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RESOLUTION No. 348

"THIRD MINISTERIAL FORUM"

Following are the most important actions taken and being taken by IICA to comply with
the requests expressed at the conclusion of the Third Ministerial Forum.

To facilitate understanding of the text, a brief summary is given of the topics of each
panel directly related to IICA's action and that are included in the conclusions.

Panel 1 “Agribusiness: Critical Factors in the Sustainable Development of

Agricolture”

It was recommended that [ICA support the countries in:

trensition and transformation, new institutional framework,
public-private sector relations,

ministerial dislogue with other portfolios, and

dislogue among countries.

Noteworthy among the actions being implemented by [ICA are the following:

L.

Establishing training programs for agri-business operators (Platforms for
Exportation: Creating Exporters to Canada), to diversify both the number of
ptoducers and products involved in exports to new markets. Fifteen businesses
in Costa Rica participate.

Training programs for instructors, to strengthen and upgrade the capabilities of
IICA specialists (training was provided to ten IICA specialists from the Central
and Andean Regions)

Strengthening the technical cooperation instruments used by the agri-food sector
to access new business technologies, information and organization for the
purpose of increasing the sector's profitability. Under the [ICA/AECI project,
the main actions were: development of DIGA, training courses, participation of
agri-business operators in the Barcelona Food Fair, publication of materials
summarizing the results of the training workshops and specific research results.

Fostaring inter-institutional relations with representatives of the private and
public sectors to serve the interests of both producers and consumers. The
following organizations participated in the first training module for business
operators in Costa Rica: AC/CR, CACIA, CADEXCO, CENECOOP, CNP and
PROCOMER.

Technical cooperation agreements that, as in the case of Canada's Forum for
International Trade Training (FITT), provide training materials for entrepreneurs
from the agri-food and beverage sectors, The training materials involve the



exchange of experiences and methodologies that have been successfully used to
develop new markets,

Panel IT "Agrifood Development and Rural Poverty: The Market and the Roles of the
State and Civil Society”

NCA was requested to provide support in the following areas:

successful experiences, agri-food development and rural development
(identification and systematization)

results of the decentralization process

impact of macro-economic policy on the sector

new approaches to rural development

options for technical and financial cooperation and multilatersl and inter-

agency cooperation

One of the most important actions undertaken by IICA in this connection was the
creation of the Intermational Center for Rural Development (CIDER), which is

headquartered in Panama.

The terms of reference for establishing CIDER included basing its programs on an
analysis of experiences in the Region, and conducting an exhaustive analysis of current
thought on the new rurality and of the role the sector and its populations should play in
development models of the region in the near future, a process that has been led by
IICA, in association with multilateral agencies that work with rural development in the

region.

The basic objective of CIDER is contribute to building capabilities and opportunities in
rural communities and among entrepreneurs of our hemisphere, by creating new visions
and structures for economic and social development, designing innovative management
instruments, and supporting the implementation of actions, such as formulating a
contemporary definition of rural welfare, and joint efforts with the states, organizations
of civil society in our countries, and international cooperation organizations.

As part of [ICA, CIDER will support technical cooperation actions being implemented
by the Institute in its 34 member countries, where more than 90 rural development
projects are under way,

CIDER's field of action includes the following priority topics:

rural economics

atténtion to rural poverty

gender equity

attention to rural youth

sustainable development of natural resources

development of human and social capital in the rural milieu
construction of networks and alliances

In this framework, it is of key importance to build and strengthen new ways of working
with international organizations with a view to adding value and combining efforts. An



example of this is the inter-agency group on rural development, recently created in New
Orleans during the Meeting of IDB Govemors, and which brings together the efforts of
the IDB, ECLAC, GTZ, FAO, [FAD and IICA.

Panel 3 "Technology: Change and its Impact on Competitiveness, Productivity and
Health and Food Safety”

Under this panel, IICA was entrusted with supporting the following:

strengthening  cooperation mechanisms, cooperative research programs
(PROCIs), networks, FORAGRO, FONTAGRO

developing actions in the area of information and education in connection
with biotechnology

modemizing services and implementing agreements on sanitary and
phytosanitary measures, and technical barriers to trade

formulating a strategy for closing the gap beétween developed and
developing countries as pertains to scientific and technology development
and matters of funding

In these fields, the principal actions have been to support the organization and
Impiementation of FORAGRO, and promote and orient reciprocal cooperation through
participation in cooperative research programs (PROCIs) and develop specialized
networks, in coordination with the Regional Centers and the CAs.

In this connection, two meetings of FORAGRO's Executive Committee were organized,

a working plan was developed for the Forum and a web site (www.iicanet.org/faragro)
was created, HCA has worked to organize and develop the Forum’s first international
meeting, the theme of which is "Agriculture with Knowledge.” It has also participated
in working meetings of the PROCIs and some specialized networks,

In developing these actions, documents on the following topics, smong others, were
written: a) shared vision, challenges and opportunities of agriculture in the fiture; b)
premises for analyzing the role of agriculture and technical change; c) agricultural
scenarios from the technological perspective; d) the status of the bhiotechnologies in
LAC, with emphasis on transgenic plants, &) funding of regional agricultural research;
and 1) analysis of capabilities in LAC in science and technology for addressing future
challenges in agriculture,

In this area, support was provided through technical cooperation missions to address
organizational structures for research (El Salvador and Dominican Republic) and
methods for calculating the economic impact of research (Costa Rica, Brazil, Ecuador

and Gugtemala).

A network was set up for technical-thematic articulation of Area II specialists, which
resulted from a mieeting with specialists from other organizations. [ICA's strategy for
technical cooperation in technology innovation and natural resources, with emphasis on
soils and water, was formulated. In technology innovation, a first analysis was made on
the financing of technology innovation in agri-food chains for citrus (Brazil), potatoes
(Colombia) and milk (Costa Rica). In addition, actions and studies on the subject of



intellectual property were addressed in workshops held in South America, the
Caribbean and the Central Region.

Work continued to organize the Central American Research System (SICTA), design
the cooperative research program for the countries of the Northem Region
(PROCINORTE) and to reorient PROCIANDING.

In addition, IICA participated in hemispheric deliberations, co-sponsored by IICA and
other institutions, on soil and water resources (in Peru and Brazil).

b) Support to the countries for promoting new means of funding research projects
on critical technologies (PROFIN}

In this connection, IICA supports FONTAGRO in executing multinational research
projects for the first stage of the Fund: a central coordinating unit was established at

Institute Headquariers for this purpose.

c) Support o the member countries’ processes to modemize technology
management systems (PROGETEC)

Agctivities in this priority area provide technical support to the project on research and
policies on processes of change for rural extension and technical assistance models in
LAC, which is led by Argentina's INTA; Colombia's Federation of Coffee Growers and
Mational Technology Transfer Program; and Costa Rica’s National Directorate for

Extension.
d) In the area of agricultural health:

Considerable efforts have been made to define a "modernization model” for national
agricultural health systems. Prospective models applied to agricultural health and food
safety (AHFS) were prepared for designing a practical model that enables countries to
identify their AHFS status (21-25/02/00).

A methodological instrument was designed for evaluating AHFS systems,
trends and prospects, making it possible to conduct a preliminary assessment
thereof in the hemisphere and to publish a document on the results,

An allisnce was established with USDA and AIEA to initiate & program to
eradicate the Mediterranean fruit fly in Central America, through the
modemization of the agricultural health systems. The AIEA will second a
specialist to work at IICA Headgquarters to work with the [ICA regional
specialist, who will be transferred to San Jose, Costa Rica.

Some nine documents were written, on the following topics:

HCA's technical cooperation strategy as an observer on the WTO Committee
on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures

Prospective document of the WTO Agreement on the application of Sanitary
and Phytosanitary Measures

NMCASCSPM informational bulletin



Special and differential treatment: Is a re-evalustion of its orgin and
purposes needed (two versions)

ACCESO: second [ICA/CSPM informational bulletin

Status of FTAA members in complying with WTO's Agreement on SPM

A document is being prepared for presentation at the CSPM meeting in
MNovember on technical cooperation vis-a-vis the modemization of
agricultural health and food safety systems

Establishment of an informal 1ICA discussion forum with member countries
Articulation of SPM topics among the different actors in the agri-foed chain,
with a view to encouraging analysis and discussion of the mformation
distributed.

Pans! 4 The Importance of the Forthcoming Multilateral Negotiations on Agriculture
in the WTO

Participants in the forum requested priority attention from 1ICA in the following areas:

Play a leading role in technical cooperation in this subject area, especially as
regards monitoring the negotiations and publicizing their results.

Support the ministries of agriculture in improving notification processes and
dissemination of WTO documentation

Actions taken by [ICA:

In regard to point 1 of the resolution, [ICA carried out a series of efforte that provide it
with a team highly trained to address topics related to foreign trade of agricultural
products, Point 2 of the resolution has been addressed as part of the technical
cooperation package provided to the countries. Noteworthy among [ICA's actions fo
fulfill these tasks are:

Establishing & cooperstion agreement between HCA and the Regional
Negotiating Machinery for addressing the topic of trade negotiations in the
Caribbesan

Strengthening the network of TICA tade specialists by coordinating the
[nstitute's technical cooperation activities at the regional and hemispheric
lavels: training for the specialists at the V1 Meeting of the GINA'. Miami,
[USA, January 2000,

Serving as Technical Secretariat of the Informal Consultative Group of
Agricultural Negotiators of the Countries of the Americas (GINA), which
meets perindically to analyze topics on the FTAA and WTO agendas of
agriculture negotiations. Miami, USA, 2000,

Establishing an electronic forum as a mechanism for articulating and
fostering the exchange of opinions and information among agrir_:ultural
negotiators and [TCA specialists (huip:/Infoagro pe/Comerciol: strengthening the

! Ciroup consisting of the agricultural negotiators of the courtries of America that belong to the WO
Committee on Agricelure and the FTAA Negotiating Group on Agriculiure.



elecironic information system that monitors multilateral (WTQ) and regional
(FTAA) agricultural negotiations ( pegociadoresi@infoagro.net ).

ICA's technicsl personnel have participated in numerous seminars, workshops and
courses on subjects including:

Multitateral agricultural trade negotiations; large trends in agri-food trade; large
trends in international agri-food industry and trade; the WTO and ASA - The
case of Costa Rica: Institutional modemization in the agricultural sector:
institutionsl organization; the relationship between FTAA and WTO.

Support missions were sent 1o various countries in the area: Nicaragua, Costa
Rica, Venezuela, Peru, among others.

Some |2 publications were prepared, the most noteworthy of which address:

Agriculture under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and
undear the World Trade Organization (WTO): a historical overview
Multilateral agricultural negotiations: statistics on agricultural trade and
negotiating positions in agriculture and related areas, for the Ministerial
Meeting in Seattle.

Report on compliance with resolution No. 333 of the Ninth IABA
Negotiating scenarios for the principal import and export products of ALADI
member countries

Institutional models for trade negotiations

Trade and integration in the Americas: Proceedings of the first acadamic
colloguium of the Americas

Effects of the change in the commion extemnal tariff on CARICOM countries
Administration of tariff quotas in agricultural commodity exchanges
Evolution and performance of agri-food trade in the Americas, 1960-19¢7
Direction and dynamism of intemnational agri-food trade in the Americas
(1994-1998)

Costa Rica: Variation of the CPI, with emphasis on the food, beverage and
tobacco group (updated monthly)

The WTO and the ASA: The Case of Costa Rica

Numerous strategic alliances have been promoted and formalized for engaging in joint
technical cooperation activities:

WTO Secretariat

[DB-Intal

Tripartite FTAA Commission (OAS, ECLAC, IDB)
CORECA

CARICOM

Regional Negotiating Machinery (RNM)

ALADI Secretariat



