providing effective long-
term aid, attaching top priority to the
most disadvantaged groups in society
and fostering the creation of struc-

tures that can sustain the development
process.

In this regard, the German Minister of
Economic Cooperation, Dieter
Spranger (as quoted by Wighard
Hardtl, Chairman ofthe GTZ Monitoring
Committee, in the preface to the 1991
GTZ Annual Report), reaffirmed that
the priorities of German cooperation
in light of the new circumstances
continue to be to struggle against
poverty, preserve natural resources,
and foster education.




IICA/GTZ Project :
Sustainable agriculture to

ensure future harvests

I n the philosophy that underlies the cooperation ac-

tions of GTZ, a concern for the well-being of the
peoples of the developing world and the stability of their
natural environment is a guiding principle.

These ideas are closely linked to two concepts of parcular
importance today in Latin America and the Caribbean:
equity and sustainability. The desireto contribute effectively
in both areas led GTZ to join forces with IICA and establish
a strong working relationship.

According to Sabine Muller, Coordinator of the IICA/GTZ
Project and representative of this German agency, "We
recognize |ICA to be a responsible and efficient institution,
whose multinational operations enable us to multiply the
effect of our actions.” |ICA's counterpart is Eduardo Trigo,
Director of the Program on Technology Generation and
Transfer.

The IICA/GTZ project came on line in July 1990 with a
budget of 1.7 million deutsche marks, with its main objective
being to provide support to the Institute in connection with
sustainable agriculture. “It is a multi-Program project of
hemispheric scope,” stated Muller, adding that it provides
direct support to lICA's five Programs and its specialized
units, CEPPI and CIDIA.

During the first stage of the project, which concluded in
December 1992, support was provided to Programs I,Iland
{Il. CEPPI and CIDIA. The second stage, which began this
January and is scheduled to conclude in mid-1995, will
include work with Programs IV and V. It will have an
operating budget of 2.5 million deutsche marks.

Muller is 2 member of the inter-institutional team made up of
Ronnie del Camino -a natural resource specialist attached
to GTZ- and technical personnel and specialists from IICA
—coordinated by Trigo. Inher judgement, effortsto date have
been positive and valuable, with actions focusing on five
major areas: development of a conceptual framework,
institutional considerations, training, information and proj-
ects.

The task of developing a conceptual framework was
enormous. It includes coming up with a common definition
of sustainability, which is complicated by the considerable
number of definitions that already exist and the new ones
constantly being suggested. Moreover, it was necessary to
determine how the term applies to each of lICA's areas of
concentration and to design indicators for measuring when
development is sustainable and when it is not. Muller noted
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that “It is an ongoing leaming process and we are confip,,.
ously acquiring new information. Work to davelop the
conceptual framework will be completed QUnng the secong
stage. We have written documents that |llur:n|nate certaip,
aspects of the topic." Nevertheless, for practical purposes,
the definition of sustainable dgvelopment aQopted by the
project encompasses ecological, economic and sogig|

factors.

institutional considerations, the project has
CAinits relations withother agencies with which
s activities; for example, the networks
and consotia in which Program Ilis invo'lved.. Also, the
work to upgrade capabilities at the Institute itseff were
strengthened through the definition of tools and guidelines

for IICA's work.

Regarding
supported |
it executes or promote

In relation to training, the project provided support for work-
shops and meetings organized by CIDIA. In Curitiba and
Curiaba, Brazil, seminars were held on methods for
evaluating the environmental impact of integrated rural
development projects, in collaboration with the IICA Office
in that country and national institutions.

CIDIA collaborated in preparing a bibliographic information
system. Workis underway ona statistical data base that will
be used to evaluate the sustainability of development at the
macro level. The goal is to expand Program I's Agricultural
Information System (SIAPA).

Work with projects has been carried out in close collabora-
tion with CEPPI and has sought to incorporate the concept
of sustainability into all initiatives formulated by the unit.
Furthermore, in Brazil, the ICA/GTZ project is collaborating
inthe design of settlement projects in agrarian reformzones,
the goal being to ensure that from the very beginning, they
take into consideration the ecological potential of the areas
and the economic and social needs of the beneficiaries.

Ip thg new stage, the project will concentrate on the same
five lines of action, placing special attention on technology
generat{on and transfer. Itwill also continue to work withthe
IICA. Qﬁlces inthe countries, which, in the past, provided the
facilities for conducting case studies in Argentina, Brazil

Costg Rica, Ecuador and Jamaica, and one on Central
America.

The IICA/GTZ project has also served as a liaison fof
securing additional funds for projects. Thus, for example, 8
GTZ forgstry research program recently provided funding
fordrawing upa project by PROCITROPICOS, an ambitious

cooperative program head i azil an
supported by |ICA. uanorediinils




A quIkation on technology and
_ agricultural Sustainability in Latin
America (Tecnologia y Sostenibilidad
de la Agricultura en América Latina)
was written and published under the
technical and financial support
agreement signed by |ICA and the
German Agency for Technical Coop-
eration (GTZ).

It is one of a series of documents on
the topic, which includes *Lineamientos
conceptuales para el desarrolio sos-
tenible” (Conceptual guidelines for
sustainable development), published
jointly with lICA's Program I11: Organiza-
tion and Management for Rural
Development; and "La definicion de
sostenibilidad, las variables principales
y bases para establecer indicadores"
(Adefinition of sustainability, the princi-
pal variables and bases for establish-

ing indicators), both of which will be
available soon.

Tecnologia y Sostenibilidad de la Agri-
cultural en América Latina is part of a
series aimed at defining a conceptual
framework that will facilitate the formu-
lation of policies on the generation and
transfer of technology for sustainable
agriculture.

A report by the consultant Rolain Borel,
who received support from Gerardo
Bodowski, for IICA's Program on Tech-
nology Generation and Transfer, was
used as the foundation for the docu-
ment.

THE STUDY

The purpose of the study was to analyze
the relationship between technologies
and agricultural sustainability,

ino account the broader context of for-
esiry and livestock activities and
coastal ecosystems.

The most important technologi-
cal challenge Is to strike a bal-
ance between the need 10 pro-
duce more and lower priced
foods and to protect the environ-
ment, ensuring equity within and

among generations.

Conceptual Framework on Technology
and the Sustainability of Agriculture

Photo/Jodo Roberto Ripper, Brasil

The document attempts to answer questions such as: Why are the technologies currently used

not sustainable?

Answers must be found to the following,
and similar, questions, as they are
considered key to the future of sustain-
able development in Latin America and
the Caribbean: Why are the tech-
nologies currently used not sustain-
able? Why, if sustainable technologies
exist, are they not being used? What
are the essential differences between
a technology that is sustainable and
one that is not?

The document begins by defining
sustainable agricultural development,
in the context of an overall theoretical
framework. Current thinking on the

R, o

R

The technologies most likely
to satisfy the requirements
are: terrtorial organization,
soil conservation, efficient
use of irrigation, integrated
management of pests and nu-
trients, nitrogen fixation,
among others.

of the different strata of farmers in the
problems of sustainability.

Also, the present and potential role
of efforts to promote sustainable
development are examined. On that
basis, technology requirements are
defined, and those technologies most
likely to satisfy them are identified.
Lastly, conclusions and recommen-
dations are presented for policies as
institutional, technological,
~ transfer and monitoring
considerations.
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171 Photographers Portray the Face of the Earth
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“Pastures Tumed to Sand,” by Antonio Carlos M.S. Guadetico, of Brazil, was the second-place

winner in the color category.

I n an effort to make society

more aware of the need to
protect the environment and natural
resources, the GTZand |ICA -through
its Directorate of External Relations-
organized a photography contest in
1991 that brought entries from more
than 170 photographers in the hemi-
sphere.

In 388 photographs, the participants
portrayed the dilemma of production
versus environmental degradation,
and captured on film processes such
as desertification, erosion and defor-
estation.

The contest, entitled “Agriculture and
the Environment,” awarded prizes in
two categories: black and white and
color photography.

In each category, there was a first
prize of US$2,000, a second prize of
US$1,000 and a third prize of
US$500. Honorable mentions were
also awarded for outstanding entries.
22

An international panel of judges,
made up of Harold Edward Oxley, of
Barbados; Carlos Manuel Uribe, of
Costa Rica; and Luiz Claudio Marigo,
of Brazil, met at
IICA Headquar-
ters to select the
winning entries.

“A Torch Without
Glory," by Hugo
Erik Gil, of Hondu-
ras; “Pastures
Turned to Sand,"
by Antonio Carlos
dos Santos, of

Brazil; and “Fur-
rows,* by Elda ¢ %
Harrington, of Ar- ’:, s
gentina, won first, £ &
second and third §§
place, respec- 3
tively, in the color "
category. 21

“Burning and Production,* by Joao
Roberto Ripper, of Brazil; *Brazil Nut

Tree," also by Ripper; and "Riyg,.
Source of Life and Death," by Mark;
Rojas, were the first, second and thirg
place winners in the black and white
category.

The winning and other outstanding
photographs were exhibited in Sep.
tember 1991 at the Madrid Congresg
Hall on the occasion of the Tenth
Inter-American Conference of Minis.
ters of Agriculture (ICMA) and the
Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-
American Board of Agriculture
(IABA).

The same photographs were also
exhibited at IICA's booth at the United
Nations Conference on Environment
and Development (UNCED), held in
Rio de Janeiro.

In order to maximize the impact of the
photographs, the Canadian Interna-
tional Development Agency (CIDA)
financed publication of the book
“Agriculture and the Environment,'
which contains the photographs
that best depict the environmental
realities of the Americas.

Each photograph
is complemented
by a message
underscoring the
.| need to modem-
. ize agriculture
“" and contribute to

. economict
growth, while
preserving natu-
ral resourcesand
the environment.

‘Going Home," by Noel Norton, of Trinidad,
was awarded an honorable mention.




Publications

Smallholders and Struc-
tural Change in the
Brazilian  Economy:

Opportunities in Rural
Poverty Alleviation.

This book is the third in a
series of studies conducted
jointly by IICA and the
International Fund for Agri-
cultural Development
(IFAD) aiming to define
strategies 1o alleviate pov-
erty.

The book focuses on the
case of Brazil, in which
persistent poverty affecting
a large mass of landless
smallholders exists side by
side with a dynamic group of
medium- and large-scale
farmers.

Incorporation of small
farmers into the process
of economic expansion,
through modernization and
a critical attitude on the
part of the government in
designing its sectoral poli-
cies, is the focus of discus-
sion in this book.

Bancos Genéticos y la
Alimentacién Mundial

LOs

S B
A’\’CQS GENU
»\UMEM&C‘(O:S ICos

MUND/;\L

Donald Plucknett, Nigel J.H.
Smith, J.T. Williams and
Murthi Anishetty.

IICA Editorial Service

This IICA Editorial Service
publication, available in
Spanish only, focuses on
the potential biotechnology
offers for improving crops
and animal species; it also
discusses the use of gene
banks to benefit humanity.

In addition, it examines the
debate over ownership of
genetic material, principally
in the hands of the indus-
trialized nations, taking a
global approach that under-
scores the link between
the developed countries
and the Third World.

Proyecciones del Desa-
rrollo y Competitividad
de la Agricultura Chilena.

HOA®

£SARROLLO Y

NES DE DS oI CULTURA

AD DE LA
CHILENA

prOYECCIO!
COMPETTIVID!

| e

E liCA Offics in Chile

RN L e T e
Published as part of the
activities to commemorate
IICA's fiftieth anniversary,
this report presents the
points of view of the govern-
ment, academia and different
production sectors regarding

the development of the
agricultural sector in Chile,

The papers compiled in the
report address the issues of
compelitiveness, equity and
sustainability.

Also discussed in th
cation are topic

modernization and
mation of the productio

structure, from the perspec-
tive of the state and private

enterprise.

Indicadores Socioecon6-
micos y Politicas Secto-

riales del MERCOSUR.

A

Indicadores sécio-ec .
. Polficas setorials 0o MERCOSYL

= € S 0L ;
{ liICA Office in Brazil a

8
eSO e N s e o]

four me G CC
MERCOSUR (Argentina,
Brazil, Paraguay and Uru-
guay).

It summarizes the informa-
tion exchanged by the
member states for the pur-

pose of strengthening this
body.

Data on infant mortality
rates, inflation, and produc-
tion indices for commodi-
ties such as wheat, coffee
and sugar cane, are some of

~ the statistics contained in
a this compilation, which is




IICA in the News

Trinidad and Tobago,
El Salvador, Uruguay

E The appointment of Reed
Hertford, a U.S. citizen, as the new
Deputy Director General of [ICA, re-
ceived broad coverage in the press
throughout the Americas.

A firn believer that “agnculture is and
will continue to be a key motor for
development,” the new Deputy
Director General holds a Ph.D. in
economics from the University of
Chicago, He also holds degrees in
agricultural economics and business
administration from the University of
California at Berkeley.

Since 1989 he was Chief Executive
Officer of the largest U.S. university
regional consortium, the South-East
Consortium for International Devel-
opment (SECID), which brings
together 29 universities and one re-
search institute. (Express, Trinidad
and Tobago; La Prensa, EI
Salvador; La Estrella de Panama,
Panama; Ultimas Noticias, Uru-

guay).

Upcoming Activities

u Thirteenth Regular Meet-
ing of the CORECA Council of
Ministers. March 4-5. Managua,
Nicaragua.

24

Mexico, Costa Rica,
Panama, Argentina

L The high-level seminar on
"The Single European Market: A new
framework for agricultural
policies," was covered by newspapers
in Mexico, Costa Rica, Panama
Argentina, among others, which nig
lighted the importance of the seminar
as a useful forum for exchanging new
andtimely information on key issues of
international trade.

T

The activity, held at [ICA Head-
quartersin December, was sponsored
by IICA -through its Trade and
Integration Program-, the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food of
Spain (MAPA) and the Latin
American Economic System (SELA).
The meeting was attended by repre-
sentatives from the public and private
sectors, officials from subregional
cooperation and funding agencies
scholgrs and journalists from Latir;
America (Excelsior, Mexico; El Pan-
ama America, Panama; Agency Inter
Press Service; Cronis

ta Comercia
Clarin and La Nacion, Argentina). :

Argentina, Brazi|

B Newspapers in Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, Uruguay and Paraguay
covered the Fifth Meeting of the
Advisory Council for Agricultural
Cooperation in the Countries of the
Southern Area (CONASUR).

The rnzeting, held in Buenos Airesin
mid-iecember, established the
grouicworsk for standardizing animal
healih 2= required for the trade of
anima! i genetic materials in
generzi. “larin and La Prens,
Argentin=. _omal do Brasil and
Correio Braziliense, Brazil).

= Central Americal wo:';‘
shop on livestock quaranti™
cedures. April 19-22. |
quarters.
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Rural Women: New Studies Reveral Their Contribution to Prduction

H RUSSIA AND HUNGARY
New Permanent Observers

Will Strengthen Trade Ties with the Region

B CENTRAL AMERICA
Agricultural Modernization Moves Ahead

Conversion and Training: Top Priorities
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New studies reveal
their contribution to

production.

4 PERMANENT
OBSERVERS

Russia and Hungary
join IICA as Permanent
Observers and plan to
strengthen trade ties
with the region.
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INTER-AMERICAN
PRESS AWARD

7

IICA, IFAD and GTZ
sponsor the second

press competitioq,
which is open to jour-
nalists from the entire
hemisphere.
e

HEA™

14

AGRICULTURAL
MODERNIZATION

In a recent meeting,

the ministers of agricul-
ture of the Central
American countries,
Mexico and the Do-
minican Republic reiter-
ated their support for
modernization.

20

KOREA-IICA

Working together in
support of rural
development and
trade.

1
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A summary of IICA's
actions in 1992,
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INEWS

Articlesin this issue of ICA News
may be reproduced if the source
is credited.

magazine on activities of
inter-American Institute for
ration on Agriculturs,
iICA. Published monthly, in
separate Spanish, English and
France editions, by IICA's Com-
munications Division, Public In-
formation Unit. Address: Apdo
55-2200 Coronado, San José,
Cosa Rica. Cable: IICA San
Jose. Telex:2144 IICA.
Fax:294741. Tele-
phone:290222. Editor in Chief:
Patricia Leon. Editors: Mishelle
Mitchell and Danilo Jiménez
English translation and editing:
Paul Murphy, Barbara Cohe"
and Susana Raine. Director of
Exemal Relations: Jorge We

thein.
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The Inter-American Institute for
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(IICA) is headquartered i >
Jose, Costa Rica. Itis the 592
cialized agency for agncult® Ty
the inter-American SYs‘em'm.
was founded by the 90‘19942
ments of the hemisphere " ™= -
to encourage, promote
port the efforts made
Member Sates for 8921‘7”
development 1
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and 16 Permane
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Focus

LATIN AMERICA

Myths on Rural Women in Latin America Exploded

fT

that the figure for Central America was
actually three times higher, that is, from
25% to 30%. Far from being mere
housewives, they dedicate four hours a
day to working on the farm. The
usefulness of these studies was under-

project director.

presidents in Panama.

A ccordmlg to Fabiola Campillo, IICA specialist on
women's issues and rural development, official sta-

tistics hide and distort the true role of rural women in

production in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC).

Her statement was based on recent studies of women's

participation in the economically active population (EAP)

of agriculture.

The studies, which examine different production sys-
tems, agroecological zones and working relations,
destroy myths and stereotypes about rural women.
According to Campillo, for many years, the work of
agricultural and rural development analysts and planners
in the region was based on the assumption that small
family farm units, or the so-called small-farm sector, was
a male agricultural system. They believed that most of
the field work was done by men, while women took care

of domestic chores.

Their assumption was borne out by the statistics they.
gathered. This male-bias in the perception of agriculture
was based on official estimates that women made up
approximately 12% of the EAP in the agricultural sectors

of the countries of LAC.

However, new studies, by and large oonducted by
women, have started to “clear up the picture.” The most
recent of these, which was also the first one of regional
scope, demonstrated that in Central Americé, most 0
the women who had been classified as *inactive” in
censuses, actually produced f for home consum;;-
tion, were heads of households, or weré members 0 :
households the heads of which weré farmers, livestoc

ranchers or agricultural laborers.
s for the Central American

8% of the economically active
ereo women, the study show

Thus, while official statistic
isthmus reported that only
population in agriculture W

Studies Reveal Their Contribution to Production

The tC_/)ouer;’(/ qf Min/'ste(s of Agriculture of Central America,
me% I gtzlz lcaragua in March, studied the findings of a study
conducted by IICA with IDB funding. The study was pre-
i;anred by Rebecca Grynspan, coordinator of the initiative,
arguerite Berger, from the IDB, and Manuel Chirriboga, the

The Miqisters are expected to discuss a work program for the
subregion to strengthen activities for women, in follow up to
the agreements reached during the recent summit meeting of

A
3
i
2
§

scored by the senior advisor on
women's issues and development at
the Inter-American Development Bank
(IDB), Marguerite Berger, who stated:
“Previously, we did not know exactly
what type of work women did, what
resources they had, what say they had
in decision making, what legal frame-
work governed their activities and how
they were affected by their role in rural
development.”

The data revealed by this type of study,
added Berger, will help technical
experts from organizations such as
lICA and the IDB convince their
national counterparts of the importance
of providing support to women farmers.
If the government agencies that set
agricultural policy assume that women make up a small
part of the agricultural work force, there would be no
reason for giving them priority when proposing strategies

-

to improve production. The findings of these studies will
be used to improve the design of agricultural policies, an
area in which |ICA provides technical cooperation. By
taking into account the role played by women, objectives
can be pursued to benefit the entire population, including
increased productivity, food security and judicious use of

natural resources.




the Caribbean. This wag the
opinion expressed by the amb
sadors to Costa Rica of thg <L
countries, during an officj
IICA Headquarters on Fg

Headquarters

RUSSIA AND HUNGARY

New Permanent Observers

Will Strengthen Trade Ties with the Re According to the Russian Amy,
— sador in San Jose, Valeria |\ %

- Kalmik, "Our participation in lica

, : marks a new step in establishi
mutually beneficial contacts
especially in the field of agri;:ullur
which is of vital importance tq all e'
countries of the world."

al visit 1,
bruary 1

gion

This opinion was shared by the
Hungarian Ambassador, Zsolt
Horvath, a firm believer that the
future offers opportunities for
reactivating trade between his
country and Latin America, He
noted, "We purchase products
such as coffee, bananas, meat,
fish and soy flour, and sell agricul-

Pholo/A, Escobar

The Hungarian Ambassador to Costa Rica,
Zsolt Horvath (left), greets the Director

T he incorporation of the

Russian Federation and General of ICA, Martin E. Pifeiro_(right). tural machinery, fertilizers, agro-
Hungary fas BenpapenObsolyels With them is the Ambassador of the Fussian chemicals and medicine." Kalmik
Z:fr:':gmzm::;gfm?mﬁc}o GeoeratoniValenall Bk and Horvath met with the Director

General, Martin E. Pineiro.

trade links with Latin America and

IICA-OAS

Inter-institutional Cooperation
' Shared Activities

T he Assistant Secretary
General of the Organization
of American States (OAS), Christo-
pher Thomas, and the Deputy
Director General of IICA, Reed
Hertford, signed an agreement
| under which the two inter-American
organizations will coordinate
actions 1o strengthen their support
1o the countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean in several fields.

|
w The Deputy Director General of //CA (right) converses with the Assistant

| Under the agreement, signed in Secretary General of th i duardo
| February during a visit by Thomas Trigo. of the OAS (center). They are accompanied by E
to lICA Headquart inter-institu- indi :
u’c;nal groﬁ:sq:;ll ig;s;{t;'r;lzrﬁ:;isll;:; ;rsh:nfg?lft;?gf:;\e;;hc;ti":is ixillatiVQ address sustainability, indicating
ion i i , ) nter-America i erica @
o acion i e srascllecnol | coopraonsesin o compamons R L S e
y sl 0 promote econo ; ropriaté
W‘f;’;ﬁ';‘{:“?ﬂ";:aﬂ;eg Sp ?:l::n"is-‘ growth and social well-being, ke ::teu(r:aalnrzs;c;::t:ee f,’,:::‘;% Ft’hus
nary list will be drawn up of activi- In this se jeopardize the future of comid
g L ! nse, he under, sabarcizeiiie
ties to be jointly underaken. importance of undert akls:gr:gi?:s % generations.
(6
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EXPERTS ASSESS IICA'S WORK

G-6 Initiates Activities

John Pino

Photo/R. Escobar

Doug Daniels

he G-6, a group of external

experts hired to evaluate
IICA's performance over the last
seven years and to prepare guide-
lines for the work of the next ad-
ministration (1994-1997), officially
initiated its activities on March 8.

In a ceremony attended by all
Headquarters personnel, the
Director General, Martin E. Pineiro,
introduced the members of the G-6:
Roberto Vasquez Platero (Coordi-
nator), of Uruguay; Carlos Gustavo
Cano, of Colombia; John Pino, of
the United States; Lincoln Myers, of
Trinidad and Tobago; and Doug
Daniels, of Canada. The sixth
member of the group, Roberto
Villeda Toledo, of Honduras, was
unable to attend the meeting, but
subsequently joined the group.

Pifieiro stated that the guidelines
prepared by the G-6 will helpto
strengthen |ICA as a modern Insti-
tution.

Speaking on behalf of his col-
leagues, Roberto Vasquez stated
that the Group was faced with *...a
serious task and a formidable
challenge.” In his judgement, the
agricultural sectors of the countries
are undergoing important changes.

THE MEMBERS

DOUG DANIELS Mr. aniels
holds an M.A. in economics and

To Draft Guidelines for Next Four-Year Period

has served as principal advisor to
the President of the International De-
velopment Research Centre (IDRC),
where he also occupied the post of
Director for Planning and Evaluation.
He also served as technical coordi-
nator at the International Center for
Agricultural Research in Dry Areas
(ICARDA), and is currently an inter-
national consultant.

CARLOS GUSTAVO CANO Mr.
Cano holds an M.A in economics
and has served as the President of
the Colombian Association of Rice
Growers (FEDEARROZ) and the
Colombian Farmers' Society (SAC).
At present, he is Director of the
Colombia International Corporation.

JOHN A. PINO Mr. Pino holds a
Ph.D. in zoology and was an associ-
ate professor at Rutgers University.
He was Director for Agriculture of the
Rockefeller Foundation and has
worked at the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB) and the
U.S. National Academy of Science.
At present, he is an international
consultant.

ROBERTO VILLEDA TOLEDO Mr.
Villeda is an agricultural engineer
with broad experience as an agricul-
tural consultant in Honduras. Pres-
ently, he is advisor to the Minister of
Natural Resources, a post he has

a member of the advisory commit-
tees of several educational and

held under six other ministers. He is as a consuttant for international
’ﬁ »‘“ ggan”lz"a'tlo', ns and private

Photo/R. Escobar

Phota/R. Escobar
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Roberto Villeda T.

LINCOLN MYERS Mr. Myers
holds an M.A. in economic devel-
opment and is a former Minister of
Agriculture and Food, and of
Development of Trinidad and
Tobago. He is a former Senator of
the Republic and National Repre-
sentative, and is presently an
international consultant for agricul-
tural development.

ROBERTO VASQUEZ PLATERO
Mr. Vasquez is an agricultural
engineer holding an M.S. and
Ph.D. in agricultural economics.
He has served as Minister of
Agriculture of Uruguay and worked

enterprise. At present, he

agricultural institutions in Honduras.

congressman in Uruguay.
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With regard to poverty, he noted that in i ..
and the Caribbean, poverty has increaseq bothn-]enca
absolute and in relative terms over the |agt o a|3
also stated that, in 1980, 41% of the POpUlation [ He
below the poverty line, and that, in 1986, that f LVEd
DIRECTOR GENERAL IN HAMBURG e on 10 43%. “The number of poot in the ,egioi ’?eh

We Must Not Forget Small Farmers | om 143 million to 175 million in just six years

More than 175 Million Poor in LAC The Director General warned that, "in bypasgin
farmers, we run the risk of promoting accelerateq p;
tion, increased violence, and other destabjli l

Ing actjy;.
peaking in Hamburg, Germany, on M_ar(;h 23, the ties."
S Director General of IICA, Martin E. Pineiro, stfated o
that Latin America must not forget small farmers as it In his opinion, it is therefore necessary to meef s
promotes profound economic reforms and seeks to be- challenges in the are.a of prqdu o divel'SificatiOn i
come more competitive on international markets. small-farmer production, opting for products of g
value; modernization of the production of traditiong|

In his presentation during a series of conferences organ- crops, to overcome existing shortcomings; and Sustain-
ized by the Ibero-American Studies Institute of Hamburg, able management of natural resources, both in regions

prior to the Annual Assembly of the Board of Governors and in micro-regions.
of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), he
added that the adjustment and stabilization initiatives
under way have been reinforced recently with other
measures that affect the agricultural sector.

Accompanied by IICA's Director of External Relations
Jorge Werthein, Pifieiro also attended the Annual As-
sembly of the Board of Governors of the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB), from March 29-31.

Pineiro explained, “In some countries, substantial prog-
ress and success has been reported; in others, there are
questions and problems. In any event, there is consen-
sus that the small-farmer sector will be most affected by
] these reforms unless an express effort is made to

| improve its competitiveness."

i In the judgement of the Director General, economic
reforms will succeed to the extent that small farmers
[ progress. “The contribution of small farmers to agricul-
' tural production and to the gross domestic product will
| increase, which will help reduce poverty,” he added.

|
|
|
|
l
|
|
|
|

From left to right are tthe Dlrgcf’% '
General of lICA, Martin E. Pineir:
Waldemar Wirsig, Ass:st_anur P
Manager of the IDB; Freim

from the German parfiam
Claudia Herlt, coordinaH 2
Germany's NGOs @
Meyer-Ruhen, réP
GTZ




IICA, FIDA AND GTZ:

Inter-American Presg Award

Environment, Development anqg Agriculture

ournalists from the entire

hemisphere are invited to
participate in the second Inter-
American Press Award competi-
tion, being sponsored by IICA,
IFAD and GTZ. The theme of the
contest is "Environment, develop-
ment and agriculture in the frame-
work of Agenda 21."

Prizes will be awarded in two
categories: Daily newspapers and
international agencies, and weekly
magazines. In each category,
three prizes will be awarded: First
place, US$4,000; Second place,
US$2,000; and Third place,
US$1,000.

Open to all journalists and
correspondents of international
news agencies in Latin America,
the Caribbean, the United States of
America and Canada, the competi-
tion aims to promote social
communication through the media
for fostering analysis of and
reflection on the issues of
sustainable development, the
intimate relationship between
agriculture and natural resources,
and the contents and proposals of
Agenda 21.

social communic

encourages analysi
thought about sustainab
development. '

Aggnda 21 was approved by the
United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development
(UNCED), which took place in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, in June 1992.

Through this competition, IICA, the
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) and the
German Technical Cooperation
Agency (GTZ) seek to encourage
discussion on the environment and
development.

Their goal is also to improve the
public's awareness of attitudes,
values and measures that are
conductive to sustainable develop-
ment, as set forth in Agenda 21, and
to promote journalistic research on
the environment, sustainable
development, and the link between
agriculture and the environment,
taking into account the concept of
inter-generational responsibility.

REQUIREMENTS

Different approaches may be used to
address the general theme. Each
journalist may submit a maximum of
3 articles. Reports, interviews,
editorials, etc., published between
January 1 and July 16, 1993, will‘ be
accepted. Commentaries, technical
or scientific articles, and short news
items will not be accepted. The
deadline for submission of articles is
July 23, 1993,

Aricles must be clipped gnd
submitted to the IICA Office !n the
respective country and identified as

ANO DE

TC

INTERAMER

PREMIO

MEDIO AMBIENTE, DESARROLLO Y
AGRICULTURA, ¢n el more ja 2
ENVIRONMENT, DEVELOPMENT AND
AGRICULTURE, nhe fromew

) do la Agenda 2

¥ ot Agendo 21

: NYDTHARV-NEINI

dH\’M\'{

L)
i

ofe

follows: author, media and date of
publication. Also, each participant
must fill in and submit the registra-
tion form provided by the IICA
Office.

In each IICA member country, a
national panel of judges will be
appointed to select the two best
works, which will compete in the
inter-American contest. The
articles submitted will be judged on
the basis of impact, originality and
quality -handling of content, form
and the use of graphic resources
(photographs, tables, graphs, etc.).

The international panel of judges,
which will meet from August 30 to
September 3, 1993 at |ICA
Headquarters, will select the
winning journalists in both
categories. The decisions of the
national and international panels of
judges are final.

Given their shared interest in pro-
moting the sound use of natural
resources and putting into
operation the proposals and
contents of Agenda 21, IICA, IFAD
and GTZ decided to join forces in
sponsoring the 1993 Inter-
American Press Award.




EARTH COUNCIL

Authorities Designated

Dialogue with NGOs To Be Promoted

M eeting at IICA
Headquarters from
March 5-6, the organiz-
ing committee of the
Earth Council, which
was created by the
United Nations Confer-
ence on Environment
and Development
(UNCED), elected its
chairman and executive
director.

The 35 members of the
Commitiee unanimously
elected Maurice Strong,
from Canada, as chair-
men of the Council, and
Alicia Barcena, from
Mexico, as Executive
Director.

Strong, who served as
Secretary of the
UNCED, held in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil last June,
stated that he would
work closely with the
United Nations Commis-
sion for Sustainable De-
velopment and NGOs
concemed with the envi-
ronment.

He stressed that the
Earth Council would
work more closely with
those agencies, through
public dialogue and joint
actions.

The Earth Council was
established to support
and facilitate follow up
on and the implementa-
tion of decisions
adopted during the Rio
summit. These deci-

sions include Agenda 21,
a frame of action to orient
environmental protection
and economic growth,
conventions on climatic
changes and biodiversity,
and a declaration of
principles on forests.

He indicated that the
Council will be made up of
men and women selected
through a broad process
of consultation, adding
that nominations from the
entire world will be
received,

In this regard, Barcena
stated that the Organizing
Committee had approved
a preliminary list of
candidates for the Coun-
cil, which will be formally
established in the near
future.

The President of Costa Rica,
Rafael Angel Calderon (fourth
from right), Alicia Barcena
(center) and Maurice Strong
(right), with other participants in
the Earth Council Meeting.

New Officials
Assume Posts

uis Guillermo Parra,

from Colombia, and
D. David Wilson, of the
United States of America,
recently joined IICA as Di-
rector of Andean Area
Operations and Director
of the Agricultural Health
Program, respectively.

Parra assumed his post
on March 26, replacing
his fellow countryman,
Dario Bustamente. An
agricultural engineer with
a degree from Texas
Tech University, and
further studies in political
economy at Oxford
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Luis Guillermo Parra

David Wilson assumed
his new post on April 5.
He earned his B.S and
M.S. degrees from the
University of Texas, and
his Ph.D. from Colorado
State University.
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BAR“I}DQS F()REI.GN. MINISTER AT IICA
Official Visit

Calls for Diversification of Agriculture

T he Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Barbados, Maurice King,
visited [ICA Headquarters in
February, at which time he met
with IICA's Deputy Director
General, Reed Hertford and Jorge
Werthein, Director of External

Relations. g

A firm believer in the need to ‘é

strengthen cooperation between S L St = .

Latin America and the Caribbean, The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Barbados, Maurice King (center) met with /l(;A's ngur;'
the Minister noted that the coun- %ﬁzﬂ C(?:gn;;a/ Reed Hertford (left) and Dirsctor of External Relations, Jorg
tries of the region must diversify :

King indicated that he was pleased

agricultural production if they are support in gaining access to intema-

to secure a gppd ;')osmon.on ever tional agricultural information, and to become more familiar with ICA’s

more competitive international to a data base that facilitates programs and to establish contacts [
markets. |ICA offered Barbados decision making in the area of trade. for future cooperation agreements

IN MEMORIAM

Farewell to a Colleague and Friend

J. André Ouellette

O ur colleague and friend, J.
Andre Ouellette, Director for
Coordination of Institutional Affairs,
passed away in Costa Rica, on
April 2.

the meeting would be held outside
the Americas. Because of his
illness, he was unable to conclude
the preparations for the celebration
of lICA's fiftieth anniversary, a task
he had undertaken with special
The death of André brought great care and dedication.

sadness to those of us who shared
long hours of work with him, as well
as moments of relaxation or cele-
bration upon conclusion of a job
well done. We will long remember
his way with words, his good taste,
his concern for the slightest detail,
his keen perception of the situation,

The nature of his job enabled
André, originally from Canada, to
acquire a thorough knowledge of |
the Institute, where he began his
work in May 1983 as the Director
of Public Information and
Institutional Support. Four years
later, in 1987, he was named

h:f negoti?ting abili(tjy agi;}l\at Al planning abilities enabled him to Director for Coordination of
cf e:(rm which he undou yus always attain his objectives and to Institutional Affairs.
PICkediip from IvViDG BIMONORE, motivate those who worked with him.

In saying goodbye to our friend

His organizational skills ... One of his last and most important André, IICA News would like to
Invaluable in numerous con e:‘en assignments was to coordinate the express its most sincere
fes and seyeral meetings °f_t Tture Tenth Inter-American Conference _of condolerpes to André's widow,
ar:::r'-: méa:can‘BoaCrd i At?:ufor Ministers, which was held in Madrid, Mrs. Melida Garcia, and their

ittee, T ] . ¢
Whichho served as Toohnica speinin S e RS A 1 0

ince it was the first time i

Secretary. His enthusiasm and challepoges ‘ ﬂﬁ*’?ﬁ Ratricla Ledn .
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Programs on the March

COMPETITIVENESS

Challenges Identified

M eeling in Costa Rica,

specialists from France,
Central America and [ICA agreed
that if the economic agents of the
agricultural and agroindustrial
sectors in the Central American
subregion are to become competi-
tive in the short and long term, they
must develop the capacity o adjust
to changes in the international
market.

Photo'R. Escobar

During a workshop on the chal-
lenges facing agriculture in Central
America, the experts studied the
situation regarding coffee, cotton,
sugar, bananas, beef, rice, rubber
and protein-rich oilseeds,

The meeting, held in March at [ICA
Headquarters, was sponsored by
the Center for International Coop-
eration in Agricultural Research for
Development (CIRAD) of France,
the French Foreign Ministry and
lICA.

IICA's Director General, Martin E,
Pineiro, noted that the subregion
must re-think its approach to agri-
culture, placing greater emphasis
on long-range strategic thinking.

Central America Must Adapt to Change

He also said, “In this process to
open up their economies, pursue
integration and trade on wor{d
markets, the countries of Latin

The Director General of ICA (left), Michel
Griffon of CIRAD (center) and Carlos Po-
mareda of IICA during one of the workshop
sesslons,

America should begin to specialize
in those products for which they
have comparative advantages."

Pifeiro stressed that the challenge
facing Central America is to deter-
mine how to balance the share of
agricultural exports generated by
traditional products (50%) with new
products having greater value
added, and which can target market

nighes that pay fair international
prices.

The participants stated that the
search for competitiveness should
include measures that will "distribute
the benefits*, such as by facilitatin
access to information ang technol-g
0ogy and providing opportunities to
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define common strategieg f,
addressing change.,

The five-day workshop, which,
brought together representatiyeg
entities such as the Costa Ricy, of
Coffee Institute (ICAFE) ang the
Group of Sugar-exponing Coun-
tries of Latin America and the
Caribbean (G EPLACEA), is one of
the actions |ICA has undertaken i
support of the Agricultural
Commitment signed in Panama
the Central American Presidents
at their summit meeting

last December.

SEMINAR IN BOLIVIA
Agri-food
Indicators

'

S pecialists from 18 countries
of the region and from Spain
will meet in Santa Cruz de la
Sierra, Bolivia on May 26-28 to
attend a seminar aimed at deter-
mining the need of Latin American
and Caribbean institutions for indi-
cators on the agri-food sector.

Organized by IICA, the Spanish
International Cooperation Agency
(AECI) and the Ministry of Agricul
ture, Fisheries and Food (MAPA)
of Spain, the event will provide
forum for drafting a preliminary
version of a document on the
outlook for the agri-food sector in
Latin America and information
requirements.

Julio Hernandez, an ICA speciali
in agricultural policy analysis 2
planning, stated that the workshop
is closely related to efforts under
way in the region to convert :
agriculture into an agri-food sector:




SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Follow up on Agenda 21

Agencies Seek Coordination

PhotoPhilipe Hunzker, Guatemala

I nternational agencies

at work in Latin
America and the Carib-

bean, including IICA,
plan to coordinate their
support to the countries
in implementing the
commitments set forth in
Agenda 21, the plan of
action approved by the
United Nations Confer-
ence on Environment
and Development
(UNCED), which was
held in Rio de Janeiro in
June 1992.

This initiative to join
forces aims to eliminate
duplication of efforts and
obtain maximum results
from international
funding, and was agreed
upon shortly after the
conclusion of the so-
called Earth Summit.

The Secretary General
of the Organization of
American States (OAS)
convened an inter-
agency meeting of the
Follow Up Committee for
Agenda 21 in Washing-
ton on March 17.

AR Lol e

Participants included the

Director of [ICA's Program
Il, Technology Generation
and Technology, Eduardo
Trigo.

Other participants repre-
sented the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP), the United
Nations Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP), the
World Bank, the Eco-
nomic Commission for
Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC), the
Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank (IDB), the
OAS, the Latin American
Economic System (SELA)
and the International
Union for Conservation of
Nature and Natural
Resources (IUCN).

The topics to be ad-
dressed by the Commit-
tee, as well as its func-
tions and how it will be
organized, are still under
discussion. Nevertheless,
there is a consensus as to
the urgent need to
establish a mechanism
that will enable multina-
tional agencies to provide
cooperation fo the coun-

tries, governments,
private sector and non-
governmental organiza-
tions, that will lead to the

identification and execu-
tion of national sustain-
able development
strategies.

PROCISUR

"Edmundo Gastal" Award

Stimulates Agricultural Technology

he Board of Direc-

tors of the Coopera-
tive Program for the
Development of Agricul-
tural Technology in the
Southern Cone
(PROCISUR) will present
the "Edmundo Gastal
Award" for research or
other meritorious actions
that have contributed to
horizontal cooperation
efforts and regional
integration relative to
agricultural technology.

Research institutes in the
member countries of
PROCISUR (Argentina,
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile,
Paraguay and Uruguay);
IICA and international
agencies and national
institutions associated
with the Program are
eligible to compete for the
biennial award, which will
be presented in the
second half of this year.
Entries must be received
by May 1.

The panel of judges,
made up of Eduardo
Trigo, Director of IICA's
Technology Generation
and Transfer Program, or
his representative, and
two specialists to be
appointed by PROCISUR,
will issue its final decision
before June 30.

The award, which con-
sists of gold medal and a
certificate, will be
presented to a specialist
working in the field of
agricultural technology
research and horizontal ~
cooperation.

g Mencion
Edmundo Gastal

The award, created by
the Executive Board of
PROCISUR, honors the
memory of Edmundo
Gastal, a former
PROCISUR director who
contributed greatly to
uniting the efforts and
capabilities of the South
American countries in
the field of agricultural
technology.
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IICA, IDRC, ECLAC AND OECD
Consortium Will Promote Competitiveness

I ICA recently joined
an international
consortium which pro-
motes competitiveness
in the countries of Latin
America and the Carib-
bean through the appli-
cation of strategies that
promote sustainability

and equity.

The
consor- _*
| tium is

| made
up of
the
Interna-
tional

| Centre
| (IDRC)

Devel-

| opment
| Re-
search

TR T
of
W
Can- M
Sugin
LS vy

ada, the
Eco-
nomic Commission for

| Latin America and the

Caribbean (ECLAC) and
the Development Center
of the Organization for
Economic Cooperation
and Development
(OECD).

IICA will participate in
this initiative through a
research project receiv-
ing financial support from
the IDRC, on the com-
petitiveness of agricul-
ture and agroindustry in
the region.

In February, the IDRC

RTRIY, =~ .

Strategies to Promote Sustainability and Equity

Regional Director, Fer-
nando Chaparro, visited
IICA Headquarters to for-
malize cooperation be-
tween the two agencies,
where he met with IICA of-
ficials.

According to Walter Jaffe,
IICA technology genera-
tion and transfer expenr,
- I —— one of
=2 —— theac-
tivities
of the
. consor-
tium will
be an
inter-
| institu-
tional
seminar
to be
held in
June for
promot-
ing the
4 ex-

LHTTTTPRe . change

of information.

Agricultural
Commodity
Exchanges

uatemala and E|

Salvador have
made rapid progress in
consolidating their Agri-
cultural Commodity Ex-
changes, in an endeavor
that brings together busi-
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nessmen, producers and
IICA specialists.

The objective of Ihes.e
market mechanisms IS to
create a transparent
market and facilitate the
trade of agricultural com-
modities, using strict
standards of quality and
providing favorable prices
for consumers.

In Guatemala, the Na-
tional Agricultural Com-
modity Exchange was
launched in February,
through the joint efforts of
the Ministry of Agriculture
of Guatemala and IICA,
under a cooperation
agreement signed be-
tween the two.

This innovative marketing
instrument will involve the
principal production
areas of the country. To
this end, it will create and
improve storage and
transportation infrastruc-
ture, and, at the same
time, train personnel to
certify the quality of the
goods traded. Commodi-
ties currently traded are
coffee, corn and sesame.

The Agricultural Com-
modity Exchange of E|
Salvador (BOLPROES) is
presently involved in the
procedure of registering
the association as a legal

entity. It will soon
conduct feasibility sy,q.
ies in support of the
marketing of commgg;.
ties such as sugar cape
cereals and severa|
dairy products.

In order to exchange
experiences with theijr
counterparts in Costa
Rica, members of the
provisional Board of
BOLPROES visited that
country in February, at
which time they also
met with [ICA special-
ists.

The Salvadoran busi-
nessman, Carlos
Alegria, stated that the
exchanges enable small
farmers to participate on
an equal fqoting, "by
selling as blocs."

According to Alegria,
BOLPROES will be fully
operational in 18
months, which will
expedite the establish-
ment of the Regional
Agricultural Commodity
Exchange.




CANADA, UNITED STATES AND LATIN AMERICA

Businesses Negotiate Joint Ventures

Nontraditional Products to be Exported

F orty businessmen from Latin
America, Canada and the

United States are currently -
negotiating the conditions for
establishing joint ventures for
exporting nontraditional products to
North American markets.

This is the result of a three-year
project executed by IICA,

Agriculture Canada and the
Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency (CIDA).

Specialists from Canada and IICA
officials studied the achievements of
the initiative during a workshop in
March. At that time, the Institute
was asked to prepare a data base
with the profiles of companies

involved in the negotiations. As a
result of conversations under way,
samples of exportable products,

including fruits, vegetables, juices
and sauces, are being exchanged.

Rodolfo Quiros, Director of IICA's
Program on Trade and Integration,
stated that there would be follow up
on the contacts established among
the businessmen through national
organizations that promote joint
ventures and through the
hemispheric project on international
agricultural trade and multilateral
negotiations, executed by IICA.

US. MISSION VISITS HEADQUARTERS

Agricultural Health

I[ICA and USDA to Combine Forces

I n February, a mission from

the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) met with
IICA officials to discuss agricultural
health in the context of trade liber-
alization.

While at ICA Headquarters, Lonnie
King, Acting Director of the USDA
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, and Alejandro Theirmann,
a USDA specialist, stated that they
were interested in coordinating
actions for harmonizing animal
health and plant protection meas-
ures.

During meetings with the Director
General of IICA, Martin E. Pifeiro,
and the Acting Director of lICA's
Animal Health Program, Juan
Leon, the United States mission
underscored their interest in
combatting sanitary problems that
affect the competitiveness of Latin

American agriculture. As a result, it
is expected that the USDA will
provide support to the |ICA project
*Modernization of Quarantine
Information Systems for Increasing
Agricultural Trade in Latin America
and the Caribbean."

Harmonization of plant and animal health requirements was the focal point of discussions

IICA/USDA cooperation will focus
on harmonizing legislation relevant
to sanitary requirements and up-
grading information networks and
quarantine procedures, with a view
to eliminating trade barriers in Latin
America and the Caribbean.

among (left to right) Lonnie King, Juan Leon and Alejandro Thiermann.

COPSSy
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Action in the Countries

CENTRAL AMERICA

'Agricultural Modernization

Conversion and Training: Top Prioritics

The ministers were informed of IICA's new proposal for technical cooperation,

T he recent meeting of ministers of agriculture of
Central America was another step forward in
efforts 1o modernize agriculture in order to make it more

efficient and betier able 1o compete on world markets.

WMeeting on March 16-17 in Managua, Nicaragua, first as
the Council of Ministers and later as the Regional
Council for Agricultural Cooperation (CORECA - which
included the ministers from Mexico and the Dominican
Republic), they approved specific recommendations for
addressing new challenges.

During the summit meeting of Central American presi-
dents held in Panama last December, full suppon was
given 1o the concept of agricultural modemization when
they signed whal is known as the Agricultural Commit-
men

In support of that initiative, IICA submitted for the consid-
eration of the ministers gathered in Managua a proposal
containing six new areas of action: changes in the
production structure and modernization of agrifood sys-
tems; modernization of the smallfanm sector and partici-
pation of small farmers; suppon for integration and
agricultural trade; creation of a regional agriculiural
technology generation and transfer system; integration
and harmonization of animal and plant health systems;
and support for the Secretariat of the Council of Minis-
ters of Agriculiure of Central America.
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The proposal is currently bgjp,
studied by national authoritjgg
and will probably enter ity
force in late April, after app,

3 4 0
by the Council of Ministers -

Other important resolutiong
approved by the ministers call
for adopting a single position on
problems related to competitiye.
ness, unfair trade practices and
the poor organization of centajp
agricultural commodity markets
especially grains. '

In approving a proposal submit-
ted by Guatemala and E|
Salvador on the creation of a
Central American School of
Business Management, the
ministers recognized the urgent
need to provide training for
small- and medium-scale
farmers.

There was also movement on
other fronts in relation to human
resource training. It was

decided to extend the scope of the following training
centers to include the entire subregion: the Central
American School of Livestock Breeding -headquartered
in Costa Rica; the Agricultural Development Center of
Honduras, once external funding is secured (irrigation);

and the National School of Forestry Sciences of Hondu-
ras.

Also, the countries of Central America will continue to
work to modernize agricultural technology. In each
country, the Minister will set up a technical team that wil
prepare, with the participation of the private sector, a
plan for converting the agricultural sector.

The subregion is interested in securing Mexico's support
for geveral activities. One is a series of workshops on
agricultural trade negotiations with third countries. The
other concerns the establishment of a regional trade in-
formation system for the agricultural sector.

lmpa[:t;m resoluiions call for adop
osition on problems related to cc

N




GUATEMALA, HONDURAS AND EL SALVADOR

Trifinio Plan

Cooperation Agreement Extended

uatemala, Honduras and El

Salvador will benefit from the
extension, until December 1997, of
a technical cooperation agreement
between the Organization of Ameri-
can States (OAS) and |ICA to
support execution of the Trifinio

Plan.

The agreement was extended in
order to reinforce efforts to
implement several integrated
development projects in the border
area shared by these three Central
American countries.

Victor Tunarosa, Agricultural
Coordinator of the OAS/IICA
Border Development Unit, ex-
plained that the project is expected
to improve the living conditions of
the 600,000 inhabitants living in the
area covered by the Trifinio Plan.

In March, another agreement was
signed to execute similar projects
in the Atlantic Zone of the Isthmus,
Particularly the Gulf of Honduras.

In Tunarosa's judgement, the
expansion and extension of the
Plan reflects the confidence of the

initiative, which seeks to stimulate
local economies and foster integra-
tion and natural resource
conservation in the region.

MORE COMPETITIVE

Agreement with
Development Bank

T he objective of a general coop-
eration agreement signed
recently by the IICA Office in Brazil
and the Regional Development Bank
of the South (BRDE) is to contribute
to improving the competitiveness of
agriculture and agroindustry of the
states of southern Brazil.

When signing the document in a
special ceremony held in Porto
Alegre, the Director-President of the
BRDE, Jose Paulo Dornelles Cairolli,
and the IICA Representative in
Brazil, Victor Eduardo Machinea,
agreed that the initiative takes on
special meaning within the context of
integration among the MERCOSUR

countries.

Also in attendance were the
Minister of Agriculture, Lazaro
Barboza, and the President of the
Bank of Brazil, Alcir Augustinho
Calliari.

The agreement calls for inter-
institutional activities to address
rural credit policies, funding for
converting the agricultural and
agroindustrial sectors, funding for
agricultural and agroindustrial de-
velopment and modernization,
among others.

Also, IICA and BRDE will establish
working groups and technical
missions to monitor the projects
and activities carried out under the
agreement, with a view to offering
recommendations that can be used
later for purposes of training.

governments participating in the
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| with the Ministers of

DIRECTOR OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS IN BRAZIL

Challenges for Sustainable Development in Agriculture

T

Consensus Must be Changed into Action

D uring a visit to Brazil on
March 15-16, IICA's Director
of External Relations, Jorge Wer-
thein, met with top government
officials to analyze the challenges
that must be met in order to put into
practice a sustainable
development policy for
agriculture.

In Brasilia, Werthein met

Foreign Relations, of
Agriculture and of the
Environment, Fernando
Hennigue Cardoso,
Lazaro Barboza and
Jorge Coutinho, respec-
tively.

In their discussions, he
explained the urgency of
implementing the new |
development model ad- |
vocated in Agenda 21.

His concern was shared
by the Brazilian minis-
ters, who indicated that
their government also
placed special impor-
tance on the topic and that, its
position coincided with [ICA's, in
that action must be taken immedi-
ately.

Approved by the United Nations
Conference on Environment and
Development (UNCED), which took
place in Rio de Janeiro in June
1992, Agenda 21 proposes a frame
of action for orienting efforts to
address environmental protection
and economic growth.

Werthein, Cardoso, Barboza and
Coutinho agreed that moving from

- -.gi
/.cf’/"{

)=

the political consensus achieved
during UNCED to action is a task
the region must undertake immedi-
ately because humanity cannot wait
until tomorrow to solve the problems

of poverty, hunger, illiteracy and
environmental deterioration.

The Director of External Relations
noted that the adoption of more
sustainable patterns of development
involves defining a basic strategy for
the agricultural sector, given that *...
agriculture is and will continue to be
the backbone of most of our
economies.”

Werthein drew attention to the
importance of incorporating a
greater concern for natural
resources into efforts under way in
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the region to promote trade o
and liberalization. ,"If not,* he
warned, "we may accelerate

environmental deterioration which
would cause economic growth to

come to a halt."

Pening

Werthein met with the Ministers of
Agriculture, Lazaro Barboza (above left), of
Foreign Relations, Femando Henrique
Cardoso (right) and of the Environment,
Jorge Coutinho (bottom left).




CHILE

Credit for Women Farmers

A s part of activities to
promote and
strengthen the develop-
ment of small businesses
and production groups run
by women, |ICA has
provided support to the
creation of a credit fund for
women farmers in Chile.

A total of US$84,000 in
funding will be provided by
the Canadian International
Development Agency
(CIDA), the technology
transfer program of the
Agricultural Development
Institute (INDAP) of Chile,
and lICA.

The fund will be used
primarily to open a portfo-
lio of loans and to train
technicians involved in
technology transfer.

The creation of this
funding mechanism is one
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To Strengthen Development of Small Businesses

The initiative will benefit women who farm on a small-scale.

of the activities of the joint
project "Supporting
Activities With Women
Farmers," being carried out
jointly since last year by
INDAP and |ICA.

This fund will benefit women
producers and farmers

who have limited access to
technical assistance and
often work up to 17 hours

a day on the farm and in

the home.

ARGENTINA A X
Book Published on IICA's Fiftieth Anniversary

A s part of the activities
carried out in con-
.

so ATARARES RONS

nection with the fiftieth -
anniversary of the Institute,
the IICA Office in Argentina
recently published the book
on agriculture as the
strength and future of the
Americas (America: Viday
Futuro de un Continente).

The book traces |ICA's
development over its fifty
years of institutional life in

al cooperation
tin Ar

the hemisphere, focusing on |

Agriculture: Strength and Future of the Americas

At present, the IICA Office
in Argentina is supporting
the joint efforts of farmers
and the government to
reactivate and modemize
the country's agroindustrial
complex, taking into ac-
count social equity and
sustainability.

ARGENTINA
Network a

Success

T raining and

support in building
the infrastructure
needed by small
farmers are two of the
lines of action pursued
in recent months by the
Rural Agroindustry
Network (REDAR) of
Argentina.

Mercedes Basco, rural
development specialist
at the IICA Office,
stated that these
actions involve the
participation of small
farmers and have
contributed to solving,
among others,
problems related to
production, organization
and marketing.

Under the training
component, a workshop
was held on rural
agroindustries and
marketing, where
emphasis was placed
on the need for small
farmers to sell their
crops to the food
industry as a means of
improving their position
on the market.

In addition, a seminar
offered technical
extension personnel
from several provinces
further knowledge on
appropriate
technologies for
sustainable rural
development.
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Commemorative Plaque

I ICA's Representative in Canada, Emani Fiori (left), presents the Minister

of Agriculture of that country, Bill McKnight, with a plaque commemorat-
ing two important events: the fiftieth anniversary of lICA and the twentieth an-
niversary of Canada's membership in this specialized agency of the inter-
American system.

CENTRAL AMERICA AND DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Rural Agroindustry
CIDIA and PRODAR Promote Training

T hrough training activities, Professionals and technicians from

CIDIA, a specialized unit of governmental and nongovernmental
lICA, and the Hemispheric Rural

Agroindustrial Development
Program (PRODAR,), are working
together to foster the development
of rural agroindustries in Central
America and the Dominican
Republic.

To this end, in late 1992 they joined
forces and began a three-year
training program designed to
produce 15 manuals, three models
for promoting agroindustries

and managing micro-businesses
and one video. It will also train

a team of 50 outreach workers/
trainers.

PhotoVicente Tolentina, R. Dominicana

institutions, farmers a
tatives of rural assoq;

cooperatives will ben
initiative.

nd Tepreg
efit from the

en

According to Francois Boucher
French expert directing PROD/'\;;i
the goal is to provide institutions '
responsible for rura| agroindustryi
Central America and the Domin :
Republic with a set of teachin
materials that will enable them to
carry out ongoing training activities
to upgrade the management of
such enterprises.

In his opinion, the training program
fills a need because "there is a lack
of qualified personnel in the region
who can help farmers manage their
agroindustries, especially as
concerns technology, business
management and marketing."

Boucher explained that the work
being carried out in Central
America and the Dominican
Republic will serve as a pilot
Project, with a view to transferring
the experience gained to the
Andean countries and the
Southern Cone.

PRODAR is coordinated by IICA
and its primary objective is to ;

consolidate rural agroindustry in
the region.
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PERU

Adjustment and Agriculture

he impact of

adjustment on
agricultural policy in
Peru was the topic of a
workshop held in Lima in
February which brought
together representatives
of the public and private

With regard to the first
topic, the participants
recognized the efforts
Peru has made to adjust
and stabilize its economy,
and recommended that
the country continue to
liberalize trade in order to

The Minister of Agriculture of Peru, Absalon Vasquez (left), receives
the medal commemorating lICA's fiftieth anniversary.

sectors, universities, non-
governmental
organizations and funding
institutions.

Organized by the IICA
Office in Peru and the
Ministry of Agriculture of
that country, the meeting
served as a forum to
discuss three topics in
depth: economic policy
reforms and agriculture in
Peru, adjustment and the
rural poor, and
challenges in institutional
organization for bringing
about comprehensive
and sustainable agricul-
tural modernization.

take advantage of oppor-
tunities opening up on the
international market.

As to the second topic,
participants agreed that
poverty in rural areas,
which affects 75% of the
population, has not been
alleviated by adjustment
programs. To the
contrary, it has been
proved that they have had
a negative effect on the
urban poor, whose
purchasing power has
declined.

Lastly, with regard to

and agricultural moderni-
zation, it was stated that
Peru must define, by
consensus and in line with
its priorities and interests,
policies and initiatives that
will make it possible to
move toward this goal.

This workshop was
carried out under the
IICA/SAREC (Swedish
Agency for Research
Cooperation with
Developing Countries)
Project, which conducted
case studies in eight Latin
American countries -
including Peru- to analyze
the impact of adjustment
programs on agricultural

policy.

ECUADOR

Support for
Modernization

A gricultural policy,
technology, trade
and integration, rural

development, agricultural
health and project
formulation are the six
areas in which |ICA will
focus its technical
cooperation activities in
Ecuador this year in
support of agricultural
modernization.

These initiatives, as well
as others defined in
accordance with the
priorities of Ecuadoran
government and
agricultural sector
officials, will be executed

by the IICA Office in that
country under the
leadership of IICA
Representative

Alex Barril.

In connection with agri-
cultural policy, the Infor-
mation System for
Agricultural Policy
Analysis (SIAPA) will be
installed in the [ICA
Office and in one of the
specialized units of the
Ministry of Agriculture.

As far as foreign trade
and integration are
concerned, the national
project “Support for -
Public and Private
Institutions" will continue
to provide important
support for activities
being carried out by the
Undersecretariat of
Marketing in connection
with bilateral and
multilateral trade
agreements.

A study will be
conducted on competi-
tiveness, with support
from the public and
private sectors, the
objective being to help
identify responses to the
challenges ahead for
Ecuador. Finally,
continued support will be
provided to PROTECA,
an ambitious initiative
addressing the topic of
agricultural technology.

_ institutional organization
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‘ T he Republic of Korea and
[ICA are working together in

pursuit of a common objective: 10
promote a style of rural develop-
ment that allows farmers to build a
better future for themselves, and to
foster trade between Korea and the
countries of Latin America and the

| Caribbean.

This has been the tenor of relations
| since 1988, when |ICA's Director
General, Martin E. Pineiro, and
Director of External Relations,
Jorge Werthein, met in Seoul with
Korean government authorities,

In April 1990, a mission headed by
Young Kun Shim, Chief Advisor on
Agriculture 1o the President of Ko-

rea, met for the first time with 1ICA Korea purchases some US$6.5 At the same time, Korean authori-
authorities where the topics of billion in agricultural commodities an- ties have organized a series of
trade and rural development were nually, half of which corresponds to high-level meetings to study the
raised for the first time as areas grains and some US$500 million to impact of efforts to promote trade
suitable for joint action, meat, between Korea and Latin America.
Six months after Shim's visit 1o The Republic of Korea and IICA At the last of these meetings, held
| IICA Headquarters, IICA and the si . ) L) ast of these i Direc-
. Rural Development Adminigtration necadies aneocperslion in late 1992 in Seoul, I0AS o
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SPECIALISTS UPDATE THEIR KNOWLEDGE

Around 100 Specialists Receive Training

Alternative production activities promoted

A s part of its technical cooperation program with

Latin America and the Caribbean, over the last ten
years the Republic of Korea has provided training for
some 100 specialists technicians responsible for the ad-
ministration of rural development projects.

Technicians from Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, Ja-
maica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru and Suriname
updated their knowledge of management of rural busi-
nesses; technology transfer, with emphasis on crop
mechanization; fruit growing; fish farming and silkworm

production.

The objective of this ambitious cooperation initiative,
whose first phase concluded in 1990, is to train Latin
America and Caribbean technicians to promote, within
their projects, the development of alternative production
activities that will help boost the incomes of small
farmers.

What impact has this training had? Are conditions in
Latin America and the Caribbean such that they ensure
successful rural development programs? What alterna-
tive activities have small farmers taken on to increase
their incomes? What are the greatest needs in terms of

technology?

These and other questions were answered during an
international seminar in Costa Rica sponsored by the

IICA served as the site for
an international seminar
that examined the impact
of Korean support in the
region on rural develop-
ment.

Rural Development Administration of the Republic of
Korea and IICA, attended by representatives qf the 14
countries that participated in the Korean initiative.

There was almost unanimous agreement among partici-
pants that the lack of financing, limited access to land
and inadequate technology transfer are the key factors
that limit the impact of rural development policies in the’
region.

They agreed that the importance of Korea's efforts lies in
the fact that they focus on improving the production of
small farms with the application of new technologies,
diversification of production and technology transfer.

Specialists from the Korean Division of Technical Coop-
eration for Rural Development stated that they are pro-
moting a stratified technological system in Latin America
and the Caribbean that can be adapted to the circum-
stances and needs of the small farmer, and that, at the
same time, will contribute to improving output and diver-
sifying crops. With regard to the latter point, some
participants pointed out that Korea has promoted
mechanized rice production on small farms, given the
potential this crop offers when combined with fish
farming and silkworm production.




MISSION OF EXPERTS VISITS LATIN AMERICA

Korea Assesses Food Market

S ince 1992, Korean missions

have been visiting different
subregions of Latin America in
order to explore the possibilities
offered its food market.

Interested in making the region one
of their principal suppliers of agri-
cultural products, the missions
have carefully studied the potential
of these countries for meeting
Korea's needs.

Through IICA Headquarters and
the Offices in the countries, the
Institute has provided the mission

Photo/R. Escobar

with technical support and served
as liaison in arranging meetings be-
tween Korean officials and foreign
trade authorities, businessmen and
exporters. In the judgement of
IICA's Director General, Martin E.
Pineiro, agriculture will be of great
importance in the 1990s primarily
because, as economies open up
and trade is liberalized, Latin Amer-

Agri-food potential is of great interest

ica and the Caribbean will have new
opportunities to strengthen trade re-
lations with emerging powers such
as Korea.

By mid-1992, the missions had
visited Central America and Mexico.
Headed by Sang Mu Lee, Director
General of the Policy Office of the
Ministry of Agriculture, and Young
Kun Shim, an economist at the Na-
tional University of Seoul, the

Young Kun Shim (Left) and San Mu Lee head
the Korean delegation explorning the Latin
American food market

mission assessed the efficiency of
coffee, banana and vegetable
production, and explained that their
country is an alternative market for
traditional products which are cyr-
reptly constrained by depressed
Prices and quota Systems.

In February of this

o] ear, s
visited Argentina, ariiciseion
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Brazil and Chjje,

where they studied in detaj| Pric.
transportation costs and animales'
and plant health systems The
mission’s Visit was of particy|a,
interest in Buenos Aires, given that
Korea currently imports USgp 5
billion in grains and US$500 Million
in meat annually.

Mu Lee explained that his coypy
does not purchase meat from the
Southern Cone because of the
incidence of foot-and-mouth
disease. He added, however, that
since large regions have been
declared free of that disease, theijr
governments could negotiate
special treatment.

In Chile and Brazil, they studied
different commaodities, but their
main focus was on fruit. As for
Brazil, the Korean expert noted that
agricultural production costs are
low, but not domestic transporta-
tion, which can affect the country's
competitiveness.

As a result of these missions, a
Brazilian delegation headed by the
Minister of Agriculture (MAG),
Lazaro Barboza, the President of
the Brazilian Institute of Agricultural
Research (EMBRAPA), M. Xavier
Flores, the Secretary of Rural
Development of the MAG, Ruy
Vaz, and representatives of the
private business sector will visit
Seoul in May to study possible joint
ventures. -

In November, Seoul will be the sité
of a meeting in which some 300
representatives from Latin America
will discuss with Korean authorities
and businessmen the advantages
of agricultural products from this re-
gion.

Finally, the Korean mission plans ©©
visit the Andean nations in Juné
and July, and will conclude their
travels next year in Uruguay and
Paraguay.




1992 ANNUAL
REPORT

IICA Editorial Service
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Under the motto "Fifty
Years of Inter-American
Cooperation," the
Annual Report presents
a summary of lICA's
actions and orientation

during 1992.

In the Foreword, the
Director G« al, Martin
E. Pineiro >s that
1992 was 2 r high-
lighted by ! lebra-
tions marking [ICA's fifty

years of institutional life,
which provided an
opportunity to under-
score the Institute's
record of service as well
as the growing impor-
tance of agriculture in
the new national and
international contexis.

Chapter 1, entitled
“1992: A Landmark
Year," summarizes the
progress made in
complying with the reso-
lutions of the Tenth
ICMA in lICA's three key
areas of action:
modernization and com-
petitiveness; agriculture
and sustainable

de . it

velopment; equity

Publications

and rural development;
integration and interna-
tional trade; rural women;
and human resource
training.

Chapter 2 describes the
hemispheric, multinational
and national technical
Support actions carried
out by IICA through its
five Programs and its
specialized units, CEPPI
and CIDIA. Chapter 3
summarizes |ICA's action
in the countries.

Chapters 4 and 5 discuss
cooperative relations with
other international
agencies and donor
countries, and the
administrative structure of
the Institute, respectively.

SOSTENIBILIDAD Y AGRI-
CULTURA DE LADERAS

CAMBIO TECNOLOGICO Y
CAMBIO INSTITUCIONAL

Eduardo Lindarte
Carlos Benito
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This book, published by
the IICA Editorial Service,
discusses the crisis

confronting hillside agri-
culture in Central America
and caused by deforesta-
tion, the loss of biological
diversity, soil deterioration
and pollution of the water

supply.

The study, published
under the Program
Papers Series, proposes
that new agricultural
technologies be incorpo-
rated as a valid
mechanism for promoting
sustainable production.

The development of
national research pro-
grams, the establishment
of inter-institutional
research networks, and
the preparation of an
inventory of technical
resources in the region
are some of the proposals
discussed in the book.

DESARROLLO RURAL

MICRORREGIONAL Y
DESCENTRALIZACION

Manuel Chiriboga
Orlando Plaza

JICA™
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Decentralization and
microregional rural

These publica-
tions can be
purchased at
IICA Head-
quarters or in
the IICA
Offices in

the member
countries.

ay———

development are the
pillars of democratic,
comprehensive and
sustainable moderniza-
tion addressed in this
publication written by
two specialists from
lICA's Program on
Organization and
Management for Rural

Development. ’

000X 18 L

€ heed 10 sirike a
balance between
economic growth,
sustainability and equity,
based on the active
participation of small
farmers and improved
competitiveness of
agriculture, through the
processing of
agricultural products.

The book was based on
the results of a series of
case studies on micro-
regional rural develop-
ment conducted in
several countries of

the region.
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Argentina,
Brazil

Intemational news

encies and newspapers
Argentina and Brazil
covered the visit by a
Korean mission fo several
countries of the Southem
Cone in February. The
mission was in South
America, with support from
lICA, 1o evaluate the Latin
American market as a
supplier of foodstuffs.

Made up of Sang Mu Lee,
Director General of the
Policy Office of the
Ministry of Agriculture, and
Young Kun Shim, an
economist at the National
University of Seoul, the
| mission met with
authorities and business-
men from Chile, Argentina
and Brazil.

The Republic of Korea,
which imporis US$6.5
billion annually in
agricultural products,
wishes to purchase
foodstuffs from Latin
America. At present, its
principal suppliers are the

A

in the News

United States and certain
countries in Southeast Asia.
(Argentina: La Nacion and
El Cronista, Brazil: Jornal
de Brasilia and Gazeta
Mercantil, Inter Press
Service (IPS), and others).

Central America

In late February, IICA and
the Organization of Ameri-
can States (OAS) extended
a cooperation agreement to
support the activities of the
TRIFINIO border area de-
velopment plan, which was
covered by newspapers in

Guatemala, Honduras and
El Salvador.

In operation for seven
years, the TRIFINIO Plan
promotes the development
of ecologically sustainable
production activities in the
border area shared by

these three Central Ameri-
can nations.,

Under the extension, the
Plan now calls for the social
and economic development
of the Atlantic zone along

24

I 4

the Gulf of Honduras. Also
under study is the possibility
of executing a similar project
in the Gulf of Fonseca, on
the Pacific Ocean, where
Nicaragua, Honduras and El
Salvador share a common
border. (Guatemala: El
Grafico, El Salvador: Siglo
XXI|, Honduras: El Heraldo,
ACAN-EFE and Inter Press
Service, IPS).

United States

Land of Plengy, Offer lresh clmll(n e
‘ k tany,

The Earth Times 5
specialized pypjic.
sustainable dey
dedicated cong;
space in its Ma
reviewing |lICA'
the internation
its technical ¢
actions.

CatiOn 0
elopmem
derablg
rch iSSUe to
S Work and
al scope of
OOperation

It describes in-depth the
strategic value of the
Institute's activities to
support the countries in
their efforts to consolidate
a sustainable agricultura|
model.

The publication highlights
the Institute's five areas of
concentration and the
work carried out by its

specialized units in
seeking solutions to the
lenges posed by the
alobalization of the

\ economy and trade
liberalization.

Upcoming ij

lICA and the World Bank.

America and
tries, St, Lucia,

Sant
the S
and the M

Activities

* International Symposium "Public and Private
Sector Roles in the Provision of Agricultural Services.
May 17-19,1993, San Jose, Costa Rica.

Panish International Cooperation Agemypood

=

Organized by

- First Meeting of the Technical Committee for the
ransfer of Agricultural Technology between Latin k.
the Caribbean, May 17-21, 1993, 2

" International Workshop *Agri-food Statistics in
tin America and the Car%begn.' May 26-28, 198
3 Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, Organiz

[ICA
cY by(AEC|)

inistry of Aqri - haries and
(MAPA) of Sp?i,n(,) Agriculture, Fisheries
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Costa Rican President Rafael Angel Calderon (second from left to right) inaugurated the seminar «Agriculture and natural
resources: the heritage of Ibero-America and a source of competitiveness.» The meeting generated recommendations
which President Calderon presented to the Third Ibero-American Summit Meeting of Heads of State and Govern ment, held
In Bahia, Brazil. Accompanying him are the Minister of Agriculture, Juan Rafael Lizano; the Director General of IICA, Martin
E. Pifeiro; and the Minister of Natural Resources, Energy and Mines, Orlando Morales.

N MEXICo

IABA to Hold Seventh Regular Meeting

Executive Committee Approves Agenda

& WORLD SYMPOSIUM :
A Call for Concerted Action e
Public-Private Provision of Agricultural Services
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Public-private
provision of
agricultural services
recommended
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Negotiating teams
trained in Central
America and Ecuador
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Fifty percent of
families on livestock
farms in Uruguay
affected

15

UNITED STATES -
IICA

More than fifty years
of active cooperation
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PUBLICATIONS

New books available
on trade, agroindustry
and technology

Articles in this issue of IICA News
may be reproduced if the source is
cradited.

Neows magazine on activities of the
Inier-American Institute for Co-
opcration on Agriculture, IICA.
Published bi-monthly, in separate
Spanish, English and France edi-
tions, by IICA's Communications
Division, Public Information Unit.
Address: Apdo 55-2200 Coronado,
San José, Cosa Rica. Cable: [ICA
San Jose. Telex:2144 1ICA.
Fax:204741. Telephone:290222.
Editor in Chief: Patricia Leon.
Editors: Mishelle Mitchell and
Danilo Jiménez. English transla-
tion and editing: Paul MurphY,
Barbara Cohen and Susana Raine.
Director of Exernal Relations:
Jorge Werthein.

The Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture (IIC
is headquartered in San 'J959d'
Costa Rica. It is the specla_luze‘
agency for agriculture of the ml:f
American system. |t was foun

by the governments of th
phere in 1942 to encourageé:
mote and support th .
by its Member Sates for agncge e
development and rural wel
It has 33 Member States an
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Headquarters

BT TR

GHANA MISS
ION VISITS HEADQUARTERS

Agricultural Trade

l
|
|
|
|
|
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| A mission from the Republic of
Ghana of private and public
sector representatives visited IICA
Headquarters in April to gather
information on how the countries of
Latin America organize trade.

Regional Model of Interest to Africans

Ghana is interested in improving its
agricultural trade.

The mission, which included
members of the Ghana Export
Promotion Council (GEPC), met with

the Deputy Director General of the
Institute, Reed Hertford, and the
Director of IICA’s Trade and Inte-
gration Program, Rodolfo Quiros.

During the meeting, Hertford and
Quiros described IICA’s cooperation
activities in the hemisphere to
stimulate the marketing of
agricultural commodities, as well as
its training program to upgrade
multilateral trade negotiation skills.

Henry Oko, Acting Executive
Secretary of the GEPC, praised the
success of Latin American countries
in promoting their agro-exports. In
this connection, he expressed his
country’s interest in improving the
organization, production and sale of
its vegetable products, based on the
model applied in the region.

During their stay in Costa Rica,
mission members met with national
exporters to exchange information
on the export of vegetable
products.

CENTRAL AMERICA

Joint Effort
Agricultural Information

nited by their interest to
| contribute to integration efforts
" in Central America, IICA and Revista
| Panorama Internacional recently
| signed a cooperation agreement,
one of the objectives of which is to
work together to increase the output
and circulation of agricultural news
from the subregion.

The agreement was signed by

IICA’s Director of External Relations,
Jorge Werthein, and the Director of
the magazine, Marilyn Cristia. They
both indicated that the agreement is
non-commercial in nature and will
contribute to making agricultural
information an instrument supporting

integration in Central America.
R
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The cooperation agreement was signed by the Director of Panorama Internacional, Marilyn

Cristia, and the Director of External Relations of IICA, Jorge Werthein.

Panorama Internacional is published
in Costa Rica and circulated
throughout Central America.
Targetting professionals and leaders
of the isthmus, it provides
information and analyses on current

v i

Some of the major topics covered by
this weekly magazine, which has a
network of correspondents and
commentators, are economics,
politics, development, ecology and
agriculture.

issues and news from the subregion.

e




Programs on the March
AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Proposal amended =~ s A A | 3
President Calderon Presents Proposal to [bero-American
|

\ : ; i he even i
‘ A proposal on agriculture and natural resources, which During the inaugural session of the event, the Director

Costa Rican President Rafael Angel Calderon General of IlC?{\, Martin E. P:r:zrr:t),t ri:;udrtohatsPrles;de,-,t
' presented to the Third Ibero-American Summit Meeting of Calderon’s willingness to pre ploposa

Heads of State and Government, will include proposals demonstrates the interest gf the Government of Costa
for joint action to address poverty, technology, legislation Rica in conserving the eqv1ronment, and the |evel.of
and training. social and political maturity the people of Costa Rica have

displayed in addressing this issue.

During a two-day meeting held at [ICA Headquarters from
June 24-25, delegates from 12 countries, representatives of Pifieiro noted that the meeting in Bahia will provide an
cooperation agencies and specialists in the field discussed opportunity to give political recognition to the topic at the

the contents of the document Calderon was to present at hemispheric level, «enabling both countries and agencies

l
|
the Summit Meeting in Bahia, Brazil, from July 13-16.

to develop a broad framework of action.» 4‘
The meeting was organized by the Inter-American Insti- -

tute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) and sponsored President Calderon praised ICA’s efforts in promoting
by the Earth Council, a nongovernmental organization sustainable agriculture and recalled that a year ago, at
responsible for following up on the agreements of the the United Nations Conference on Environment and
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, the Institute supported the creation of the
Development (UNCED), held in Brazil in June 1992. Earth Council and its being headquartered in Costa Rica.

Discussions centered around the document «Sustainable
Agriculture in Ibero-America: Actions to Meet the
Challenges of the Immediate Future,» which was

He pointed out that, given the current situation, efforts
must focus on promoting a style of development that not

prepared by lICA specialists. In four working sessions, only serves people but also is in harmony with nature.
the participants studied in detail topics such as: This meeting, he added, draws on the spirit of the Rio
Economic, Trade and Financial Policy; Institutional Conference, but also «will provide us with conceptual and
Reform and Private-Sector Organizations; Technological analytical elements» for the upcoming  Ibero-American
Renovation, and Human Resource Development. Summit.

e

—
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During the first working
session, the Director
General of lICA, Martin E-
Pineiro (left), delivered an
address on the challenges
of achieving sustainable
agriculture in Latin
America. He s
accompanied by the
Minister of Agriculturé of
Costa Rica, the Exec!
Director of the Earth ;
Council and the Director ©!
IICA’s Technology
Generation and Transfer
Program.
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Pelegates from 12 countries, rep
in the field participated in the meeting.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The participants agreed that the proposal to be presented
in Bahia should define sustainable agriculture in
ecological, economic as well as social terms. They also
agreed that this is a very dynamic concept about which
new knowledge is constantly being generated.

In the area of macroeconomic policy, questions were
raised as to why structural adjustment programs promote
the elimination of subsidies and the opening of trade,
while developed countries not only protect their
agricultural sectors, but also put up barriers to and place
restrictions on free trade. As regards this latter point,
«caution» was urged in opening up trade.

The suggestion was put forth that the document President
Calderon will carry to Brazil contain a statement on this
practice, which, according to figures presented in the
seminar, costs developed countries some US$300 billion

per year.

Another topic discussed at length during the seminar was
poverty and its direct effectin deteriorating the
environment and natural resources. It was pointed out that
this is a problem of inequality which must be met head on,
by ensuring an equitable distribution of the benefits
generated by development and economic growth.

After recommending that this point be inclngd inthe
proposal to be presented in Bahia, the panl‘c,lpan18~§!§9¢ :

highlighted the role the organizations of civil society c

resentatives of cooperation ayencies and specialists

play in designing and implementing
initiatives to solve the problems of the poor
and of the environment.

THE ROLE OF THE STATE

Regarding the role of the state, which

has been very much discussed recently as
the result of reforms to reduce its

size, emphasis was placed on the need
for it to continue to function as «the
guardian of the resources of future
generations.»

Participants insisted that the state must be
modern and flexible, and that, in
connection with sustainability, it has
responsibilities in areas such as research,
human resource training and investments
to ensure equity.

As regards legislation, the Latin American delegates
recognized that laws related to sustainability are weak. In
recognizing that «the little legislation that does exist is
outdated and is not yet a body of laws,» they
recommended a region-wide effort to update relevant
legislation.

In regard to technology, various ideas were set forth.
Latin America has well developed operating capacity
including national research institutions and cooperative
programs in the Andean Area and the Southern Cone
which should continue to be tapped.

Also, in solving the most pressing problems, such as soil
exhaustion, pollution and erosion, they recommended

combining the use of modern technologies with traditional

technologies native to the region. It was also
recommended that horizontal cooperation schemes be
created, networks be established for the exchange of
information and experiences, and that consideration be
given to the possibility of establishing a fund to finance
such activities.

In the section on human resources, considerable
attention was paid to the topic of training. Specifically,
the goal is to develop a process in which teaching

and research go hand in hand, making it possible to
change the public’s attitude toward sustainability, to
facilitate dialogue and the search for consensus, to
restore the region’s capacity for generating new ideas,
to foster the development of endogenous




WORLD SYMPOSIUM

A Call for Concerted Action

Public-Private Provision of Agricultural Services

he public and private sectors

should work together, rather
than against each other, in providing
agricultural services. The aims are to
achieve efficient production, improve
competitiveness, ensure the access
of all groups of producers to these
services, and protect natural
resources.

Pt/ E scobar

mark, was attended by repre-
sentatives from 51 countries from
the Americas, Africa, Asia and
Eastemn Europe. It provided a
valuable opportunity to discuss in
depth the issue of who should
provide services such as research,
seed production, agricuttural
extension and information, financing

Participants in the symposium agreed that if the private sector is to assume a more active role, it

will be necessary for the public sector 1o become

During a world symposium held at
|ICA Headquarters from May 17-19,
participants discussed the alliance
that should exist between the public
and private sectors and concluded

" that in order for the private sector to

play a more active role, the public

| sector must be modern, flexible and
- efficient.

| The meeting, organized by the World

Bank and IICA, with support from the

. governments of France and Den-
RO S it =

more modern, flexible and efficient.

and the promotion of trade, among
others.

From the very beginning,

discussions focused on one concern:

the redefinition of public and private
responsibilities must take place
gradually and in a balanced manner,
within the context of efforts to
downsize the state.

During the inaugural session, the
Director General of IICA, Martin E.

6
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Pifeiro, stated that although the
downsizing of the state was
necessary and unavoidable both
because of the crisis and the
structural fiscal deficit, it was not
being done in a balanced fashion.
«There is need for reflection and
clarity,» he added.

Pifeiro indicated that if the state
stops providing certain services,
every effort should be made to
ensure that the services continue to
reach the least advantaged sectors
of agriculture who are in aweaker
negotiating position on the market.
Similarly, it will be necessary to
articulate public and private sector
activities.

The Director of Agriculture of the
world Bank, Michel Petit, stated that
when defining the roles that
correspond to each sector, the
criteria of efficiency and the search
for economic growth should be taken
into consideration. He stressed,
however, that this does not
necessarily mean that the public
sector must relinquish allits
responsibilities.

According to the Minister of
Agriculture of Costa Rica, Juan
Rafael Lizano, the state must
become a better administrator and
manager and the private sector
should be encouraged to take on
roles that will improve production
efficiency and promote
modernization.

As far as the provision of agricultura
research and extension services 15
concerned, the experts atthe
symposium acknowledged thatthe
private sector is becoming
increasingly more interested and
active inthese areas. NonthelesS:
they also stressed that state '
intervention is required to ensuré tha
the rural poor share in the beneft®
and that natural resources aré Us®
appropriately.

4




| BOLIVIA

| Food and Infonnatlon

' Experts Study How Statistics are Prepared

f E xperts from Spain and the

region who met in Santa Cruz

. de la Sierra, Bolivia, from May 26-
| 28, agreed that, in order to design

policies to strengthen the agri-food

| sectorin Latin American and the
. Caribbean, it is necessary to have

timely and reliable statistics to
support decision making.

One of the results of the meeting
organized by IICA, the Spanish
International Cooperation Agency
(AECI) and the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food of
Spain (MAPA), was a preliminary

At the seminar participants were apprised of
the state of agri-food statistics in the region.

document describing the outlook for
the agri-food sector in Latin America
and information needs.

Julio Hernandez, an IICA specialist
in agricultural policy analysis and
planning, indicated that the seminar
proved to be a valuable opportunity
for assessing the current status of
agri-food statistics in the region.
Participants reviewed the results of
a survey conducted in 18 countries,
which highlighed shortcomings and

was useful for designing instruments
to eliminate them.

According to MAPA's Deputy
Director General of Statistics,
Profirio Sanchez, statistics are not
being used adequately as a tool for
supporting agri-food policy
decisions. «Statistics are currently
underutilized; use is not made of all
the statistics generated because of
problems in disseminating them
among potential users,» he added.

The technical secretary of the Inter-
American Statistics Institute, Evelio
Fabbroni, advocated that the use of
agri-food information should be
systematized through pilot
experiences in two countries, the
result of which could be extrapolated
subsequently to the rest of the
countries. In support of this
proposal, he stated that there is a
solid legal basis in Latin America
and the Caribbean to support the
generation of statistics.

With regard to the private sector’s
role in generating agri-food
statistics, Hernandez suggested that
this process should be regulated
and carried out in a concerted
manner, in order to ensure that
methods guaranteeing greater
coverage and timeliness are used.
In his opinion, efforts must also be
made to avoid the inappropriate use
of statistics and to improve
dissemination.

Meeting in Ecuador

E cuador will be the site of the
first hemisphere-wide meeting
on agricultural commodity
exchanges, which will take place in
Quito from July 28-30.

Representatives from 14 countries
of the Americas interested in pro-
moting new types of technical and
trade cooperation will participate.

AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY EXCHANGES

Technical and Trade Cooperation Promoted

The activity, organized by the
Agricultural Commodity Exchange of
Guayaquil, is receiving support from
IICA through its Program on Trade
and Integration and the lICA Office
in Ecuador.

In addition to encouraging an
exchange of experiences among
commodity exchanges operatlng in

FHANEER 2

the hemisphere in the context of
market and trade liberalization, the
activity also seeks to establish
permanent links among these
innovative agricultural commodity
trading systems.

The meeting is one of the activities
considered in a letter of
understanding signed on April 28 by
the IICA Representative in Ecuador,
Alex Barril, and the Executive
Director of the National Agricultural
Commodity Exchange, Alvaro
Truijillo.




CENTHAL AMICRICA

Private Sector Creates Federation
Support for Integration and Trade Negotiations

l{ opresentatives of tho privato
agricultural sector of Contral
America, moeeting in Costa Ricaon
May 28, established a federation that
will work with governments on Issues
related to integration and trade
negotiations

The announcement was made at the
conclusion of the «First Meeting of
Private Agricultural Sector
Organizations of the Central
American Isthmus,» held at lICA
Headguanters. The main challenge
facing the federation willbe to assist
the private sector in playing a major
role in negotiations for free trade
agreements

Marco Vinicio Ruiz, of the Costa
Rican Union of Private Sector Entities
and Associations, stated that «the
Federation of Private Agricultural

'~ Sector Entities of the Central

. American Isthmus provides us with a

vehicle to achieve this objective.»

According to Ruiz, the creation of the
federation comes at a particularly

slgnificant momontwhon tho
agricultural soctor s carofully ;
following negotiations on a froo trado

Ropresentativos of the private soctor 8UpP°
ported [ICA's offorta to promote the ostablish:
mont of agricultural commodity exchangos.

agreementwith Mexico and is
studying the scope of the North
American Free Trade Agreement
signed by Mexico, Canada and the
United States of America.

On this topic, Rulz called attention to
«the speed with which developments
are taking place» and warned of the
risk to production sectors,

Rodolfo Quiros, Director of [ICA's
Trade and Integration Program
explained that the free trade :
ﬁgrgetzmter;ts currently being

otiated are different fr
the past, because they algg‘ d?:lse o
with investments, intellectual
property rights, environmental

regulations and the fre
services, etc, Phuadt

o addod that this means that thq
privato soctor, or tho organizationg
that roprosentit, must have an actly
rolo In tho process, both in definin Y
positions and In defending its access
to reciprocal markets,

Quiros noted that itis not a question
of withdrawing from efforts at
economic opening, but rather of
making It a gradual process, allowin
time for the adoption of internal
measures aimed atsupporting the
production sectors, enabling them to
make necessary changes and
become more competitive.

Business leaders from Guatemala,
Honduras, Panama and Belize
applauded the creation of the
federation. Humberto Preti, Vice
president of the Chamber of
Agriculture of Guatemala, stated that
from now on it will be easier to mesh
free trade with integration
agreements. Rodrigo Marciaq,
Director of the Association of
Business Executives of Panama,
noted that present circumstances
now make it possible to effectively
coordinate the efforts of the public
and private sectors.

Jose Castellano, an economic policy
analyst with the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of Belize,
suggested that another priority ofthe
federation should be human resource
training. Thisideawas seconded by
Gilberto Osorio, Secretary ofthe
Federation of Farmers and Livestock
Ranchers of Honduras, who a@ded
that the integration movementis
irreversible, «... and presents
challenges we must meet, and
opportunities we must take
advantage of.»

n.

During the meeting, the repres® heir

tatives of the private sector 92'®
support to lICA's efforts inthe Sum ¥
gion to promote the estabhshmee i
agricultural commodity gxchangd

The meeting was organized p)-'e‘ﬁ?'
the Federation of Private ENt
Central America and Pana™e gican
(FEDEPRICAP), and the C% e
Union of Private Sector chan

and Associations (UGCAE?:
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CENTRAL AMERICA AND ECUADOR
Trade Negotiations
Professionals Receive Training

rade opening has presented the Latin American

countries with the urgent challenge of preparing
professionals to participate successfully in trade
negotiations currently under way.

Since the present setting is characterized by new efforts
10 sign bilateral and multilateral free trade agreements,
national and subregional capabilities to address
agricultural trade policies and formulate trade negotiation
strategies must be developed.

What is required are skilled negotiators, professionals
who understand that the unilateral trade opening
undertaken by their countries may be sharpened by the

| negotiations under way, and officials who will pursue
| better access to external markets while, at the same time,
being able to reduce the risks of concluding agreements

ch hurt agriculture, through measures which

| UNCTAD/ECLAC/UNDP-CA

ntext, IGA, CORECA, RUTA, GAT

ces to co-sponsor a roglomrlde@g@mﬁ ‘

The Ecuadoran Minister, Diego Paredes (right), and the IICA Representative, Alex Barril
(center), sign the letter of understanding. With them are Rodolfo Quiros, Director of ICA's
Trade and Integration Program, and Reed Hertford, Deputy Director General of ICA.

ica on trade policies and negotiations for the agricultural
sector, held in Antigua, Guatemala, this May 19-22.

The meeting brought together technical personnel from
the ministries of agriculture, who discussed and
systematized information on trade policies and
negotiations in the agricultural sector, and formulated
alternative approaches for negotiations under way.
The aim was to strengthen subregional
capabilities in the area of

negotiations.

High-level specialists spoke on the
following: Basic Principles -trade and
liberalization policy instruments;
Multilateral Commitments -GATT,
codes of conduct for trade and the
Uruguay Round; Bilateral and
Multilateral Trade Negotiations -trade
agreements, negotiating strategies and
internal organization, criteria for
evaluating results; Experiences in
Multilateral Trade Negotiations:
Mexico and the Agricultural Sector in
NAFTA, and Trade Negotiations in
Central America -external framework,
ongoing negotiations and integration, and
negotiations with third parties.

SUPPORT FOR ECUADOR

On April 29, IICA and the Ministry of Foreign Relations of
Ecuador signed a letter of understanding in Quito, the aim
of which is to strengthen public and private sector skills in
international trade negotiations.

The document was signed by the Minister of Foreign
Relations, Diego Paredes, and the IICA Representative in
Ecuador, Alex Barril. Signing as honorary witnesses
were Reed Hertford, Deputy Director General of [ICA:
Rodolfo Quiros, Director of IICA's Trade and Integration
Program; and Patricio |zurieta, Undersecretary for
International Economic Policy of Ecuador.

The first training activity, for 30 international agricultural
trade negotiators, is scheduled for next October. The
agreement also calls for the exchange of information and
dies on national and international agricultural trade
vities; technical cooperation and the organization of
orkshops on intenational agricultural

110 lICA's databases on production and




THE ENVIRONMENT

EC to Apply New Policy

Aims to Protect the Environment

talian legal experts

attending a round
table entitled «The
Maastrich Treaty and the
Environment,» held on
June 2 at lICA
Headquarters, agreed
that the environmental
policy of the European
Community represents a
qualitative leap forward in
efforts to protect the
environment.

Rosazlva Alessi, a
business specialist; Ezio
Capizzano, Director of the
Community Institute of
ltaly; and Pietro Romano,
an international law
specialist, explained that
the new environmental
regulations will limit
business ownership rights
and management in order
to protect ecosystems
from harmful production
practices.

Alessi explained that the
state will provide support
1o farmers who use
sustzinable methods, and
that «the result will be a
change from state control
1o suppont for production
sectors.»

Germany, Belgium,
Denmark, Spain, France,
Greece, Holland,
England, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg and Portugal

' will coexist under a single
political and economic
system once the
Maastrich Treaty -the

' legal foundation of
European monetary and

' political unity- enters into
force.

Photo/R. Escobar

The speakers stated that
the free movement of
persons, products, capital
and services promoted by
the EC will improve the
standard of living of
Europeans. Therefore,
every effort must be made
to pass on a satisfactory
environment to future
generations.

In this regard, farmers will
be responsible for
preserving the natural
resource base, with
support from the pertinent
institutions.

The ltalian legal experts
were in Costa Rica at the
invitation of the Supreme
Court, and their talk at
IICA was coordinated by
the Institute’s Program on
Organization and
Management for Rural
Development.

10

The speakers pointed out that
farmers will be responsible for
conserving natural resources.

e = e
THE CARIBBEAN

Livestock
Quarantine

I n May of this year,
experts from 14
Caribbean na-
tions approved
a new manual
on livestock
quarantine
procedures.

The specialists
endorsed the
document dur-
ing a workshop
held in George-
town, Guyana
on May 27-28
of this year,
sponsored by
lICA's Agri-
cultural Health
Program.

The meeting,
which received
support from
the Secretariat

Photo/H. Dowers, Trinidad & Tobago

L BliE
The goal is to eradicate exotic diseas”
affect livestock ranching in the

.y

of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM) %
provided veterinariang \
with training in the
detection of exotic pests [
and diseases, anima| 1
inspection and
international certification
requirements for importg
and exports.

According to Sandra
Vokaty, IICA animal
health specialist in
Guyana, the meeting
provided an opportunity to
identify sanitary
requirements for animal
products which could
become barriers to
regional trade.

Participating in the event
were veterinarians in
charge of animal healthin
Antigua and Barbuda, the
Bahamas, Barbados,
Belize, Dominica,
Grenada, Jamaica, St.
Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia,
St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, Monserrat,
Trinidad and Tobago,
Suriname and Guyana.
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IICA

| IABA to Hold Seventh Re

‘i T he Inter-American Board of
,‘ Agriculture (IABA), lICA's
| governing body, will hold its Seventh

Regular Meeting in Mexico, between
September 20-24.

The agenda of the meeting, which

will be attended by the Ministers of

Agriculture, or their representatives,

of the 33 member countries of the

| Institute, was approved by IICA's

| Executive Committee. The
Committee met at IICA Head-
quarters from June 21-23, under the

- chairmanship of Ernesto Enriquez,
Undersecretary of Agriculture and
Water Resources of Mexico.

' Made up this year of representatives

- of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Bolivia, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Mexico, Paraguay,
Dominican Republic, St. Kitts and
Nevis, St. Vincent and the

| Grenadines and the United States of

 America, the Committee also

| studied other matters related to the

' financial and administrative

| management of the Institute.

|

 The IABA will not only elect a new

| Director General for the 1994-1998

term, but will also study the

guidelines for preparing the plan that

will orient the Institute’s action

between 1994 and 1998.

The Committee approved a total of
28 resolutions on topics to be
addressed by the IABA. In addition
to those mentioned above, these
include the proposed 1994-195
Program Budget, reports on
activities carried out by IICA over the
last year, a proposal for formalizing
relations with the private agricultural

mnd progress reports on

execution of the recommendations
issued by the last Inter-American
Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture, held in Spain in 1991.

CHALLENGES

Participating in his last meeting of
the Executive Committee as Director

SEPTIMA REUNION ORDINARIA DE LAJUNTAINIERAME RCANA DE AGRCULTURA

i
HECGULARMUETING OF IHE TR AN RCAN BOAD Of AGICULII

Mexico, DR

10013
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General, Martin E. Pineiro stated
that the event had been a success
and productive for the Institute; frank
discussions had generated a
consensus regarding the issues to
be addressed by the ministers in
Mexico.

He called attention to the proposed
Program Budget for 1994-1995, as
well as to a 4% increase in the
quotas the Member States pay
annually. The Institute is funded
primarily with resources contributed

i Inter-American Board of Agriculture m

MEXICO, D.F., 1993

gular Meeting in Mexico

by the member countries, and with
external resources provided by
cooperation agencies and donor
countries.

Pifeiro noted that the delegates’
support of this initiative, despite
economic difficulties in their
countries, reflected the trust of the
member countries in the Institute,
and the potential of agriculture in
generating economic growth.

In a changing international context, |
he added, characterized by more
open trade and economic
globalization, the next

administration will face the

challenge of making further
adjustments in [ICA, enabling it to
meet the changing needs and
demands of the countries.

During the last working session of
the Committee meeting, delegates
focused their attention on the
guidelines that will be used in
preparing the 1994-1998 Medium
Term Plan (MTP).

Roberto Vasquez Platero, of Uru-

guay, the coordinator of a group of
experts who evaluated |ICA's
actions over the last five years,
presented a preview of the group's
repornt, which the next adminis-

tration will use in preparing the
MTP.

In the reponrt it is Proposed that IICA
assume even greater leadership at
the inter-American level in promoting
discussion of the problems facing

the agricultural sector, and possible
solutions.
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Platoro explained that it is not a question of
IICA assuming solo responsibility for this task,
Rather, the Institute should take the lead in
linking the countries with resoarch institutions,
educational centers and universitios in an
eftont 1o take tull advantage of the potential of
the region

The report, which will be studied by the IABA,
makes recommendations in six areas:
strategies, organization, programs, finances,

human resources and operations.

Another topic that caught the interest of the

delegates was a proposal regarding

alternatives for action between IICA and the

private agricultural sector.

The Undersecretary of Agriculture and Water Resources of Mexico, Ernesto Enriquez,
served as Chairman of the Executive Committee.

The topic, which was presented by Manuel

Otero. of the Directorate of Programming and Evaluation
(DIPROE), was of great interest to the delegates and was
included among the issues that should be considered in

preparing the new MTP.

Otero explained that IICA's involvement with the private
sector has increased in recent years. As an example, he
mentioned the incorporation of farmer organizations into

he Inter-American Board of

Agriculture (IABA) is [ICA’s
highest governing body and is
made up of the Ministers of
Agriculture, or their
representatives, of the 33 member
countries of the Institute.

It meels regularly every two years,
but in special circumstances, may
hold special sessions. This body
came into existence under the new
Convention on IICA, which took
effect on December 8, 1980.

Since then, there have been five
regular meetings and one special
meeting: Buenos Aires, Argentina
1981 Kingston, Jamaica 1983;

‘ 1 Montevideo, Uruguay 1985;

|
I
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CONASUR -a forum of the ministers of agriculture of the
Southern Cone- which is supported by the Institute.

More recently, he added, IICA and several private entities
promoted the creation of an Association of
Agribusinesses in Central America. As we go to the
IABA, he said, it is necessary that we define the limits of
our actions with the sector.

In Brief

Mexico, D.F. 1986 (Special);
Ottawa, Canada 1987; San Isidro
de Coronado, Costa Rica 1989; and
Madrid, Spain 1991,

Its most important responsibilities
include the approval of policy guide-
lines and the biennial Program Bud-
get. It also serves as a forum for the
exchange of ideas, information, and
experiences related to the improve-
ment of agriculture and rural life.

Itis empowered to propose to the
General Assembly of the

Organization of American States
that specialized conferences be held

to discuss technical matters and
matters of technical cooperation
falling within the purview of the
Institute.

The IABA meeting in Mexico will
bring together some 150 people,
including ministers, ambassadors,
representatives of observer
countries, funding agencies,
cooperation agencies, and
government officials.

One of the special activities that will
take place as part of the meeting 1S
a round table on the marketing of
agricultural commodities petween
Latin America and the Caribbean
and the countries of Eastern
Europe and Asia.

—
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Plaza de las Tres Culturas offers a view of the old and the new: the heritage of the Aztecs, the influence of Spain and the challenges of the future.

Gonzalez, acting Associate Director: |
and Evangelina Beltran, Deputy
Director of Multilateral Affairs of the | !
General Directorate of International

he Seventh Regular Meetingof  offering visitors an opportunity to ]
i Affairs of SARH. IICA is
t

the IABA will be held at the . seethe her'nage_ol the Aztecs, the
Tiateloico Conterence Center, . influence of Spain and the
located across from the Plaza de las ‘ challenges of the future.
mn:rr: va remnanis of | The site of countless meetfpgs. the
- pre-Colombian and colonial Mexico. Center offers excellent facilities and
| a superb staff, coordinated by the
The Center is located in the hean of Director of Conferences of the SRE, During the meeting, both teams will

!

represented by Jose Nagel,
Technical Secretary of the IABA.

: e - via Neuman Samuel. direct the work of a battalion of
Mexico c‘yw.'s panmzl m the b secretaries, editors, word
compiex of buildings R:;’; i In order to coordinate the meetingof | processors, conference room

o 0 the IABA, Mexico appoinied a team attendants, translators, interpreters,
(SRE). made up of Javier Bonilla messengers, etc., anonymous

cum Dvedot General of heroes and heroines who will help to
i ensure the success of the IABA.
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During its annual meeting, the IICA Executive Committee studied and approved
the agenda of the next IABA meeting. Five members of the Committee offered
opinions on the importance of the IABA meeting, the challenges facing the
agricultural sectors of the region, and the role of IICA in a context characterized
by the opening of trade and globalization of the economy-

Antigua and Barbuda
Rural areas to benefit: Hilroy Humphreys, delegate from Antigua and Barbuda, explained that
the diversification of agricultural production and the sound use of land and water resources are
the most important benefits Caribbean farmers have received from IICA'’s actions. Humphreys,
who is the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, underscored the importance of the training and
technology transfer activities carried out by the Institute. Also, he commended the decision to
include, in the proposed Program Budget the |IABA will study, funds for scholarships to be
granted to technical personnel and students from the Caribbean.

Argentina

Current topic: Marcelo Muniagurria, the delegate from Argentina to the Executive Committee,
stated that, given its very specific agenda, the IABA will be able to analyze clearly the agricultural
sectors of the region, the problems they face, and the steps to take to ensure that this sector
becomes the force behind economic growth. In his judgement, the meeting in Mexico will
generate key agreements, such as the definition of a framework for IICA’s actions with the private
sector, a very current topic, which will make it possible to move forward in areas such as
technology generation and transfer, agricultural research and natural resources.

Bolivia

Institutional strengthening: The countries of Latin America and the Caribbean understand
clearly that the strengthening of cooperation agencies such as IICA will help them to meet new
challenges and to take full advantage of opportunities, according to Osvaldo Antezana Vaca,
delegate from Bolivia. Antezana, Minister of Campesino and Agricultural Affairs, added that the
countries of the region place great trust in the work being carried out by IICA in promoting
agricultural development. He also said that the Institute is flexible, adapts to change and
displays great maturity, as illustrated by its interest in working with the private sector.

Osvaldo Antezana Vaca

Photo/R. Escobar

United States of America

Partners in development: Looking ahead, the United States has decided to redefine its
traditional role of donor, becoming instead a partner in the development of the hemisphere. This
opinion was offered by John L. Miranda, United States delegate to the Executive Committee.
Miranda, who called the meeting «positive and fruitful,» stated that the coming IABA meeting
would provide an opportunity to reinforce regional integration initiatives and, in particular, to
support the establishment of trade links between the nations of Latin Ameriéa and the Caribbean:

exico
An opportunity for progress: According to Ernesto Enriquez, Undersecretary of Agriculture of
Mexico, the upcoming IABA meeting will provide an opportunity to make decisions that will enable
Latin America and the Caribbean to move forward in modernizing their agricultural sectors andin
achieving the objectives of justice, equity and economic growth. Enriquez, who served as Chairman

3 of the Executive Committee, ad is is taki S , .
i when most of the countries are g;%thgt tr;ls 2 taknng hace a} asignificant moment n the rediciy f
; institutions such as |ICA, to find solurt?(l)rr]\gs t;o;:bpl)enod eladiustpentendareliying il thellobs
o L 5 X U ems s H
: @ uch as rural poverty and environmental
Ernesto Enriquez
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Action in the Countries

URUGUAY

8,700 Famiilies affected

ccording to a
study N
' conducted by the : Y /5
Inter-American ¥ N

| live below the
| poverty line.

|
The study,

Institute for
Cooperation on
Agriculture (IICA),
approximately half
of the families
living on livestock
farms in Uruguay

prepared by the
Center for
Programs and
Investment
Projects (CEPPI),
a specialized unit
of lICA, also
proposes strategic guidelines for reactivating the
economy within the framework of regional integration and

opening up to other markets.

Photo/M., Cid, Chile

Ny

poor rural settlements.

Entitled «Uruguay: current situation and outlook for the
agricultural sector within the framework of regional
integration,» the study reveals that some 8,700 families
involved in livestock activities cannot fully satisfy their

basic needs.

llholders and inhabitants of poor rural
settliements are part of the mass of rural poor in this South

American nation, where cattle ranching and the
cultivation of cereals such as corn, wheat and oats are

Farm laborers, sma

| the main agricultural activities.

Aco ording to the study, in 1990 the rural population of
quay was estimated at 346,000, of whom 175,000

S o

mically active.
o4 18

For the most part, the rural poor are landless farm workers, small farmers and inhabitants of

O CEEEECECEEEEEEEREREIITRRR

tamilies, who do not have appropriate technology for .
maximizing the output of traditional vegetable farming in

the area.

Furthermore, large sectors of the population in the
departments of Cerro Largo and Rivera, that borderon
Brazil, and the area around Tacuarembo, cannot satisfy

their basic needs.

Dairy farmers are
comparatively better
off, since they
represent only 7% of
all poor farmers in
the country.

According to the stu-
dy, the principal
cause of rural
poverty «is fewer
permanent job
opportunities,
caused by a decline
in small-scale family
farming.»

Other factors include
the depletion of the
agricultural frontier
and technological
changes that sharply
reduce the demand
for rural laborers.

Until 1985, rural poverty, measured by the degree of
unsatisfied basic needs, involved some 200,000 people.
Poverty was most severe among families where the
heads of household were rural laborers (74.5%).

In the study, IICA used the classification criteria of the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC), which establishes that families
whose incomes are less than US$3,200 a year live below

the povenrty line.

r
Uruguay, is home to one
untry’s poor rural

|




ANDEAN AND SOUTHERN AREAS

Post-graduate Agricultural Studies

Research and Education to be

Strengthened

Photo/A. Escobar

I n an effort to upgrade
agricultural research
and education, IICA has
joined forces with several
entities to implement post-
graduate programs in the
Andean and Southern
Areas.

in the Andean countries,
[ICA and the Inter-
American Organization for
Higher Education (OUI) of
Canada are working 1o
establish the Andean
Post-graduate Agricultural
Studies System (SAPOA).

The SAPOA, a network of
public and private Andean
institutions of higher edu-
cation, will offer courses
with support from national
research institutions.

According to Enrique
Alarcon, a specialist with
IICA’s Technology
Generation and Transfer

The specialization of technical
and professional personnel is
key to agricultural modernization
in the Americas.

a need for specializationin
various areas of the agri-
cultural sciences, adding
that «only one in four
agricultural professionals
has a post-graduate or
specialized degree.»

Inthe Southern Cone, a
master's degree program
in computerized
management of
agroindustrial enterprises
was inaugurated in April
for Argentina, Brazil,
Paraguay and Uruguay.

This new curriculum,
which targets the busi-
ness sector inthe South-
ern Cone, aims to help
boost the competitiveness
of agricultural trade in the

courses to be offered are
strategic planning,
technology management
and management of
information sources.

This post—graduate
rogram is being
zev%oped jointly by [ICA,
the Informatics School of
Uruguay, and Seragro-
Agrotec, an agricultural
consulting firm.

S

CHILE

ALACEA
Holds Fourth
Congress

he Latin American

and Caribbean
Association of Agricultural
Economists (ALACEA)
held its fourth congress in
Vinade Mar, Chile, from
April 21-23. The meeting
brought together more
than 300 specialists in the
field, including agricultural
economists from Spain, to
discuss the topic
«Economic Opening,
Competitiveness and
Agricultural
Sustainability.»

Dpring the meeting, the
Director General of |ICA,
Martin E. Pifieiro, spoke
on economic and
institutional reforms and
agriculture in Latin
America and the
Caribbean,

Pifeiro noted that
although considerable
Progress has been made
inthe region to bring about
economic reform, the
Same cannot be said for
Institutional reform. In this

that the private sector

should play a more active
role.

With regard to compe-
titiveness, panelists and
speakers agreed that it wil|
be difficult to become
competitive intimes of
economic opening i
protectionist
arrangements are still in
place with third countries.
They agreed that the
major benefits of the
current strategy of
economic opening will be
felt when opening is
multilateral.

As concerns equity,
participants agreedthat it
is not an economic
problem, but rathera
political problem
concerning income
distribution. «As progress
is made in eliminating
poverty, economic
programs will be more
likely to succeed and
growth with equity will
become more possible,»
they affirmed.

The participants stated
that the issue of
sustainability involves
solving the ethical
problem of «income
distribution among _
generations,» andthatitis
not a matter of short-term
economic efficiency, as
previously raised.

During the Congress,
Carlos Pomareda, from
Peru, was installed as the
President of ALACEAfor
the 1993-1996 term.
Pomaredais currently
Director of ICA’s Erogfam
on Agricultural Pohqy
Analysis and Planning:
The fifth congress of
ALACEAwillbe held 0
San Jose, Costa Ricaln

} ' :Program.theinniativeﬁlls | subregion. Some of the

B v i

connection, he indicated

1996.




COSTA RICA

A ccording to Ricardo Krajewski,
of the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA), the
ratification of the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) will
not affect the export of nontraditional
agricultural products from Costa
| Rica to the United States.

r
| Krajewski made this statement dur-
| ing a seminar entitled «Marketing

|

NAFTA Will Not Limit Exports
Expert Plays Down Negative Impact

Outlook for Nontraditional Products
from Costa Rica to the United
States, » held on May 27-28 at IICA
Headquarters.

According to IICA figures, in 1990
Costa Rica exported US$244 million
in nontraditional agricultural pro-
ducts to the United States.

‘Krajewski indicated that the

outlook for Costa Rica’s agricultural

sales, currently valued at about
US$525 million, continues to be
encouraging.

The USDA economist stated that the
best way for Costa Rica to boost the
competitiveness of its nontraditional
exports is for exporters and export-
promotion institutions to work
together.

Representatives of public and
private export organizations agreed
that, in order to meet the challenges
posed by the new economic blocs, it
is necessary to develop an «export
mentality» in order to foster the
provision of comprehensive services
to the sector.

EL SALVADOR

Agricultural Fair

everal organizations that work

o support, promote and mo-
dernize the agricultural sector in El
Salvador, including IICA, participa-
ted in the AGROEXPO '93 fair, held
in the capital of that Central Amer-
ican nation from April 23 to May 2.

The exposition, which received
support from the Ministry of
Agriculture and Livestock and the
executive committee of El Salvador’s
International Fair, was the
showplace for progress that has

| been made in areas such as

ernational pavilion,
t presented a sampling

publications onthe
n it has provided over fifty

President Alfredo Cristiani (center)
inaugurated the fair and visited the lICA
stand. He is accompanied by the [ICA
Representative in El Salvador, Mariano
Olazabal (left), and the Minister of Agriculture
and Livestock, Antonio Cabrales.

Mariano Olazabal, ICA Represen-
tative in El Salvador, reported that
audiovisual materials illustrating the
support lICA provides to
complement national efforts in

pursuit of agricultural reactivation
and modernization were also
shown.

Currently, El Salvador generates
more trade flow than any other
country in the subregion. Its
agricultural sector, which accounts

for 23% of its gross domestic product

(GDP), is one of the most dynamic
sectors of the economy.
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VENEZUELA

Letter of
Understanding

I n April of this year,
IICA and the
Agricultural Credit
Fund (FCA) of Vene-
zuela signed a letter of
understanding for

t together represen tatives of joining forces in

Rural Women: At a workshop in Bogota, which brough : ;
Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela, /ICA and the Inler—;\msf;frif; araTs promoting the
Development Bank (IDB) launched the project «Policies for Women 00 : modernization of

: ; agricultural credit anc
In the photograph are the Minister of Agriculture of Colombia, Jose Antonio Ocam‘?ol (cels figancial institut'n ands
ter). the IICA Representative in Colombia, Edgardo Moscardi (left, rear) and Fabiola gk

Campillo (right), ICA specialist in women and rural development.

The agreement

NORTHEASTERN BRAZIL The PAPP is funded by
Support for Small Farmers the World Bank and will
= AT enable rural communities
Nine States to Sign Agreements to participate in the
planning and execution of

N ine states in Pernambuco recently de- specific projects under the

+ ¥ northeastern Brazil fined with IICA the tech- program.

will sign agreements with nical cooperation to be - Agriculturaland
lICA to support small provided under the PAPP. | Brazil has some Livestock;%ed
farmers, as par of efforts 5,834,779 small farmers; Institute (lé'AF).

1o modemnize agriculture Maranhao, the second those in northeastern o

in that country state 1o sign the Brazil have been suffering

y agreement, has been the impact of a prolonged

The initiztive involves the provided US$60 million by drought, which has

states of Maranhao, - the World Bank for depressed agricultural

Sergipe, Alagoas, Bahia, executing the program, activity and forced ,

Rio Grande do Norte, Pa- farmers to overexploit financing and
raiba, Piaui and Ceara, . These agreements their land competitiveness W
whose governments will - constitute a new form of ' o wiii’é’perat‘ ¢
sign individual agree- | cooperation under the NI A nal
ments with |ICA for exe- | framework of a general ‘"‘ef"“s"‘;k?‘ D :
cuting the Small-Farmer ' project being carried out network in'l,pA.S
Support Program (PAPP). |  since 1983 by ICA and member count®
Authorities of the | g]:virpe“mendency of aiming to s€
northeastern state of | N epmentfordne

. Northeast (SUDENE),




Cooperation with the member countries

IICA - UNITED STATES

Partners Over the Years

51 Years of Active Cooperation

| T he pnited States has played a

‘ major role throughout IICA's

' history. Its contributions were of
fundamental importance to the
founding of ICA in 1942, and its
cooperation has grown over the
years, helping the Institute to
become a strong voice for inter-
American cooperation.

In addition to the financial support
provided during these 51 years of

' cooperation, the United States has
also had considerable impact by:

* providing high-level human
resources to work as members of
the Institute’s professional staff;

'+ adapting the objectives of its
cooperation to new demands, in
order to complement regional
efforts to modernize agriculture
and foster rural well-being;

'+ promoting the exchange of
researchers, educators and
students with countries in Latin
America and the Caribbean,
giving them the opportunity to
experience first hand the
challenges of agriculture inthe
region and to work together in
designing proposals to
overcome them;

*  improving animal and plant
health systems, with a view 10
enabling the region fo increaseé
the volume of its agricultural
exports, among others.

Overthe last seven years, the

Institute has established efficient

channels of communication with the

| United States government and its
| agencies. Inthis effort, the IICA

Office in Washington has played a
key role in forging closer ties
between IICA and authorities inthe
United States.

Through these efforts, ties have
been strengthened with the United
States Congress, the Departments
of State and of Agriculture, and
nongovernmental organizations
such as universities, private-sector
agencies and foundations (see
separate article).

The Institute has worked closely with
key members of the U.S. House of
Representatives and the U.S.
Senate who hold important positions
on committees that authorize and
allocate funds for agricultural
development and for related
international agencies.

The Institute has participated
actively in several meetings of the
Board for International Food and
Agricultural Development and
Economic Cooperation (BIFADEC),
an agency of USAID, and
strengthened ties with the Office for
International Organizations and the
permanent Mission of the United
States to the OAS.

Equally fruitful relations have been
established with the Agency for
International Development (AID).
The Institute has worked with the AID
offices in Central America and the
Eastern Caribbeanon initiatives to
help coffee and cacao growers in
Central America, and fruit growers in
the Caribbean (see separate

articles).

Special mention must be made of
work carried out with the Department

of Agriculture (USDA) and its agen-
cies, especially in executing actions
to modernize animal and plant health
systems in Latin America and the
Caribbean (see separate article).

The USDA has provided the Institute
with numerous opportunities for joint
efforts, through its Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS);
the Forest Service; the Agricultural
Marketing Service; the Economic
Research Service; the Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Science and
Education; and the Office for
International Cooperation and
Development (OICD). The Institute
has also worked with the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA).

The IICA Office in Washington, D.C.
also works closely with the
Organization of American States
(OAS), the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO), the Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB)
and the World Bank.

The Office in
Washington, D.C. has
played a key role in
forging closer ties
between IICA and
authorities in the
United States.
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USDA - 1ICA
Joint Action
Plant and Animal Health Systems

s the key trading partner of Latin America and the

Caribbean, the United States is supporting [ICA N
the execution of an ambitious project aimed at improving
animal and plant health systems in the region.

The principal objective of the project is to harmonize
legislation and sanitary requirements throughout the
Americas, with a view to facilitating the access of regional
commodities to third markets.

The work being carried out by lICA, through its
Agricultural Health Program and with the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA), focuses on protecting
crops and livestock from exotic pests and diseases and
providing information on this topic.

The hemisphere-wide project «Modernization of
Quarantine Information Systems for Expanding
Agricultural Trade in Latin America and the Caribbean»

has played a major role in generating information needed
1o develop the agricultural sector.

A pillar of this initiative is the Caribbean Animal and Plant
Health Information Network (CARAPHIN), created within
the framework of cooperation between IICA and the
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).
The objective of this network, which began operations in
1988 is 10 provide 14 countries in the region with
information on animal and plant diseases and sanitary
restrictions that affect trade.

this network is HandiSTATUS, a databag
serving more than 100 .count.ries worldwide. Given its 3
interest in filling & void in agricultural health data, the
USDA will provide funding over ;he next two years for thig
worldwide inventory of animal diseases.

One product of

|ICA and the USDA have also worked @c?gether in
eradicating pests and diseases. Specuf_lcany, they have
implemented projects to eradicate Mediterranean and
other fruit flies in Ce.ntral America and the Caribbean.
They are also studying a possible action to prevent the
introduction of and to contain exotic diseases.

The USDA, through its Animal Health and Plant
Inspection service (APHIS), has supponjted the
governments of Suriname and Guyana in combatting the

carambola fly.

In the Caribbean, both institutions are carrying out preli-
minary studies to eradicate the Amblyomma variegatum
tick, which affects livestock herds in this subregion.

Training is another area in which joint efforts have been
carried out, by sponsoring seminars on regulations and
pesticide tolerance levels for agricultural exports, aimed
at technical personnel, farmers and exporters.

As a complement to this effort, the USDA has supported
the preparation and dissemination of manuals, such as
«Instructions for Fruit Fly Trappers. A Manual of
Techniques Used for the 1986-1987 Surveys in Grenada
and St. Vincent and the Grenadines.»

In addition to its joint actions with the USDA, the
Hemispheric Project carries out actions in Latin America
and the Caribbean related to the modernization of
quarantine systems. Such actions include seminars,
workshops and the preparation of manuals for livestock
quarantine personnel.

Itis also working on the design of an easily used and
understood computer system which will contain
information on quarantine
procedures, plant and'amma|
health laws, agrichemicals
and biological products an
other topics, as partotd a
strategy to update agricultl
health systems.

Through joint actions: crops
and herds are protect

from exotic pests an
diseases.

ﬁ




IICA-ROCAP

PROMECAFE and PROCACA

Two successful experiences

ith financial support from the

Regional Office for Central
American Programs (ROCAP), of
USAID, IICA has been successful in
implementing two initiatives aimed at
bringing technology to small- and
medium-scale coffee and cacao
growers in Central America, Mexico
and the Dominican Republic.

Since 1978, the Regional Program
for the Technological Development
and Modemization of Coffee Culti-
vation (PROMECAFE) has been
promoting agricultural research and
the strengthening of activities
intended to introduce modern
methods into an economic activity of
great importance to the subregion.

Already suffering from depressed
international prices, coffee
cultivation in the subregion has been
hurt by the presence of pests and
diseases such as the coffee berry
borer and coffee rust, which threaten
some 1.3 million hectares. Both
represent a major threat to this
activity, which employs some 1.13
million people on a permanent basis,
and another 4.5 million on a
temporary basis.

In response to this situation,
PROMECAFE promotes the use of
low-cost technologies that will
enable growers to make it through
these bad times and to ensure that
their crops remain profitable. Inthe
15 years since it was founded, the
program has reported numerous
achievements.

These include the development of
three rust-resistant varieties of
coffee; the generation of technology
to control the berry borer; the
dissemination of technology
generated and validated by 600

,. &inggmups operating in Guate-

mala, Honduras and El Salvador;
the training of 500 growers in
workshops, courses, seminars,
congresses and study trips; and the
establishment of the REDCAFE
database, which contains more than
13,000 bibliographic references on
coffee. Training activities have also

7

included efforts to prepare trade
negotiators, and the periodic
distribution of information on
international negotiations. Such
activities have benefited more than
500,000 small- and medium-scale
coffee growers, agricultural laborers,
coffee researchers and government

officials.

A more recent initiative, the Regio-
nal Network for Cacao Technology
Generation and Transfer
(PROCACAO), enjoyed much the
same success as PROMECAFE.
The network, which covered Central
America and the Dominican Repu-
blic, began operations in 1987
uded in 1992.|Durl
.; &

the most ecologically sustainable
crops for the humid tropics. Itis
hoped that in the future the work
carried out by the network will lead to
increased production and income for
small- and medium-scale producers.

In five years of work, PROCACAO
improved the quality of and access
to research findings on cacao in
Central America and the Dominican
Republic. Activities were carried out
jointly by IICA, the Tropical
Agriculture Research and Training
Center (CATIE), the Honduran
Agricultural Research Foundation
(FHIA) and the member countries of
the network. Also, agreements were
signed with the Hersheys Foods
Corporation and the Pan American

PROCACAQO laid the groundwork for
relaunching cacao as one of the most
ecologically sustainable crops for the hurmnid
tropics.

Development Foundation (PADF),
with a view to conducting research
on post-harvest handling and institu-
tional development, respectively.

In the area of research, cultivars
were improved in order to increase
productivity and to increase
resistance to disease. Atthe
national level, advisory groups were
set up to provide support in
coordinating the activities of the
network in each country. These
groups also played a key role in
anizing the relaunching of the
crop in each country.




IICA, UNIVERSITIES AND FOUNDATIONS

A concerted effort

Working together to achieve agricultural

modernization

everal universities and found-
ations in the United States,
| whose goals include promoting
agricultural modernization and rural
well-being in Latin America and the
Caribbean, have worked with [ICA in
achieving these objectives.

These include the universities of
Comell, lowa, Michigan, Wisconsin,
Texas A&M, Oklahoma, Maryland,
North Carolina and Kansas, and the
Midwestern Universities Consortium
for International Activities (MUCIA),
as well as the Kellogg Foundation,
the Rockefeller Foundation and the
Graduate School of the United

Photo/A. 1zuriela, Ecundor

ation goes back to the 1950s, when
several countries of the region were
implementing agrarian reform
programs.

As the years passed, the objectives
of cooperation were adjusted to
reflect new needs. As a result, today
they are in accord with efforts to
ensure the equitable and sustain-
able modernization of agriculture.

Through agreements, contracts and
letters of understanding, actions
have been carried out in connection
with research on rural development
policies, the modernization of animal
health systems, the training of

{ough agreem 1. lract. I f / [ : ‘
h ntracls and letters 0 U”a@/sfa”d/l)g actions haVO bOG” il
Th enls, co n

many areas.

States Department of Agriculture
(GS/USDA).

Even though efforts have intensified
in the last seven years, this cooper-

18

human r'esources and the exchange
of technical information,

As an gxample, given the current
world situation, characterized by

B

economic globalization ang growin
concerns over the environmeny and
natural resources, the U”iVersity ;
Vermont plans to support [ICA in
studying the relationship between
free trade and the sustainability
agriculture. Under an agreeme nt
signed in 1992, this university wij|
also work with the Institute in
coordinating courses and seminarg
intended to strengthen technology
generation and transfer projects.

These universities and foundationg
have also provided financial support
that has made it possible to publish
various works on current topics in
agriculture. Two of these are:
«Bancos Genéticos y Alimentacién
Mundial,» based on research
conducted at Princeton University,
and «Sistemas Agroforestales:
Principios y Aplicaciones en los
Trépicos.»

In an effort to gain first-hand
knowledge about agriculture in
this region, researchers, educators
and students from the United
States have participated in
exchange programs in several
countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean.

For example, a group of students
from the United States participated
in a program in Brazil in which :
they worked with the Cooperative
Program for the Developmf_>nt

of Agricultural Technology In

the Southern Cone
(PROCISUR).

Also, students from Latin Americd
and the Caribbean have had o
opportunity to earn master s_a':j
doctorate degrees inthe Unite
States, under a program carn:e
with the Graduate school oft

USDA.
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In this book, I[ICA, the As-
sociation of Economic
and Social Research
Institutes of the Carib-
bean Basin (IESCARIBE)
and the Federation of
Private Er' “ics of Central
Americaz -~ 7

(FEDEPR .~
the issue ©
from a viev. -

The book, in Spanish, is
published as part of lICA’s
research and develop-
ment collection. It com-
piles the views of 24 Latin
American professionals
on the nature of economic
opening in the isthmus

| and its impact on the

| agricultural-agroindustrial

PUBLICATIONS

They review the progress
of the integration move-
ment in light of world
trends, such as economic
globalization and the
formation of economic
blocs.

The publication
recognizes the growing
Importance of the merging
of markets, which, it
claims, represents
opportunities and
challenges for improving
social and economic
conditions for the people
of Central America.

EL SECTOR
AGROINDUSTRIAL
COSTARRICENSE

PASLO ARAYA AND JORGE TORAES

The authors present a
comprehensive view of
the agroindustrial sector
and its links to other
production groups, filling
an information gap
existing in this Central
American country.

It also traces the evolution
of this sector, together
with other sectors of the
economy, from 1980 to
1880. During this period,
a period of crisis (1280-
1882) and a cycle of
sustained and fluctuating
growth (1983-1220) are
identified.

The authors describe the
prevailing economic
environment and the
implications of economic
policies for agriculture
and agroindustry.

The publication also
discusses the
organizational framework
of agroindustrial
enterprises, the
leadership role of
participating institutions
and articulation among
enterprises.

capapbilities to generate
and transfer technology.
It provides guidelines for
directors of research and
other decision-makers
and also describes the
personnel, equipment and
facilities needed to
establish services and
techniques for the new
biotechnologies.

The document was based
on a study conducted by
R.G. Downer, E.B.
Dumborf, B.R. Glick and
J.J. Pastemak, of the
Biology Department at the
University of Waterloo,
Canada.

Within the framework of
Program II's preject on
strategic planning and
new technological
options, lICA explores the
potential of agrobiotech-
nologies in Latin America,

+ 1 ind aSaNA~AANIn
taking into account

Publications may

1%

, | | be acquire
| complex. B o bl f g Accgm ijd at .
The articles are basedon | in Spanish by lICA's Trade | i TienS
discussions held during | and Integration Program, | This document was orinthe IICA
an international workshop ‘ reviews the operationsof | prepared by lICA's Offices in the
in 1991 on free trade | organizations that support, : Program Il, in an effort to : &
initiatives and the agri- | provide services to and . help the countries of Latin member countries.
food sector in Central " monitor agroindustrial l America and the
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- Argentina,
' Central America,
Venezuela

The World Symposium on
the provision of agricultu-
ral services, which brought
together 125 people from
four continents in May,
was covered by journalists
in Latin America and the
Caribbean and interna-
tional news agencies.

During the meeting, the
participants called on the
public and private sectors
to work together in provid-
ing such services, and
focused on the need to
ensure that the process of
reducing the state is
carried out slowly andin a
balanced manner.

The participants also
concluded that a modern,
flexible and efficient pub-
lic sector is a necessary

' complement to the efforts

| of private enterprise.

<

' (Argentina: Ambito

| Financiero, Costa Rica:
The Tico Times, La

' Nacion, Venezuela: El

‘ Globo, Dominican

| Republic: Listin Diario,
Agence France Presse
AFP, Notimex, Inter Press
Service IPS)

HA

in

Panama, El |

Salvador, Jamaica,
Brazil

1t ,
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News items on the 1993
Inter-American Press
Award, whose theme is

% -
the News

Agriculturalist, pParaguay:
Hoy)

Argentina,
Uruguay

I)r"”IU( g

vers
iin Irulllmm( 0l

Newspapers in Argentina

«Environment. Develop-
ment and Agriculture, in |
the Framework of Agenda |
21,» appeared in the

written press in Panama,

the Caribbean, Brazil and
Paraguay.

| July 23,1993, is the

deadline for the receipt of
entries in the contest,
which seeks to foster the
use of social communi-
cations to analyze and
reflect on sustainable
development. Entries
must be submitted to the
|ICA Offices in the
countries.

Prizes will be awarded in
two categories: daily
newspapers and inter-
national press agencies;
and weekly magazines. In
each category, a first prize
of US$4,000, a second
prize of US$2,000 and a
third prize of US$1,000 will
be awarded. (Brazil:
Correio Braziliense,
Panama: La Prensa,
Ecuador: El Mercurio,
Jamaica: The

20

and Uruguay reported on a
seminar dealing with the
promotion of joint ventures
in fruit and vegetable
growing, aimed at
entrepreneurs in the
Southern Area.

The meeting, held in
Piriapolis, Uruguay,

brought together exporters |

of nontraditional products
and representatives of the
public and private sectors
who studied progress '
made in terms of
integrating and opening up
trade among Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, Paraguay
and Uruguay.

The meeting, coordinated
by the |ICA project
«Supporting Agricultural
Trade and Integrationin
the Countries of the
Southern Area,» focused
on identifying legal and
economic barriers to the
execution of joint ventures.

It also provided an
opportunity to identify
products that show the
greatest potential for joint
ventures.

(Argentina: La Nacion,
-guay: El Observador,

UPCOMING

Earth Council and |ICA.

@1 PROEXANT.

ACTIVITIES

* International Symposium for Journalists: «Agenda
21: ANew Model for Development.» s,
San Jose, Costa Rica. Organized by IDB, IFAD: OA

July 26-28, 1993,

* International Seminar «Communications Strategy
for Rural Women in Latin America and the Canbbean
July 29-31, 1993, San Jose, Costa Rica. Organized
IICA, IFAD and UNIFEM.

- Seminar «New Regulations and Tolerance Levels
for Pesticide Residues in Agricultural Export A AD |
11-13, 1993, Quito, Ecuador. Organized by !IC

s.» August|

y |
I
|
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The conference center of Mexico’s Secretariat of Foreign Affairs (SRE) wa

American Board of Agriculture (IABA). During
and outgoing Chairman of the IABA; Martn E.
Water Resources (SARH) of Mexico and Chairman 0 Er
Interior and representative of President Carlos Salinas de Go an,R 4.
Rozental, Under Secretary “A” of the SRE; and Ernesto Enriquez Rubio,

Pifieiro, Director Genera'/ of
f the IABA; speaking,
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the inauguration, from right to left,

Baena
Under Secretary of the SARH.
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lembre de 1993

s the setting for the Seventh Regular Mesting of the Inter-
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/ICA: Carlos Hank Gonzalez, Secretary of Agriculture and
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Soares, Secretary General of the OAS; Andres
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£iticies in this issue of IICA News
he reproduced if the source is
redited.

-

magazine on activities of the
! American Institute for Co-
cperation on Agriculture, |ICA.
Published bi-monthly, in separatg
Spanish, English and France edi-
tions, by IICA's Communications
Division, Public Information Unit
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Focus

MIEXICO

exico City was the backdrop

for the Seventh Regular
Meeting of the Inter-American Board
of Agriculture (IABA), which took
place from September 19 to 23 and
was attended by delegations from
33 member nations, including 22
ministers of agriculture.

The participants strongly reaffirmed
that the process of modernizing
agriculture in the region should be
built on a foundation of

competitiveness, equity and
sustainability. The delegations also
elected a new Director General to
guide the destiny of IICA over the
next four years, and approved
resolutions on the administrative
and financial management of the
Institute.

The Secretary of Agriculture and
Water Resources of Mexico, Carlos
Hank Gonzalez, was unanimously
elected to chair the meeting, which

1

representatives of observer

was also attended by i

‘system wer
hall

Agriculture Approaches the New Century
Ministers Endorse Springboards of Modernization

SEPTIMA REUNION ORDINARIA DE LA
JUNTA INTERAMERICANA DE AGRICULTURA

Ciudad de México. 19al 23 de Septiembne de 19973

countries from other continents and
delegates of 17 international
organizations.

The inaugural ceremony on
Monday, September 20 provided an
opportunity to hear from a number of
notables in the region’s agriculture.
They shared their thoughts on the
challenges and opportunities facing
the sector in the final countdown to
the new century. They also
expressed their admiration of the
Director General, Martin E. Pifieiro,
for his steady leadership during
eight years at the helm of the
Institute, and urged the countries to
redouble their efforts to consolidate
the process of modernizing
agriculture in the region.

Patrocinio Gonzalez-Blanco,
Secretary of the Interior of Mexico
and personal representative of
President Salinas, stressed that the
countries of the inter-American

re facing major
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The most significant outcome
of the hemispheric meeting
was its confirmation that
agricultural modernization in
the region should be firmly
established on the
cormerstones of
competitiveness, equity and
sustainability.

participation in forums such as this
one, to share theirideas and engage
in discussion. The challenges
ahead, he noted, included
addressing the areas in which
agriculture in Latin America and the
Caribbean had fallen behind, and
seeking access for the region’s
economies to the revolution of
scientific knowledge and to the
world’s great food markets.

The outgoing Chairman of the IABA
and Minister of Agriculture of St.
Lucia, Ira D'Auvergne, praised IICA
for its determination to promote a
new agriculture, modern and
dynamically harnessed to other
sectors of the economy; and for the
personal dedication the Director
General had brought to this task.

His views were shared by the Secre-
tary General of the Organization of
American States (OAS), Joao
Clemente Baena Soares, who stated
that the presence of Pifieiro “has
been of fundamental importance in
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renewing the Instituto's offectivonoss
and vitality "

Under his sure, dynamic leadership,
added the Secretary Goneral, the
Institute's activitios had focused on
lines of action holding high priority
forthe Member States, and IICA had
thus been able to lend them better
Semnvices

Pineiro then took the floor to offer an
analysis of the situation facing
agriculture throughout the
hemisphere, and described what the
Institute had done to respond to the
transformations brought about by
the end of the Cold War

He went on to summarize |ICA's
work 10 promote a modern
agricultural sector based on the
foundations of competitiveness,
equity and sustainability, and
stressed the need to balance
economic growth objectives with
goals for environmental protection
and natural resource management.

The work of the meeting formally

began upon conclusion of the

IABA

Highlights

Inaugural coromony. Dologatos
oxamined and approved agenda
itoms on tho Instituto’s
administrativo managemeont and
oloctod a now Director Genoral (see

soparate story).

The Secretary General of the OAS
then opened a challenging dis-
cussion, which produced guidelines
for IICA to follow in developing its
medium-term plan for 1994-1998.
The assembly also approved the
budget for the 1994-1995 biennium
(see separate story).

Following a field trip on Wednesday,
September 22, the meeting entered
its final phase on Thursday, when
Secretary Hank summed up the
progress made so far and identified
challenges ahead for the Institute's
work: to proceed with technical
cooperation activities in high-priority
areas as defined by the countries,
and to help find solutions to the
problems of social backwardness
and poverty in rural areas.

“The humanistic tradition in the
countries of the Americas, and their

B

will for freedom and dOmOCrac

the best possible undorpinnings,
the work of the Institute, bOCauseor
they will guide its actions," he
stressod.

Finally, he thanked the Board for
having given his country the
opportunity to host a meeting whog,
achievements would help bring
“better living conditions for our
peoples.”

The agreements reached in the
IABA clearly revealed the Board's
important role as a forum for ideas
and strategic decisions that will
hasten agricultural development in 4
framework of harmony and socia|
justice.

The IABA will meet again in Bolivia
in 1995 to inspect the results of the
agreements made in Mexico for the
benefit of agriculture and rural well-
being in the nations of Latin America
and the Caribbean.

* Dominican Republic’s Carlos Aquino elected Director General
* Ministers criticize protectionism

* Consensus on guidelines for MTP
* Program Budget approved

( X arlos Aquino Gonzalez, from the Dominican
Republic, was elected by the |IABA 1o serve as
Director General of IICA for the 1994-1998 term.

The election of the Dominican agronomist, who majored
in agricultural economics at Texas A&M University, stood
out as one of the most far-reaching decisions made in

Mexico this past September

reglon,

He explained that work was already in progress to
Prepare a plan of Institute action for the upcoming five
years, and lauded the achievements of the present
administration, particularly the Director General, Martin &
Piheiro, who, he added, had given a stamp of qualty
which had earned IICA its fine reputation throughout té

On October 11, in a meeting with ICA Headquarters staff,

Aquino noted that the Institute enjoyed high prestige
and recognition throughout the hemisphere and even
beyond.

“twill not be easy,” noted Aquino, “to succeed sucha
talented person, But | look forward to this challenge "
this opportunity. In the new administration, we shall

attempt to build on the solid foundations set in place Y
the Pifeiro administration.”

Ll S




The Director G.eneral-elect is 56 years old and has
garnered.OOHSIderable professional, business and
managerial experience, both in the public sector of
agncultyre qu in the private realm. He served as his
country’s minister of agriculture from 1973 to 1975, and
stayed on as agyicultural advisor to the president fr'om
197510 1976. Since 1978, he has held various positions

with private producer assocj
] ations
of directors for private banks. g A2

He curre_ntly presides over the advisory council of the
Foundation for the Development of Rural Youth

receives the congratulations of Martin E. Pineiro.

(FUNDEJUR), which he helped found in 1979. He is also
president of the Loyola Educational Foundation. He
exercises leadership in a number of professional organi-
zations in the Dominican Republic and has chaired the
Ibero-American Rural Youth Advisory Council since 1985.

He has been called upon to represent his country at many
meetings in this hemisphere and in Europe, and has
performed consulting services in various countries of the
region. He has been a guest speaker in forums both at
home and abroad, and has coordinated seminars and
technical courses inside and outside his country.

Agricutture is the common thread in publications by the
Director General-elect, who has earned awards and
distinctions for his service to the sector.

The Seventh Regular Meeting of the IABA, IICA’s highest
governing body, marked the first step in a process of

Following his election as Director General of [ICA for the 1994-1998 term, Dominican Carlos Aquino Gonzalez

transition for this specialized agency of the inter-
American system.

A HEMISPHERE-WIDE DIALOGUE

During the course of the meeting, the Secretary General
of the organization of American States (OAS), Joao
Clemente Baena Soares, mediated a discussion in which
the delegations of the 33 Member States explored
strategic guidelines for the Medium-Term Plan that will
guide IICA's action from 1994 through 1998.

In introducing the
discussion topic,
“Thoughts on the
Americas in the 1990s,”
Ambassador Soares
left no doubt that the

" consolidation of
democracy in the
hemisphere would
depend largely on
efforts made by the
countries to achieve
economic growth, stop
the spread of poverty
and do away with
inequalities.

In his view, any
progress in this
direction would depend
on whether agriculture
was given the strategic
role it deserved. Thus,
he called on sectoral
authorities from the
region’s countries to
strengthen IICA so it
might continue its efforts toward modernizing rural
activities, integrating the region and the subregions, and
above all, improving living conditions and well-being for
rural farming populations.

Many of the ministers of agriculture present in the
meeting took the floor after listening to the comments by

F _’v{%@“é—Director General-elect is 56 years
~ old and has garnered considerable.

- professional, business and managerial
‘experience, both in the public sector of
- agriculture and in the private realm.




tthecretary General of the OAS, and leveled harsh
criticism against protectionist policies set in place by
developed countries. Such policies, claimed the
ministers, stood in stark contrast to efforts made by the
countries of the region to open their own markets and
liberalize trade.

The industrialized nations, stated the speakers, had failed
to respond. Instead, discriminatory practices and other
obstacles continued to abound.

“Consolidation of democracy in the
hemisphere would depend largely on
efforts made by the countries to achieve
economic growth, stop the spread of
poverty and do away with inequalities.”
Joao Baena Soares

The delegations from Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Chile and Uruguay denounced the “spurious
rhetoric” of the industrialized nations, which on the one
hand proclaimed openness, but on the other, imposed
restrictions on free trade. They also expressed their
concern about the uncertain future of the Uruguay
Round of GATT, the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade

The Secretary of Agriculture and Water
Resources of Mexico and Chairman of the
|ABA Carlos Hank, spoke at some length
about GATT, stating, “we have witnessed the
disagreements and waiched with skepticism
and concem as the accords fall

behind schedule and the discussions bog
down."

He claimed that, in all fairness, the developed
countries should acknowledge and appreciate
the high costs borne by the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean in carrying out
adjustment processes, opening their markets,
and undertaking the titanic task of putting their

~ economies in order. “We have more than paid

' with our efforts, and now it is time for the more

| advanced countries to weigh the facts and

' understand the value of what we have done,”

1 he stressed.
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Secretary of Ag
designated by

With these arguments as hig point of qepanure, Hank
then proclaimed that it was time to qeflne New rules o,
agricultural trade and, atthe same time, establish traqq
and integration mechanisms that could guaranteg 5 better

future.

The agricultural sector authorities from the countrieg
generally agreed that IICA shguld serve as aforum for
analyzing these all-important issues. Thg Institute coy)q
nurture regional opportunities for analysis and discussion
and support efforts t0 strike joint positions in internationa|.

forums.

The participants engaged in a very productive discussion
of the directions along which the sector should develop i
the closing years of the millennium, which Professor Hank
described as a “cascade of creative ideas” to be reflected
in IICA’s new Medium Term Plan. The assembly also
strongly reaffirmed that the region’s agriculture should be
modernized en the basis of competitiveness, equity and
sustainability.

The ministers urged IICA to intensify its efforts toward
achieving competitiveness, which they held up as
essential if the region was to assert itself in the dynamic,
increasingly demanding world of international trade. They
asked IICA to continue helping its Member States builda
new technological foundation and develop a new profile
of human resources.

In view of present environmental degradation and the
conviction that the greatest comparative advantage held
by countries of the New World was their natural resource
base, the delegates underscored the pressing task of

h'i':‘;”‘,;’ 6 and Water Resources of Mexico, Carlos Hank Gonzalez, W
olléagues to preside over the meeting of the IABA.




| forallocating human and financi

promoting production models that respected the

environment and ensured well-being for present and
future generations.

Faced with the problem of rura| poverty in the lives of one
third of the 460 million people in Latin America and the
Caribbean, the ministers stated that the quest for
compet_itiveness and sustainability should go hand-in-
hand with efforts to achieve equity. Small-scale producers

and campesino farmers should receive full su
insisted. pport, they

T.he sector's highest authorities in the hemisphere again
dlscove.red their basic consensus when they discussed
the Institute’s ability to face the challenges of the end of

the century. The delegates stressed that IICA should
place top priority

on technical
cooperation
activities in the
areas of
technology
development,
trade and
integration, plant
and animal
health, work with
the private sector,
and human
resource
development.
Moreover, the
Institute should
further strengthen
its ability,

acquired in recent
years, to adjust to
adynamic,
changing

environment.

Felix Cirio, the delegate from Argentina, stated his view
that the outgoing Pifieiro administration would leave
behind an IICA well positioned to meet the needs of the
countries and the region. “In recent meetings of the
ministers of agriculture,” he noted, “lICA received very
specific mandates which made it possible to correctly
interpret circumstances and thus anticipate changes.”

BUDGET

Another important outcom
approval of the 1994-199

The ministers leveled harsh criticism against protectionist policies practiced by developed
countries.

The Ministers underscored the
importance of promoting production
models that respected the environment
and ensured well-being for present and
future generations.

The total budget for the upcoming biennium, nearly
US$60 million, will cover the implementation of a portfolio
of 130 projects
designed
primarily to
encourage and
support
agricultural
development.

The summit
meeting of
ministers of
agriculture also
| provided a
backdrop for
bestowing a
number of
awards.

| The Inter-

' American Press
| Award made its
debut in 1993,
with first prizes

going to Adriana

Silveira of Brazil,
in the “Newspapers” category, and Darwin Juarez of
Nicaragua, in the category of weekly magazines.

Peruvian researcher Carlos Ochoa Nieves was awarded
the Inter-American Agricultural Medal in recognition of his
work on potato genetics and taxonomy. The Deputy
Minister of Agriculture of Peru, Rodolfo Masuda, stated
that this award was a meaningful incentive for
researchers in his Andean nation to continue their work to
benefit all of humankind.




| Martin E. Pifieiro

| IICA Stands Ready to Support the Countries

he Director General of the Inter-

American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture, Martin E.
Pifeiro, told the Seventh Regular
Meeting of the Inter-American Board of
Agriculture (IABA) of his conviction that
IICA “has fulfilled its mission and
stands ready to help the member
countries succeed in the 1990s, a

The IABA granted Martin E. Pifeiro title of Director Emeritus of IICA. He is shown receiving

congratulations from

decade ripe with challenges and
opportunities.”

Pifieiro, who has led lICA since 1986,
was 10 provide the ministers of
agriculture of the hemisphere’s
countries with a sum-up of the past two
years' activities. However, because
| this was 10 be his final report, he
' broadened the scope of his message
' to cover the work of his entire mandate.
| The agricuttural sector in Latin America
and the Caribbean, he stated, had not
been immune from the profound
economic and political transformations
of the past decade. These changes
were partof the worldwide process of
opening thathad occurred following
the end of the Cold War, as well as the
extraordinary transformations the

the IABA chairman. With him are the Director General-elect, Carlos
Aquino Gonzalez, and 1ICA’s Deputy Director General, Reed Hertford.

region had undergone due_to the
processes of democratization, trade
openingand a renewed push toward

integration.

In line with the political mandate of its
governing bodies, he added,'IIQA “has
kept abreast of and often anthpated
the changes, showing strategic

GRDINAWIN == o

foresight and an ability to adapt to new
circumstances.” As examples, he cited
the political mandates that emerged
from the meetings in Ottawa (1987)
and Madrid (1991), as well as the
implementation of the Plan of Joint
Action for Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

CONCENTRATION OF EFFORTS

Since 1987, the Institute has focused
its work on five areas, distributed
among five programs: Agricultural
Policy Analysis and Planning (Program
), Technology Generation and
Transfer (Program I1), Organization
and Management for Rural

Integration (Program IV), and
Agricultural Health (Program v),

[ICA concentrates its efforts by
funneling available resourcesintg 3
limited number of subject areas, ang
thus strives for greater impact and
more appropriate use of the Institute's
resources.

In 1991, IICA received a mandate from
Madrid to pay more attention to the
issues of competitiveness, equity and
sustainability. This called for several
changes to cut across traditional
program approaches and actions.

As an example, the emphasis on
competitiveness embraces policy
design for the agri-food sector through
Program |, technological innovation
based on Program Il, the incorporation
of small-scale producers into
agricultural modernization processes
through Program Ill, and the promotion
of trade and removal of plantand
animal health barriers, through
Programs IV and V.

The same mechanism was also used
for the two other focal points,
sustainability and equity. After alittle
more than a year of working with this
new approach, the necessary
conceptual groundwork is in place for
allthree areas, and technical
cooperation activities have begunin
the countries.

Today IICA has an ensemble of
activities that strike a careful balance
among hemispheric, regional and
national projects. Thus, it iswell -
equipped to respect the many priorities
of Member State governments, as
expressed in hemispheric meetings:
area encounters thatsetthe
pace for subregional integratior: and
finally, bilateral discussions betwgeﬂ
the |ICA Representatives and nation
authorities in each country-

The Institute's portfolio presently

contains a total of 122 projects:©f
which 18 are of hemispheric SCOpe:
are multinational or subregionh &"
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78 are national.

Development (Program lI), Trade and
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These figures take on added
significance in light of the stagnation of
international aid flows and increased
competition among cooperation
agencies for obtaining these
resources.

INTER-INSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS

One of the essential thrusts of ICA’s
strategy over the past eight years has
been to intensify its relations with other
institutions, as evidenced by the
considerable increase in the number of
legal instruments signed (168 in 1992)
and cooperation activities covered by
these agreements.

IICA has also improved its relations
with funding agencies. Themost
- | important development s its stronger

| tieswith the International Fund for

:lEJgi&T RACNE% FINANCIAL the steps toward new relations with the acquiring valuable experience through
Inter-American Development Bank jointactivities.
The Institute h b (IDB). From 1990 to 1992, the Institute
reducing its intzsrnp:;:'gr:ee;lds?a‘:fogg){tc::fan conducted 17 joint activities with these PRIORITIES FOR THE REST OF THE
become more flexi , agencies—seven with IFAD and 10 DECADE
in meeting the g?;::::: gaggr;zsn%os”fs“’e with the IDB. Other IDB activities have
technical cooperation. By the 19 92_'95 focused on women food producers, the In presenting his report to.the IABA, the
period, ICA will have 133 international restructuring of rural development Director General also'outllned afew
professionals on staff. This cutback 2 projects, and the identification of items that would require the attention
has been offset by making more use of environmental-impact indicators. of the countries and IICA during the
local professionals and consultants remainder of this decade. He stressed
: The Institute has forged closer ties with reform of the public sector to make it
The emphasis continues to be on other organizations as well, including more efficientand more closely
maintaining high levels of excellence the Caribbean Development Bank focused on the needs gf sqcrety; the
reducing the average age of the staff. (CDB), the Central American Bank for coordination and mobilization of
increasing the percentage ofwomen’ Economic Integration (CABEI), the private-sector organizations;
and seeking a balance among d Andean Development Corporation agroindustrial development as a
nationalities. (CAF), and the Latin American means to increase the added value of
Association of Development Finance agricultural output and to gain access
One of [ICA’s most significant In§titutions (ALIDE). In cooperation to new market niches; and the
achievements has been the growing with the Wor.Id Bank, IICA helped hold application of bioteqhnology to
:nf:ug)g.;f external resources. From 1987 :rvg\?ircli‘ijnsgesrgzlrr\‘/iaé::tg); %Ezrrcl;er;tcfz I agricultural production.
0 , external resour iculture,
252 percent. In 1993, th:oeusgshutrl’?eed 2 attended by 56 countries. “All this,” concluded Pifieiro, “will
month of September, US$73.8 million require human and financial resources
in external resources had been IIQA also strove to work more closely if we are to meet the needs and
programmed. Of the total budget with academic.institutions, signing 15 challenges of agriculture in our
approved for 1994, 70 percent comes agreements with universities in the countries. The skill and dedication of all
from resources transferred by the United States and Canada. IICA staff members, and the continued
countries themselves, while the ‘ political and financial support of the
remaining 30 percent is from The outlo_ok is very good for : member countries, are essential
multilateral or bilateral organizations coqperatlng with several regional elements for strengthening the Institute
: United Nations agencies and for and ensuring its success in the future.”

LR \_o“?

a press conference, IABA Chairman Carlos Hank Gonzalez explained the scope of the
Director General Martin E. Pifisiro and the Director General-

gAgricunur.al Development (IFAD) and




| IBERO-AMERICAN SUMMIT

or agriculturein Latin

America and the
Caribbean, the Third Ibero-
American Summitwas a
true milestone. Presidents
and heads of state
recognized the strategic
contribution of the sector
“for overcoming hunger and
povenrty,” and stated this
position in their final
document.

| Thus, in the Bahia
Declaration, the most
important result of this
meeting held from July 14
to 16 in Bahia, Brazil, top
governing authorities put
out acall to intensify
international cooperation in
the field of agriculture,
through programs that
might include financial
resources, technology
transfer, and trade
liberalization measures for
agricultural products.

The Declaration proposes a
program with an emphasis
on social measures to bring
about development. It
reaffirms confidence in
cooperation among
countries and identifies
common themes for joint
action.

At the meeting, lICA was
represented by the Director
General, Martin E. Pifieiro,
and the Director of External
Relations, Jorge Werthein.

| ForlICA, it was particularly
f gratifying 1o see the

| presidents and heads of
state include agriculture

| and sustainable develop-

' mentin their deliberations
and include this as one of
the imperatives for
cooperation in the region. It
was the successful

Agriculture and Sustainqbiliiitzy

Presidents and heads of state endorsed the proposal on agriculture and sustainable development prepared

by IICA.

culmination of considerable
advance work.

In preparation for the event,
the Institute had held an
international meeting at its
headquarters from June 24
to 25. It had worked closely
with the Earth Council in
preparing a document that
the president of Costa Rica,
Rafael Angel Calderon,
would place before the chief
executives at their meeting
in Brazil,

The authorities not only
backed the proposal, but

Agriculture and
sustainable
development were
included among the
imperatives for
cooperation in the
region.

10

dthe
also acknowledge
Institute’s efforts to make
sustainable agriculture 2
reality based ona sense of
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shared responsibility bet-
ween developed countries
and developing countries.

IICA's presentation,
“Agriculture and natural
resources: Source of
competitiveness and
heritage of Ibero-America,”
identified nine high-priority
actions that translate the
agreements of the United
Nations Conference on
Environment and
Development (UNCED) into
a strategy for sustainable
agriculture to:

* endorse the political
commitment expressed
inthe Rio Declaration

amend laws and regu-
lations on the agricul-
tural sector, in line with
the Rio accords

protect the region's
biological heritage, to
!<eep itintact and ensure
Its continued use asa
Production asset

reduce pove
ev
that affectsix gy of

every ten rurg|
dwellers

* include criteriaand ob-
jectives of sustainability -
inthe designand man@
gement of macroecono-
mic and trade policies

)

* encourage technologi
renovationtomake
sustainable agricuture |-
possible i

* definethe region's
strategies for regu!atmg
patent rightson Iiv_lng
resources, atte_n_g:ng

lobal forums wi
gegotiating pnsitionsthat
accurately address 'real
situationsinthe region
and bringing about tech-s
nology transfer sc_heme
that are more equita et
betweenNorth and Sou

seek commitments to
control the usé of
pesticides

*

0
& createareg|°“a'fundt
support the [ber and

American scienc?n
technology syst
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Headquarters

AGENDA 21

|CA and the Earth Council

have launched an Inter-American
Group to conceive and implement a
new vision by which the countries of
the Americas can develop their
agriculture and natural resources
sustainably in the framework of
Agenda 21.

The Group held its first working
meeting from August 25 through 27
at ICA Headquarters to explore
how it would be organized and
operated, and to set a working
agenda.

- ..

Margarita Marino de Botero, a
Colombian who is one of the 18
people involved in the new
organization, stated that the Group
had singled out two broad subject
areas on which to focus its attention
over the next twelve months:
“‘poverty, environment and

patterns of consumption” and
‘technology.”

Marino, a former member of the
United Nations Commission on
Environment and Development (the
Bruntland Commission), and a
member of the advisory team for the

Rio Conference, added that the

Group to Promote Sustainable Agriculture
IICA and Earth Council Combine Efforts

Grqup hopes to take shape as the
regnon's arena for discussion from
which would arise initiatives and
action proposals.

“We hope,” she added, ‘to spark a
constructive dialogue among the
various sectors traditionally
interested in these issues,
buttressed with the contributions of
university and academic groups.”

Alicia Barcena, Executive Director of the
Earth Council, took part in the meeting of the
Inter-American Group. With her are lICA's
Manuel Otero and Eduardo Trigo.

In the same vein, she noted that the
Group was interested not only in
setting a conceptual framework, but
also in drafting policies, actions and
strategies to undergird the
sustainable development of
agriculture and natural resources in
the context of Agenda 21.

Agenda 21, the main product

of the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development
(UNCED), held in Brazil in

June 1992, calls upon nations,
international, regional and
subregional organizations

and nongovernmental

Photo/R. Escobar

tions to como together in a

organiza
¢ ustalnable

global commitment to s
development.

The Colombian expert noted that the
decision to promote the croation of
this group held paramount
importance for the region. She thus
applauded the initiative by IICA and
the Earth Council, @
nongovernmental organization
headquartered in Costa Rica and
responsible for following up 0N
UNCED agreements.

“It is an ideal setting,” she
explained, “for implementing
Agenda 21 items that target the
agricultural sector.”

Lincoln Myers, former Minister of
Agriculture of Trinidad and Tobago
and a member of the Inter-American
Group, stated that a valuable
opportunity was opening up.

“The idea,” he explained, “is to
decentralize our meetings.” He went
on to explain how Group members
would be able to understand better
the various processes underway in
the Americas by seeing them in the
field, and incorporate input from the
many meetings, forums and
seminars discussing agriculture, the
environment, economics and
development planning.

Myers felt that a sustainable model
to ensure the region's future should
be built on a foundation of concerted
decisions.

He stressed that it was very
important for the region to
reassess its tremendous natural
wealth and draw from it the clout to
approach international forums

on an equal footing and negotiate
more equitable conditions in such
areas as trade, essential for
guaranteeing economic

growth.
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\ PRESIDENT OF IFAD VISITS IICA 'nﬁ:-li,?gc;::euniit three ' projects in 2“?’;3?\&2
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Productivity Must Rise

R ural poverty, which
affects nearly one
billion people throughout
the world, can be
eradicated only through
initiatives to help poor
farmers become more
productive, according to
statements made at
IICA by the President

of the International
Agricultural Development

Fund (IFAD), Fawzi Hamad
Al-Sultan.

The leader of this United
Nations agency specialized
in financing for the rural
poor added that farmers
also need guaranteed
access to land, technology,
services and capital.

The President of IFAD was
atliCA on July 29 to
inaugurate an international
seminar which charted
communications strategies
1o support rural women in
Latin America and the
Caribbean.

The initiative was launched
by lICA and IFAD with
support from the United
Nations Development Fund
for Women (UNIFEM). It
will seek to strengthen
communications processes

| and give farm women a

| broader role in

| development proposals.

OVERLOOKED
POTENTIAL

According to Al-Sultan, a
recent IFAD study showed
that the rural poor comprise
an extraordinary social and
economic resource that
has been ignored or

relegated to a marginal role
in development efforts.

Faced with this challenge,
he felt that poverty could be
turned around through
productivity gains for those

T1US de coop
2ars of inter

Photo/R. Escobar

The President of IFAD, Fawzi
Hamad Al-Sultan; the First Lady
of Costa Rica, Gloria Bejarano
de Calderon; and the Director
General of IICA, Martin E.
Pineiro, spoke at the
inauguration of the international
seminar.

activities most commonly
conducted by poor farmers,
who could then become the
authors of their own
processes of change.

Al-Sultan, elected last
January 23 to head IFAD,
stated that his
administration's top priority
would be to streamline
negotiations for obtaining
the fourth fund
replenishment, which
would provide the

12
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poverty in the world.

In his opinion, all national
development programs
should pursue the
eradication of poverty as
one of their main
objectives, and thesg
should include initiatives

SSEENTRTRS -
S——

-r'americang

targeting groups that live
under extreme conditions,
especially rural women.

He noted that IFAD's
specific projects in the
countries were providing
solutions in this area, but
acknowledged that their
funding initiatives could
achieve full impact only if
the governments showed
firm political determination.

“Political determination can
take many forms, including
counterpart funds ang
human resources to
guarantee that projects

come to fruition,” he stated.

Al-Sultan noted that from
1978 through 1993 the

Caribbean for a toy

) al
US$525 million_ Thesgf
initiatives hag bene
nearly one million familig
of poor farmers.

He applauded the “Very
positive™ relationship of
cooperation between ICA

TN

y
\
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and IFAD, “two
organizations that share
the ideal of bringing about
better living conditions for
poor producers.”

This inter-institutional
cooperation has posteda
number of achievements.
Joint missions of expers
have identified and
prepared investment
projects in Uruguay, 5
Ecuador, Honduras, G0
Rica, El Salvador and.
Mexico. Sectoral studié®
have been drawn up 1"
Jamaica, Haiti, (;olombla
nd Guyana, and
2ommu)r’\ications straltI-JgV
was designed for rura

women-/)

-




—

INTER-AMERICAN PRESS AWARD
Brazil and Nicaragua Garner Awards
Four Other Countries Also Place

he Inter-American Press Award for 1993 was

claimed by Brazilian Adriana Silveira, in the ¢
of “Newspapers,” and Nicaraguan Darwin Juarez
category of “Magazines and Weeklies " :

ategory
inthe

The international jury for the awards announced its
verdict last September 3 at IICA Headquarters, and also
revealed the names of second- and third-place winners in
each category.

| Under “Newspapers,” second prize went to Mireya
| Tabuas of Venezuela, while Luisa Limachi Flores of

| Bolivia took third

| place. Second place
| in “Magazines and

! Weeklies™ went to

| Oscar Nufiez of
 Costa Rica, and third
j place, to Carlos

| Ayala Ramirez of El
Salvador. Honorable
mention was given to
Celia Sankar, from
Trinidad and Tobago.

\
-

Silveira and Juarez
received their awards

in Mexico City on .g
September 23 atthe &
closing ceremony of €
the Seventh Regular 2

Meeting of the Inter-
American Board of Agriculture (IABA).

Members of the international jury were Gerardo Bolafios
(Costa Rica), Regional Director of the Central American
Journalism Program (PROCEPER); Sabine Mdller
(Germany), agricultural economist; Ronnie de Camino
(Chile), specialist in natural resources; and Jorge
Werthein (Argentina), IICA’s Director of External
Relations.

The competition was organized by IICA, the German
Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ), and the
Intemational Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).
The theme was “Environment, Development and
Agriculture in the Framework of Agenda 21" and entries
were received from journalists in 18 countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean.

Of the US$14,000 in total winnings, first prize in each
category took US$4,000, second prize, US$2,000 and
third prize, US$1,000.

WINNING PIECES

Adriana Silveira won her first-place award for her article
“Agro-toxins: Bane of farmers,” published in Portuguese
in the Jornal Estado de Minas. The article offers a
serious, balanced analysis of the use and abuse of
agrochemicals and their repercussions on agricultural
production, water and human health.

Juarez’ blue-ribbon piece was entitled “Nejapa: Mirror of
Asosca,” published in Spanish in the magazine Gente
(affiliated with Barricada newspaper). The article
explores the relationship between people and their

The international jury was
made up of Sabine Muller,
Gerardo Bolanos, Ronnie
de Camino and Jorge
Werthein.

environment and efforts that should be made to restore
the environmental order.

Second-place awards were given for the articles “| long to
see you green” (in Spanish), by the Venezuelan Mireya
Tabuas in Reporte de la Economia, and “Deforestation
in Costa Rica: The nightmare and the hope” (in Spanish),
by Oscar Nufiez, in the newsweekly Esta Semana.

Third place went to Luisa Limachi of Bolivia, for her piece
“Reclaiming Andean technology: The suka kollus system
that protects the environment” (in Spanish); and Carlos
Ayala Ramirez, from El Salvador, for his series “Ethical
dimensions of the environmental proposals contained in
Agenda 21" (in Spanish).

———
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INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR FOR JOURNALISTS

Environment |
Improving News Production |
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N ews coverage onthe
environment and development

in Latin America and the Caribbean
needs to be produced and
disseminated more efficiently,
according to journalists from 22
countries in the region, who met at
[ICA Headquarters at the end of July
for a seminar on Agenda 21.

The newspeople recognized that
Agenda 21, the main product of the
United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development
(UNCED, Brazil, June 1992), makes
sustainable development the
touchstone of our times.

In their final document, they stated,
“Journalists and the media need to
understand this and embrace it,” thus
summing up the conclusions of the
international seminar “Agenda 21: A
new model for development,”
sponsored by IICA, the Earth
Council, the Organization of
American States (OAS), the
International Agricultural
Development Fund (IFAD) and the
Inter-American Development Bank

(IDB).

The journalists described
themselves as providing a bridge
between technical and scientific
circles and the general public; in this
role, they can putto use the know-
ledge, capacity and infrastructure
already in place in the hemisphere
“...to step up the flow of news and
information” on these topics.

They admitted that the production of
new scientific and technological
knowledge is one of the keys, and
therefore they considered the
support given by technologists and
scientists to be absolutely essential.

"One of their social responsibilities is
to provide clear, concrete informa-
tion, so we can exercise due respon-
sibility when we write on Issues of the
environment and development, in
their full dimensions."

PROPOSALS

Inorder to begin moving in this
direction, the journalists proposed
that projects submitted for

funding to international cooperation

Gonoral of IICA; ¢
Moralos, Minister o,m:f
Rosources of Cogty Rlcu{"
Joso Joaquin Acufig D"
Minlator of Agrlculru;o OO’DUry
Costa Rica; Alicla Barcang
Exocutive Diractor of the
Earth Councll; Eduarde
Trigo, of IICA; and Juan Josg
Castro, of the OAS, at thy
Inauguration of the seminar

hoto/R. Escobar

and financing agencies and NGOs
should include budgetary items on
communication and dissemination to
“publicize the findings, results and
difficulties,...and to share
knowledge and assist in better
gauging the importance of their
results.”

They also urged these organizations
and the media themselves to help
build working relationships
between journalists, technologists
and scientists by offering
opportunities for contact and for
sharing ideas and views. Inthe same
connection, they stressed the
importance and value of holding field
trips and tours in which specialists
could help journalists view the
e

The newspeople recognizéd
that Agenda 21 makes
sustainable development ™
touchstone of our times:

i
//

.
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problems for themselves, along with
solutions and results.

The reporters also targeted NGOs
and cooperation and funding
agencies, urging them to promote
new flows of concise, clear
information for distribution, backed

with figures and statistical data.
They recommended that journalistic
criteria be applied in selecting and
Producing such materials, and
asked lICA, IFAD, the IDB, the OAS
and the Earth Council to

Cooperate in carrying out this
initiative.

The journalists acknowledged the
important role of training, and drew
attention to the need for higher
education institutions and
international organizations to

set up permanent training programs
for journalists, providing them an
opportunity to acquire more in-depth,

/ L
7. St ¢

Santiago Real de Azua, at a session of the seminar.

IICA’s Director of External Relations, Jorge Werthein (left), and the Head of the IDB Press Office,

up-to-date knowledge
onthe environment and
development.

Finally, they shouldered the
professional challenge of making the |
environment and development an
integral part of their coverage in all }
spheres of political, economic, ‘
social and cultural activity, to
improve the content of their
reporting, and to seek
opportunities for discussion,
exchange and training on these
subjects.

L Y

Photo/R. Escobar

EARTH COUNCIL
Officially Inaugurated
Council Members to be Selected

he Earth Council, a nongovernmental organization

whose mission is to provide follow-up to agreements
signed at the United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development (UNCED), will be formally inaugurated
on November 29 in San Jose, Costa Rica, where it is
headquartered.

The Council is made up of 21 well-known experts in
sustainable development, representing civil society from
the entire planet. It will seek global consensus at the
highest political level for bringing about sustainable
development and equity.

The entity’s new authorities will meet on November 29
and 30 at IICA Headquarters to specifically identify the

guidelines needed for ensuring the preservation of natural
resources, focusing on such key issues as integration of
environmental and trade considerations, eradication of
poverty, population and consumption, technology
generation and transfer, and others.

The president of Costa Rica,
Rafael Angel Calderon, will
attend the inaugural
ceremony, along with
representatives of the
diplomatic corps accredited
to Costa Rica and of
international organizations,
including IICA, according to
statements by a Council
spokeswoman shortly
before press time.

Photo/R. Escobar

Maurice Strong, President of the
Earth Council
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' Cooperation for Development

| DIREX ﬁreﬁafes Publications

A s pan of the drive to
obtain external
resources for modemizing
agriculture in Latin
America and the
Caribbean, IICA is
prepanng an up-to-date
edition of a directory of
international cooperation
and funding agencies.

The publication, under the
responsibility of the
Directorate of External
Relations (DIREX), will
include a set of quick-
reference cards on each
institution, listing its
objectives, areas of
action, operating
priorities, procedures for
approval of assistance
funds, and names of the
people responsible for
projects already under
way in Latin America and
the Caribbean.

The book will be a
source of information to
help technical specialists
and professionals in lICA
and in the ministries of
agriculture learn what
they need {0 know

about institutions
offering assistance

for the agricultural
sector.

As a pan of the same

publishing effort, DIREX
will soon release a study
on the trends of external
resources negotiated by

|

It will identify how the
funds were used at the
country level, the subject
areas addressed,
geographic areas
covered, types of projects
involved, amount of
resources, and others.
This analysis will be
helpful for pinpointing the
general orientation given
to negotiated funds, thus
laying a sound basis for
guiding future
negotiations for external
funds.

A third publication will
review the Institute’s
approach to public
information activities. It
will take a look at how
dissemination of
information was handled
in the framework of the
new strategy to
modernize agriculture,
launched when it became
clear that the import-
substitution model had
reached the limits of its
usefulness. It will also
gauge the effort {o create
currents of public
opinion favorable to the
new role assigned 1o
agriculture in the
development agenda.

Finally, the publication
will examine various
types of relationships
with agricultural,
economic, social and
environmental

Jorge Waerthein, Director of
External Relations

Associate
Personnel

A number of
institutions
interested in modernizing
and reactivating the
agricultural sector in Latin
America and the
Caribbean have
combined efforts with
IICA, assigning
specialists in high-priority
areas to work at IICA
Headquarters, where they
can develop and carry out
projects.

The Asian Vegetable
Research and

Development Centre
(AVRDC), has appointeq
Robin Marsh to heaq a
project for setting upa
network on vegetaple
research and technolg

development for Centra)
America.

Marsh, an agriculturg
economist from the
United States, will

also coordinate research
on the socioeconomics of
family gardens

on the isthmus, in
cooperation with the
Tropical Agriculture
Research and Training
Center (CATIE).

The German Agency for
Technical Cooperation
(GT2) is focusing on
issues of sustainability,
adding Dr. Jurgen Carls to
the team of specialists
assignedto lICA
Headquarters.

Jurgen Carls

Carls, a specialistin
ecology and natural
resource protection

in the tropics and
subtropics, joins

Ronnie de Camino a_nd
Sabine Muller in their
work for agricuttural
sustainability,
concentrating on the field

[ICA from 1986 through journalists. of sustainable alternativé
1993. ‘ agriculture.

| ‘ Robin Marsh
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programs on the March
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spearheaded

epresentatives from
' 14 countries of the
hemisphere created the
American Association of

| Agricultural Commodity

’ exchanges in the

' framework of an

| international encounter
| held last July 28 to 30in
; Guayaquil, Ecuador.

|

i The new Association was
| the main result of the “First
' Remispheric Encounter of
Agricultural Commodity
Exchanges,” organized by
the Ecuadorean National
Commodity Exchange and
lICA's Trade and
Integration Program.

As a catalyst to economic
integration in the region,
the Association will

ECUADOR
Agn'clglitgrqlw7C9mpliodity Exchanges
American Association tobe

promote cooperation
among its members
glnitiauy the 14 exchanges
in the hemisphere), and will
support the deregulation
and internationalization of
commaodity markets.

It will also encourage the
establishment of bilateral
and multilateral systems for
negotiating and bidding on
commodities through the
agricultural exchanges.

By sponsoring the sharing
of information, the
Association will foster
closer ties among the
agricultural commodity
exchanges in the different
countries. The idea is to
facilitate access to
experiences acquired in

Participants in the meeting commented that the Inter—Amen’can
Association would provide permanent links among agricultural

commodity exchanges.

each country with ex-
change operations, market
behavior, and legislation.

Participants in the
hemisphere-wide meeting
commented that in a world
characterized by market
liberalization and trade
opening, the Association
will help forge links among
the agricultural commodity

exchanges. They also
underscored IICA's efforts
and supportin promoting
and consolidating
commodity exchanges,
which provide an excellent
tool for supplementing
other activities to
modernize agriculture in
the countries of the
hemisphere.

PROJECT PROPOSAL

Communications, Women and Sustainable Development

ICA and the Interna-

tional Union for the
Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) are carrying outa
project called “Commu-
nications, women and
sustainable development.”
Funded by the Swedish
International Development
Agency (SIDA), the project
will benefit some 250 grass-
roots organizations in
Central America.

The purpose of the three-
year projectis to follow up
on the training in

: communications theory and

250 Beneficiary Organizations

techniques with a gender
perspective, which began

_two years ago, and adda

component on sustainable
development.

The training will follow a
four-part sequence: a)
general training on commu-
nications, women and
sustainable development,
with a gender approach; b)
training in the use of audio-
visual materials to enhance
communications techni-
ques; ¢) methods and vali-
dation techniques for as-
sessing audiovisuals; and

d) training in techniques for
reproducing the know-how
afteritis acquired.

The project will directly
benefit 300 technicians
responsible for training,
outreach, extension and
production of training and
communications materials
in Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras and
Nicaragua.

The project will also target
300 technicians and admi-
nistrators of public- and
private-sector organizations
belonging to a regional net-
work of institutions working
for rural development, who
will receive assistance for
exchanging information.




ANDEAN AREA

Pesticide Control

Call for Public-Private Dialogue

r I Y he public and private sectors in

the Andean countries
must combine their efforts and
work together if they are to
counteract nontariff trade barriers
such as controls on pesticide
residues in export products
headed for the United States

market

This was the consensus of
representatives of the ministries of
agriculture of Bolivia, Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela at a
seminar on new regulations and
pesticide tolerance levels in
agricutiural exponts, held in Quito,
Ecuador

Ecuador's Minister of Agriculture,
Mariano Gonzalez, underscored
the imporance of achieving the

highest possible quality in products,

meeting and even surpassing the
demands of the inernational
market.

Business leaders and producers
drew attention 10 their need for
' United States authorities 10
provide up-to-date information on
' pesticide regulations, in order 10

18
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Participating in the inauguration (left to right)
were' David Black, ICA Represontative in the
United States,; John Wessel and John Jones,
from the FDA; Scott Wood and Ray Carvajal
from USDA APHIS; and the Director of IICA's
Agricultural Health Program, David Wilson

streamline trade between that
market and the Andean
countries.

The meeting, sponsored by IICA,
the Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service of the United
States Depantment of Agriculture
(USDA-APHIS), the National
Agrochemical Association and
PROEXANT, was attended by
officials of the Organization of
American States’ Scientific Studies
Deparnment and the United States
Environmental Protection Agency
(EFA) and Food and Drug
Administration (FDA).

NToOCKIHOLM

Structural Adjustmeny
and Rural Poverty

Y tockholm, the capital city of
LD Swodon, was tho sito of an
Intornational mooting that brought
togothor oxperts from Latin America
and tho Nordic countrios to discuss
macrooconomic policies, the
adjustmont process and rural poverty
in Latin America and the Caribbean.

The activity, which took place from
September 2 to 3, was held by the
Swedish Agency for Research Coope-
ration with Developing Countries
(SAREC), the Stockholm School of
Economics and IICA, for the purpose of
presenting and analyzing the results of
IICA/SAREC research inthis area.

In the working sessions, the 60 partici-
pants shared their views on the impact
of structural adjustment and trade
liberalization policies. They reviewed
strategies for modernizing agriculture
in Latin America, and asked whether
these strateglies are consistent with the
reglon's social needs.

The Director of [ICA's Program on
Agricultural Policy Analysis and
Planning, Carlos Pomareda,
expressed satisfaction with the broad
scope of the seminar and added thatit
produced a fruitful discussion on the
shape and direction of the process of
reforming economic policies, and what
this implies for institutions of the
agricultural sector.

The research projects presented in
Sweden were designed to help eluci-
date the implications of the crisis that
the region experienced in the 19808
and measure the impact of macroeco-
nomic reforms on the poor population.
During those years, characterized by
profound crisis and a process of
adjustment, Latin America and the
Caribbean posted high rates of poverty:
A significant proportion of these poors
approximately 34 percent or 136 millon
people, lived in rural areas and weré
associated with agriculture.

- Ty




[ICA/IDB

Credit Fund Proposed

he project “Agricultural
sector policies vis-a-vis women
food producers in Central America
and Panama” recently drew to a
i close, and project leaders
| recommended that, as follow-up, a
| credit fund be created for developing
small scale agricultural holdings in
the region.

| This proposal was given in the

final project report, presented

“inaseminar at IICA Headquarters

' last July. The activity was attended

by the First Lady of Costa Rica,

| Gloria Bejarano de Calderon, Costa
Rica's Deputy Minister of

| Agriculture, Jose Joaquin Acunfa,

. and the Director General of lICA,

- Martin E. Pifeiro.

! The purpose of the fund will

“ be to encourage self-sustainability

| insmall-scale farm production

| and to guarantee access to

| external credit sources and

national savings reserves. It

will also ensure equitable

credit access for women

producers.

Support for Farmer Org ganizations

This is considered essential.
Studies conducted by the project
show that, in recent years,
women food producers in the
subregion have encountered
serious obstacles to obtaining
financing.

In Panama and Guatemala, only one
third of all credit applications by

2
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women produced loans, while in

Nicaragua, 10 percent of women'’s
credit applications for cooperatives
and small farms were granted. The
figure for Costa Rica was only four

percent.

Similar initiatives have been
launched in the Andean Area and
the Caribbean Area in order to
prepare assessment studies and
help women producers obtain better
access to credit, land and technical

assistance.

The Deputy Minister of Agriculture of Costa Rica, Jose Joaquin Acunia (right), described the
scope of the project. With him are the Director General of IICA and the First Lady of Costa Rica.

DB
Funding Approved

he Inter-American Develop-

ment Bank (IDB) recently
approved a total of US$345,000 in
nonreimbursable technical
cooperation financing for IICA.

- | Thegrant, approvedon
- | October 7, willbe partof the

Agricultural Research to Improve

US$7,345,000 that the Bank
has allocated fo different
institutions in the region to
promote agricultural research,
natural resource management,
and economic growth in

Latln Amorm and lhe

IICA will allocate US$225,000 of
these moneys to fund the activities
of the Cooperative Agricultural
Research and Technology
Transter Program for the Andean
Subregion (PROCIANDINO). The
remaining US$120,000 will be
used for a similar initiative in the
countries of the South American
tropics.




LATIN AMERICA AND VIOC CARININICAN
Uruguay Round of GATT
Organizations Prepare Document

rl‘ he Uruguay Round
Oof GATT is the targot
of a new study prepared
N & cooperative effort by
four organizations in the
region. Entitled “Latin
America and the
Caribbean and the
Uruguay Round ot
GATT," the paper assents
that the outcome of the
GATT negotiating
process, scheduled to
conclude next December,
should offer a "positive
and effective” response to
the region’s needs.

The paper was prepared
by the Latin American
Economic System
(SELA), IICA, the Latin
American Integration
Association (ALADI) and
the Economic
Commission for Latin
America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC). It
provided a basis for
discussions last
September 16 and 17 in
Montevideo, Uruguay
when the ministers of the
countries of the Rio
Group, whose task is 10
follow up on the Uruguay
Round, met with Peter
Sutherland, Director
General of GATT

| The region's spokesmen
| voiced their concern over
how the negotiations

f have bogged down.

| They reiterated their

i interest in seeing final

| results that meet the

| needs of Latin America

' when the Round

[winds up on December

15.

Bocause the agricultural
soctorn s of such
paramount importance,
thoy addod, tho Round
must guarantoo
substantial liboralization
of markot accony,
roduction of intarnal
supports and oxport
subsidios, and
implomoentation of human
and agricultural hoalth
moasuros consistont
with thoe provisions

and disciplinos sot

forth in the draft Final
Repont,

At the same timo, tho
ministors exprossod
rogrot that tho roglon's
incipient efforts to tako
“autonomous,
moaningful" measuros
for liberallzing accoss to
thelr markets, In
accordance with the
objectives of the Uruguay
Round, had encountered
no response In tho
developed natlons, and
that new protectionist
measures had thereforo
been adopted In violation
of commitments mado.

COSTA RICA
First Ladies
Meet

he First Ladles of

Latin America and
the Caribbean met in San
Jose, the capital of Costa
Rica, from Septembor 7

through 9, 1H0H 1 hin Wik
tholr third summit
mooting, and thay 100k
tho opportunity to onlltor
politlonl; ot anomio, noalal
and oultural gonditions
that will Improve the
altuation of famitios 1n tho

roglon

o Offico of Cooporation
and Support for tho st
Ladios of Gontral
Amorion, which rocoivos
tochnleal support from
CA, wiy Instrumontal in
proparing and carrying
out this mooting.

Tho participants in tho
mooting, oagor o
"promoto Intogratod
dovelopmont” of tho
family, adoptod a
doclaration articulating
tho urgont nood to design
public policlos for tho
family and Imploment
Investment programs
targoting familles that live
In povorty or at spoclal
risk.

e

Iho wives of tho
prosfdonts made o
spoclalploato UNESGH
and UNICEF to halp
antloh family it by
providing guldance ang
funding, In coordination
with tho govarnmants, for
tho proparation and
disnomination of

maodin programs
diroctod toward
ahlldron and youth,

ho hostoss of tho
mooting, Costa Rica's
Flrst Lady Glorla
Bojarano do Caldaron,
oxprossod hor
gatlstaction with the event
and undoracorod the Flrst
Ladlos' plodgo to
porsovoro Inthelr offorts
to solve the probloms
affocting families In Latin
Amoriea and the
Carlbboan,

IR 9)\1||1\ |
S Jamfi
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Tha reglon's Firat Lac
famillos,
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on will promote Integratad development for
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Action in the Countries

tthe invitation of Canadian
A government authorities, the
| Director General of [ICA, Martin E.
| pineiro, was in Ottawa on October 14
| and 15 to meet with officials in the
| Chancellory, the Ministry of External

!
|
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:
!
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Affairs, and organizations that work
closely with the Institute.

During his stay in Ottawa, Pifieiro
received awards for the strong mo-
mentum he has given to the agricultu-
ral sector of Latin America and the
Caribbean during his eight years at the
helm of ICA, promoting a strategy for
modemization based on competi-
tiveness, equity and sustainability.

Ceremonies in his honor were held on
October 14 at the Ministry of External
Affairs and International Trade, where
| herecsived recognition from Staniey
Gooch, head for Latin America and the

rbbear 15 found him ata

n the Departiment of

e, where he was singled out
0 RobWright,

Director General Visits Canada
Authorities Highlight Achi&érﬁéhts

The Director General expressed
gratitude to Canada's public-sector
agencies and cooperation
organizations for their support, through
IICA, for the process of reactivating the
region’s agriculture. He recalled that it

- E I R
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&r_ioy Gooch, head of the Latin America and Caribbean section of the Department of External
| Affairs and International Trade (left), greets IICA’s Director General.

gricultural sector.

Minister of Agriculture Canada (left), cong

was in Canadain 1987 thatthe
hemisphere's ministers of agriculture,
with great vision, had agreed to adopt a
strategy for reactivating ag riculture.

In their final declaration, known as the
Ottawa Mandate, the ministers had
charged IICA to draw up a Plan of Joint
Action for Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

The Director General went on to note
that this strategy, first envisaged six
years ago in Ottawa, had provided a
means to position agriculture as the
engine of a new era of economic and
social growth in the region. The
recognition of the role of agriculture as
a strategic sector was later confirmed
in Spain in 1991, when the ministers of
agriculture again gathered together.

While he was in Canada, Pifieiro also
visited with Keith Bezanson, president
of the Canadian International
Development Research Centre
(IDRC), and authorities from the
Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA), including CIDA Vice-
president Charles Basset, and the
Director General for the Americas,
Elizabeth McAllister.

ratulates Pifieiro for [ICA’s work to
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TRIFINIO FLAN

Trinational Market Shows Promise
Vice-presidents Laud Progress

T he plan for developing the
border zone where El Salvador,
Guatemala and Honduras come
together, known as the Trifinio Plan,
has entered a new phase with steps
being taken to set up a trinational
market and eventually consolidate a

free-transit zone

The Trifinio Plan first went into effect
in 1986 under the sponsorship of
[ICA, the Organization of American
States (OAS) and the European
Economic Community (EEC).

Other members have since signed
on, including the governments of

Spain and Finland, the Cem.ral
American Bank for Economic
Integration (CABEI), and the United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP).

The move toward trinational
integration processes also sparked
the interest of such entities as the
Central American Parliament.

The representative of the

president of Honduras, Jacobo
Hernandez, and the vice-presidents
of Guatemala, Arturo Herbruguer,
and El Salvador, Francisco

Merino, offered an assessment of

achievements so far, stressing
that standards of living had
improved, productivity had risen,
and natural resources were being
protected in the 45 participating
municipalities.

Many of the projects launched 18
months ago have begun to alleviate
the conditions of extreme poverty
characterizing 60 percent of the
inhabitants of the zone, and offer an
alternative to the unemployment
affecting half of the region’s
economically active population.

Several feasibility studies have
already been completed for
implementing new projects. In this
phase, the Trifinio will begin to
expand its legal framework,
adapting it to the evolving needs of
the area.

GUATEMALA

Modemizing Agriculture

Minister Introduces Agenda

he Director General of lICA,

Martin E. Pifieiro, was in
Guatemala last October 25 for the
unveiling of the “Agenda for
reactivating and modernizing the
agricuttural sector.” The ceremony
was also attended by the President
of Guatemala, Ramiro de Leon
Carpio

The Minister of Agriculture,
Livestock and Food, Luis Arturo
del Valle, introduced the document
in the presence of representatives
of the diplomatic corps and
international cooperation
agencies.

Also present on behalf of ICA were
the Director of Central Area

' Operations, Reynaldo Perez; and
the Secretary of the Regional

. Council for Agricultural Cooperation

l
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in Central America, Mexico and the
Dominican Republic (CORECA),
Roger Guillen.

The agenda for agriculture

grew out of an intensive

process of consultation with the
private agricultural sector. It
outlines actions in such key

areas as technology, credit,
investment, human resources,
sustainability, equity, foreign trade
and public institutional
development.

The Ministry of Agriculture,
Livestock and Food (MAGA) had
received support from lICA to
promote an intersectoral dialogue
wnh the participation of farmers
busmgss leaders, nongovernméntal
organizations and academics
through 10 working meetings 'held

from August 18 through October 12,
1993.

These discussions provided

input for a document that charts
the needs and actions

expressed by the participating
groups and embodies such
principles as equity,
competitiveness and sustainability
in agriculture.

During his stay in the capital

city of Guatemala, the Director
General of IICA met with Minister del
Valle to sign seven cooperation
agreements in such areas as
marketing and agricultural statistics,
preinvestment, a forestry plan of
action, regional planning and fruft
crop development.

Pifeiro also signed an
agreement with the National
Peace Fund (FONAPAZ) for
contributing to socioeconomic
rehabilitation for the rural
Population.
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CARIBBEAN AND SOUTHERN ARFEAS

IICA Action Evaluated
High-priority Areas Eéiablished

I ICA recently held meetings of its Re
the countries from two different geo

evaluate its technical assistance activities and pro

new directions for the future. The Representativesﬁﬁ?ﬁe

Caribbean Area met in Barbados, ang those in the
Southern Area, in UmguaY~

Presentatives in
graphic areas to

Atthe meeting in the
Caribbean last August 16,
IICA's Deputy Director
General, Reed Hertford,
and the Director of External
Relations, Jorge Werthein,
discussed the Institute's
priorities and achievements
in the subregion in the
framework of the Medium
Term Plan, the instrument
that has shaped IICA’s
work over the past five
years.

Werthein presented a
document entitled “External
resources in support of IICA
operations in the
Caribbean,” analyzing the
present situation and future
prospects for fund raising.
He also offered a proposal
forimplementing a new
strategy to increase the
Institute’s visibility in the
subregion.

Photo/Michael Loregnard

nations.

lICA's Representatives in the Caribbean agreed that the
Institute had built a bridge between Latin America and the
English-speaking Caribbean by establishing close ties
with their Standing Committee of Ministers responsible for
Agriculture (SCMA).

~ | The meeting highlighted the need to do more for
| diversifying the area'’s output and to build cooperative

1ICA evaluated the technical cooperation it provides the Caribbean

The Institute’s Representatives in the Southern
Area, meeting with the Director General, Martin E.
Pifieiro, on August 28 in Uruguay, discussed

such issues as decentralization and better
follow-up.

Pifeiro drew attention to the need for decisions of the
subregion's ministers of agriculture to be expressed more
clearly and specifically, so they could be incorporated into
the MTP that will govern Institute affairs for the next five
years.

In their discussion of
decentralization, the
Representatives
emphasized the
considerable progress
already made in this
direction, which “gives
IICA comparative
advantages over other
technical cooperation
organizations.”

Sessions included
expert reports on the
progress of subregional
initiatives such as the
Plant Protection
Committee for the
Southern Area (COSAVE)
and the Cooperative
Program for Agricultural
Research in the
Southern Cone
(PROCISUR).

The latter focuses attention

on natural resources and
sustainability in agriculture, genetic resources,
biotechnology and institutional development. The
Executive Secretary of PROCISUR, Amelio Dall’ Agnol,
warned, however, that national agricultural research
institutes need to contribute more in such critical areas as
agroindustry.

| elations with other agencies in the area.
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VENEZUELA
Dialogue on Agriculture
IICA Sponsors Cycle of Meetings

implementing a program for

e T
he lICA Office in this Ande agriculture based on CONSensus.

country is promoting a cycle of
meetings called “Venezuelan

Agriculture in the Twenty-first
Century.” Attended by

The initiative is fully backed py the
Ministry of Agriculture and Llyestock
(MAC), the Agricultural Credit Fund,
the Confederation of Chambers, and
anumber of trade-union

1

| representatives of the public and
“ private sectors, the meetings are
designed to lay the groundwork for

%

" VENEZUELA AGRICOLA SIGLO XXI:
| 0aSES PARN UN PROGRAMA NACIONAL CONCERTADO

The round of events began last May 7 in Caracas,

organizations, including the
Venezuelan Chamber of the
Industry and the Agricultyr 00
Confederation.

More than an encounter of

specialists and technica) ex
cycle of events was CONceiveq o
forum that will help devise g a;?on

proposalto support the Process of

modernizing agriculture du,-ing the

S, the

1994-1998 period.

The activities formally began |agy
May and will conclude by year-enq
withthe presentation of 3 Nationg|
Program of Consensus,

Throughout the period, discussion
has focused on such issueg asthe
impact of international events o the
development of agriculture and
agroindustry, and alternative policy
approaches for the sector, A number
of workshops have also reviewed the
present setting for agricutture and
agroindustry in terms of financing,
marketing, technology, human
resources, infrastructure and
services.

i
| URUGUAY

|

'Seminar on Small Farms
|

; A seminar held last September 1

| and 2 in Uruguay examined
 possibilities for development of the

| granja sector, which consists of small,
| self-sufficient farm units, Holding the

| sector up as an investment challenge
for both public and private sources, it
closed with a proposal that could
facilitate the flow of more resources,

The forum was attended by over 700
people, including producers, technical
specialists and international speakers,

AR,

It was organized by IICA, the The semi
Mercantile Chamber of Domestic /,,,9,,,,,10227:;,‘;‘;9

Commodities (CMPP) and the Ministry
of Livestock, Agriculture and Fisheries
(MGAP) of Uruguay. Present at the
inaugural ceremony were Uruguay'’s
Minister of the Economy Ignacio de
Posadas, Minister of Agriculture Pedro

Saravia, and Arnaldo V.

Representative in Urugeras' io8

uay.

The purpose of th
e € semin
facilitate the flow of funds &flrro\rnaigl
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z ; s"ogs ther government officials, producers, technical experts and

private-sector resources of from
international agencies to encoy
development of the granjas.
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pirector General Visits Paraguay

prcsl(]cnl Inaugurated

ho Director Genoral of ICA,
Martin E. Pihelro, was a spoclal
uest atthe inaugural coromonlos of
the Prosident of Paraguay, Juan
carlos Wasmosy, last August 15 in

Asuncion.

pineiro was on hand at the National
congress 1o greet the new presidont
shortly after the swearing-in
ceremony, when Wasmosy recelved
the presidential sash from the hands
of outgoing leader General Andres

Rodriguez.

Inthe capital of Paraguay, the
pirector General also spoke with
authorities of the agricultural sector,
including Minister of Agriculture and
Livestock Raul Torres, with whom

he reviewed the achievements of the
Institute's technical cooperation to
this South American country.

pifeiro later addressed the Senate
Agrarian Reform Committee and
talked about the prospects for
agriculture and rural development in
Latin America. He stressed the
importance of consolidating the
process of agricultural

IICA's Diroctor Goneral groots Prosidont Juan Carlos Wasmosy of Paraguay at tf

Congross.

modernization, based on the three
pillars of equity, competitiveness
and sustainability.

Speaking more specifically of
agriculture in Paraguay, Pifieiro
pointed out that the country was

ARGENTINA
Agricultural Research

Impacts and Investments under Scrutiny

In late August, a group of

specialists from Argentina and
other countries of the hemisphere
gathered in Buenos Aires for a
symposium to examine the impact and
investment needs of agricultural
research in Argentina.

Representing IICA at the activity were
the Director General, Martin E.
Pifieiro, and the Deputy Director
General, Reed Hertford.

Pifieiro was a guest commentator on
the subject of future Investment in

| agricultural research. He noted the

-

need for an increase of at least 15
percent in resource allocations,
especially In the area of technology.

Hertford moderated discussion of
varlous countries’ experiences with
investments In agricultural research
and rates of return, Including a look at
future demands for institutional

development.

The international symposium was
gponsored by the School of
Agricultural Sclences of the Argentine
Business University (UADE), with
support from the IICA office, the

19 National

facing both opportunities and T
challenges. He commented that 1
MERCOSUR, the common market |
of the Southern Cone countries, |
should continue to work toward
genuine specialization of production

in order to compete more effectively.

National Agricultural Technology
Institute (INTA), and the University of
Minnesota's Hubert H. Humphrey
Institute of Public Affairs.

The activity took place in the UADE
auditorium and was inaugurated by
the Secretary of State for Agriculture,
Felipe Sola.

Other items on the agenda included:
the contribution of agriculture to
economic growth, presented by
Edward Schuh; the impact of
agricultural research on sustainability
and equity, by Aldo Biondolillo; and
the impact of agricultural research in
Argentina, based on an analysis of six
production lines, given by Luis F,
Macagno.
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CHILE-PERU

Fruit Fly

Insect Population Reduced

X
DOrger area Seps Q
:t‘ . \\. \‘h l‘ as .\‘\‘
slashed by more than 95
parcent thanks to an lICA
backed project to fight the

,,

nitiative, which has

7]

been under way since
1991, has panticularly
benefitted fruit growers
from Azapa and Arnica in
the valleys of northern
Chile, and from Tacna in

southern Peru.

IICA and the Chilean
Livestock Service

(SAG) recently signed an
agreement that

will provide US$723,000
for training and technical

| assistance, and formalize

e
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|
{

the third consecutive
one-year extension

of the bilateral agree ment
underpinning the

» » ~*
Project.

The Mediterranean
fruit fly was causing

sses that ranged
from 25 percent
to 40 percent of
the total value
of fruit and
vegetable
outputin the
zone. Since
1991, the
project has
released
nearly 720
million sterile
flies, shamly
reducing the
presence of
this pest.

- If Peru can
bring this
insect under control, it
will be free of one of the
main obstacles to
producing, marketing and
exporting high-quality
fruits and vegetables,
For Chile, it is an
insurance policy for the
production of asparagus,
tomatoes, olives, figs, and
the like.

Since IICA began to
encourage a closer
working relationship
between the ministries of

{ e ah
agrculture of Chile and

peru, efforts have
focused on fighting the fly
\ o ~

on two fronts: @ pest-

control campaian. anda
program to produce

sterile insects.

b

ECUADOR :
Upgrading
Trade
Negotiating

Skills

A workshop to train
international
agricultural trade
negotiators was held last
October 19 to 21 in Quito,
Ecuador, attended by 38
people, including
technical staff and
officials from public and
private organizations and
institutions, experts on the
subject and government
authorities.

Organized by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and the
IICA office, the event was
one of many efforts

taken by Ecuadorian
authorities, with Institute
suppor, to upgrade local
skills for trade
negotiations on
agricultural products.

In the words of the
Ministry's Under
Secretary of International
Policies, Patricio lzurieta,
Wlth thus type of seminar,

our country wil be
able to Penetrate the
internationa) Miliey
effectively, Particy)
in the field of
agricultural
marketing.

ary

He wenton to eXDress
his gratitude to lICA's
Representative

in the country, Alex
Barril Garcia, for the
Institute’s cooperation
with and support of
efforts being made tg
modernize agriculture
and agroindustry in
Ecuador, “since much of
the country’s
economic activity is
grounded in these ;
sectors.”

Barril stated that the
workshop and other
training activities to take
place subsequently
would provide a
means to developa
“multi-disciplinary

core of agricultural
trade negotiators”
equipped with skills and
abilities for meeting the
challenges that lie
ahead.

Ecuador aims 10
improve its trade
negotiation

~
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cooperation with the Member Countries

~

‘ HeA CANADA

‘A New Apriculture

‘Modernization Yiclds Development

atin America and the Canbbaean
4 raversed the oarly yoars of the
mll(l'.II|||lHll|lt|'-|H| anaculo econo
mic Crsis infensifiod by debt paymaont
ditticulies, uncontrollable fiscal deficits
| and relentloss Inflationary prossure,

| became increasingly cloar that the
dovelopmont modelin use for yoars
nad run its course, and as the countries
pegan 1o cast about [or new answors,
thoir eyes eventually settied on
agriculture

' The problem began 1o bo discussed in
16806, when the agncultural authorities
of the hemisphera's countries gathered

| in Maxico for a special meeting of the

| Imer-American Board of Agriculture
(IABA), lICA's governing body. They

| gonsed that the sector's role needed 1o

e rethought, 10 give agriculture a more

| active part o play in development

{

| slralegies.

|

 One yearlater, in Ottawa, Canada, tho

| ministers of agriculture met again and

' bagan 1o focus their thoughts on

! modemnization, They asked IICA 10
wanslate their ideas into a plan of

operation which became known as the

Plan of Juint Action for Agricultural

Reactivation in Latin Amernca and the

Carlbbean. This program, PLANLAC,

teceived final approval by the

Institute’s member countries in 19689,

The view of agriculture as the pivot of @
new development proposal for the
rogion was clearly stated in tho 1987+
1693 Modium Toerm Plan (MTP), 8
instrument that guides
Institute activities, This Plan articulatod
and organized [ICA's response 10 tho
facing Latin Amorica and

the Caribbean at that time,

aconomies, so that through
modernization, the sector could fulfill
It true potential as a source of foreign
oxchange, employment and foodstuffs,

l‘l 16 rasulting project, funded by the
Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA), called for activities
under all five of ICA's programs: (1)
Agricultural Policy Analysis and
Planning, (I) Technology Generation
and Transfer, (1) Organization and
Management for Rural Development,
(IV) Trade and Integration, and (V)
Agricultural Health,

The issue selected for special attention
under Program | was modernization of
agriculture and its offect on revitalizing
the entire economy, as well as the
generation of Macroeconomic
information for analyzing and
dosigning agricultural policies.

Under Program 11, cooperation focused
on Improving the region's capabilities
for managing and monitoring new
ricultural technologles and
nologies, while Program I
lved taking a look back at
ulated in formulating

Special attention in Program IV trained
on designing methods to helpthe
countries expand their nontraditional
agroindustry exports 1o northern
markets, with an emphasis on setting
up joint ventures that put companies in
Latin America and the Caribbean
together with interested partnersin the
United States and Canada.

In 1987 in Ottawa, Canada, ministers of
agriculture from around the hemisphere
Introduced the concept of modermization and
asked IICA to translate it into 2 concrete plan

of action.

Finally, Program V activities \
emphasized strengthening institutional
structures for the protection of animal
and plant health as a means of
promoting trade in agricultural

products.

CIDA was joined by three other
Canadian organizations—IDRC, the
Desjardins International Society and
the Inter-American Organization for
Higher Education (OUI)—in helping
|ICA develop projects on rural
agroindustry, animal production
systems, training for human resources
and strengthening small-scale farm ;

_ businesses (see separate story).

27




CIDA-IICA PROJECT

Model for Cooperation
Five Years of Success

he multinational IICA-CIDA project covered the

entire hemisphere, and took place from July 1988
through March 1993, with a total investment of US$7.33
million, of which CIDA contributed US$3.97 million, IICA
US$1.69 million and the countries of the region, US$1.65

| million in counterpart contributions.
r

The purpose of the project was to strengthen [ICA
programs in the framework of the 1987-1993 MTP, and to
spark development of the agricultural sector as the key
source of economic growth, to intensify modemization of
agriculture in a framework of equity, and to deepen the
processes of integration.

The project was carried out by the Institute’s five
Programs and by Agriculture Canada, the agency
designated by CIDA to implement the project with
support from the IICA Office in Canada. It had a
steering committee which worked all five years to
coordinate project implementation and approve
operating changes. Below is an outline of some
of the main activities conducted under this
project.

PROGRAM I: The project selected eight countries in
which to identify determining factors and multiplier effects

The project had a
steering commitlee
to coordinate
activities and
approve changes in
operation.

Photo/R. Escobar

of successful experiences with modemization. orai
production in Argentina, fruit in Chile, Poultry in F’e:J
soybeans in Brazil, shrimp in Ecuador, cyt flowers inl

Colombia, milk in Costa Rica, and fruits anqg Vegetap,
. e i
Mexico. wl

The findings, after being evaluated in a Seéminar, Provig
the basis for a follow-up meeting for speciali ststo ed
examine the formulation of agricultural policjeg Lat
of the original eight experiences were selecteq fora More
in-depth study of multiplier effects. The resufts of these
studies were then presented in a high-level seminar on

agricultural modernization.

er, five

Another important achievement was the development
and implementation of the Information System for
Agricultural Policy Analysis in Latin America and the
Caribbean, known by its acronym SIAPA. It is Comprised
of three basic components: the data base, data analysis
and processing, and word processing. It is now in place in
most of the Institute’s Offices, and also operates in the
offices of the ministries of agriculture in Central America
and the Southern Area.

PROGRAM II: A methodological and conceptual

framework was developed for helping the countries set
policies under which new agricultural biotechnologies
be developed in the region. At the same time, analytical |
studies examined the prospects for and general impactof |
agricultural biotechnologies and their implicatio
policy and strategy.




V

The process continued through a high-leve| seminarin
colombid, and three books were published on the
subied' Meanwhile, work was under way on three othe
(ronts: @) an evaluation of the region's capabilities for ;
genefaﬁngv transferring and using the new
biotech”°|°9ies in agriculture and agroindustry; b)
support for formulating and implememing specific policies
onthe new technologies in agriculture: and C) support for
improving management performance in the processes of
generation, transfer and use of biotechnologies in

agriculture.

pROGRAMII: The
emphasis was on
consolidating a conceptual
and operating proposal for
rural development by
promoting the modernization
of agriculture in a way that
will embrace all farmers
and groups, and give
equitable treatment to the
rural poor.

As a result, opportunities have -
been discovered for
government institutions to join
multinational projects that are
setting up subregional
networks for exchanging
know-how, experience and
technical materials, and for
discussing and formulating
possible rural development
policies for small-scale
producers.

Photo/José Luls Oviedo

The approach to the issue of women in agriculture has
also evolved substantially, moving away from a view that
focused on women and rural development, toward one
that takes a gender perspective in viewing all processes
of agricultural modernization.

PROGRAM IV: Work focused on seeking out market
niches where nontraditional agroindustrial products of

Latin American and the Caribbean could be sold inthe
= o

With CIDA'’s support, Program Ill incorporated the gender
perspective into discussions on agricultural modernization.

markets of the United States and Canada, and promoting

joint ventures to facilitate exports.

Studies on these subjects revealed a number of
products that could be placed on the market in the two
target countries, along with a list of businesses
interested in entering into negotiations with companies
in the region. The results of these studies were
presented in three regional seminars, and as a result,
groups of entrepreneurs from Northern, Central and
South American

entered into formal

talks.

PROGRAM V: One of the
most valuable contributions

. was the establishment and
operation of the CARAPHIN
data base. This network,
headquartered in Trinidad and
Tobago, brings together 14
different countries. It has
already provided Caribbean
countries with a means to
monitor and control pests and
to develop a region-wide
surveillance system for

pests and diseases of interest
to the participating

countries.

An animal health data
base developed under this
project provides information on
the status of livestock
diseases throughout the
world. In a matter of seconds, the system, called
HandiSTATUS, gives information and maps on the
incidence of diseases and possible restrictions on
agricultural trade. It includes recommendations

from the International Office of Epizootics (OIE)

for the international trade of animals and livestock
products.
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[ICA, IDRC, OUI

Agroindustry, Technology and Training
iali i IDRC supports rural agroindustry in Latin
C anagas Spegtllaol:se f(iragenCIGS America and the Caribbean.
and organiz

— .

cooperation have found that, with
IICA as a partner, they can multiply
the scope of their actions to support
Latin America and the Caribbean.

| They have built a solid working
relationship with the Institute in such
areas as rural agroindustry, animal
production systems and human
resources training.

In 1989, the Canadian International
Development Research Centre
(IDRC) joined hands with IICA, the
French Cooperation Agency, and the
French Center for International
Cooperation in Agricultural Research

for Development (CIRAD) to
promote rural agroindustry.

Inthe first stage, completed in mid-
1993, IDRC provided technical and
financial support to the Rural
Agroindustrial Development
Program (PRODAR) for setting up
national networks in Chile,

Colombia, Ecuador and the
Dominican Republic. The results
were so impressive thatthe
Canadian agency expressed interest

in continuing with PRODAR. In July,

it decided to extend its support
through 1996.

Another example of the

working relations bern‘cErC?uc’We
IDRC is the Latin Amerie. . CA2
Research Network fo;Ana-n
Prqduction Systems (Fuslgal
which has also had Partici AF)‘
the Winrock Internationg Ipatpnby
Agricultural Developmeny P %
Center for Agriculturg Stl;d' R
Development, and si kT
Costa Rica, Colombia, Chile
Guatemala, Guyana, Mexioo'
Panama, Peru and Venezuel'a

n

The second phase of this iniias:
began in November 19813:::'“,:?&
IICA-IDRC agreement. Allin alﬂhe
project has helped national ang
regional research organizationg
develop better technical abilties fq;
generating animal production
systems and transferringthemto
small-scale producers.

Canada and the Institute have also
cooperated in training people to con-
tribute to the modernization of agri-
culture. In the Andean countries, lICA
and the Inter-American Organization
for Higher Education (OUI) setupthe
Andean System for Graduate Studies

~ in Agriculture (SAPOA).

SAPOA is a network of publicand
private educational centers. Withthe
support of national research inst-

tutes, it offers courses designed ol

| agapthatexistedin the subregonty

( ﬂdi_ngggg%iﬁzjaﬁonmdw

IICA-DESJARDINS SOCIETY

Cooperation Agreement

Republic.

Credit Systems to be Designed

ICA and the Canadian Desjardins Society for

International Development (SDID), interested in
promoting rural well-being, signed a general
cooperation agreement last July for establishing funds
to finance production activities for peasant farmer
organizations in Central America and the Dominican

Photo/A. Escobar

The Director

Program Dii y
agreement as

General of IICA, Martin E. F
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AGRICULTURE AND

GUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT AT THE
THIRD IBEAO-AMERICAN

| GUMMIT

| gk LOATOAUAL SEITACA

- MA Y

' This book sums up the

- achievements of the Third

| sro-American Summi of

| Heads of Blate and Govern
mem held in Bahia, Erazil

from July 1410 16, 1995,

' For the agricultural sector,
this 6vent was a landmary., In
their final declaration, the

- o erecutives recognized
the strategic importance of

| agnauture and siresesd tho
need o guarantes

| ustainable development,

" Inthe book's introduction,
 the Prosident of the Erth

- Coundil, Maurice Birong, and
| the Director General of 1ICA,
Warin E, Pineiro, aseen thi
| sustainable development in
aunurs is ong of the
greatent challonges 1acing
e countries of Ibero-
hmerica,

l The book, available both in
 Bpanish and In English,

’ onaing the Declaration of
| Bahila and 4 documont

| P16s6od by Prosident

- Hatan) Aol Caldoron of
 Comta Fica, which comaing

PUBLICATIONS

16eommendations o his
COUNGIRANG i1 the 1666 of
Lsstine Anirics (1O A
Auning an imsnmionsf
Masting organized by 11CA

LA AGHICULTURA DE LAG
AMERICAS AL INICIO DE
LA DECADA DE LOG
HOVENTA

WORKIATCAGRL SA S0 A

WA

Vihat are the dimensions of
the agrcuttural sector in the
region? Vinat major changes
has the secor e/penenced
over the padt 20 years?
These questions 216
diteusasd in this new boor
on agrcutture in the
hmericas 4t the beginning of
the 19906, reconly r6l6a66d
by ICA's Editonal Cervics,

The book., in Epanieh, was
compiled under the guidan-
o of Canos Pomarda,
Direcaor of IIOA'S Progranm
on myricultural Policy
hnalysle and Planning,
Information was colleasd
fro0m vanous Yourcss,
including the Institute’s
Information Gystem fof
pyricural Policy fnalysls
in Latin Amerca and the
Carbbsan, and Wond
pyricuture: Tronds and
Indicators, 19611049
(UBOMEONOmK Aeesarch
L),

Ihe ooy oMers an anzatyas
A D1ospsAs o1 the a1
s al socAor  the thies
haoks of 4 nw mikennium,
snhancad with iommaion
A conor graphics on the
avallabity of arais 12,
M6sH L0505, RI6NNIEI /035,
s/ 16005 In the he-
Mmignere dufing speafic
neins, and the e,

LINEAMIENTOS
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This book offers 2
conceual framenor for
1ural development based on
sugtainabilty, The book was
prepared by IICA and the
German Agency for
Technical Cooperation
(GTZ) and is avaiable in
Bpanieh,

Using a higtorical
perepedive, the tex
analyzes conceps,
approaches and operating
models of rural development
that have been adopied by
the countries of Latin
Amenca,

Thus the publication
corribites to the debate
under way Imermationally in
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IICA's interest in improving
gvilis for planning and
generating biotechnologies
in the public and privae
seciors led 1o the publication |
of @ series of directories 1o fil
the information gap on this
subjedt.

The document was produced
by the Instiute’s Technology
Generation and Transfer
Program, together with the
Argentine Forum on
Biotechnology. it provides a
listing of companies whose
primary activity is the
fermentation process,
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term capture
attention of the press
throughout the
hemisphere

Aquino was eiecled
during the ¢ }
Regular Meeting of the

inter-American Boarc of
Agriculture (IABA), wh ch
took place in Mexico City
from September 1910 23
with the participation of
delegates from 33
countries.

The meeting of the IABA,
[ICA’s governing body,
included discussion of the
general orientation for
development of the
agricultural sector in the
countdown {o the new

| millennium.

(Argentina: La Nacion;
Colombia: El Tiempo;
Costa Rica: La
Republica; Dominican
Republic: Hoy, El Siglo,
Nuevo Diario, El Caribe;

in the News

Honduras: La Tribuna; ARGENTlNA,
Guyana: Stabroek News; ECUADOR,
Mexico: Excelsior, El VENEZUELA

Heraldo, Ovaciones,
Notimex; Peru: El
Comercio)

BRAZIL,
HONDURAS,
PARAGUAY

* The first hemisphere-
wide meeting of com-
maodity exchanges in the
Americas, held in Quito,
cuador, was publicizedin
newspapers in Argentina,
Eeuador and Venezuela.

The meetingwas
=T aitended b ‘

Newspapers from
around the region
reported on activities of
the Cooperative Program
on Research and
Technology Transfer for
the South American
Tropics

(PROCITROPICOS).

UPC

This initiative, promoted
by IICA, covers Bolivia,
Brazil, Colombia,
Ecuador, Guyana, Peru,
Suriname and Venezuela.
Its purpose is to apply
sustainable technologies
to conserve and make
rational use of the three
ecosystems represented
in the area shared by
these nations.

(Brazll: Correo
Braziliense; Honduras:

32

This new grouping wil|
promote economig
integration in the
hemisphere, encourage
cooperation among its
members and support
market deregulation,

Participants in the
hemisphere-wide meeting
commented that in a worlg
characterized by market
liberalization and trade
opening, the Association
will help forge links among
the agricultural commodity
exchanges. '

They also ur']"eursoo
IICA's support and eff

cuador: El Univ
Venezuela: El Globo)

* Fourteenth Reaular Meetina
Fourteenth Regular Meeting
: Agricultural Coo Ly
La Tribuna; Panama: La | Dan 23
Estrella de Panama; iy
Paraguay: Ecologia)



DIRECTOR GENERAL OF IICA

Approval of NAFTA in the United States

Clear sign of support for more open trade worldwide

OCA

New Medium Term Plan being Prepared
Participation is key aspect of process

IFAD-nicA . :
Program to Develop South American Camelidae

Resources exceed US$1 million

The President of Costa
Rica, Rafael Angel
Calderdn, bestows on the
Director General of /ICA,
Martin E. Pifieiro, the
National Order of the
Cross “Juan Mora
Fernandez,” the highest
awarded by Costa Rica to
foreign personalities. In an
emotional ceremony held
at the Presidential Office,
Calderdn stated that the
decoration awards
Pifieiro’s efforts to
Strengthen the inter-
American system,
modernize agriculture and
promote the
comprehensive
development of the
peoples of Latin America
and the Caribbean,

i
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Government of Costa
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Focus

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF IICA

Trade Opening

e AT VR
Satisfaction with Approval of NAFTA

ccording to the Director Gen-
A eral of the Inter-American Insti-
tute for Cooperation on Agriculture
(IICA), Dr. Martin E. Pifieiro, the
approval of the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) by the
congress of the United States,
sends a clear political message of
the United States’ confidence in
greater world trade opening.

The Director General of IICA added
that the approval of NAFTA will
strengthen the economic position of
the United States and improve its
negotiating position in the Uruguay
Round of the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT).

After the House of Representatives
of the United States approved the
treaty among the United States,
Canada and Mexico by a vote of 234
to 200, Pifneiro assessed the reper-
cussions this would have on agricul-
ture in Latin America in general and
Central America, in particular.

According to the Director General of
IICA, the impact on Central America
will be different than in the rest of the
countries. In the short term, the
subregion will be faced with
increased competition from Mexico,
interms of attracting capital
investment and in placing

agricultural commodities on United
States markets.

Inthe long term, he added, NAFTA
will have a positive impact since it
offers the possibility for “greater
economic growth and economic
reactivation for Mexico, the United
States and Canada, which will have
afavorable impact on possible
€xports from Central America.”

In Pifieiro’s opinion, the approval of

NAFTA should produce a feeling of

religf in Latin America, since it
md!cates that the United States’
political forces and thinking favor
greater trade liberalization and

_strong Support for regional
integration.

Thg Director General of IICA
Insisted that the repercussions of

are detrimental to developing
countries,” he added.

Pifeiro indicated that Central .
America should carefully plan its
next moves. One strategy to follow
would be to expedite negotiations to
enter NAFTA.

In order to deal with Mexican
competition in certain agricultural
commodities, the Director General
suggested that the countries of the
region take rapid measures to
enhance their competitive
capabilities so that they are not

In Pineiro’s opinion, the approval of the treaty should produce a feeling of relief in Latin America,
since it reaffirms support for trade liberalization and regional integration.

NAFTA will vary from one subregion
to another. Colombia and
Venezuela, which together with
Mexico make up the Group of 3, can
expect greater access to major
markets in the North.

He also stated that this is an
encouraging sign for the rest of the
world, especially in the context of the
GATT negotiations. “It is difficult to
predict the outcome of the Uruguay
Round. Nevertheless, the approval
of NAFTA sparks hope and could
contribute to the successful
conclusion of the Round, which
would establish clear rules that
would eliminate trade wars, which

displaced by Mexican products
which, through NAFTA, will have
easier access to North American
markets. A study prepared by [ICA
specialist Mauricio Perez indicates
that this is especially important for

three products: cucumber, pineapple
and cantaloupe.

Lastly, Mexico will be a magnet for
investments. Therefore, Pifeiro
stated that Central America must
provide similar or more favorable
conditions for investment.
Consequently, it will be necessary to

establish the necessary legal and
economic framework.
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DIRECTOR GENERAL-ELECT

Participation Fostered

Plan (MTP).

organizations of civil society.

' This current round of visits took him to Washington, [D{C,

Carlos Aquino Visits Member States

n recent weeks, the Director General-elect, Carlos

Aquino Gonzalez, has visited several ICA Member
States for the purpose of ensuring broad participation in
the process of preparing the 1994-1998 Medium Term

Mr. Aquino, who was elected during the Regular Meeting
of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA) in
Mexico in September of this year, will take over as
Director General of IICA on January 14, 1994.

While in Mexico, the Director General-elect began this
series of meetings with the IICA Offices in the countries,
government authorities and representatives of the

| His goal is to gather information and criteria for the MTP,
which will orient IICA'’s technical cooperation actions for
the next four years. It is expected that this highly
participatory process will make it possible to produce a
preliminary version of the Plan by January.

of his inauguration, Mr. Aquino, from th
Republic, will have visited almost | th 8
of the Institute. 2

By the time
Dominican Rep'
member countries

The Director General-elect, Carlos Aquino, will assume his new

' Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, Chile, Paraguay and
Colombia. poston January 14, 1994. ot
i oM
e identified, and are cu

New Medium Term Plan being Prepared

% ey
e countries

1994-1998

P articipation is the foundation of
the process initiated recently by
IICA to prepare its Medium Term
Plan (MTP), which will orient policy
and resource allocation within the
Institute for the 1994-1998 period.

This process involves, of course, the
member countries of the Institute,
through their ministries of
agriculture, as well as all units at
Headquarters and the IICA Offices

in the countries.

During the Seventh Regular Meeting
of the Inter-American Board of
Agriculture (IABA), held in Mexico in
September 1993, the ministers of
agriculture of the hemisphere set
forth the guidelines that should be
used in preparing the MTP. At that
time, the ministers reaffirmed
competitiveness, equity and

sustainability as the three
agricultural modernization.

In addition to these guideline
inputs include the recommen
of the G-6, a group of six agricultural
experts from the hemisphere, which
are aimed at improving the impact of
future technical cooperation

activities, and the guidelines
prepared by the Director General
elect, Carlos Aquino Gonzalez.

~ objectives should be mutually
supportive, within the context of
Institute that recognizes tt

3 March,
At Headquarters, a working group aunng
has made progress in defining the Sy
elements that will characterize the
external context in coming years.

One aspect of their work has been to

4
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Headquarters

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

After eight years, my tc

21 N ] 3 (D o N \ N
BL S "™ as Director General of IICA is coming to a close.
These eight years have &

they have also tnvolved long and sometimes difficult workdays, but
) S s . ~
'y D@ve aiso een a source of joy and satisfaction.

I was Director General during one
of our region, one
the Institute has
translat

: of the most complex periods in the history
in which many profound changes took place. I feel that

: been Successful in recognizing how these changes have

ed into problems, challenges and concerns for our member countries
and, in particular, their agricultural sectors. :

During these years, a myth and a mistaken vision left over from the import
substitution model began to crumble, in which agriculture was negatively
linked to the traditional, the backward, the undeveloped. Agroindustrial
production is regaining the status it never should have lost in our growth
and development strategies, it is beginning to recover its real economic
dimension and to link a larger number of social actors, and again has
political importance and negotiating capacity in society.

My two terms at the belm of IICA gave me the opportunity to work closely
with our Member States, their authorities and organizations. I thank them
and pledge to continue working on behalf of agriculture and the well-being
of the men and women who work the land in our countries.

I also want to express my sincere appreciation to each and every member of
the IICA Staff, without whose commitment and dedication little would bhave
been accomplished. They are the beart and soul of IICA They make the |
Institute useful and strong. They, with the support of the men‘zber Cf)llnl‘l‘les,
are building the IICA that will be needed to enter the next millennium.

. Pineiro




| of the OAS, Jodo Baena Soares,

" their “constant support to the agricul-
| tural sectors of the countries of Latin

| inturn, praised Pifieiro for his work

INTER-AMERICAN AGENCIES

D 4

Baena Soares and Enrique Iglesias Acknowledge the Work of Martin Pifigjrg

IICA Presents Gold Medals to OAS and IDB

agriculture is a source of pride for
the inter-American system. The
ceremony took place within the

he Director General of the
Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA),

- i\ - S N
The Secretary Genera/ of the OAS, Joao Baena Soares (right), presents a plaque to the Director |
General of IICA, who is completing eight years at the head of this organization. oS PRV

i A "A‘._w - C

Martin E. Pifieiro, presented gold
medals commemorating the found-
ing of IICA to the Secretary General

and to the President of the IDB,
Enrique Iglesias, in recognition of

America and the Caribbean.” They,
during his eight-year administration.

On November 23, in separate
activities, Pifieiro expressed his
gratitude for the ongoing
cooperation and solidarity that ICA
has received during these past eight
years and added that these awards
echo the sentiments of the 33
member countries of the Institute.

&

Baena Soares stated that, during
Pifieiro’s administration, the work
carried out by IICA to reactivate

commemorating IICA's fiftieth anniversa
promoting agriculture in Latin America and

Martin E. Pineiro presents Enrique Iglcslmlmov

framework of a meeting of govern-
ments and donors. The meeting,
which discussed the development of
border areas in Central America,
was attended by the Vice Presidents
of the Republic of Costa Rica,
German Serrano Pinto; El Salvador,
Francisco Merino Lopez; and
Nicaragua, Virgilio Godoy.

The President of the IDB deemed it
an honor to have collaborated with
the Director General of IICA in

activities to promote agricultural
development. He also noted that
during these past eight years, the
ties between these two institutions
have grown stronger.

‘During his visit to Washlngton the

United States Department of
Agriculture honored Pifeiro with a

certificate i recogn ition of his efforts
to promote agriculture ir
uA bassadors and embers of the
~ diploi

the region.

atic corps of ICA"”““ ember
ies met with Pifeiro in a
yorgamz d by the

6
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COSTA RICA

Highest Award Bestowed

n December 4, the President of

Costa Rica, Rafael Angel
calderén Fournier, bestowed the
National Order of the‘ Cross “Juan Mora
Fermandez" on the Dlrec;tor General of
IICA, Martin E. Pifieiro, in an emotional
ceremony held at the Presidential Office
and attended by members of the
President's cabinet, members of the

President Honors Director General

[ICA 10 Carlos Aquino Gonzalez, of the
Dom'lnlcan Republic, who was elected
as Director General forthe 1994-1998

Deri'od by the Inter-American Board of
Agriculture (IABA)

Cre_ated by executive decree, the
National Order of the Cross “Juan
Fernandez Mora” is granted in

Photo/R. Escobar

diplomatic corps and representatives of
international agencies. In presenting the
decoration, the highest awarded by
Costa Rica, Calderén stated that it was
being given in sincere recognition of the
Director General's efforts to strengthen
the inter-American system, modernize
agriculture and promote the
comprehensive development of the peo-
Ples of Latin America and the Caribbean.

He added, “Your administration is
goming fo an end, but your work will long
®Iémembered. You, like the farmers of
€ Americas, have sown many seeds.
Nd, as they have harvested their crops,
t)’hou have reaped the gratitude of all
0S¢ Who have benefitted from your
anuary 14, 1994, Pineiro
: conclude eight years at the helm of

Nstitute, and transfer stewardship of

President Calderén described the Director General as a “tireless worker and a fervent advocate

ofamore just international order”. Accompan ying him are Cecilia de Pifeiro, the Director General
and the First Lady of Costa Rica, Gloria Bejarano de Calderén.

recognition of the efforts of persons
who, although they are not Costa

Rican citizens, have earned the
gratitude and respect of the
Government of the Republic. It is
awarded to foreign personalities for their
contributions in the field of international
relations.

President Calderén recalled that in
1986, when Pifieiro was elected for the
firsttime, by acclamation, the countries
of Latin America and the Caribbean
were in the midst of a profound
socioeconomic crisis: the industrial
development model had collapsed and
the region was in the middle of what
became known as the “lost decade.”
Given that context, he added, this
election represented, from the very
beginning, “hope for change and the

improved social and economic vyeH-

lt;ne‘i)ng of our peoples.” The President
described the Director General as @
“ireless worker and a fervent ad\:ocate

of a more just international ordgr vyhose
legacy includes: effective opntrlbutlon_s |
to the modernization of agrx:ul‘turg, with |
a view to strengthening the sector s’role
in reactivating the economies of Latin
America and the Caribbean, ar!d the
design of a proposal for acr)ievmg
sustainable agriculture, which was
studied and approved by the Pres@en@s
of Ibero-America during their meeting in
Bahia, Brazil, in July of this year.

|
|
|
|

After summarizing the many »
professional accomplishments of '
Pifieiro, who is a former Undersecretary |
of Agriculture and Livestock of Argentina \
and a member of the International ‘
Commission for the Recovery and *!
Development of Central America -known |

|

as the Sanford Commission-, President |
Calderén noted that over the last eight |
years “the Institute had achieved its

highest levels of technical and professio- ]
nal excellence and had deepened its \

commitment to develop agriculture.”

Upon receiving the decoration, Pifeiro
stated that it represented recognition of
the work the Institute had carried out,
and was a true expression of friendship
by Costa Rica, “a friendship that
strengthens my commitment to the
ideals, interests and hopes of this coun-
try, which | consider my second home.”

The Director General commented that
his 12 years in Costa Rica had allowed
him to observe first hand the democratic
values of the citizenry, “which make this
a unique and special country of which
you are rightfully very proud.”
In addressing the President, Pifieiro
said, “All of this is the result of the
complex process that defines the
economic and political history of the
country. However, | am sure that the
social policies that have contributed SO
much to making this a more just society
have contributed greatly to making
Costa Ricawhat it is today.”

In concluding, the Director General
expressed his gratitude for the
hospitality and constant ang generous

ent and people

support of the Governm
of Costa Rica.

e




COOPERATION

New possibilities explored
Director of External Relations Visits Europe

In Austria, he visited the OPEC (Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries) Fund and the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO). At
the OPEC Fund, he met with members of the Department
for Latin America and the Caribbean -headed by Luis
Vargas-, with whom he discussed new joint efforts,
particularly in the areas of rural poverty and training. With
the Director General of UNIDO, Maruricio de Maria 'y
Campos, and other officials, he explored possibilities for
joint endeavors, especially in the area of agroindustrial

n November, the Director of External Relations of
lICA, Jorge Werthein, visited several European

Nations and the city of New York.

He visited Vienna, Paris and Rome to analyze agricultural
modernization actions being carried out with different
agencies, as well as others programmed for 1994.

development.

In France, he met with authorities from the Ministry of
Cooperation to review IICA’s close relations with its Office
for Central America and the Center for International
Cooperation in Agricultural Research and Development
(CIRAD). The meetings at the ministry were chaired by
the Director for Technical and Scientific Cooperation,

Phillipe Zeller. At CIRAD, Werthein met with the Dir
General, Michel De Nus De Lamothe.

€ctor

In Paris, he also met with officials from institutions With
which IICA carries out joint activities, such as INRA
(National Agronomic Research Institute) and the
nongovernmental organization SOLAGRAL. He also g
a meeting with the IDB Representative in Europe, Jorge
Elena, and with the Coordinator of UNESCO Intersector
Projects for Latin America, Gloria Lopez Morales.

In Rome, he represented the Institute at the FAO Generg)
Assembly and met with senior officials from the
Interational Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD),
signing a cooperation agreement with IFAD President,
Fawsi Al-Sultan. While in Italy, he also met with the
Director of Inter Press Service, Roberto Savio, an agency
with which IICA has a long tradition of cooperation.

On the final leg of his trip, the Director of External
Relations stopped in New York, where he met with the
Regional Director of the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) for Latin America, Fernando
Zumbado, and other officials, to discuss possibilities for
expanding cooperation in 1994.

EARTH COUNCIL

Inaugural Meeting

Objectives and Program of Activities Defined

uring a meeting held at the

Headquarters of the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture (IICA) on November
29-30, the Earth Council, a nongov-
ernmental organization created as a
result of the United Nations Confer-
ence on Environment and Develop-

} ment, defined its objectives and

approved a program of activities to

Made up of 21 representatives of
different regions of the world, the
Council will focus its activities on
monitoring and supporting efforts to
implement the agreements

be carried out in the coming months.

approved during the Earth Summit,
held in Rio de Janeiro in June 1992.

These agreements include the Rio
Declaration on Environment and De-
velopment, Agenda 21, the United
Nations Framework Agreement on
C_Iimate Change, the Agreement on
Biodiversity, Principles forthe
Management, Conservation and
Sustainable Development of
Forests, and the Alternative Treaties

of the NGOs, produced du
Rio Global Forum. gl

The multiple activities tob i
r € carried
out will support national and local

8

organizations involved in the issue
of sustainability, with a view to giving
those who are seldom heard the
opportunity to make their concerns
known to political decision makers.

_ The Council will support existing

groups in publicizing the workthey
do, and facilitate their access to
information networks.

The program approved during the
meeting also calls for the
preparation of an annual report,
which will provide an overview of the
progress achieved by countries and
organizations in matters related 0
sustainable development.

The Chairman of the Earth Councih
Maurice Strong, of Canada, stat
that this organization will promoté
neither confrontation nor conflict
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mmmwlll hulld bridges of
u”d‘,,m“ndlng that will enable

goplo 10 achlgva thelr comrmaon
purp()(m,"; and overcome diftorencas

o 600k 10 6Mpower thoss who arg
ygually ovorlookod In daclslon
making rolatod to mattors that affoct
them,” ho added,

(n his opinion, @ worldwide transition
{0 @ NEW stylo of developmant that i
gustainable In human and sconomie
torms can be achieved through an
alllance of rich and poor, North and
gouth, based on fundamental
changes In behaviors and economic
relations.

REPORT

The annual report to be prepared by
the Earth Council, entitled the Earth
Report, will have as its objective to
monitor progress regarding
commitments assumed in Rio, It will
be a valuable tool in influencing
declsion makers during the
transition toward sustainable
development, and in strengthening
grassroots organizations and
indigenous peoples.

The report, which will be
independent, objective in the
presentation of information, and
illustrated with figures, data and
testimony from peoples and
communities, will reflect the public’s
perception of environment and
development. It will contribute to
discussions on topics of interest,
inasmuch as it will report on
research at the world level, offer
political options and propose ideas.

In addition to ite 21 regular
members, the Council also has
honorary members: Sadruddin Aga
Khan, of Switzerland; Ingvar
Carlsson, of Sweden; ex-President
of the United States, Jimmy Carter;
éx-Secretary General of the United
Nations, Javier Perez de Cuellar;
Erivan K, Haub, of Germany;
Nicholas Hayek, of Switzerland;

S
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Hoadguanered in San Jose the
Councl began ogsrations u;
Sopamber 1992, when an
Organizing Commties, sier
consulting with 2 500 erifies
Wordwids, drew up 3 preliminary ti
of the topics the Councl shourd
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Planning of Costa Rica, Carlos Vargas.

addregs, and received recommen-
dations on criteria for their selection.

The formal establishment of the
Council took place on November 29
at Costa Rica’s National Theater.
This ceremony was attended by
authortties of the Government of
Costa Rica, representatives of the
diplomatic corps and delegates from
imernational agencies.

During this ceremony, the Director
General of IICA, Martin E. Pifigiro,
was recognized for the support
provided by the Institute in creating
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The Dirsctor Ganeral racaivsas an anard for the suppont ICA hzs provided in establiching the Exth
Council, The award iz presentsd by the acting President of Costa Fica, Amoido Lopzz.
Accomparying them are the Chairman of the Council, Maurics Strong, and the Merister of
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“We seek to empower ‘ s;,
who are usually overlooked
in decision making related to
matters that affect them”.
Maurice Strong
gk
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Programs on the March

CHICAGO BOARD OF TRADE
Training on Futures Markets

U nder a recently
signed agreement,
[ICA and the Chicago
Board of Trade (CBOT),
the longest standing
agricultural commodity
exchange in the United
States, will provide train-
ing to buyers, sellers and
brokers, on procedures
and transactions for

futures markets and
| options contracts.

| The agreement was

| signed by the Director

| General of IICA, Martin E.
Pifeiro, and the Vice
President of the CBOT,

| Patrick J. Catania. The

| initiative is the result of a
visit to IICA by the

Marketing Manager of the
CBOT, Eugene Mueller, to
learn about the Institute’s
technical support in setting
up agricultural commodity
exchanges in several
countries of Latin America.

The Director of IICA’s
Program on Trade and
Integration, Rodolfo
Quiros, in pointing out
possibilities that are open-
ing up of working with the
Chicago Board of Trade,
stated that the CBOT has
become a model for other
exchanges in the world,
with regard to market
conditions and prices for
grains and other

agricultural commodities. |

CENTRAL AMERICA
Rural Agroindustry 1
Training in Management and Finance

‘ P rofessionals from (PRODAR), the Nutrit n

public institutions and Institute of Central .
nongovernmental America and Panama
organizations in Central (INCAP) and the

America, who provide

training and technical
| assistance to rural
agroindustries,
participated in a regional
course on administrative
and financial
management, held in
Costa Rica from
November 29 to
December 3.

The activity was
organized by the Rural
Agroindustrial
Development Program

Directorate of Information

Communications,

Training and Institutional

Affairs (DICCAI) -a

specialized unit of IICA,

The participants -food 3
technicians, agronomists,

agricultural economis
industrial engineers,

business administrators, |

educators, economists
and nutritionists-

validated a seriesof
manuals that will serve gg |
the basis fortraining

10

Agricultural Commodity Exchanges Will Benefit

Four or five national or
subregional annual
training and
dissemination activities
on issues related to stock
exchanges will be held,
beginning in 1994. These

activities will be organized

by IICA, CBOT and the
agricultural commodity
exchange or promoting
group of the host country.

Quiros indicated that, in
Latin America, only the
oldest commodity

management of rural
agroindustry, which will
America in the near

ts, |

B

which they cone
! . Nsig
afinancial mechar?irst:]b
well as g mechanismf' 2
transferring risks n

0

Several Countrigg that
recently set Up agriy|
tural commodity .
gxchanges have Show
interest in learning 7
futures markets work A

particularly, how to i
lnter-exchange o

transactions.

The CBOT is consideri
the possibility of joining
the Pan American
Association of Commod
Exchanges, which was
set up during the First
Meeting of Agricultura|
Commodity Exchanges,
sponsored by |ICA and

i th ‘@ommodity Exchange

yaquil and held in

promoting this important
production activity.




Action in the Countrieg

MBIA

'The Sociedad de Agricultoreg
with the Order of Agriculturg) M

he President of Colombia,

Cesar Gaviria, presented the

ty Director General of [ICA,
peed Hertford, with the Order of

ricuttural Merit, which the

Socledad de Agricultures de
colombia (SAC) bestowed on the
|mef.American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture,

' according to the SAC, “In Colombia,
JICA's activities have been

| instrumental in strengthening our

' agricultural economy, which has

' made it possible to carry out

' numerous initiatives that have had

' profound socioeconomic

| repercussions.”

I

| The SAC added that, since IICA’s

' creation, fity-one years ago, the

' Institute has contributed significantly
o agricuttural development in the

' Americas, in general, and in

' Colombia, in particular, through

|

|

The award was presented during the
twenty-seventh national agricultural
congress on rural well-being as a
guarantee of peace and social
stability, which was held in Cali,
Colombia from November 25-27,
and brought together the principal
producers’ organizations and high-
level authorities from the agricultural
sector of that country.

Honors 11CA

erit

Lssmlcal Cooperation programs
! ch have Provided invaluable
upport in enabling the member
countries to move forward in
achieving rura| well-being.”

4]

o
,o:’;:':, 992

President Gaviria greets the Deputy Director General of IICA, after presenting him with the
award.

EIICA to Become
‘Observer

; In October, IICA was given the
status of International Observer
- Agency in the Latin American
Economic System (SELA).

The decision was approved in
Caracas, Venezuela, during the
Nineteenth Regular Meeting of the
- Latin American Council of SELA.
The agreement will enable IICA to
 Besignate observers to the meetings
 ofthe Council when topics under
 discussion are related to agricufture

§
¢

lﬁdevebpmem.
ool

”

s

-
-

i > -
' S ? o ane wio Wi e

: - he meetings of the Council when the topics under
led to designate observers to 1
Z/igu:/g;:: aar:'rolared to agriculture and rural development.

S F RATT
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IFAD-IICA
Resources Exceed ﬁsﬁ$1 Million

I ICA will coordinate the regional South American
Camelidae Development Program, which received a
don.ation of US$800,000 from the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD), and US$500,000

from the Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA).

The initiative seeks to improve the standard of living of
small-scale breeders (comuneros), or small-scale
entrepreneurs who depend on livestock breeding in the
Andean highlands or on the processing or marketing of
their products. The direct beneficiaries of the Program will
be approximately
4,800 families in
Argentina, Bolivia,
Chile and Peru.
Llama and alpaca
breeders and
shepherds are
some of the

poorest

| inhabitants of

these countries,

and it is hoped
that the Program

| will make it

| possible to

| overcome

| extreme poverty

| and, at the same
time, contribute to

| the preservation of

| the fragile
ecosystems of the
Andean

| highlands.

|
|
|
|
|

The contract was signed in Rome in mid-November by
the Director of External Relations of IICA, Jorge Werthein,
and the President of IFAD, Fawsi H. Al-Sultan. The
President of IFAD pointed out that this first IFAD/IICA joint
financial operation is the culmination of years of
cooperation activities between the two institutions, which
have included project preparation missions, training
events and joint publications. He added that IICA's
mandate is appropriate for guaranteeing the necessary
regional coordination.

IICA’s Director of External Relations notgd that this
Program is a good example of coordination bgtween a
United Nations agency and an agency of the inter-
lsisils

The President of IFAD, Fawsi H.Al-Sultan (right) and the Directo of Externa
Jorge Werthein, sign a technical assistance contract for US$
camelidae producers in Argentina, Bolivia, Chile and Peru.

Development of South American Camelidae

American system. He addgd that the Institute ang the
Fund share the goal of achieving rural developmeny Within
the framework of equity.

The Program, which will carry out activities from 1994 to
1997, will be executed by IFAD, IICA, the partlcipating
countries and liaison institutions. The coordination unit
will be located in La Paz, Bolivia. In Argentina, the fiaison
institute will be the Federal Investment Board (CFI); in
Bolivia, it will be the National Union of Social Action
Institutions (UNITAS); in Chile, the Center for Studies on
Development of Norte Grande (CODESDEN); and in
Peru, the Inter-
| institutional
8 Coordinator of
A the Alpaca
Sector (CISA).

The principal
components
include
technology
transfer through
horizontal
cooperation and
the establishment
of a technology
promotion fund.
This financial
support program
will provide
resources to
facilitate the
adoption of
technologies and
increase the
value added of camelidae products. It is estimated that
some 80 small-scale initiatives will be funded.

ngrggj;ztiives o(f’ the Program are to raise the indices

On and productivity; improy tir
and negotiating skills; suppotn tmpcoﬁ:(%%gt(i%:'ngf
grassroots organizations; and promote ilfé agi\{é-
Participation of these organizations ih”soci'et‘y., Since rural
women play an important role in breeding camelidae and
marketing the products, they will be given equal
opportunities to benefit from the program. The
strengthening of grassroots organizations is a key

element in successfully channel ‘marketi
,m
and processing Proposals. " A 09

| Relations of ICA,
800,000, which will benefit
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A - s
Bob\““ AND COSTA RIC Newspapers. received an award in 2

Oumalislj} A)V_%IE ceremony mswdgzpﬁ‘lrﬁ:ra
e Representative, Benjam '
recognition from IICA, IFAD and GTZ Other participants included the

|
adviser of the Germany Technical 1
ver the past few weeks, the ars of j : ‘
1993 IICA/IFAD/GTZ Inter-
.~an Press Award was ; - ; }
A’"ﬁ:ﬁfed in several countries of the F
preion‘ among them Bolivia and
costa Rica.

puring the First National C.orlwgress
oil Palm, the Deputy Minister of
ricufture and Livestock of Costa
Rica, Jose Joaquin Acuna,
sented Oscar Nunez, with a
certificate and a check for
US$2,000, as the second place
| winner in the category Magazines

on

and Weekly Newspapers. %

w

p Nuftez, who received his award for §
.| anarticle ondeforestationin Costa | £ P §
| . bt e The Deputy Minister of Agricuiture and Livestock of Costa Rica, Jose Joaguan Acuria, presents e

paniculady pleased that the IICA Inter-American Press Award to Oscar Nufiez, the winner of the second prize in the category of

' Office in Costa Rica had decided to Magazines and Weekly Newspapers.
| present the award at a meeting

[ i | j GTZ), Roland
de up mostly of farmers. He also | VictorJ. Bamrantes received a | Cooperation Agency (
{ g;fesseg the i%yponance of the | certificate as the national winnerin | F. Steurer; the Director of the daily
' theme of the contest, “Environment, | the same category. | newspaper Pra::nga. Ana Mo?t]la;e
| Development and Agriculture.” ‘ | Campero, and resident

Luisa Limachi, from Bolivia, who Association of Intemational
won third prize in the category Daily | Correspondents in Bolivia, Miguel
ErETEeEEa |  Longo.

f During the ceremony, the journalist

i
|

|
!

|

Upon receiving her certificate and a
check for US$1,000, Limachi -the
author of an article on restoring the
ancient Andean agricuftural
technology, the “suka kullus™ stated
that this prize s a way to motivate
honest, courageous jounalism,
identified with sustainable
development,” and congratulated
IICA, IFAD and GTZ for their

The 1993 Intemational Press Award g
1 drew participants from 22 countries

By - | of Latin America and the Caribbean_
e | During the regular meeting of the

| A o e ; Inter-American Board of Agriculture
' The GTZ Advisor to the Executive Directorate of the Campesino Development Fund, Roland F. . (IABA), held in Mexico in
Steurer (right) presented Luisa Limachi with the third place award in the IICATFAD/GTZ Inter- September, awards were presented
'can Press Awards. They are accompanied by the IICA Representative in Bolvia, Benjamin to the two first prize winners.

L 13



L S I a—— ‘

CENTRAL AMERICA representatives from the minisirie- n
- . . of agriculture of the subregion
Agricultural Commodity Prices B e to )
Information System to be Expanded | products such as potatoes,
——— — . | . | tomatoes and onion, among
‘ ’* others.
Roger Guillen, Secretary of
CORECA, indicated that the
information system will complement
other available services such as the b
Information System for Agricultural
Policy Analysis in Latin America
and the Caribbean (SIAPA) of
IICA and the Foreign Trade
Information System (SICE) of the
Organization of American States _
(OAS). |
Gilberto Galvez, an official of the ,
Ministry of Agriculture of Gualemala,
=\ ’ : A stated that “Central American .
S 3 : T integration requires trade
I n 1994, the Secretariat of the Participants in the seminar-workshop mform?llo & thf:fgbe
Regional Council for Agricultural incorporated 32 new commodities into the L
: 3 z price information system.
Cooperation in Central America,
Mexico, Panama and the Dominican
| Republic (CORECA) will expand its of the ministers of agriculture of the
| price information system for subregion, to “develop reliable,

. agncultural products and inputs. quantitative information that will

serve as the basis for making
l According to Reinaldo Perez, decisions related to trade.”
Director of Central Area Operations :
of IICA, the expansion of this data During a seminar-workshop 0

base responds to a recommendation topic held in November,

|{COOTA CARA The activity was inaugurated by the
African Oi1l Palm acting Minister of Agriculture of

o Costa Rica, Jose Joaqu ,
Plans to ExPand Cultivation Speakers included the acting

Director General of IICA, Aanuel

osta Rica plans to add 50

thousand hectares to the area Otero; the Coordinator of
already cultivated with African oil Plan of Action in Costa Rica
palm, which could make this Central Morales; the Representative of
America country the leading oil Constantino Tapio; the P
producer in Latin America. the National Associatior
Producers, Marco A. Bo

During a national congress held at the President of the Num.
IICA Headquarters from November Rodolfo Echeverria.
10-12, producers, businessmen,
government officials and national Some of the issues discuss
and international specialists agreed the Congress included the
that Costa Rica has the conditions technological development of oll
needed to take the lead. palm, market performance and its

14



1993 ANNUAL REPORT

IICA EDITORIAL SERVICE

A

The Annual Report pro-

vides an overview of [ICA

actions during 1993, a

year which saw the con-

solidation of a new view of
f agriculture in the hemi-

| sphere and the culmina-

' tion of eight years of work
that have enabled the

' Institute to respond to the
enormous changes that
have taken place
worldwide and in the

i region.

E The Report highlights the
| efforts made by IICA, on

' the basis of the mandates
| issued by the Inter-Amer-

| ican Conferences of Min-

| isters of Agriculture -held
in Ottawa and Madrid-, to
adjust its conceptual and
operating frarmework to

4 the demands of today,

| with a view to undertaking

| aprocess of agricultural

modernization hased on

| three pillars: equity,

| Competitiveness and

sustainability.

Another important event
addressed in the Report is
the Seventh Regular
Meeting of the Inter-
American Board of
Agriculture (IABA), held in
¥,, e L b8

INFORME ANUAL 1993

_PUBLICATIONS

Mexico, which reaffirmed
these pillarg and elected g
new Director Genera|
who will be at the heln'w of
the Institute for the next
four years.

Other aspects of lICA
covered in the Annua|
_Report are relations with
International Cooperation
agencies, the increased
receipt of external re-
sources, and the work of
the Institute’s five

Programs and specialized
units.

Also highlighted are
topics that will be of the
utmost importance as
IICA enters the new
century: state reform,
coordination and mobili-
zation of private sector
organizations, agroin-
dustrial development, and
the use of biotechnology
in agriculture.

MANUAL DE
CAPACITACION
EMPRESARIAL:
PARTICIPACION EN LA
EMPRESA ASOCIATIVA

PROGRAM Il -ORGANIZATION AND
MANAGEMENT FOR RURAL
DEVELOPMENT- AND THE
DIRECTORATE FOR INFORMATION,
COMMUNICATIONS, TRAINING AND
INSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS (DICCAI)

NOA

MANUAL DE CAPACITACION
EMPRESARIAL

Paricipocién en 1o
[rmpfesa Atoc ativa

This manual is the result
of a joint effort between
the Directorate for
Information,
Communications,
Training and Institutional
Affairs (DICCAI) and
Program |1l -Organization
and Management for
Rural Development-.

Itis one of a series of six
volumes intended to
provide support for the
training activities carried
out by the Cooperative
Rural Development
Project for the Countries
of the Southern Area
(PROCODER), with a
view to upgrading the
management skills of
small-farm enterprises
and small farmers.

After numerous
consultations with farmers
in Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Paraguay and Uruguay, a
team of experts prepared
the technical content of
the manuals, which were
then adapted by DICCAL.
The manuals will be
validated subsequently in
terms of their linguistic
diversity and other
aspects.

The topics covered in the
manuals are:
participation,
organization, marketing,
accounting, financing and
investment projects,
within the framework of
associative enterprises.

In order to reinforce the
knowledge acquired by
the users of the manuals,
each contains an
gvaluation sheet to grade

the instructor and the
content of same.

CENTROAMERICA
1993: PERFILES
SECTORIALES DE
POLITICAS Y
COMERCIO AGRICOLA

PROGRAM IV -TRADE AND
INTEGRATION-

HCA ™

This document, prepared
by IICA’s Program IV
-Trade and Integration-,
presents statistics and
data relative to agri-food
decisions.

This is an updated
version of an earlier
publication prepared at
the request of the
economic cabinets of the
isthmus. Itis intended to
provide data on new
sectoral and foreign trade
policies.

The book also contains
the Agricultural
Commitment signed in
Panama, signed by the
Presidents of Central
America, and the text of
the Common External
Tariff.
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CENTRAL AMERICA

|

| * Two Central American

| publications, the magazine
Panaorama Internaclonal
-distributed in the region- and
the weekly Esta Semana
-published in Costa Rica-,
recently reproduced interviews

| with the Director General of

| ICA, Martin E. Pifieiro, in which

| he took an in-depth look at the
current situation in and the
outlook for agriculture in Latin

| America and the Caribbean.

|

| He addressed topics such as

| where agriculture is headed as

| the twentieth century come to a
close, how the outcome of the

| Uruguay Round of the GATT wiil
effect the sector and what the

| consequences of the approval
by the U.S. Congress of the

| North America Free Trade

| Agreement (NAFTA) will be, and
offered a review of his eight
years at the helm of lICA.

|

| Regarding the international

| trade of agricultural

| commodities, the Director

| General recognized that the

| short-term outiook i less than

' favorable, but that “..in the long

| term, there is reason for
optimism. | agree with those who
think the world will be moving
toward greater world trade.”

“One indication of this is the fact
that the industrialized countries,
which had implemented policies

A
i

%
.
)k
g4
(! x/

in the News

to protect agriculture, have
begun to reverse these policies
and are gradually dismantling
mechanisms to protect markets,
and subsidies for exports.”
(Panorama Internaclonal, No.
208, December 13,1993).

With regard to the work carried
out by IICA over the last eight
years, Pifieiro stated that the
Institute had helped the
countries to understand and
foresee changes that would be
taking place in the world, and to
understand the changes that
they would have to make to
enable their agricultural sectors
to keep up with changes
oceurring worldwide and in the
region. (Esta Semana,
November 23-29, 1993).

COSTARICA

* The approval of the North
American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA) in the United
States captured the attention of
international news agencies,
which provided broad coverage
before, during and after the
historic vote in the House of
Representatives,

Contacted by the Agence
France Presse (AFP), the
Director General of IICA

noted that the approval

of this agreement was a
positive sign for Latin America,
Inasmuch as it showed the
willingness of the developed

countries to open up their
markets.

NAFTA, according to Pifieiro,
will not have a direct and
immediate impact on the
economies of the countries of
Latin America, except for
Mexico, and to a lesser extent
Central America, but will foster
the development of international
agricultural trade, which, by
itself, offers hope for these
economies.

UNITED STATES

* Nineteenth' S
World‘Co_n‘s’z' va

geadquaners of the
rganization of American g
(OAS), was conveneq todisey
gorder areas shared by ¥
uatemala, Honduras
Salvador. oy

lICA was representeq by the
Director General, who stresseq
thg need to promote agricultura)
artisanal, industial, trae ang
service activities as part of this
trinational development effort

Referring to challenges inherent |
in this project, known as
TRIFINIO, Pifieiro noted thatin
order to achieve the key
objective of conserving forests
and other natural resources, it

3
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