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Spain to host agricultural summit meeting in 1991 In response to a generous offer by th
agriculture of the Americas will meetin Madrid in September. The meeting, called jointly by the Crganiz ation of Bredican States a
will focus on developing strategies for agriculture in the twenty-first century.
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Southern Cone:

’ _

Ministers of Agriculture Strengthen
Sub(?gional Integration Process.

he ministers of agriculture of the countries of the

Southern Cone met from November 21-23 in Foz de
lguazy, Brazil, and adopted a series of resolutions to
strengthen subregional integration. They also issued a
statement criticizing the protectionist policies of the
European Economic Community (EEC).

The ministers of agriculture of Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Paraguay and Uruguay met for the firsttime as the Advisory
Council for Agricultural Cooperation in the Countries of the
Southern Cone (CONASUR) to put into operation this
permanent mechanism for coordinating external and
internal policies for the subregion. Also presentwas Martin
E. Pifieiro, Director General of the Inter-American Institute
for Cooperation on Agriculture (lICA), which serves as
‘the Technical Coordinating Secretariat of CONASUR.

" Inone of their resolutions, the ministers gave their "decided
- support” to the objectives of subregional agricultural
 integration and to a project for the creation of a common
market in the Southern Cone. It is their judgement that
agriculture must be reactivated if the countries are to get
‘back on the path to economic and social development, and

REUNION

The Ministers of
Agriculture of the
Southern Cone ratified
their willingness "to
make every effort” to
execute the programs

and projects included
in the PLANLAC.

that such reactivation will be achieved through increased
participation of the agricultural and agroindustrial sectors
in world markets. To improve coordination between
agricultural and macroeconomic policies, they added, the
technical capacity of sectoralinstitutions must be upgraded.
They also stated that the integration of the agricultural
sector will require the comprehensive and coordinated
treatment of all aspects of sectoral policy, especially
sanitary issues. In this regard, they requested technical
support from lICA in carrying out this task.

They also ratified the principles and objectives of the Plan
of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivationin Latin America
andthe Caribbean (PLANLAC), especially the strategies for
the Southern Area, "giving priority to actions aimed at
harmonization of policies and subregionl integration."

Specifically, the ministers of agriculture ratified their willing-
ness to make every effort to execute the programs and
projects included in the PLANLAC. In this regard, they
requested |ICA, as Coordinating Secretariat, to seek
technical and financial assistance from multilateral and
bilateral funding agencies.
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ution, the ministers underscored the impor-

nother resol ‘ .
n citiesintheregion

tance of coordinating and upgrading capa . :
to diminish and/or eliminate the problems affecting the
production and marketing of agricultural and t.orostry eleln-
modities, while taking into account phytosanitary requure-
ments, sustained agricultural development, health consid-
erations and the conservation of the environment.

After giving their support to the coordination efforts being
made by the Plant Protection Committee for the Southern
Area (COSAVE), they resolved to sign an animal health
agreement for the subregionin 1991, the goal of which isto
increase production and promote the marketing of agricul-
tural commodities in the subregion.

In the same resolution, the ministers charged a committee
made up of a representative of each country with studying
other measures needed to make significant progress in the
integration of the agricultural sector and in the free trade of
livestock products. The committee's report will be analyzed
at the next CONASUR meeting, to be heldin Arica, Chile in
March.

In order to facilitate subregional trade, the ministers of
agriculture agreed to prepare a basic agreement on the
quality of agricultural products and by-products.

On the topic of ecology, CONASUR requested its Coordi-
nating Secretariat to prepare general proposals related to
the conservation of renewable natural resources in the
subregion. Inthe judgement of the ministers, existing agree-
ments and programs for the conservation of such resources
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"do not lay the groundwork for a uniform conseryagy
np()lic !
y

in the region".

They also agreed to implement policies on integr ;

cooperation in the generation and transfer of aahon an
technology through PROCISUR, recognizing th:c.ultur;ﬂ
tance of having a permanent system for coordj i
support, the exchange of information ang €00

technology generation and transfer.

I
Nation an
Deration in

DECLARATION

The ministers of Argentina, Felipe Sola; Brazil
Cabrera; Chile, Juan Figueroa; Paraguay, Ray| Tc;r
Uruguay, Alvaro Ramos, issued a statement that rejecteq
the position adopted by the EEC inthe Uruguay Ro“"donhe |
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). The ;
negotiations were suspended in Geneva, Switzerland, g
December, with no agreement being reached.

Antonjy
Tes; ang

The ministers considered the EEC's agricultura] proposal
"unacceptable," since it calls for the continuation of Current
artificial conditions related to production and the accumyls.
tion of surpluses, which “limit progress in our nations.”

They alsoindicatedtheir total disagreement with the applica-
tion of the rebalancing mechanism, which is "contrary tothe
spirit of the GATT and the trade interests of the countries of
the Southern Cone".

Meeting with Ambassadors

The Director General of IICA,
Mariin E. Pifieiro, met at Insti-
tute Headquarters in Costa
Rica with the ambassadors of
Argentina, Brazil, Chile and
Uruguay fo inform them of the
official inauguration of
CONASUR and of the tasks
that this sectoral forum will
underiake. From left to right
are: Jaime Moreno Laval, of
Chile; Alicia Marinez, of Ar-
gentina; Martin E, Pifieiro, of
IICA; RaquelMacedo de Shep-
pard, of Uruguay and Jose

Jeronimo Moscardo de Souza,
of Brazil.




Headquarters

IFAD Studies Financing Strategies for Poor Farmers

T he International Fund for
Agricultural Development
(IFAD), a United Nations agency that
provides financing for poor farmers,
held a high-level meeting at IICA
Headquarters from November 12 to
17 to review its activities and
strategies in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

The meeting brought together 70
officials from financial and interna-
tional technical assistance agencies,
governments and IFAD. Other
pariicipants included directors of
IFAD-financed projects currently
under way in the hemisphere, where,
faccording to statistics, 65 percent
the rural population livesin poverty.

i
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In summarizing the Latin American
and Caribbean Project Implementa-
ion Workshop, Theodore van der
Pluijm, the senior IFAD official for
e region, stressed the need to

designed 1o support the production
activities of the poorest small
ers, as a means of alleviating

i1z poverty.

p order 10 expedite this process, van
er Pluijm recommended that
arizonizl cooperation be developed
nong those responsible for the
jects: that closer links be forged
stween international funding and
chnical cooperation agencies; that

entrepreneurial-administrative
eria be used to administer
rces earmarked for small

At the close of what van der Pluijm
termed "highly successful working
sessions," he indicated that the
execution rate of the projects is
the principal obstacle faced by
IFAD in Latin America and the
Caribbean. He added that thisis a
"very complex, delicate problem,
stemming from very different
causes."

Among these causes is the lack of
coordination among the agencies
responsible for execution, a
shortage of trained personnel,
administrative and legal red tape
in granting loans, and the need to
obtain further information on the
project area and its beneficiaries.

According to van der Pluijm, and
participants in the seminar agreed,
formulas for dealing with these
problems include strengthening
horizontal cooperation among
project administrators, since the
transfer of knowledge and the

success of the projects will be more
easily achieved if based on successful
experiences.

Inorder to complement these efforts,
he suggested closer ties among
international technical cooperation
agencies and funding agencies,
such as IFAD, which are particularly
competent in the area of project
management.

Another suggestion was to promote a
dialogue with governments that have
implemented strict policies regarding
public spending and the external debt.
The goal is to encourage them to relax
such restrictions and disburse funds
earmarked for development that have
already been approved.

Van der Pluijm was optimistic about the
"valuable contributions of the meeting,”
whichwillbe studied in depth and which
will "undoubtedly help improve the
design of projects and streamline their
implementation.”

During the opening session, the Vice President of Costa Rica, German Serrano Pinto (left), stressed
the need for finding new ways to finance the activities of small-scale farmers.
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Latin America and the Caribbean:

Experts Assess Korean Support
in Rural Development

xperts from 14 Latin American
E and Caribbean countries, who
met at IICA Headquarters from De-
cember 3-11 for a seminarAvorkshop
on rural development strategies,
noted that assistance provided by the
Republic of Korea in this subject area
complements regional efforts aimed
at improving production among
small-scale farmers

farmers. Such assistance is otfe.red|
through training courses for technlcf:a
personnel and technology transfer
with emphasis on introducing mec‘ha-
nization into the cultivation of grains,
etc.

In reviewing the event, Moo N.am
Chung, of the Division of Technical
Cooperation for Rural Development,

The Ambassador of the Republic of Korea in Costa Rica, Chan-Keun Kim, opened the seminar-
workshop. With him are the Vice Minister of Agriculture of Costa Rica, Jose Joaquin Acuna (left)

and the Director General of lICA, Martn E. Piheiro

The seminar/workshop, sponsored
by the Rural Development Admini-
siration (RDA) of the Republic of
Korea, with support from IICA,
brought together rural development
project specialists who receivedtrain-
Ing in Koreza between 1982 and 1989
under a cooperation program be-
ween the government of that country
and the countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean

The expents fel that the Korean assis-
tance was extremely useful because it
focuses on increasing production on
small farms as a means of improving
the socioeconomic condition of poor
6

.

commented that the seminar had pro-
vided an opportunity to exchange
experiences "which allowed us to see
how well the countries of Latin Ame-
rica and the Caribbean are following

up onourinitiatives on behalf of small
farmers."

During the event, the participants
exchanged information and experi-
€nces on rural development in their
respective countries, identified the
major weaknesses in government
strategies, learned of recentadvances
aqd compared the training they re-
ceweq in Korea with the realities they
face in the region, The participants
declared that the Jack of funding, ac-

cess to land and techpg)q

constitute the principle Proble raqste,
ing the impact of rurg; deve| S iy,
policies in Latin America an ent
ibbean. dthe g,

Chung declared that the techpy:
cooperation program with Latin !
ica andthe Caribbean wjj |
ened 10 SUPPON regional gyrgger:
designed to make sma|| farmerg S
competitive. e

€ Stren,

During the closing session, the Ko-
rean Ambassador to Costa Rica
Chang-Keun Kim, offered the Pariici.
pants his country's experiences in
agricultural modernization.

He indicated that inthe past few yegs
Korea has undergone a reactivation
process that has made it possible to
meet the country's food needs aswel]

as to progress in agricultural mechanj-
zation.

OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE

The Director General of ICA, MartinE.
Pineiro, stated that during the 90s
agriculture will take on particular im-
portance, mainly because the opening
up and liberalization of economies
make it possible for Latin America a_nd
the Caribbean to strengthen their ies
with emerging powers such as Korea

Pifieiro stated that, in the currentco™ |
text, IICA hopes to play a roleinceo” -
dinating relations and exchanges %
tween the countries of the region ana
Korea, the goal being to ensure | :
technical cooperation will supP" ?on
tions already undertakenintné re%w'
that are aimed at using existing kc’Ls
edge, technology and expef'e"em_
facilitate agricultural develop™




Latin America and the Caribbean:

Libr.arians Work Towards Integrating
Agricultural Information System

Some::» 200 librarians and information specialists from Latin America and the Caribbean meet at lICA
Headquarters.

pproximately 200 librarians
and other information special-
ists from Latin America and the
' Canbbean who attended a meeting at
lICA Headguarters from December
3-7, organized by the Inter-American
- Association of Agricultural Librarians
and Documentalists (AIBDA), agreed
1o seek ways to coordinate and
integraie the agricultural information
'systems currently in operationin their
couniries.

is decision was underscored by the
ouigoing president of AIBDA, Nitzia
Barranies, who stated that this is the

best way to respond to the economic
difficulties affecting the region and to
increase the potential of each
country's resources.

One of the goals of the meeting,
entitled "Information and Productivity,
Latin America in the World Scenario,"
was to study the generation,
dissemination and use of information
as anintegralpartof agricultural and
rural development in the region.

The meeting gave rise to a proposal
on the exchange of products
generated by national and

international agricultural information
systems and the three large
worldwide databases: AGRICOLA of
the National Agricultural Library of the
United States, AGRIS of the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAO) and CAB ABSTRACTS
of CAB International of England.
National agricultural information
systems include all the libraries
and documentation centers in
each country which specialize in
agriculture.

During the meeting, librarians
and documentalists from the region
presented papers on training,
professional exchanges and
information resources.

AIBDA was founded in 1953 during
the first technical meeting of agricul-
tural librarians from Latin America,
held in Turrialba, Costa Rica and
sponsored by IICA. Its permanent
executive technical secretariat is
headquartered at IICA. The Associa-
tion aims to serve as a link between
agricultural information specialists
from the hemisphere and to upgrade
the professional level of its members.

This inter-American meeting was
sponsored by |ICA, the Ministry of
Agriculture and Livestock of Costa
Rica and the National Banana
Corporation (CORBANA), with
cooperation from other national

he Canadian Ambassador to
the Organization of American
States (OAS), Jean Paul Hubert,
stated at [ICA Headquarters that his
“country’s support to the Institute
“helps enhance the impact of dwin-
‘dling resources.”

anada has been a Member State of
| 1ICA for many years and, throughthe
| Canadian International Develop-
| ment Agency (CIDA), offers a wide
lrange of technical and financial
support to the Institute's Programs.

According to the diplomat, "lICA

Canadian Ambassador to the

"[CA Enhances
Resources Allocated

is a pioneer in its field, and that is
why we have been active members
from the very beginning."

"My country, like any other country,"
he added, "has economic problems
and you cannot just throw money
out the window. That is why every
dollar spent through a specialized

and international agencies and
institutions.
OAS: B

thé Impact of
for the Region"

institute such as IICA has a very
important multiplier effect.”

The Ambassador was in Costa Rica
to participate in CIDA's annual
meeting of its 80 officials who work
in Latin America.

J




he Project for Technical Assis-
T tance for Agricultural Develop-
mentin Central America (RUTA 1) will

focus its actions in 1991 on providing
support to the countries in designing
agricultural policies, identifying and
formulating investment projects and
promoting training activities.

Representatives of the ministries of
agriculture of Central America, mem-
bers of the national technical units
that carry out RUTA II's actions and
delegates from international funding
and donor agencies met at IICA
Headquarters atthe end of November
andindicated that, withinthese guide-
lines, special emphasis will be placed
on activities related to the participa-
tion of rural woman in development,
the conservation of natural resources

and food security.

These are some of the principal mat-
ters discussed at the tripartite meeting
of RUTA I, an initiative of the United
Nations Development Programme,
under the Special Program of Eco-
nomic Cooperation for Central Amer-
ica (PEC). The Project, financed by
the World Bank, also receives funds
from the International Fund for Agri-
cultural Development (IFAD), IICA,

Central America:

Guidelines Esta

Agricultural
|

Participants in the meerirjg includec
America, members of national/technic

agencies.

the government of Japan and the
participating countries - Guatemala,
Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua

and Costa Rica-.

According to Arturo Cornejo, Director
of RUTA I, another agreement
reached at the meeting, which was
supported by the funding and donor
agencies, was to admit Panama into
the Project as of June 1991.

blished for Suppomn
Development

d ,epfesenrarives of the ministries of agriculture 0
al units and delegates from international funding

v
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f Centry
and do,lo'

RUTA I, which manages approy.
mately US$8.8 million in T€SO0Urces
will extend its activities until 1993'_
During the next meeting, planned y
November 1991, the beneficiary coup.
tries and donor agencies will discuss
the future of the Project once funding
ends.

O n November 25, 1990, Jose
Raimundo Nagel Amaro
became the new director of the In-
ter-Ameri-
can Agri-
cultural
Documen-
tation and
Information
Center
(CIDIA).

Nagel is a
sociologist-

José Nagel educator,

Head of CIDIA Assumes Post

with a degree in rural development
from the Catholic University of Leu-
ven, Belgium.

Nagel previously served as the execu-
tive director of the Agrarian Develop-
ment Institute of Chile, advisor to the
erector of the International Coopera-
tion Agency of Chile, and secretary
general of the cooperative develop-
ment project in Latin America. of the
Konrad Adenauer Foundation.'

He was also a full profe
. . ssor of educa-
tional sociology and education ar?d

technological change atthe Univer-
sity of Chile and the Catholic Uni-
versity. He has also worked asé
consultant for the United Natiqns
Food and Agriculture Organizalion
(FAO), the United Nations EdUc®
tional, Scientific and Cultural OF
ganization (UNESCO) and .thellﬂ'
ternational Labor Orgamzatlon
(ILO).

pecemm

izedin
CIDIA was reorgani i el
. ec

ber 1989 and placed diréC
the General Directoraté: mth
sponse to the mandaté of the ™
Regular Meeting ofthe Inte
can Board of Agriculture ¢

dissemination ow

r-Ame




Modernization of Agriculture in Latin America and the Caribbean

T he modernization of agriculture, with equity, is one

of the central elements of the development strategy

| included in the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural

; Reactivation in Latin America and the Caribbean

(PLANLAC), the coordination of which was entrusted to
IICA by the ministers of agriculture of the hemisphere.

The economic difficulties currently faced by the countries
of the region have exacerbated their structural problems,
particularly with regard to rural and urban poverty, in spite
of the social and economic development achieved in the
decades preceding the crisis.

It is now recognized that any new proposal for a develop-
ment strategy must provide solutions to the false
contradictions of the past, such as those that supposedly
existed between agrarian and industrial development,
between production for domestic and external markets,
- and between economic development and social progress.

One basic aspect of this new strategy is the need to
‘modemize agriculture in Central America and the

anbbean; modernization with equity, which takes full
advanizge of the region's potential in terms of human and
‘natura! resources. The increased production and
productivity 1o be generated by this process will lay the
aroundwork for the reactivation of the sector, which will
have 2 multiplier effect on the rest of the economy.
will also benefit the rural population, impoverished
the crisis.

With support from the Canadian International Develop-
ent Agency (CIDA), IICA conducted a study on
essful agricultural modernization processes in eight
ecific subseciors of Latin America: grains in Argentina,

a, fruits in Chile, shrimp in Ecuador, vegetables in
Mexico and pouliry in Peru.

CA's Program |, Agricultural Policy Analysis and
Planning, published a document on the modernization of
agriculture in Latin America and the Caribbean which
analyzes recent processes of growth and modernization,
‘r'_ which incentive policies, technological development,
panagement, union organization and market develop-
went were identified as determining factors. The moderni-

zation of the State, access to financing at competitive interest
rates and competition were also listed as important factors.

MULTIPLIER AND ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS

The documentindicates that the modernization of agriculture
has an important impact on the economy and society as a
whole. Thisimpactis the result of intersectoral relations with
agriculture, the effects on family incomes, employment and
wages, and the effects on export and import activities.

Another direct effect of modernization is the influence it will
have on the deterioration or conservation of natural
resources. It is essential for sustainable development of
agriculture in Latin America and the Caribbeanthat the long-
term viability of this process be considered, together with an
analysis of the expected effects on the stocks of production
and natural resources and the environment of the region.

The paper also stresses the feasibility of modernizing other
agricultural subsectors in the countries of the region. There
are three principle questions that must be considered: which
experiences should be transferred, to whom they should be
transferred and how they should be transferred. With regard
to the firstquestion, it should be noted that not all experiences
can be transferred. As to whom should benefit from these
experiences, it states that it is imperative that successful
experiences be transferred to small-scale farmers, as
compared to the case studies, in which modernization was
limited to medium and large-scale farmers.

In support of this initiative, the following should be taken into
consideration: fostering an understanding of the importance
of participation and self-organization; linking small-scale
farmers to the modernized sector through cooperatives or
associations; training the labor force and; bringing
small-scale production and the needs of the modern sector
together (for example, animal feed).

In terms of how the experiences should be transferred, the
study places special emphasis on [ICA's role. It proposes a
joint effort by IICA's five Programs - working under acommon
approach to modernization - and exploratory studies on
areas or products susceptible to modernization. It
recommends using as a frame of action the fora created
under the PLANLAC, among others.

9




aroindustry offers great potential for improving the incomes of

small-scale farmers, as in the case of cheese plants in Ecuador.

Latin America and the Caribbean:

Rural Agroindustry Program Imp

A n ambitious program

designed to promote
and organize rural agroin-
dustry in Latin America and
the Caribbean moved for-
ward with the establishment
of national networks in sev-
eral countries, the recent
approval of its bylaws, the
creation of an administrative
body and the identification of
activities to be carried out
during the year.

The Rural Agroindustrial De-
velopment Program (PRO-
DAR) brings together inter-
nafional cooperation agen-
cies -including IICA-, re-
gional and subregional
agencies and national insti-
tutions, in an effortto use the
work and experience of
these entities in applying a
cooperation strategy aimed
at upgrading the effective-
ness of programs and poli-
cies in the short term.

The Program is being imple-
mented in Latin America,
where rural agroindustry is
based on small-scale farm-
ers. There are an estimated

10

60 to 65 million small farm-
ers, with farms that cover
36% of the arable land,
which corresponds to 75% of
the total region.

This economic activity,
which adds value to small-
farm production, presents
an enormous potential for
the region, where small-
scale farmers produce 40%
of the food consumed in
Latin America and generate
30% of all exports.

PRODAR AND PLANLAC

PRODAR: s one of the hemi-
spheric programs included
in the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Carib-
bean (PLANLAC).

The PLANLAC is an overall
development strategy, coor-
dinated by IICA, which pro-
poses the modernization of
agriculture and full linkage
with industry, as support for
the efforts of the countries to
achieve equitable and sus-
tainable development. The

s conceived in
a workshop on
nre-

Program wa
1988 during .
rural agroindustry and i !
sponse to problems affecting
the rural populaiion of the
region -migration, post-har-
vest losses, inability to gdd
value to primary produptfon
and difficulties in gaining
access to marketing chan-
nels. After two years of
extraordinary effort, the Pro-
gram has finaily become a

reality.

National networks have been
lemented

set up in Chile, Ecuador, the
Dominican Republic and
Colombia and the National
Institute of Agricultural Tech-
nology (INTA) of Argentina is
currently promoting the es-
tablishment of a network
there.

NATIONAL NETWORKS

The national networks act as
mechanisms to promote the
development of rural agroin-
dustries in the countries of
the region and serve as links
between PRODAR and
groups of small-scale farm-
ers.

The networks will be
strengthened  with a
US$200,000 contribution
from the Canadian Interna-
tional Development Agency
(CIDA). IICA will administer
the funds and serve as head-
quarters for the program.

These funds will be used to
gstablish, in each network,
mformation and dissemina-
tion services, in charge of
Preparing a bulletin and es-

Fablishing adata bank. |
ing services, resPOnsiB:rain"
organizing short Uetor
WO(kShOps and s fSe !
and; research

which will focus ON assggy
rural agroindustry in Si
countries, with a viey, % idthe
tifying future projects

MEETING IN AMBATq

During a meeting in 199 j
Ambato, Ecuador, PRQDAS
approved its bylaws, se U
its steering committeg ang
appointedits executive dirg,.
tor, Francois Boucher, arurg
agroindustrial specialist frop
the French Technica] Coop-
eration Agency.

Boucher, who is a speciag
with IICA's Marketing ang
Agroindustry Program, ingi- :
cated that during 1991, prog-
ress will continue in areas
such as training.

As an example, he men-
tioned the interest some
member institutions of PRO-
DAR have shown in conduct-
ing post-graduate courses in
Colombia, Chile and Vene- :
zuela.

S

Rural agroindusty pro-
vides opportunitiés Y
adding value 10 sma
farm production.

__—___/



Differentiated Policies for Rural Development

Manuel O. Chiriboga (*)

e cansay that Latin America and the Caribbean have

. gained experience in rural development, if we
interpret rural development as programs and projects

aimed at changing any of the problems affecting
small-scale farmers there: poverty, low production and
productivity in farming and artisanal activities and limited
participation in decision making. A brief evaluation of the
results shows that in the best of cases, and in spite of
resources allocated, little more than ad hoc institutional
- systems have been established.

The limited results achieved thus far make it necessary to
analyze the social dynamics of the farming population in
relation to society as a whole, to take a new look at the
problems affecting the small-farm economy and rural areas
of Latin America and the Caribbean and to adopt a new
" approach that will generate more effective proposals.

Jtis essential to adopt a more comprehensive
approach and to develop all the different
- aspects of the production cycle, including
" marketing, agroindustrial processing and
agricultural services.

formulating these new proposals, it is necessary to steer
away from certain simplistic formulas that are a mere
repetition of the import substitution model or that leave the
solution of problems related to the small-farm economy to
he free operations of the market. It will also be necessary
o overcome dependence on different types of assistance
rovided by the State and the private sector, which equate
ural development with subsidies for the rural population.

) Director of IICA’s Organization and Management for
3ural Development Program.

This task becomes even more urgentin light of the changes
taking place in the region: the opening up of trade, a
reduced role for the State, restrictions on subsidy and
protectionist policies and the weakening of social and other
programs. These changes are transforming the situation
in the region, in many cases resulting in traumatic social
change and deterioration. Phenomena such as interna-
tional rural migration, violence and drug trafficking are all
part of this problem, which poses a serious threat to political
and democratic stability in the region.

New proposals for rural development must take into
account the variety that characterizes the rural population
in Latin America. Onthe one hand, there are many different
types of small-scale farmers, ranging from those whose
production is entirely market-oriented and who use the
latest technologies, to those who must devise complex
strategies for survival and that involve the entire family
unit in numerous artisanal, agricultural, labor and
commercial activities. There are also diverse types of rural
societies, ranging from modern agroindustrial societies
to traditional societies characterized by backward
marketing sectors.

In our judgement, in order to develop this new proposalitis
necessary to do away with certain concepts that have
prevailed in the region for years.

The firstis the conceptthatidentifies ruraldevelopment with
programs and projects ratherthanwith instigating aprocess
of social change in rural societies, which calls for a high
degree of voluntary participation by public and private
institutions.
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The strengthening of rural socie.tizles, gjecen-
tralization and small-farmer participation are
prerequisites for rural development.

The second is the view that limits rural development exclu-
sively to agricultural activities, meaning those carried out by
the primary sector of the economy. It is essential to adopt
a more comprehensive approach and to develop all the dif-
ferent aspects of the production cycle, including marketing,
agroindustrial processing and agricultural services.

A third concept, closely linked to the previous one, focuses
rural development actions on farmers, bypassing the social
institutions and relationships of the rural population. It is

necessary 1o plan rural development actions for a much
larger group: rural society.

The fourth erroneous concept is that rural development can
be achieved simply through changes in the agricultural
situation and not in the other economic sectors and in the
relations betweenthem. This view also overlooks the impact
of macroeconomic and sectoral policies on the small-farm
economy, since it considers that development is only pos-
sible from within and through projects.

Lgstly, for the purposes of this article, and although other
misconceptions exist, is the view which limits rural develop-
me.n.t to changes in production activities, overlooking the
political systems and the issue of small-farmer participation
Rural development is not justified only in economic terms'
Firstand foremost, itis intended to strengthen democracy |l’.l

the region, particularly i
| y in the rural sector
problems of equity. G- addressing
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The strengthening of rural societies, decenlraIiZa“o”

small-farmer participation are prerequisites for rural dg, il
el.

opment. :

Differentiated rural development policies aim Primari|

ensure that institutional actions promote change in rﬁ lo
societies, changes that reflect the specific natyre of t;‘eu
small-farm economy and rural society. e

These policies form part of an overall economic ang S0
development proposal, under which a series of maCfOeco;
omic and sectoral policies, programs and projects are Coor:
dinated; provide national coverage, yet reflect the Specifig
needs of regions and microregions, the environmen; ang

ethnic groups; are long term, since rural development s ,
process that evolves over

long periods of time; g
based on small-farmer pr.
ticipation, through their or.
ganizations and open insfify.
tional systems that, rathes
than taking the place of such
participation, encourage i:
are implemented through an
institutional system operal-
is an essenial element ing at the national and local
levels, which will ensure that
the necessary national politi
cal consensus exists to deal
with the problems of poverty,
and which will strengthen,
through decentralization,
local capabilities to imple-
ment actions agreed upon;
and have the financial, administrative and technical re-
sources needed to ensure full implementation. Many o

these resources exist in the region, but are not used toful
advantage.

The strenthening of

the rural population

| of rural development.

Rural development is not justified only in econo™
ICs terms. First and foremost, it is intended '.0
strengthen democracy in the region, particul@’y m
the rural sector, by addressing problems ofequly
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SPAIN TO BE SITE OF HEMISPHERIC
AGRICULTURAL SUMMIT MEETING

A hemispheric agricultural summit meeting, jointly
convoked by the Organization of American States
(OAS) and the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (IICA) will be held this yearin Spain.

The Government of Spain generously offered, through its
Ministerof Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, to host the Tenth
ICMA andthe Sixth IABA, which willbe heldinthe Palacio de
Congresos in Madrid.

The Palacio has two large auditoriums, with a seating
capacity of 1,840 and 814, respectively. The UNESCO
Room, one of the new rooms, is the largest. It has an oval
table thatseats 73 people, and atotal capacity 0f319 people.
The Palacio also contains a theater and several rooms with
simultaneous interpretation facilities for nine languages.

This modern building also includes a cafeteria that serves
300 people, a self-service restaurant for 500 people, a
banquet room for 1,150, a formal private restaurant and
dining rooms. It also houses exhibition halls, telegraph,
postal and banking services, tobacco shops, newsstands,
medical services, photography laboratories and shops.

This will be the second time that the Inter-American Confer-
ence of Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA) and the
Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA) meet
concurrently. The firsttime was in Ottawa, Canada, in 1987.

Four years later, and for the first time outside the
hemisphere, the ministers of agriculture of the Americas will
meet in Madrid in September to discuss the situation of the
agricultural sector as it enters the new century.

 OTTAWA

OnAugust 31, 1987, the Ninth ICMA andthe Fourth Regular
Meeting of the IABA were held in Ottawa, Canada. The
Meeling was attended by representatives from 31 American
Malions, 22 of which were represented by their ministers of
agriculture, :

-~ ensuring political stability and peace in the region.

The Tenth Inter-American Conference of
Ministers of Agriculture will be held at the
Palacio de los Congresos in Madrid

The meeting was termed "“historic" by the participants, and
the results of the discussions were summarized in the
Ottawa Declaration and ten unanimously approved
resolutions, which were seen as a mandate for the
countries of the Americas regarding the future of
agriculture.

The Declaration, known as the Mandate of Ottawa,
revealed consensus with regard to the central role the
revitalization and modernization of agriculture must play in
the economic reactivation and development of Latin
America and the Caribbean, which are key elements in
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There was also agreement as to the change§ that would.be
requiredto consolidate the leading role of agnculture,wh}ch
include improving and altering conditions inside and outside
the countries and expanding joint actions aimed at solving
specific problems, in support of the renewed regional and
subregional integration process.

The recommendations of the Ninth ICMA set forth important
guidelines on how the countries of the region themselves
and international funding and technical cooperation agen-
ces should approach problems related to agriculture. The
modernization of the public agricultural sector, sectoral
adjustment programs, technology, regionalintegration, and
agricultural trade negotiations are some of the specific
issued addressed by the recommendations.

Nevertheless, it is necessary to go beyond mere words, and
to ensure that the consensus underlying the Declaration be
translated into concrete actions within a shared framework.
One of the recommendations charged IICA with preparing
a strategic plan of joint action in support of agricultural re-

vitalization and economic development in Latin Ameri

and the Caribbean, to be prepared in collaboration wm?-ca
member countries, other.agencies of the '”‘e"Ameri its
system, and other specialized agencies. can

THE PLANLAC

Two years later, and as the result of intense work g reach
agreement and a consensus, the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America and the Caip.
bean (PLANLAC) was approved during the Fifth Regular
Meeting of the IABA, held in October 1989.

Since then, our region has had access to an overall Strateg
for the sector, with specific strategies for the Centra Area
and Mexico, for the Caribbean and Haiti, for the Andean
Area and the Southern Area. The Plan also includes 3
portfolio of hemispheric and subregional programs ang
multilateral projects, designed to deal with common prop-
lems that affect the agricultural sector. =

AGRICULTURE IN THE 90s:

Strategies for the Close of the Century

he Tenth Inter-American Con-

ference of Ministers of Agricul-
ture (ICMA) was convoked to analyze
Latin American and Caribbean agri-
culture in the new international con-
text of the nineties and strategies for
the close of the century.

This topic was approved by the mem-
ber countries of IICA's Executive
Committee during its tenth regular
meeting, held in San Jose, Costa
Rica, in August 1990. Much more
than simply a topic for the meeting, it
reflects the concern expressed by the
countries of the region o learn about
and study the implications and reper-
cussions of the phenomena which are
occurring on the international scene,
and to help the region find a new
identity and place in this scene.

The topic of regional participation in
the new international scenario is one
that has been discussed in different
fora forintegration: CORECA, inthe
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Central Area; CARICOM, inthe Carib-
bean; the Board of the Cartagena
Agreement (JUNTA), in the Andean
Area and CONASUR, in the Southern
Cone. As a result of these discus-
sions, there is much expectation,
which will increase as September
approaches, regarding the agricul-
tural summit meeting to be held in
Spain.

Although each ICMA is unique, there
must be a certain continuity from one
Conference to the next.

The Ninth ICMA (Ottawa, 1987) was
held against the backdrop of a serious
crisis in the sector, the result of
severe confrontations between the
United States and the European Eco-
nomic Community on agricultural pro-
tectionism. In general, the economic
crisis and the problem of the foreign
debt affected the whole region, al-
though structural changes were evi-
dentinthe international scene. There

was a need to sit down and discuss
whether the agricultural sector was
ready to become the driving force
behind the economic reactivation of
our countries.

T e e e e ceem @ o

Today, this topic is no longer dis-
cussed. But, it is essential to fully
discuss whether modern, industrial
ized agriculture can effectively and
realistically find a place in the new
international framework.

THREE MODULES

Justification for the title of the Tenth
ICMA is divided into three modules:
Changes in Agroalimentary Poll
cies within the International Cof™
text.

The Agenda for Latin America and
the Caribbean for the 1990s-
Opportunities and Needs for Inter:
national Cooperation.
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The first module describes the
new scenario fromthe political
and economic point of view. It
analyzes the decade of the
80s and, more concretely, the
second half of the decade,
whichis characterized by both
the quantity and quality of very
important phenomena, which
began with an agreement
between the superpowers to
end the arms race- putting an
end to the cold war-: the
breakdown of the socialist
model of Eastern Europe; the
decision of the EEC to unify
Europe by 1992; the concrete
decision to unify the two
Germanies and; the trend to
form economic blocs.

Similar emphasis should be
given to studying equally
important changes taking
place in our region. These
changes have led to adjust-
mentprocesses, contributed
to opening up new markets
and have launched a much
more pragmatic process of
integration aimed at mass
production to counteract economic
blocs formed in other parts of the
world.

Discussions will focus on identifying
the effects of these dramatic
changes in terms of agroalimentary
production. New market niches will
be analyzed, for which the region
must offer more diversified
commodities, with greater added
value, that can meet the increasing
demands for quality.

The second module, "The Latin
American and Caribbean Agenda
for the 90s,” will review the agricul-
tural areas that should be given
Priority in order to define a new profile
for the sector. The key element will
continue to be modernization,
although more emphasis should be
given to strengthening intersectoral
relations, equitable rural develop-

PALACIO DE CONGRESOS DE MADR])

MADRID CONGRESS HAL|,

ment and the increasingly important
topic of natural resources.

These three aspects of agricultural
modernization are the responsibility
of the entire world, that is, the
responsibility is shared with the
industrialized world. Although the
North and South see these aspects
from different points of view, they are
equally important for both.

With regard to the agricultural-
agroindustrial complex, if the region
intends to retake control of growth,
it will require better international
conditions:  developed countries
must eliminate their protectionist

policies.

e
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poverty, if, for

example, they intend to
control drug trafficking or stem
the massive influx of migrants
from our countries.

As to the conservation of
natural resources, the
reasons that justify joint
responsibility are obvious.

The third, and final module,
"Opportunities and Needs for
International Cooperation,”
will present the corresponding
analysis of the outmoded
assistance-oriented model,
which was based on the cir-
cumstances that existedinthe
50s and 60s. The political and
economic changes of today's
world call for new actors in
terms of international coop-
eration, with regard to both
supply and demand.

In this regard, emphasis will

be placed on the new

relationship between the

State and the civilian popula-

tion. The adjustment and

structural reform processes
are definitely giving a new, less active
role, to the public sector, while giving
the private sector a more active role
with regard to decision making.

The conceptual framework on which
the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC) is based will be
strengthened and brought up to
date, in light of the events of the
past two years and through an
analysis and discussion of these
three modules and their respective
documents by the ministers of
agriculture m
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SECOND HISPANO-AMERICAN
MEETING ON RURAL
DEVELOPMENT TO BE HELD

he Second Hispano-American
T Meeting on Rural Develop-
ment, animportant preparatory activ-
ity for the Tenth Inter-American Con-
ference of Ministers of Agriculture
(ICMA), will be held at lICA Head-
quarters from February 21-22.

This meeting will bring together ex-
s from Spain, Latin America and
the Caribbean who will deliberate on
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ing: Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment in Latin America and the Carib-
bean, was successfully held in Madrid
in June, 1990.

One of the objectives of the meeting
was toinitiate work for the Tenth ICMA
and review the topics on the agenda
that will be of interestto both Spainand
Latin America.

Based on the topics discussed at that
time, a proposal for the general topic
and working documents for the Tenth
ICMA was prepared, and subse-
quently approved by the Executive
Committee of lICA.

These first meetings generated much

interest and led to the need
for another meeting to publi-
cize the importance of the
ICMA for the region, and, at
the same time, make it pos-
sible to study the working
documents that will be sub-
mitted to the Conference in
Madrid. m

This meeting will bring
together experts from
Spain, Latin America
and the Caribbean who
will deliberate on agrar-
lan policies and their
Impact within the inter-
national and regional
context.

7

ACTIVITIES PRIOR Tq

THE TENTH ICMA

S everal preparatory actjy;.
ties will take place prior to

the Tenth Inter-American Cop.
ference of Ministers of Agrigy|.
ture (ICMA), to be held from
September 23-27 in Madrid,
Spain.

February 21-22

Second  Hispano-American
Meeting on Rural Development
in Latin America and the Carip-
bean.

San Jose, Costa Rica, IICA
Headquarters.

June 24-28

Eleventh Regular Meeting of the
Executive Committee.

|ICA Headquarters. Delegates
will discuss the status of docu-
ments for the ICMA, among
other topics.

September 20
Meeting of the ICMA Drafting
Committee.

The drafting committee, made
up of a representative from each
Member State, will be set up to
prepare draft recommendations
to the ICMA, and to begin draft-
ing the Madrid Declaration.

September 21 )
Meeting of the IABA Drafting
Committee.

At this time, the same drafting
committee will review the draft
resolutions to be presented to
the IABA.

September 22
Preparatory ICMA/IABA S¢S
sion, attended by the ministerS°_
agriculture or heads of delegd

tions.
_/
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Patents will be sought to protect products
developed in molecular biology laboratories,

such as microorganisms,
penes and pharmaceutical products.

plants, animals,

plasm in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

In commenting on the importance of
the meeting, the Director General of
[ICA, Martin E. Pifieiro, stated that the
discussion of the legal protection of
intellectual property rights to
biotechnological innovations in the
agricultural sector is "a vital step for
the region because, in agriculture, a
biotechnological revolution has taken
the place of the so-called green
revolution.” Pifieiro indicated that the
advances made in this field will have
a decisive effect on competition in
agricultural trade in the year 2000.

The meeting was organized and
sponsored by the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agricul-
ture (lICA), the UNDP/UNESCO
Regional Biotechnology Program,
the World Intellectual Property

Latin America and the Caribbean:

Adoption of Legislation to Protect

Plant Varieties Recommended

uring ameeting held recentlyin
Caracas, Venezuela, expers
in biotechnology recommended that
legisiation be adopted in Latin
America and the Caribbean to protect

| proprietary rights to plant varieties

obtained through plant breeding
programs.

They added that the countries could
se their laws on the experiences of
ntina, Chile and Uruguay.

70 specialisis representing the
7 advanced countries in the
egion in the field of biotechnology
nded the seminar on policies on
ownership of biotechnological
vations and on the use of germ

Organization (WIPO) and the POLAR
Foundation, with financial support
from the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA).

Legal protection of innovations, they
explained, should be based on the
system used by the International
Union for the Protection of New
Varieties of Plants (UPQOV), which
offers guarantees such as property
rights to the innovation and a
monopoly on its commercial
exploitation.

The specialists recommended that a
regional program be established to
harmonize policies on the ownership
of biotechnological innovations and

the use of germ plasm. Future
activities of the program would be
promoted by IICA.

The protection of biotechnological
innovations is of particular impor-
tance in light of the liberalization of
world economies and the integration
of international markets. This topic
is being addressed in multilateral
negotiations such as the Uruguay
Round of GATT.

In the case of Latin America and the
Caribbean, the goal is to protect,
through patents, products generated
in molecular biology laboratories,
such as microorganisms, plants,
animals, genes and pharmaceutical
products. Atthe presenttime, and to
different degrees, the developed
countries are considering issuing
patents for such products. According
to the experts, however, almost no
Latin American or Caribbean country
has considered doing so.

lICA's objective is to encourage
immediate discussion of this topic, as
it applies to the agricultural sector,
and to systematize support for
changing existing national policies
and legislation and for coordinating
positions in the region. It was also
decided that existing institutions
and facilities in the region should be
used to create a network of centers
for storing microorganisms and
biological material.

The need to hold meetings on the
topic in each country, in order to
formulate national policies, was also
underscored.  Discussion also
touched on the need for close
cooperation, information exchanges
and assistance among the
countries, which would facilitate
the preparation of proposals for
legislation.




Financing of Innovations and
Technology Transfer Urged

A ccording to the participants in

the Eighth Latin American
Meeting on Agricultural Financing,
held from November 7-9 in Caracas,
Venezuela, financing for innovations
and technology transfer is essential
for promoting and developing agricul-
tural activities.

The meeting was sponsored by the
Latin American Association of Devel-
opment Finance Institutions (ALIDE),
lICA, the Center for Latin American
Monetary Studies (CEMLA) and the
Agricultural Credit Fund (FCA) of
Venezuela, and attended by 80 repre-
sentatives from financial institutions,
central banks and agencies from the
public sector.

The objective of the meeting was to
share knowledge and experienceson
how funding institutions which Sup-
port agriculture in the region are re-
sponding to the challenge of modern-
1zing agroindustrial complexes, within
an increasingly competitive interna-
tional context.

According to the parlicipapts,
such institutions must conunug
1o offer soft loans, not subsi-
dies, for innovations and tech-
nology transfer. They also
suggested the establishment
of a regional data base that
would gather all current and
future information on this mat-
ter.

With regard to the State's role
inthe process, the participants
indicated that the State should
deal with topics related to the
basic and applied research
needed for agricultural activity,
and that this should not be
undertaken by the private sec-

tor. They also indicated that technol-
0gy packages should be incorporated
into technical-economic feasibility
projects, since this would guarantee
increased revenues and expedite the
recovery of credit.

Some of the mechanisms mentioned
for financing research and technology

Participants judged that funding for thechnolog;.
cal inovaation in agriculture is urgently needed.

transfer include taxes; levies, estap-
lished by the producers themselves:
incentives for farmers who introduce
innovations and; joint investment
agreements.

D uring a seminar held in Lima,
Peru from November 12 to 23,
professionals from Bolivia, Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela dis-
cussed the impact that changes in
international conditions and macro-
economic policies have on the per-
formance of the agricultural sector.

The seminar, organized by IICA and
the Economic Development Institute
(EDI) of the World Bank, with the col-
laboration of the Latin American As-
sociation of Development Finance In-
stitutions (ALIDE), highlighted the im-
portance of modemizing the agricul-
lural sector and harmonizing sectoral
and economic policies.

Specialists from IICA's Agricultural
14

Andean Area:

The Impact of Macroeconomic Policies
on Agriculture to be Studied.

Policy Analysis and Planning Program
indicated that the seminar helped
strengthen the analytical capabilities
of the participants in terms of prepar-
ing, executingand adjusting economic
policies and investment programs for
agriculture, at a time when Latin
America and the Caribbean are re-
evaluating the role of the agricultural
seclorin development strategies,

With this in mind,
divided into seven
discussion of topic

the meeting was
segments for the
S on the interna-

tional, regional and national economic
outlooks; modernization and harm_onlj
zation of agricultural policle's:
elements of macroeconomic analySlS.
macroeconomic policies and agncug
ture; investment programming 8f:__
methods for analyzing economic P9n'_
cies. The organizers of the meetind :e'
dicated that the "extremely valuad
knowledge and experiences Of e
participants made it possible forvi _
meetingto serve asa forumforP“’snu_ |
ing in-depth understanding of the
ations of the countries.



PROCACAOQO Plans Activities for 1991

ome Of PROQACAO's most

im ortant activities for 1991

de strengthening the work carried

i groups responsible for cocoa

ent in Central America and

applying biotechnology to

Pa a;na'cult?Sation and providing

°°°§ucers with inexpensive and
zroﬁ!ab'e technology.

in
outh”‘e

The Regional Netv_vork for Cacao
Technology Generatlo_n _and Transfer
PRocACAO), admln}stered and
coordinated by [ICA with economic
support from the Regional Office for
central American Programs (ROCAP)
of the USAID, hopes to move forward
this year with its efforts, begun in
geptember 1987, aimed at expanding
cocoa cultivation by improving
production and productivity.

Inaddition to IICA, other participants in
- the work plan include the Tropical
Agriculiure Research and Training
Center (CATIE), the

search, steps will be taken to apply
biotechnology to cocoa cultivation,
which will done by CATIE, with
support from the universities of
Pennsylvania and Florida. Germ
plasm and genetic materials will also
be exchanged with the University of
the West Indies and the Brazilian
Institute of Agricultural Research
(EMBRAPA).

In terms of technology transfer, the
Network will increase work related to
plots that have been modernized,
currently under way in several
countries.  The purpose of this
research is to provide the producers
with a technology package that
ensures increased profitability at
a lower cost. Also planned for 1991
is the entry of Nicaragua and
Panama into the Network.

Honduran Agricultural
Research Foundation
(FHIA), the Pan Ameri-
can  Development
Foundation (FUPAD)
and the Hershey Food

Comporation.

The activities fall within
the three components
of PROCACAO: man-
a9ement of the Net-
Wqﬂf, research and
Irdining ang technology
ansfer, |n the first

Mponent, special
dention wil be given

'einforcing the work
41ed out by the na-
- :;1‘1 advi§ory groups
Gualmg in Belize,
B ai’imala, Honduras,
ey Yador and Costa

Wn

t a meeting in Pelotas, Brazil in

October, sixteen agricultural
journalists from the Southern Cone
approved the creation of a committee to
bring together reporters from the region
and promote professional training.

This committee will be made up of the
presidents of national associations. of
agricultural journalists from Argentina,
Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, paraguay and

Uruguay.

The meeting was organized .by thei
Cooperative Program for Agricultura
Research 'inm‘ghe tSout}hern Cone

Committe of Agricultural Journalists
Created in the Southern Cone

the National Research Center for Fruits
from Temperate Zones, of the Brazilian
Institute of Agricultural Research
(EMBRAPA), where the meeting was held.
PROCISUR is one of the initiatives for
the Southern Area included in the
PLANLAC, a program prepared by [ICA.

The committee, which will receive support
from the Institute, through PROCISUR,
will hold annual meetings, starting this year,
to discuss topics that are of common
interest to the journalists of the region.
This is the third time in the past two years
that IICA has promoted this type of meeting
in the Southern Cone to bring together
the agricultural journalists of the region.

J




R ural development specialists
meeting recently in Santiago,
Chile recommended that small-farm

agriculture in Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Paraguay and Uruguay be modernized.

According to the experts, small farmers
inthese countries, most of whom live in

Southem Area:

agricultural cooperatives as a key
mechanism to facilitate the mod-
ernization process, which will allow
the small producers to negotiate on
more favorable terms with the State
and to participate in activities such
as agroindustry and trade.

Support for Modernization of
Small-farm Agriculture Urged

conditions of extreme poverty, must be
supported in their efforts to become
more competitive, which will enable
them to move into dynamic markets,
such as export markets.

This is particularly urgent at a time
when the countries are implementing
economic integration processes.

To this end, the specialists identified

In the countries of the Southern
Area, small farmers currently ac-
count for 60 percent of the produc-
tion units of the subregion. Never-
theless, they control only 5 percent
of the area under cultivation.

The specialists stressed the ur-
gency of strengthening horizontal
technical cooperation among the
countries of the subregion in activi-

tiesinvolving small producerg T
YN

dicated that ICA can play a Major
in expediting this exchange The Sr :
nar on differentiated policieg for il
developmentin the Southern Arear\:f
organized by IICA and the Agricunuas
Development Institute of Chiflal
(INDAP), and sponsored by the Can:
dian International Developmen{
Agency (CIDA).

Olg

According to experts from IICA's Or.
ganization and Management for Rurg|
Development Program, the objective o
the meetingwas to discuss alternativeg
for differentiated rural developmep
policies inthe countries of the Southern
Area, as well as institutional models for
formulating and executing them, ac.
cording to decentralization processes
that involve the participation of civilian
organizations.

[ICA Trains Andean Technicians to Train Small Farmers

I ICA conducted a workshop in

Ibague, Colombia on training
small farmers. The purpose of the
event, aimed at technical personnel
from the Andean area, was to provide
technical and institutional strengthen-
ing for public agencies and non-gov-
ernmental rural development organiza-
tions.

The workshop benefitted technical per-
sonnel from training units of agencies
responsible for executing rural devel-
opment programs and projects, as well
as trainers of extension and outreach
agents linked to public institutions and
NGOs involved in organizing and train-
ing small farmers. One of the expers
who conducted the workshop was
Manuel Argumedo, a specialist in rural
development from Brazil.

ICA officials explained that it is ex-
tremely important for these trainers to
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use participatory criteria in carrying
out their actions, and to take into
consideration the socioeconomic
and cultural conditions of the small-
farm population.

The activity was sponsored by |ICA
and Colombian institutions such as
the National Agricultural Training
Program, the Ministry of Agriculture
andthe Integrated Devel-
opment Fund, with sup-
port from the National
Training Service.

Since January 1988,
IICA's Organization and
Management for Rural
Development Program
has been involved in an
international  small-
farmer training project,
The first phase included
the preparation of docu-

ments on such fundamental topics as
literacy and rural development and
training rural women, using participa-
tory methods. The second phase ofthe
project is currently under way and in-
cludes a series of subregional work-
shops, similarto the one heldin Colom-
bia, geared to promoting the training of
national technical personnel.




rkshop was recently held at
W eadquarters for a group
”CAmem officials from the
er?/\gricunure of Guatemala.
e of the workshop was to

tual framework on
gpdate 1;‘;;2:?5» discuss alternate

ral V;'gna'l actions in this field

object!V

insmu

» nine women are attached to
The.‘" -~ on the management of

wyral, forestry and pasture
i ~yrrently being carried out
5"513,.1,:‘«1;19 by the Canadian
- \:\-‘-T‘-ﬁa‘ Development Agency
s ‘\1: the Tropical Agriculture

(CIDA) 8 C Train
g:e?ﬂ‘r and Training Center
et

-
OATIE

organized by CIDA

a
A group of specialists

Guatemalans Receive Training
10 Work with Rural Women

from 1ICA's Organization and
I;Aanagemem for Rural Development
Program Spoke on such topics as the
conceptual framework and methods

used by the Institute ini i
it
U] Werne, S work with

Acqording 1o the IICA experts, the ex-
perience was extremely beneficial for
everyone involved in the meeting. The
Qualemalans were able to update their
VIEWS on rural women and the Institute
was able 1o verify the validity and effi-
ciency of its conceptual framework and
methodology, which were completed
only last year.

The work of the women from Gua-
temala focuses on helping rural
women in matters such as nutrition,
hygiene and child care, excluding
their role in production.

After the training, the officials
recommended that similar
workshops be held for extension
agents of the Ministry of Agriculture
of Guatemala, so that together
they can more effectivel dissemi-
nate this new view of the role of rural
women, and thus create greater
awareness of women's contribution
to the economy.

oo

Training Women to Formulate Development Programs

rolessionals from Central

America, the Dominican
Republic and Cuba will participate in
2 training seminar 10 be sponsored
by the United Nations Development
Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and IICA,
on the formulation and evaluation
ol deveiopment projects that are
Specilically designediorthe panticipa-
10n of women.

The course, which will take place at
IICA Headquarters, will be divided into
two stages: the first will be held for
three weeks in March, and the second
stage will take place during the first
weeks of June. Officials of UNIFEM
and lICA and a group of specialists in
women's studies recently met to
discuss the content and methodology
of this training event.

The regional coordinator of UNIFEM
for Mexico and Central America,
Klaus Bethke, and technical experts
from IICA's Organization and
Management for Rural Development
Program, explained that the
subregion lacks personnel qualified
1o design and formulate projects of
this type

In order to improve this situation,
HCA and UNIFEM will invite four
officials from governmental and
non-governmental organizations
from each country, who currently
work in areas related to women
and development, and who have
experience and academic back-
grounds in this field. Bethke

indicated that the objective of

the seminar is to prepare the

participants to provide support to

nongovernmental agencies or state

gntities in formulating development

projects specifically geared to
omen.




The strategies and guidelines of the plan of action were worked out
during a seminar-workshop.

Costa Rica:

More Efficient Marketing

Services Sought

he objective of an
ongoing managerial
program, included in the
technical cooperation pro-
vided by the Institute to the

Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock (MAG) of Costa
Rica, is to increase the effi-
ciency of agricultural market-
ing services, through a strat-

egy and plan of action tq be
executed by four CostaRican
entities, with support from
[ICA. In addition to the MAG,
other participants are the
National Production Council
(CNP), the Integrated Agri-
cultural Marketing Program
(PIMA) and the Center for
Promoting Exports and In-
vestments (CENPRO),
which have made the strat-
egy and plan of action an
important item on their work-
ing agendas for 1991.

Basically, the strategy aims
to make adjustments in the
organization of agricultural
marketing services, with spe-
cial emphasis on two of its
principal segments: services
to exporters and information
on international prices and
markets.

These aspects are cong;

ered to be essentia|, giild.
the current opening yp ain
liberalization of economjed
worldwide. 5

The strategy and the plan of
action.were designed during
a seminar-workshop, coorg.
nated by Arturo Padilla, 4
marketing expert from liCA,
with collaboration from
Guillermo Grajales and Jogg
Lizarazo.

The strategy aims tg
make adjustmentsin the
organization of agricul-
tural marketing sery-
ices.

Uruguay:

Harmonization of Quarantine Procedures Recommended

he Inter-American In-

stitute for Cooperation
on Agriculture (lICA) re-
cently sponsored a meeting
in Montevideo on plant pro-
tection.  Representatives
from regional and
subregional agencies at-
tending the meeting indi-
cated thatthe harmonization
of quarantine procedures
will facilitate the trade of ag-
ricultural commodities in the
hemisphere.

The participants in the Fifth
Meeting of the Executive
Committee of the Inter-
American Group for Coordi-
nation in Plant Protection
(GICSV) stated that the
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adoption of uniform meas-
ures will not affect the plant
protection systems currently
in effect in each country. On
the contrary, it will help
strengthen the systems,
since these measures in-
clude innovative methods of
analysis based on biology.

The GICSV is in charge of
coordinating plant protection
actions in the hemisphere,
and is made up of the Plant
Protection Committee for the
Southern Area (COSAVE) -
lICA serves as its coordina-
tion secretariat -, the Board of
the Cartagena Agreement
(JUNTA), the International
Regional Organization for

Agricultural Health (OIRSA),
the North American Plant
Protection Organization
(NAPPO) and the Caribbean
Plant Protection Commission
(CPPC).

The participants also dis-
cussed the development of
negotiations on plant protec-
tion being conducted as part
of the Uruguay Round of the
General Agreement on Tar-
iffs and Trade (GATT), which
were suspended last Decem-
ber, in Geneva, Switzerland,
forlackof an agreement. IICA
wasrepresented at the meet-
ing by the Director of the
Agricultural Health Program,
Jerry Fowler, and the lICA

Representative in Uruguay,
Arnaldo Veras.




. RISPAL’S A.ctions Strengthened
in Latin America ang the Caribbean

oS - 3 !
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IcA and the International
| Development Research
centre (IDRC) have signed an
agreemem aimed at strengthening
he actions of the Rgsearch Network
on Animal Production Systems in
Lain America (RISPAL), created

in 1986.

Under the agreement, RISPAL's
activities related to the management
and use of information on animal
production systems will be strength-

ened.. This will involve providing
technlgal Support to projects
promoting a continuous flow o'f
information among the members of
RISPAL and facilitating the transfer of
technology to small-scale farmers.

To achieve this, the Project on an
Information System for Animal
Progiuction in Latin America and the
Caribbean has been created. It will be
responsible for upgrading the ability
of egch project of the Network to
provide researchers with information.
It will also promote the establishment
of a system to link RISPAL members
with the coordination center operating
at lICA.

RISPAL was foundedin 1986, with the
signing of bilateral agreements among
IICA, IDRC, the Tropical Agriculture
Research and Training Center
(CATIE) and the National Agricultural
Research and Promotion Institute

(INIPA) of Peru, which has since
changed its title to the National
Institute of Agrarian and Agroindus-
trial Research (INIAA).

During its first stage, which lasted
until October 1989, the Network
contributed to the development and
improvement of methods forresearch
into production systems, which
enhanced inter-institutional technical
support and upgraded technology
generation and transfer, with the
active participation of small-scale
farmers.

Since its founding, RISPAL has
issued a quarterly bulletin reporting
on Network activities. The latest
issue, published in December,
contains the last chapters of a
research project related to research
and development on genetic groups
and milk production systems in
tropical countries.

Andean Area:
Project Presented

D uring 2 meeting in Lima, Peru,
lICA presented a project to
representatives from Bolivia,
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and
Venezuela to prevent, control and
eradicate fruit flies, as a part of its
Supportio the countries of the Andean

@€z in the integrated management
of this pest.

Alberty Perdomo, a specialist from
Institute's  Agricultural Health
c;gram, made the presentation
m{:\“ﬂ% @ meeting of the technical
miltee responsible for coordinat-

) 2
‘29 Subregional actions related
this matter

Perdg ;
aliyer -, E*Plained o the represen-

i'iliatisv that the objective of th
Eistoincrease the gross valu

to Control and Eradicate Fruit Flies

of production and the income of
producers by increasing domestic
demand and regaining and expanding
external markets.

The project includes a series of
actions, includingthe establishment of
a system o assess and gather
statistics on the insect population,
basic and applied research, training
for technical personnel and
producers, and an agri.cultural
extension campaign carried out
by specialized personnel.

According to figures presented during

i i ly 20
the meeting, approximate
species of flies cause roughly US$35

n damages in Latin America
million L | g el

n Area

of the value of fruit production,
particularly due to attacks of the
Mediterranean fruit fly (Wiedemann).

The representatives proposed some
administrative changes in the
proposal presented by IICA, recog-
nized the value of the proposal and
suggested that national plans to
combat fruit flies should use the
Institute project as a model.

The approval of the Andean project to
prevent, control and eradicate fruit
flies, and its immediate implementa-
tion, programmed for mid-1991,
constitute a step forwardin executing
the subregional program of the same
name approved by the ministers of
agriculture in September 1989.
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Action in the Countries

Director General of IICA

Visits Argentina and Uruguay

D uring a recent trip, the Director General of [ICA, Martin

E. Pifieiro, visited the headquarters of the Latin Ameri-
can Integration Association (ALADI) in Uruguay and took part
in the Twenty-first Annual Meeting of the Argentine Agricul-
tural Economics Association in Argentina.

During a special session in Montevideo of the Committee of
ALADI Representatives, Pifieiro stated that "in the future,
agriculture will play a more important role in the integration
process in Latin America, which is rapidly changing."

He also stated that such increased integration has added a
new political dimension to IICA's technical cooperation, and
offered as examples sanitary matters and the modernization
of production that will result from the opening up of econo-
mies. In this regard, he said that coordination between IICA
and ALADI could be particularly beneficial to the region.

During the opening session of the meeting of agricultural
economists in Argentina, Pifieiro delivered an address on
agriculture in the twenty-first century and the outlook for

i i e i lof IICA, meets with
In Buenos Aires, Martin E. Pineiro, Dlrevctor Genera
tZe Secretary of Agriculture of the United States, Clayton Yeutter.

change, which was commented on by Juan Zapata, the
Minister of Foreign Relations of that nation.

While in Argentina, Pifieiro had an opportunity to talk with
Clayton Yeutter, Secretary of Agriculture of the United States.
Yeutterwasin Buenos Aires to discuss the upcoming meeting
of the Uruguay Round of the GATT with Felipe Sola, Deputy
Secretary of Agriculture of Argentina, and other government

officials.

Brgzil: ) 4
Pifieiro Delivers Book

on IICA Activities ;

he Director General of MOD%“(:%UA&S%
lICA, Martin E.  oRJSGR¥
T . 13 PO o

Pifieiro, delivered a book AR
describing Institute activities e
in Brazil over the past quar-
ler of a century to Antonio
Cabrera, the Minister of Agri-
culture of that nation,

Initsten chapters, “Moderni-
zation of Agriculture and In-

ternational Cooperation:
lICA's 25 Years in Brazil
reviews |ICA's actions in
Brazil, beginning in 1964
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when a group of three spe-
cialists set up office in space
provided by the Organization
of American States (OAS), in

Rio de Janeiro. The book was
delivered in Foz de Iguazu
during a social gathering at-
tended by the participants in
the first meeting of the Advi-
sory Council for Agricultural
Cooperation in the Countries
of the Southern Area
(CONASUR).

On this occasion, Pifeiro told
Cabrera that the book was
“an accurate account of the
activities lICA has carried out
over twenty-five years, in
close collaboration with agri-
cultural sector institutions in
Brazil." The book is made
richer by the personal com-

ments of both IICA and Brazil-
ian personnel who partici-

pated actively in the many
technical cooperation proj-
ects. Inthe preface, Manuel
Otero, ex-1ICA Representa-
tive in Brazil and current Co-
ordinator of the PLANLAC,
states that the book com-
memorates a longstanding
friendship and professional
relationship, developed
throughout the course of the
Institute. The final chapter of
the book offers a look at the
future of I1ICA technical
cooperationin Brazil, empha-
sizing the need to focus pro-
gram and policies on mod-
ernizing the agricultural sec-
tor as a means of achieving
equitable, sustainable devel-
opment.



Ecuador:

Minister of Agriculture Visits IICA Office

through close collaboration with
the Ministry of Social Welfare, he
praised the work of the IICA
technical team.

(@ )
Letter of Under-

standing Signed

R 8 5 & 9
Y VAYETATT

I ICA and the Agricultural
r Credit Fund (FCA) of
o) B D Venezuela regently signed a Is.stt.er
velopment Program. of understanding to develop joint
technical cooperation actions to
modernize the agricultural sector of
this Andean country.

The Minister of Agriculture of Ecuador, Alfredo Salrc;s G ) i

/ICA Office in thatcountry to discuss the proposal for the f:lj: :in(y?/’gu,{;?gé
uring a recent visit to the [ICA
Office in Ecuador, the Minister

| of Agriculture and Livestock of

pooperalion from IICA, has been
mplementing this program, execution
of which will begin in 1991 with

that nation, Alfredo Saltos Guale, funding from the World Bank. : :

pledged to work for close coordina- The document was signed in

tion between his ministry and After hearing an explanation of Caracas on November 23 by

the National Rural Development PRONADER, Saltos Guale ex- the President of the FCA, Jorge

Program (PRONADER). pressed special interest in the Urdaneta Galue, and the I[ICA

technical components related to Representative, Miguel Cetran-

For the last two years, the Ministry of small-scale irrigation and technology golo, who stressed the importance

Social Welfare, with technical transfer. In pledging his support, of pooling efforts to reactivate
the agricultural sector.

The letter states that IICA, in

”CA and the Government Of Guatemala collaborationwith other institutions,

Sign Cooperation Agreement PRI s elora s ment

include credit
components. IICA will also support
the FCA in its negotiations with

he main objective of a coopera- units that will be set up in Jutiapa and the Inter-American Development
T tion agreement recently signed Quetzaltenango. Bank (IDB) on the second stage
by the Ministry of Agriculture, A ; | of its general agricultural loan,
Livestock and Food of Guatemala IICA will a[so admm.lsterlhe financial R S World Bank. on
and IICA is to create and put into resogrcesmcludedlnthe agreement, several other agreements.
operation two regional agricultural provided by thle Agter;\% el
planning units to update agricultural International Development (AID). C MR [[Bals0" provide the
anq forestry development plans and This agreementis part of the National Corpmission on thg Reform of the
policies. Food Production and Marketing Plan Agncgllural Flnancqu System with
Th : > vided prepared by the Guatemalan technncal. cooperatnon, and will

€ technical cooperation pro i hich sets forth the need work with agricultural sector

by th ; : ist of ort ministry, whic |
ty elnsu?ute will consist of SUpp to integrate the services provided institutions in preparing subsector
:néh?: A%"cﬁlturibggig;l?:nmg by the Public Agricultural and Food agricultural and agroindustrial

00 nit

Sector (SPADA) and to upgrade its Lassessments.

organizati llow- :
ganization, management, fo regional mechanisms.

>,
up and evaluation of the two regional
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T he IICA Offices in
Haiti and the Do-
minican Republic are
working to promote the
coordination of technical
cooperation actions that
will benefit both Carib-
bean nations.

For this
purpose,
personnel
from both
offices re-
cently held
a meeting
in  Santo
Domingo
to coordi-
nate, dis-
cuss and
plan future
activities.
The goalis to develop technical coop-
eration among the Offices and to
identify areas for new bilateral proj-
ects that will be financed with external
resources. The IICA Representatives

Jan Hurwitch

IICA Offices in Haiti and the Dominican
Republic Promote Coordination

in Haiti and the Dominican Republic,
Jan Hurwitch and Gilberto Paez, dis-
cussed the work carried out by their
Offices exchanged views on the Plan
of Joint Action for Agricultural Reacti-
vation in Latin America and the Carib-
bean (PLANLAC).

They also discussed possible projects
within the context of the PLANLAC,
and areas of cooperation in which the
two IICA Offices would share respon-
sibility, particularly with regard to the
development of border zones.

Jan Hurwitch explained that IICA has
identified serious problems of erosion
and poor management of natural re-
sources, especially in Haiti.

She also jng;.
cated that poy,
countries Must
make greater ef.
forts to encour-
age the produg-
tion of crops for
domestic ¢op.
sumption.

Gilb erto

Paez sta.
| ted that this
first meet-
ingis part of
a strategy
| being de-
veloped by
IICA in
| Latin Amer-
" ica and the

| -
N
- Caribbean

Gilberto Paez which em-

phasizes joint actions and inter-
regional cooperation.

Junior Professional Programme
Promotes Relations Between
the Caribbean and Latin America

I ICA's Directorate of Area

Operations for the Caribbean,
through its Junior Professional Pro-
gramme, seeks to develop a nucleus
of Caribbean specialists, competent
in Spanish, who are able to partici-
pate in the technical cooperation ac-
tivities promoted by the Institute, and
to help develop effective links be-
tween this subregion and the coun-
tries of Latin America.

Two junior professionals from An-
tigua and Suriname are currently par-
ticipating in this initiative, which be-
ganin 1987. For one year, they will
receive intensive training in Spanish,
gainin-depth understanding of ICA's
units and Programs, and work in the
area of their specializations.
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Jennifer
Maynard, from
Antigua,
joined the pro-
gram last Sep-
tember and
Sheela Khoe-
sial, from Suri-
name, in Octo-
ber. Ms. May-
nard holds a
B.A. in agriculture from McGill Univer-
sity in Canada, and an MA in rural
sociology from Reading University of
England. Ms. Khoesial holds a licen-
tiate in agriculture from the University
of Suriname and an M.A. in agricul-
tural economics fromthe Catholic Uni-
versity of Leuwen, Belgium. Lystra
Fletcher, who recently concluded the

»

Lystra Fletcher, from Trinidéd énd Tobago, participated in the Junior
Professional Programme.

program, is now workingin Saint Lucia
with the Caribbean Agricultural Re-
search and Development Institute
(CARDI). Other participants in the
Programme include Vincent Little,
from Jamaica, who is now a project
specialist for the IICA Office in Barba-
dos, and Lorenzo Rock, also from
Barbados.

‘

i
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ICA Trains Technicians
in Project Preparation

ICA and the Ministry of Agriculture and Li
_ Ivestock of
I Cqsta Rica (MAG) are currently training technicians
in six regions of the country in the Preparation of production
projects geared to small-scale farmers,

The activity consists of_a 20-week course for 35 agricultural
engineers and ; ;peC|al|sls involved in outreach and
agricultural activities. Each formal, classroom component
has an in-service counterpart.

specifically, participants are trained in the organization of
farmers, the preparation of assessments, the elaboration
of production proposals, and the financial analysis and
management of projects, which will be prepared by the
\=chnicians, with the ongoing participation of the small
farmers.

The training process is based on the multiplier principle,
which involves the participants' returning to their
communities to train local personnel. As the final activity of

of the projects.

the course, the participants will prepare an "on-site” project
with the small farmers.

The goal of this type of technical cooperation is to provide
small farmers with a production option which they
themselves have prepared, and which will make it easier for
them not only to request funds from national banks and
external agencies, but also to increase their level of
employment and income.

lICA, FLACSO

product,

and land use.

PC"} H 4:—?::: i-f':
indicators, there are figures onoverali the 0 Gne anc
poverty, Open unemployment, the the current situatic vith thai

~ ™y laAn

"C entroamerica en Graficas” i
a selection of the major
€conomic, political and social
indicators for the subregion through
1989, illustrated with graphs that
Provide an overall and current View
of different situations.

economically active population, etc.

The goal of this book, co-published by
[ICA and the Latin American Faculty
of Social Sciences (FLACSO), is
to contribute to the understanding of
the situation in Central America aqd
panama, and to serve as the basis
for decision making by the
governments and the private sector.
The basic criteria used in selecting
and organizing the data were the

prevailing in 1870

The updating and expansion of the
data base used in preparning the
publication was conducted by
Raul Figueroa Sarti and Juan
Huaylupo, with support from Alicia
Quintanilla and Vilma Herrera. Victor
del Angel, the Head of lICA's
International Cooperation Division,
was responsible for reviewing
results and editorial matters.
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IICA in the News

Venezuela,
Peru
\ri n‘umjn en Caracas Bancos

de Fomento Agropecuana

B Newspapers in the An-
dean area, particularly in
nezuela and Peru, re
red on the Eighth Latin

Financing, held in
acas in November.

it brought together “80 repre-
sentatives from financial in-

ons, central banks and

cies from the public sec-
tor"( Diario Critica, La Co-
lumna, Diario El Informa-
dor) and was “sponsored by
ALIDE, lICA, CEMLA andthe
Agricultural Credit Fund of
Venezuela" (Diario Eco-
nomia Hoy, El Nuevo Pais).

P
en

The meeting included high
level discussions and "led to
a consensus on the need to
financeinnovations andtech-
nological transfer, as an im-
portant step towards promot-
ing and developing agricul-

24

tural activities" (El Impulso,
Diario Insular, Venezuela;
Diarlo El Peruano, Peru).

Argentina, Brazil,
Chile, Paraguay
and Uruguay

SI CONVERTIRA EX APOYD SIGNIFICATIV EN LAS NEGOCACIONES

CONASUR fortalecera proyecto
mercado comiin del Cono Sur

B Newspapers in Argei:
tina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay
and Uruguay reported on the
official initiation of operations
of the Advisory Council for
Agricultural Cooperation in
the Countries of the Southern
Area (CONASUR), during a
meeting in Foz de Iguazu,
Brazil.

During the meeting, ministers
of agriculture adopted a se-
ries of resolutions aimed at
“strengthening the subre-
gional integration process"
(La Nacion, Clarin, Ambito
Financiero, Argentina), and
criticized the European Eco-
nomic Community's position
in the Uruguay Round of the
General Agreement on Tar-
iffs and Trade (GATT)" (Es-
tado de Sao Paulo, Correio
Braziliense, Brazil).

IICA serves as the technical
coordination secretariat of
CONASUR, a permanent
mechanism for coordinating
policies and strategies (El
Mercurio, Chile). One of the
most important results to

come out of the "SUbregi
on.

als let agricultyra W,
meeting was the adop[i;nm“
aseries of resolutiong ; N of
to strengthening the ;
tion process". (Hoy,
Patria, Noticia

ntegra.

Nuev
q

S, ParaQUay)

Upcoming Activities

Seminar-Workshop
on Agricultural
Documentation,
scheduled for March
11-15, San Jose,
Costa Rica.

The purpose of the meet-
ing is to provide a forum
in which international
and national agricultural
i mentation institu-
ing in Latin

=ns, books and techni-
scizntific journals
to the countries of Africa,
the Caiibbean and the
Paciiic (ACP).  Other
goalsinclude the discus-
sion of distribution
mechanisms and offers
of technical information,
and the preparation of a
Latin American meeting
on this topic, to be held in
Santo Domingo, Domini-
can Republic in 1992,

The meeting is organ-
ized by IICA, the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food (MAPA) of
Spain and the Technical
Center of Agricultural
and Rural Cooperation

(CTA) of the Netherlangs.

Seminar-Workshop on
Training Women in Rura
Development, March 18-

24, Bogota, Colombja,

One of the objectives of the
meeting is to bring together
specialists in the areas of
training, credit, technology
and environment from the
Southern and Andean Ar-
ciscuss the situation
‘s of rural women.
»ing will also pro-

vice i cnternational and
loca! ::niessional person-
nel of iiCA's Program Il -
Orga tion and Manage-

ment for Rural Development
- in the Andean and South-
ern Areas with new per
spectives on training rural
women and on designing
gender-oriented rural devel-
opment projects. The event,
sponsored by llCA,
UNIFEM and UNESCO, wil
be attended by representd:
tives from governmerftaI
rural development institu-
tions, independent consult-
ants and IICA officials.

e
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Photor Daniel Buckles

Sustainable development, now a key institutional abjective, concerns ifie urgent need to combine woridwide progress in ¢
; 4 ¢ ! ! voriowide progress in ec
matters with protection of natural ecosystems and the environment.  For [ICA, the evidentlink between environment
poverty provides a new outlook in the search for development resources. “

* Germany Will Support [ICA in Managing Natural Resources

* The Environment:
Scandinavian Countries Seek IICA's Support in Channelling
Support to Central America ;

* Director General of 2 pening of Economies Must Benefit :

Small-Scale Farmer




Focus

The Delicate Balance of Sustain-
able Development

Headquarters

Germany Will Support IICA in
Managing Natural Resources

The Environment:
Scandinavian Countries Seek
[ICA's Support in Channelling
Support to Central America

Rumania Interested in Becom-
ing a Permanent Observer of
|ICA

United States Ambassasor to
the OAS Hopeful on Results of
PLANLAC

PLANLAC

PLANLAC Advances Steadily
Programs on the March

Costa Rica and Ecuador:
Project to Benefit Four Thou-
sand Young Farmers

Director General of IICA:
Opening of Economies Must
Benefit Small-Scale Farmers in
Central America

Central America and Dominican
Republic:

Rural Development Institutes
Give Priority to Settlement Proj-
ects

8

10

11

12

Mexico and Central America:
Training in Communications for
Professionals Responsible for
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Agriculture (IICA) is headquarteredin San J eof the
Rica. It is the specialized agency for agricultur :
inter-American system. It was founded l{,age.
governments of the hemisphere in 194210 ?nﬁembef
promote and support the efforts made by its
States  for agricultural deVe'OPmem
well-being. It has 32 member countries an
server countries.
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The Delicate Balance of Sustainable Development

These were the thoughts expressed by the Director of lICA's Technology
Generation and Transfer Program, Dr. Eduardo Trigo, in analyzing the
frequently'contradictory opinions of those who, on the one hand, promote the
conservation of natural resources and who, on the other, seek to rapidly

increase agricultural production.

A t.a} time when the world is beset by political and

military crises and an overall economic crisis -factors
that promote short-term planning-, and when the countries
of : Latin America are undergoing deep structural
adjustments, it is difficult, but imperative nonetheless, to
implemgnt long-term actions that will increase agricultural
production and promote the conservation of natural
resources.

Thesewere the thoughts expressed by the Directorof IICA's
Technology Generation and Transfer Program, Dr.
Eduardo Trigo, in analyzing the frequently contradictory
opinions of those who, on the one hand, promote the
conservation of natural resources and who, on the
other, seek to rapidly increase agricultural production in
order to take advantage of the growing number of open
markets.

Contradictions are also to be found within the framework of
structural adjustment programs, which call for areductionin
the size the State, and, at the same time, require strong
government entities capable of intervening to prevent
improper use of natural resources.

Trigo described as “somewhat schizophrenic,"the apparent
lack of understanding between conservationists and those
who defend free markets; and between those who want
to reduce the size of the State apparatus in order to make
it more efficient and those who feel that national entities
must be strengthened in order to ensure proper use of
the natural resources.

Inview of this paradox, the IICA specialist stresses the need
for balance. “This doesn't mean that we have to abandon
the concept of market economies, but, at the same time,
we must design institutional reforms that will allow the
markets to function properly. It's not a question of ignori ng
the market, but rather of making if work in such a way that
aspects not considered previously are takeninto account.”

For IICA, which, as of 1990, included sustainable
development as one of the key objectives of its medium
term plans, there is a "sense of urgency” in taking
advantage of the opportunities available today, making
changes in the technical cooperation it offers to its 32
member countries, to promote pertinent state reforms and
to adopt strategies that will allow us "to move toward more
sustainable development.”

Recently, Trigo and other technical specialists from the
Institute, participated in a workshop on ecology and
economics, during which internationally renowned
European and North American scholars, policy makers and
high-level government officials and technicians who workin
the field of conservation and natural resource management
met to find common ground and ways to achieve
sustainable development in the region.

During the
meeting, [ICA 3
found that its -

institutional }’@a
policies on natu- § A
ral resources

and agricultural
development
strategies
clearly coin-
cided with those
of prestigious
academic
centers and
international
funding agen-
cies, such asthe
Inter-American
Development
Bank (IDB) and
the World Bank.
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pical Agriculture

i ized by the Tro !
The meeting was organi y the International

rch and Training Center (CATIE),
Sii)enafor Conservalio% of Nature and Naturgl Res<_3ur::f€(e)sr
(UICN),withinthe framework of the Conseryahon PrOJecd 3
Sustainable Development in Central America, gxecute ly
CATIE with funding from the Swedish Interpatxonal Devfer
opment Authority (SIDA) and the Norwegian Agency 10

International Development (NORAD).

According to Eduardo Trigo, the meetingwas "_an unusuall)f/
high-level meeting that brought together a wide range o

professionals in search of ways to achieve sustainable
development, and

experts in the two
closely-related disci-
plines of economy and
ecology".

Among the partici-
pants in the seminar,
which was held in
Costa Ricaon January
30, were: Kenneth
Boulding, Professor
Emeritus from the Uni-
versity of Colorado;
Robert Costanza, of
the University of Mary-
land; the Minister of
Agriculiure of El Salvador, Antonio Cabrales, and the Assis-
tant Secretary of Natural Resources of the Dominican Re-
public, lvonne Garcia. Also present were representatives of
Scandinavian and European cooperation agencies, regional
and international institutions and officials from several Latin
American countries.
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Eduardo Trigo

According to the minister of agriculture of El Salvador, the
workshop provided him with "up-to-date, necessary and
imporiant information on the cost-benefit ratio of environ-
mental protection projects.” For example, he praised the
economic analyses presented by Dr. Costanza, who indi-
catedthatan acre of mangrove swampland in Louisiana has

arealvalue of approximately US$17,000 and not US$5,000,
which is the market value.,

Acco_rding to Trigo, "the opinions éxpressed during the
meeting and the recommendations made offer reassurance

that our technical cooperation in this area is on the right
track.”

He added th‘at although there seems to be a common will in
the academic world and among certain international coop-

eration and financial agencies, there are sti
) still no concrete
Proposals on how to translate that will into specific actions

“ltisherethatIICA, togetherwith otherin

- stitutions, can
an important contribution." ke

One of the recommendations of the Workshg

tate and promote this type of dialogue amg, ‘;Vas to
academics and policy makers. Neve”heless t‘;‘}chniqans~
general consensus that the world is going thro Ere Wag
times when, given the economic and pofiti ;
short-term planning is the order of the day.

Thus, although the proper use and managemeny
resources is essential to the survival of fytyre e of Nafyry
according to Eduardo Trigo, " the collective schizOn ong
the times makes it difficult to structure compor?hreni 0
guard against the destruction of the environmeny CNIS thy

ADDITIONAL EFFORTS

In providing technical cooperation for Sustainable devel,

ment, IICA will receive support from and carry oyt o0p.
actions with countries and agencies outside the region ;ﬁmx
as the GTZ of Germany (see page 5) and the COUntr}eSCh
Scandinavia (see page 6). of

[ICA is also participating in other internationa efforts tg
conserve the environment. For example, Eduardo Trigoiis
participating in an initiative by the Stockholm Environmeny
Institute (SEI) to create a consultative group on agricultura|
biotechnology.

Inameetingin Swedenin late 1990, experts from aroundthe
world recommended the creation of this group, which would
provide countries with specialized information on the envi-
ronmental impact of biotechnological innovations or modifi
cations. In March, the SEI again invited Trigo to Stockholm
to participate in a meeting to plan the work to be carried out
by the group.

Also in March, Trigo attended a meeting in Vienna, Austia
called by the United Nations Industrial Development Organi-
zation (UNIDO), during which a document was prepared on
harmonizing the evaluation of risks involved in biotechnok
ogy, that is, in the area of biosafety.

Discussions were also held on a code of conduct for thg
release into the environment of plants and organisms mod"
fied through genetic engineering, and terms o(.referer!ce
were studiedforan advisory group to assist countries lacking
biosafety requlations.

According to Trigo, because of the complexity and V\rlfne

range of topics related to biotechnology, biosafety, €M c
mental protection and human health, the formation®

; isting
affgroup would complement rather than duplicaté exl
efforts.
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ribbean of the GTZ

T he principal objective of a
cooperation project between
lICA and the German government,
through the German Agency for
Technical Cooperation (GT2Z), is to
strengthen 1ICA's technical and
operating capabilities in connection
with the proper management of
natural resources in agricultural
production.

This will provide the countries of Latin
. America, through IICA, with access
to conceptual and operating instru-
ments to formulate agricultural
~ policies, programs and projects that
include the concepts of sustainability
~ and equity, with an emphasis on
~ activities for small-scale farmers.

- The idea for the basic structure of this
initiative came out of a planning semi-

e ;”Terf’: _m?g/”g included Eduardo Trigo, of lICA; Christian German, Minister
5 /; .n/ca ooperation of the German Embassy; Jorge Werthein, Director of External
)0 Ruth Erlbeck, head of the Division for Latin America, North America and the

Germany Will Support IICA in
Managing Natural Resources

nar, recently held at IICA and
attended by specialists from both
IICA and the GTZ.

The head of the Division for Latin
America, North America and the
Caribbean, Ruth Erlbeck, indicated
that it was hoped that through
cooperation with IICA, more and
better programs on natural resources
will be generated in the countries of
Latin America.

According to  Ms. Erlbeck, the
German government and IICA
recognize the importance of making
appropriate use of natural resources.
The German official added that the
GTZ, in making its decision, took into
consideration |ICA's experience and
knowledge inthe agricultural sector of
the region. This is the first time that

the German Agency for Technical Co-
operation will carry out a project with
the Institute.

The work will include the formulation
of a conceptual and methodological
framework for developing sustainable
and equitable agriculture, as well as
proposals for efficient institutional
systems.

The joint efforts will also include the
design of a training program on
sustainable development in
agriculture and an information
system on related issues. Projects
will also be identified and formulated
on agricultural sustainability and for
small-scale farmers.

The project will be executed under a
technical cooperation agreement
betweenthe Germangovernmentand
IICA, to be signed in the near future.
This will be Germany first contribution
to the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC) promoted by IICA.

As part of the agreement with
the GTZ, Sabine Muller, an agricul-
tural economist who has worked in
several countries of Africa and Latin
America, began work at I[ICA
Headquarters in July 1990. Another
natural resource management
specialist will soon join [ICA.

One of the goals of the GTZ is
to carry out cooperation projects
in agriculture, health, rural develop-
ment, science and technology,
training and environmental
protection.




The Environment:

Scandinavian Countries Seek I1C

in Channelling Support to Central America

n an effort to contribute to the
I conservation of natural re-
sources and the environment, the
countries of Scandinavia have ex-
pressed interest in working with the
Inter-American Institute for Coopera-
tion on Agriculture (IICA) to channel
relevant technical cooperation to
Central America.

In a meeting with IICA officials, Reidar
Persson, Pierre Fruhling and Jan
Roberts, of the Swedish International
Development Authority (SIDA); Kari
Silfverberg, of the Finnish Interna-
tional Development Agency (FIN-
NIDA), and Soren Wium-Andersen, of
the Danish International Development
Agency (DANIDA) discussed possi-
bilities for joint action.

IICA's Director of External Relations,
Jorge Werthein, told the members of
the mission that the Institute is "very
interested” in working with their agen-
cies in helping to channel technical
cooperation to Central America.

Eduardo Trigo, Director of [ICA's
Technology Generation and Transfer
Program, informed the mission of ac-
tivities currently under way inthe fields
of technological modernization, con-
servation of the environment, natural
resource management and long-term
sustainability of agriculture.

During the Tenth Regular Meeting of
its Executive Committee, in August of
lastyear, IICA established agricultural
development based on a process of
modernization which recognizes the
need to conserve natural resources
and the environment, as one of the

focal points of its actions through
1993,

6
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The mission, which began its visit in
Guatemala, will take back recgm-
mendations on the most appropnatg
use of technical cooperation in envi-
ronmental issues.

Sweden, Finland, Denmark and Nor-
way are currently involved in several
initiatives in Central America aimed at
promoting sustainable agricultural
and forestry practices and the preser-
vation of certain endangered species,
and providing support to public and

/ICA Director of External Relations, Jorge Werthein (right), informs the members of the Scand-
navian mission of the Institute's interest in undertaking joint actions.

private organizations with similar in-
terests. They have identified defores-
tation, the destruction of coastal re-
sources, the overuse of agrochemi-
cals and the loss of biological diver-
sity, among others, as the major envi-
ronmental threats in the region,

Sweden has focused it technical co-
operation in Costa Rica and Nicara-
gua, and in subregional actions re-
!ated to environmental issues. SIDA
in conjunction with Norway, supponé
one program on the balanced yse of

A's Support

natural resources and anoyp,
control. The other Scandin,
tries provide ongoing cog
the area, including suppg
gional Forestry and Mete
grams for the Central A
mus.

ero
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"Sweden, Finland, Denmary
and Norway are Current|
involvedin several initiativeg
in Central America aimeq at
promoting sustainable agri-
cultural and forestry prac.
tices and the preservation of
certain endangered Spe-
cies ..."

i

There are also plans for them to sup-
port the Environment and Health Pro-
gramin Central America, Panamaand
Belize, and the Central American
Commission on the Environment and
Development, among others.

—

Deforestation and the 10ss Of
biological diversity are somé
of the problemas that threaten

the region.
/




Rumania Interested in Becoming

N

The Secretary of State for Foreign Ré/arions of Rumania, Romulus Neagu

Permanent Observer of IICA

is welcomed by the Deputy Director General of IICA, L. Harlan Davis.

D uring a recent cour-

tesy visit to IICA
Headquarters, the Secretary
of State for Foreign Rela-
tions of Rumania, Romulus
Neagu, expressed his
country's interest in becom-
ing a permanent observer
country of lICA.

The Rumanian official was
received by the Deputy
Director General of IICA, L.
Harlan Davis, the Assistant
Deputy Director General
for Operations, Alfonso
Cebreros, and the Acting
Director of External Rela-
tions, Victor Del Angel.

JBQOOST 0100H/0I0Yd |

Neagu's visit to the Institute
was part of the activities
programmed for his trip to
Costa Rica, during which he
met with the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Bernd
Niehaus, and other govern-
ment officials.

During his visit to [ICA,
Neagu informed the Institute
of his country's recent
membership in the
Organization of American
States (OAS) as a
permanent observer, as of
November 1, 1990. He also
indicated his country's desire
to strengthen ties with the
Institute, especially with the
Program on Agricultural
Policy Analysis and Plan-
ning. Neagu expressed
Rumania's interest in
participating as an IICA

observer country during the
Tenth Inter-American
Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA) and the
Sixth Regular Meeting of the
Inter-American Board of
Agriculture (IABA), which
will be held concurrently
in Spain this coming
September.

Del Angel explained that
the Institute will take
the necessary steps to
enable Rumania to join
IICA's permanentobserver
countries, currently consist-
ing of Austria, Belgium,
Egypt, France, lIsrael, Italy,
Japan,the Kingdomofthe
Netherlands, Portugal, the
Republic of Korea, the
Republic of Germany and
Spain.

United States Ambassador to the OAS
Hopeful on Results of PLANLAC

he Ambassador of the United

States to the Organization of
American States (OAS), Luigi
Einaudi, visited IICA Headquarters
in February, during which time he
expressed his optimism regarding
the results obtained so far to execute
the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC), a strategy
coordinated by IICA in response to
a mandate of the ministers of
agriculture of the hemisphere.

He also noted the work carried out in
Latin America and the Caribbean by
IICA, as the specialized agency for
agriculture of the inter-American
system, adding that discussions on
the topic of agriculture, within the
Uruguay Round of the GATT, have
brought the United States and Latin
America closer together. "We are all
convinced," he added, "that if we
produce, we must be able to sell."

Photo/Rocio Escobar

Einaudi indicated that the “Initiative
for the Americas," launched last year
by U.S. President Bush to establish a
hemisphericfreetrade zone, provides
an opportunity to improve trade
relations between the United States
and Latin America.

ll The Ambassador of
\ the United States to
the Organization
of American States
& (OAS), Luigi Einaudi
(right) and the Director
General of IICA, Martin
E. Pineiro, study the
outlook for agricultural
reactivation in Latin
America and the
Caribbean.

During his visit, the ambassador met
with |[ICA's Director General, Martin
E. Pineiro; Deputy Director General.
L. Harlan Davis; Director of External
Relations, Jorge Werthein: and
Representative in Washington,
David Black.




PLANLAC Advances Steadily

d to deal with the
New proposals have been prepare ] !
pfiotiﬁes%srab//shed by the ministers of agriculture in

different sectoral fora.

ne anda half years afterthe PLANLAC was approved

by the ministers of agriculture of the hemisphere,
considerable progress has been made in executing the
Plan. Of the 77 proposals (hemispheric and subregional)
originally approved in this comprehensive development
strategy, 73 proposals remain, of which 10 are still in the
planning stage, feasibility studies are being conducted for
31, and 32 are currently under way.
Amere 18 months ago, 81 percentof the initiatives included
in the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Caribbean were in the idea stage,
feasibility studies had been conducted for another four per
cent and only 15 per cent were under way.

Because of the dynamics of the PLANLAC and develop-
ments inside and outside the region, some of the proposals
originally approved have undergone changes. Some proj-
ects, determined to be unfeasible, were eliminated, and
others were merged. At the same time, new projects are
being prepared which respond to new priorities, as ex-
pressed by the ministers of agriculture in various sectoral
fora.

All PLANLAC proposals are designed to promote agricul-
tural reactivation in the member countries. They seek to
boost participation and 1o modernize production and institu-
tions, while fostering equity and sustainability.

HEMISPHERIC PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS

Hemispheric Programs and projects are those involving all
ormost of the countries of the different subregions: Central,
Caribbean, Andean and Southern. In 1990, the following
Proposals were implemented and/or strengthened:

A IIQA/IDB Technical Unit to support countries in preparing
agricultural sector programs, which in turn serve as the
basis for loan requests. To this end, support was given to
Guatemala, Guyana, Nicaragua, Peru and Uruguay.

A Promotion of a program of reciprocal cooperation, inter.
national relations, institutional modernization and the
strengthening of research and technology transfer:

A Programof joint action forthe development and utilization
of agrobiotechnology, which seeks to develop and dissemi.
nate the theoretical and methodological bases for the for.
mulation and execution of policies, strategies and programs
related to biotechnology.

A Strengthening of rural development institutions.

A Cooperative Program on Research and Technology
Transfer for the South American Tropics (PROCITROP)-
COS).

PLANLAC IN THE SUBREGIONS

Regardingimplementation of the PLANLAC strategy forthe
Andean Area, which focuses on increasing agricultural and
agroindustrial supply, expanding demand, participating
more efficientlyinworld trade and enhancingthe production
capabilities of the small-farm economy, progress was made
in 1990 in the following projects:

A Regional project on agricultural policies in the Andean
area, headquartered in Colombia.

A Cooperative Agricultural Research Program for the An-
dean Subregion (PROCIANDINO).

A Supportingthe organization and management of technol-
0gy generation and transfer.

A Strengthening the Andean network of animal health
laboratories.

A Supporting the integrated control of fruit flies.
CARIBBEAN AREA

In the Caribbean, where the PLANLAC complements the
CARICOM Sector Programme, the following actions were
initiated or continued:

A Design of strategies for policy analysis, planning and
management in support of agricultural development.



Photor James R. Rudin

A Supporting the organization an
technology generation andtransfer sys
of the Eastern Caribbean

A Supporting the development of tro
Caribbean

A Strengthening farmers' organization
the OECS

A Surveillance and Monitoring of Animal
Diseases in the Caribbean (CARAPHIN)

A Institutional strengthening and promotion of interna-
tional cooperation for technological development in Haiti

A Supporting the development of livestock production
systems in Guyana and Suriname.

d management of
temsinthe countries

pical fruit crops in the
s in the countries of

and Plant

In the Central Area and Mexico, progress was made on
the following proposals:

A Harmonizing agricultural policies in the CORECA
countries

A Regional program to strengthen agricultural research
ori staple grains in Central America.

A Supporting the organization and managementof tech-
nology generation and transfer.

The PLANLAC sets forth specific strategies for Mexico
and Haiti. In Mexico, efforts focused on matters related
to foreign agricultural trade and scientific-technological
cooperation.

Inthe Southern Area, the following projects and programs
advanced during the year:

ASupporting the harmonization of agricultural policies
A Cooperative Program for the Development of Agricul-
tural Technology in the Southern Cone (PROCISUR)

A Program to strengthen the ministries of ggriculture in
activities related to foreign trade and integration

A Strengthening international agricultural emergency and
quarantine systems to facilitate livestock trade '

A Strengthening national plant protection services to
facilitate the trade of agricultural commodities

DISSEMINATION

As important as the progress made in executing PLANLAC
activities was that achieved in the vital areas of dissemina-
tion and financing where activities sought to spread the key
ideas of the Plan among the member countries and donor
and technical cooperation institutions, as well as among
IICA personnel.

Meetings were held with [ICA's technicians in the countries
andits Representatives to discuss the PLANLAC. Outside
the Institute, meetings to publicize the PLANLAC were held
in Brazil, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Nicaragua and
Uruguay. Special missions also traveled to donor countries
and agencies.

Regarding funding, 1990 was a year for taking preliminary
action to develop ideas and to make initial contacts for
securing external resources. During the year, IICA
continued to work closely with donor countries such as
Canada, member countries of the European Economic
Community, Finland, France, Japan, Korea, the
Netherlands, Spain, Sweden and the United States.

Contacts were also made with cooperation agencies such
as USAID, CIDA, IDRC, ORSTROM, GTZ, AECI and
CIRAD, among others. Working and cooperation
agreements were signed or are under
negotiation with several international
funding agencies such as the Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB),
the World Bank, the Andean Develop-
ment Corporation (CAF) and the Devel-
opment Fund of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries
(GREE)S

Also, support was provided in
organizing donor meetings in the four
operational regions of the PLANLAC.
The first will be held in Managua,
Nicaragua within the framework
of the United Nations Special Program
of Economic Cooperation for Central
America (PEC). The second,
coordinated by CARICOM, will take
place in Saint Lucia this June.

The PLANLAC strategy for the Caribbean includes aprojectto develop tropical fruitcrops.




Programs on th
our thousand young

F farmers from Costa
Rica and Ecuador will be the
initial beneficianes of a proj-
ect promoted by ICAandthe
Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Food of Spain
(MAPA) to increase the par-
ticipation of this segment of
:hc. populationin agriculture

This is the goal established
in the preliminary version of
the project, was prepared
during ameeting held at [ICA
A,.mg‘\a\m:-yors:rom February
22 and attended by offi-
ials from the ministnes of
griculture of Spain, Costa
ica and Ecuador as well as
by technical personnel from
[ICA. Also presentwere rep-
resentatives from the Inter-
American Development
Bank (IDB), the European
Economic Community
£EC), the International
Labour Organization (ILO),
the Inter-American Rural
Youth Advisory Council
(CAIJR) and the Agricultural
Credit Bank of Spain.
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The project will set up a fund
1o provide resources 10 500
small-scale and 280 me-
dium-scale rural enterprises

Costa Rica and Ecuador:

Project to Benefit

Four Thousan

over afour-year period. Fur-
thermore, at least 130 techm-
cians will receive training N
both Costa Rica and Ecua-
dor. Although the project will
cover all the countries of the
region, it will be launched in
Costa Rica and Ecuador.
The estimated cost of the
project is US$10 million.

The initiative will focus on
increasing business man-
agement skills in order to
strengthen the participation
of rural youthinthe socioeco-
nomic development of their
countries, ensuring the crea-
tion of new jobs and betterin-
comes.

The Agricultural Credit Bank
of Spain has broad experi-
ence in financing activities
with rural youth and could
pariially fundthe project, indi-
catedthe assistant director of
the bank, Elias Gomez, who
paricipated in the discus-
sions in order to obtain a
betier understanding of the

d Young Farmers

needs that existinthe benefi-
ciary countries.

ACTIVITIES

The preliminary version of
the project proposes two
types of activities: the first will
target rural young people liv-
ing in specific areas or re-
gions of each country, and
the second will concern insti-
tutional strengthening and
the modernization of perti-
nent institutions.

The target population must
be clearly identified. Project
specialists agree that the
ages could range from 16 to
30 years, and activities
shouldinclude both men and
women.

Beneficiaries should have at
least a primary educationand
the possibility of engaging in
production activities in their
communities. Rural enter-

prises that would be elegible
for funding include families,

Jesus Alvarez

associations, Cooperatiyeg

or other groups working with
rural youth.

Jesus Alvarez, a representa-
tive of the MAPA, indicateg
that it is still possible to pre-
vent the flight of human capi
tal from rural areas in Latin
America and therefore, "the
time is right for establishing

this type of programto attract

and motivate young peopleto
stay in the rural areas." He
also indicated that the de-
mocratization under way in
many of the countries of the
region offers optimum cond:
tions for implementing this
type of program.

The preliminary version of this prof
ect was prepared by officials from
the Ministries of Agriculturé ©
Spain, Costa Rica and Ecuador a5
well as by technical personnel from
IICA, with the participation of o 0*
cials from the IDB, the EEC, the ll-d:
the Inter-American Rural Youth An’-
visory Council (CAIJR) and the Ag
cultural Credit Bank of Spain:
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Ambassador of Spain to Costa Rica:

Tenth ICMA Provides an Opportunity

March - April, 1991

for Mutual Understanding and

strengthening  Ties between Latin America and Europe

"We are very pleased that the ministries of agriculture and lICA have given
us fh? opportunity to host this meeting for the first time outside the Latin
American hemisphere..."

hen asked to comment on the
W expectations for the upcoming
agricultural summit meeting, the
Ambassador of Spain in Costa Rica,
Alfonso Ortiz, stated that the Tenth
Inter-American Conference of
Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA), to be
held in Madrid this September,
provides an opportunity for mutual

Alfonso Ortiz,
Ambassador of Spain in Costa Rica
understanding and strengthening ties
between Latin America and Europe.

The diplomat indicated that this
meeting takes on greater importance
given the current world situation,
particularly because of the growing
trend to establish large economic and
political blocs, the most outstanding
example of which will be the establish-
ment of the Single European Market
in 1992,

According to Ambassador Ortiz, "We
are very pleased that the ministries of
agriculture and [ICA have given us the
opportunity to host this meeting for
the first time outside the Latin
American hemisphere, since this
indicates the great friendship and
understanding that exists between
the region and Spain."

The ambassador made it clear that
Spain does not intend to establish
itself as the sole link between Latin
America and Europe, although, he
added, "given our shared interests (...)
it serves as the best channel for
presenting concerns, mediating and
understanding and, finally, obtaining
positive results."

The meeting of the ministers of
agriculture of the hemisphere was
called by IICA and the Organization of
American States (OAS) and, at the
generous invitation of the Spanish
government, will be held in Madrid this
September 23-27 to discuss the topic
"Latin America and Caribbean
Agriculture and the International
Context of the Nineties: Strategies for
the Close of the Century."

Valuable Opportunity

According to the Spanish ambassador,
the Tenth ICMA will give the ministers of
agriculture of Latin America and the
Caribbean the opportunity to voice their
concerns prior to the establishment of
the Single European Market, and to
communicate directly with their
European counterparts.

Ortiz indicated that the European
Market represents 350 million
people "who now have strong
purchasing power." Nevertheless,
he indicated that negotiations
are still going on to solve
problems related to the access of
commodities.

The ambassadordid not provide any
information on the results of these
negotiations, but he pointed out
that the European Community
already participates in a number
of subregional economic and trade
agreements. For example, he cited
the recent agreements signed
with the countries of the Andean
Area, initiatives to provide support
to Central America, such as the
San Jose VII meeting held in
Managua in March, and similar
agreements with the so-called
Group of Eight.

He explained that "There are also
opportunities to bring Latin
American commodities into Europe
through the so-called Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP),
which provides for tariff reductions,
but which is not being taken
full advantage of."

Ortiz stated that, given the current
international context, Latin America
has a unique opportunity to boost the
process of integration. In closing,
he stated that "Today no
country should negotiate alone
with  economic powers or blocs

of nations."
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A ctivities leading up to the Tenth Inter-

American Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA) provide an excellent op-
portunity for Spain to strengthen its agricul-
tural cooperation with Latin America, indi-
cated Jose Alvarez, the Counsellor for Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food of the Spanish
Embassy in Costa Rica and for the rest of
Central America

According to Alvarez, Spain, as a whole, and the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, in particular, are extremely
pleased with the opportunity to host, for the first time, a
meeting which brings together the ministers of agriculture
of the hemisphere to discuss the most salient problems
related to the sector and to establish the strategies to be
followed in the 1930s.

The Spanish official explained that current economic and
political changes taking place in the world call for close
cooperation among the countries. "Spainis especially inter-
ested in achieving mutual understanding, particularly in light
of the historical ties that link us to Latin America." He added
that Spainis eagerto haveits experience as amemberofthe
European Economic Community (EEC) serve as a link
between Latin America and this economic bloc.

Alvarez added that the Tenth ICMA has become somewhat
of 2 “catalyst” for strengthening Spain's contacts and agri-
cultural cooperation projects in Latin America, since a
numberof important activities and meetings are being setup
10 take place prior to the meeting.

~ concrete example of this was the First Hispano-American
Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Development in Latin
Americz and the Caribbean, heldin Madridin June 1990 and
which served 1o generate ideas for the ICMA. Alvarez
indicated that “The meeting also provided an important
opporiunity for experis from Europe and the region to ex-

"Spain is especially interested in achiey-

Ing mutual understanding, particularly in

light of the historical ties thatlink us to Latin
merica".

Acgricultural Cooperation Strengthened
Between Spain and Latin America

change experiences and opinions on various topics relateg
to the agricultural sector.”

The Spanish official also mentioned that the Secong
Hispano-American Meeting, tobe heldat [ICA Headqu;mers
this April 8-9, "is @ continuation of last year's meetingr ang
that the main objective will be to discuss the working dog,.
ments to be presented during the ICMA in Madrid.

In Madrid, the ministers of agriculture of the hemisphere wj|
discuss the topic "Latin American and Caribbean Agriculture
and the International Context of the Nineties: Strategies for
the Close of the Century." Discussions will revolve around
three main topics: mm

changes in agroal-
imentary policies in the
new international con-
text, the Latin American
and Caribbean agenda
for the 1990s, and op-
portunities and needs
for international coop-
eration.

Another activity which & -
has helped strengthensg
Spain's cooperative‘%
ties with Latin America, &

said Alvarez, was a
seminar on rural youth, M_
recently held at IICA, to Jose Alvarez
design a program to incorporate rural youth into the process
19 modernize agriculture. The Spanish official also meq-
tioned the forthcoming implementation of a project on agr-
gulluralpolicyinformation analysis, which willinvolve the par
ficipation of the MAPA and receive funding from the Spanish
Ipternational Cooperation Agency (AECI). He also men-
tioned a seminar-workshop on agricultural documentati?n
that will make it possible for IICA and the countries of Lati
America to make contact with the Agricultural Technica
Centre of the European Community.
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IICA and GTZ Sponsor Photography Contest

on Agriculture ang the Environ

he Inter-American Insti-
T tute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (ICA) and the
Government of Germany,
through the German Agency for
Technical Cooperation (GTZ2),
will sponsor the 1991 [ICA/GTZ
pholography contest on the
subject of "Agriculture and
the Environment.”

The contest seeks to create
interestandinvolve society inthe
urgent task to protect natural
resources, a topic which will be
discussed by the ministers of
agriculture of Latin America
and the Caribbean during
the Tenth Inter-American
Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA).

Among other topics which out-

line anew role forthe agricultural
sector in Latin America and the
Caribbean in the next century,

the agricultural summit will ad-
dress "Agriculture and the con-
servation of natural resources in Latin
America and the Caribbean.”
Discussions will focus on developing
a regional strategy that accommo-
dates both the appropriate use and
management of natural resources
and the need to increase agricultural
production and productivity.

The lICA/GTZ contest is open to all
amateur and professional photogra-
phers residing in IICA member
countries, including those affiliated
with public and private institutions
and agencies, Contest rules are
available at the IICA Offices in
the countries. The deadline for the
delivery of entries is June 28, 1991.

Erizes will be awarded in two catego-
ries: color and black and white. In

each category, first prize will be
US$2,000.00; second prize will be
US$1,000.00 and third prize
US$500.00. As photographs will be
judged onthe basis of their descriptive
qualities and the impact of their
message, each original photograph
is to be accompanied by a brief
description of its subject and its
geographic location.

The works will be judged in August
at lICA Headquarters in San Jose,
Costa Rica by a panel of well-known
professionals in the field of
photography selected by IICA

and GTZ.

Award-winning photographs and
others selected by the jury for
exhibition will be displayed at the

ment

Tenth Inter-American Confer-
ence of Ministers of Agriculture
and the Sixth Inter-American
Board of Agriculture, to be
held concurrently in Spain.
Subsequently, they will be
exhibited in several [ICA
member countries.

The Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA)
recently approved funding for a
book containing the selected
photographs.

IICA, whichwas foundedin 1942,
is the specialized agency for
agriculture of the inter-American
system. Its objectives are to
stimulate, promote and support
cooperation among its 32
Member States in order to
achieve agricultural develop-
ment and rural well-being. The
GTZ is a public organization of
the Government of the Federal
Republic of Germany which
plans and implements official
technical cooperation projectsin  de-
veloping countries.

This is the second international
photography contest sponsored by
IICA. The first contest, on the theme
of rural women, was held in 1989
and has been qualified a great
success. That contest was co-spon-
sored by the Radio Nederland
Training Centre (RNTC) of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands. The
first prize was awarded to Noel
Norton, from Trinidad, in the color
category, and Julie Anne Coimbra,
from Brazil, in the black and white
category. Canada will also provide
funding for the upcoming publication
of a book containing the best
photographs from the contest.
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Appointment Book Published by Spanish Ministry

of Agriculture Makes Refe

Food,Spain.

The Tenth ICMA "should serve to strengthen and

enhance our traditional relations O . ,
Carlos Romero, Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and

rence To Tenth ICMA

f cooperatioon":

T he appointment book published by the Ministry of Ag-

riculture, Fisheries and Food of Spain (MAPA) for this
year was dedicated to the Tenth Inter-American Conference
of Ministers of Agriculture.

The publication, whose cover bears a replica of the poster
publicizing the summit meeting, contains an introduction by
the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food of Spain,
Carlos Romero Herrera, as well as socioeconomic informa-
tion on the American hemisphere, Spain and the European
Economic Community (EEC), in addition to sociopolitical
data.

In his introduction, the minister recalls that it was only four
years ago that Spain joined the EEC, and that since theniits
agroalimentary sector has improved notably. He also de-
scribes the challenges and opportunities presented by a
single European market, and the concomitant need to ex-
pand Spain's relations with other areas of the world, espe-
cially Latin America. According to Romero, "All of this justi-
fies and explains the Latin American focus of this agenda,
particularly since we will host the Tenth ICMA in our country
this year. This important meeting, which will be held on the
eve of the 1992 celebrations, should serve to strengthen and
enhance our traditional relations of cooperation.” The Gov-
ernment of Spain generously offered, through its Minister of

Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, to hostthe Tenth ICMA ang
the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Boarg of
Agriculture (IABA), which willbe heldin the Congress Halliy
Madrid. This is the second time that the ICMA and IABA wil
meet concurrently, the first time having been in Ottawg,
Canada, in 1987.

The MAPA appointment book also includes data on Spain's
cooperation activities in Latin America, especially through
multilateral and bilateral agricultural cooperation projecls.
Multilateral projects are those executed by international
agencies and institutions in which Spain plays a major pan.
Bilateral projects are executed by the Spanish International
Cooperation Agency (AECI), through the |bero-American
Cooperation Institute (ICl) and the MAPA, within the frame-
work of joint committees. At the multilateral level, mention
must be made of Spain's cooperation with IICA. The
cooperationbetween lICA and the Government of Spainhas
led to seminars on topics such as the European Common
Agricultural Policy and cooperation for development an
other issues involving agriculture, fisheries and rural devel
opment, and has made it possible for senior [ICA officials 1o
participate in human resources training programs at the
Spanish Ministry. Nevertheless, to date, the most outstand:
ing example of Spain's cooperation with lICA is the decision

Activities Leading Up to the Conference

to hold the Tenth ICMA in Madrid.

will study the implications of results

IICA/IDB WORKING MEETING

T his meeting will be held in

Washington, D.C., from May 2-
3, with the participation of officials
from IICA and the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB). The goal

of the meeting is to exchange views
and to reach a consensus on the prin-
cipal political and economic changes
taking place in the world and their
impactonthe agroalimentary situation
of Latin America and the Caribbean.
Among other topics, the participants

reached in the Uruguay Round o
the GATT, the impact of the new AY"
ricultural Law, changes in the Gom*
mon Agricultural Policy (CAP) and
the dynamics involved in establish:
ing blocs as well as their effect on
our region.

_/



programs on the March

Director General of TICA:
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Opening of Economies Must Benefit Small-Scale Farmers in Central America

ccording to the Director General of IICA, Manin E

Pifeiro, the modernization of agriculture and the
expansion of production expected to take place during the
1990sin response to the opening up of the economies must
also benefit small-scale farmers in Central America.

puring @ meeting held at the headquarters of the
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
(IICA), Pineiro and senior officials from rural development
and agrarian reform agencies from Central America and
the Dominican Republic studied the new economic and
political context and its effect on the small-farm economy
of the region. During the meeting, the government repre-
sentatives approved the final version of a project designed
to convert 729 rural settlements into rural enterprises
(see page 12).

Pineiro stated that the first element is the opening up of the
economies taking place in the countries of Latin America
and, particularly, in Central America. According to the
Director General of IICA, this opening up is "inevitable" -
without taking into consideration whether it is a negative or
positive process- in light of changes that are taking place
within the international context, and the economic policy
decisions being made by the governments of the countries
themselves.

"From the point of view of agriculture," he added, "we must
understand its inevitability and prepare ourselves to
respond to and live with these processes, which will have
an important impact on the rural poor." The Director
Generalindicated that ways must be found to help the small-
farm economy adapt to these new economic conditions.

Pifeiro identified the second element as the need for
greater pariicipation by Central America in international
trade, through increased agricultural exports. "We must
ensure that small-scale farmers also benefit from the
modemization and expansion of production resulting from
international trade.” The Director General poimeq out that
agricultural export activities in Central America have
traditionally been tied to large enterprises and have
overlooked small-farm economies. “The challenge," h'e
indicated, *is in not repeating the errors committed in
the past "

he need to
ough joint

Within the political context, Piheiro mentioned t
face the challenges of small-farm economies thr

actions of the countries, and he voiced his optimism with
regard to the new possibilities provided by a renewed
integration process in Central America.

Inreferringtothe renewal, in 1989, of the Training and Study
Program on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development for
the Central American Isthmus and the Dominican Republic
(PRACA), the Director General described the program
as a concrete, important instrument for the integration
of Central America, a process which will be expanded in
the near future. Pifieiro explained that the expansion of
intra-regional trade will soon be discussed in Central
America, especially with regard to foodstuffs, including
basic grains, which are usually produced on small farms.

He also mentioned the summit meetings of Central
American presidents as another positive aspect which
constitute a new mechanism for dialogue, reaching
agreement and work at the subregional level. The Director
General highlighted the agreement to hold a Central
American agricultural summit, which "would be a landmark
meeting, and would provide new opportunities for those
of use whoworkinthe sectorandwho believe inthe potential
of the sector to reactivate our economies."

Pifheiro also mentioned the renewed concern for poverty,
particularly rural poverty, which inrecent years has not been
of major concern to the developed world. He gave the
example of the United States' new approach to Central
America, which strongly emphasizes the ties between
development and democracy.

He also mentioned that recently the topic of environmental
protection is being linked to the topic of poverty,
since over exploitation of natural resources is associated
with rural poverty. “Linking these two topics can be
a powerful tool in seeking external resources for
development, and gives a greater sense of urgency to
the topic than if argued solely from the agricultural point
of view."

Finally, Pifeiro suggested that officials from the rural
development and agrarian reform agencies seek ways
to reform the public sector, making it more decentralized
and active, in order to become more efficient and
flexible in responding to the legitimate needs of the
population.
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JICA's Assistant Deputy Director General for
Operations, Alfonso Cebreros (left), the Minister
of Agranan Reform of Nicaragua, Gustavo
Tablada (center) and the Director General of

JICA, Martin E. Pineiro, at the inaugural session
of the meeting

Agricultural Sector Meeting of t.hﬁ
Central American Governments wnt.

Cooperating Governments anq lnSt‘||_|
tutions, called by the PEC, which Wi

be held in Nicaragua, April 11-12.

Honduras was unanimously selected
to serve as headquarters for the Pro-
gram. The fact that several other
countries showed interest in serving
as Program headquarters was taken
as a clear indication of the importance
of the initiative.

BENEFICIARIES

The inhabitants of settlements make
up an important sector of the rural
populations of the countries participat-
inginthe Program. In Nicaragua, 29%
of the population lives in settlements;
in the Dominican Republic, approxi-
mately 20%; in El Salvador, some
13%: and in Honduras, around 10%.

Central America and the Dominican Republic:
Rural Development Institutes Give

Priority to Settlement Project

enior officials from rural devel-
S opment and agrarian reform
agencies of Central America and the
Dominican Republic gave their politi-
cal support o a project to reorganize
728 settlementsinto rural enterprises,
with funding from the United Nations
Special Program of Economic Coop-
eration for Central America (PEC).

During a meeting held at IICA Head-
quariers on February 15, the officials
approved the final version of a pro-
gram 1o strengthen and consolidate
rural settlements in Central America,
Panama and the Dominican Repub-
lic, at an estimated cost of US$100
million. This initiative, formulated by
lICA in cooperation with the benefici-
ary countries, will be presented as a
high priority project during the First
12

There are 6,240 rural settlements in
the subregion, distributed over 2.8
million hectares. They house 362,800
families (more than 1.8 million
people). Seven hundred twenty-nine
settlements will be targeted for Pro-
gram activities.

According to the experts, indicators
show that the settlements have signifi-
cant production potential, both in
terms of the land and the labor avail-
able, which can be greatly improved
through the allocation of financial re-
sources and by providing manage-
ment training to small-scale farmers,
The aim s to transform this group into
“small rural entrepreneurs,” and en-
able them to participate more actively
and efficiently in development, and. at
the same time, increase the incon";es

N

of the rural poor. This initiatiye to
velop rural enterprises is pap o e-
regional initiatives boosting inte |
tion: the Plan of Joint Action fo, sr - 3
cultural Reactivation in Latin ap, g
and the Caribbean (PLANLAC) L
execution of which is Coordinate’d t)e
[ICA, and the Training and Stugy Pro
gram on Agrarian Reform anq g X
Development for the Centrg| Ameri.
can Isthmus and the Dominican Re.
public (PRACA). The Program wil
also helpimplement production activj-
ties, in response to the call for integra.
tion by the ministers of agricultyre of
the region during the presidentia
summit meeting held in Antigua,
Guatemala, in June 1990, where it
was reaffirmed that integration is the
region's best option for development

efiCa

urg|

The Program will benefit small-scale
farmers by financing production activi-
ties and, at the same time, by contrib-
uting to achieving food security and
regionalintegration, asrecommended
by the ministers of agriculture ofthere-
gion on many occasions.

Activities will be carried out on the
regional and national levels. Atthe
national level, the Programwillinvolve
investment projects, while at the re-
gional level, the Program will operate
through the Secretariat of PRACA.
One of its principal functions will befo
provide training to technicians and -
outreach agents, as part of the techni-
cal cooperation |ICA offers to PRACA
member countries. Institutions in-
volved in agrarian reform and the ural
development of the Isthmus, [ICAand
the Central American Bank for ECO"
nomic Integration (CABEI) will bé in
charge of promoting and executing!®

Program. i

m——

The Program will benefit smél{’)/::
scale farmers by funding P
duction activities and training:
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Mexico and Central America:
Training in Communications for Professionals Responsible for Pesticide Use

Tl F E ) 1
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rofessionals from  ministries

and public institutions in
Mexico, Central Ame.rica and
panama who are responsible for the
appropriateA use of pesticides
anicipated in a 10-vyee!< course-
orkshop on communications, held
at IICA Headqugngrs, The activity
100k place \_Nlthln the project
»communications Applied to
Education and Rural Development
in Latin America and the Caribbean,"
jointly executed by lICA and the
Radio Nederland Training Center
(RNTC).

The course-workshop was divided
into seven theoretical-practical
modules: policies, use and manage-
ment of pesticides; planning commu-
nications and message analysis;
educational campaigns; printed
materials; teaching aids; production
of radio programs; and tests and
validation. This structure enabled 12
participants to systematize and
acquire communication tools to work
more efficiently with small-scale
farmers, and to strengthen
educational activities related to
policies and the use and manage-
ment of pesticides.

lICA's Agricultural Health Program

Photo/Rocio Escobar

pants learn to use new
small-scale farmers.

was in charge of the module on pesti-
cide management, during which the
nature of these products, their effect
on the environment, legal standards
and regulations and problems caused
by improper use were analyzed.

The Director of the Inter-American
Agricultural Documentation and
Information Center (CIDIA) of IICA,
Jose Nagel, stated that the course-
workshop was part of [ICA-RNTC
joint efforts to integrate communica-
tions into rural development efforts.
According to Nagel, "We are
interested not only in preparing good
messages, but also in making sure

# s g £ 1N 4
unications tools in order to work more efficiently with

that these messages reach the rural
population.” Jose Perez, head of
the IICA-RNTC project, indicated
that in three years more than 2,000
extension agents, agronomists,
veterinarians, educators, project
chiefs and farmers, among others,
have received training in the use
of communications. Lastly, Jerry
Fowler, Director of ICA's Agricultural
Health Program, stressed the
importance of the training, as it
provides support to educational
activities carried out by countries on
the proper use of pesticides.

T he Cooperative Program on
Research and Technology
Transfer for the South American
Tropics (PROCITROPICOS) went into
effect upon Brazil's signature of the agreement on
February 27.

The objective of PROCITROPICOS is to establish the
conditions and ensure the means for reciprocal support
and coordinated action among the national agricultural
fésearch institutions of the eight participating countries
and IICA for work to be carried out in the tropical
Subregions of the Amazon Basin that have the greatest
Potential for developing sustainable agriculture.
Nly Brazil's ratification of the agreement was pending,
since IICA and the other member countries of this

Tultinational endeavor had already done so (Bolivia,
riname and

Olombia,

Ecuador, Guyana, Peru,
enezuela),
g

”§é@nnah Th?” will receive differentiated technical

PROCITROPICOS Goes Into Effect

Murillo Xavier Flores, President of the Brazilian Institute of
Agricultural Research (EMBRAPA), signed the agreement.
The ceremony, held at EMBRAPA headquarters, was
attended by the Director of IICA's Technology Generation
and Transfer Program, Eduardo Trigo; the Acting IICA
Representative in Brazil, Hugo Torres; IICA specialist Rufo
Bazan and technicians from EMBRAPA.

PROCITROPICOS will cover 73.7% of the territory of the
eight countries (approximately 10 million square kilome-
ters), which includes three ecosystems of very different
characteristics having great agricultural potential: the
Amazon humid tropics, the foothills and the plains and




The Role of Harmonized.Agriculturd
Policies in Central American Integration

n important aspect of the cur-

rent political situation in Cen-
tral America is the progress made in

establishing democratic regimes in
the region and in searching for nego-
tiated solutions to conflicts.

A

This, together with international de-
velopments, has given rise to a
change in approach in the region and
has sparked renewed interest in eco-
nomic integration. Agreements to in-
tegrate markets reached among indi-
vidual countries or blocs of countries
-both in the North and the South -,
have heightened this interest.

Atthe same time, the need to address

Efforts are being made to form a
more stable market for Central
American products.

JEQOOST 0190Y/010Ud

Reynaldo Pérez (*)

economic and social issues at Fhe
national level throughout the region
has led to the development of new
mechanisms for solving common
problems (meetings of presidents,
vice presidents, ministers and joint
forums).

Furthermore, there is increased inter-
est on the part of international agen-
cies, which are coordinating actions to
boost cooperation for the economic
and social development of Central
America.

As a result of the clear and ever more
successful negotiations for solving
political-military conflicts, a number of
new initiatives have come about.

International cooperation agencies
are now interested in promoting sus-
tained economic development and in
solving the most pressing social prob-
lems considered to be the root of insta-
bility in the region.

Noteworthy efforts have been made to
form a more stable market for Central
American products; one that goes
beyond the quotas established for
certain products in the U.S. market
and under the Caribbean Basin Initia-
tive. Eventhough the overallproposal
for cooperation is currently being pro-

(*) Secretary for Coordination of the Regional Council for Ag-
ricultural Cooperation in Central America, Mexico, Panama
and the Dominican Republic (CORECA).
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" ... the need to address €co-
nomic and social issues at the
national level throughout the
region ..."

moted only with Mexico, before long
the countries of Central America will
surely be discussing their integration
into broader markets.

The above, combined with EEC col-
laboration in forming a fully Central
American market, provides a modem
and competitive agriculture with tre-
mendous opportunity.

In this regard, the PLANLAC was cor-
rect in proposing that the moderniza- -
tion of production and access to mar-
kets are essential to reactivation.
Central America now has clearer op-
tions. In light of increased opportuni- -
ties for the region at the international
level, and negotiations to solve foreigfl
debt problems, the challenge for agn-
culture is even greater.

—

"... the PLANLAC was correct
in proposing that the modern'-
zation of production and ac
cess to markets are essentia
to reactivation ..."
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From the institutional
oint of view, harmoni-
zation s the phase of
PLANLAC activities
which  enables the
countries to work to es-
tablish common  rules
and  regulations to
facilitate trade and
technological integra-
tion in the region.

Agriculture's role will depend greatly
on the degree to which the countries
respond to the following challenges:
I. the national institutions must be
able to work together in joint
subregional actions, II. well-planned
national macroeconomic policies
must be formulated, and lll. agree-
ments to engage in complementary
production will be required among
the countries.

Along these lines, the efforts of the
countries should be guided by two
basic objectives: [. to increase
intra-regional trade as the basis
for food security and II. to place
more agricultural exports on
international markets.

The governments of the countries,
which before had little faith that the
agricultural sector could have a
Serious effect on economic
feactivation, now look to the
agricultural-agroindustrial  complex
asafocal point for accumulation. In
“‘e‘ﬂrategy for development of the
*®gion, a reactivated agriculture
“mbined with increased industriali-
Zlion has a key role.

To achieve this, joint efforts have
begn undertaken, the first result of
whuf:h has been the formation of
National Technical Committees to
harmonize policies and strengthen
mst.itutions at the national and
regional levels. Harmonization of
national policies in this context
means establishing  ongoing
dialogue between agricultural and
economic authorities for consultation
ON macroeconomic policies affecting
the agricultural sector. Atthe regional
level, this process is more complex in
that it involves legal questions and
the harmonization of the legislation
of different countries.

In strictlyteohvhical terms, harmoniza-
tion is a process that contributes
to connecting the different linkages
arising from economic integration
and to establishing interdependent
rules governing intra- and
extra-regional trade.

From the institutional point of view,
harmonization is the phase of
PLANLAC activities which enables
the countries to work to establish

common rules and regulations to
facilitate trade and technological

integration in the region, and t'o
foster dialogue between economic
and agricultural authorities.

The National Technical Committees
are headed by the vice ministers
of agriculture and made up of
senior economic government
authorities.  This is the most
appropriate forum for the harmoniza-
tion of policies. These committees,
which have been established in
each of the countries of Central
America, as well as in Panama,
receive ongoing assistance from
IICA. Initially, the committees are
addressing four issues: sanitary
standards, technological integration,
quality control and trade information
systems.

The work of the committees has
received the firm political support
of the ministers of agriculture, who
have set the guidelines for their
work including the organization of
a summit meeting of Central
American presidents this April.

Efforts are
currently being
made to place
more agricul-
tural exports on
international
markets.



Action in the Countries

[ICA Identifies Areas for Cooperation
in Reactivating Agriculture in Haiti

ICA recently identified areas in which it can work with Haiti in reaclivat.ing
I the country's agricultural sector, and in the coming weeks .WI]| submit g
proposal to authorities of the new government there. L. Harlan Davis, Dgputy Di-
rector General of IICA, explained that a preliminary document contalnlng the
details of the proposal has already been drawn up and will serve as the basis for
conversations with government officials.

recently participatedinthe inauguration of the government of President Jean
rand Aristide. Davis, alongwith the IICA Representative in Haiti, Jan Hurwitch,

Is of other institutions of the inter-American system, analyzed new
ntinitiatives intended to benefit the six million inhabitants of this island
o of whom live in extreme poverty.
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According to Davis, lICA is considering cooperating in a programto conserve and
improve natural resources. Because of severe deforestation in Haiti, erosion has
reached extreme levels and forests cover only 2% of the land. Another objective
is to increase the incomes of small-scale farmers and create more employment in
the rural sector, inasmuch as these farmers account for 85% of the production of
basic grains and exports. Some 5.5 million Haitians earn their livingin agriculture,
earning an average annual income of barely US$100.

The technical cooperation IICA currently provides to Haiti includes a project
designed 1o increase the incomes of small-scale coffee growers by upgrading
productivity. Coffee production in Haiti has declined over the last fifteen years,
falling from 625,000 sacks in 1963, to only 200,000 in 1990. According to Davis,
nowever, this sector shows great potential, and its improvement will make it
possible 10 increase the incomes of small-scale growers. In addition, it will be
necessary 10 modernize public institutions associated with the agricultural sector.

The Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC) includes a specific strategy for Haiti, which makes an in-
depth study of problems affecting rural areas and small-scale farmers, and makes
concrete proposals 10 enhance development of the small-farm economy.

A project for institutional strengthening and the
tion for technological development is current
participating in a survey to determine the cur
forthe generation and transfer of agricultural
Caribbean Animal and Plant Health Informa
initiative that receives financial support from
ment Agency (CIDA), and which seeks to fa
on the incidence of plant diseases and pes

promotionofinternational coopera-
y under way, and 40 institutions are
rent situation in the national system
technology. In 1990, Haiti joined the
tion Network (CARAPHIN), an lICA
the Canadian International Develop-
cilitate the exchange of information
ts in this subregion,
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Trinidad and Tobago:
Course Offereq on

Video Production

U nder the auspices of the

IICA-RNTC project, Nine-
teen professionals from Trinidag
and Tobago participated recently
in a course entitled "Planning and
Management of Communications
for Video Production" on the cam-
pus of the University of the West
Indies, in St. Augustine.

The participants, including mam.
bers of the Agricultural Extension
Department of the School of
Agronomy of that university and
representatives of national instity-
tions in charge of extension pro-
grams and rural development,
became more familiar with the use
of videos in their work with small
farmers.

The course consisted of seven

units, both theoretical and practi-
cal, which focused on topics such :
as "Communications for Rural De- |
velopment,” "Institutions and the |
Public," "Videos as an Educational |

Tool" and "The Video Production |
Process."

The Dean of the School of Agron- |
omy, Lawrence Wilson; the Head |
of the Agricultural Extension De- |
partment, Joe Sepeepersad and
the lICA Representative in Trinidad |
and Tobago, Joan Wallace, pattici-
patedinthe opening session of the | -
event. The course was taught by |-
Marco Polo Torres, head of IICA'S |
Communications Division, and |
Marijke Haanraadts, of the Radio
Nederland Training Center |
(RNTC).




ccording to the

Secretary of the
Regional Council. fc?r
Agricultural Cooperation in
central America, M?){ICO,
panama and the Dominican

The initiative g also g part
of thg Strategy for Central
Amgnca of the Plan of Joint
Actloq for Agricultural
Reaqtlvation in  Latin
America ang the Caribbean

€xception of Guatemala
where work s currently
under way to establish such
a committee. Guatemalan
officials preferred to begin
their efforts after the new

Progress Made in Harmonizing
Agricultural Policies in Central America

Republic ~ (CORECA),
Reynaldo Perez, the
ministries of agriculture haye
made good progress in
harmonizing agricultural
policies in Central America,
in keeping with the spirit  of
integration expressed during
the presidential summit
meeting held in Antigua,
Guatemala, in June 1990.

This process, supported by
IICA through a project
to harmonize agricultural
policies in CORECA
countries, seeks to integrate
the agricultural sectors of
the subregion. CORECA
is the sectoral forum
for the Central American
isthmus, Mexico, Panama

(PLANLAC). The PLANLAC,
Prepared by [ica in
collaboration with ts
Member States and other
international agencies, is a
comprehensive strategy to
promote sustainable devel-
opment with equity.

The harmonization of the
policies is the responsibility
of National Technical
Committees, presided over
by the deputy ministers of
agriculture and made up
of senior officials from the
economic sector of each
country, such as the
ministries of the economy,
the treasury, planning and
the Central Bank. According
to Perez, these committees
have been set up in all the
member countries, with the

government was
in January.

installed

Subcommittees in each
country are in charge of
specific topics such as
agricultural health and
technology, as well as other
matters the responsibility
for which is shared with the
economic sector.

Perez added that "as policies
are harmonized, agriculture
will suffer less from the
negative effects of economic
policies."

He indicated that four major
subject areas are being
analyzed in the process
to harmonize agricultural
policies: plant and animal
health regulations and

procedures, quality stan-
dards for intra-regional and
international trade, market
information systems, and
technological development.
IICA will support the work
of the committees by
strengthening its Offices in
the countries.

By harmonizing agriculture
policies, Perez added,
Central America will achieve
a level of technological
integration that eliminates
duplication in research and
other related actions. It
will improve the flow of
intra-regional trade.

Lastly, the Secretary of
Coordination of CORECA
explained that the harmoni-
zation of agricultural and
food security policies seeks
to increase the region's
self-sufficiency and boost
production complemen-
tarity. "These are medium-
term tasks, and integration
is a sure route to  accom-
plishing these goals. The
task of harmonizing policies
is one of integration,” he
concluded.

and the Dominican
Republic.
s

that operate in the area.

CA consultant, Jean Francois Christin.

Minister of Agriculture of El Salvador Visits IICA

uring a visit to the IICA Office in El
Salvador, the Minister of Agriculture,
Antonio Cabrales, highlighted the technical
Cooperation the Institute provides to his country,
particularly with regard to the harmonization of
agricultural policies. “IICA," he stated, "is our
Organization, with which we fully identify.” He
also called for greater coordination among
Cooperation agencies and financial institutions
In the photograph,
accompanied by officials of MAG and IICA tech-
Niciang (standing), are the Technical Director of
PSA-MAG, Mercedes Llort; IICA's Represen-
tative jn g Salvador, Mariano  Olazabal; the
Minister of Agriculture, Antonio Cabrales; and

~




ICA and the
I government of

agreement that gov-

e;ns the operation of

the Institute in that country, wher.e
technical cooperation actions will
aim to build a modern agricullgral
sector that guarantees better living
conditions for agroexporters as well
as small-scale farmers.

The document was signed in San-
tiago by the Director General of
4 C»A Mémn E. Pifeiro and the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, Enrique
Silva Cimma, during a ceremony
attended by Chilean experts Jorge
Ramsay and Jose Marull, personnel
emeritus of the Institute.

The Director General of IICA de-
scribed the agreement as "very gen-
erous” since it will serve as a useful

IICA and Government of Chile
Chile signed abasi6 g3 o1y Basic Agreement

instrument for working with offi-
cials from the ministry of agricul-
ture to support national efforts to
modernize the agricultural sector.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Chile stated that the agreement is
especially important for his coun-
try, since it comes at a time when
the agricultural sector has contin-
ued to develop and shown strong
growth in production, marketing
and fruit and vegetable exports.

Silva Cimma called attention to
[ICA's role in reactivating the agri-
cultural sector of Chile and the re-
gion as a whole.

IICA Present at Inauguration  n 199 the tech-

nical cooperation

of New President in Guatemala provided by the

n official delegation from IICA
A recently attended the inaugu-
ration of the President of Guatemala,
Jorge Serrano. Representing the In-
stitute were the Director of External
Relations, Jorge Werthein; the Advyi-
sor 1o the Director General on Central
American Integration, Rodolfo Mari-
nez Ferrate andthe IICA Representa-
tive in Guatemala, Mariano Segura.
The delegation delivered greetings
from the Director General 1o officials
of the new government and discussed
with them technical cooperation cur-
rently being carried out and new ac-
livities designed to promote agricul-
tural and rural development.
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IICA Office in

Guatemala em-
phasized two strategic lines of ac-
tion: agricultural policy analysis
andplanning, and organization and
management for rural develop-
ment. In this regard, the Office
helped promote agricultural sector
policies and prepare documents on
macroeconomic management. An
assessment of the institutions in-
volved in rural development was
made, and supportwas givento the
Agricultural Representatives' Pro-
gram, the system of farmers' mar-
kets. IICA also cooperated in for-
mulating food security policies,
Guatemala benefits from some of
IICA's multinational projects, such

New Coordinatoy
of Action in Cogt
Assumes Post

of Plan
a Rigy

o n February 11 Hector M
rales, who served ¢ I i
Representative in Mexico for the ]C
four years, assumed his & ast
Coordinator of the Plan of Actionas
Costa Rica. i

Morales, who is an agricultyr
neer holding a Ph.D. in Economics
explained that IICA woulg focus “s’
technical cooperation in Costa Rica

on rural development, marketing ang
research.

al engi_

He added that the Institute's five Pro-
grams - Agricultural Policy Analysis
and Plan-
ning, Tech-
nology
Generation
and Trans-
fer, Organi- %55
zation and =
Manage-
ment: for &
Rural De-
velopment,
Marketing

and Agroindustry and Agn'cultural‘

Hector Morales

in close collaboration with his Office.

would also be working in coordinating

goal of coordination s to contribute 19
the success of proposals to reacti- |
vate agriculture."

as PROMECAFE, relevant to theTi;T:: k
provement of coffee cultivation, and :

(
FINIO, which seeks to develop t.’f;gzr
areas shared by Honduras, El 53
and Guatemala.

Health - would operate in Costa Rica | -

Morales explained that his Office |

multinational projects, stating "The |




Publications

Tropical Root and
Tuber Crops

Cutny,

O p =

Y TUBEe& RAT
TROBEULOS

L

s book, inits second, uis-
gated and revised edition,
discusses a great variety of
tropical species such as
cassava, taro, yams, sweet
potatoes and ulluco, among
others, and their enorimous
potential as

products thatcan ne us

raw materizis 1130
stressed is ‘nntant
role they can [ saiving
problems relate smploy-
ment, unempioyment and

land tenure in developing
countries.

The book was written by
Alvaro Montaldo, an
agronomical engineer and
science professor, with
broad experience as a
university professor and
researcher. Itis divided into
four chapters that discuss
general considerations on
tropical roots and tubers, as
well as the specific charac-
leristics of each plant:
agronomical, nutritional and
Industrial. The first chapter
éxamines the importance
of these crops and the
potential they represent for
the development of the
American tropics.  The

second and third chapters
cover species that are culti-
vated in warm, cool and cold
climates, while the last chap-
ter covers species grown in
Africa, Asia and the Pacific
islands, some cultivated lo-
cally and others that grow in
the wild and can be used as
food reserves in years of low
production.
|

IICA Publishes

"Sustainable Develop-
ment: A Guide to
Our Common Future"
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ICA, CATIE ,

Reprint j
Recently, IICA published

the Spanish version of the
book entitled Sustainable
Development: A Guide to Our
Common Future. It presents
the final document of three
years of work of the World
Commission on Environment
and Development, set up
by the United Nations
General Assembly in 1983.

The Brundtland Report, or
Our Common Future as the
Commission document is

called, was used as the basis
for discussions on sustain-
able development by devel-
oped and developing
countries. Given the interest
generated by the book, IICA
decided to reprint the book,
this time in  Spanish. IICA,
in collaboration with  the
Tropical Agriculture Re-
search and Training Center
(CATIE), reprinted the book
as a contribution to the
Centre for Our Common
Future, headquartered in
Geneva, Switzerland and
was authorized by the Oxford
University Press, of Great
Britain, and The Global To-
morrow Coalition, headquar-
tered in the United States.

The prologue of the book
indicates that the Report
of the World Commission on
Environment and Develop-
ment “"creates a global
agenda forchange: change
in the way we think about
poverty, economic growth,
environmental degradation

and industrialization.”

Producticn and Food Secu-
rity; Species: Living Natural
Resources; Energy Choices;
Industry: New Challenges;
Urban Pressures; Managing
The Commons; Peace,
Security, Development, and
Environment; and Towards
Common Action: Legal
and Institutional Change.
It also includes sections on
the World Commission on
Environment and Develop-
ment and worldwide
reactions to the report.

B e P S ]
Normative Frame-
work of Agricultural
Sector Policies

Volume |: Laws

IICA Office in Uruguay
Ministry of Livestock,
Agriculture and Fisheries,
Uruguayan Institute of
Agrarian Law of the School of
Law and Social Sciences

instrument that :;s;' D
by university professionals,
administrators, students
and others interested in
agriculture.

The book is divided into
16 chapters that address
major topics pertaining to
agricultural policies. Policies
related to livestock and
agriculture, the key topics,
are discussed in the
first place.
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IICA in the News

® |n a recent edition, the
French journal CULTIVAR
published an interview with
the Director of the Center for
Programs and Investment
Projects (CEPPI) of IICA,
Fernando Dall'Acqua, who
discussed the liberalization
of agricultural trade and its
impact on poor countries. In
order to compensate for the
negative effects, developing
countries will need the help of
the world banking system
and a reduction in their
external debts.

eration

Upcoming activities

* Donor Meeting for
the Caribbean

June 6-7

Saint Lucla

In response to agreements reached
during the last meeting of the Inter-
American Board of Agriculture, CARI-
COM will hold a meeting, co-spon-
sored by lICA, during which a package
of projects related to the Caribbean
Community Plan for Agricultural De-
velopment will be submitted to donor
agencies and countries. With aviewto
securing funding, initiatives will be

20

Trinidad and Tobago,
Uruguay

B The ’press of Trinidad
and Tobago and Uruguay
underscored the fact that ag-
research
tions of Latin America andthe
Caribbean will have to make
changes if they are to con-
tinue to play a strategic role. ds

ricultural

This statement was made by
the Director of IICA's Pro-
gram on Technology Gen-

Eduardo Trigo, in a docu-
ment on national agricultural
technology generation and

transfer

1990s, quoted

pe of Trinidad Guardian.

cause national

Uruguay).

institu- | Salvador,

Costa Rica

and Transfer,

submitted for topics in which the Insti-
tute is recognized as an authority and
which are included in the PLANLAC,
such as the harmonization of agricul-
tural policies, the establishment of ties
between Latin America and the Carib-
bean and the strengthening of small-

farmer organizations. Prior to this
meeting, from April 18-19, a seminar
onthe PLANLAC in the Caribbean will
be conducted in Trinidad and Tobago
to disseminate the proposals of this:
comprehensive strategy and to pro-
rpote coordination with otherorganiza-
tions working in the Subregion.

systems in the

Trigo indicated that these
changes are essential be-
institutes
have successfully served as
the basic infrastructure for
science and technology in
the agricultural sector. They
have also helped train the
human resources needed to
develop agriculture (El Pais,

[ =

Inareg :
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newspaper . alx
Grafica, of | S re
Cated that theSe CO .
are interested in havin Nirigg
Serve as a channg B ICf\
ronmental activities thefén\/.. ‘

oo : Y wi

arry outin Centrg Amen%l
Other activities Covereq '
international news agencib
and subregiong] daily newess
Papers (IPS, AFP, poyy
EFE; LA PRENSA LIBRe
Guatemala; La Naclon'
Costa Rica) include 3 seni.
nar-workshop, held at [ICA
Headquarters with officials
from the Ministry of Agricyl-
ture, Fisheries and Food of £
Spain (MAPA), to estabiisha
cooperation program for in- ﬁ
volving rural youth in agricul
fural modernization.

* Seminar to review the prioritiesd!
the Technical Advisory Commitieé
(TAC) of the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research
(CGIAR) by a group of Latin Amerk
can experts

June 18-19 :
Costa Rica, IICA Headquartef

i the
* Eleventh Regular Meetind of

Executive Committee of ICA
June 24-26

s
Costa Rica, ICA Headquarte
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News magazine on activities of the Inter-American
stitute for Cooperation on Agriculture, ICA
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The Inter-American Institute for Cooperaion &
Agriculture (IICA) is headquartered in Sa.n Jose.o
Rica. It is the specialized agency for agricultu®
inter-American system. It was founded U
govermnments of the hemisphere in 194210 €N\ Ve
Promote and support the efforts made by Its wd
States  for agricultural develogmem o
well-being. It has 32 member countries an
server countries.




President of Gua
for Integration

uring an official visit to 1|cA

Headquarters in March, the
president of Guatemala, Jorge
serrano Elias, pledged his country's
support for all initiatives aimed at
strengtheningthe renewed process of
integration in Central America.

Speaking to authorities of the
Inter-American Institute for Coopera-
tion on Agriculture, representatives of
the diplomatic corps, officials of the
government of Costa Rica, delegates
from international organizations
and journalists, President Serrang
advocated a type of technology
transfer that will foster development
in the region.

As part of his activities at IICA,
Serrano met with the Director
General, Martin E. Pifeiro, who
outlined actions undertaken by the
Institute to promote agricultural
modernization within the framework
of renewed efforts toward regional
integration.

During the meeting, the President
expressed interest in receiving
technical assistance from IICA for
initiatives to promote agricultural
reactivation and rural development
in his country.

VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION

The President of Guatemala praised
new integration efforts in Central
America, which enjoy the political
support of all the countries, and the
contribution I[ICA has made to
agriculture within this process.

He pointed out that his country
understands that current circum-

temala Pledges Support
n Central America

7

In speaking with the Director General of IICA, Martin E. Pineiro, President Serrano asked
that IICA technical cooperation in his country promote agricultural reactivation and rural

development.

stances demand joint efforts, and
went on to congratulate [ICA for its
efforts, pledging his government's
support for allinitiatives aimed in that
direction.

Serrano stated that I[ICA has
developed a great capacity for
analyzing problems in the region
and coming up with solutions for
them. He added that strong
organizations such as IICA give
Latin America greater autonomy.

Inreferring to the challenges faced by
developing countries, President
Serrano advocated “sound"
technology transfer to make the
region less dependent on the
industrialized nations.

He insisted on the importance of
changing current models of agricul-

tural extension systems, arguing that
the products of scientific research
should not stay in the laboratory, and
that transfer mechanisms must be
improved to ensure that farmers
incorporate such products into their
daily activities.

During his address, the President
questioned the validity of current
trends which favor short-term
solutions when what is important is
to look ahead to the future. In
this regard, he referred to the urgent
need to work to conserve the
environment, which will ensure
the sustainability of production and
guarantee the well-being of future
generations.
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# following elections on May 20, 1990,

——
NEW OBSERVER COUNTRY

As the result of the formal €xchange o
letters between the Director Ge“era|
of IICA, Martin E. Pifieiro, ang the
Minister-Counsellor Chargé dAr.
faires, a.i., of Rumania in San Jose
Augustin Berindean, R°mania'
pbecame |ICA’s thirteenth Pefmanem
Observer country on April 23,
According to Berindean, this ney link
between his country and lICA is atre
reflection of a broad policy adopted by
new  democratjg
government, which took office

out by the Institute and
was very interested in
workingwith it because it
isinanexcellent position
to act as counterpart in
their efforts to support development in
the countries of Latin America.

The Environment:
Central America in Need of External
Technical and Financial Cooperation

uring a visit to IICA

Headquarters, a senior official
of the Finnish International
Development Agency (FINNIDA)
siated that Central America needs
substantial external technical and
financial cooperation in order to be
o carry out effective work to
rve the environment.

He added that Central America is one
of the areas of the world which re-
quires urgent action to design and
implement proposals to promote
economic and social development
that also promote the conservation of

&
()
O W C

auli Mustonen, FINNIDA Program
fficer for Latin America, met with
lICA’s Director of External Relations,
orge Werthein; the Director of Cen-
tral Area Operations, Luis Arturo del
Valle; the Advisor to the Director
General for Special Affairs, Rodolfo
Martinez; and Kaarina Valtasaari, an
international cooperation specialist
working at [ICA.

C

During the meeting, Mustonen ex-
changed views with IICA officials and
€xpressed great interest in expanding
FINNIDA's actions with IICA. He said

Photo/R. Escobar

natural resources and the
environment. In this regard, he stateg
that Finland is very interested i
supporting the countries of Central
America.

More specifically, he pointed to the
progress that has been madetoobtain
financing for an initiative to conserve
the environment in the border areaof
Guatemala, EI Salvador and
Honduras.

@hat his organization was very
impressed with the work being carried

4

Pauli Mustonen (far rig

h), T
interested in providing ). FINNIDA Program Officer for Latin America, declared that Finland 1S vel)

Support to the countries of Central America.



Regional Office
at IICA

T he Center for Interna-
tional Cooperation in
Research

Agricultural for

pevelopment (CIRAD) opened
its Office for Latin America and
the Caribbean at [ICA Head-
quarters, from which it will
promote its actions to improve
region,

agriculture in the
according
to CIRAD
represen-
tative, Jean

|aboucheix.

Laboucheix,
who is also
the official
delegate of
CIRAD to the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture, added that the
decision to open a permanent
office in the region reflects
France's growing interest in
strengthening its cooperative
ties with Latin America and the
Caribbean.

IICA and CIRAD signed a
general cooperation agree-
ment in 1989, the objective of
which is to improve agriculture
and rural development in Latin
America and the Caribbean.

Laboucheix stated that "We feel
that ICA is a very serious
institution which plays a very
positive role in Latin America
andthe Caribbean. In coope-
rating with the Institute, we
will be able to expand our
knowledge of agriculture in
the region, which will enable
us to more clearly define
our cooperation actions."

S

CIRAD Opens )

IICA-UNICEFE-ILO:

Joint Work

W ith a yiew to upgrading the
technical cooperation it pro-

vn@gs to its member countries, IICA
will join forces with the International
Lapour Organization (ILO) and the
United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF)todealwithsuchtopicsas #
rural development, rural women,
communications and training. The
agreement with the ILO also covers
professional training, cooperatives
and employment.

cussed in meetings at IICA Head-%
quarters, first with the ILO, and then&|
with UNICEF. Joint efforts are in-
tended to strengthen cooperation
andincrease the effectiveness of the

Per Engebak (rear), representative for Central
America, Panama and the Caribbean, headed the

UNICEF delegation. With him is Jorge Werthein,
IICA's Director of External Relations.

with both organizations, and
underscored the current need in
Central America for combining the
efforts of all agencies working to
improve the lives of the inhabitants
of the region.

efforts of the three organizations in Central
America, and to foster the exchange of ex-
periences in areas of mutual interest.

During these meetings, IICA, ILO and
UNICEF reviewed the programs and proj-
ects they are currently executing in the
Isthmus, and discussed the formulation of
concrete initiatives to be submitted jointly
to possible donors.

Participating in the discussions were
Gerardo Cardenas, ILO Director for
Central America and Panama, and
ILO specialists in women's issues,
rural employment, professional
training and audiovisual media,
among others.

IICA's Director of External Relations, Jorge
Werthein, expressed his satisfaction with
this new stage of the Institute's relations

In the case of the ILO, the agreements will cover activities related to professional training,

‘employment.




America and the Caribbean

PLANLAC

will expand its activities to include Latin

" [ICA and Asian Res_earch InStitute
| Undertake Joint Action

he Directors General of

T lICA, Martin E. Pifieiro,
and of the Asian Vegetable
Research and Development
Center, Emil Q. Javier, signed a
technical cooperation a-
greement in March to
strengthen ties between the
Latin American and Caribbean

countries and Asia.

The Center, headquartered in
Taiwan, is an international re-
search and training institution
which works to improve the
production and quality of vege-
table and legume crops in de-
veloping countries.

The agreement stateg that | .
the Center can make morg eCfA ang

contributions to the agricyl, Ectiyg |
rural development of liCA' 3;al ang |
ber countries through joint eﬁonfnem.
they could through isolateq Sthay

pendent action. A ingg |

According to Dr. Javier, the Ce
“will be able 10 extend the scopg -t
results of its technical ang sciemi?-d '
activitiesto Latin Americaandthecalc 1§
ibbean” as aresult of cooperationwn;
[ICA, "which is renowned for itg expe-
rience in agricultural research and
development.”

Trinidad and Tobago:

Rolc of tthgrlcultural Sectpr S, By Diosios
in the Caribbean to be Studied General of IICA; Brinsley

T he role of the agricultural

sector in the economic and
ocial growth of the countries of the
aribbean was the topic of
discussion during a seminar held
from April 18-19 in Trinidad and
lobago, atiended by representa-
tives of governments, the University
of the West Indies (UWI), private
entities and international agencies.
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The goal of the seminar, sponsored
by the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculiure in col-
laboration with the Caribbean Com-
munity and Common Market (CARI-
COM), was to promote the exchange
of experiences related to the sector
among government officials, repre-
sentatives from regional and interna-
tional agencies and the press.
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Speakers at the opening
session were L. Harlan

Samaroo, Minister of Food
Production and Marine Exploita-
tion; and Suruj Rambachan,
Minister of Industry, Enterprise and
Tourism.

Another purpose of the seminar
was to publicize the Plan of Joint
Actionfor Agricultural Reactivation
in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC), which
contains a proposal for develop-
ment in this subregion, The
strategy of the PLANLAC for the
Caribbean complements CARICOM's
Sec}oral Planandits actions include the
dengn of strategies for agricultural
policy analysis, planning and
management with a view to boosting
development of that sector. The Plan
also ‘envisages supporting the
organization and Mmanagement of

Photo /M. Loregnard

technology generation and transfer
systems inthe countries ofthe Eastern
Caribbean, providing follow-Up °|
animal and plant diseases and 4¢¥"
oping tropical fruit crops.



support from |ICA,

ith
W communicators _from nine
countries of Latin America and the

Caribbean founded the Inter-

the. Director General of IICA,
Martin E. Pifieiro. The meeting was
co-sppnsored by the Chilean
Association of Agrarian Journalists,

[nter-American Association of
Agricultural Journalists Founded

American Association of Agricultural
Journalists (ASIPA), in Chile.

The new inter-American association,
which brings together the members
of associations of journalists in
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile,
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic,
paraguay, Peru and Uruguay,
pledged to support agricul-
wral reactivation in the countries
and throughout the region, in
light of the sector's economic
potential and natural comparative
advantages.

The charter of the new association
was signed in Vina del Mar, Chile.
Also present at the ceremony were
the ministers of agriculture of
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay
and Uruguay; representatives of
the different production sectors in
the countries of that region and

the Advisory Council for Agricultural
Cooperation in the Countries of the
Sc_>u‘thern Area (CONASUR) andthe
Ministry of Agriculture of Chile.

ASIPA will initially be chaired by
Chile. Itwill have four vice chairs, one
for each subregion of the continent:
at this time, they are held by
Argentina, for the Southern Cone;
Peru forthe Andean countries; Costa
Rica, for the Central subregion;
and Dominican Republic, for
the Caribbean.

During the inauguration, the Minister
of Agriculture of Chile, Juan Agustin
Figueroa, statedthatthe press should
play two key roles in development: to
help dismantle and over-come old-
fashioned views of agriculture andto
help create conditions that will make
this new development possible. He
alsourgedthe journaliststo give their

The inaugural session
of the international

full support to the modernization of
agriculture.

For his part, the Director General of
IICA, Martin E. Pifieiro, said that the
establishment of ASIPA is of spgcnal
importance to all specialized
journalists, but also to all  who
are committed to agricultural
development. He added that the
creation of the group shows that
journalists are also participating
actively in renewed efforts to promote
regional integration. [n analyzing
world conditions under which agricul-
ture must unfold, he added that to be
able to compete successfully oninter-
national markets everyone will have
to re-evaluate what constitutes the
foundation and parameters of this
new agriculture, especially journalists
specializing inthe topic of agriculture.

In offering IICA's support for ASIPA,
Pifieiro underscored the responsi-
bility journalists have in "educating
the public and convincing them of the
importance agriculture plays in our
economies and in the new move
toward integration." 1ICA support
for ASIPA will come under the
framework of the Plan of Joint Action
for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC), a development strategy
promoted by the Institute.

The President of ASIPA and
of the Chilean Association
of Agricultural Journalists,
Enrique Inostroza, recalled
that the ideaof creating a hemi-

meeting of agricultural

heri ri i ists'
el (oo e spheric agricultural journalists

at the main campus of association first came up during
the University of Chile. a 1988 meeting held in Costa
Participating in the Rica, sponsored by IICA.
fi;'f,',’)':we,’fégf:’"gfg,;‘f Inostroza urged  journalists
sentative in Chile, to keep up with the latest
Alfredo Alonso; the advances, stating that they
cannot stand still as agriculture

Director Gene(al .ol
/ICA, Martin E. Pineiro; becomes more and more

Minister Figueroa and

the President of technical. He concluded by
ASIPA, Enrique saying that agricultural jour-
Inostroza.

nalists must upgrade their
skills continuously, if they are
not to limit themselves to
merely repeating the news.




hree years have gone by since the Inter-American
T Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) began
to work to design policies and strategies on
agrobiotechnological development, for the most part within
the framework of the IICA/Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA) Project. It is pertinent to take
time now to evaluate progress made in achieving this

objective.

1. Needs and opportunities in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

Three years of work have made it possible to gain a clearer
understanding of the current status of biotechnology world-
wide and in the region, and to identify prevailing trends and
imporiant policy issues arising from these trends. As a
result, the key elements of a strategy for the region have
been identified for dealing with this new technology.

The problem of biotechnologies is not primarily one of
generation or scientific development, as normally viewed in
the region. This subject is generally discussed only in
scientific circles, where there is a general lack of under-
standing of its economic importance and of its impact on de-
v_elopmem The considerable economic impact
biotechnology can have on the region, as well as the
opporiunities for production it can provide, are generally
unknown. The few and limited initiatives to design policies
on thg use of such technology in production, such as
patenting and biosafety regulations, have been the result of
external actions and pressure (GATT negotiations,

(*) Specialist on Technology and Generation
Transfer
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The Issue of Biotechnology at lIcy

Walter Jaffe (*)

multinational companies interested in biosafet

matter of fact, research and development acti\’/it.c. s
way in the region show that no strategic visjop, u;e Nde
is to be done or howto do it. Thus, efforts are ygn, > ¥ha
and inadequate, and most research strategies geq SPerge
1o imitate those of the developed countries. Mergj,

As a result, scant attention is given to the topic
business and government, and there is a lack of pol;y_bo
encourage the introduction of new technologjes inifsm
production system. Latin America and Caribbean coumt.he
carry out only a small fraction of the research anq de\/‘elnes
ment activities conducted worldwide in this fielq, yet "?ey.

have fledgling industries that use this technology.

Policies must be developed in the region to monitor thege
technologies, regardless of their source, since most wi
come from abroad, given the weakness of related research
and development in the region.

Policies and strategies should focus on businesses orfam.
ers as the key players in the innovation process, and have
different orientations. Some should be designed to encour-
age, coordinate and orient innovative activities of localbusi-
nesses (national orregional), others should facilitate access
to technologies available worldwide, and still others should
seek to take full advantage of scientific and technical capa-
bilities of the public sector -universities and research -
centers-, incorporating them into this process.

The profound changes in the general development strate-
gies applied in the regionin recent years provide opponqni-
ties for introducing policies of this nature. As the economies
open up, pressure will grow to upgrade the competitiveness
of production sectors. Many industries will disappéa’: but
others will be able to compete and will need access 10
technology and technological support.

will be to adopt
ns, which, in tr,1e
tion of industnal

One important way to ensure such access
internationally accepted rules and regulatio
case of the biotechnologies, concern protec
property rights and biosafety regulations.

roperty rigfe:
fgerm plas™ -
sectoran 1

More specifically is the case of intellectual p
especially as pertains the use and ownership©
This is of particular importance to the agricultural ;
related industries, and the region should take @ Vaeanstor
this strategic resource. Biotechnology is the only
doing so in the medium term.




—

mcreased efforts toward economic integration, through
free trade, seek the same results as the opening of the
economies. but offers special opporiunities for joint actions
inthe region. SUCCess willdepend on the harmonization of

olicies among trade partners to ensure equitable access
1o factors that will make them competitive, especially
technology and technological support.

The public and academic sectors play a key role in
developing strategies toincorporate the use of state-of-the-
arttechnology; in all countries, scientific and technological
know-how are concentrated in these sectors. This is
especia"y true in the region and, therefore, it is essential to
introduce policies and mechanisms that will make it
possible to br_ing.such know-how to bearin a strategy of this
type. The principal g_oal is to introduce and strengthen
policies and mechanisms to develop ties and establish
coordination with the production sectors.

In summary, the most urgent needs are:

A To develop in the region a strategic vision of the role of
biotechnology in the agricultural sector and related
industries

A To design and introduce policies to promote technologi-
cal innovation

A To bring into line with international trends, policies which
affect access to technology (biosafety, protection of
intellectual property rights)

A To harmonize policies among countries through
economic integration

A To promote the introduction of policies and mechanisms
for developing closer ties between academic institutions,
public sector entities and businesses

A To support the establishment of policies for managing
and valuating germ plasm

2. The comparative advantages, achievements and
potential of IICA.

IICA's work in support of the formulation of policies and
strategies has resulted in the Institute's assuming leader-
ship in certain policy areas related to the development of
biotechnology. This is particularly true in the case of
biosafety. IICA is seen as a leader in this field by the small
circle of interested agencies in the region and also by key
international organizations and agencies of the developed
countries associated with this topic. This is also lrue,
thoughto alesser extent, withregard to intellectual property
rights as they apply to agriculture. Itis hopedthat,asa result
of activities initiated this year concerning techngloglcal
management of agrobiotechnological businesses, it will be

g

industry and related

o forge closer ties with
rimportant

possible to establish links with
organizations in the region, and t
national agricultural research institutes and othe
research organizations.

IICA has also compiled a considerable data base on
biotechnological policies and strategies, and has
established a network of professionals connected with
biotechnology in the region.

The comparative advantage IICA offers in this case, over
otherorganizations, isits close ties with national agricultural
technology generation and transfer systems, either directly
or through existing reciprocal cooperation networks, qnd
with the mechanisms used for defining and coordinating
agricultural policies at the subregional level. Examples
include the support given to Uruguay in formulating a
national strategy on agrobiotechnology, and actions unde.r—
taken to harmonize policies on seeds and biosafety In
the Southern Cone, through CONASUR and PROCISUR.

The degree to which IICA will be able to contribute .to
defining and introducing strategies and policies on agrobio-
techno-logy will depend on the extentto which it can extend
the range of its leadership on this topic. To this end, it will be
necessary to develop stronger and broader relations with
decision makers in this field, especially in the business
sector. The most effective way to do this would be through
a mechanism to disseminate information, for which a
feasibility study is currently being conducted.

IICA will continue to carry out its general strategy on two
levels; one being general and more horizontal in nature,
aimed at defining and developing regional and national
strategies on the topic. A successful mechanism here has
been the "study group,” which brings together technical
leadersinthisfield. The second level, whichis more vertical
in nature, will provide support to subregional and national
initiatives by industry, subsector or country. In both cases,
efforts will receive the support of the Institute's information
and analysis capabilities.
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T he Inter-American Agricultural
Documentation and In-
formation Center (CIDIA) has shifted
its orientation in order to enable it to
work more closely on training matters
with IICA's Programs, and to upgrade
the technical cooperation the Institute
offers to its member countries.

According to CIDIA's Director, Jose
Nagel, this new focus represents the
Center's first effort to deal with the
topic of training since it was officially

Programs on the March

CIDIA Changes
its Focus

given responsibility for deyelopnng
such activities. In addition lq its usu.al
duties of providing bibliographic
information services, editing books,
bulletins and documents and
providing  support 1IN . .the
establishment of highly-specialized
data bases for IICA's five Programs,
CIDIA has expanded its horizons and

now is glso involved in the
communications.
Among other things, the Cen
dinates seminar-womsh0 : MCog,
media with IICA's progy N tg
the project “Communica
to Education and Rurg| Develg
in Latin America ang the C
executed jointly by IIC
Radio Nederland Train
(RNTC).

el Ul
fions 5 Plieg

“PMep |
arlbbean 3

A ang the
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PROCISUR and PROCIANDINO

Hold Joint Meeting

he Boards of Directors of the

Cooperative Program for the
Development  of Agricultural
Technology in the Southern Cone
(PROCISUR) and of the Cooperative
Agricultural Research and
Technology Transfer Program for the
Andean Subregion (PROCIANDINO)
metfrom April 310 12 to discuss topics
of mutual interest concerning the
generation and transfer of technology
throughout South America and to
determine areas for cooperation.

During the meeting held in Cocha-
bamba, Bolivia, discussions focused
on the establishment of the Coopera-

10

tive Program on Research and Tech-
nology Transfer for the South Ameri-
can Tropics (PROCITROPICOS), and
the actions needed to getitunderway.
Member countries of PROCISUR are
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Para-
guay and Uruguay, while PRO-
CIANDINO is made up of Bolivia,
Ecuador, Colombia, Pery and Vene-
zuela. Both PROCISUR ang PRO-

CIANDINO activities come und
PLANLAC, s

The Director of IIC
Generation and Tr
Eduardo Trigo, an
Enrique Alarcon p

A's Technology
ansfer Program,
d lICA specialist
articipated in the

s PROCIANDINO
. Seeks to streng.
" then research ang
, technology transfer
2 in the subregion.

meeting to establish the first areas of
cooperation between the programs:
information exchange on technology
inventories, germ plasm exchange,
and communications. In addition, @
working paper will be prepared ona
strategy and procedures for ex
changing professionals.

The Boards of Directors of PRQ‘
CISUR and PROCIANDINO also dis:
cussed possible funding sources and
mechanisms. While both currently
receive financial support from lICA
and contributions from the countriés:
total income is insufficient to develoP
the full range of activities needed ¥
the member countries.
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IICA Executive Committee to Review

preparationf for Tenth ICMA

A
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The Ninth ICMA was held in Ottawa, Canada from August 29-September 2, 1987, where

the Sepretary General of the OAS, Joao Clemente Baena Soares, spoke to the ministers
of agriculture of the hemisphere.

he Eleventh Regular Meeting

of the Executive Committee of
lICA will be held in San Jose, Costa
Ricain late June. During the meeting,
the Executive Committee will study a
progress report on preparations for
the upcoming Tenth Inter-American
Conference of Ministers of Agricul-
ture (ICMA) and the Sixth Regular
Meeting of the Inter-American Board
of Agriculture (IABA).

The Executive Committee, made up
onthis occasion of representatives of
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Dominican
Republic, Honduras, Jamaica, Nica-
ragua, Panama, Peru, Saint Lucia,
Uruguay and Venezuela, will meet
from June 24-26.

Over the last two years, IICA officials
and representatives of the Spanish
government have met repeatedly
to organize the ICMA and IABA
meetings, which will be held in the
Congress Hall in Madrid from
September 22-27.

In its last meeting, the Executive
Committee approved as the theme
of the Tenth ICMA "Latin American
and Caribbean Agriculture and the
New International Context of the
Nineties: Strategies for the Close
of the Century."

As reference material, five issue
documents on different aspects of
this theme are being drawn up:

a- Economic and political changes
worldwide: their impact on the
agroalimentary situation

b- Theroleofthe agroalimentary sec-
tor in the opening of the economy

c- The development style: economic
democracy and growth with equity
d- Agriculture andthe conservation of
natural resources

e- Opportunities and needs for inter-
national cooperation

Preparation of the documents has

already begun by a group made up of
the Program Directors, under the

coordination of the Advisor to the
Director General. Coordination was
also formalized with the Organization
of American States (OAS), and a
high-level group of professionals was
contacted to work in preparing
the documents. In selecting the
professionals, efforts were mad_e
to ensure adequate geographic
representation.

IICA maintains ongoing contact with
Spanish authorities. In 1990, the
First Hispano-American Meetings
were held in Madrid to discuss the
theme of agriculture and rural
development in Latin America and
the Caribbean. A second such
Hispano-American Meeting was
held in Costa Rica in April of this
year. (See separate article.)

In orderto validate the contents of the
documents, high-level seminars were
held on each of the topics. Worthy of
special mention was the IICA/ECLAC
consultative meeting on the
implications of the opening of the
economies and adjustment programs
for the modernization of agriculture
(Chile, March 1991).

The IDB also sponsored a seminaron
political and economic changes and
their effect on agriculture. (See
separate article.)

In addition, the topics to be discussed
in Spain have been the subject of
analysis in different technical and
political fora of the different
subregions: the Agricultural Council
of the Board of the Cartagena
Agreement (Andean Area); the
Standing Committee of Ministers
Responsible for Agriculture
(CARICOM of the Caribbean
Area); the Advisory Council for
Agricultural Cooperation in the
Countries of the Southern Area
(CONASUR), and the Regional
Council for Agricultural Cooperation
(CORECA) in Central America.
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s part of the Second Hispano-

American Meetings, experts
from Latin America and Spain
analyzedthe topics of the Tenth Inter-
American Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA).

During the event, sponsored by the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food of Spain (MAPA) and IICA, and
held from April 8-9 at IICA
Headquarters, the documents to be
presented to the ministers of
agriculture at their meeting in Madrid
were discussed.

The Director General of IICA. Martin
E. Pineiro, stated that the next ICMA
will represent the culmination ofalong
process begun in Ottawa, Canada in
1887, when’ the ministers of
agriculture of the hemisphere agreed
on the need to give a new role to
agriculture and to undertake
important changes in order to
modemize the sector. In PifAeiro's
opinion, the upcoming ICMA will
reflect changes that have taken place
in the international context over the
lasttwo years. The ministers will have
an opportunity not only to exchange
views and agree on joint actions, but
also to participate in setting a new
international agenda.

In the opinion of Jests Gonzalez
Regidor, an advisor from MAPA, a

Photo/R. Escobar
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Second Hispano-American Meetings: '
Topics of Forthcoming Agricultura]

Summit under Discussion

ensure that the ICMA in Spain make
concrete contributions to agricultural
developmentin Latin America andthe
Caribbean. The members of the
Spanish delegation made a thorough
presentation of the agroalimentary
situation, which included a review of
economic and political changes that
have taken place in recent years, as
well as the priorities of new
agroalimentary policies.

They also stated that the Single
European Market should not be seen
as an attempt to "keep Europe for the
Europeans," but rather as a group of
countries open to trade and willing to

During the
ort to

sUppI efforts in the region to formul.

meeting, there was consensus that the

reduce protectionist barriers.

e FOrtheir
part, [ICA officials €Mmphasizeq th
during the 1990s, mOdemizau at

equityandsustainabilitywillbeth
agricultural issues in the re
Carlos Pomareda, Director of lICAY
Agricultural Policy Analysis ang
Planning Program, indicateq that
coming up with an agriculturg| devel.
opment style that will help boost
overall economic reactivation, ang
succeeding in  making Such
development highly participatory and
sustainable -without Ihreatening
natural resources- is an enormous
challenge.
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declaration issued at the Tenth ICMA shouldlend

‘ ' ate policies to promote agricultural reactivation, within a
framework of equity and environmental conservation,

purpose of the meeting was to help
ccording to Spanish

A officials parti-

cipating in the Second
Hispano-American Mee-

Jesus_ Miranda and Jesus Gonzalez Regidor, incoming and
Outgomg advisors, respectively, of the Ministry of Agricul-
lure, Fisheries and Food (MAPA) of Spain, stated that the

2

Spain to Serve as Link
Between Europe and Latin America

ting, the Tenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA), to be held this yearin Spain, will provide
an opportunity for that country to help establish smoother
ties between Europe and Latin America andthe Caribbean,

formation of €conomic blocs
integration, Miranda pointed out that relations between
Spain and Latin America are built on solid ground, have
been tested over time, and have produced a community of
Interests and Philosophies. In his opinion, the fact that the
ICMA will be held in'Spain will make it possible to buid
a bridge between the region and a new Europe.

event takes on special
meaning in an in-
ternational  context
characterized by the
and renewed efforts at
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sferring 10 this scenario, hg cited the fall of the Berlin
In r” and the subsequent unification of Germany, the
Wining up of the countries. of e.astern Europe anc’j the
Single guropean Market, which will begin in 1993,

ghted the fact that, parallel with these develop-
] ments, the countries in
North, Central and South
America have relaunched
efforts in pursuit of
integration and that they
are consolidating their
position as a bloc.

For his part, Gonzales
Regidor stated that
holding the ICMA in

Photo/R, Escobar

Madrid will be very important because Spain's qaturgl
ties are with the American hemisphere and the hmg is
rightfor linking that region with the European Community.

In this regard, he mentioned that on the occasion of
the ICMA a meeting will be held to bring together the
ministers of agriculture of
the American hemisphere
and their European
counterparts to exchange
ideas and points of view
andtoreach  consensus
on important topics of the
bilateral agenda that have
not been formalized in
agreements.

Jesus Gonzalez

Challenges for Cooperation in the
New International Context

I n a meeting at IICA Headquarters on April 15-16,

experts from Latin America and I[ICA analyzed and
discussed the challenges of cooperation in the new
international context.

Guidelines for a document to be studied at the next
Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture in
September were produced at the meeting.

For IICA, this workshop on the contributions of technical
cooperationwas of particularimportance because itwasthe
first chance for the Institute to reflect on the types of
activities it will conduct after the Conference.

Participants analyzed topics ranging from the origin of
technical cooperation -causes, characteristics and the
political context which gave rise to it-, to current styles
and instruments, to the profile of new actions required to
respond to changes worldwide.

Inan address on current problems and challenges in
international cooperation, Jorge Federico Sabato, @
Specialist from Argentina, explained that such cooperation
dates back some 45 years when the world was recovering
ffom World War |1 and the predominant concerns were how
1ofeed millions of people and put new technologies to use.

After describing the conditions under which technical
cooperation operated, Sabato cited the new emphasis
the developed countries give to cooperation currently:
conservation of the environment, control of the production
of illegal drugs, control of epidemic diseases (AIDS), and
immigration from developing countries.

A specialist from Uruguay, Juan Felipe Yriat, spoke on new
types of cooperation for agricultural development, in which
he pointed out that leadership in technical cooperation will
shift to the private sector in this decade.

He mentioned that society in the developed countries fulfills
its obligations through non-profit associations (universities,
scientific and research institutions and others), which are
beginning to develop in Latin America and the Caribbean
as a result of efforts to reorganize the State and promote
privatization.

He said that everything seems to indicate that these institu-
tions can be used as models in the countries of the region
to institutionalize technical cooperationinthe private sector.
Inthe case of the agricultural sector, he added, corporations
or foundations could be set up to deal with specific issues
such as rural development, the environment and training.

picae
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[DB and IICA Sponsor Seminar on

Agricultural Develo

pment and Trade

The meeting was the "first step
coopera z‘iongLaf/’n America will nee
into trade at the close of the twen

" in securing the institutional
d to become fully incorporated
tieth century.

T he Inter-American Devel-

opment Bank (IDB) and IICA
sponsored a high-level seminar in
Washington on agricultural devel-
opment and trade, with a view to
drawingup "an Agenda forthe 1990s."
Participating in the seminar were
professionals from throughout the
hemisphere and representatives of
international organizations and
agencies.

According to the Director General of
lICA, Martin E. Pifeiro, the seminar,
held in preparation for the Tenth
ICMA, was the “first step” taken to
consolidate the institutional coopera-
tion that will be necessary for Latin
America and the Caribbean to partici-
pate more effectively in trade through
the end of the twentieth century.

KEY TOPICS

Keytopics discussed were the outlook
for agriculture in Latin America and
the Caribbean vis a vis the Uruguay
Round of GATT, the incorporation of
eastern European countries into the
world market and economic reform in
the region. Also analyzed were the
key points of the Initiative for the
Americas proposed by the United
States: trade, debt and investments
and their impact on regional and
subregional integration.

Pifieiro stated that the event had
served to "bring us up to date” on

changes in international traQe and
their potential impact on agrlcultu(e
and exports in Latin America. For his
part, Waldemar Wirsig, IDB deputy
manager for environment and produc-
tion sectors, termed the event “an
important analytical effort" that will
make it possible to draft policy guide-
lines for subsequent consideration by
the pertinent authorities.

The Director General of IICA ex-
plainedthat the seminar confirmed the
thesis that the multilateral negotia-
tions of the GATT will conclude at the
end of this year with "moderate agree-
ments"” to reduce subsidies for agricul-
tural exports and to improve the ac-
cessof Latin American and Caribbean
countries to protected markets in the
north.

In explaining that any agreement to
come out of GATT must be
complemented by efforts by the coun-
tries of eastern Europe and southeast
Asia to open their markets as a stimu-
lus to competition, he added that little
progress will be made, but that such
progress will give aboostto the econo-
mies of the region.

Inthe case of the countries of eastern
Europe, the Participants agreed that a
reorganization of their economies will
increase demand for agricultural im-
ports, especially tropical products.

Lastly, discussions on the Initiative of

the Americas termed it an int
proposal which represents an histor,
change in U.S. foreign Policy anlg
suggests a more equitable rela.
tionship between the countries of the
hemisphere. Accordingto Pifieiro, ths
countries of Latin America anq the
Caribbean have an Opportunity 1,
move forward under the trade-relateq
aspects of the Initiative, and, to this
end, analytical capabilities of regiong|
agencies must be strengthened.
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Specialists Receive Training in Preparing Projects for Women

nder the sponsorship of the

United Nations Development
Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and
lICA, twenty-six women from Central
America, the Dominican Republic
and Cuba are receiving training in
the preparation and evaluation of
projects which involve women
directly.

The goal of this training programiis to
create a group of highly-qualified
specialists who can assist govern-
mental and non-governmental
institutions in preparing projects for
women; in other words, projects that
take into consideration the cultural,
social and political factors that
condition the circumstances in
Wwhich women live and that affect
their role in the development process.

This program, the first of its kind in the
'6gion, brings together women
Working  with governments and
Mon-governmental organizations.

?ecause of the great demand for this
gpe of training from governments
Nd organizations in the region, ICA

and UNIFEM have attached great
importance to the activity, and will
conduct similar events in the near
future in the Andean and Caribbean
Areas.

UNIFEM officials for Latin America
explained that many development
projects in Latin America and the
Caribbean are designed with no
thought given to the beneficiaries.
Thus, they frequently respond only
to the needs of the men in the

community.

Furthermore, many projects
designed specifically to benefit
women actually increase their
workload beyond the 16 or 18 hours
they already spend meeting the
needs of their families or working

the land.

This regional seminaron the prepara-
tion and evaluation of projects for
women, sponsored by IICA and
UNIFEM, consists of two stages.
The first was held from March
11-29 and the second will take

place from June 3-14.

WORK WITH IICA

According to UNIFEM authorities,
great priority will be attached to
working with rural women in Latin
America and the Caribbean in
coming years, for which reason its
relationship  with IICA is very
important.

In their judgement, the current
situation of women in Latin America
and the Caribbean is "truly tragic,"
inasmuch as they are not targeted
in development policies. UNIFEM
plans to work with IICA to ensure
that women are taken into account
in national agricultural policies.

Some of UNIFEM's areas of shared
concern with IICA are to transfer
technology that will be of benefit to
women, as well as training for [ICA
technical personnel, to ensure that
initiatives undertaken in any of the
Institute's working areas involve the
direct participation of women from all
levels of the agricultural sector.

11




New Focus Recommended forCoc

n order to reverse the trend of
I declining cocoa production in
Central America and the Caribbean,
where cocoa output has fallen behind
that of other crops, it will be necessary
to re-orient cocoa research,
technology generation and transfer,
training, legislation and organization.

This is one of the recommendations
formulated by 40 representatives from
the Central American isthmus, Can-
ada, the United States and the Carib-
bean participating in @ seminar on
cocoa rehabilitation in Central Amer-
ica, held at lICA Headquarters under
the auspices of the Regional Network
for Cacao Technology Generation
and Transfer (PROCACAQO).

The participants -extension agents,
researchers, economists and grow-
ers- noted that cocoa is no longer an
attractive crop because of low prices

oninternational markets and declining
productivity. Inanin-depthdiscussion
of the topic, they identified the key
problems involved in developing the

oa Production

crop and offered alternativeg for
boosting yields to encourage Qrowers
Regarding research, they fecom:
mended designing methods for reha.
bilitating the crop, including cost stryq.
tures pertinent to the needs of large.
and small-scale farmers, depending
on the economic and technologicy
resources at their disposal. As o
technology generation and transfer,
they recommended promoting the
participation of the private sector i
extension activities and improving the
efficiency of such activities by the
public agricultural sector. Other
recommendations were that
extension agents be trained not onlyin
production technology, but also inthe
best ways to transfer such technology
to farmers, and that farmers' associa-
tions work with government authori-
ties to design policies that will foster
cocoa production and establish closer
ties with industry.

T he Regional Program for
Strengthening Agricultural
Research on Basic Grains in Central
America and Panama went
immediately into operation, following
the approval by the vice ministers of
agriculture of those countries of the
working strategy for the next four
years and the plan of action for 1991.

This four-year program seeks to in-
crease production of corn, beans, rice
and sorghum, and to improve the
socioeconomic situation of small-and
medium-scale farmers of the
Isthmus. Participating in the meeting
at [ICA Headquarters to approve the
operating strategy and plan were the
vice ministers of agriculture of Costa
Rica, Jose J. Acufa; of Panama,
Pablo Quintero; and of Honduras,
Francisco Matamoros; as well as rep-
resentatives of Nicaragua, El Salva-
dor and Guatemala.

The basic grains programis the first of
12

Central American Isthmus:

Vice Ministers of Agriculture Approve
Strategy for Staple Grains Program
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The Head of the Delegation from the European Community Commission for Central America,
Ambassador Fernando Cardesa (left), participated in the meeting in representation of the EEC.

strategy will be to promote agricultura
research through field work and thé
development of appropriate tech-
nology for solving the problems faced
by grain farmers.

its kind, carried out inthe framework of
Central American integration by the
Regional Council for Agricultural Co-
operation (CORECA), whose secre-
tariat is the responsibility of IICA. The
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anada will continue its

support for efforts in
Latin America 'and the
caribbean to bring . about
agricultural modernization
and put the region on a path
of economic growth that
romotes equity and conser-
vation of the environment.

This statement was made
py Christian Lapointe,
regional representative of
the Canadian International
pevelopment Agency
(CIDA), who, along with
officials of Agriculture
canada, participated in

several working meetings

Photo/R. Escobar
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Latin America and the Caribbean:
Canada Firm in its Support
for Agricultural Modernization

and management for rural
development: development
of agroindustrial exports;
and animal health and
plant protection informa-
tion systems. Agriculture
Canada participates in the
lICA-CIDA project as the
éxecuting agency.

The CIDA official stated that
the two organizations are

Lapointe expressed satis-
faction with the medium-term
evaluation of the IICA-CIDA
project because it showed
that much progress had been
made to date. He added
that the initiative had been
particularly successful on
two fronts: it contributed to
incorporating topics of vital
importance for the agricul-
tural sector into [ICA activity,

Canadian representatives meet with /ICA authorities to discuss progress of the lICA/CIDA Project.

with Institute authorities on
March 14-15. Ernani Fiori,
IICA Representative in

Canada, also participated -

in the meetings, which were
coordinated by Eduardo
Trigo, Director of IICA's
Technology Generation
and Transfer Program.

Since 1988, CIDA has
supported IICA's five Pro-
grams through a project that
focuses on: planning and
strategic information for
agricultural policies; new
technological options for
agriculture; organization

currently reflecting together
to establish a "subject-
oriented" type of support for
the strategy and program of
work to be developed
beginning in 1992. He added
that the topics of particular
interest to Canada are
those covered in the Plan
of Joint Action for Agricul-
tural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC), and those
chosen for discussion at
the upcoming Tenth Inter-
American Conference of
Ministers of Agriculture

(ICMA).

and it strengthened relations
between Canada and the
countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean.

In his opinion, the project's
principal objective of
strengthening certain strate-
gic areas of lICA's work is
being achieved. By way of
example, he mentioned
initiatives to design and im-
plement specific policies re-
lated to the development of
biotechnologies, proposals
for rural development policy
options, as well as docu-
ments published and meet-

{ fact
| professionals are directly
| linked with the
| through this initiative, which

ings held on the topic of
intersectoral relations as
the basis for agricultural
reactivation in the region.

Lapointe's assessment was
shared by Lucie Larosé
and Catherine Drummond,
officials from Agriculture
Canada. Drummond com-
mented that the project has
operated smoothly because
IICA, CIDA and Agriculture
Canada all share an interest
in promoting agricultural
development. The officials
also called attention to the
that 23 Canadian

region

has enabled Canadian
institutions to gain a better
understanding of the
situation in Latin America
and the Caribbean.

According to Drummond
and Larose, the region will
get caught up in the world-
wide trend to form economic
blocs and to establish
free-trade zones. Canada
has initiated talks with
Mexico and hopes, on the
basis of that experience, to
establish ties with other
subregions such as Central
America and the Andean
area. They concluded by
saying that Canada wants to
work more closely with Latin
America, evidence of which
is the fact that over the past
year Canada has gradually
increased its technical and
financial cooperation within
the Organization of Ameri-
can States (OAS), which it
joined in January 1990.
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Action in the Countries

peaking in Canada, the
S Director General of [ICA,
Martin E. Pifieiro, affirmed that the
best way that nation can support
developmentin Latin America andthe
Caribbean is to invest in agriculture.

During a visit from May 5-10, the
Director General participated in a
conference organized by the Univer-
sity of Calgary, in the province of Al-
berta, in which experts from Canada
and other countries analyzed new re-
lations and areas of cooperation be-
tween this nation and Latin America.

Later, in Ottawa, the Director General
met with the.Minister of Agriculture,
Pierre Blais, to discuss joint Canada/
lICA activities aimed and modernizing
and promoting agriculture in Latin
America and the Caribbean. In a
separate meeting, he met with the
Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Jean-
Pierre Noreau and other ministry offi-
cials, including those in charge of
‘eveloping the agroalimentary

s

n a meeting with the President of the
nadian International Development

The Director General of IICA, Martin E. Pifeir
Parliamentary Secretary 1o the Minister of A

International Development Research Centre
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Director General Calls for
Greater Investment in Agricultyre

Agency (CIDA), Marcel Massé, and
the Vice President of CIDA for Latin
America, John Robinson, they studied
newways CIDA could cooperateinthe
executionof the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC). They also discussed
progress made in the CIDA/IICA Proj-
ect, which provides support to [ICA's
five Programs.

The Director General also met with
John Mullin, Vice President of the In-
ternational Development Research
Centre (IDRC). IICA and the IDRC
exchange information on a wide range
of topics such as agroindustry, bio-
technology and sustainable agricul-
ture.

Also in Ottawa, Pifieiro addressed the
Latin American Forum, presided over
by Minister Blais, on the topic of new
opportunities for ties with and ex-

o (center), meets in Otawa with M. Cardiff
griculture, and K. Bezanson, Prosidont of lhé

changes between Canags and
region. J

IN CALGARY

In Calgary, Pifieiro stated that Canady
can play a major role in helping Solve
the problems faced by the countrigs of
Latin America and the Caribbean,
through concrete actions and also by
promoting the interests of the regionin
international fora.

Such actions, he continued, should be
based onthe premise that all success-
ful experiences in development have
been built around the sectors and
factors of production that have offered
the greatest comparative ad-
vantages. In calling for greater
Canadian investment in agriculture in
the region, he explained that natural
resources in Latin America and the
Caribbean represent a comparative
advantage upon which the region
must base new development efforts.
He went on to say that inasmuch as
many of the natural resources of these
countries are in the agricultural
domain, and because of the notable
multiplier effect of investment in
agriculture, agriculture should be the
primary candidate for investments, as
they will generate employment,
increase domestic demand and
contribute to improving the trade
balance. In calling for support for
integration in Latin America and the
Caribbean, the Director Genergl
pointed out that such support 15
particularly important in connection
with intra- and extra-regional trade-
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Visits to Member countries

3 -
pirector General in the
pominican Republic

he Director General of |ICA,
T Martin E. Pifeiro, made an offi-
cialvisitto the Dominican Republic on
March 8-9, 1991. Dgring his visit, he
spoke with President Joaquin
alaguer about [ICA's work to help
modernize the agricultural sector of
that country.

pineiro also met with the Foreign
Minister, Joaquin Ricardo Garcla,
and the Secretary of State for Agricul-
wre, Nicolas Concepcion Garcia, to
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Director General Pifeiro participates in the ceremony to bestow th(a ”Mega//a de Oro ala Mujer
del Campo" (Gold Medal for the Rural Woman) on Patria Altagracia Nunez. : The government
of the Dominican Republic grants this award annually to the most outstanding woman of the

small-farm and laborer sector.

gnalyze progress made in implement-
ing the Plan of Joint Action for Agricul-

tural Reactivation in Latin America
and the Caribbean (PLANLAC).

Assistant Deputy Director General

A Iso in March, the Assistant

Deputy Director General for
Operations of [ICA, Alfonso
Cebreros, met with senior agricultural
officials in Mexico in order to intro-
duce to them the new IICA Repre-
sentative in that country, Juan Jose
Salazar.

Cebreros met with the Secretary of
Agriculture and Water Resources,
Carlos Hank Gonzalez, to discuss
cooperation between Mexico and
Central America in the current context
of economic integration, as well as
preparations for the upcoming Tenth
Inter-American Conference of

s ‘»,
& ! "E’ ~

for Operations in Mexico

Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA), to be
held in Madrid this September.

While in Mexico, the Assistant Deputy
Director General bestowed the Inter-
American Agricultural Award on
Valeriano Robles Galindo, in recogni-
tion of his 28 years of dedicated
research and teaching. In his
acceptance speech, Galindo Robles,
who established the Foundation
for Latin American Agricultural
Research Associations, urged
researchers and educators of Latin
America to work toward a rural devel-
opment based on the individual and
the conservation of the environment.

The hewIC ﬁpresen{lalivé in Mexico, Jan Jose Salazar (right), meets with the Secretary
of Agriculture and Water Resources, Carlos Hank Gonzalez.

rDeputy Director General of IICA )
Attends CARDI Meeting

| n March, the Deputy Director

General of IICA, L. Harlan
Davis, visited St. Kitts and Nevis for
five days to attend a high-level meet-
ing of the Caribbean Agricultural
Research and Development Institute
(CARDI), and to meet with political
and agricultural officials of that na-
tion.

Planning
Conferen-
ce, which
brought to-
gether the
Council of
Directors, the
Board and
donors of this
agency, and
delivered an
address on
the role of
agricultural & =%
research and

technology transfer in the develop-
ment of agriculture in the Caribbean.

oto/R. Escobar

L. Harlan Davis

Under the terms of a cooperation
agreement, IICA contributes annually
US$300,000 to CARDI to promote
agricultural development and
research in the Caribbean. In accor-
dance with this agreement, IICA sits

\ on the CARDI Council of Directors. 5)
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Minister Alvaro Ramos, of Uruguay; Minister Antonio Cabrera, of Brazil; Minister Juan F/gueroa/} of
hile; Deputy Secretary Marcelo Regunaga, of Argentina; and Deputy Minister Arsenio Vasconcellos,

£
C
of

Paraguay, expressed satisfaction with the meeting.

Agricultural Integration Moves
Forward with CONASUR

T he ministers of agriculture of

Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Paraguay and Uruguay made
considerable progress in advancing
agricultural integration during a
meeting of the Advisory Council for
Agricultural Cooperation in the
Countries of the Southern Area
(CONASUR), held from April 4-5 in
Vifa del Mar, Chile.

The Director General of [ICA, Martin E.
Pifeiro, paricipated in the meeting,
which was presided over by the Dep-
uty Secretary of Agriculture of Argen-
tina, Marcelo Regunaga.

Eleven resolutions, most of which call
for concrete action related to agricul-
tural integration, modernization and
reactivation, were adopted during the
meeting, as were two declarations,
one by the minsters and the other in
conjunction with representatives of
farmers's associations of the member
countries. When CONASUR meets
again in Montevideo in November,
several initiatives adopted in Vifia del
Mar will have already been put into

16

operation. At that time, IICA, which
serves as the Secretariat for Coordi-
nation of the Council, will present a
progress report on other initiatives
entrusted to it.

With a view to giving priority to the
harmonization of sectoral policies, the
ministers approved a programforlICA
cooperation in support of CONASUR
activities, which includes the creation
of adata base to facilitate the free flow
of agricultural information, and which
is needed to promote integration
among the five countries.

The ministers also signed an agree-
ment creating the Regional Animal
Health Committee (CORESA). Whose
mission will be to coordinate and
upgrade regional capabilities to pre-
vent, control and diminish the impact
and risk of sanitary problems that af-
fect production and the marketing of

agricultural commodities from the
region.,

It was also agreed to sign a genera|
agreement on quality standards for

animal and plant Products, 5

drawn up by ga C|aSSificat- g
committee, which wil| Use a ¢y nl]on
nomenclature and code tq har 0ni()n
the agricultural health and q“afami;e
regulations of the five Countrigg |e
November, this committee wi

a work plan, the goal of Which will b
to establish the commg, no?

menclature by mid-1993.

The ministers agreed to inj
each of their countries the legal ang
administrative procedureg "equireq
for signing a regional agreement
liberalize and expand the Seed trade,
and to promote cooperation in this
area. To this end, the Secretariat for
Coordination will seek technical ang
financial assistance.

ate i

The four signatories to the Southem
Cone Common Market (MERCO-
SUR) treaty agreed to take the steps
required to lift all restrictions on the
import and export of livestock
products, keeping sanitary and
quarantine standards in effect until
the common nomenclature is ready.

Other resolutions call for joint
research and agricultural extension
programs, including integration of
physical infrastructure in shared
€cosystems. They also requestedthe
Secretariat for Coordination to draw
up an agreement for the protection of
industrial property rights over
Cultivars, which will contribute to
expediting effective technology
transfer.

The delegates to this meeting
thanked IICA's Director General for
the support the Institute provided in
establishing this agricultural sector
forum.

In the Declaration of Vifia del Mar, the
ministers of agriculture called on the
industrialized nations to be flexible in
negotiations associated with the
GATT.




countries of Central America Outlipe
priorities for Investments ip Agriculture

uring @ meeting organized by
D the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) in
Nicaragua on April 11-12, as part of
the Special Program of Economic
Cooperation for _Central America
pEC), the countries of the Central
american isthmus  put forth their
priorities for inves@ments in agricul-
ture to cooperating governments
and institutions.

|n commenting on this First Agricul-
tral Sector Meeting of the Central
American Governments with
cooperating Governments and
Institutions, the Minister of Agricul-
ture of Nicaragua and chairman of the
.meeting, Roberto Rondon Sacasa,
confirmed that all of the meeting's
objectives had been achieved. The
major goals of the meeting had been
to promote and coordinate efforts to
secure financial and technical
resources for specific programs and
projects to reactivate and develop
agriculture in the region.

lICA's delegation was headed by the
Director General, Martin E. Pineiro.
The meeting was also attended by
representatives from 16 countries
and 21 international agencies.

A portfolio of 51 national projects
grouped under eight regional
programs was submitted to potential
donors.  All reflect the priorities
established by the governments of
the isthmus. In their Joint Declaration
of Tegucigalpa, issued in June
1980, the ministers of agriculture
established three key components for
areactivation strategy for the region:
strengthening of intra-regional
agricultural trade and promotion of
Traditional and nontraditional exports;
'Mproving food security; and
'mplementing a new development

Model which would lessen the impact
- Of free-trade and economic adjust-

ment policies on the most vulnerable
rural sectors.

Worl.dng together, the UNDP, the
Regional Council for Agricultural
Cooperation in Central America,
Mex1coj Panama and the Dominican
Republic (CORECA) and IICAdrew up
the technical documents discussed in
Managua. Funding for the complete
paqkage totals US$818.8 million,
whngh includes US$604.8 in external
funding. The eight regional programs
are: Agroalimentary Development;
Irrigation, Drainage and Land
Levelling; Development of Biotech-
nology; Intra-regional Trade and
Exportsto Third Countries; Agroindus-
trial Development; Strengthening
Plant and Animal Health Services;
Development of Border Areas; and
Strengthening and Consolidating
Rural Enterprises.

Intheir presentations, the cooperating
governments and institutions

recognized the work carried out by the
governments of the area in relation to
the PEC documents, and offered
recommendations and suggestions
for incorporation

into the final

e Bt —

Barrios de Chamorro.

i, ¥ B
The Director General of lICA, Martin E. Pineiro, meets with the President of Nicaragua, Violeta

versions of the projects. They
showed special interest in the
projects and programs dealing with
irrigation and drainage, the
strengthening of plant and animal
health services, technological
development, support for rural
women, alleviation of rural poverty
and natural resources.

Rondon called attention to the
fact that it would be necessary to
follow-up on these matters and
discuss in greater detail the
possibilities of obtaining external
funding for the projects. He added
that, in order for the work of the
meetingto bear fruit, the countries of
the isthmus must support follow-up
with the cooperating countries and
agencies.

According to the UNDP Coordinator
for the PEC, Elena Martinez, the
meeting signalled the completion of
one stage of the execution of PEC,
which was agreed upon in Geneva
in 1989 during the first meeting of
Central American governments with
the cooperating community. She
also acknowledged the support
provided by regional agencies in
preparing the documentation, and
thanked IICA, “"without whose
collaboration this meeting would
not have been possible."
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Changes Worldwide Create
New Challenges for
Technical Cooperation

n a seminar-workshop to a-
l nalyze |ICA support to
integration in Central America,
Institute authorities and [ICA
Representatives serving that area
agreedthatchanges aroundthe world
create new challenges for interna-
tional technical cooperation which
merit a redefinition of the focus of ICA
action.

The dynamics of the situation in the
Central Area suggest that the most
appropriate technical cooperation for
IICA in that area is to contribute to
opening up the economies, and to
supporting structural adjustment and
integration. In addition, efforts should
be made to expand the range of par-
ticipants and to involve private institu-
tions.

They specified that this does not
mean that efforts to strengthen ties

JICA's Ropresentatives in the Cnn!/'q/ Aroa ost
aqricultural intogration in the subregion.

with the ministries of agriculture will be
overlooked. They also added that, be-
cause technical cooperation now cov-
ers more topics within and related to
the agricultural sector, IICA Repre-
sentatives should assume a more
active role.

According to IICA's Director of Central
Area Operations, Luis Arturo del Valle,
this more active participation is
needed to fulfill the commitments the
Institute has assumed in supporting

wlished basic guidelines for tholr work 10 promo,
0

regional integration, which, | the
case of Central America, Is g
advanced.

On the basis of the above, the Repre-
sentatives established basic Quide-
lines for their participation in coopera-
tion actions between Mexico and
Central America, in harmonization of
policies in the Central American
isthmus and in the analysis of reforms
inthe public agricultural sectors of the
countries of the Central Area.

T he ministers of

agriculture of the
Andean Arearecommended a
series of measures 1o
accelerate implementation of
the Common Agricultural
Policy for the Andean Area
(PACA), which, by mandate of the
Presidents of the Andean countries,
should be in operation by December
31, 1995 at the latest.

The first of these measures calls for
each ministry of agriculture o involve
public and private agencies and inter-
national technical cooperation and
financialinstitutions inthe work planto
adopt the PACA.

Under this plan, the Board of the
Cartagena Agreement will promote
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Andean Area: t
Ministers Call for Prompt Adoption Pre¥ie® information reguiar
of Common Agricultural Policy

the participation of private agencies,
such as the Andean Agricultural Con-
federation (CONAGRO), as well as of
international agencies, such as lICA,
IDB and FAO, in activities to further
agricultural integration,

More specifically, it calls for these
entities to provide support to the
ministries in setting up and organizing

units to coordinate and follow u
the PACA. e

The ministers also entrusted the

Board with establishing a
subregional network

on progress made
developing the Comm
Agricultural Policy.

These resolutions were adopted by
Ministers Maria del Rosario Sintes -
Ulloa, of Colombia; Alfredo Saltos
Guale, of Ecuador; Mauro Bertero
Diaz, of Bolivia; Enrique Ross Link OliNy
Peru; and Jonathan Coles Ward, of
Venezuela, during a meeting held in
Cali, Colombia on April 8:9, 1991:
[ICA was represented at the meetlng
by its Director of Andean Are
Operations, Victor Palma.



publications

1990 Annual Report

IICA Editorial Service

ICA recently published its 1920

Annual Report, a publication
which is intended to improve
communication with the member
couniries and encourage reflection
on the Institute’'s mandate,
organizational struciure, its human
and physical resources and its
periommance =s 2 iechnical coopera-
fion agency.

Inthe forew: - Director General,
Martin E. P siates that after a
preliminary -*on of events in
1290, "wec= =t itwas ayearof
intense wo- -=pite budgetary
restrictions =iz limited the
Institute’s abiii~ i< respondto the new
demands of ihz tiember States for

cooperation in modernizing their
agricultural seciors and making them
a driving force behind economic
reactivation in the region.”

Chapter | of the Annual Report
describes the progress made in
executing the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC), as concerns the im-
plementation of its strategies for
disseminating the advances of the
Plan and for securing external re-
sources, as well as accelerating 'the
process of preparing and putting into
operation multinational projects.

Chapter Il outlines the current
aclivities of IICA's five Programs,
especially their actions at the multina-
tionaland hemispheric levels. Chapter
1l _briefly analzes the situation of
agriculture in the Member States and
describes the projects carried out in
each one. Chapter IV discusses
lICA's efforts to develop closer ties
with other organizations and countries
and to secure extra-quota resources.
Chapter V details IICA's management
structure and provides information on
the Institute's human resources and
financial standing in 1990.

— ]
Paper Published on North
American Food Processing
Technology

Paui G. ¥

Fene Risl
HCA Editoria} Service I
]

his paper, published in Spanish

as'"Tecnologias de America del
Norte para el Procesamiento de
Alimentos," identifies and evaluates
26 new technologies which have been
tested commercially in North America,
and could be adapted for use in the
food industry in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

The book is the end product of
research carried out by Dr. Paul G.

Miller and Dr. René Riel atthe request
of IICA, who were asked to identify the
characteristics and peculiarities of the
North American market which might
enable countries in Latin America and
the Caribbean to improve and expand
their commercial ties with processing,
packing and distribution firms in the
United States and Canada.
[ o ivememensas
Technical Cooperation in Agri-

cultural Sector Adjustment Loans

Carlos Garramon,
Edith S. de Obschaiko

{ICA Ediiorial Sarvice

in

22 -.rm)s
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in the foreword, the Director of
Agricultural Policy Analysis and
Planning Program, Carlos Poma-
reda, explains that the successful
experience gained by the Institute in
Argentina serves as an incentive for
strengthening ties between technical
cooperation and external funding
activities, and, in particular, for
promoting joint efforts by IICA, the
IDB and the World Bank in dealing
withthe needs of the countries related
to policies, investment programs and
institutional reform.

19




IICA in the News

Brazil
A redescoberta da agricultura

" A redescoberta da agricultura” (Re-
liscovering Agriculture) is the title of
y economist Rolf Kuntz
published in the Brazilian newspaper
O Estado de Sao Paulo. In the
c (untz analyzes comments

g

Chile in early April by Manuel
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Upcoming activities

*Seminar on Spanish-language

Sources of Agricultural In-
formation, July 1-5, 1991. Costa
Rica, lICA Headquarters.

This event is sponsored by the Tech-
nical Centerfor Rural and Agricultural
Cooperation (CTA) -established un-
der the Lomé Convention and head-
quartered in the Kingdom of the Neth-
erlands- and the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and Food (MAPA) of
Spain. One of the goals of the
seminar is to set up a joint pilot
Program on documentation and
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In its April editorial, the
monthly newspaper F2 g
cate highlighted the creation of farm-
ers' markets, which ¢t

a real revolution in the marketing of
agricultural commoditigs in ihis Car-
ibbean nation. The article praisedthe

participation of agencies involved in
JAhe initiative:  [ICA, the Hillside
Farmers' Project and the Rural Agri-
cultural Development Authority.

publications, as CTA's first step in
playing a more active role in
disseminating publications on tropical
agriculture.  ICA was selected to

serve as host and coordinator for this
event,

*Selection of Winners of the Pho-

tography Contest on Agricult
ure
and the Environmen
16, 1991,
Headquarters,

t. August 12-
Costa Rica, lIcA

ontest, sponsored by
vernment of the Fed-

Costa Rica, Ecuadoy

Paraguay, Trinidad ang
Tobago

instituciones infernacionoles

A photography contest on the theme
of agriculture and the environmey
has sparked the interest of the press
in many countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean, where its rjes
and objectives have been publisheg.
The contest is being sponsored by
IICA and the German Agency for
nnical Cooperation (GTZ).

Thie :issmation was published in
2y, A2C and Hoy of Paraguay;
2y Times and the Express of
¢ znd Tobago; El Comercio
:o:7, and La Prensalibre and

the =czzine Panorama in Costa

eral Republic of Germany, throughthe -
German Agency for Technical Coop-
eration, is to create public awareness |
of the need to conserve natura_l re-
sources. The panel of judge§ will be
made up of experts from Brazil, Costa
Rica and one Caribbean country:

*Seminar to Review the Priorities o:
the Technical Advisory Commm:n
(TAC) of the Consultative G“’“prc
International Agricultural Resefaro
(CGIAR) by a Group of EXPrS Lo
Latin America. August 22
Costa Rica, lICA Headquarter
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September: the Tenth ICMA

. Romania reiterates interest in strengthening ties with

- Latin America

As the twentieth century
draws to a close, the Tenth
Inter-American Conference
of Ministers of Agriculture
(ICMA), to be held from
September 22-27, will pro-
vide opportunities for build-

ing c'ques eﬂmeen to-
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lICA Seeks New Types of Co-
operation with Italy

lICA to Participate in EXPQO'92 in
Sevilla

Greater Access to Sources of
Agricultural Information

IICA Signs Letter of under-
standing with Inter-American
Association of Journalist

IICA and ICRISISAT Sign
Agreement

Joint Action

Opportunities for Agricultural
Trade with Korea to be Identified

Donation to CATIE

Government Officials Request
Technical Advice

Women adn Health
PIANLAC

PLANLAC under way
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Training

Training Program Launched

IICA-SIDA Proyect Engaged in
Intense Activity

Technicians Design Manual

Women Complete Course on
Project Formulation

Agricultural Extension Model
Proposed in Peru

Forum

Research and Technology

~

[rznzfer in Caribbean Agricul-

Programs in Action
Program 1l has New Emphasis

Proyects on Trade and Integra-
tion to be Promoted

The Countries in Action

IICA Renews Support to Agri-

cultural Development in Carib-
bean

PROCITROPICOS Initiates Ac-
tivities

IICA Increases Aid to Haitian
Agriculture

Rural Agroindustrial Network Set
Up in Argentina

Representative in Brazil and
Colombia Assume Posts

!ICA P(ovides Support to Brazil-
1an Fruit Production Program
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’ TO OUR READERS \

This is a special edition of lica
News. It covers three months
(July, August and September)am
is longer than the regular edition,
This enables us to provide more
information on the Tenth Inter.

\ of Agriculture (ICMA). A '

s issue of [ICA News may be

: e source is credited.

NEWS

News magazine on activities of the Inte{-Ame'*
can Institute for Cooperation on AQ""”"”.’er;
IICA. Published monthly, in separate Spansh
and English editions, by IICA's 09mmun'°‘:.
tions Division, Public Information Unit. Ad%rezw-
Apdo. 55-2200 Coronado, San Jose, 0

Rica. Cable: lICA San Jose. Telex: 2144

IICA.

Telephone: 290222. Editor in Chie f'.JiFr)naéﬂez.
Leén. Editors: Silvia Castilloand Danilo

English translation and editing: Pau
External Relations: Jorge Werthein.

The Inter-American Institute for ool
Agriculture (IICA) is headquartered in 52
Costa Rica. It is the specilized 2%
agriculture of the inter-American syste
founded by the governments ©
in 1942 to encourage, promote a .
efforts made by its Member States

tural developmentand rural well-bemgo 1ries

- : c
member countries and 13 observer
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Barbara Cohen and Susana Raine. Direc

peration on
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D uring the Eleventh Regular
Meeting of the Executive Com-
mittee, held from June 24-26, del-
- egates discussed a report on prepa-
rations for the Tenth Inter-American
Conference of Ministers of Agriculture
(ICMA), another on the execution of
the PLANLAC, and other topics con-
cerning the administrative manage-
ment of the Institution.

The Committee, made up of repre-
sentatives from Brazil, Canada, Chile,
Dominican Republic, Honduras, Ja-
maica, Venezuela, Nicaragua,
Panama, Peru, St. Lucia, and Uru-
guay, approved the 1992-1993 Pro-
gram Budget, which is to be ratified by
the Inter-American Board of Agricul-
ture (IABA) next September.

Other matters taken up included re-
ports on the activities of IICA’s Pro-
ram I, Technology Generation and
ransfer, and Program IV, Trade and
groindustry, IICA’s financial state-

Eleventh Regular Meeting of [ICA’s
Executive Committee

The Minister of Agriculture of Saint Lucia, Ferdinand Henry (Center), presides over the Eleventh
Regular Meeting of the Executive Committee. With him (from left to right) are the Deputy Director
General, L. Harlan Davis, the Director General, Martin E. Pifeiro, and the Technical Secretary of the
meeting, Andre Ouellette.

ments, the 1990 Annual Report, and
the selection of candidates for the In-
ter-American Awards in the Rural
Sector.

The meeting, presided over by
Ferdinand Henry, the Minister of Agri-
culture of Saint Lucia, brought to-
gether delegates from [ICA’s observer
countries, government officials, rep-
resentatives from international agen-
cies, cooperation organizations, and a
delegation from the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food of Spain
(MAPA), headed by Julio Blanco,
Technical Secretary General of the
Ministry.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
SATISFIED WITH PREPARATIONS

The members of the Committee ex-
pressed their satisfaction with the
preparations being made for the Tenth
Inter-American Conference of Minis-
ters of Agriculture (ICMA), which will

take place in Spain next September.
The topic for the ICMA will be “Latin
American and Caribbean Agriculture
and the International Context of the
Nineties: Strategies for the Close of
the Century.” During a round table
discussion, an in-depth analysis was
made of the working documents,
which will serve as the basis for delib-
erations by the ministers of agriculture
during the summit meeting.

In general terms, the participants ex-
pressed their satisfaction with the
quality of the proposals, adding that
they will be valuable in systematizing
ideas to be included in the Declaration
of Madrid.

The Director General of [ICA, Martin
E. Pifieiro, explained that the key topic
of the last ICMA, held in Ottawa in
1987, was the modernization of agri-
culture as a new strategy for economic
development, a proposal that is still
valid in spite of the enormous eco-
nomic and political changes which
have taken place in the region and
throughout the world. With regard to
the ICMA, which will also be held in
Madrid, he indicated that the working
documents reinforce the Ottawa pro-
posal and express the new concerns
of the agricultural sector: the links
between modernization and democ-
racy, the strengthening of agriculture
as an expanded and dynamic sector,
a concern for environmental protec-
tion, and the way in which intemnational
cooperation must be coordinated in
order to respond to new challenges.

As to the PLANLAC, Manuel Otero,
the coordinator of the Plan, presented
a detailed report on the implementa-
tion of the Plan, dissemination activi-
ties, and efforts made to secure re-
sources. (See separate article.)




Headquarters

nJuly 12, lon lliescu, President
O of Romania, delivered an ad-
dress on “The Democratic Process
and Agrarian Reform” to an audience
at IICA Headquarters, in which he ex-
pressed his country's interest in es-
tablishing active relations with Latin
America. He also expressed his de-
termination to strengthen ties with the
Institute so as to benefit from IICA’s
experience in the field of technical
cooperation and agricultural develop-
ment.

The audience included members of
the diplomatic corps, delegates from
international agencies and coopera-
tion organizations, government offi-
cials of Costa Rica and journalists.

The European leader also referred to
his country’s determination to estab-
lish a civilian government as part of
Romania’'s democratic process, and to
the measures taken by his govern-
ment, especially in the economic field,
since he took office last year.

Martin E. Pifieiro, Director General of
lICA, stated that lliescu’s visit confirms
Romania’s interest in establishing
closer relations with Costa Rica and
lICA, and reflects “the importance
lliescu’s government gives to agricul-
ture.” Pifieiro added that it was this
concern that led Romania to join the
Institute as an observer on April 23 of
this year,

REGULAR CONTACTS

lliescu referred to the openness being
promoted by his government, and
stressed that, in terms of foreign
policy, special emphasis has been
placed on strengthening ties with Latin
American countries.

As' examples, he mentioned Rom-
ania's regular contact with multilateral
agencies in the hemisphere, such as
the Latin American subgroup of the

4
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Romania Reiterates Interest in
Strengthening Ties with Latin America

-

President lliescu and the Director General of IICA, Martin E. Pifieiro, share views on the reforms taking

place in Eastern Europe.

Group of 77, the Organization of
American States (OAS), the Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB),
the Board of the Cartagena Agree-
ment (JUNTA), the Latin American
Integration Association (ALADI), and
the Rio Group.

President lliescu also spoke of IICA’s
contributions to the region’s agricul-
tural development as “experience that
would be very important for us, since
“...we are in the process of a basic
restructuring and reorganization of our
economy....”

Romania’s presence as a permanent
observer of IICA and the OAS, he
added, will facilitate contact with spe-
cialists and the initiation of cooperation
projects that will be beneficial to all.
According to lliescu, the Institute can
make valuable contributions in the
de\{elopmem of agricultural strategies,
wh»ch are of great importance to Ro-
mania, since there are “certain simi-
larities in the ways problems are ap-

proached and in the concerns shared
by specialists from IICA and our
country.”

He indicated that the essence of the
“irreversible change” that has taken

place in Romania lies in the commit-
ment of the people to promote a plu-
ralist democratic system, a State of

Law, a market economy, and full re- -

spect for human rights. “The transition
process is extremely complex,” ac-
knowledged lliescu, stressing the fact

that there is “no turning back, sowe -
view our newly reborn nation with -

confidence and hope.”

He explained that his governrr)ent
recognizes the importance of agricul

ture for the economy, and, therefore,

has adopted a series of measures t?
strengthen a free market for theif

products, to promote private ente"

prise, distribute land, and provide a¢

cess to credit.



Latin America and the Caribbean:
Commitment to Support Economic
Progress of Rural Women Reaffirmed

D uring an international conference
on the economic progress of ru-
ral women, held at [ICA Headquarters
and sponsored by the International
Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD), the participants reaffirmed
their commitment to support the eco-
nomic progress of poor rural women in
Latin America and the Caribbean.

The crucial need to guarantee social,
political and economic equality to the
rural population was also supported by
the authorities who took part in the
conference, which also served as a
prologue to the “Women’s Summit,”
which will be held next February in
Brussels. The Summit will bring to-
gether the spouses of presidents,
heads of states and world govern-
ments, under the auspices of Queen
Fabiola of Belgium.

Idriss Jazairy, the president of IFAD;
Martin Pineiro, the Director General of
IICA; and Gloria Bejarano de
Calderon, the First Lady of Costa
Rica, all participated in the closing
ceremony of the seminar, which was
carried out with support from IICA,
UNIFEM, and the governments of
Norway and the Netherlands.

In addition to being a forum for pre-
paring recommendations to enhance
the participation of rural women in the
production process, under favorable
conditions, the meeting gave organi-
zations such as IICA and IFAD - com-
mitted to the region’s rural develop-
ment - an opportunity to reaffirm their
decision to join forces for the benefit of
the rural population.

SPECIAL ATTENTION
Jazairy indicated that IFAD, a United

!\Jations agency specialized in provid-
ing financial aid to underprivileged

Photo/R. Escobar

farmers, recognizes the need to give
women special attention. Their eco-
nomic progress, according to Jazairy,
is essential if they are to attain a more
equitable economic and social status.
This proposal, he added, will be pre-
sented at the Brussels Summit meet-
ing by the women themselves and will
have the political backing of the First
Ladies.

RN e e

Gloria Bejarano de Calderon, the First
Lady of Costa Rica, stressed the ur-
gent need to guarantee rural women
just access to land, credit, and tech-
nology, especially in the present situ-
ation “when our countries are in the
process of making structural adjust-
ments” and the ability to produce
quality products is a must in order to
compete on international markets.

The President of IFAD, Idriss Jazairy (right) held a press conference, during which he presented a
summary of the results of the meeting. With him are the First Lady of Costa Rica, Gloria Bejarano de
Calderon, who officially closed the seminar, and the Director of External Relations of lICA, Jorge

Werthein.

According to Martin E. Pifeiro, the
disadvantageous situation of rural
women is one of the problems the re-
gion seeks to remedy by modernizing
agriculture and linking it with
agroindustry, and thus achieve equi-
table and sustainable development.

The Director General of IICA ap-
plauded the achievements of the
meeting, citing it as an excellent ex-
ample of how agencies of the United
Nations and the Inter-American Sys-
tem can work together.

The participants presented a total of
eleven proposals, all aimed at revers-
ing the disadvantaged situation of ru-
ral women. They stressed the fact that
the role of rural women is twofold:
productive and reproductive. The
participants stated that “one must not
be emphasized at the expense of the
other and that their voice and their
opinions must be heard and re-
spected.”




Deputy Director General Represents
[ICA at OAS General Assembly

he Deputy Director General of IICA, L. Harlan Dafl\t/rl]sé
T took part in the Twenty-first General Assembly (3 .
Organization of American States (OAS), held from Jun
3-8 in Santiago, Chile.

Davis presented a report on the Institute’s activitie§ in
support of agricultural development and rural well-being,
as well as technical cooperation actions carried out gndgr
the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Caribbean (PLANLAC).

In his presentation to the ministers and deputy minis.ters
of the Americas, Davis summarized the principal sections
of IICA’s Annual Report, approved by the General As-
sembly, which included sections on the support given the
OAS observer missions in Nicaragua, El Salvador, and
Haiti.

He also presented a summary gf the preparationg bein

made for the Tenth Inter-American Qonlerence of Mip.
isters of Agriculture (!CMA) and the Sn.(th Regular Mee.
ing of the Inter-Amerlgan Board of Agrlcullure (IABA), 1o
be held concurrently in Madrid, Spain from September

22-27.

The delegates from Argentina and Bolivia made specia
mention of IICA’s role in the execution of the PLANLAQ
as well as its contribution to the region's agriculiyra
modernization process.

They also highlighted IICA’s assistapce in §ecuring ox-
ternal resources, carrying out agromdu'st'rlal projects,
analyzing agricultural policies and providing technica|
assistance to national development plans.

During the General Assembly of the OAS, measures
were proposed to improve environmental conservation
and a plan of action was drawn up to promote the eco-
nomic and trade proposals included in the Initiative for the
Americas of United States President George Bush.

—————

IICA Seeks New Types of
Cooperation with Italy

D uring an official visit to Italy, to

establish new cooperation ties
with that country, the Director of
External Relations of IICA, Jorge
Werthein, met with government of-
ficials responsible for cooperation
programs, and authorities from in-
ternational organizations head-
quartered in Rome, such as FAQO
and IFAD.

At the Ministry of Foreign Relations,
{\ Werthein and Minister Enrico De

Maio, the new Director of Multilateral
Cooperation, reviewed the present
relationship between the Ministry and

IICA, and explored new formulas for
joint action,

The Director of External Relations
then visited the headquarters of the
United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), and represented
the Institute at the Ninety-ninth

Session of the General Council of
FAQ.,

Subsequently, he met with the
President of the International Fund
for Agricultural Developmen}
(IFAD), Idriss Jazairy, who indi
cated the desire of this specialized
agency of the United Nations 10
strengthen its ties with II(':A.
Werthein also met with other high-
ranking officials of IFAD.

-




ICA will participate in EXPQ’92 in

Seville, Spain with a presentation
on the challenges facing Latin

America and the Caribbean as the re-
gion enters a new century. This event
will take place from April through Oc-
tober of next year and will focus on the
theme of the Fifth Centennial, “En-
counter of Two Worlds.”

The presentation is part of a joint effort
of the four basic institutions of the In-
ter-American System: the General
Secretariat of the Organization of
American States (OAS), the Interna-
tional Development Bank (IDB), the

Pan American Health Organiza-
tion (PAHO), and the Inter-
American Institute for Coopera-
tion on Agriculture (IICA).

The organizations will address three
basic issues: the present situation in
and potential of the region; problems
that affect development as the region
enters a new century; and a general
overview, illustrated with examples of
how the System works as a whole and
through its specialized agencies, in
order to help the region meet the
challenges of the future.

The presentation will also include
films, slides, photographs, and deco-
rative panels to be housed in a special
pavillion of the inter-American exhibit,
in the “Plaza de las Americas” in

[ICA to Participate in
EXPO’92 in Sevilla

Seville, together with exhibits from
several other countries of the region.

In Washington, a special committee is
coordinating and preparing the details
of this regional exhibit, including the
date of the “Day of Honor” to be dedi-
cated to the inter-American System.
In the next few weeks, inter-institu-
tional agreements will be signed by
the organizations of the System, as
well as the specific agreement with

EXPO’ 92.

One-hundred fifty-six representatives
from 111 countries, 17 autonomous
communities of Spain, 22 international
organizations and six companies will
participate in EXPO '92.

Greater Access to Sources of
Agricultural Information

D uring an international seminar,
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Food of Spain (MAPA) and
IICA agreed to join efforts in expand-
ing markets for and increasing the
profitability of agricultural information
publications printed in Spanish, to
benefit the countries of Africa, the
Caribbean, and the Pacific (ACP).

The meeting, which took place in
June, was organized by the Technical
Centre for Agricultural and Rural De-
velopment (CTA) -headquartered in
the Netherlands - in coordination with
MAPA and IICA. The CTA provides
aid to approximately 70 ACP states in
matters related to agricultural infor-
mation sources.

MAPA hopes to incorporate into
its publications documents related
to topics of interest and agricul-
tural policies in Latin America and
the Caribbean, in order to
strengthen cooperation and reac-
tivate socioeconomic areas in the
agro-food sector. Atthe same
time, IICA will strengthen its ties
with other organizations.

With regard to information net-
works, Ana Maria Arias, of the In-
ter-American Agricultural Docu-
mentation and Information Center
(CIDIA), indicated that IICA was
willing to make existing data banks on
cocoa, coffee, and animal production
systems available to interested cen-
ters; CTA will identify the ACP institu-

nate its data bases on cocoa and coffee.

tions that have the operating capacity
to apply and manage these data
bases.




I
Sign Agreement

ICA and the International

Crops Research Institute for
the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT)
have signed an agreement to up-
grade agriculture and rural devel-
opment in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

The document was signed by the
Deputy Director General of lICA,
L. Harlan Davis, and by Compton
Paul, head of the team from
ICRISAT's Latin American Pro-
gram.

Activities called for in the agree-
ment include, among others, the
preparation of studies on institu-
tional and technical aspects of
sorghum and millet production;
direct consultation through tech-
nical missions or individual ex-
perts; and training through
| courses, seminars, in-service
| training, study trips and scholar-
| ships.

ICRISAT, headquartered in India,
has conducted successful re-
search on sorghum and is working
to further improve this crop and
millet in semiarid tropics. ICRISAT
also has regional programs in Af-
rica and Latin America.

At present, ICRISAT serves as an
associate center for the Regional
Program to Strengthen Agricul-
tural Research on Staple Grains in
Central America and Panama,
The purpose of this Program is to

[ICA Signs Letter of Understanding o
[nter-American Association of Journg

ICA and the Inter-American As_so-

ciation of Agricultural Journalists
(ASIPA) recently signed a Ie'tter of
understanding aimed at supporting the
reactivation of agriculture both na-
tionally and regionally. The letter also
establishes the Institute’s support for
the Association, which was founded
last April in Santiago, Chile.

The document was signed by the
Deputy Director General of IICA, L.
Harlan Davis and Enrique Inostroza,
President of ASIPA and the Chilean
Association of Agricultural Journalists.
Both officials recognized that this
agreement provides an excellent op-
portunity to work together, as part of
renewed efforts toward integration in
Latin America and the Caribbean.

1th

lsts i
ASIPA, whose gogq| is to
nalists a part of achieving € jouy,
riculture, views its relationg .~ M
as an opportunity to take dv‘”rlh licy
the Institute’s broag expef."‘agem
technical cooperation and l;el?c‘-‘ in
from its economic backing ap ENgfiy
tacts in promoting its objectiy N
lated to training. este.
Davis indicated that inasmuch as
riculture has made importap &
nomic, social and politica] contnbu-
tions to the region, agricultura| imo,:
mation should not be neglecteq in the
mass media. “At a time when free
trade is being promoted internation.
ally, agriculture must play a key rolein
the new proposals for economic de-
velopment,” he added. 4
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improve the production of corn,

Joint Action. In June,
Caribbean (IESCARIB

lICA and the Institute of Socioeconomic Studies

E) signed a general cooperation agreementt

beans, rice, and sorghum in the
isthmus and, consequently, the
socioeconomic conditions of small

and medium-scale farmers. j

8

Caribbean. The s
of M{irtin E. Pifieiro, the D
President of IESCARIBE.

g)t‘?r: El;eisearch and other activities aimed at providing a thorough und
mpact of free trade on the agricultural sector of Central
gning took place at IICA Headquarters, with th

irector General of IICA, and Juan Man

e parti
uel Villasus®

hat covers
erstandlng

America and!
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Opportunities for Agricultural Trade with
Korea to be Identified

Their work will be divided into stage§
and will focus on four groups of agri-
cultural commodities. These are:
grains and oilseeds; nontraditional
fruits and vegetables; traditional crops
such as coffee, bananas, cotton and
meat, and processed products such
as fruit pulp, canned goods and
chocolate.

Lee explained that the Korean market
is growing rapidly, and, along with it,
the demand for agricultural commodi-
ties. However, because only a limited
amount of land is available for the ex-
pansion of agriculture there, possibili-
ties are limited to increase food pro-
duction for a growing population.

Photo/R. Escobar

The Korean specialists Sang Mu-Lee and Young Kun Shim meet with IICA authorities.

M otivated by its interest in in- /

creasing the agricultural ex-
ports of Latin America and the Carib-
bean, the Government of the Republic
of Korea has seni two specialists to
~ the Inter-American Institute for Coop-
~ eration on Agriculture (IICA) to study
opportuniiies ior irade.

- The specialisic are Sang Mu-Lee, the
" Director General of the Agricultural
Structural Policy Bureau of the Minis-
- try of Agriculiure, Forestry and Fish-
eries of Korea, and Young Kun Shim,
aprofessor in the Department of Agri-
cultural Economics of the Seoul Na-
tional University. While at [ICA, they
will draw up a cooperation program
aimed at identifying opportunities for
agricultural trade between Korea and
- the countries of the region.

Photo/R. Escobar

Donation to CATIE. The Regional Office for Central American Programs
(ROCAP) of the Agency for International Development (AID) increased its
donation by one million three hundred thousand dollars, to fund the regional
project for postgraduate education and training of the Tropical Agricultural

The visit of the two specialists - both of

. whom hold doctpr's degrees in ag_rl~ Research and Training Center (CATIE). The amendment to the agreement is
cultural economics and have vast in- signed by the Director General, Martin E. Pifieiro, accompanied by Eduardo

~ ternational experience in this field - Trigo, Director of IICA’s Program on Technology Generation and Transfer (left)
was arranged by IICA almost a year and Eduardo Hipsley, Assistant to the Liaison Officer of ROCAP.

ago. Korea is one of the thirteen ob-
server countries of the Institute.




el Goyernment OMfiCIA e
from IICA in Technical Advice

d technical advice m )
grafling a billand an administrative

j i d titles

roiect for the registry of lan S, |
cad]astral surveys, and cartography, In , ——
order to organize rural property In

Venezuela.

Deputy Walter Marquez,.presidem of
the Commission on Agriculture and
Agrarian Policy of the Venezuelan
Congress, made the request during
the mission’s visit to IICA headquar-

tersin June.

r members of the Venezuelan &
ion included Deputies Alejandro -
hez and Hector Rodriguez; Alice ,
eau Dominguez, National Director
eography and Cartography; and
I Arismendi, the Director of Ru-
astral Surveys of the Ministry of
lture and Livestock. IICA’s As-
t Deputy Director General for
rations, Alfonso Cebreros, pre-
over the meeting, which was
attended by other IICA officials.
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During the meeting, Marquez stated
that IICA’s technical support will serve ; ; ; Bvaraf? ;

A3 - Deputy Walter Marquez (third from left to right) ex| lained that the goal of the ]
as a scientific basis for the study on p,o’;e%y,-,, ve,,ez:z;/a_ ‘ ZRlse S projects s fo organElel
rural property currently being con- :
ducted by the Venezuelan Parliament.

Women and Health

A cycle of conferences on
women'’s health issues was
held at ICA Headquarters in
June, under the auspices of
the Office of the First Lady of
Costa Rica, Gloria Bejarano.
Sundari Ravindran, (left) a
recognized authority in the
field, presented a series of
talks on the subject. The ac-
tivity was attended by ap-
proximately 100 people, in-
cluding representatives and
leaders of organizations that
work with women.

10



PLANLAC Under Way

he Plan of Joint Action for Agri-

cultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(pLANLAC), a broad-based proposal
for development approved by the
ministers of agriculture of the Ameri-
cas and coordinated by IICA, has
been put into operation, according to a
report presented to the Executive
committee by Manuel Otero, the
general coordinator of the PLANLAC.

Otero indicated that, twenty months
after being approved and imple-
mented, the Plan continues to work
toward achieving three objectives: to
expedite the execution of projects -
with emphasis on strengthening the
different national components; to de-
velop activities related to dissemina-
tion and the securing of external re-
sources; and to incorporate new ideas
and proposals presented by the dif-
ferent subregional sectoral forums.

As a result of efforts to develop
projects, coordinated by the Director-
ate of Programming and Evaluation
(DIPROE) of IICA, more than half of
the programs and initiatives approved
inthe original PLANLAC are now un-
derway. By last April, 14 (24%) of the
58 projects included in the portfolio
were in the planning stage, feasibility
studies were being conducted for 8
(14%) and 36 (62%) were in progress.

DYNAMIC INITIATIVE

Otero explained that since the
PLANLAC is a dynamic initiative which
can be adjusted to reflect changes in
the international context and needs

that arise in subregional fora, some of
the original projects were reformu-
lated, while others were eliminated.
Thus, he added, new priorities have
been established by the sectoral fora.

For example, the Regional Council for
Agricultural Cooperation in Central
America, Mexico, Panama and the
Dominican Republic (CORECA) has
given preference to projects on policy
harmonization, trade, information and
agricultural health. The priorities of
the Advisory Council for Agricultural
Cooperation in the Countries of the
Southern Area (CONASUR) include
initiatives for intraregional trade, agri-
cultural health, the harmonization of
policies, and trade negotiations.

Referring to financing, Otero stated
that US$22.8 million has been ob-
tained to implement the PLANLAC,
and that negotiations are currently
under way with international coopera-
tion agencies to secure an additional
US$20 million to fund another 10
projects, including several on rural
development and the strengthening of
small-farmer organizations.

He also mentioned the two donor
meetings that had taken place in the
Central and Caribbean Areas, where
each subregion presented its agricul-
tural investment priorities, and impor-
tant “avenues for project negotiation”
were explored.

with regard to promotion and dis-
semination, the Coordinator of
PLANLAC stated that national semi-
nars were held in Peru, Brazil (two)

Manuel Otero

and Haiti last year, as was a subre-
gional seminar in Trinidad and To-
bago. He also highlighted [ICA’s
support in founding the Inter-American
Association of Agricuitural Journalists
(ASIPA) in Chile, last April.

The delegates to the Executive Com-
mittee responded favorably to the
progress report on the implementation
of the Plan. The delegate from
Dominica, Eliud Williams, proposed
that IICA support CARICOM in con-
tacting nontraditional donors in order
to increase the possibilities of agricul-
tural financing.

11



Training

[ICA-SIDA Project Engaged

in Intense Activity

he Women and Communications
T project, sponsored by IICA and
the Swedish International Develop-
ment Agency (SIDA) is currently in-
volved in an intensive program which
includes the production of two videos,
the organization of several national
orkshops and the publication of an

fficial brochure.

\

>

(s ]

t covers three aspects:
, and printed matter.

Two videos, “Slavery or Freecom™ and
“Rural Women in Central America,"
have already been produced. The
former, put together from materials
prepared by parnticipants in an inter-
ourse, deals with the ob-
ed by women - a double
orkday, invisible labor, discrimina-
tion. The latter, part of a subregional
sernies on the same issue, presents the
case of Costa Rica
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Between July and August, national
workshops were held in Guatemala,
Costa Rica, and El Salvador. They
were divided into units: one was re-
lated to the issue of gender and the
other, an introduction to communica-
tions. At a later date, training will be
provided on radio broadcasting tech-
niques and the preparation of printed
materials and videos. The project's
official brochure, “Women and Com-
munications" has been in circulation
since July.

Training Prograp,

Launcheq

he Inter~AmericanA i
gl
T Documentation andgln?glr';rsl

tion Center (CIDIA) 'aUHChed-
staff training program with 5 cou i
conducted from July 8-19 for gy
managers and administrativea
sistants from units and director :
at Headquarters and IICA Oﬂices;,s,
the countries.

Professors from the Central Amg;.
can Institute of Business Adminjs-
tration (INCAE) collaborated in the
course, lecturing on the principles
of administrative managemen
techniques, with emphasis on de.
cision making, time management,
and interpersonal relationships.

Representatives from the Director-
ate of Finances, the office of the
Internal Auditor, Human Re-
sources, the Directorate of Pro-
gramming and Evaluation
(DIPROE), and the office of the
Assistant Deputy Director General
for Operations participated inthe
seminar and provided the partici-
pants with the opportunity to update
and increase their knowledge on

the internal rules and regulationsof

@stitute. /

D uring a ten-week workshop held
at lICA Headquarters, techni-
cians from Central America designed
a training manual for officials from
public and private institutions, on the
preparation, administration, and
management of investment projects
for small rural enterprises.

The course, organized by IICA, the
Training and Study Program on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Develop-
ment for the Central American Isthmus
and the Dominican Republic (PRACA)

12

Technicians Design Manual

and the Radio Nederland Training
Centre (RNTC), is one of the activities

included in the IICA/RNTC Project for
this year.

According to the organizers, the
manual will fill a long-felt need, since
there are no instruments of this type in
the region to Support small-farmer or-

ganizations in project managem
and development, il

Participants included re
Presentatives
from agricultural development insti-

—

tutes or the ministries of agriculture of
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemalaé
Honduras, Panama, Nicaragua, an
the Dominican Republic.

PRACA has been in operation 1or0Vef
a decade, but its convention Was ’i
newed in 1989 by rural deve!°P$)°n
and agrarian reform organizd -
from the isthmus and the Dom"
Republic.
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September: The Tenth
JICMA

he key topic of the Tenth Inter-American Conference of

Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA), which will meet Sep-
tember 22-27, in Madrid, is “Latin American and Caribbean
Agriculture and the International Context of the Nineties:
Strategies for the Close of the Century.”

The central topic of the Conference, which refers to the
challenges faced by the agricultural sector of the region in
effectively taking its place in a changing world, will be looked
atfromthree angles: “Changes inthe International Economy:
Implications for Agro-food Trade in Latin America and the
Caribbean,” “The Agenda for Agriculture in the 1990s:
Comprehensive Modernization, Agroindustrialization gnd
Natural Resources,” and “International Technical Cooperation
at the Close of the Twentieth Century: Proposals and Re-
flections.”

Atthe invitation of the Spanish government, the Sixth Regular
Meeting of the Inter-American Agricultural Board ('IABA),
ICA’s governing body, and the Tenth ICMA, the highest-
level sectoral forum, will meet concurrently and, for the first
time, outside the Americas.

The meetings constitute a true agricultural summit meeting
andwillbe inaugurated by King Juan Carlos|.On Septe_mber
25, the President of Spain, Felipe Gonzalez, will give a
special audience to all the ministers of agriculture.

July - August - September 1991

At the initiative of the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food of Spain (MAPA), Pedro Solbes, the ministers of
agriculture of the Americas, together with their European
counterparts and agricultural authorities from the EEC, will
also have the opportunity to participate in a round table
discussion on agricultural trade and opportunities for inter-
national cooperation.

Documents and Discussions

Discussions during the Conference will be based on a series
of working documents, prepared after a long process of
consultation with the countries, in specialized fora, high-
level meetings and international seminars. Manuel Otero, of
IICA, together with other specialists, was in charge of co-
ordinating these activities.

These documents and the key topic are a continuation of the
work done at the Ninth ICMA in Ottawa, Canada, in 1987,
where an analysis was made of the leading role agriculture
should play in social and economic reactivation.

These documents propose an agriculturaldevelopment model
based on three major principles: participatory and compre-
hensive development, to strengthendemocracy inthe region;
efficiency, which will make it possible to articulate the sector
with the global economy; and sustainability, which explicitly
brings conservation of naturalresources andthe environment
into agricultural development. Complementing these ideas
is the call to make changes in the international and regional
technical cooperation system, involving it in providing sup-
port for these processes at a time of increased subregional
integration.

Document 1, on the International Context, analyzes the
evolution of events in recent years, particularly from the
standpoint of trade.

Document 2, which refers to the Agricultural Agenda, sets
forth the main issues of the nineties and develops the three
main components of the proposed model.

Document 3, on International Technical Cooperation, is a
commentary on the evolution of the agenda since the end of
World War Il. It contains specific recommendations to sup-
port the integration processes and identifies areas of joint
action.

Inorderto add to the discussions of the Conference, a series
of reference documents has also been prepared, including a
document on “Changes in Agro-food Policies in the New
International Context: A European Perspective,” which was
prepared by a group of specialists from MAPA.
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Il
lBCrli\ille Will Foster Constructive Dialogue
guidelines for

ltural sector incoming years, the Tenth
?grence of Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA)
will provide an excellent opportu-
nity for constructive dialogue be-
tween Europe and Latin America,
according to Milciades Sa Freire
de Souza, Brazil's delegate to the
meeting of lICA’s Executive Com-
mittee.

In addition to being a forum which will provide

developing the agri
Inter-AmericanCon

| According to Sa Freire, the sum-

mit meeting is based on a solid
foundation, inasmuch as the topi-
cal documents which will be the
basis for the deliberations in
Madrid, and which were analyzed
by the Committee, include issues such as the international
situation, sustainability, the links between modernization
and democracy, all of which have a direct bearing on
agriculture in the region.

Photo/R, Escobar

The ICMA, which brings together the ministers of agriculture
fromthe Americas, their European counterparts and officials
from the EEC, continued Sa Freire, provides an historic
opportunity for Europe and LAC to increase their under-
standing of issues related to trade and integration.

Chile:
Agricultural Summit Creates
Great Expectations

Accordingto Maximiliano Cox, the
Chilean delegate to the Executive
Committee, the summit meeting
of ministers of agriculture, to be
held in Madrid, has created great .
expectations since it will provide §
an opportunity to talk with Euro- &
pean authorities about important <
ISSues.

Photo/R

Cox described as the most important aspect of the Ten

ICMA the fact that ministers from the Ame;r)icas will have trtug
opportunity to meet with their counterparts from the Euro-
pean Economic Community (EEC), since this will enable
them to exchange ideas on issues such as protection barri-
ers, WhI‘Ch directly affect agricultural trade and, conse-
quently, ‘the possibilities for development in our countries.”

In the opinion of the Chilean official, the agri i
is in line with the new international context,gcﬁglrgggr?zug&nt:n
the establishment of economic blocs, the opening of thy
economies, and the liberalization of trade. He added thate
given the impact of these trends on the economies of the
region, the Declaration of Madrid should contain clearguide-

lines in order to capitali
Ize on advan G
drawbacks. tages and minimize

2
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Delegates on Executive Committee

Spaln:
Positive Results Expected

Julio Blanco, Technical Secretary General of the Min:
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAPA) of Spain, < S

the agenda forthe Tenth oS
Very appropriate” ang i"\:‘a:i\s
that it will serve as a &\u““
ideas on the development o
new agriculture in Latin Aneo R
and the Caribbean, R

He addedthatthe docy N

have been prepared, ?se:t::h:‘:
thevaﬁousconsuhatwen;egw =
thathave taken place.willp:{;“-
the foundation for fruitful dxsa?:
sions by the ministers. ;

The presence of King Juan Carlos | during the inaugural
session of the meetings, and the audience grantedby F
Gonzalez, the President of the Government, are evidenceof
the importance accorded the meetings by Spain.

With regard to the meeting scheduled to take place between
the ministers of agriculture from the Americas, their Eur-
pean counterparts and agricultural officials from the Euro-
pean Community, the official from MAPA stated that “Spain
is proud to serve as the meeting ground for these two greal
areas andto provide the setting for the exchange of viewson
the future of trade and cooperation.”

Saint Lucia
Opportunity for Strengthening Ties

Ferdinand Henry, the Minister of Agriculture of Saint Luc,
was hopeful that the Tenth ICMA
wouldresultincloserties between
the Caribbean and “our neigh-
bors in Latin America” as well as
the European Community.

According to Henry, the Carib-
bean is confident that the Tenth
ICMA will further strengthen its 3
relations with IICA. “We hope that § ‘
the process that began with the &
Ottawa meeting and the 8 li\

PLANLAC will continue in this &
ICMA, and thus improve agricul- :

ture in the region and the standard of livin
farmers.”

ai
g of the smal

With regard to the working documents preparedin SUPWS:J
the discussions in Spain, the official praised theirqualty: uld
added that they would help in reaching decisions ! at) o
Loster the agricultural development of the region in s

ra.
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Latin America and the Caribbean:

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead for
Agricultural Trade and Integration

ccording to one of the working

documents thatwill serve as the
foundation for discussions during the
meeting of ministers of agriculture of
the Americas, to be held in Madrid in
September, the decade of the nine-
ties, marked by important changes on
the international scene, presents 3
host of challenges and opportunities
for agricultural trade and integration in
Latin America and the Caribbean.

Although the economies of the region
will have to become more competitive
and efficient, the new era also opens
up a whole realm of possibilities with
favorable implications for the econo-
mies: the dismantling of systems of
subsidies and protection measures
which have affected agricultural trade,
the possible creation of a hemispheric
common market, the revitalization of
integration processes, and the devel-
opment of new technologies that will
enhance natural comparative advan-
tages.

Theseissues are included in“Changes
in the International Economy: Impli-
cations for Agro-food Trade in Latin
America and the Caribbean,” one of
three working documents prepared
after a long process of seeking con-
sensus and consultation in high-level
meetings, forums, and seminars, to be
submitted to the consideration of the
Tenth Inter-American Conference of
Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA).

MAIN TRENDS

The early 1990s were characterized
by the establishment of economic
blocs, the end of the cold war, the
liberalization of trade, and the globali-
Zation offinancial and service markets.

Against the backdrop of these events,
large centers of economic power be-
gan to take shape, around which in-
ternational trade will revolve: North
America, with its area of free trade
between the United States, Mexico,
and Canada; Europe, with the opening
of the Single European Market as of
1993; and the East, led by Japan, and
made up of the Asian tigers and the
countries of the South Pacific.

Photo/Oscar Bonilla, Peru

With regard to agriculture, worldwide
trends in agriculture, and their pos-
sible repercussions in the region, can
be grouped into three categories: ad-
vances in biotechnology, concern for
natural resource conservation, and a
moderate increase in the demand for
tropical products.

Although the enormous potential of
biotechnology has been acknowl-

. 4 .J‘"«"

Competitiveness and efficiency are two challenges that must be met in light of new opportunities in

international agricultural trade.

Latin America and the Caribbean have
undergone two important processes:
the return of democratic governments
to the majority of the countries and the
renewed emphasis on integration,
motivated by the fact that the interna-
tional situation demands scales of pro-
duction and markets that go beyond
national borders.

edged, so has its high cost. Therefore,
multinational activities and special,
innovative arrangements with inter-
national enterprises have been pro-
posed. With regard to natural re-
sources, great importance is given to
this topic and to the ways in which the
regioncanuse its geneticdiversity and
forests and water resources to attract
investments to the area.
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=an Basin countries. Likewise, the
jormation and strengthening of eco-
nomic blocs will intensify intraregional
trade and reorganize trade relations
among groups of nations

In relation 1o trade policies, three top-
ics of great importance for Latin
America and the Caribbean dominate
the international panorama: The Uru-
guay Round of the General Agree-

which stalled in December without
reaching agreement on agricultural
subsidies: the establishment of the
Single European Market and the
opening of the countries of Eastern
Europe; and the signing of the North
American free trade agreement.

The GATT negotiations may produce
limited agreements forreducing subsi-
dies on agricultural exports and in-
creasing access to the protected mar-
kets of the North. The European Market
will bring an end to preferential treat-
ment for certain countries, which will
mean that competitiveness will be the
sole basis for the entry of commodities

into the market. g

reun_ification of Germhgﬁagwg 8
nomic opening of the Eag the ey,
certain unknowns, althoughn iy
reasonable to expect an incr. "

the demand for tropical copy *ase iy
over the short term. MOl

The outlook for the regio
improved by the signin% Q, ?y?: ,\?ee”
American trade agreement an :
launching of United Stateg Presig
Bush’s Initiative for the Americag snt
signed to create a hemispheric 1 %
trade zone. &

d the

ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT),
A ccording 1o the document “The

Agenda for Agriculture in the
1930s: Comprehensive Modemization,
Agroindustrialization and Natural Re-
sources,” there is general consensus
that agriculture should play a more
central role and that it should be made

comprehensive and sustainable and
be expanded

The crisis currently affecting the
economies of the region should be
seen as a turning point marking the
beginning of the reactivation of the
economies, in general, and the agri-
culural sector, in particular. This pro-
cess involves adjustments, the liberal-
izauon of trade, and integration. To-
ether, these reflect a desire 10 over-
ome the crisis and 1o play a more
pragmatic and viable role in the new
imermational context.

9
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DEMOCRACY AND
MODERNIZATION

In order 1o capitalize on the potential
benefits of integration and increased
panicipation in international markets,
it is necessary 1o underiake a process
of modernization based on the sound
use of natural and human resources,

in a new institutional and political
framework.

4
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Agricultural Agenda for
the Nineties
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The challenge is to combine modern-
zation and democracy in such a way
nat they support each other. To ac-
complish this, it will be necessary to
design a new model that will promote
sconomic growth and 'd.ev.elopmenl
and consolidate and legitimize demo-
cratic systems. At the heart of this
model is the idea of democratic and
comprehensive modernization, one
which provides the beneficiaries of the
processwimgreateroppoﬁunities and
attempts to break with the existing
quality of large- and small-scale agri-
culture. The modemization process
should be negotiated, and such ne-
gotiations should address suchissues
as the role and modernization of the
State, the operation of markets, rural
development, and policies for com-
pensating the sectors most affected
by reorganization.

The modernization of the State should
focus on the role it plays in regulating
and supporting economic activity. This
involves three dimensions: streamlin-
ing and developing the management
capabilities of the State, privatization,
and decentralization. The operation of
the market system should also be ne-
gotiated by the groups involved, the
goal beingto improve competitiveness.
Among other things, this implies
eliminating discriminatory mechanisms
which tend to exclude certain ethnic
groups or genders from the market.
Likewise, it is necessary to ensure
equal participation for small-scale
farmers in financial and commodity
markets; the different types of farmers
must be given training to upgrade their
entrepreneurial skills.

Ruraldevelopment may be interpreted
1o mean the process of changing and
modernizing backward rural areas,
traditionally occupied by small-scale
farmers. In this process, small-scale
farmers, the State, and local and re-
gional entrepreneurs, all become the
agents of change. From this perspec-
e, sustainable rural development
demands that there be true decentrali-
Zation in the decision-making process

and in the execution of actions at the
locallevel. To accomplishthis, itwillbe
necessary to adopt the concept of
microregions in the management of
the res publica in relations between
the State and the private sector.

The countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean must design mechanisms
1o support the social strata most af-
fected by the transition; in otherwords,
special attention should be paid to the
poorest rural sectors. They must be
integrated into production and recog-
nized as social groups with the power
to negotiate, and a decentralized in-
stitutional system must be established.

NEW LINKAGE BETWEEN
AGRICULTURE AND THE WORLD
ECONOMY

A review of the last twenty-five years
shows that, while the region grew and
underwent a process of industrializa-
tion, the secondary sector, with some
exceptions, was not provided with the
means to compete. Thus, as the last
decade of the century begins, it is the
agricultural/agroindustrial complex that
is in the best position to meet the
challenges that lie ahead.

Therefore, as Latin America entersthe
twenty-first century, the best alterna-
tive is to have leaders capable of de-
signing policies for growth based on a
foundation of viable options. Viable
options are those technological, pro-
duction, financial and trade systems
that create linkages-between sectors,
and which, when put into use, improve
overall performance. The challenge,
then, lies inimplementing policies that
will facilitate fiscal adjustment and
stabilization, as conditions become
right for using these options to spur
growth. The expanded agricultural
sectoris aviable option, and, in light of
current economic thinking in Latin
America, will probably lead the way
because itis in a position to promote a
competitive/innovative system which
has different technical levels and con-
tributes to equity. Nevertheless, it is

unlikely that this will succeed unlesi
the economy as a whole becomes
more dynamic.

Itis essential to redefine the parameters
of the sector, movingtoward a brqader
approach in which agriculture is Imkgd
with the food-processing agroin-
dustries and with the processing -
dustries, which producesintermedlat.e
goods that will be used as inputs In
highly complex industrial processes.

NATURAL RESOURCES AND
SUSTAINABILITY

Even though, superficially, the situg-
tion with regard to natural resources in
LAC would appear to be promising, a
closer look reveals serious localized
problems of erosion, loss of forest§,
loss of genetic diversity, etc. This
situation, whichisthe result of a lack of
coordination between policies and
between institutions, is exacerbated
by the crisis and the need to meet
external commitments. Thus, it is evi-
dent that current production patterns
canonly be maintained at the expense
of future generations.

Inmovingtoward styles of development
and production strategies that are
sustainable over the long term, it will
be necessary to change consumption
patterns, and even to limit production
and productivity now for the sake of
the future. This is particularly true in
Latin America and the Caribbean.
While it is true that one of the factors
thatdistinguishes the regionfromother
parts of the developing world is the
wealth and diversity of its natural re-
sources and the undeniable potential
of its agricultural sector, the fact that a
huge mass of poor small farmers are
forced to overexploit their land just to
survive is also a painful reality.

The deterioration of natural resources
is the result, on the one hand, of the
failure of the market to place a value on
relatively abundant natural resources,
and on the other, of the inability of the
public sector to reflect on and plan for

5
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the future, as a result of the current

financial cnsis

The problems of sustainable devel-
opment cannot be understood or
colved if their different dimensions are
looked at in isolation The different

components of what we have chosen
to call our ecological capital are parts
of an interconnected and interdepen-
dent whole. Political, economic and
environmental considerations are
closely interrelated at all levels, in a
maze of causes and effects where itis

d!fti.cult,' if not impossibla t
dlstung|shthescopeandn,;]its €arly
Multidimensionality and i Ofeaeh

dence are the basic °°"°epl‘ir?:b s
ear

in mind in analyzing and find;
tions for these problems, 'nding soy.

more effective, if they are to keep up
with the profound changestaking place

in the world

Jt forth in “Intemational

ea 1S i
echnical Cooperation in Agriculture

———— .

Reorientation of International
Technical Cooperation Proposed

at the Close of the Twentieth Century:
Reflections and Proposals,”one of the
working documents prepared for the
Tenth ICMA.

imernationa agVIC‘J"u’Ia/ cooperalion musl serve as a llwe betw ¥ ’
solunons 66N loday s ‘xouems and lOmOIIOW s
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FROM POST-WAR TO COLD waR

The present-day system of intema-
tional technical and financial coopera-
tion came into being at the conclusion
of the Second World War. Today, how-
ever, neither the international agenda
nor the geopolitical situation are the
same.

Economic and political changes
resulting from the end of the Cold War
have altered the bases on which the
traditional model was founded. The
appearance of new donor orga-
nizations and nations, the crisis of the
State and the progressive growth of
the private sector, the process of
dismantling colonial holdings and the
entry of new countries into the sphere
of cooperative interrelationships aré
some of the factors which have radically
changed the structure and ma
nagement of international orga-
nizations.

In the meantime, the world has been
moving toward the globalization of
markets, increased trade and the for-
mation of economic blocs.

The challenge today lies in linking
today's problems with tomorrow's 8%
lutions. To do this, it will bé necessd
to establish a common agenda o
developed and developing nations:
for donor and beneficiary countfie®
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oRGANIZATIONS FACE
CHALLENGE

|n Latin America and the Caribbean,
more attention is being paid to the
agricultural sector in the search for g
new development model. The sector's
proven capacity to withstand the cri-
sis, its economic and social impor-
tance, and the need for the new model
1o be based on the exploitation of the
region’s natural comparative advan-
tages, are the reasons for assigning
the sector a new role.

From the regional viewpoint, the top-
ics on the agenda focus on the devel-
opment of a participatory and compre-
hensive style of modernization, an
agricultural sector linked to the overall
economy, and the conservation of
natural resources.

From the perspective of the donor
countries, the focus of the agenda has
shifted to the conservation of the envi-
ronment, the drug problem, and mas-
sive migration -all of which are exter-
nal manifestations of the crisis affect-
ing the region.

Nonetheless, and notwithstanding the
similarities of the issues, it has not
been possible to set up a common
agenda, which would call for a new
definition of development.

With regard to agriculture and food in
Latin American and Caribbean, impor-
tant contributions can be made to re-
defining development and, subse-

quently, international cooperation in
this area,

Thereis a growing interest in the con-
servation of natura| resources and
Sustainable agricultural production; so
much sothatthese issues are increas-
ingly becoming part of the conditions
established by international funding
agencies for sectoral loans

The procedure is effective, although
certain risks are involved in setting
fixed time limits for disbursal of funds,
inasmush as the actions to be taken

often require different lengths of time
to bear fruit.

Another important issue is the ex-
Panded view of agriculture, given pro-
duction and trade linkages in agricul-
turalactivities, which go beyond strictly
sectoral divisions, and because of the
growing interaction between govern-
mental and nongovernmental organi-
zations.

International cooperation agencies
have taken this into account, and con-
sequently, have modified some of their
programs and projects.

International cooperation has a crucial
role to play with regard to training for
human resources, which continues to
be of utmost importance.

Itcan, forexample, cooperate in creat-
ing a network to identify training cen-
ters, by specialization, as well as in
training promoters and managers of
modernization projects.

Renewed efforts to achieve subre-
gional integration require the collabo-
ration of international organizations,

and their active participation in
supranational activities. Lastly, these
organizations provide forato exchange
views and reach agreement, essential
to achieving the type of development
sought.

TOWARDS A COMMON AGENDA

In order to further the contribution of
cooperation agencies, the allowing
proposals have been made:

— Development of international
mechanisms to fund longer term
actions and those which take
longer to bear fruit, to meet re-
quirements of sustainable devel-
opment.

— Changesinthe emphasis of tech-
nical cooperation moving beyond
the mere communication of
knowledge, to active participation
in development and integration
processes.

— Actionsthat promote dialogue and
coordination with the private sec-
tors of the countries.

— Promotion of projects requiring
multinational action.

— Expansion of their role as forums
for discussion.
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New Priorities Established for

Agro—food Policies

upport to family farms, the intro-

duction of adjustments in devel-
opment policies, diversificationin rural
areas and the promotion of sustain-
able agriculture are some of the priori-
ties included in agro-food policies be-
ing promoted by the industrialized
countries, according to one of the
working documents prepared for the
Tenth ICMA.

The document, prepared by a group of
experts from the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and Food of Spain
(MAPA), indicates that, in support of
these initiatives, a new conceptof food
security and quality must also be in-
cluded, so as toimprove uponprevious
outdated ideas.

The document, “Changes in Agro-food
Policies in the New International Con-
text: A European Perspective,” dis-
cusses in two chapters the current
agro-food situation in terms of political
and economic changes. It also sum-
marizes and analyzes the content and
orientation of new proposals on the
subject.

SUPPORT POLICIES

According to the MAPA experts, stabi-
lization of the rural population neces-
sarily involves promoting initiatives
aimed at raising income levels on fam-
ily farms. The experts emphasize that
thiswillbe necessary inorderto achieve
modern rural development and protect
the environment.

They pointed out that existing lines of
assistance - such as compensatory
indemnity, modernization and upgrad-
ing of productive activities, and com-
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modity marketing - will be strength-
ened. Also, they cited the following as
priorities: capitalization, technical
support and training and education for
farmers.

Regarding policies for diversification
in rural areas, the document states
that priority should be given to devel-
oping rural areas in general, rather
than just the agricultural sector.
Therefore, the economic agents in
each zone, as well as private and
public or semipublic organizations
should participate in this effort.

As to the environmental problem, it is
stated in the document that the farmer

assistance to zones not suiteq fora
riculture, and the reduction of agricy.
tural activity through economijc diver.
sification programs in those areas
where the environment is seriousfy
threatened.

Two topics having a major impact on
agro-food policies in Europe are food
safety and food quality. It is no longer
believed that food security depends
on increased use of production fac-
tors, the promotion of research, soft
credit, the formation of cooperatives
and State intervention in markets ang
production.

The “new philosophy” now being pro-
moted focuses on providing the con-
sumer with guarantees as to ingredi-
ents, sanitation, hygiene, and quality.
Inthis context, it becomes important to
implement systems protecting the

The MAPA delegation to the Executive Committee, headed b [ I ed the
, Julio Blanco (right), present i
reference document prepared by Spain for the Tenth ICMA. % -t

must be acknowledged as the princi-
pal agent of change. Therefore, it is
necessary to design and implement
compensatory measures that will
stimulate the use of less intensive pro-
duction methods and the application
of practices less harmful to the envi-
ronment. The latter include increased

identity and unique qualities of prod-
ucts, as a means of ensuring com
sumer safety. :




regional seminar on the for-
mulation and evaluation of
jocts that include issues related to
pe dor was recently conducted
gf”l‘l oA and the United Nations
Deve|opment Fung for Women
UNIFEM)' The seminar provided 28
women from Cem.ral America, the
pominican Republic, and Cuba with
the opponunily to update their knowl-
edge and upgrade their skills,

In the future, government and non-
go\,emmental organ}zations will ben-
ofit from the experience gained by
these women in the formulation of
projects that address cultural, social
and political issues that have a direct
impact on the situation of women and

WOITlen Co

Project Formulation

their participation in the development
processes.

Officials from UNIFEM expressed their
saliglaction with the results of the
Seminar, since this is the first time this
type of activity has been offered to
participants from Latin America and
the Spanish~speaking Caribbean.
A_ccording to Klaus Bethke, the re-
gional coordinator of UNIFEM, “This

mplete Course on

seminar is a pioneer event in this field,
since, up to now, courses on project
formulation have addressed issues
related to women only superfi-
cially.”

Bethke added that the training course
will probably be repeated in the
Andean region and in the English-
speaking Caribbean, since there is a
great demand for this type of course in
those regions.

In Bethke's opinion, other important
results of the seminar were the “fruit-
ful” exchange of experience among
the participants, and the interest
shown by some in carrying out similar
activities in their countries.

n organizational model for ag-
A ricultural extension programs,
| which will help improve living stan-
- | dards in rural areas of Peru, was
| prepared during a seminar held re-
'?icently in that country and sponsored
| by lICA.

- | The project, aimed at laying the
- | groundwork for a national system of
- | agricultural extension services, is
- | designed to coordinate relations be-
| tween farmer organizations and
- | campesinos, and public and private
- | institutions involved in research, ex-
tension services, technical assis-
fance, and promotion. It was recom-
mended that a national fund for inte-
grated rural development be estab-
lished to operate the project.

The seminar brought together more
than 50 specialists in the field -rep-
feésentatives from public organiza-
tions, universities, research institu-
tions, farmer organizations, profes-
3 sional associations, private technical
| 3ssistance agencies, as well as in-
| emational and nongovernmental
| ®'9anizations (NGOs).

Agricultural Extension Model Proposed in Peru

2l
@
5
H
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g

One of the main goals of the proposed model for agricultural extension services is to improve the

standard of living in rural areas of Peru.
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Resel
Caribbean

he dramatic changes in the international political and

economic scenario pose sobering challenges for us. In
the face of these developments, we cannot be complacent
with traditional thinking, strategies and modus operandi. For
example, the roles of agricultural research and technology
transfer must change if they are to be truly useful and able to
deal with new conditions world-wide, and particularly in the
Caribbean

Latin America and the Caribbean still struggle to deal with
the crisis of the “lost decade” of the 1980s. The indicators for
indebtedness, inflation, unemployment, salaries, invgstment,
and productivity continue to be cause for concern, in some
countries more than others. The region’'s most important
sector, agriculture, is suffering from this same economic
malaise. Latin America and, to a lesser extent, the Carib-
bean are “reaping the harvest” of many years of benign ne-
glect of the rural sectors. This is reflected not only in the
poor performance of the agricultural sector, but also in the
general economic growth of the region.

It is not necessary 1o go into the history of events; moreover,
history is not a prologue. However, we do need to remember
that the policies and strategies that have promoted import
substitution have been partially financed by agriculture.
Then, in 2n attempt to compensate for this discrimination,
governmenis began o set up certain strategies, many of
which were extremely costly and grossly ineffecient, and

which actually distorted the allocation of resources at the
sectoral and farm level.

A NEW ERA

This approach has not worked. We face the dawn of

; anew
era, brought on by the deep worldwide recession of the late
1960s, and reinforced by the dire circumstances of the

(*) Deputy Director General of ICA, The present article Is an

adaptation of a speech made at a CARDI
cently In St. Kitts and Nevis. meeting, held re-
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wreh and Technology Transfer in
Agricultural Development

By L. Harlan Davis (Y)

0s. The region is struggling desperately wit
:)?c?aches and strategies. At the same tim)é‘ thg r\:,%“r' p-
profound!y changing. Thg s(rategues and approaches b S
designed to deal with this situation fall within the mbrién
what the developmem bankers call the “structura adjy
ment process,” whichis also being applied in other regk’nss‘i
the world: trade Inbera]lzatlon polncnes; more open exchan 0
rate policies; evaluation of differential taxes; massjye o
duction of parastatal institutions; reduction of other DUbn.
sector expenditures; prlvahzatlon.of enterprise and by dins sg
initiatives; and reduction or elimination of policies thay
regulate prices.

AGRICULTURE IN THE NEW ERA

Where will this process leave the agricultural sector, par-
ticularly in Latin America and the Caribbean? Advantages
and disadvantages can be seen. Trade liberalization
worldwide suggests the expansion of international markets
for relatively efficient producers. It suggests the expansion
and opening of new markets for new diversified commodi-
ties, particularly those tropical commodities that up to now
were not exportable because of real or artificial barriers,
Tariff and quota reductions and preferential trade agreement
reforms suggest profound implications, especially for the
Caribbean. To what extent will these measures affectthe
sugar and banana industry? If so, what will their impact be
on land tenure and cropping patterns in this region? Willwe
see the development of new small- and medium-scale famiy
farms producing crops and enterprises? '

If differential tax duties on agricultural exports are reduced
and passed on to farmers, profitability to this sector would
increase in the same proportion. The same reasoning woyid
apply in the case of reduction or elimination of food pricé
controls, to the extent that they exist in the Caribbean:
These benefits could be substantial, not only for individua
farmers, but to society as a whole.

On the other hand, the liberalization process wogld |'mp2'
considerable costs, especially in the short run. Ehmnnallone
quotas and preferential agreements in the develo_eely
countries could mean that the Caribbean will not effectivel
compete in the world sugar and banana markets. T foreigh
have serious effects on income, employment, s r?trols-
exchange earnings. The elimination of food price C%osts o
to the extent that they exist- could mean higher food
the consumer, severely hurting the poorest group®:

; odat
I fragile political and economic systems could acecg;?icienl. 4
these adjustments, the future would see a Mo’



able and prosperous agricultural sector. Both short-term

dations and longer term growth ang

acrcﬁ) e%rea”)’ facilitated by key complementecljr(:/vs(,atIrce)\Ft)LLn ?e?st
olicies, such as, for example, rededicateq etforlgs in

a ricU"UraI research qnd @echnology transfer. Herein lies the

?’,ﬁponance of organizations such as the Caribbean Agri-

Icultufa' Resegrch and Development. Institute (CARDI) and

e challenge itfaces inthe new era in the Caribbean,

<HE ROLE OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH IN A NEW
ERA

2 icultural research and ion i

o think of agricultur al extension in terms

| ivr:lwpro"i"g the technical efficiency of farm production. |or:
other words, the discovery of new ways of combining re-

urces, imp_r(_)ved, more productive seeds, and -
i :oons;ve fertilizers and chemicals, resulting in Ionvcg:ep:g_

duction costs and higher output per unit of input. Research
| e technpl_ogy transfer can have a significantly positive ef-
| jectonraising farm receipts and creating jobs. Moreover
. whenincreased income is allocated to purchase fertilizers.
chemicals or other improvements, other economic sectors
also benefit. This modernization process, from below
stimulates overall growth and development. :

However, there is another dimension to this process. To the
extent that the benefits of increased technical efficiency are
passed on, even though partially, in terms of a reduction in
the real price of food, society as a whole benefits. Since the
masses of the poor spend a relatively large share of their
total income on food, this group can improve their economic
position from research and extension that focuses on widely
consumed commodities.

But the imporiance of research and technology transfer is
not limited to traditional crops and enterprises. The process
also has an imporiant role in the discovery or adaptation of
new and diversificd products in the Caribbean. This di-
mension is especially critical in light of the new economic
developments. There seems to be a consensus that a
market-led straieqy, coupled with the establishment of o-
cally-based core marketing companies, works best. These
companies, which sometimes conduct joint investment
ventures with multinational corporations, work with smali-and
medium-scale farmers in crop production and then assume
responsibility for processing and marketing.

Insummary, based on recent studies, the following are the
main recommendations with regard to diversification: small-
and medium-scale producers for any crop in any specific
region must be carefully screened and selected; the core
company must have a hands-on commitment and mlenswely
Nvolve its staff in field supervision; vertical integration works
best under these conditions and frequently producers
themselves constitute new markets for inputs and consumer
900ds; company relationships with small-scale producers
are complex. [n addition to technical interaction, social and
Cultura| relationships must frequently be establlsh'ed; and,
finally, successtul models of this nature are possible only
‘go uer?t there is a commitment and encouragement by the host
ry.

Interest fer are given
- ngly, technology development and transfer are give;
ight reatment in some of thesepsources. It should be obvi-

ous that it is important to have access to basic data on soils,
water, plants, fertilization, diseases, and other such factors
before plunging in. Too many initiatives have failed for lack of
basic technical data. The market-led strategy that is so
highly recommended is important, but it must have a tech-
nical base. A lot of valuable information has been generated
on coffee, bananas, and sugar, but little exusts.on
nontraditional crops. Yet, that new technology is a critical
element in diversification and in the promotion of
nontraditional exports. Furthermore, technology generation
need not be a long, drawn-out bureaucratic process, as itis
sometimes characterized. Properly planned and organized,
results in terms of cost can be obtained in a relatively short
time.

PRIORITY POLICIES AND STRATEGIES

Renewed agricultural research and extension policies and
strategies are only some of the many elements required to
re-dimension the agricultural sector of the new era. They
are, however, key elements and we must, without'further
delay, begin to develop new priorities and strategies in order
to effectively meet the challenges before us.

Among other things: 1. We need a more careful analytical
evaluation of the scope and dimension of the new order and
what it means for the Caribbean in particular; 2. We need to
assess its impact on agriculture and on agricultural devel-
opment in the Caribbean. Specifically, we should begin to
determine what it means for research and extension, in
terms of new strategic plans and operations, more emphasis
on diversification and sustainability; 3. We need to re-
evaluate the technology/extension links. At this juncture,
after the implementation of a wide range of models in Latin
America, we are still not sure which is the most appropriate
and effective. We need to be bold and look at new models,
such as vertically integrated systems involving core mar-
keting companies. Such approaches would allow us to forge
new ties with the private sector, and to move more rapidly
and effectively into diversified agriculture;

4. Similarly, we need to go back and look at ties with the
universities. Much of the up-stream technology wili emanate
fromthat source; 5. We also need to strengthen horizontal
cooperation, to take advantage of what has already been
done inthe international centers of the region; 6. We need to
get a better hold on the concept of sustainability, which is
taking on increasing importance, and generate practical
approaches and practical strategies. We must also examine
the social and structural aspects of sustainability. Who are
the environmental abusers, small, large or plantation farms?
Where and how can we get the greatest impact for our
scarce resource dollars?

7. More stable funding will be critical as we confront new
challenges. We need to make the case more forcefully for
agricultural research with decision makers. We need to
remind them that research benefits extend beyond the
farmer to society as a whole. Everyone consumes food and,
therefore, we cannot allow ourselves to be so totally carried
away with the new era that we forget about the basic
foods.
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Pl-ograms in ACtiOl'l

1 (o) I I/, I rigo.
2 bie development and the conservation of natural resources will become a permanent part f Program Il, headed by Eduardo Ti
Sustainabie dewi ent an go.

Program II Has
New Emphasis

ICA's Program II, Technology
l Generation and Transfer, will make
sustainable development and conser-
vation and management of natural
resources a permanent part of its
technical cooperation actions with the
member countries.

Over the nexi few months, both topics
will be siressed within the framework
of national and multinational projects.
This shift in approaches, which coin-
cides with economic structural adjust-
ments, the opening of markets and the
reactivation of the integration process
in the region, is supported by the gov-
ernment of Germany, through the
German Agency for Technical Coop-
eration (GTZ).
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The GTZ has siepped up its research
on this topic and has drawn up
proposals on how it can be incor-
porated into IICA’s five Programs and
the PROCITROPICOS project, which
includes eight countries of the
Amazon Basin in the implementation

of tropical agricultural and agroforestry
systems.

In explaining adjustments made in the
Program to the Executive Committee,
Eduardo J. Trigo, the Director of the
Program, stated that “a commitment to
the rational use of natural resources
must be made in order to ensure the
continuity of the production process

and the well-being of future genera-
tions.”

He proposed that a working group,
similar io the one that exists in the field
of biciechnology, be establishedto
heip inciude 1ICA and the regioninin- -
ternational discussions on these is-
sues. As an example, he referredto
idetines currently being prepared

properly rights on research and bio-
technological development.

Trigo mentioned that approximately 60
technical cooperation activities have
been conducted in the past two years;
as part of the contribution made byl
Technology Generation and Transfe
Program. ‘

He also highlighted ICA'S eff9“§
link the Program to other simites
agencies in Brazil, Argentiné = g
guay, Colombia, Ecuado’ <
Mexico.



Projects on Trade ang Integration
to be Promoted

nareport presented to lICA's Ex-
I ecutive Committee, Rodolfo
Quiros. the Director of lICA's Trade
and Agroindustry Program, stated that
the Program will place greater em-
oh asis on projects related to trade and
integration.

Thus, special importance will be given
toissues such as multilateral negotia-
tions, trade policies, and the promo-
tion of nontraditional exports.

As a result of this new focus, nationa|
projects for 1992-1993 will be geared
toward international trade and will in-
clude topics such as information, in-
vestment opportunities, and basic in-
frastructure services.

Quiros added that “in light of the con-
stant restructuring of the trade strate-

_ gies of the countries, changes and

‘modernization are indispensable if the

Capacity to enter ang compete in the
market is to be strengthened.”

As aresult of the implementation of
the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC), the Program
a_lso redefined its areas of concentra-
tion and incorporated new technical
Cooperation instruments into specific

national, regional and hemispheric
projects.

The Program will also carry out
projects on trade information, the pro-
motion of agricultural trade, the
strengthening of national networks,
and support to trade and integration in
the Central American isthmus and the
Southern and Andean Areas.

Quiros also indicated that methods
would be used to prepare participatory
sectoral assessments that more ac-

T &
.
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. T

curately identify the problems aﬂeqting
domestic and foreign trade of ag’r{oul-
tural and agroindustrial commodities.

Based on the recommendations made
by an evaluation mission, actions will
be carried out jointly with IICA’s other
Programs. For example, Quiros poi.m-
ed out, in the field of rural agroin-
dustry, Program IV will work in close
collaboration with the Organization
and Management for Rural Develop-
ment Program, which will lead to the
efficient use of resources and elimi-
nate the duplication of efforts.

As part of adjustments in Program IV,
it was suggested that a policy on
communications be designed, that the
objectives of the technical cooperation
projects be reoriented, that profes-
sional personnel be trained, and that
new possibilities for securing external
resources be explored.

Methods will be de-
signed for prepring
participatory sectoral
assessments that
more accurately iden-
tify the problems af-
fecting domestic and
foreign trade of agri-
cultural and agroin-
dustrial commodities.

s
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The Countries in Action

[ICA Renews Support to Agricultural
Development 1n Caribbean

uring the First Intemational Con-

ference on Financing for Agri-
cultural Development in the Carib-
bean, recently held in Saint Lucia,
[ICA announced the execution of four
projects at a cost of approximately
three million dollars, thus renewing its
support to the Caribbean area.

Martin E. Pifeiro, Director General of
IICA, in an address to the meeting of
15 technical assistance organizations
and donor agencies, explained that
the projects cover the harmonization
of agricultural policies, technology,
rural development, and agricultural
health.

The ministers of agriculture from 13 of
the nations in the subregion attended
the Conference, which was organized
by the secretariat of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM) with the co-
operation of the Organization of the
Eastern Caribbean States, the Carib-
bean Development Bank, and IICA.

FOLLOW-UP

In order to expedite the process of
securing resources for implementation
of the 19 projects submitted to the fi-
nancing agencies, the participants
prepared a follow-up plan. In addition,
a technical unit was set up to prepare
the final draft of the proposals, with
support from the United Nations De-
velopment Program (UNDP), the Ca-
nadian International Development
Agency (CIDA), and IICA.

I!CA is one of the principal organiza-
tions that provides technical assis-
tance to the Caribbean. The four
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d out by the Insti-

jects, to be carrie
projects part

tute over the next four years, afe :
of the strategy for this subreg!on in-
cluded in the Plan of Joint Action fnr
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean

(PLANLAC).

Approved by the ministers of agricul-
ture of the Americas and coordinated
by IICA, the PLANLAC is an overall
strategy intended to make agriculture
modern and dynamic and link it to
agroindustry, in support of the region’s
efforts to achieve equitable and sus-
tainable development.

The Director General of [ICA referred
to the five pillars which should serve
as the foundation for the development
of the agricultural sector in the Carib-
bean: increased production efficiency,
investment in human resources,
strengthening of intersectoral links,

7
! e ® x

The Direct eneral of
IICA, Marti
serve as the foundation for the devcla/

PR\

n E. Pieiro (center), refers to the five pi

increased flow of financig) resour

to the sector, and strengthening 3
design of public and private insg‘nd
tions. 3

Pifieiro also referred to the fytyrg of
technical cooperation in the Subregjon
and stressed the importance of clogey
ties between Latin America ang the
Caribbean, especially as regards
technology and trade opportunities

According to Pifieiro, the time hag
come to capitalize on new opporun;-
ties opening up for the agricultura|
sector as a result of increased regional
trade and integration. He also recom-
mended strengthening agricultural
organizations and upgrading institu-
tions, so as to develop and produce
nontraditional commodities that have
good possibilities for placement onthe
international markets.

J1ars which st
S

opment of the agricultural sector in the Ca>===
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stainable agncultural de-
yebpment in the subregions
ofthe humid Amazon trop-
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The Cooperative Program
for Research and Technol-
ogy Transfer for the South
American Tropics (PROCI-

PR.O.CITROPICOS
Initiateg Activities

and soils- yet, a

they are being impr
used.
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Al this first meeting, the Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the
Pr:»cf:m.m will be chosen ang
the initial work plan will be
analyzed and approved. In

Q"' \.':;."S‘r
GIAR) will 3o partcoats
the meeting.

p

Research

(9]

\

5

lfCA will support the exacu-
tion of PROCITROPICOS
and will facilitate the work of
the executive secretaniat.
which will be he
tered in Brasili

Participating in the signing of the agreement admitting Suriname to PROCITROPICOS are: animal production spe-
calist Hector Mu; the IICA Representative in that country, Percy Aiken; and the Minister of Agricuiture of Suriname.

Arthur Zalmijn,

TROPICOS), which in-
volves Bolivia, Brazil, Co-
|0m'bia, Ecuador, Peru,
Suriname, Venezuela, and
ICA, proposes the rational
Use of renewable natural
fesources as a3 part of agri-
:llllléural development in the
’ €gions of the humid
_9Pics, plains or savannahs

:gd Am{izon foothills or the
““0€ of jungles.

addition, financial strategies
for the operation of the Pro-
gram will be studied and
mechanisms will be de-
signed for the formulation of
subprograms and specific
projects.

Representatives from inter-
national cooperation orga-
nizations and the Consulta-
tive Group on International

from the countries and other
sources of financing.

PROCITROPICOS was
created within the frame-
work of a renewable six-
year cooperation agree-
ment, signed by research
agencies from the partici-
pating countries and IICA.
During its initial phase, the
Program will concentrate on
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PROCITROPICOS in-
volves Bolivia, Brazil.
Colombia, Ecuador.
Peru, Suriname, Ven-
ezuela, lICA, and soon.
Guyana.
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ICA has begun to increase and di-
I versify its actions in Haiti, with a
view to reactivating the agricultural
sector of this Caribbean nation, where
75 percent of the population lives be-
low the poverty level, as established
by the World Bank.

At a recent meeting, the Minister of
Agriculture, Natural Resources, and
Rural Development, Francois Severin,
other Haitian officials and [ICA

IICA Increases Aid to
Haitian Agriculture 1

order to select specific initiatives.
Over the next two months, IICA will
draw up four technical cooperation
project profiles on topics identified by

financial resources. The Insti
special focus on Haiti is Justified
fact that this Caribbean nation
of the poorest of the hemisphere. Due
to accglerated deforestation, erosion

IS very severe and today forests

by the
iS Qne

officials identified the priority
problems faced by the agricul-
tural sector.

In this way, the government will
be able to promote specific
projects among donor agencies
and countries that will partici-
pate in the upcoming Inter-
American Conference of Minis-

occupy only 2 percent Of the
territory. Moreover, approx;.
mately 5.5 million Haitiang de-
pend on agriculture, but receive
an average US$100 in income
ayear.

According to IICA studies,
Haiti's malnutrition rate is twice
as high as in the three other
most affected nations in Central

ters of Agriculture (ICMA).

Approximately 5.5 million Haitians depend on agriculture for a

INVESTMENT PROJECT

According to Alfonso Cebreros, the
Assistant Deputy Director General for
Operations of IICA, the Institute and
the Organization of American States
(OAS), will draw up an investment
project for irrigation infrastructure and
agricultural development for
Maribaroux, northern Haiti, one of the

zones most seriously affected by
drought.

This initiative may be turned into a bi-
national border project that includes a
region of the Dominican Republic.

Joint or border-area projects are an-
other area of work to be pursued by
lICA. In September, the first meeting
of a binational committee will meet in

20

the Ministry of Agriculture of Haiti as
top priorities.

Cebreros reported that during his visit
to Haiti he attended an inter-agency
meeting with financial and technical
cooperation agencies, the aim of
which was to coordinate efforts and
establish a joint strategy for the Haitian
agricultural sector that will expedite
the channeling of resources.

In response to a request from the In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural De-
velopment (IFAD), IICA completed a
detailed assessment of the agricultural
sector of Haiti. On this basis, IFAD will
conduct a project identification mission
in September with a view to allocating

America and the Caribbean, It

is estimated that 80 percent of
infant mortality cases are due to mal-
nutrition.

o

The Institute's special
cus on this Caribbean &
tion is justified by the fact
that it is one of the pooresl.'
of the hemisphere. DU® 10
accelerated deforestation
erosion is very _Sf_veb




Rural Agroinduy

Strial Network

Set Up In Argenting

group of Argentine
A institutions recently

set up a national network in
guenos Aires 1o promote
{he creation, development,
and strengthening of rural
agroindustry for small farm.
ers.

The Rural Agroindustry
Network for Small Farmers
(REDAR Argentina) takes
its place alongside similar
structures that already exist

In Chilo, ¢

uador, the Do-
Mminican Ro ’

o public, and Co-
ombla, and which arg part

(l))' lholnural Agroindustrial
ovelopmant Prograr
(PROD/\R). bt

PRODAR brings togather
international Cooporation
agencies, lncludlng IICA,
and regional, subreglonal,
and national institutions to
develop a Cooperative
strategy to quickly increase

tho offoctivonoss of rural
agroindustrial pollclos and
programs,

REDAR Argontina was cro-
atod with the support of the
Agronomy School of the
Univorsity of Buonos Alros,
the Grupo Esquol Argon-
tino; the Undorsocrotariat of
Agriculturo, Livostock, and
Fishorios; IICA; tho INTA
Small-Farm Plans and
Projects Unit; and other lo-
cal Institutions such as
INCUPO, FUNDAPAZ, and
INDES,

The objectives of REDAR
are, among others: to pro-

molto tho oxchango of In
formation on rural agroin
dustry for small farmors, 1o
fostor tochnologlcal ox:
chango, to dovolop joint
projocts with othor organi:
zatlons and Institutions, to
Idontity stratoglos and to
fostor contacts and rolations
with gimilar groups at the
local and Intornational lov-
ols,

Representatives in Brazi]

and Colombia Assume Posts

v ictor E. Machinea and Edgardo
R. Moscardi, both from Argen-
- tina, were recently appointed as IICA
- Representatives in Brazil and Colom-
bia.

- Machinea, an agricultural engineer,
took over his new post on June 1. He
- hasworked for the Advisory Council
for Agricultural Cooperation in the
Countries of the Southern Area
(CONASUR) and served as coordina-
lorfor the nontraditional export project
ofthe Republic of Argentina. He was
the agricultural advisor for his country
inltaly, where he was also the repre-
sentative to FAO.

Moscardi took office on July 23, re-
Placing Augusto Donoso. He holds a
doctorate in agricultural economy from
the University of California at Berkeley
inthe Uniteqd States. Moscardi was
- "eformer national director of the In-

Stitute of Agricultural Technology
! (INTA) in Argentina. He has also

»

worked for the International Maize and
Wheat  Improvement Center
(CIMMYT) and the International Ser-

vice for National Agricultural Research
(ISNAR).

In Brazil, IICA has worked with the
national authorities in developing a
strategy for 1992-1993 designed to
support efforts to accelerate the
modernization of the agricultural sec-
tor. IICA is also working with the Bra-
zilian Institute of Agricultural Research
(EMBRAPA) to define areas of com-
mon interest, especially as regards the
decentralization of administrative
functions, the preparation of research
systems, dissemination of technology,
and integration with the private sector,

In 1990, IICA's activities in Colombia
focused on rural development
projects, the most outstanding being
those executed within the framework
of the agreement with the Integrated
Rural Development Program (DRI).
IICA also provided support to the na-
tional agricultural training program,
and to the ministry of agriculture in
defining policies related to trade liber-

IICA tochnical cooperation in Colombia focuses
on rural development programs and support to
the national agricultural training program.

alization, technology transfer, and the
institutionalization of agricultural
credit.
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According to Torres, FRUPE
alternative for supporting Bra
forts to place more products

XlSan

ort to Brazilian '
Zjl's of-

[ICA Provides Supp

. . - . 0 on '|mel,~
roduction Program national markets. To this
Fruit P neral of DENACOOP, Program will provide the techenri]c(:1 ‘
sistance needed to boost expor
modernize trade infrastructureg

al as.
S angd

Director Ge
Celso Luis ;
Deputy Representati
Brazil, Hugo Torres.

Claro de Oliveira; the

he IICA Office in Brazil is cur- ve of ICAin

rently carrying out a techni;a|
cooperation project in collaboration
with the National Department of Co-
operatives (DENACOOP) of the Min-
istry of Agriculture and Agrarian Re-
1orrh (MARA), to develop the Brazilian
Fruit Production and Export Program

(FRUPEX).

In the framework of this initiative, the
Institute recently organized a meeting
between technical personnel from the
ministry and officials from other orga-
nizations involved in the program, {0
analyze achievements of FRUPEX
and to establish lines of action.

?ﬁ

Eossal . Sk Wk

N

The meeting brought together ap-
proximately 40 officials, including the
Executive Secretary of MARA,
Lourenco Jose Vieira da Silva; the

Speakers at the inaugural session include Celso Luis Claro de Oliveira, Director General of
DENACOOP: Lourenco Jose T. Vieira da Silva, Executive Secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Agrarian Reform (MARA); and the Deputy Representative of IICA in Brazil, Hugo Torres.

Publications

a2 Modemnizaci6n de la
Agricultura y su Aporte al
Proceso de Integracién
Interamericana

Martin E. Plielro

IICA Editorial Service

This book describes the
outlook for the agricultural
sector in Latin America and
the Caribbean in light of the
new economic policy of the
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United States, as expressed
in the Initiative for the
Americas of United States
President Bush.

According to the author,
Martin E. Pifieiro, the Di-
rector General of IICA, the
hemispheric proposal rec-
ognizes the relationship
between trade, foreign debt
and investment and, he
added, it could, in the me-
dium term, make the econ-
omy of the region more dy-
namic.,

He also points out that agri-
cultural trade, referred to in
the Initiative as a new phase
of agriculture, is an ideal
area in which to strengthen
North-South ties.

Fgfthermore, he sees the
Initiative as “creating favor-

able prospects for enhanc-
ing the modernization of
agriculture, which must be
based on fully incorporating
small farmers into produc-
tion processes and on con-
serving natural resources
for future generations.

Canad4 y los paises de
América Latina y el Caribe:
Estrategias Comunes para el
Desarrollo

Martin E. Pifielro
IICA Editorial Service

This publication presents.

eral of IICA, Martin E
Pifieiro, at a regional con-
ference held last May at the
University of Calgaf:
Canada.

According to Pifieiro;
Canada can support ihé et
forts of Latin Americaan
the Caribbean to solvé their
economic Crises, throud™
direct actions or by pllaY‘"g'
“an important ro|e| in 1er>
fending the region® in ;
ests at the internatlon ‘

level.”
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In Pifieiro’s opinion, the
strategies adopted should
complement each other and
take into account the roles
of agriculture and agroin-
dustry in terms of modern-
ization, equity, and sus-
tainability.

The Director General pro-

oses possible areas of
work, which would include
the development of policies
1o identify and solve the
most pressing problems of
the region, particularly in the
rural communities, such as
the environment, debt, pov-
erty, migration, and epi-
demics.

Toward a Strategy for
Sustainable Agricultural
Development

Eduardo J. Trigo
lICA Editorial Service

Tf’{e author, Eduardo J.
Trigo, Director of IICA’s
Program on Technology
Generation and Transfer,
analyzes the challenges
faced by the agricultural
Sector in the nineties, which
Include the conservation of
the environment, the proper

Mmanagement of natural re-
sourc.es. and the long-term
Sustainability of production.

The author reviews a series
of grlicles on the subject,
WhI.Ch provide the basis “for
a discussion of strategies,
Policies, and actions
needed to promote mod-
ernization with equity and
the conservation of natural
resources in the countries of
Latin America and the Car-
ibbean, within a new eco-
nomic and political context.”

WO 2o et o g |

Detras de bastidores

Miriam Abramovay
lleana Marla Ramlirez Quiros
CIDIA-IICA/SIDA Project

This study presents an in-
depth analysis of problems
related to the social, eco-
nomic, political, and cultural
situation of women in Brazil
and Costa Rica, and of
messages that project a

stereotyped and contradic-
tory image of women.

This book, by Miriam
Abramovay and lleana
Ramirez, describes the
subordinate situation of
women in these countries
and provides several ex-
amples: the social role of
rural women, their work,
health, violence, education
and the mass media.

The book also stressed the
fact that, in spite of efforts to
ensure the rights of women
in these countries, it has not
been possible to achieve
the primary objective of
creating a full awareness of
women’s problems, nor is it
possible to speak of true
social equality yet.

Centroamerica en cifras

lICA-FLACSO

IICA Editorial Service

This is a useful and inter-
esting data bank which in-
cludes economic, social,
and political indicators of
the region, with a view to
contributing to studies,
analyses, and discussions
on development of the
Central American isthmus.

The book, a joint publication
of the Latin American
School of Social Sciences
(FLACSO) and IICA, adds
to and updates (to 1989) the
information included in the
first edition (1986), printed
under the title “Centroa-
merica: La Crisis en Cifras
(1979-1985).” The publica-
tion includes an optional set
of diskettes containing the
information of both editions.

The publication in-
cludes an optional set
of diskettes containing
the information of both
editions.

The book presents eco-
nomic indicators such as
the evolution of economic
activity, the external sector,
domestic prices and mon-
etary and tax policies; social
indicators such as income
and property, salaries, em-
ployment and social struc-
ture, health ar

tions; and
such as ¢

rigints, ang
war.

These publications
are available at
IICA Headquarters
in Costa Rica, or in
the IICA Offices of
the member coun-
tries.
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IICA in the News

Chile, EI Salvador,
Uruguay .

B " Agnicultura Frente al
SR XX s the title of an ar
e DY Mantin E. Pifeiro. the
MNregtot \\‘-\‘1‘\‘!.\1 o) | ||\"\.

hh tracted the at

WoN Of newspapers in

gentina, Costa Rica, El
Aa00r, Honduras, Chile,
and Uruguay, among oth-
ors

n the article, Pifheiro as
sens that the region must
meel the challenge of de
VelDINg @ "new agniculture”
10 meetl the demands of the

qomesiic marke! and, at tt

Same ime, 10 provide new
Progucts with greaier value
added, for an increasingly
competitive worig marxel

Upcoming Activities

Pinelio also rocognizod that
the rolo of the agricultural
soctor must bo rodotinoed
immediatoly If it is to con

tinue on the path to growth
and dovelopmont, Ho also
strossod the need to ovor:
come cortain oxtornal ob

stacles such as thoso ro

lated to agricultural trado
and policios that load to
distortions. (La Republica,
Costa Rica, La Prensa,
Salvador, La Epoca, EI
Pals, La Naclon, Argon-
tina)

e

Argentina

® The Argentine press
(Clarin, La Naclon,
Amblto Financlero, Todo

campo) hl(;hlIuhIn'(.l an inl
ilativo by Podro Solbos,
Minlstor of /\urk;ullum,
Flahorlos, and Food of
Spain (MAPA), o hold a
mooling botwoon tho minig-
tors of agriculturo o! tho
Amorlcas and thelr Euro-
poan counterparts in Madrid
noxt Septomber.

Tho Minister presented the
proposal to the Director
Gonoral of IICA, Martin E.
Pineiro, who recently visited
Madrid in connection with
the preparations for the
Tenth ICMA and the Sixth
Regular Meeting of the In-
ter-American Board of Agri-
culture (IABA)-the Institute’s
highest governing body.

Costa Ricg

M Tho Cogy Hican
provided widg covc,r;,p“’“
the Internation Confgr, ¢
on the “Economjc Pr '
of Rural Women Ino‘ﬂm“
America and tpg aa"n
bean,” held at (67} 6ad
quaners and sponggg. .
the Internationg) Fung
Agricultural DOVGIOprneO:
(IFAD). Represemaliveg
1r9rn 18 countrieg of the rg.
gion were present,

The meeting, in Preparation
for the “Women'g Summie
to be attended by the Viveg
of heads of governmeng and
state from around the worg
and sponsored by Queen
Fabiola of Belgium, wag
covered by the newspapers
“.2 Macion and La Repy-
5'ica the magazines Pan.
araima and Rumboand in-
rerhational press agencies
~e¥, IPS, NOTIMEX,
~L.AN-EFE, Reuters.

Tenth Inter-American Conference
of Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA)
and the Sixth Regular Meeting of
the Inter-American Board of Agri-
Culture (IABA), September 22-27
Congress Hall, Madrid, Spain

“Latin American and Caribbean Agri-
Culture and the International Context
of the Nineties: Strategies for the
Close of the Century” will be the theme
of a meeting of the ministers of agri-
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culture of the Americas, convened by
IICA and the Organization of American

States at the invitation of the Spanish
government,

Reglonal Centra| American Work-
shop and Consultation on Veg-
etable Research Planning. Novem-
ber 5-8, lICA Headquarters,

This meetin

0, organized by the
Vegetable dgigslan

Research ang Develop-

ment Centre (AVRDC) and lICA, Wi
bring together leading managers, &
rectors, and researchers from Centré
America, who will assess the rggwff'
potential, needs, and opportuniiés ‘l‘
vegetable production, consumptiot
and exportation. The particupé_l{ﬂs o
also establish common priontles,,i
research and human resourcé tr?:h
ing, and for relations amoﬂgi i
countries and institutions of thé

mus. ]
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News magazine on activities of the Inlgr-A :
rican Institute for Cooperation on Agricul
IICA. Published monthly, in separaleS..
and English editions, by [ICA's Communicatiof
Division, Public Information Unit. Addres
Apdo. 55-2200 Coronado, San Jose, Coé ‘
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The Inter-American Institute for Coopegai“:“ »
Agriculture (lICA) is headquartere -
Jose, Costa Rica. Itis the specializedad
agriculture of the inter-American s
founded by the governments of the he et
in 1942 to encourage, promote and SUPP g

tural development and rural well
32 member countries and 13
tries.
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member countries.

, he profound and rapid changes that occurred both
worldwide and in the region in the interval between the
lasttwo Inter-American Conferences of Ministers of Agricul-
ture (ICMA) highlighted the enduring validity and visionary
nature of the proposals made in Ottawa in 1987, which were
strengthened and expanded upon recently in Madrid.

The Ninth ICMA (Ottawa, September 1987) declared that a
more dynamic and modernized agricultural sector should and
canmake a substantial contribution to overcoming the deep
crisis affecting the region. Similarly, the Tenth ICMA (Madrid,
September 1991) reaffirmed the importance of striving to
- make agriculture more modern and competitive in order to
place Latin America and the Caribbean on a new pathto de-
velopment, in view of the drastic changes taking place
worldwide.

The changing international context and the economic re-
structuring under way in Latin America point up the need to
re-think the role of the sector and to find mechanisms for fa-
ciltating its new role. In Madrid, further discussions were held
onthe nature of modernization and strategic guidelines were
Setfor bringing it about.

This new comprehensive view of agriculture, which was put
forth at the Madirid Conference, has three dimensions. The
first concerns the need to strengthen intersectoral relations as
dMmeans of promoting integrated development and making

The President of the Spanish Government, Felipe Gonzalez, granted a special audience to the minsters of agriculture and the heads of delegation of the

From Ottawa to Madrid

agriculture the cornerstone of the development strategy. It
casts aside the more limited view which envisages agriculture
as merely a primary sector, replacing it with the concept of an
agricultural sector closely linked to industry. The second di-
mension is of a social nature and aims at finding the way to
incorporate the most disadvantaged rural sectors into the
production process, as a means of consolidating the growth
of democracy inthe region. The third is a temporal dimension,
and aims to conserve natural resources to ensure the well-
being of future generations: to farm the land and use natural
resources efficiently and carefully without contaminating or
destroying them.

The Declaration of Madrid shows clear consensus on this
new view. Together with the recommendations of the Con-
ferences and the resolutions approved by the Inter-American
Board of Agriculture (IABA) -IICA’s governing body, which
met concurrently in Spain- it sets a course of action for the
sector during the last decade of the century, which will provide
the framework for the Institute's action.

A VERY DIFFERENT ICMA

The Tenth ICMA, the first ever held outside the Americas,
provided an unparalleled opportunity to forge closer relations
with Europe, where, as in the Americas, the future of agri-
culture is @ major concern.
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The Madrid Con-
gress Hall served as
the stage for the de-
liberations on the
main theme of the
conference “Latin
American and Carib-
bean Agnculture and
the International
Context of the Nine-
ties: Strategies for
the Close of the
Century.”
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Declaration of Madrid:

A New and Comprehensive View of Agriculture

he Declaration of Madrid, which
T synthesizes the principal agree-
ments reached during the Tenth Inter-
American Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA), sets the course for
the agricultural sector in LACasitpre-
Pares to enter the twentieth century.

The Declaration emphasizes the im-
portance of striving to develop an agri-
4

Cultural sector that is modern and €g-
uitable and which plays an important
role inthe overal| economy. Italso callg
attention to the timeliness of the com-
mitments assumed by the member

tawa meeting, although these have
been adapted to the conditions of the
new world €conomic order.

\
HE DD e vy
;i | .l‘l‘

In the Declaration, the countries of e
Americas also come out st(o,
against the agricultural qute:dnz 1
practiced by the industrializ e
tries, call for agricultural tradeli A
zation and emphasize that meGA T
of the Uruguay Round of th|edeve 2
a prerequisite for regiona 7
ment.

OPINIONS

-ced by «:
The spirit of the textwas praised .4

A,
Chairman of the Tenth ICM



solbes, Minister of Agriculture, Fisher-
1ng and Food of Spain, whg.stated that
he document.is “amagnificent sum-
mary of the major problems.agriculture
faces NOW and will face In coming
ears, not only in the Americas, byt
throughout the rest of the world.”

The Minister of Saint Lucia, Ferdinang
Henry, Chairman of the Sixth Regular
Meeting of the Inter-American Board of
Agriculture (IABA), stated that the
peclarationis a forward-looking docu-
mentwhich should serve as a compass
as the countries prepare to enter the
wenty-firstcentury.

IICA’s Director General, Martin E.
pifeiro, pointed out that the Declara-
tion, the recommendations and the
resolutions approved reflected a new
view of agriculture.

All of the ministers agreed that the
Declaration presents their greatest
concerns and hopes and identifies the
priority areas for joint action.

THE TEXT

~ Intheir deliberations on the role agri-
culture should play on the threshold of a
new century, the ministers identified the
- following as the most important goals:
development and modernization, equity
and food availablity for the peoples of
Latin America and the Caribbean, lib-
eralization of agricultural trade and a
successful outcome of the Uruguay
Round of the GATT, and conservation
ofnatural resources and environmental
protection.

The document underscores the impor-
ance of the regional and subregional
Integration processes currently under
Way, which enjoy solid political support,
andadds that the Enterprise Initiative
forthe Americas proposed by United
lates President George Bush consti-
ﬁotr?s anadditional stimulus for integra-

- Mtalso Points out that with regard to
:ﬁzfgomlc matters of global importance,

as the Uruguay Round of the
+all countries have to cooperate

Ln‘order to create a new setting that will
ring benefits on 4 world scale,

Inone of the most important para-
graphs: the Declaration highlights the
strategic role of agriculture in the per-
formance and expansion of the econo-
mies of Latin America and the Carib-
bean., through its contributions to ex-
panding foreign trade, reactivating do-

mestic markets angd combating rural
poverty.

Agriculture, itadds, must undergo a
vigorous process of modernization,
both in terms of primary production and
the processing and marketing of agri-
Cultural products. Opportunities on in-

Photo/A. Cherep

cratic advances made recently in the
region.

The environment is another topic that
receives special attention in the docu-
ment, which recognizes that one of the
more visible manifestations of the lin-
gering crisis is the countries' growing
inability to halt the deterioration of their
natural resource base and the environ-
ment.

It recommends that a sound and sus-
tainable process of natural resource
conservation is required to break the
vicious circle which exists between ag-
riculture, poverty and environmental
deterioration. Italso suggests thatthe

The Tenth ICMA provided an opportunity for many meetings such as the one between the Director
General of ICA and Anne M. Veneman, Under Secretary of Agriculture and head of the United States
delegation.

ternational markets, especially for
nontraditional products, can only be
seized if the countries are capable of
turning their natural advantages into
dynamic competitive advantages by
adopting new technologies.

Another key objective set forth in the
Declaration is rural development and
the elimination of poverty, which are
necessary prerequisites for harmo-
nious and equitable progress. Back-
wardness and extreme poverty in the
agricultural sector can threaten demo-

knowledge and practices of indigenous
peoples of the region should be taken
into consideration by contemporary
agricultural science.

After declaring that certain areas of the
region have extremely fragile ecosys-
tems that affect the entire planet, the
ministers pledged to present joint pro-
posals for the consideration of the
United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, to
be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in
1992,



Further on, the Declaration states that
aaricultural cooperation is a challongo
ni.n must bo shared, and that the Tenth
ICMA constitutes an important point of
doparture for even more productive and
permanent discussions, for strength
oning the new spirit of collaboration and
for d‘ohnmg‘ ina framework of shared
responsibilities, innovative proposals
for dealing with the most pressing
problems afflicting the countries of the
region

The ministers state that cooperation
from the industrialized countries for
improving the region's access to tech-
nology, training human resources and
boosting both financing and invest-
ments must take place under specific
conditions which will ensure the parti-
cipation of the countries of LAC in the
process to modernize agriculture and
liberalize trade.

They also suggest that coopgra'tlg)lg
must be more floxible so as to \0 “‘1_
10 Include small farmers in modur'm;]-
tion. Furthermore, it should po c‘m :
nolled not only through public SLC.[O
and international technical coopcr.anop
and funding agencies, but also throgg \
private sector organizations, o‘speglally
non-govormnenlnl organizations
(NGOs) and farmers' groups.

As loaders of the sector of the economy
most closely involved with the natural
resource base, the ministers called on
international cooperation agencies tp
seek and apply solutions to halt envi-
ronmental deterioration. Three criteria
were set forth: linking resource con-
servation to judicious use of natural re-
sources for economic growth; national
sovereignty in the administration of
environmental policy; and shared re-
sponsibility.

They also recognizeq h
by Spain in the re itoﬁe\"‘".fs
substantially increaseq ‘Hev Ich
the resources it hag =
operation.

Mo
eal’markedofg:;: i

In the judgement of the Minist
ideas expressedin the Decla er§.u.‘e
Madrid constitute the bagig py o0
lishing, in the short term fu‘:]fes
programs to modernize égricdfa
promote sustainable deygjqe U8
boost the participation of smg Y en
diversify agriculture ang rep,aCenn
which are a source of illeqa)
stances. 9al syy.

The document conclude ‘
that the implementation of the inter.
American agenda for Cooperation ae,;
a successful conclusion of the Uruoual
Round of the GATT, will contribute ty
improving the food supply ang the
que}lity of life of the peoples of the
region.

S by Stating

I ICA, by mandate of its governing body, Moving from WOI’dS mon agenda for international cooperation.
to Action

the Inter-American Board of Agriculture
(IABA), must follow up on the recommen-
dations of the Tenth Inter- American Conference of Ministers
of Agriculture (ICMA). In this way, the ministers ordered that
their ideas, set forth in recommendations which directly in-
volve lICA, other funding and cooperation agencies and the
member countries, be put into action.

Below are some of the more important actions to be carried
out:

* Once the negotiations of the Uruguay Round of the GATT
have concluded, IICA should analyze the impact of the
agreements on the agricultural sectors of the region, and

assess, within that framework, strategies for the comin
years, :

* lICA, in close coordination with
should identify new priority areas
based on the criteria of an ex
sustainable modernization of

subregional sectoral fora,
and proposals for action,
panded, comprehensive and
the agricultyral sector,

" lICA, in cooperation with the co
agencies, should identify and an
nents and actions for the region,
6

untries and other regional
alyze the specific Ccompo-
1o be included in the com-

Multilateral and bilateral technical and i
nancial cooperation organizations should

support the efforts to develop and implement this common
agenda. '

ons should focus on the development of initia
for agricultural research and technology transfer aimeds
certain important agroecological areas.

l
IICA shoulqd continue to provide supportred
PROCITROPICOS, and in particular, to conclude 8975



ments with financial agencies for implementing its activities
and ensuring its continuity.

« |ICA, together with the countries and other technical and
financial coopera?ion organizalions, should continue in its
efforts to modernize national institutions for research and
technology transfer, and to consolidate ang institutionalize
he regional centers, networks and agricultural research and
technology transfer programs which carry out activities in
Latin America and the Caribbean. Within this context, spe-
cial attention should be paid to incorporating into the pro-
grams under way the subject of natural resource manage-
ment and sustainable development, as a priority objective for
technological development in agriculture.

+ Multilateral and technical and financial Cooperation agen-
cies should provide support by providing resources for stud-
ies to analyze levels of competitiveness and complementa-
rity among the agricultural sectors of the countries.

* International organizations and donor countries should
increase their actions to help substitute and produce alter-
. native crops in zones which produce illegal psychotropic
substances. lICA should continue its activities in this field by
broadening and strengthening cooperative programs on
development alternatives.

* lICA should intensify its efforts to promote and
_increase the participation of farmer organizations,
- women's groups and NGOs in the process of rural
development. It should also convene a meeting to
- analyze the different ways these groups can be-
- come involved in the rural development process.

- * Technical cooperation and multilateral funding
- agencies should support, with resources and
technical assistance, the implementation of
- projects to strengthen trade liberalization and ag-
' ficultural integration through the harmonization of
€conomic and trade policies, administrative pro-
cedures and standards, especially as concerns
animal health and plant protection, and the elimi-
Nation of technical obstacles for trade and other
- Tegional integration mechanisms.

Photo/A. Cherep

" IICA, in collaboration with other organizations
- and member countries of the inter-American sys-
€M, should draw up a proposal for establishing
Programs to modernize both public and private

institutions, with a view to furthering trade liberalization and
agricultural integration in the region. IICA should also con-
tinue to support the efforts undertaken by the sectoral fora
and step up the analysis and drafting of proposals to create
opportunities and mitigate the impact of changes which will
inevitably take place as a consequence of these processes.

* Technical cooperation organizations in general, including
IICA, should consider research and technology transfer
programs that are tailored to small farms and that also pro-
tect natural resources and the environment. IICA should
also strengthen and consolidate subregional cooperative
networks among institutions involved in rural development,
to identify viable economic alternatives and to facilitate the
exchange of experiences between countries.

* As soon as possible, and in consultation with the member
countries, IICA should undertake efforts to analyze and for-
mulate proposals on how to take advantage of debt swaps
for natural resource conservation for sustainable agricuftural
development. The results of these efforts will be submitted
to the consideration of the countries through the subregional
integration fora, with a view to presenting them to the inter-
national community at the Rio Conference. All agencies
should be asked to provide full support and collaboration in
this initiative.

Minister Ferdinand Henry, of Saint Lucia (center), and Minister Pedro Solbes, of Spain, pre-
sided over the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter- American Board of Agriculture (IABA )and
the Tenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA), respectively. At eft,
the Director General of lICA, Martin E. Pineiro, presents them with amemento of their parti-

cipation.
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" {Unsung Heroc

virtual army of secretaries,
A editors, word processor:e,
translators, interpreters, conferer:C
room attendants, messengers, ethé
etc., worked very hard to ensuré o
success of the Tenth Inter-Amer.lc ]
Conference of Ministers Qf Agnc_L:j
ture (ICMA), held recently in Madrid.

ey were not seen on the television
Igre);n oron the pages of the news-
papers, but they are the unsung he-
roes of the Conference. They did not
attend the plenary sessions because
their work kept them busy 24 hours a
day.

Seenin the photograph are Marcia de
Saenz and Eva Schnell, proofreaders
onthe Portuguese team, who repre-
sent all staff from the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food of Spain;
the Spanish conference manage-
ment firm SIASA, headed by Maria
Ester Nerecan; and IICA'’s staff, co-
ordinated by André Ouellette.

Photo/A. Cherep

A round table attended by the
ministers of agriculture of the
Americas and their counterparts from
the European Economic Community
(EEC), held within the framework of the
Tenth ICMA, represented one more,
very unique forum for frank and open
discussion on two topics of great im-
portance: agricultural trade and co-
operation.

Precisely because the round table was
aforum for discussion and not for ne-
gotiation, Uruguayan minister Alvaro
Ramos, the spokesperson of IICA’s
member countries at the deliberations,
calledit “quite a change from the frus-
trating meetings of Brussels.”

Together with the ICMA, this round
table -held on September 25 in Madrid,
atthe initiative of Spain’s Minister of
Agriculture Pedro Solbes- constitutes
one more stepinthe lengthy process of
exchanging ideas and conducting ne-
gotiations which, it is hoped, will even-
tually leadto a liberalization of agricul-

8

Unique Opportunity for Dialogue
between the EEC and the Region

turaltrade in Europe. Such liberaliza-
tion would involve changes in the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), to
improve access to European markets
and to gradually reduce subsidies for
exports and production.

Inorder to facilitate the talks and to
ensure expression by participants from
each subregion of their particular
points of view, the following spokes-
persons, in addition to Ramos, repre-
sented the Subregions: Ferdinand
Henry (Carlbbean), Mario Nufio
Gamero (Central America)
Bertero (Andean Countr
Macelo Regunaga(

,» Mauro
ies) and
Southern Cone)

Thus., each subregion hag avoice in
the discussiong onthe various topics
and was able to explain the region’s

perspective, from its particularvan-

tage point. For example, the Central
American countries asked that theybe
afforded the same treatment asthe
Andean nations in their fight agai{ls'
illegal crops; the Caribbean countriés
asked that the preferential accessfof
their traditional crops and the terms®f
the Lomé Convention be extended
beyond 1992, when the single EU'®"
pean market willbecome a realty.

Representing the EEC weré Pf::::’
Solbes (Spain), who servedasc i
man; Piet Bukman (The Netherla(r;i )
as spokesperson for Eurppe: anf e
Agricultural Commissioner Zmin-
Community, Ray McSharry- Thle' i
isters of Germany, Ignaz Kiech G;Jn'ai
land, Simus Kirk; Italy, Giovannlcunha,
and Portugal, Arlindo Marques



|50 took part. Belgium, Denmark,
arance' Greece, Luxembourg and the
United Kingdom were also represen-

ted.
pOSITIONS

Atthe conclusion of the round table,
Minister Solbes commented on the
differences between (he positions of
gurope and the c_oqntrles of the Amer-
icas on the negotiations of the Uruguay
Round of the GATT. He summarized
this by saying that Latin America and
the Caribbeanwould like to see greater
progress, and that while Europe also
wants to see a solution, the one that
can actually be achieved might not be
optimal.

commenting on cooperation, the
Spanish minister stated that the donor
countries plan to continue, and even to
increase, their contributions to
development. He said that at no time
was thought given to reducing such
assistance in order to strengthen
assistance to the eastern European
countries, adding that new op-
portunities are arising for cooperation

Evro-American Dialogue: Pedro Solbes, Minister of Agricull
N‘eﬁedands; Ray McSharry, Agricultural Commissioner o
and Alvaro Ramos, Minister of Livestock, Agriculture an

and inveslmenl

transfer. In"technology

One point of agreement between the

tnwo regions, he said, concerned the
nEe“ed to boost Cooperation related to

u_ral resource conservation andthe
:envaronment. According to Solbes
both Latin America and the Caribbean'
and Eurqpe are searching for a model
for sustainable development. This of-

fers excellent o portuniti
un E
ationt” P ities for cooper:

He said that European ministers found
the proposals on integration put forth
Py the countries of the Americas to be

usef_ul and positive” and in line with the
Neéw international context.

For his part, Alvaro Ramos, spokes-
personforthe American hemisphere,
commented that both groups of na-
tions recognize the political cost of the
reforms underway. The adjustment
processes in progress in Latin America
and the Caribbean are painful and
have a high social cost. He recognized
that the same is true for the changes
Europe is considering in its Common
Agricultural Policy.

He added that differences still exist
regarding the Uruguay Round of the
GATT and trade liberalization, saying
that “We approve of the proposed
changes inthe CAP, but we want to
see afairer agricultural trade system
implemented as soon as possible.”

Piet Bukman, minister of The Nether-
lands and spokesperson for the Com-
munity, recognized that the costs of the
European agricultural policies are
“growing daily.” He added that the
European ministers are committed to
change and that “we must find a solu-
tion before years' end.”

In recognizing the value of the discus-
sions held in Madrid, Commissioner
MacSharry affirmed that “we have all
accepted that we should orient our-
selves more toward the play of market
forces. We must find solutions to our
differences through dialogue.” He
added that while it is not politically
feasible forthe EC to reduce subsidies
by 70 or 90%, a 30% reduction is pos-
sible.

ure, Fisheries, and Food of Spain; Piet Bukman, Minister of Agriculture, Nature and Fisheries of
f the EC: Martin E. Pifieiro, Director General lICA; Joao Baena Soares, Secretary General of the
d Fisheries of Uruguay and spokesperson for the countries of the Americas.




The Director General of IICA com-
mented that agricultural protectionism
is a difficult and complex political aqd
economic problem for Europe. In his
judgement, important progres; has
been made recently in Europe inre-
thinking its policies on subsidies.
Furthermore, there is now a clearer
understanding of the fact that these

iCi ineffici harmful to
olicies are inefficient, very 1
geveloping countries, and create d!m-
culties for the European countries

themselves.

In concluding, Pifieiro stated that the
Madrid Conference and the round ta-
ble were one more step in the very
lengthy process of discussion, nego-
tiation and agreement.

Strong Support
for PLANLAC

wo years after it was launched,
T the Plan of Joint Action for Agri-
cultural Reactivation in Latin America
and the Caribbean (PLANLAC) re-
ceived solid support from the Tenth
Inter-American Conference of Minis-
ters of Agriculture (ICMA).

The ministers considered that the
PLANLAC, proposed in Ottawa in
1987 and approved in San Jose in
1888, has proven to be a useful in-
strument for orienting and uniting the
countries in their commitment to mod-
ernizing agriculture in the region.

They added that in the two years since
it began operations, much has been
accomplished to disseminate its key
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ideas and execute its multinational
projects.

In the judgement of the ministers, the
Plan has played a particularly impor-
tant role with the sectoral fora in each
subregion (CARICOM, CONASUR,
CORECA and JUNTA), where consid-
erable emphasis is being placed on
harmonizing policies in order to facili-
tate integration.

They also recognized that events both
worldwide and in the region have
made the original PLANLAC proposal
even more timely, and have created
the need to adjust it to reflect the new
context.

The Tenth ICMA called on multilateral
funding and technical cooperation
agencies to continue to support the
PLANLAC, by allocating resources

and strengthening inter-institutional
coordination.

wpag

European Communityt
0

Join [ICA ag Observer

he European Co
m N
T membershipinth Munily |

an Observer will openetlt?:t\":uleas
greaterCommunitycooperaﬁoa o
the agricultural sectorg o quh
America and the Caribbean p!
nounced the Director Geper. Tn.
ICA, MartinE. Pineiro, '

The Community eXpresseq
interest in joining llCA;withlnthe
context of a round table held in
Madrid and attended by the mipjs. |
ters of agriculture of Europe ang the
Americas, and authorities fromthe
EEC:

On behalf of all the member coun-
tries of the Institute, Pineiro thanked
the representatives of the Commu-
nity for their interest, saying thatit |
was proof of the importance Europe 1
places on Latin America andits |
agricultural sector.

He added, “l am certainthat thiswill}
lead to broader European coopera-
tion with the Institute, and shows |
improved communication betweeng
the Americas and the European |
Community.” ‘

lICA has 32 Member Statesand 13
observer countries: Austria, Bel-
gium, Egypt, France, Federal Reé-
public of Germany, Israel, Italy, Ja- |
pan, Kingdom of the Netherlands, |
Portugal, South Korea, Spain and
Romania. The EEC is madeupof 12
nations.

The PLANLAC promotes
development of an agriculturd®
sector that is modern, d
linked to agroindustry and i
of contributing to the.courlf"'z o
efforts to achieve equitable "

sustainable dw ;




Headquarters

OAS and IICA Step Up Institutional Coordination

he Organization of American
States (OAS) and IICA wil| in-
crease inter-institutional coordination

and develop new joint programs o
their member countries.

with this in mind, an OAS mission
headed by the Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral, Trinidadian Ambassador Chris-
topher Thomas, held working meet-
ings with [ICA officials, during which a
joint technical assistance agreement
between the OAS and IICA, signed in
1974, was updated.

Thomas' visit to IICA was in response
to the express interest of the Secretary
General of the OAS, Joao Clemente
Baena Soares, in identifying areas of
action in which the OAS can work
more closely with IICA and other spe-
cialized agencies of the inter-Ameri-
can system, a mandate passed down
by the OAS General Assembly last
May.

The General Secretariat is the per-
manent governing body of the OAS in
charge of complying with the agree-
ments of the General Assembly, which

—_—

Photo/R. Escobar

The Assistant Secretary General of the OAS,
meton several occasions with lICA authorities.

decides on the policies and actions to
be taken on issues of common inter-
est.

According to the new agreement, clos-
er ties with [ICA will take shape
through activities described in a doc-
ument containing 20 specific propos-
als to systematize support in matters
related to drugs, science and technol-
ogy, rural and regional development,

Christopher Thomas, and his advisor, Michael Alleyne,

border area projects and training pro-
grams for young people.

Inreferring to the scope of the agree-
ment, IICA’s Deputy Director General,
L. Harlan Davis, indicated that closer
ties with the OAS will make it possible
“to avoid a duplication of activities and
thus increase the efficiency of our
programs.”

he Inter-American Institute for

Cooperation on Agriculture
(ICA), the Tropical Agriculture Re-
search and Training Center (CATIE)
andthe International Center for Tro-
Pical Agriculture (CIAT) recently
signed an agreement creating a liai-
son committee to promote and
Coordinate collaboration among re-
Search and development agencies
that work in the agricultural, forestry
and environmental sectors of the
Latin American tropics.

Inter-Agency
Cooperation Promoted

The agreement on the management of
renewable natural resources for sus-
tainable agricultural development in
the American tropics was signed by
the Directors General of IICA, Martin
Pifieiro; CATIE, Rodrigo Tarté; and
CIAT, Gustavo Nores.

This mechanism will contribute to ob-
taining optimum use of natural re-

sources for agricultural growth and
development, without detriment to
the natural resource base or the en-
vironment.

Collaboration will take the form of
exchanges of institutional information
on different operations, consultation
on institutional plans, and the pro-
motion of joint cooperation projects
with other international and national
agencies working in the same
areas.

11
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/" [ICA/IDB Seminar

During a seminar organized by IICA
and the Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB), journalists from 13
countries of the region analyzed the
impact the Enterprise Initiative for the
Americas would have on modern-
ization in Latin America and the
Caribbean. The journalists, special-
ists in economic and agricultural is-
sues, studied the key points of the
“Bush Plan”: the promotion of in-
vestments, improved inter-sectoral
relations and foreign debt.

\

Photo/R. Escobar

France will Strengthen
Technical Cooperation

The French Ambassador to Costa Rica

n an effort to “forge closer ties” with
Central America and the Caribbean,

12

: ] : , Helene Dubois, Underscored the jm
fo increase technical cooperation in the region. With her js A

8

France will upgrade i
eration activities in tech

Portance of the agreeme
mbassador Pierre Baeyens. 5 s

ts joint Coop-
nical, scientific

and educational matters, in order o
help reactivate the agricultural sector

During a three-day meeting held n

October at IICA Headquarters, French ,
officials and cultural attachés for coop-
eration indicated that French cooper-
ation with IICA for the 1992-94 period,
which represents 70 percent of the

funds earmarked for the region, will be -
regional instead of bilateral, and will
include a 10 percent increase for this
year's budget. ]

The Regional Counsellor for Coope-
ration in Central America of the Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs, Phillipe Cujo,
said that the new financial orientation J
is geared to meeting the needs cré-
ated by the new turn taken by the
agricultural policies on trade and inté- 3
gration in the region. g

Cujo reported that during the meeting
it was agreed to boost support forthe ,-
16 existing programs dealing with
agriculture, rural agroindustry, agr-
forestry, social science, natural di-
sasters, tourism, energy and telé-
communications, among others.



Honduran and Brazilian Phot,
win International Contegt

hotographers fromHonduras and

Brazil won first prize in the color
and black and white categories, re-
spectively, inthe international photo-
araphy contest sponsored by [ICA and
{he German Agency for Technical Co-
operation (GTZ), on the theme of
=agricutture and the Environment.”

photographers fromthe entire Ameri-
cancontinentwere invited to compete.

Hugo Erick Gil, of Honduras, won first
prize inthe color category with his entry
=A Torch Without Glory,” whichiillus-
trates the misuse of fire in agriculture.
The entry “Burning and Production” by
the Brazilian Joao Roberto Ripper,
which deals with the same topic, won
first prize in the black-and-white cat-

£gory.

The official announcement was made
bythe panelof judges, made up of Luiz
Claudio Marigo, of Brazil; Harold Ed-
ward Oxley, of Barbados; and Carlos
Manuel Uribe, of Costa Rica. In addi-
~ tionto naming the winners, the panel
awarded seven honorable mentions
and selected a group of photographs
foratraveling exhibition. The judges
studied a total of 388 photographs.

The second place winners were, in the
color category, Antonio Carlos Matos
Dos Santos Gauderio, of Brazil, with his
entry entitled “Pastures Turned to
Sand * Inthe black-and-white category,
Joao Roberto Ripper, from Brazil, also
won second prize for his work “Brazil
NutTree.” Elda Harrington, of Argen-
ina, placed third in the color category
With her entry “Furrows” while Mario
Arturo Rojas Porras, of Costa Rica, won
With his photograph “River: Source of
Life and Death” in black and white.

The aim of the 1991 ICA/GTZ contest
A Wasto create interest and concernin

Photo/R. Escobar

graphers

society for the urgent needto protect
naturalresources.

ln.explqining their selection of the first
Prize winners, the panel felt that both
Giland Ripper had managedto capture
eloquently the passage of time, an es-
sential element of photography.

They added that both photographs met
all six criteria used to judge the works:
relevance to and treatment of the
theme, composition, lighting, vi-
sualimpact, originality and technical
quality.

With regard to second place prizes, it
was the opinion of the judges that both
photographs used highly symbolic
means to represent inappropriate
agricultural practices: one depicting
the overgrazing of grasslands to the

In justifying their selections for third
place, the judges stated that in addition
to meeting contest requirements, the
winning photograph in the color cate-
gory showed excellent use of lighting,
and that the entry in the black-and-
white category conveyed a strong en-
vironmental message.

The first place winners will be awarded
US$2,000, while US$1,000 and
US$500 will go to the second and third
place winners, respectively. Also, the
photographers whose works were in-
cluded in the traveling exhibition will
receive a certificate of participation.

Looking back onthe contest, whichin-
volved photographers from 20 coun-
tries, the judges called it an important
initiative using a universal medium
such as photography to enhance public
awareness of social and environmental
problems.

A book containing the best photo-
graphs submitted in this contest will be
published in the nearfuture, with sup-

Harold Oxley, Carlos Manuel Uribe and Luis Carlos Marigo judged a total of 388 photographs. With
them is Sabine Mueller, of GTZ, and Xinia Lopez, who coordinated the contest.

point of desertification, and the other,
deforestation and the deterioration of

natural resources.

port from the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA).
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Training

; 1 eir countries.
Participznts will be able to share their experiences with the rural populations of th
Farocpanis wi e € }

Communication will Contribute to
Natural Resource Conservation

he theme of an international
T workshop held at IICA Head-
guariers through November 8 was the
Qse of communications to contribute to
nzaturzl resource conservation, and the
promotion of sustainable development
niral America and Panama.
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ogists and field personnel from the
sut ion learned more about the

policies and philosophy of sustainable
development, and studied different
aspects of communication, including
planning, message analysis and edu-
cation.

Another area of study was printed and
audio material production (projects,
brochures, posters, radio spots and
talks, interviews and radio talk shows),
to be used in fostering discussion and

Technicians Trained in
Data Base Management

C aribbean technicians recently
upgraded their skills in managing

plant protection information at a

viorkshop held in Saint Lucia.

The activity, organized by lICA’s Of-
fice in that country, is part of a project
carried out with the member countries
of the Organization of Eastern Carib-
bean States (OECS).
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The working sessions dealt with both
the theoretical and practical aspects of
data base Mmanagement, specifically

as pertains to plant quarantine and
pesticide control.

One of the aims of the workshop was
10 equip the countries of the subregion
(Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica,
Grenada, Montserrat, Saint Lucia and
Saint Vincent ang the Grenadines) to

streamline decision making in this
field.

educgting the public On the t4r,
sustainable developmen a °chs0|
resource conservation

The Director of the Inter-
Agricultural Documentatjo, ang|

mation Center (CIDIA), joge aoIMor
stated that the workshop hag o v%gel,
the participants with Valuah e
rience, which, in turn, they coylq sh
with their institutions and the ,u?'e
populations in their Countrigs, :

He added that the printed ang augip
materials produced during the work.
shop would be distributed in 1992
public and private institutigns inan
effort to introduce the public tq the
topic of ecology.

This was the third course offered in
1991 on multimedia applied to agricy-
tural development as part of a joint
project between IICA and the Radio
Nederland Training Centre. Overa
period of three years, more than 2,000
persons have received training throug
this project, including extension agents,
agronomists, veterinarians, educators,
project chiefs and farmers.

Photo/J. Danlel, Trinidad and Tobago

xing on P!
The goal is to expedite deaslog al;:a ; :
health in the countries of the bbeal



Echo tor Eco

By Martin E. pineiro (V)

l athe future, when historians ok back and try to retrace
ihe process through which humanity established instity
rons and policies to deal with environmental problemg, 1909
Wil BRely Stand QUL as Q vary impartant yoar. At least this is
surely the hope ot the arganizers of £co-92 (United Nations
Gonference on Environment and Dey alopment), to be held in
Rio de Janeiro in mid-1992,

puring this event, governments and their institutions, private
sector public service organizations, international agencies
and many others will meet to attempt to detine an ag;\ndn fo1
the future. Also, and perhaps for the first time in a long time,
the entreprenaunal sector of the Americas will take partinthe
geliberations, out of @ genuine desire 1o be participants in

history.

~ Anexample of this is the recent meeting sponsored by the
Business Council for Sustainable Development (BCSD), an
organization which recently appeared on the scene, adding
1o the expectations surrounding Eco-92. During the meeting,
leaders of industry, irade, finance and agriculture from Latin
America examined the concept of sustainable developmaent
from every angle, to determine what role the private sector in
Latin America can play.

' The concern of entrepreneurs is understandable. Given that
' current trends in the world today are oriented toward the lib-
alization of markets and private enterprises, entrepreneurs
not be indifferent to the responsibility this implies.

-_;_As citizens of a world which must be protected from the pro-
gressive deterioration of its environment, entrepreneurs face
: the same obligations as politicians, government officials and
other leaders.

- Since itis they who initiate economic projects, they are aware
that they must find ways to replace investments that plunder

Director General of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperatlon on

Agriculture (lICA)

natural resouees
With others that are
ANy With the
need to preserve
the tarth tor out
ehildren and
arandehildien

Sustainable devel
opment is defined,
correctly, as a atyle
ot development
which {8 compati
ble with ecological
humantam. It is not seen as a dichotomy batween economic
growth and preservation of the onvironment, but rather as a
synthesis of both concepts, In business terms, to produce
without destroying means to live off the interest without using
up the capital.

Doy

The vitality, imagination and courage of the antrepreneurial
soctor will bo put to the test in finding solutions for problems
such as: how to produce goods and services without burning
fossilfuels, how to replace products which damage the ozone
layer and how to treat toxic materials and wastes in ordor 1o
avold the contamination of water sources and the airwe
broaathe.

Nor can entrepranauts turn their backs on the need for envi
ronmoental palicies designhed to avold the catastrophic ovel
heating of the Earth and the poisoning of its soils. Without

their collabaration, such policies may lead nowhere

During the recent symposium in Rio de Janeiro, entrepra
nours looked at all these Issues, and at how the private sector
can bring about a change in public opinion throughout the
Americas and, particularly, in other entreproneurs, which is
the only way to guarantee that the private sector willbe able
1o fullill its role In sustainable developmaent.

The participation of entrepreneurs should be promoted and
clearly focused. Unless all the protagonists inthe process of
environmentally-sound development are heard, the repre-
sontatives of the 160 nations that will participate in Eco-92
may very well write and approve a magnificent declaration
that would produce no echo throughout the world.
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Programs on the March

Trade Liberalization Provideg
Challenges and Opportunities

ccording to participants ina
Aworkshop recently held at IICA

Headquarters, trade liberalization
presents a series of challenges to
Central America, adding that the
scope of the impact will depend, t? a
great extent, on the subregion’s ability
to compete internationally.

The workshop on free trade initiatives
and the agro-food sector brought to-
gether representatives from the public
and private sectors, specialists and

officials from international agena:
and institutions. They i“diCatedf:s
achieving competitivenesg will requi

the development of techno;ogies ire
proved managerial capabilities|'am;
effective farmer organization,

The activity was sponsoreg
the Federation of Private Eme,pn-seo"
Central America and Panamg
(FEDEPRICAP) and the Institute fo
Socioeconomic Studies in Central
America and the Caribbeap
(IESCARIBE).

by lica

PROCITROPICOS to be Discussed
at Environmental Conference in
Brazil

p ROCITROPICOS, an initiative

which seeks 10 develop agricul-
ture while making sound use of renew-
abie natural resources in the different
subregions of the humid Amazon tro-
PICE, 1s one of the proposals that the
Laun Amernican countries will submi {0
the United Nations Conference on

Environment and Development
(UNCED)

The Cooperative Program on Re-
search and Technology Transfer for
the South American Tropics
(PROC[TROPICOS), which recently
began operations in Brasilia, Brazil,
will present specific Projects to this
international forum.
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This summit meeting, considered one
of the biggest of the United Nations,
will be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
from June 1-12, 1992 The goal of the
meeting is for heads of government
and government leaders from around
the world to adopt a Program of action
éntitled *“Agenda 21 ", aimed at halting
the destruction of the énvironment and

Promoting sustainable development in
coming decades.

PROCITROPICOS is one of the far-
thest reaching Programs |ICA will
carry out in the Nextfew years It
suppgrls the program and collabo-
rates in the Opeération of jig Executive
Secretariat, which will pe located in

Photo/R. Escobar

=

Brasilia. 1ICA also collaborates inthe

formulation of subprograms and
projects and in the administration of

resources forthcoming from the coun-

tries and other funding sources.

Recently, Victor Palma, from Peru,
was elected Executive Secretaryof
the program, and the Brazilian Insti-
tute of Agricultural Research

(EMBRAPA) assumed the chairman-
ship of its Council of Directors.

f
: ary
Victor Palma, Executive Secre" Y

PROCITROPICOS.



Advances Made in
rrcchn(

onlof officiale from national agr
(,ulluml (a66arch Institutos arid
(4me :’l(jml;(, 1o adopt 4 joint
pr()_Um on pﬂumitm and unding for the
”'m;(d‘,(;adu, thus providing news in
f,, 10 loclmologi(,::l integration in
Latin AMGrca and the Caribbean

(LACJ,

eement was reached during 4
;‘L"a‘;’i%a held at IICA Headquarters
and orgﬂﬂi"’d by’lh‘: Technical Advi-

committee (TAC) of the Consul
ive Group 0N International Agricul-
bal pesearch (CGIAR), The meeting
co-sponsored by the Intemational
aize and Wheat Improvement Cen-
for (CIMMY”' the International Center
for Tfopml Agri(;ullur(; (CI/KT) and the
inernational Potato Center (CIP),

Created in 1971 1o deal with the iscue
of natural resources, the aim of the
CGIAR is to contribute, through inter-

sogical Integration

7 p
Participants oposed that the reg)
larnational agyr

cllural roscarch contors,

”fﬂicul!ural, forestry and fisheries
productivity in developing countrics,

[{'r: objective of the meeting in Cost
C3 w2g 10 sludy 2 proposed TAC
document on research needs in Latin
America and the Caribbean, particu-
larly as concerms biotechnology. it vill
gerve as a guide for the CGIAR in
allocating resources to the region over
the next few years,

on becoms more actively inyolred in orienting the aciyites of in-

£
products and dei

n
C

The meeting approved a request
mazde by Argentina’s Nationzl In-
stitute of Agricultural Technology
(INTA) to establish 2 coordination and
consultation mechanism to enable the

national agricultural research and
consultation with national systems, 1o
generating sustainable increaces in

Specifically, LAC is interested in fur-
ther breeding of principal crops, in-

region 1o play a greater role in orient-
ing the work of intemational agricultur-
al research centers.

Support for Nontraditional
Agricultural Exports

n their efforts 1o design proposals and strategies fora
8 development model for Central America, the heads of
institutions and agencies in the area recommended including
the output of small farmers in nontraditional exports from the

Bubregion,

This recommendation arose during an international seminar

held recently at 1ICA Headquarters and organized in con-

junction with the Regional Program for Employment in Latin
\merica and the Caribbean (PREALC).

6 area with regard to pesticide use, following up closely on
e nutritional progress of nursing mothers and children un-

der five years of age, developing the capacity for ongoing
technological support and improving the output of nontradi-
tional crops which generate jobs.

This issue is of particular importance in Central America: in
1989, it exported US$325 million in nontraditional commod-
ities , 80 per cent more than in 1980, accounting for 7 per
cent of total exports from the region.

Seventy-six per cent of these agricultural exports are from
Costa Rica and Guatemala, with the most important being
flowers, melon, pineapple, ornamental plants, roots and tu-
bers, sesame seeds, snowpeas, rubber and tobacco.

This sector involves some 35,000 to 45,000 farmers, of
which 60 per cent are small-scale vegetable growers in the
Guatemala highlands. This means that about 2 per cent of
the small farmers in the isthmus produce nontraditional ex-

port crops.
17
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New Research Agenda
to be Defined

pecialists from North Americg,
S Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin
America recommended that a new
research agenda be designed on
animal production systems for the
countries of the Third World, which will

and international agencies will sugg&s;
different activities to follow up on i
recommendations made during

seminar.

During the symposium, concerns were
voiced about development, such as
the sustainability of natural resources,
the impact of livestock systems on the
environment, the role of womeq in
agricultural production, the generation

of employment and income, food se-

curity and the importance of live
in the economies of underg

: ev
countries. €lopeg

In November, IDRC ang RISP
scientists began to study the refere
documents presented inthe SeMminar:
order to take technical reCOmmer?éln
tions into account when pr°ducingl;‘
final proceedings, to be Publisheq e
1992. il

help meet the new challenges faced by
agriculture.

The proposal was presented during an
international seminar, held at the
Headquarters of the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
(IICA) and organized by the Interna-
tional Development Research Centre
(IDRC) of Canada and the Research
Network on Animal Production Sys-
tems in Latin America (RISPAL), co-
ordinated by IICA.

Photo/R. Escobar

Over the next few months, through on-
going dialogues with donor agencies,
working groups made up of the repre-
sentatives from participating regional

Eduardo Trigo (third from left to right), of lICA, identified new concerns related to sustainable devel-
opment. With him are Carlos Sere, of the IDRC; Hector Hugo Li Pun, Director of the IDRC's Animal
Production Systems Program, and the Executive Secretary of RISPAL, Manuel Ruiz.

Concerted Action Advocated
Against Sanitary Barriers

P

aricipants in a recent international meeting agreed to
join forces in order to reduce the impact of sanitary
barriers on agricul-
tural trade integration
in Latin America and
the Caribbean.

In the First Technical
Meeting of the Com-
mittee for the Ameri-
cas of the Interna-
tional Office of Epi-
zootics (OIE), the
participants approved
a series of recom-
mendations, includ-
ing establishment of
an information net-

The Director General of the OIE, Jean
Blancou, called on the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean to become more
actively involved in the organization,
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work on animal health and the standardization of animal
health certification procedures.

The event, sponsored by the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) and IICA, brought together agricultural
health authorities and specialists from throughout the
Americas.

Concern was expressed over the presence of diseases and
pests which, despite existing bilateral and multilateral
agreements among countries, have become obstacles 10
integration and trade in Latin America.

Establishment of an information system compatible Wilh
others already in existence in the region was proposed: &
the recommendation of the OIE, as an instrument for dealing
with this problem.

In support of this initiative, it was recommended that unifo_me‘
models be set up that would make it possible to determin
accurately when a given country is truly free of diseases an

:)ezts, as a means of eliminating obstacles to agricult™®
rade.




g environmntal degradation
b.\\ Jod 10 Incraasad cooperation
ae pubic and non@\-m,!“enm
-ations (NGOs), which will work
N@‘:( in the coming months to draw
t\}\\,nwon agenda for inter-institu-
s:.; echnical cooperation aimed at
L, m\é;\'atbn of natural resources
sndthe development of sustainable

M@ﬁwmr&

This initiative arose from a seminar-
workshop held at lICA Headquarters
“Sustainable Hillside Agricul-
wrein Central Amenca: Opportunities
for Inter-institutional Collaboration.™
The eventwas attended by more than
. sopmtessionalsfromthe isthmus,
 pepresenting both the public sectorand
NGOs.

The meeting was organized by the
. jmemational Center for Tropical Agri-
. culure (CIAT), the Tropical Agriculture
~ Research and Training Center

Public Sector and NGO
to Work Together on
Hillside Farming Issye

S

(CATIE), the International M
Wheat Improvement
(CIMMYT) and IICA. Itwas
by a Swiss cooperation
development.

aize and

Center
sponsored
agency for

This issue is of utmost importance in
Central America because it is charac-
terized by very hilly highland terrain,
where soil depth ranges from shallow
10 medium. The percentage of land
classified as such varies from 73% in
Costa Rica to 95% in El Salvador. Ac-
cording to data compiled by IICA, the
weighted average for the area is 79%.

The recommendation was also made
to improve communication and the
exchange of information among insti-
tutions, and to set up an up-to- date
data base on the generation, transfer
and adoption of technologies inuse in
the region for sustainable agriculture,
and which take into account socioeco-
nomic and institutional considerations.

' PROCACAO Sets
- Agenda for 1992

ccording to Guillermo Villanue-
i va, Coordinator of the Regional
- Network for Cacao Technology Ge-
~ Reration and Transfer (PROCACAO),
~ this network will continue in 1992 to
~ Provide support for national cocoa
' ry groups. In each country of
- Central America, these groups are
 Stiving to formalize their activities and

Decome national cocoa commissions.

added that PROCACAO will
linue to collaborate with the Re-

T "_m”'_—i;-\
Pesticide Information
Center to Open

A n inter-American information
center, which will offer a data
base on regulations and restrictions
governing pesticide use, will soon
be available to IICA's member
countries.

Known as FOODSAFE, this initiative
is part of a joint undertaking between
the School of Agribusiness and En-
vironmental Resources of Arizona
State University and the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture (IICA).

This data base will give Latin Amer-
ican businesses, cooperatives and
other agricultural organizations ac-
cess to reliable and timely informa-
tion, with a view to helping them in-
crease their food exports to the
United States, the European Eco-
nomic Community and other mar-
kets.

The data base will provide informa-
tion on pesticide use and the level
of pesticide residues allowed in ex-
port crops, as stipulated in interna-

tional laws and regulations.

o _

gional Cacao Advisory Committee -a
private sector forum- in studying ways
the Committee can contribute to im-
proving, in the short term, cocoa-re-
lated activities and the situation of
growers.

As far as research is concerned, the
network will continue to test new
genetic materials in the countries of
the subregion. Such tests are
designed to determine the potential of
such materials and their resistance to
some of the most important cocoa
diseases, such as black pod (Phyto-
phthora palmivora) and monilia
(Moniliophthora roer).
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Action in the countries

New Efforts to Improve

Rural Well-being in the Region

i r
he work being undertaken by |ICA and the lnternatlonaIPFeurBdaf;)d
Azricul'.ural Development (IFAD) in Ecuad‘or, (fauf);a?t:'among o

Venezuela, is a good example of complementarity of €10

ternational agencies.

i red
In Caracas, a mission of specialists from both agencies rec.ently'glalr%p\)/i =
2 muttinational training project on rural development., which W|h i g
Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Panama and countries from the
bean.

Under this initiative, IFAD -the United Nations agency vyh'ich pro_vn.d.es
funding for poor rural farmers- and IICA will upgrade training activities
both in public institutions and in small-farmer and non-governmental or-
ganizations.

In 2ddition, IICA’s Center for Programs and Investment Projects (QEPPI),
with financial support from IFAD, drew up a document to attract invest-
ments to Guyana and Ecuador, for alleviating rural poverty in those
countries. In Ecuador, the initiative will benefit indigenous and mestizo
farmers in the Saraguro and Loja areas.

Photo/E, Quintana, Ecuador
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IICA and IFAD are working to mitigate rural poverty.

Agriculture Can Stimulate E

D uring the Seventeenth Minister-
izl Council Meeting of the Latin
American Economic System (SELA),
the Director General of IICA, Martin
E. Pifieiro, stated that in most of the
countries of the region, the agricul-
tural sector is one of the most com-
petitive and, as such, is a viable

means for promoting a new process
of economic growth,

The meeting took place in Caracas,
where Pifieiro, with leaders from
other regional organizations, pari-
cipated in the sessions of SELA’s
highest governing body, to discuss
foreign debt, integration, coopera-
tion, trade and international relations,
among other topics.

The Director General of IIC,
Venezuela, Rosario Orellan

A, Martin E. Pineiro, and the Deputy

conomic Growt

. . o’
Minister of Foreign Relarlgzs;h 2

a, sign a technical cooperation agreement in Caracas, under whi

Institute will provide suppo

rtto that country's strategy for agriculture.

T e
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Rural Development
and Liberalization
analyzed at Workshop

nSanta Fe de Bogota, Colombia,
I an international seminar on rural
gevelopment and economic libera-
lization brought together Latin
american experts interested in
analzying how small farmers can be
integrated into the new develop-
ment model currently being pro-
moted in the region.

To this end, participants discussed
topics such as: rural development
in the context of liberalization, An-
deanintegration and the small farm
economy, implications of liberaliza-
tion for small farmers, and, the rural
development policy of Colombia.

Organized by the Integrated Rural
Development Fund (DRI) and IICA,
the activity fostered an enlightening
discussion of the conceptual guide-
lines that should now orient rural
development programs. To be ta-
ken into consideration are econo-
mic opening, trade liberalization
and the ever more vigorous inte-
gration process.

Participants stated that under the
nNew circumstances, the small farm
€conomy -consisting of small far-
mers, landed campesinos, agrarian
reform beneficiaries, among others-
will have to compete in intense do-
mestic and external markets, and
for this reason it will be necessary
to revise the concepts, strategies

andinstruments used in support of
3 their activities,

| .

CORECA A greement
Extended Five Years

T he ministers of agriculture of
Mexico, Central America,

Panama and the Dominican Republic
éxtended, for five more years, the
agregment signed with IICA in 1986
creating the Regional Council for Ag-
ricultural Cooperation (CORECA).

During the Tenth Inter-American
Conference of Ministers of Agriculture
(ICMA), held recently in Madrid,
Spa_m, an addendum extending the
or_lglnal agreement was signed by the
Director General of IICA, Martin E.
Pifeiro, and the ministers of agricul-
ture of the subregion.

The parties also signed an agreement
through which IICA will provide tech-
nical support to the Council of Minis-
ters of Agriculture of the Central
American Isthmus in strengthening
links between the sector and integra-
tion fora and mechanisms of the
region. This Council was set up to deal

with agricultural matters in Central
America. It will have a Secretariat for
Coordination, to be headed by the -
Secretary of CORECA.

The five-year extension of the agree-
ment was signed in response to the
need to adjust existing sectoral
mechanisms in the isthmus, and so
equip them to participate more fully in
the process of integration under way in
Central America.

CORECA specialists explained that
the ministers’ decision to extend the
agreement reflects the fact that the
Council successfully completed an
important stage of its work, which has
been recognized by the different
Central American fora. They also
pointed out that this mechanism for
consultation and coordination has
been institutionalized, which was one
of the principal objectives of the origi-
nal cooperation agreement.

he IICA Office in Costa Rica has
carried out numerous activities in
recent months to
support agricul-

IICA Supports Agricultural

Transfer Council (CONITTA), under a
short-term plan to determine what
conditions are
needed for this :

tural moderniza- Modernization in Costa Rica sectortoplaya :

tion in that coun-

try. Areas of primary concern include
rural development, marketing, re-
search and technology.

Firstly, ICA will collaborate in imple-
menting the new price band system,
which is being used to begin liberali-
zation of subregional trade of basic
agricultural commodities before Qe-
cember 31 of this year. Under this in-
itiative, protection and stabilization
mechanisms will be used to resolve
policy and tariff differences inthe area.

In late October, the Office §upponeq
actions to upgrade the National Agri-
cultural Research and Technology

greaterrole inthe -
Costa Rican economy. ;

According to IICA Office officials in :
Costa Rica, its technological assis-
tance program aims to contribute to
developing an “effective, inexpensive
and dynamic” research and transfer
system which fosters the reactivation
of the agricultural sector, through
multinational proposals.

lICA also seeks to identify institutional
constraints on agroindustry and will
formulate a cooperation project to
strengthen the Agroindustrial Deve-
lopment Program, which aims to or-
ganize this sector of the economy.
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New IICA Representa

in Ramirez, from Vene-

ril, from Chile, and Mart A
o CA Representatives in

zuela, were recently named Il
Ecuador and Peru.

Barril, a veterinarianwith a Master's degree inrural sqcuology,
took office on September 7. He previously served, in Chile,
as the director of the Agrarian Research Group (GIA),.qf the
Academy for Christian Humanism. Among other positions,
he also served as the research coordinator at the Center for
Planning and Social Studies (CEPLAES) in Ecuador.

Ramirez took office on September 1, replacing Israel Tineo.
He holds a Master's degree in agricultural economics from
the University of Missouri and formerly served as Deputy
Minister of Agriculture and Livestock of Peru. He also worked
with the Agricultural Credit Fund, the National Agrarian In-
stitute, and the Agricultural and Livestock Bank in that coun-

try.

In Ecuador, IICA has continued to provide support to the
Ministries of Agriculture and Social Welfare. With regard to
the former, the Institute supports the operations of the
Agricultural Research and Technology Program
(PROTECA). Inthe case of the latter, it has supported the
organization and operations of the National Rural
Development Program (PRONADER).

Photo/G, Cordova,

tives Take Office 1n Ecuador and Pegy,

|
i

In Peru, IICA supports government strategies to reactivate the agricultura
sector.

IICA’s Office in Peru has stressed policy and strategy design,
with a view to helping the government reactivate the agri-
cultural sector. It also collaborated with the Ministry of Agri-
culture’s special project on farmers’ markets and participated
in severaltechnical cooperation activities related to techno-
logy generation and transfer and agricultural health.

Pioneer Projects of the IDB

he book Seeds of Change, pub- mistakes in the future. They also

lished recently by the Inter-  suggest ways to improve the lives of by Southern Cone
American Development Bank (IDB), millions of people in the region and
reviews innovative and pioneering throughout the world. he countries of the Southern

projects implemented by the Bank

over the last three decades. Since it was founded in 1959, the IDB on integration in Brasilia, called

@ ]

Integration Fair Organized

Cone recently organized a fair

| CONCENTRO, which was atten-

has been a primary catalyst in mobili- 4

Written by Frank Meissner, it discus- zing funds for development in the re- gsgt:t)i/vt:;s;?essmen antd repr:i:
ses the transfer of skills, knowledge, gion, for a total of approximately llieme inlereéiz;?r:nsrt':::gggnaing
resources and money, as well as other US$136 billion. political and trade relations.
elements that play an indispensable
:,0;, ::1 ,ths :z:al?:srzear:; o(: : rp;eople or The book, whose prologue was written In I_ine with current trends, f:harac-
s G enVironsn(]earch, .by Julio Luna, Coordinator of Inter- tgrlzed by a resurgence o.f lntegra-

: - ental institutional Relations of the IICA Of- tion processes and trade liberaliza:

protection, irrigation, production and
rural poverty.

The author uses narrated stories to

: before finishing i i

re : in ; £

veal means for building on the suc- economist Meisgs:erev'; ig:jl CU';U & e
) rked with the

cesses of the past and avoiding

IDB from 1969-
2 69-1988.

fice in the United States, also offers
tgstlmony to the experience and sen-
sitivity of Meissner, who passed away

tion, the Fair displayed products
from subregional agroindustries
and presented several joint projects
on research, development and o-

d 5




ntorn0 Internacional:

m Jicaciones paracl

comerci
de Amerl
CaribC

0 Agroalimcnlario
caLatinayel

Rodolfo E. Quiros Guardia
Program IV
1ICA Editorial Service

This publication, available
only in Spanish, discusses
the strategic importance of
the agro-food trade to Latin
America and Caribbean
(LAC)inthe newand ¢i:ang-
ing international cori: = »t.

More specifically, de-
scribes the new proc-~ses
under way to bring “out
structural adjustment. i1 2de
liberalization and recicnal
and subregional integrziion,
aswell as the opportunities
anq challenges for devel-
Oping 2 new type of agri-
culture inthe hemisphere.

Thi§ publication is part of a
Series produced by IICA’s
Trade and Agroindustry
Program, which includes
others (also in Spanish) on
the following topics: Agri-
cul!ural Trade Policies in
Latin America and the Ca-
:- :lbbean: Agriculture and
ntegration in LAC;the New

Politica) Context Worldwide:

Modernization, Equity and
Suslainability, and Impact of
Economic Reformin Eastern

Europe on Latin American
Agriculture.

TS s e g ]

Encadenamientos de
produccién en la economia
campesina en ¢l Ecuador

Alain de Janvry'and Pablo
Glikman
FIDA/IICA Series
IICA Editorial Scrvice

This book is i
series of stud
by the Internat
Agricultural Cevaigae
(IFAD), in collaboration win
IICA, in order tc detie
“strategies to mitigaie riral
poverty in Latin America and
the Caribbean.”

The research in Ecuador
seeks to provide additional
criteria for analyzing the
processes and factors that
contribute to generating rural
poverty; increasing the
production potential of the
rural poor; and ensuring that
they derive maximum ben-
efits from all rural develop-

ment projects or programs.
Anotheraimofthestudywas
to increase the limited
number of microeconomic
and macroeconomic studies
onthe rural poor.

(S PO~ >3 s

Mujer Rural

IICA Editorial Service

This book describes the
coniribution of women to

husiral Wil

from the 158 SAIRNTC
Phoiography Contest, whici
was promoted through all of
IICA's Offices in the hemi-
sphere and sponsored by
the Radio Nederland
Training Centre.

Desarrollo tecnolégico e
integracién

Eduardo J. Trigo and
Walter Jaffe

IICA Editorial Service

This work describes and
analyzes trends intechno-
logical development for
agriculture inthe Region. It
underscores the importance
of integrating science and
technology in regional
strategies to equip the
agricultural sector to meet
the challenges that lie
ahead.

According to the study,
biotechnology is the basis of
the new technological
paradigmin agriculiure asi
makes it possibiz {¢ :
etticiently manipu DRSIC

Inminal frin
Qgica: iun

These publications can be
acquiried at IICA Head-
quarters in Costa Rica, or
in the Offices in the
member countries.
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B The Tenthinter-Amer-
ican Conference of Ministers
of Agniculture (ICMA) attract-
ed the attention of the inter-
national press and was
given broad coverage in
newspapers inthe Amer-
icas, the Caribbean and Eu-
rope

The Conference, inaugura-

by the King and Queen of

3in, was attended by del-

tions from 32 countries

{ the region -most of which

ere ed by theirres-
2 Minisie
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ter of agricul-
ture- and representatives of
anumber of lICA's perma-
nent observer countries. In
pening address, King
1 Carlos underscored
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IICA in the News

the importance of the Tcnth
ICMA, “not only because it
highlights Spain‘srole asa
bl\idW\‘ between the Amer-
icas and Europe, but also
because it will provide an
unprecedented forum t'o.r a
meeting between the minis-
ters of both continents.”
(ABC, Ya, El pPais, Expan-
sion, El Dia, EI Comercio,
La Gaceta, El Inde-
pendiente, El Sol and El
Mundo, Spain)

Southern and Andean
Areas

B The Declaration of
Madrid, in which the minis-
ters of agriculture of the
Americas set a course that
willpromote greater agricul-
tural developmentin coming
years, was one of the as-

Upcoming activities

pects of the Tenth ICMA
which newspapers from the
Southernand Andean areas
highlighted.

One of the key issues
emphasized in the newspa-
pers was the ministers’ call
for the dismantling of protec-
tionist policies thatdistortin-
ternational agricultural trade
and cause severe economic
and social damage in the
countries of the Americas.

The Declarationalsorefersto
developmentand moderni-
zation, equity and food avail-
ability, liberalization of agri-
cultural trade, the outcome of
the Uruguay Round of the
GATT, natural resource
conservation and the envi-
ronment. (Ambito Finan-
ciero, La Nacion, La Pren-
saand El Cronista Comer-
cial, Argenting; La Mafana,
Urtguay; Expreso, Ecuza-
dor: El Tiempo, Colomi:iz.
Economia Hoy, Venezua
la; and several internaticinz’
news agencies: AFP, {8
NOTIMEX, ACAN- EFE).

Mexico Centra)

) A

the Caribbean a’:eric
SouthernCone ' th

B Eight news
h.emisphere pUbliSheds
q|a| Supplements in conn
tionwiththe ICMA andIAg

,inwh

Papers of {h

agencies, and by oth
authorities from [aj
America. (Excelsior, M
Xico; El Grafico, Guat l
mala; Prensa Grafica,
Salvador; Voice and Th
News, St. Vincent and th
Grenadines; El Comercig
Ecuador; Presencia, Bo
livia; ABC Rural, Paraguay
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*Managing the Environment and its
Natural Resources in an Interdepen-
dent World. January 22-24, 1992,
IICA Headquarters

The objective of this conference is 1o fill
the information gap on legal require-
ments that have been established to
reduce risks 10 the environment result-
ing from agriculiural activities. Another
goalis o lay the groundwork for design-
ing agro-environmental and rural de-
velopment policies that balance the
considerations of international trade,
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environmental protection and health in
rural communities. The viewpoints of
bpih developed and developing coun-
tries will be represented at the confer-
ence, whichis being organized by [ICA
the Augonomous University of Mexico'
the University of California at Berkeley'
and the National Center for Food anci

Agricultural Policy/Reso
Apriow] y urces for the

*Workshop on Blosafet

17-21,1992, 1ICA Headoarer 2"

quarters

This activity will provide an opportun
for study and training on r_egulatlo ,
governing the use of recorpbmar_ﬂp !
ducts (modified by genetic enginés
ing), especially as concerns testindy
the field of transgenic (genetically : i: f
red) crops. Organized by lICAaN .
International Service for the Acqu1s |
of Agri-biotech ApplicatlonS.n
sponsored by the Rockefeller Fou "
tion, the workshop will prqvnde thea :
ticipants with an opportunity 10 D10
their understanding and knowle
quarantine procedures in effect -






