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he Diroctor General of IICA, Martin E. Pifieiro, met with the President of Bolivia, Jaime Paz Zamora (center), at the Government Palace. Also in
=ance wore (from left to right): Benjamin Jara, IICA Representative in Bolivia; Mauro Bertero Diaz, Minister of Campesino and Agricultural
@l6:and Victor Palma, IICA Director of Andean Area Operations.
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znzlyze topics such as the role of the
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Also atiending the meeting were Mauro Bertero, Minister of
Campesino and Agricultural Affairs; IICA Representative in
La Paz, Benjamin Jara; and IICA's Director of Andean Area
Operations, Victor Palma.

In speaking with the Bolivian leader, Pifieiro explained the
adjustments IICA has undertaken to implement the Plan of
Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America
and the Caribbean (PLANLAC), a proposal seeking to
modemize the agricultural sector as a means of reactivating
the economies of the region and achieving equitable and
sustainable growth.

They also exchanged views on the changes taking place in

At the G:'.fernmem Pa/a_ce, Pineiro also spoke with the vice president of Bolivia, Dr. Luis Ossio Sanjinez (right). Accompanying them is
the Minister of Campesino and Agricultural Affairs, Mauro Bertero Diaz.

Pineiro meets with Bolivian President

eastern Europe, and their possible implications for
agriculture in the region. Pifieiro stated, "lICA is optimistic
about the situation and we feel that the chan
inthe world augur weli for exports from all of Latir

For his part, the Bolivian president told the Director Gen
about preparations being made to implement t
National Alternative Development Strategy.” This strategy
proposes replacing coca production by offering a different
type of economic development, which would substitute the
employment, income and foreign exchange this activity
currently generates. Pifieiro agreed with Paz Zamora that
this is a topic of importance throughout the world.

While in La Paz, Pifieiro held several working sessions with
Minister Bertero to analyze IICA's technical cooperation
activities in Bolivia, which focus primarily on rural
development, technology generation and transfer and
institutional strengthening, and to discuss strategies for the
1990-1991 biennium.



Latin America and the Caribbean:
Changes in Europe will have positive an

ccording to MartinE. Pineiro,

Director General of [ICA, the
wave of changes sweeping eastern
Europe may lead to an expansion of
world markets, to the advantage of
Latin America and the Caribbean.
However, in the short and medium
term, there may be adecline in current
levels of direct aid to and investments
in the region.

Pifieiro added that, inaninternational
context characterized by the forma-
tion of new blocs, the region should
accelerate the process of regional in-
tegration in order to improve its posi-
tion in trade negotiations and in defin-
ing the "rules of the game” that will
govern the operations of the world

economy.

The Director General made these

comments atarecent meeting of ICA
Representatives from Central Amer-
ica, Mexico, Panama and the Domini-
can Republic, where he outlined
[ICA's priority actions in implement-
ingthe PlanofJointAclionlorAgricuI-
tural Reactivation in Latin America
and the Caribbean (PLANLAC).

OUTLOOK

Pifieiro stated that the outlook for
agriculture in the region may improve
in the short term with the integration
of the European Common Market in
1992, a progressively more open
Japanese market, the stabilization of
stocks of temperate-climate com-
modities, and the economic reforms
and opening up of markets in eastern
Europe.

In his opinion, this favorable combi-
nation of factors should lead to an
overall increase in the demand for
agricultural commodities, and, con-
sequently, to "anincrease in interna-
tional prices and export opportunities
forLatin Americaandthe Caribbean.”
He pointed out, however, that in the
short term, the capability of some
eastern European countries for ex-
panding their production of oil seeds
and grains could put a damper on
expectations for temperate-climate
products from Latin America.

The Director General stated that the
penefils the region will derive from
improvements in the international
mark.et will depend on its short-and
medium-term responses 1o the

d negative impact

situation.On this point, he straggeq
that the PLANLAC can make g
important contribution, inasmuch ag
it is a strategy which emphasizes joint
action among countries from differ.
ent subregions and promoles inte-
gration.

A firm believer in the need 10 speed
up the process of integration in the
region as a means 1o improve the
negotiating power of Latin America
and the Caribbean within the chang-
ing international context, Pifeiro
stated that concerted action would
assist the region in its efforts 10
achieve improved conditions for in-
creased participation in the word
economy and markets.

In analyzing the drawbacks 10 the
myriad changes occurring in eastem:
Europe, the Director General €
plained that one short-term conse:
quence could be a reductionindif

aid to and private investment in 1he
region.

Inthe judgement of internaliot}al
lysts, more and more assistan“
from the West will be €3 ed ¥
support the incipient process”
democratization and €con° ,
form in countries such @5 Hunga”'
Poland, and the German De
Republic.



PLANLAC | |

IICA gears up to implement the PLANLAC

n response to a mandate issued by the ministers of
I agriculture of the hemisphere, IICA has begun to
make adjustments in its organization and operations for
implementing the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

Meeting in San Jose in October 1989 to study and approve
this proposal, which proposes modernizing the agricultural
sector as a means of reactivating the economies of the
region and achieving equitable and sustainable growth, the
ministers entrusted IICA with developing its capacity for
coordination to ensure follow-up on the Plan.

With this in mind, adjustments have been initiated which
range from establishing new priorities for action beginning
in 1880, to redefining the role of IICA's Offices in its 31
Member States. These adjustments are also being made in
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esponse to the enormous changes occurring in the
ernational scene, which willnecessarily have an effect on
lICA technical cooperation and will demand that the
Institute be capable of providing quick and appropriate
eSponses.

In order to implement the PLANLAC efficiently, the
Directorate of Programming and Evaluation (DIPROE) has
been assigned new responsibilities, the former Center for
Invesiment Projects (CEPI) expanded its aclivities and
became the Center for Investment Programs and Projects
CEPPI), a Dissemination and External Funding
Committee was created, all units involved in communica-
tions were placed under the Inter-American Agricultural
Documentation and Information Center (CIDIA), and a new
aeneral Coordinator of the Plan of Joint Action was
appointed.
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AN EXTREMELY POWERFUL MANDATE

The Director General of [ICA, Martin E. Pifieiro, stated that
“The approval of the PLANLAC provided us with an  extre-
mely powerful mandate, and the countries insisted that we be
efficient in implementing the proposals it contains." He
added that agricultural reactivation should be seen as a
dynamic process subject to change and the |.nclu5|on of new
topics. Amongthese topics are the conservation of natural re-
sources, which "is more important politically now thanllt was
just two years ago," institutional development,and training.

Training is closely linked to an initiative proposed by Costa
Rican President Oscar Arias for the creation, at [ICA
Headquarters, of a training and conference center where
“concrete ideas and projects leading to agricultural
development based on peace, progress and social justice”
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can flourish. The Director General of IICA explained that the
first opportunity for evaluating the implementation of the
PLANLAC will be during the Sixth Regular Meeting of the
Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA), to be held in
Madrid, Spainin 1991. The IABA is IICA's governing body,
and is made up of the ministers of agriculture of its Member
States or their representatives.

It will be held concurrently with the Tenth Inter-American
Conference of Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA), the highest
level agricultural forum in the hemisphere. This meeting is
considered to be of utmost importance to the region as it will
provide opportunities for ministers from the Americas and
their counterparts from Europe to exchange views on key
topics in agriculture, especially the opening up of the
European Common Market in 1992 and the major changes
taking place in eastern Europe.

5



MEETINGS WITH REPRESENTATIVES

Because organizational and operational changes‘lr}'t’he
internal structure of lICA have created new responsibilities
for IICA Representatives inits 31 Member States, separalg
meetings were held in February with Represenlatnvgs an
technical personnel from both the Central and Carnbbean
Areas. Similar meetings will be held in March wqh the
Representatives and technical personnel from [ICA's An-
dean and Southern Areas.

Representatives, technical personnel and Program
Directors frankly exchanged views on the new institutional
focus which will guide the execution of the PLANLAC, and
discussed adjustments already made to carry it out.

For the Director General of IICA, the process of formulat?ng
and launching the Plan of Joint Action will involve defining
a new institutional profile, not only because it provides
opportunities for reflection on strategic topics in agriculture,
but also because it establishes a new style of inter
-institutional cooperation.

He stated, "The PLANLAC has had atremendous impacton
our capacity to interact and coordinate actions with other
regional and international agencies."

The PLANLAC also calls for a change in the focus of
multinational projects, which are given preference by fund-
ing agencies, donor countries and agencies because of
their potential for promoting integration.

In this regard, Pifieiro feels that changes are needed in the
relationship between the Institute's Programs and its Of-
fices, which should be characterized by greater coordina-
tion and dialogue.

INCREASED CAPACITY FOR STRATEGIC THINKING

Underthese circumstances, Pifieiro feels that it is important
1o do more “thinking about strategy and the future, which will
help us to understand the changes taking place inthe world,
especizlly those that will have an impact on agriculture in
Latin America and, consequently, on lICA."

To expand this process of institutional reflection, a task
force was established which consists of the Director Gen-
eral, the Deputy Director General, the Program Directors
and the Direclor of CEPPI. The group will focus on inter-
Program action, and its task will be to incorporate the topics
of the environment, training and institutional development
into the Medium Term Plan, the document which guides
Institute action for specific periods of time,

One of the adjustments IICA has made to efficiently imple-
ment the PLANLAC has involved redefining the tasks as-
signed to CEPPI. This change also grows out of the belief
that the funding of investments in agriculture associated
with the technical cooperation IICA provides (»vill make it

action at the country level more efficient, ' ;

Along with its work connected with specific investment
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ment programs (SAP).

. rking relationshi

achieve these tasks,.lhe workin ) P betwe
E;CE)EPPI andthe Offices willbe one of interaction, with Shargd
responsibilities and different levels or degrees of Participa.
tion, depending on the task to be carried out.

im of the sectoral diagnoses 1s to achieve a b
Iggeer“standing of the current situation in and _evoluli::z
the agricultural sector In the mgmber countries, These
diagnoses should identify the major problems affecting yng
sector and the adjustments needed in sectoral policies
priority areas for invesgment., as W_ell as the most urgent
reforms needed in pertinent institutions.

These diagnoses will serve as the foundation for formyla.
ing [ICA's technical cooperation strategy andwillenable the
Offices to identify areas for technical cooperation ang
investment.

They will also give funding agencie's a broader and more
accurate view of the sector and provide them with a starting
point for preparing complete SAPs. Lastly, they will serve
to strengthen the Offices' technical and operating relations
with the funding agencies.

DISSEMINATION AND FUNDING

Another important activity at the moment is the dissemina-
tion of the ideas contained in the PLANLAC, both withinthe
Institute and in the countries.

Organizational changes made to achieve greater efficiency
inthis area ledto the establishment of the new CIDIA, which

brings together all the IICA units that worked previously in
communications and the media.

They range from the editing, design and printing of publica-
tnon;, to the classification, distribution and marketing of
publncatigns (Editorial Service, Print Shop, Documentary
Information and Distribution) to work in radio, video and
other visual media (Communications).

In this regard, the goal s to establish a channel of commy: -
nication at different levels in the countries: ministries o
agncu!ture, treasury, and planning; central banks, funding
agencies, donor agencies and the society at large.

Dissemination activities and priorities will also be P'a““ed’
19 run parallel to efforts to secure external resources 2
{!nance PLANLAC programs and projects. The dissemn&
t'of‘ strategy gives an important role to the IICA Represé"
atives in lICA's 31 member countries.

;n:y Will be responsible for disseminating the ideas mnat
© as a result of the execution, administration aaI :
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In this context, special emphasis has been given to stren-
gthening relations between IICA Representatives and their
counterparts in funding agencies and donor countries, who
can make valuable contributions inthe execution of the Plan
of Joint Action. The Directors of Area Operations also have
an important role to play in dissemination. Because they
maintain ongoing contact with the Representatives, they
can keep them up to date on current thinking at
Headguariers. CIDIA will collaborate with dissemination
activities by preparing videos on topics and activities
connected with the PLANLAC. These videos will enable the
Representatives andtechnical personnelto study the broad
policy lines that are being defined. The|Public Information
Unit will also provide support for matters related to the
press, and through the organization of technical activ-
jties that bring together different sectors.

In regard to funding, emphasis will be put on securing
external resources with support from the countries, and
through joint efforts with subregional integration forums.
The European Economic Community and international
funding agencies will receive special attention.

Several meetings will be held in the next few months with
cooperating entities from the subregions of Latin America
andthe Caribbean. In Central America, the meetings will be
held within the framework of the Special Program of
Economic Cooperation for Central America (PEC). A
meeting will be held with the Board of the Canagena
Agreement (JUNTA) for the Andean Area and another with
- CARICOM for the Caribbean.

~ OTHER CHANGES
IICA's adjustment process also involves the establishment

- of subregional working groups, coordinated by the respec-
live Area Directors and made up of specialists from the

Representatives, techni-
cal personnel and
Program Directors frankly
exchanged views on the
new institutional focus

which will guide the execu-
tion of the PLANLAC, and
discussed adjustments
already made to carry

it out.

programs and/or the heads of regional multinational
projects. This group will help provide an overview of the
problems that existinthe sector, and will also share its views
with the specialists, who must carry out more specific,
concrete tasks.

One of the most important activities soon to be undertaken
by the Institute will be to complete the identification and
preparation of projects included in the PLANLAC. Thisis a
complex process through which agreement must be
reachedwiththe different subregions, and investmentfunds
secured to put the final touches on the proposals. The
Directorate of Programming and Evaluation (DIPROE) has
been assigned new responsibilities for this purpose.

In DIPROE, a Division of Technical Cooperation Strategies
and Projects was created, the main function of which is to
coordinate the identification and formulation of technical
cooperation projects, especially multinational projects.
These projects, however, will not be limited to those
reflecting the current strategic outlook, but will also include
new proposals that may arise. The Division will also
coordinate regional and national strategies by formulating
new technical cooperation projects.

The adjustment process initiated by the Institute comes at a
time when 18 PLANLAC projects covering the areas of
policy and investment, technological development, rural
development, animal health and plant protection are
already under way. Three of these projects are hemispher-
ic in scope, and the others are subregional: seven in the
Central Area, one in the Andean Area, six in the Caribbean
Area and one in the Southern Area. At the same time, 27
projects covering IICA's areas of concentration are being
formulated. Negotiations are under way with bilateral and
multilateral funding agencies to secure funds for the
execution of these projects.




Central America:

Agricultural investment pro jects

entral America moved forward

in the preparation of a portfolio
of agricultural investment projects
that will soon be submitted to
cooperation organizations and
agencies for funding under the
Special Economic Cooperation Plan
(PEC). Fourteen organizations linked
to the agricultural sector of the
isthmus put the final touches on the
portfolio during the Eleventh Regular
Meeting of the Inter-institutional
Group of the Agricultural Sector
(GISA), held February 1-3 at IICA
Headqguarters. GISA brings together
regional and international organiza-
tions working inthe agricultural sector
in Central America, in an effort to
contribute to the modernization of
agriculture, economic reactivation
and development.

Among its members are the Central
American Bank for Economic Integra-
tion (CABEI), the Permanent Secre-
tariat of the General Treaty for Central
American Economic Integration
(SIECA), the Regional Council for
Agricultural Cooperation in Central
America, Mexico, Panama and the

The Deputy Director General of lICA, Harlan Davis (center) stated that GISA is an efficient

mechanism for interinstitutional coordination.

Dominican Republic (CORECA), the
Inter-American Institute for Coopera-
tion on Agriculture (IICA) and the
United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO). Roberto Matheu,
incharge of the GISA Secretariat, indi-
cated that the final details on projects
will have to be worked out before the
meeting of cooperation agencies and
organizations to be held as part of the

PEC in September or October. The
projects deal with food security, the
organization of small-scale farmers,
reactivation of agroindustry and the
conservation of renewable natural
resources, as called for in the Plan of
Joint Action for Agricultural Reactiva-
tion. The PEC comes under

the United Nations Development -
Programme (UNDP).

Basic gr

Ambassador Fernando Cardesa and Deputy Director General, Har
implementing the program.
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an Davis, sign the contract for

ains program begins

mbassador Fernando Cardesa,
A Head of the Commission of t_he
European Economic Community
(EEC), announced in Costa Ricathal
a regional program to improve the
production of basic grains in Central
America and Panama, through ré-
search and the transfer of technot
ogy, will go into effect immediately
with US$12 million from the EEC:
This program is one of the initiatives
included in the Plan of Joint Actionfor
Agricultural Reactivation in La!
America and the Caribbeal;
(PLANLAC), approved last OctoP®®
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Director General stresses importance of
reaching agreement with the agricultural private sector

D uring the First Andean Encoun
ter for Agreement on Agricul
ture, held the first week of | ebruary
in Caracas, Venezuela, Manin |

Pifieiro, Director General of (ICA,
indicated that in spite of the fact that
PLANLAC projects are geared 1o-
ward the public sector, the private
seclor must take a partin formulating
and executing them

He explained that progress has been
made recently in recognizing that
b services rendered by the public sec-
* for in all the countries of the region
¢ must be adjusted to give the private
& sector the necessary economic in-
centives and cecurily needed for
¢ making investments, as well asforin-
& corporating new technology.

Pifieiro stated, I believe that this is
L an imporiant step forward in coming
P 1o grips with how the economy
& works, and with the urgent need to

* Cardesa, during the signing of a
- contract which designates IICA as
- administrator of the resources of
.~ the program, stressed the fact that
- the program responds 10 a real
- heed in Central America and
- "encourages the spirit of regional
7 ation.” He added that the

EEC isinterestedin promoting this
- lype of activity in the isthmus. On

behall of 1ICA, the Deputy Director
: al, Harlan Davis, thanked
the EEC for its suppon 1o this
3 American program.

coordinate the public sector with the
aclivity of economic agents,”

Participants in this unprecedented
"agricultural encounter” of the Andean
Groupincluded ministers of agriculture
of the region, leaders of farmers’ and
livestock ranchers' organizations, and
representatives  from organizations
such as the Board of the Cartagena
Agreement (JUNTA) and IICA,

The goal of the meeting was to bring
the public and private sectors of the
Andean nations closer together with
a view to reactivating the agricultural
sector,

During the meeting, Pificiro set forth
the key points of the Plan of Joint
Action for Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

The Plan includes specific programs
and projects for the different
subregions of the hemigsphere, which,
in the case of the Andean Area, were
endorsed and adopted by the Board of
the Cartagena Agreement, in
Decision 251.

The Director General also called atten
tion 1o the fact that this joint meeting
represented a first step toward reach-
ing agreement and establishing a dia-
logue between the public and private
sectors at the subregional level. He
added that this type of event could very
well have already occurred in each
country, but that this was the first time
it was taking place at the subregional
level.

Pifieiro pointed out that the meeting
was just the first step in a long, compli-
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cated process.
optimistic that it ito
strong, permanent mechanism that
would serve as an example for other

subregions.

The Andean meeting also servedas a
forum to discuss subregional mecha-
nisms for institutionalizing closer ties
between the public and private
sectors. This is considered to be of
major importance in reactivating
agricultural activity and making it the
driving force behind equitable,
sustainable development.

The participants also studied formu-
las for subregional consensus on
sectoral policies, as well as the
mechanisms needed to reach agree-
ment on levels of protection for
agriculture, such as the control of
subsidies and donations, and imports.

9



Headquarters

in achieving inter-institutional agree-
ment during the preparation of the
PLANLAC. During his five years as
Assistant Deputy Director General for

New officials

new top-level offi ‘
been stationed at Operations, he represented the Insti-
ers, representing tute innumer-
ce of the PLANLAC ous agricul-
Office of the Assis tural forums
ector General for for the An-
Directorates of dean,Central,

the Directorate of Caribbean
onof International and Southern
and DIPROE's Division Areas, in
""" ation Strategies meetings with
FAO, and

with authorities of the 1DB.

In mid-February, Manuel Chiriboga,
from Ecuador, was named Director of
Program lll, Organization and Man-
agement for Rural Development.

Chiriboga is a sociologist and was
formerly the coordinator of the
CLACSO-
CODESRIA
program in
Argentina. |
He replaces |
Fausto Jor-
dan, an eco-
nomist, who
directed the
Program for
three and a
half years.

As of January 17, Jose Alfonso Ce-

breros, from Wexico, was named As-

sistat Deputy Director General for On January 15, Gordon Mair took on
Operations. Prior 10 joining liCA, Ce- the duties of Director of Finances at
breros, an economist, served as coofr- IICA Headquanters. He is an econo-
dinator of advisors 10 the Secretarial mist, and prior 1o joining IICA, he was
ol Agriculure manéger of
in Mexico He the Forestry
replaces Cas Canada gro-
si0 Lu:LLcIA{. up of audi-
who is the lors. Gordon
new Mexican replaces
ambassador Paul Sisk
tothe Repub- o

lic of Korea

Luissell p[a— xlllc(;loroel 'Xa.
yed a key role gel, an ecg'
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nomist from Mexico, is the new Heaqg
of the Division of Internationa| Coop-
eration of the Directorate of Externgj
Relations.

Del Angel is the former head of advi-
sors for the  Directorate of
Credit of "A- =
gravismo,” in
Mexico, D.F.
He has vast |
experience in
finances, a
field in which
he has wor-
ked in both
the public and
private sec-
tors.

As of January 18, Gonzalo Estefanell, -
fromUru-
guay,has
served as
the Head of
DIPROE's
new Division
of Technical -
Cooperation .
Strategies
= and Projects.
" Estefanell
holds a mas-
ter's degree in agricultural econom-
ics, and previously worked as @
regional project specialist for |ICA
in Barbados.

Jerry L. Fowler, from the United
States, is the
new Director
of Program V. §
He has a doc-
torate in bio-
chemistry and
previously
worked for the
Department of
Agriculture.
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T he Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture and
the Commission of the Quincenten-
nial of the Discovery  of America:
Encounter of Two Worlds are offering
more than US$4,000 in prize money
to the winners of the 1990 I|ICA
Art Award.

The theme of the juried competition,
which is open to all artists living in
~ lICA's member countries, is the many
- faces of rural Latin America and the
- Caribbean: women and children,
. forms of production, small farmers,
. customs and traditions. Prizes will be
- awarded to those artists who best and
- most creatively depict the rural
sector.

- First prize isworth US$2,000, second
- prize US$1,000, third prize US$750
. and fourth prize US$500. Contest-
. ants may submit works in the
- following media: oil, water-colour,
- tempera, acrylic and gouache.

All pieces must be submitted to the
- lICA Office or Spanish Embassy in
- therespective country by March 30th,
- 18%0. Rules and regulations and
- Selection criteria are also available at
- the above addresses. IICA and the
- Commission of the Quincentennial
- Wwillappoint aninternational jury made
- Up of three experts who will be
- 'esponsible for the final selection.
- TheSpanish Embassies and the IICA
- Offices in each country will also
designate a jury of two local experts
who will conduct a preliminary
on and send two pieces to the
Competition in San Jose, Costa
ome to IICA Headquarters.

Certificate. Prize-winning pieces will
become part of the permanent art col-
lection of IICA and of the Commission
of the Quincentennial.

This initiative will enable the two
organizations to reach a larger
audience in the rural and agricultural
sector and to raise the awareness of
the artistic community concerning the
problemsfacing the small farmer. This
will in ‘turn enable artists to
communicate, in their own special
way, the concerns of the sector. This
event also marks part of an effort to
participate in the various preparatory
activities of American and European
institutions  working to preserve the
cultural heritage of this hemisphere,

American artists depict rural setting

tiesthat encourage and strengthen
cultural ties and exchanges with Latin
America with the aim of contributing
to the creation of a dynamic
Ibero-American cultural community.

Every country in Latin America has set
up its own National Commission,
giving rise to an extensive network of
institutions with a common goal: to
make the commemorative events of
1992 a focal point for joint aspirations
and achievements. The major
objective of the Commission is to
promote and coordinate these
projects, collaboratingintheir devel-
opment and implementation by public
and private entities or individuals.

onthe occasionofthe =
HAS:

five hundredth anniver-
sary of the arrival of

the Spaniards in
America. Another
major  objective is

to tap IICA's extensive
and permanent re-
sources in the region,
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Headquarters

Agreements signed to promove rural well-being

T he major objective of the two
cooperation agreements sig-
nedby IICA, the Economic and Social
nning Institute for Latin America
{ the Caribbean (ILPES) and the
ional Employment Program for
tin America and the Caribbean
PREALC) is to contribute to improv-
ng the effectiveness of rural
jevelopment policies, with emphasis
those policies which seek to
enerate employment in Latin
nerica and the Caribbean. Both
reements will be in effect for a
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period of three years and are basically
concerned with promoting and
carrying out activities to alleviate or
eradicate rural poverty.Two separate
ceremonies took place at the IICA
Office in Chile. Present at the signing of
the first agreement was Mr. Alfredo
Costa, Director General of ILPES. In
attendance at the signing of the
second was Ms. Cecilia Lopez,
Director General of PREALC. The
documents had previously been
signed by the Director General of [ICA,
Martin E. Pineiro.

he Board of Directors of the

International  Service for Na-
tional Agricultural Research (IS-
NAR) met at lICA Headquarters at
the close of I989.

This was the first meeting to take
place outside the Hague, headquar-
ters of this organization, which
works 1o strengthen agricultural
research systems in developing
countries.

During the course of the meeting,
Board members. representing all of

ISNAR Directors meet at IICA headquarters

the regions of the world, in conjunc-
tion with IICA experts, analyzed the
1eqhnical programs and cooperation
actions carried out in ISNAR member
countries.

Boththe Chairman of the Board, Henri
Carsalade, and the ad interim Chair
Howard Elliot, noted the similarity of
ISNAR activities and those of IICA's
Technology Generation and Transfer
Program, "which explains why the two

institutions complement one another
80."
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A perfect example
of coordination

"C IAT and IICA constitute 5
perfect example of the way in
which two organizations linked in gjt.
ferent ways to the agricultural sector
can coordinate their actions to bene.
fit the small farmer," stated John [
Nickel, outgoing Director of the Inter-
national Center for Tropical Agricul-

ture.

During a visit to the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agricul-
ture, at which time Nickel met with
Director General Martin E. Pifieiro,
Deputy Director General Harlan
Davis and Director of the Technology
Generation and Transfer Program,
Eduardo Trigo, he added that both
institutions had complemented one
another's efforts over the years, pro-
ducing excellent results for the re-
gion.

Within the framework of a general
agreement to develop joint actions,
CIAT and lICA, withthe supportofthe
countries of Central America andthe
Caribbean, conduct a cooperative
program for bean research, as well
as the subregional component of an
international network for the evalua-
tion of tropical pastures.

= B el
Vip S, - John'L. ick
artin E. Pifieiro presented M. abore’

with a replica of the statue of @ farm




Programs on the March

Decentralization and differentiated policies

needed to achieve ry

t in-depth talks held

at the endof January,
specialists from across the
hemisphere strengthened
the conceptual and
operational aspects of a
proposal concerning
differentiated policies and
decentralization formulated
by IICA Program ||l
Organization and Manage-
men for Rural Develop-
ment.

Taking part in the talks
were experts in rural
development and in
economic policy for the
agricultural sector, techni-
.~ cal experts involved in the
implementation of the
decentralization process in
their respective countries,
professionals affiliated with
financial institutions or central
- banks and representatives
from funding agencies.

“The document was strength-
- €ned as a result of our having
- Syslematized the experiences
- of the participants. This was
- Used to complement the
- Proposals concerning differen-
- liated policies and decentrali-
- Zation. Now IICA can define a
- New sphere of action within the
context of institutional
~ Slrengthening and State
Modernization, which will
- Serve 1o steer efficient and
- UP-to-date technical coopera-
 tion Processes,” explained
lica éxpert and activity
rdinator, Sergio Sepul-

~'ér the course of the year,
ars and workshops will

The meeting served to Systematize the e

forts to improve proposals concerning differentiated policies and decentralization.

be conductedin several countriesto i) sys-
tematize our analyses of the issue of decen-
tralization, whichis newto the region and ii)
ratify the final version of the proposal which

is currently being polished by I[ICA
specialists.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND
REACTIVATION

According to experts, at a time when the
Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC) is promoting
modernization of the agricultural sector in
Latin America and the Caribbean as a
strategy for reactivating the economies of
the region and achieving equitable devel-
opment, initiatives designed for the rural
sector ought to reconcile economic inter-
ests with the needs of small farmers.,

This development model seeks to ensure
rapid economic growth as well as
mechanisms to guarantee sizeable dis-
tributive effects. "The structural changes
which must accompany the launching of the
new model," noted Sepulveda, "call for the

ral development

Xperiences of its participants which should prove extremely useful in ef-

true civic participation of the grassroot
community, which must have equal
access to political power in order for
the State to respond to its needs.”

The tools available for achieving
these aims include decentralization
- which must take place within a
context of State modernization -- and
differentiated policies, that is, those
policies which take into account the
characteristics of the different strata
of rural producers and ensure their

incorporation into the production
process.

According to Sepulveda, it is a
question of striking a balance
between the agroexport model and
activities designed to strengthen the
smallfarmer economy which, with the
exception of Uruguay and Argentina,
is responsible for 60 percent of the
production of basic grains in Latin
America, and 40 percent of exports
such as coffee and cacao in Central
America and the Andean countries.
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Programs on the March

Plant protection key to agricultural reactivation

I n several meetings of regional
technical committees, plant
protection directors for the Central
and Andean Areas agreed that
support and consolidation of
programs and projects which 1ICA
and other international organizations
promote in this area are vital to the
agricultural reactivation process.

At meetings in Mexico City and Quito,
directors undertook to support these
proposals, which run the entire
gamut from establishment in the
short term of an international quaran-
tine training center in the Central
Area to implementation of an

similar meeting will be held for the
Southern Area, bringing together the
directors from Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Paraguay and Uruguay.

The plant protection directors of
Mexico, Central America, Panama
and the Dominican Republic, on the
one hand, and their colleagues in
Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru
and Bolivia, on the other, reiterated
their belief that integration of the
agencies conducting activities in this
field would improve agricultural
production and marketing. The
subject of plant protection is
addressed in the Plan of Joint Action

The Plant Protection Technical Committee for the Central Area met in Mexico recently, attended by
the highest local authorities on the subject.

integrated fruit fly management
projectinthe Andean Area. The Plant
Protection Technical Committee for
the Central Area met in Mexico
recently, attended by the highest
local authorities on the subject.

These subregional meetings are
organized by IICA, in coordination
with its member countries, 1o evalu-
ate the progress of plant protection
proposals. From March I9 o 23, a
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for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC). As for the international
quarantine training center, the plant
protection directors gathered in
Mexico adopted a preliminary
document which requests that IICA
FAO, the International Regionai
Organization for Agricultural Health
(OIRSA) and the Secretariat of
Agriculture and Water Resources
(SARH) present, in the near future, a

complete project for the subsequent
consideration and approval of the
ministers of agriculture. In responsg
to recommendations set forth durin
this meeting, IICA and SARH
provided urgent technical assistance
to Honduras, which entailed revising
the organizational structure of the
plant protection program and certify-
ing that this Central American country
was free of the disease known as
lethal yellowing of coconut.

The participants furthermore re-
quested the international agencies to
design and mount a system for
settling plant protection and
quarantine controversies among the
countries.

FRUIT FLY

At the meeting in Quito, participants
reviewed the Integrated Fruit Fly
Management Project prepared by
IICA and described in the chapter of
the PLANLAC document devoted to
the Andean subregion. The proposal
is designed to strengthen the
development of fruit and vegetable
production in these countries, which
suffer annual losses in excess of 30
percent of the value of production.

Plant protection directors advised
the countries to form national commil
tees which should include amongtheir
members  representatives from the
public and private sectors linked 0
the production, industrialization, mar
keting and export of fruit and vege-
tables.

IICA sentthe revised documenttothé
ministers of agriculture for ~SUbSe
quent consideration by the Anded"
Technical Committee, scheduled ©©
meet in Lima next May.




Programs on the March

ICA promotes Cooperative Program
for the South American Tropics

I n an attempt to contribute to the

development of the vast South
American tropics, IICA is backing an

ambitious cooperative research and
technology transfer program which
promotes the rational use and
conservation of natural resources as a
formula for economic reactivation.

~ Basedonthis philosophy, the program
- seeksto generate alternative tech-
nologies to encourage long-term pro-
‘duction, develop agroindustries which
‘provide goods and services to the
sector, and promote, support and
strengthen inter-institutional coopera-
tion both locally and among countries.

Covering a geographic area of roughly
10 million square kilometres -- 73.7
‘percentof the territory of the eight par-
_"'ating countries-- the Program will
‘embrace three ecosystems with high

Development which does not alter the environment is promoted.

agricultural potential and a variety of char-
acteristics which, according to experts, will
also require a differentiated technical and
scientific approach: tropical wet Amazon,
plains, tropical savanna and piedmont.

The Cooperative Program on Research
and Techology Transfer for the South
American Tropics (PROCITROPICOS) will
involve Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador,
Guyana, Peru, Suriname and Venezuela
- countries which are currently considering
a preliminary action proposal which will
serve asthe basis forthe final version of the
Program in the months ahead.

The issue of sustained development is a
concern which takes on renewed rele-
vance in lICA, since, according to Director
General, Martin E. Pifeiro, "we cannot
ignore the fact that the deterioration of
natural resources has become a concrete
problem that di-
rectly affects the
agricultural pro-
duction of the
countries."
PROCITROPI-
COS s, in fact,
the result of the
reformulation of a
project which the
Institute  devel-
oped in the
subregion in the
fifties under the
name [ICA-
TROPICOS, and
which, according
toits  backers,
"had to respond
more effectively
to the current

o

development needs and priori-
ties of the participating
countries." The Program seeks
to establishan inter-institutional
and intraregional cooperation
framework  which supports
national efforts aimed at achiev-
ing sustainable agriculture
which is sound from an eco-
logical, agronomical, economic
and social perspective.

According to experts, the pursuit
and ultimate attainment of these
goalsis likely to occurbecause of
the high potential of the agricul-
tural sector to play a key role in
food production, the acquisition
of externa! resources from
exports and import substitution,
the generation of employment
and the stabilization of produc-
tion activity in the vast region
addressed by the Program.

To that end, PROCITROPICOS
will focus on cooperative
research, technical-scientific
and technological exchange,
training of human resources
from participating institutions,
information and documentation,
technical assistance, private
sector studies, coordination and
cooperation, external technical
cooperation and creation of
basic services for the popula-
tion. In its initial stages, the
Program will attach priority to
projects concerned with soil
management, sustainable
production systems and
management and conservation
of genetic resources.
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Programs on the March

Spain provides training in seed technology

gronomists from 16 Latin Ame-
A rican countries took partina
course on seed technology spon-
sored by the National Seed and Nur-
sery Plant Institute of Spain's Minis-
try of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, the National Agricultural Re-
search Fund of Venezuela (FON-
AIAP) and IICA.

The main objective of the meeting,

which was held in Maracay, Vene-
zuela from February 5 to 16, was t.o
train technical personnel working in
the field of seed technology to apply
these experiences in their countries
of origin.

The most important items on ?he
agenda were seed research and im-
provement, recording of seed va_ne-
ties, quality control and certification.
Quality control in the laboratory and
seed production and conditioning
were also addressed.

The Counsellor for Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Food from the Spanish Em-
bassy in Costa Rica, Jose Alvarez,
explained that reactivation of the ag-
ricultural sectorin Latin America calls
for a thorough technological under-
standing of the inputs involved in the
production process. He stressed the
factthat of all these inputs, seeds are
the mostimportantinthatthey consti-
tute the first link in the production
chain. He noted that forthe most part

the countries of the region eng
appropriate technology in thjg o
main, but could stand to improve
some of their management tecp.
niques.

This course represents part of 2
strategy launched some years back
by the National Seed and Nursery
Plant Institute, which organizes ang
sponsors specific courses on the
subject to promote an exchange of
experiences between the Latin
American countries and Spain.

IICA, through its Technology Gen-
eration and Transfer Program, sup-
ports, among other activities, country
programs which pursue self-suffi-
ciency and rational seed use.

Alvarez also reported that I5 courses
will be held this year in the San Fer-
nando Central Agricultural Training
Schoolin Madrid, with more than400
Latin American specialists in diffe-
rent areas.

Balanced approach proposed for biotechnology regulation

eveloping countries must be

prudent and not exercise undue
control over biotechnology-related
matters; rather they should promote
investment and ensure access to
technology, cautioned Eduardo
Trigo, Director of IICA's Technology
Generation and Transfer Program,
at the Fourth Meeting of the Working
Group on Biotechnology Security,
held recently in Vienna, Austria.

Trigo was invited to attend this meet-
ing organized by the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization
and the International Center for Ge-
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petic Engineering and Biotechnology
inhis capacity as expertonthe subject.
The kgy item on the agenda was bio-
security, specifically with regard to the
management of new technologies in
tlje realm of genetic engineering and
ptoteghnologyin general, Bio~security
is defined as the regulation of research
Into and elaboration of products which
are the outcome of genetic engineer-
Ing, and, more specifically, the release
ofthese products into the environment
and ways to avoid negative effects on
human health and the different
ecosystems. Trigo indicated that this
IS a new field of study and that very

limited experience exists even inthe
developed world. At present, theré
are no definitive proposals regarding
how to manage bio-security- How.e;
ver, according to Trigo, the maJ;)
concern is to what extent bio-secu™
can interfere with the developme”‘;
new activities, adding that thefenae 5
conflicting opinions on the ma'nto
Regulations, he noted, musttake! tin
account that the countries of L2

limited research and will P
never have any great capd
capital to generate thelr
technologies.




Experts praise

PROCISUR's achievements

ccording to a study conducted by

expents from Yale University in
the United States and EMBRAPA in
Brazil, the activities of the Coopera-
tive Program for Agricultural
Research in the Southern Cone
(PROCISUR)have had an extraor-
dinary impact on the transfer of
technology among member countries
andonincreasing the productivity and
production of wheat, corn ang
soybeans.

The study entitled "The Impacts of the
. PROCISUR Program: An Interna-
~ tional Study" analyzes the effect of the
Program from IS78 to the present day
~ onthe yields of these three products.
~ Rtalso contains an economic analysis

i

xtremely successful” were the

words Joan Wallace, IICA
entative in Trinidad and

Tobago, used to describe the exhibi-
on of photographs of rural woman
¥eld recently in this Caribbean nation.
exhibition brought together the
works submitted to the competi-
organized by the Institute in
ction with the Radio Nederland
g Centre (RNTC).

ed “The Multifaceted Life of the
Woman,"the exhibition included
color and 64 black-and-white

'/RNTC photo contest sought
e public interest in the role of
sector of the rural popu-
women. It furthermore
ct the forms of work and
‘economic, educational
of women in the agri-

§ Action in the Countries

rinidad and Tobago views phtogrphy |
xhibit of rural women

of Program benefits and compares

its results with other studies in Latin
America.

PRQCISUR, which brings together
agrlculturalresearchagenciesfrom
the Southern Cone in a mutual
Support effort, receives financing

fromthe IDB, IICA and PROCISUR
member countries.

The study identifies the significant
economic impact of the Program's
activities and, according to its au-
thors, the results are extremely en-
couraging, particularly upon exami-
nationof the rate of return interms of
researchdollars. Estimated rate of
return figures, as a whole, are 191%

This same collection was previ-
ously shown at OAS (Organization
of American States) Headquar-
tersin Washington, D.C., where the
exhibit was inaugurated by Secre-
tary General, Joao Baena Soares
and Director General of ICA, Martin
E. Pifeiro.

Trinidadian Noel Norton won first
prize for his color photograph en-
titled "Boiling the Christmas Ham."
In the black-and-white category,
first prize went to Julie Anne Coim-
bra of Brazil for her piece enlitled
“A caminho de casa" (The Road

Home).

The exhibition in Trinidad and
Tobago was displayed. at' the
University of the West Indies in St.
Augustine and the inaugural cere-
mony was attended by the First
Lady of Trinidad and Tobago,

on corn, 0% on wheat and 179% on
soybeans. These figures are even more
impressive if one takes into account that
the monies invested in PROCISUR in
the countries represent less than 1% of
what these same countries spend on
their agricultural research programs
annually.

PROCISUR s one of the projects forthe
Southern Area which figures in the Plan
of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactiva-
tion in Latin America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC). Last October, IICA's 31
member countries approved the
PLANLAC as an overall strategy to
reactivate and modernize agricultural
and livestock activity in the region.

In addition to initiatives at the
hemispheric level, the Plan includes
specific programs and projects for the
different subregions of the hemisphere.

1o 3 ¥ R

Zalayhar Hassanali, the Minister of
Food Production and Marine Exploita-
tion, Dr. Brinsley Samaroo, and the
Minister of Social and Family Develop-
ment, Gloria Henry.
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IICA provides support to rural women in Argentina

n innovative project to support

the integration of rural women
into the development process isunder
way in the northeastern region of Ar-
gentina, with the participation of the
Secretariat for Agriculture, Livestock
and Fisheries (SAGyP), the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (IICA) and UNIFEM, the
United Nations Development Fund for
Women.

The project, which involves the pro-
vinces of Salta, Jujuy, La Rioja, Cata-
marca, Santiago del Estero, and
Tucuman, has three basic compo-
nents: training, research and direct
work with rural women's groups.

Project objectives include determin-
ing the participation of rural women in
the agricultural production process
and their perception of their role inthe
society; setting up in the six provinces

’ ////,/////{///%// o

-
7
/ ’

teams of specialists with expertise in
working with rural women from an
agricultural and rural development
perspective; and promoting training
activities forwomen's organizations in

Argentina and Peru:

wo forums on agricultural and

development journalism were
neld recently in Argentina and Peru
to define the role of the press in the
agricultural reactivation process.

Both events where sponsored by

meeting of agricultural journalists.

IICA, official agencies and entities

IICA Representative in Peru, Israel Tineo (standing), inaugurated the

Forums held on agricultural journalism

and enterprises linked to the sector.
The purpose of these meetings was
to conduct an indepth analysis of the
role of agriculture inthe development
process and to underscore the role
that agricultural journalism can play.
in this context. They also aimed at
sparking interest among journalists

, 7z with a penchant
for agricultural is-
| suesto promote a
specialization in
this field and to
interest landown-
>4 ers, administra-
-4 tors and decision-
4 making bodies
§ alike in the sub-
. ject. A total of by
150 people at-
tended.
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different rural locations where pro-
jects to support the rural community
are already under way.

Priority is given to those communities
launching initiatives within the frame-
work of the Rural Development Stra-
tegy for Northeastern Argentina
(NOA) carried out by SAGyP and
[ICA.

The training component seeks to pro-
vide training for rural women, techni-
cians, outreach workers and rural
leadersinthe such areas as work with
women's groups and organizations,
and formulation, follow-up and evalu-
ation of projects for this target popula-
tion.

The project provides financial su-
port for training rural women's
groups. One such group has already
been selected in each province to
assume responsibility for coordina-
tion at the provincial level; the groups
themselves have already elected
group leaders.

In the medium term, these groups
should grow into women's organiza-
tions capable of generating and carry-
Ing out specific development pro-
jects and actions.

These groups are considered part of
a pilot experiment whose methodolo-
gy may be applied inotherlocationsin
each province. They should serve to
promote and increase the integration
of women into the agricultural and
rural development process in the re-
gion, but under equal conditions with
respect to the men. The third compo-
nent of the project concerns research
to study the integration and participa-
tion of women in the agricultural pro-
cesses of northeastern Argentind:
With the help of the consultant Pilar
Campafa, a case study is being
conducted in each of the six P
vinces.
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Action in the Countries

New Representatives

hree specialists were appointed
T as IICA Representatives in
Jamaica, Guatemala and Trinidad
and Tobago. Two of the three have
already held similar posts in other
member countries of the Institute.
The third, joining lICA for the first time,
was formerly with the United States
Department of Agriculture.

Jamaica

Mr.Armando
Reyes, of
Honduran
nationality,
was named
IICA Repre- ¥
sentative in
Jamaica
last Febru-

Work 1

diagnosi: jstrating the
performance of agriculture in
Latin America and the Caribbean
during the adjustment period was
published recently in Spanish by the
Inter-American Institute for Coopera-
tion on Agriculture (IICA). The work is
énlitled "Las Politicas Macroeco-
némicas y la Agricultura.”

The book is part of a series of
documents published by 1ICA which
discuss the focus and development of
the Institute's Programs. The publica-
ion comes about within the context of
the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural

€activation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC) and was writ-
!enby Program I: Agricultural Policy
ySis and Pianning. According

Hlished on

flly. M.r‘ Reyes holds a master's degree
‘N agricultural and development eco-
nomics and was Representative of the

lICA Office in Guatemala.

GUATEMALA

Dr. Mariano
Segura
holds a Ph.
D. in Ecol-
ogy with a
specializa-
tion in evalu-
ation of na-
tural reso-
urces. He
served for-
merly as
IICA Representative in Venezuela and
was transferred last March 5th to

B | the ac viltin
an Ze i ) [ 100ICUITUT ¢

secloror prop lutions without thot

ouah consideration of the national and

international économic climate

The document also analyzes the

relationship between macroeconomic
policy management and the micro-

economic and secloral processes.

These relations must be recognized as a
key component when proposing alter-
native overall policy management
models. The publication also discussgs
the social differences inthe region, with
a view to emphasizing the relevance 9!
differentiated policies. Alsodiscussed is
the need to harmonize future macro-
economic policy management, to

Guatemala. Dr. Segurais of Peru-

vian nationality.

TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO

On Dece-
mber 4,
1989, Joan
Wallace,
Doctor of
Social Psy-
chology
with a spe- | \
cialization !

in African .\
Studies, was appointed [ICA Repre-
sentative in Trinidad and Tobago
Ms. Wallace is from the United
States and was formerly with the
Department of n h
country

A i~ e
Agrncultu
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IICA in the News

T he support which [lICA was
offered by Italy, Spain, the Neth-
erlands and Denmark for implement-
ing the Plan of Joint Action for Agricul-
tural Reactivation in Latin America
and the Caribbean (PLANLAC) was
covered extensively by El Excelsiorin
Mexico, El Pais in Uruguay, El
Peruano and other daily newspapers
in the region.

Director of External Relations, Jorge
Werthein, from November 17 to 2.
Approved by the ministers of agricul-
ture of the hemisphere in October
1989.the PLANLAC proposes mod-
ernization of the agricultural sectoras
a strategy for reactivating the econo-
mies of the region and achieving equi-
table and sustained development.

It includes specific strategies for the
different subregions, joint action pro-
grams and projects and financial and
institutional mechanisms at both the
hemispheric and subregional
levels.The press underscored the
interest which the PLANLAC has
sparked in several European nations
willingto support suchareas aslICA's
efforts to train the human resources
required to make agricultural reacti-
vation viable in Latin America and the
Caribbean.
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Another important item highlighted
by the Central American press was
the US$12 million in financing made
available by the European Commu-
nity for a regional program to
improve basic grain production in
Central America and Panama.

La Nacion, La Prensa Libre and La
Republica in Costa Rica explained
that the program, which will be
implemented by the countries,
includes an agreement between
1ICA and the European Community's
Commission for Central America
and Panama concerning the ad-
ministration of these funds. The pro-
gram seeks to improve the efficiency
of research institutions and those
organizations involvedintechnology
transfer systems for bean, corn, rice
and sorghum. Also covered
extensively in several papers in the
region, notably in Paraguay,was the
art competition cosponsored by IICA
and the Spanish Government's
Commission of the Quincentennial
of the Discovery of America:
Encounter of Two Worlds.

The information was published in
“Patria," "Hoy," "Ultima Hora" and
“El Diario." The event also received
considerable coverage in several

Peruvian, Bolivian and Ecuadorian
papers.

Upcoming Activities

U AU

RegionalSeminaron"The Econom.
ics of Cacao Production and Mar.
keting.” March 8 and 9.

This meeting, scheduled to take place
at IICA Headquarters, will focus on
"Public Policy, Cooperation and the
Future of the Cacao Economy in the
Nineties."

The seminar, organized by the Re-
gional Network for Cacao Technology
Generation and Transfer, PROCA-
CAO, will consist of three panels which
will address the following issues:
"The Economics of Cacao Produc-
tion," "The Economics of Cacao Mar-
keting," and "Prospective Policies and
Planning."

:
!
:

Workshop on Plant Health Informa-
tion and Monitoring in Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean: Outlook for
the Future. Aprii 24 to 26.

The purpose of this activity, also
scheduled to tzke place at IICA Head:
quarters, is o define a strategy for
mounting & plani protection informa:
tion system in ihe countries of the
hemisphere, and to link up with exist
ing systems of common interest ak
ready operating in other countries and
organizations.

Up-to-date informationwill be provided
on actions being carried outin cone
tion with plant protection infor
mation by different international of
ganizations and groups in the ATEC
cas, and on a basic planfor the org%"
zation of national institutions a"
plant protection information syste™
Latin America and the Caribbear
Among others, particili’ants c
include officials _from FAQ: !
OIRSAandthe the U.S. Depar™"
Agriculture.
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An plﬂc:al mission representing the government of Korea had the opponun/ry‘to anglyza lhe. work being done by different IICA units and programs, with
4 view to studying new areas for joint endeavors. In this case, they are meeting with the Director of the Center for Investment Programs and Projects,

€nando Dall’Acqua, and a specialist attached to the Center, Nelson Espinoza
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IICA in the News

In recent weeks, the activi-
ties of IICA and Institute
officials were reported in the 2 4
press throughout the region.

Upcoming Activities

A seminar on agricultural
policies and rural women, a
meeting of the international
panel in the painting contest,
and a mesti

technologi culture will

be held in %z 2 June. 24
Artticles in this © -po o7 ©UA News may be
reproduced if the scure 0 cidited.

News Magazine on activities of the Inter-Ameri-
can Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture,
LICA Published monthly, in separate Spanish and
Epglish editions, by IICA's Communications Di-
vision, Public Information Unit. Address: Apdo:
55-2200 Coronado, San Jose, Costa Rica. Cable:
IICA San Jose. Telex: 2144 IICA. Telephone:
290222. Editor in Chief: Patricia Leén. Edilors:
Silvia Castillo and Danilo Jiménez. Layout: Adela
Vargas. English translation and editing: Paul
Murphy, Susana Raine. Director of Extemal Re-
lations: Jorge Wenthein.

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation o
Agriculture, TICA, is headquartered in San Jos¢
CostaRica. Itis the specialized agency for agricul”
ture of the inter-American system. It was found
by the govemments of the hemisphere in 1942::
encourage, promote and support the efforts ™
by its Member States for agricultural developme®
and rural well-being. It has 32 member countri®
and 12 observer countries.
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Dr. Young Kun Shim delivers an address on the Kore

Cebreros, Assistant Deputy Director General for Operations

Korean Mission Analyzes
Cooperation Possibilities with [ICA

uring a two-week visit to IICA

Headquarters in April, @ mission
representing the government of the
Republic of Korea studied new
possibilities for technical cooperation
within the framework of the regional
strategy for agricultural reactivation
in Latin America and the Caribbean.

The team of experts, headed by the
Chief Advisor on Agriculture to the
President of Korea, Dr. Young Kun
Shim, had the opportunity to study
and discuss the work being done by
different programs and units at [ICA,
and to learn more about the Plan of
Joint Action for Agricultural Reactiva-
tion in Latin America and the Carib-
bean (PLANLAC). The mission from
Korea, which is an IICA observer
country, generated considerable
interest because of the high degree of
technical and scientific development
enjoyed by its agricultural sector,
especially in the production of grains.

The visit of the experts came about as
the result of an agreement between
the Government of Korea and IICA,
concluded during an official visit to
that country by the Director General of
IICA, Martin E. Pineiro, in May 1988.
The goal of the visit of the Korean
mission was to allow this group of
experts to observe the operations of
the Institute and identify areas of
mutual interest.

In May, the Director of External
Relations of IICA, Jorge Werthein, will
visit Korea to meet with officials from
the Ministry of Agriculture and
representatives of cooperation
agencies. The Korean mission was
welcomed by [ICA's Director General,
the Deputy Director General,L. Harlan
Davis and the Director of External
Relations. The mission was accom-
panied by the Korean ambassador to
Costa Rica, Chang-Keun, his advisor,
Hong Jae Im and Institute officials.

— =

an development model. Next to him is Alfonso

During their stay, they had the
opportunity to hold working meetings
with the directors of I[ICA's five
Programs, who explained the work
being carried out by each. They also
learned about the activities of the
Center for Investment Programs and
Projects , the Office of the Assistant
Deputy Director General for
Operations, the Directorate of
Programming and Evaluation, the
Directorate of Human Resources,
and the Inter-American Agricultural
Documentation and Information
Center. Inan address to a large group
of officials and specialists, Dr. Kun
Shim described the Korean
development model.

INTEREST IN THE PLANLAC

The Korean specialists expressed
interest in the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC) as a strategy to
modernize the sector throughout the
region, and offered to study and
recommend areas for cooperation in
which their government and
institutions could participate.

Of singular importance to them was
the multilateral approach of the pro-
grams and projects included in the
PLANLAC to address problems com-
mon to agriculture throughout the
region.

The experts praised the role the
Institute plays, and explained that no
such inter-regional organizations
exist in Asia. Dr. Kun Shim stated,
"Evidently, the goals, objectives and
the plans of IICA are applicable."

He added that this is one of the
experiences he will share with others
upon his return to Korea, and that it
would be interesting if organizations
like IICA could be established in Asia
in the near future.



Dr. Young Kun Shim is the chief
advisor on agriculture to the Presi-
dent of Korea. He is also a professor
with  the
Department
of Agricul-
tural Eco-
nomics at
the Nation-
al Univer-
sity of Ko-
d rea, in
Seoul.

S ' - Since 1958
he has been involved in research on
consumption, production and sales,
technification, processing and market
equilibrium in different aspects of
agriculture in Korea.

Dr. Moo Nam Chung is @ speciglist
with the Division of Techmcgl
Cooperation for Rural Development in

Korea. The
work of the
Division is
similar to {8
that carried
out by
IICA's Agri-
cultural
Policy Ana-
lysis and
Planning®
Program, especially as it pertains to
the need to design an economic policy
that contributes to improving the
profitability and security of agri-
culture.

Dr. Jung Hwan Tee is an exper n
agricultural planning and program.
ming. Because it falls within his fig|q
. of exper-
especially
| interested
in the work
carried out
| by the Cen-
| ter for In-
| vestment
4 Programs
— 48 and Pro-
jects (CEPPI), which provides support
to the countries in carrying out invest-
ment projects, sectoral diagnoses and
complete sectoral programs (ASPs).

Central America, Mexico, Panama and the Dominican Republic

Define Areas of Immediate Action for Reactivation

uring @ meeting held in the Do-

minican Republic on April 18,
the ministers of agriculture of Central
America, Mexico, Panama and the
Dominican Republic agreed to under-
take immediate actions in connection
with intra-regional and international
trade, differentiated policies for the
smallfarm economy, biotechnology
and agroindustrial development.

The Tenth Regular Meeting of the
Council of Ministers of the Regional
Council for Agricultural Cooperation
in Central America, Mexico, Panama
and the Dominican Republic
(CORECA) selected these “areas for
immediate action” as the means to
begin implementing the Plan of Joint
Action for Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

Prior to this meeting, the Director
General of IICA, Marin E. Pifieiro,
made an official visit to the Dominican
Republic for the purpose of analyzing
and promoting, at the highest levels,
the regional strategy for agricultural
reactivation.
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While in that country, he met with the
Vice President of the Republic, Carlos
Morales; the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Joaquin Ricardo Balaguer; the
Minister of Agriculture, Manuel de
Jesus Amezquita; and with members
of the monetary board of the central
bank.

In one of the most important decisions
reached during the meeting, the
Council of Ministers agreed to request
that Panama and the Dominican
Republic be included in agricultural
sector negotiations of the Special
Program of Economic Cooperation for.
Central America (PEC), being carried
out under the United Nations
Development Programme, as an
economic complement to the

Esquipulas |l regional peace
initiatives.

The CORECA Secretary for
Cogrdination, Reynaldo Perez,
praisedthe "spirit of solidarity" that led
the representatives of the Central
Americ_an countries to approve this
resolution. Another topic thoroughly
discussed during the meeting was the

cooperation Mexico can provide in
the strategy to reactivate agriculture
in the rest of the CORECA countries.

A special commission made up of re-
presentatives from the Secretariat of
Agriculture of Mexico, IICA and the
Secretariat for Coordination will
define areas of work and methods for
carrying out joint actions in the
framework of the PLANLAC.

The next meeting of the CORECA
Council of Ministers will be held in
Honduras in June.

At that time, they will discuss the
preparation, development and
follow-up of the Agricultural Sector
Meeting to be held in September,
which  will bring together
representatives of the governments
qf Central America and the organiza-
tions cooperating in the PEC.




lICA Establishes New Cooperation
Links with France and Spain

uring a recent visit to France and

Spain, Martin E. Pifieiro, the
Director General of IICA, reached
agreement with the governments of
both countries on new types of coop-
eration for developing joint actions to
contribute to the reactivation of
agriculture in Latin America and the
Caribbean. Accompanied by Jorge
Werthein, IICA's Director of External
Relations, Pineiro received support
from political and agricultural
authorities and the heads of coopera-
tion agencies, with which IICA has
signed agreements or letters of under-
standing, for the execution of the Plan
of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC).

During his visit o Spain, Pifieiro met
with the Minister of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, Carlos Romero,
as part of preparatory meetings being
held fo organize the next Inter-
American Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA), to take place in
Madrid in 1991.

The government of Spain offered to
host the meeting both to strengthen
the traditional ties of cooperation
between that country and IICA, and
because the event will take place just
prior to the opening of the single
European market and the initiation of
activities scheduled to commemorate
the quincentennial of the arrival of
Spanish explorers in America.

They also discussed joint efforts
related to the Hispano-American

Symposia on agriculture and rural
development in Latin America and
the Caribbean to be held in Madrid in
June, the results of which will be used
as inputs in the upcoming ICMA.

During the trip to Spain, Pifieiro and
Fernando Valenzuela, the president of
the Spanish Agency for International
Cooperation (AECI), signed a letter of
understanding for developing joint
actions between the two organiza-
tions. Also attending the ceremony,
held at AECI headquarters, was
Carmelo Calvosa, Director General of
the Ibero-American Cooperation
Institute.

The legal instrument contains an
annualwork plan, including activities
for 1990. Werthein drew special
attention to the technical and financial
support the Spanish government will
give to PLANLAC projects in Central
America, and its funding of the
symposia mentioned above.

Spain also offered to provide
assistance in the training of human
resources. Suchtrainingwould be the
responsibility of the National Agricul-
tural Research Institute (INIA), whose
director met with Pifieiro. Many IICA
specialists will benefit from these
courses, which will cover topics such
as rural development and technology
transfer.

In a separate trip, Werthein visited
Seville to meet with the organizers of
EXPO '92 in order to work out the
details of IICA's paricipation in the

event. IICA will share the Inter-
American Pavilion with the OAS, the
IDB and PAHO.

IN FRANCE

Prior to his visit to Spain, Pifieiro was
in Paris, where he met with senior
officials of the Ministries of Foreign
Relations and Agriculture, and with
representatives of technical organiza-
tions such as the Center for Interna-
tional Cooperation in Agricultural
Research for Development (CIRAD)
and the French Institute of Scientific
Research for Development in
Cooperation (ORSTOM).

While at the Quai D'Orsai (Ministry of
Foreign Relations), Pifieiro met with
officials responsible for cooperation
with Latin America to discuss the
formation of economic blocs, the
opening of the European Common
Market in 1992 and the reforms taking
place in eastern Europe.

Martin E. Pineiro




Pifeiro Attends Presidential Inaugurations in Uruguay and Chile

artin E. Pifeiro, Director

General of the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (lICA), used the words "a
true celebration of democracy for all of
Latin America” to describe the March
1 inauguration of Luis Lacalle as
president of Uruguay, and that of
Patricio Aylwin in Chile on March 14.
The events ook place in Montevideo
and Santiago, respectively.

During the events, the Director
General stated that the election of
both leaders strengthens the process
of democratization in the region, at a
time when “recent history has shown
that economic growth and devel-
opment are closely linked to the
democratic system.”

While in Montevideo, Pifieiro met with
officials from the new government {0
discuss the strategy for agricultural
reactivation in Uruguay, included in
the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC).

This Plan, which was prepared by
1ICA in collaboration with its member

countries and other international
organizations, is an effort to modern-
ize agriculture through programs and
projects at the hemispheric and
subregional levels.

He also met with Enrique Iglesias,
President of the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB), to review
efforts being carried out between the
two organizations.

In addition to analyzing the technical
cooperation the Institute is executing
in Uruguay, the Director General also
talked with political, economic and
agricultural officials about reforms
taking place in Europe, which, as he
explained, could lead to an expansion
of trade and increased demand for
agricultural products,

During talks with the Minister of
Agricullure, Alvaro Ramos, he stated
that “for countries like Uruguay, this
provides a great challenge and
equally great opportunities. This is the
time for the country to increase
production, modernize its agricultural
sector, produce more exports and
penetrate these new markets "

In Uruguay, the Director
| General of IICA, Martin g
| Pineiro, meets with the new
| Minister of Agriculturg
| Alvaro Ramos. '

In Santiago, Pineiro met with the
Minister and Vice Minister of Agricul-
ture, Agustin Figueroa and Maximili-
ano Cox, and with the Director of
International Relations of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Carlos Portales.

Their discussions centered on the
role of the agricultural sector of Chile
in the execution of the PLANLAC,
adjustment policies and sustained
development.

Special attention was given to ICA'S
technical cooperation in Chile, which
is aimed atdefining agricultural sector
policies through activities such as
support to the National Agricultural
Research Institute in the field of
technology transfer.

IICA also cooperates with the
Livestock and Agriculture Service i
areas such as plant protection, an
participates in projects on planning
agricultural marketing and animé
health.



Economic Crisis and Policies on Sustainability

n speaking to the Globe 90

Conference, held in Vancouver,
Canada, L. Harlan Davis, Deputy
Director General of the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture (lICA), stated that the
current economic crisis faced by the
countries of Latin America has
prevented the adoption of policies
which will improve the sustainability
of production.

According to Davis, sustainability can
be considered as a process in which
the needs of the present can be
satisfied without compromising the
ability of future generations to satisfy
theirown needs. This concept is also
related to the protection of the
environment and methods to be used
to ensure its conservation.

Between 30 and 40 percent of the
region's economically active families

are landloss small farmaors, and thelr
numbers are growing. Unemploy
ment and underomploymont aro
chronic and rural poverty Is Incroas
ing. He pointed out "In roality, poor
farmers cannot afford sustainabllity in
agriculture inthe short run." Howover,
Davis feels that the situation can  be
changed with sustainable systoms
which promote growth and develop-
ment, and by changing erroneous
public policies.

He highlighted the fact that in the
countries of Latin America, an
agricultural system promoting the
sustainability of production is not
being advocated, and that, fre-
quently, inadequate public policies
govern agricultural commodity prices,
differentiated tax rates, exchange
rates, agricultural credit, land
tenancy, the development of border
areas and technology.

SURVIVAL OR SUSTAINABILITY

Tho Doputy Diroctor Gonaoral of 11CA
addod that ag a rosult of the crisle In
tho reglon, thosoe living In rural arcas
do nothave many altornatives and aro
forcod to live In marginal areas,
fragile hillsides, and land that is too
wolortoo dry, whoraitis impossible to
adoplt Iintensive agricultural systeme,
Limited access to land and modern
intensive production services forces
these rural people to engage in
inefficient, unsustainable production
practices.

In calling for a stop to the vicious circle
of poverty and the destruction of natu-
ral resources, Davis stated that at
this time, survival, rather than
sustainability, is the primary concern
of mostsmallfarmersin Latin America
and the Caribbean.

lICA Seeks New Agreements
with U.S. Organizations

I n an address delivered recently

to the International Science and
Educational Committee (ISEC), in
Washington, D.C., the Deputy
Director General of the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture (lICA), L. Harlan
Davis, stated that the Institute seeks
1o develop new agreements with U.S.

iutions and universities in areas
of common interest.

Davis' presentation, recently
published by IICA, is entitled
“Research Relations between the
Inter-American Institute for Coopera-

tion on Agriculture and United States
Institutions.*

'; ‘According to Davis, it is very important
that closer ties be established with
-S. institutions, especially universi-

ties, now that IICA is working
intensively to implement the Plan of
Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC).

Davis explained that there are
numerous opportunities for joint
efforts in agriculture in the region,
which will be financed by the Inter-
American Development Bank (I1DB),
the World Bank and bilateral donor
agencies. He added that the recovery
of the agricultural sector, because of
its importance in Latin America, will
play a key role in economic growth.

Some of the areas in which IICA is
working actively, and which are of
interest 1o the United States, are the
eradication and control of animal and

plant pests and diseases, training in
the correct use and reqgulation of
pesticides, and the introduction of
new agricultural technology. As he
explained, the United States canwork
with lICA in these activities, for
example, by providing cooperation in
the creation of new crop varieties, and
designing and producing simple farm
machinery.

The United States played a key role in
the founding of ICA, and has been an
active member country since 1942, It
makes major contributions to the
Institute in terms of resources and
specialized personnel. Furthermore,
IICA has signed numerous
agreements with 11 U.S. universities,
the most recent of which was with
lowa State University.



[ICA's Programs and the Execution of the PLANLAC

l n line with institutional adjustments made necessary

by the execution of the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC), the Directors of [ICA's five
Programs have established priorities and introduced
changes into the Programs' operations, in an effort to make
execution of the Plan more efficient.

The Directors of IICA's five Programs (Agricultural Policy
Analysis and Planning, Technology Generation and
Transfer, Organization and Management for Rural De-
velopment, Marketing and Agroindustry, and Animal Health
and Plant Protection) agreed that the approval of the
PLANLAC challenges IICA to take a more active role in
proposing joint actions aimed at making agricultural
reactivation a reality in the region.

They stated that 1o participate in this process the Institute
will have 1o make a conceried effort at improving the effec-
tiveness of the cooperation it provides, and at adjusting
conceptuzlly the proposals included in the PLANLAC to a
changing international context.

STRENGTHENING OF PROPOSALS

arlos Pomareda, Directorof Program | (Agricultural Policy

sis and Planning), said that his Program has been
ed the task of encouraging the other programs to
work even harder 1o strengthen new strategies and policies
or agriculiure. Both strategies and policies will have to be

developed on the basis of a befter understanding of
imernational poltical, financial and trade conditions;
national processes leading 1o a new role for the State and

a redefinition of the res-
ponsibilities of public institutions;
the need 1o place value on the
future and, consequently, to put
forth policies for sustained devel-
opment which are consistent with
the conservation of the
environment; and the advisability
of replacing the traditional con-
cept of agriculture as the primary
sector with that of an agricultural
industrial system,

Carlos Pomareda

With regard 10 operational acpects, the approval of the
PLANLAC and the commitment 1o develop joint actions has
implied three major changes inthe way Program | operates.
The first involves the initiation of multinational projects in
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oach of IICA's four working Areas (Central, Caribbean,
Andean and Southern) for the purpose of coordinating
actions at the hemispheric, subrcgiongl and national levels,
and support to mechanisms designed to strengthen
relations with organizations such as SIECA, CARICOM and
the Board of the Cartagena Agreement.

Secondly, there will closer cooperation with the Center for
Investment Programs and Projects (CEPPI) and the IICA
Offices in the countries in the preparation of agricultural
sectoral programs (ASP) for each country, which will make
it possible to identify needed political and institutional
reforms and to establish priorities for investment. These
programs will serve as the basis for the sectoral loans
requested by the countries from the Inter-American
Development Bank or the World Bank. Lastly, improve-
ments will be made in fostering ongoing communications
between |ICA's five Programs, both at the level of the
Directorates and the regional and national projects.

CONSOLIDATING TRENDS

According to Eduardo Trigo,
Director of Program |l
(Technology Generation and
Transfer), the execution of the
programs and projects included
in the PLANLAC represents a
consolidation of certain trends
and gradual changes that were
already under way, especially

with regard to new focuses and inter-institutional co-
ordination. In the area of genetic resources, guidelines for
the hemispheric program on the collection, conservation
anq use of genetic resources, which will guide ICA's
actnops and make closer cooperation with other institutions
pos;;uble, willbe available soon. The same istrue inthe area
of biotechnology, an area reinforced and supported through
a program dealing with the development and use ©f
agrobiotechnologies. Another PLANLAC proposal which
directly affects Program I relates to funding for tech
nological innovation, The goal of this proposal is to lay thé
groundwork for the funding of investments in production:
HCAwill promote this effort, which calls for coordinationwitl
several other institutions, Trigo said, "The PLANLAC
demands more dynamic action, and is characterized by
Inclusion of a number of new topics. In this regard: !
provides a political framework for interinstitutional Coll&
boration which gives greater weight to IICA's activities:*

Eduardo Trigo




REDEFINITION OF THE CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

According to Manuel Chiriboga, Director of Program 111
(Organization and Management for Rural Development),
the PLANLAC has oriented his Program to view its techni-
cal cooperation interms of the whole agricultural sector and
the relationship between it
and the rest of the economy.

Program llI's goal is to design
a rural development policy
closely coordinated with
macroeconomic and agricul-
tural policies. In addition,
microregions have been
established which will serve
as the basic units for planning
action with groups of small
farmers involved in other activities and sectors. It also
implies reforms in the State, political-administrative decen-
tralization and increasing the participation of small farmers.

Manuel Chiriboga

As an example of the efforts being carried out to ensure
efficient execution of the PLANLAC, Chiriboga cited the
updating of conceptual aspects of the Program, to respond
to the new challenges.

He also referred to the "socialization" of the framework
through discussions with the specialists involved in the
programs and projects. He added that a subregional
meeting is pending, to analyze the multinational projects
included in the PLANLAC and their eventual
implementation.

MANDATE REINFORCED

According to Rodolfo Quiros, Director of Program IV
(Marketing and Agroindustry), the execution of the
PLANLAC reinforced the mandate issued when the 1987
-1991 Medium Term Plan (MTP)
- the instrument which orients
IICA actions for specific periods
of time- went into effect. The
MTP placed emphasis on the
importance of international
trade of agricultural commodi-
ties, access to markets and
trade negotiations aimed at agri-
Cultural reactivation.
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Rodolfo Quirds

As an example, Quiros
mentions the fact that the
PLANLAC and the MTP agree on the need to develop and

strengthen rural agroindustry, as a means of contributing to
agricultural diversification and international trade of agri-
cultural and agroindustrial products. Within the framework
of these priorities, the PLANLAC includes two hemispheric
projects with subregional ramifications.

Quiros explained that the emphasis given to multinational
actions in the PLANLAC led Program |V to establish new
links with specialized agencies such as economic
integration bodies, the Latin American Economic System
(SELA), the Latin American Integration Association
(ALADI), the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO), and the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

He added that his Program is working closely with lICA's
other Programs in a spirit of true interdependence among
the national, subregional and hemispheric projects.

COORDINATION IS THE KEY

According to Hector Campos, acting Director of Program V
(Animal Health and Plant Protection), the PLANLAC
provides excellent opportunities
for coordinating efforts within the
Institute and among the organi-
zations and agencies operat-
ing in the region. He said that
execution of the PLANLAC will
serve to reinforce relations in
the broadestsense of the word,
for the purpose of ensuring the
success of multinational
programs and projects.

Hector Campos

He added thatin each of the elements of the PLANLAC it is
stated clearly that animal health and plant protection actions
are fundamental and that they are closely linked to the work
being carried out in other areas.

As an example, he mentioned that in establishing policies
and incentives for investment, public and private
investments can be guaranteed if actions in the field of
animal health and plant protection are included.

Campos stated that this coordination was behind the
successful implementation of the Caribbean Animal and
Plant Health Information System, which has become an
important mechanism for detecting and evaluating the
impact of phytosanitary and zoosanitary problems on trade
and productivity in the subregion.

Similar projects are being developed for the Central,
Andean and Southern Areas.




Latin America and the Caribbean:
PLANLAC Execution to Occur 1n
Favorable International Context

ccording to Manuel Otero, from

Argenting, and the new general
coordinator of the Plan of Joint Action
for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean (PLAN-
LAC), the execution of this Plan
comes at a time when the medium-
term international context is relati-
vely favorable, which can help regio-
nal efforts to get back on the path to
growth and economic development.

il
w— -

Manuel Ortero, Coordinator of the PLANLAC

Otero, an advisor to the Director
General of IICA, referred 1o several
key aspects of the international
context: the inclusion of the subject of
agriculture in the Uruguay Round of
the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT), which will end
soon and may lead to a revision of
policies that distort world trade; the
process of reform sweeping eastern
Europe, which may lead to increased
demand for agricultural products;
and the gradual formation of eco-
nomic blocs in different pars of the
world.

In Otero's opinion, these events are
taking place at a time when the
import-substitution model used
throughout Latin America and the
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Caribbean for several decades is
being recognized as no longer
applicable. Despite occasional
successes, it failed as a means of
ensuring economic development.
Therefore, agriculture should be seen
as the most viable alternative for
development and equitable economic
reactivation in the region. He stated,
"The most important aspect of the
PLANLAC is that it generated a body
of ideas that led to the formulation of a
proposal which clearly shows that
agriculture, once it has been
modernized and coordinated with
agroindustry, can produce the growth
the region needs to overcome the
current crisis."

Afirm believerin agricultural moderni-
zation with equity, Otero pointed out
thatthe countries of Latin America and
the Caribbean produce and export
many basic products and foods, so
much so that "if we compare our
production costs for commodities
such as soy beans, meat and wheat,
for example, with those of
industrialized countries, it can be
proven that we are comparatively
more efficient."

Some factors that hurt the region's
ability to compete are the industria-
lized countries' subsidies to produc-
tion and exports, and tariff barriers
that prevent Latin American and
Caribbean products from entering
those markets,

With regard to the latter point, Otero
stated that integration is an effective
loolto strengthenthe region's position
in negotiations. As an example, he
cited the major role played by the
Cairns Group -thirteen developed and
developing nations, all of which are
efficient food producers- in the
Uruguay Round of GATT. This group
has become an important participant

in what up to now has been basicy|
abilateral dialogue betweenthe EEQ
and the United States of America_

In this regard, he highlighted the
importance the PLANLAC places on,
integration, through the formulation
and implementation of multinationa|
projects that will bring countries to-
gether to work in finding viable ang
less costly solutions to common
problems that hinder their develop-
ment.

According to Otero, "Under the pres-
ent circumstances, integration
should be seenin a broader context,
and not only in the area of trade.” In
his opinion, IICA, as a technical
cooperation agency specializing in
agriculture, can make valuable con-
tributions in this field. He went on to
say that the PLANLAC will be the
most important strategic guideline
for the Institute in coming years, and
that its execution has made certain
adjustments necessary. These ad-
justments do not imply that technical
cooperation actions in the countries
are to be abandoned. Rather, they
will strengthen national actions and
speed up the process of economic
reactivation.

Oterofeels that the overall success of
the PLANLAC, and its contributionto
agricultural reactivation, will be the
result of successes in areas such as
dissemination, program and project
implementation, the securing of
external resources, and of tackling
topics which today represent new
challenges for agriculture, including:
sustained development, moderniza-
tion of the public sector, and coordi-
nation with the private sector.

He concluded by saying, "Judging
from the level of participation
achieved, the PLANLAC represents
an unprecedented interchange be-
tween countries and institutions
Therefore, it is up to us all, not just
ICA, to put it into operation. The Plan:
by its very nature, includes the con-
cept of co-responsibility.”

A
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Headquarters

lICA to Prepare Sectoral
Diagnoses and Programs

investment projects for the

agricultural sector, which it has
done for years, the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agricul-
ture (IICA) will now offer its member
countries a new type of technical
assistance: the elaboration of
sectoral diagnoses, studies and
programs.

I n addition to preparing specific

lICA's Center for Investment
- Programs and Projects (CEPPI) will
'! provide coordination and will partici-
pate with other Institute units in
preparing these diagnoses and
programs, which will expand in-
formation available on the current
situation and evolution of the
~ agricultural sector in a given country.
It is felt that these studies will be
invaluable to the countries in negoti-
- ating adjustment or sectoral loans,
and that they will give the funding
agencies a clearer view of the sector.

"y

-

" REASON FOR NEW EFFORTS

" The Director of CEPPI, Fernando
" Dall'’Acqua, explained that the
* decision to undertake this new type of
- activity is based on the belief that
~growth in Latin America and the
- Caribbean depends on renewing the
private investment process,
supported by strategic public invest-
ments. He added that mechanisms
or mobilizing financial resources
must be strengthened, with a view to
encouraging savings and domestic
investments aimed at production.

He added that in October 1989 the
ministers of agriculture of the
‘hemisphere approved and called for
he implementation of the Plan of
Joint Action for Agricultural Reactiva-
n in Latin America and the

Caribbean (PLANLAC), a strategy
promoting modernization of the
agricultural sector.

[ICA will undertake these new tasks
not only because of the mandate
issued by the ministers, but also
because of the type of funding the
World Bank has made available to
agriculture since the beginning of the
1980s: Structural Adjustment Loans
(SAL), and in the specific case of
agriculture, Agricultural Sector
Adjustment Loans (ASAL). This new
type of financing responded, on the
one hand, to the crisisinthe balance of
payments situation faced by many of
the countries, and on the other, to the
fact that the funding agencies felt it
was no longer possible to promote
sectoral and overall growth through
investment projects of the type
executed in the 1970s.

Specialists from |ICA recognize that
the SALs and ASALs are new
instruments that can come to play an
important part in the development of
the countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean. They add thatinthe 1990s,
sectoralloans should be a major line of
funding, and that the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB) should also
make this type of financing available.
In the seventh replenishment of
capital, the IDB is scheduled to lend
US$22.5 billion during the 1990-1993
period, of which 75 per cent will be
used for investment projects in
traditional sectors. The remaining
US$5.625 billion will be applied to
sectoral loans, with policies designed
to improve the economic efficiency
and performance of the sector.

As Dall'Acqua explained, [ICA's
proposalis forthe countries to prepare
their own agricultural sector programs

Fernando Da/l’Acdua .

(ASP) as part of their agricultural
development strategies. He added
that the purpose of an ASP is to
“clearly define the nature of the
policies, institutional reforms and
investment requirements (project
identification) that the country needs
in its agricultural development
strategy." The Institute would prepare
the ASP with those countries request-
ing assistance, or it could be done as
part of IICA's cooperation with the
IDB, and eventually with the World
Bank. In explaining their importance,
he stated that agricultural sector
programs will be the basis of negotia-
tions on sectoral loans or sectoral
components of structural adjustment
loans, which may include the funding
of public and private sector
investments, through the provision of
credit; funding to facilitate policy
reforms; and funding for the
modernization of institutions
associated with the sector.
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Central America:

Participation of Beneficiaries Recommended

in Evaluation and Follow-up of Projects

A ccording to specialists and
technical personnel attending a
meeting held at IICA Headquarters,
the participation of beneficiaries of
agricultural and rural development
projects in the evaluation and follow-
up of same would contribute to the
success of such activities.

Meeting participants considered that
small farmers can provide technical
leaders of such projects with much
valuable information, which will
contribute to achieving the goals of
agricultural reactivationand ruralwell-
being in Central America.

Representatives of the International
Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) and the project on Technical
Assistance for Agricultural Develop-
ment in Central America (RUTA II)
gatheredto share experiences related
to the follow-up and evaluation of

Raquel Pena, an IFAD

project officer for Latin
America, explains that
follow-up and evaluation
are the key to the success
of rural development
programs and projects.
With her are the Director of
RUTA Il, Arturo Cornejo
(center), and Jorge
Werthein, IICA's Director of
External Relations.

agricultural and rural development
projects being executed by IFAD
throughout the isthmus.

Analyses were conducted of nine
regional projects, including ones on
integrated rural development in
northern Nicaragua, support for small
farmers in northern Costa Rica,
technology transfer for seed
production in Guatemala, and rural
development in Santa Barbara,
Honduras.

RUTA |l is funded by IFAD, the
government of Japan and the United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), with technical assistance
provided by IICA.

Itis part of the United Nations Special
Program of Economic Cooperation for
Central America (PEC) and is
executed by the World Bank.

In general, the participants gx.
pressed satisfaction with the pro.
gress of the projects, and stated that
the evaluation and follow-up
systems are generating timely
information that has made it possibla
to detect problems, correct errors
and reorient activities.

As a means of reinforcing the work
being carried out, they re-
commended that those involved in
the execution of the projects receive
further training, and that the ties
between projects be strengthened,
with a view to sharing successful
experiences  and incorporating
them, unchanged or modified, into
those projects affected by operating
problems.

:
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Sweden to Finance Training in
Communications for Women

he Swedish International

Development Agency (SIDA)
has funded a training program
focusing on communications aimed
at rural women, which began
operations recently at the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture (lICA).

Sweden's support, US$370,000 over
two years, will expand the training in
rural  communications offered by
lICA’s Communications Division,
which also receives professional and
technical support from the Radio
Nederland Training Centre (RNTC).

Over the next two years, two
international workshops lasting a
total of 20 weeks, and six national
follow-up workshops, will be held.

A group of 24 professionals, from
governmental and non-governmental
Organizations working with rural
Women in Central America,
Participated in the first workshop,
Which lasted for five weeks,
ncluding on April 20.

During this first event, the participants
-most of them women- studied topics
such as gender and sex, the situation
of women in Central America, and
communications as a means of
facilitating training for rural women
(research, message analysis,
planning of communication).

The participants in this workshop, who
were selected because of their
contacts with other organizations, will
organize similar events upon returning
to their countries, to which they will
invite other agencies working with
women. By the end of the project,
personnel from some 120 institutions
in Central America will have benefitted
from such fraining.

The paricipants will return to IICA in
July, to receive specialized courses in
radio, printed matter and video
technigques. Once again, upon their
return to their countries, they will
conduct local courses to share the new
information they have acquired.

" As one of the first
/| activities planned,
the participants
discussed topics
such as the current
situation of rural
women in Central
America.

[ICA Official
Appointed Minister
of Planning

O n May 8, Helio Fallas, an [ICA
official, will begin his duties as
the Minister of Planning of the
newly- elected government of Costa
Rica.

He began his |
association
with the Insti-
tute in 1976
asa financial
and economic
advisor in*°
Haiti. In 1978, he carried out similar
duties in Nicaragua. Beginningin
1982, he joined IICA's Headquar-
ters team as a specialist in agricul-
tural policy analysis and planning.
His most recent publication deals
with the impact of adjustment poli-
cies on agriculture in Central Amer-
ica.

Fallas, who left IICA upon his ap-
pointment to the cabinet of presi-
dent-elect Rafael Angel Calderon,
holds a master's degree in econom-
ics from the Universidad de los
Andes in Colombia.
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Rural Women: Outlook for
Institutional Action in the 1990s

Diana Medrano

ment Fund for Women (UNIFEM) signed an
greement for a project entitled "Agricultural Policies,

Women and Agricultural Development.”

I n August 1888, IICA and the United Nations Develop-
a

The principal objective of the project was to provide [ICA
with technical support in formulating an institutional
strategy that will encourage and allow for the incorporation
of rural women, as both beneficiaries and executors, into
development actions carried out as part of the technical
cooperation the Institute provides throughout Latin
America and the Caribbean.

The project enabled |ICA to design a conceptual, methodo-
logical and operating framework for increasing the role of
women in its programs and projects, and to become more
involved in the issue within the Institute and without.

The activities IICA proposes 1o carry out can be summa-
rized briefly as follows:

1. The focus of IICA's proposed participation in programs
and projects aimed at rural women is based on the twin
principles of equity and development.

Equity and rural well-being have long been a concern of the
Institute. "The results of IICA's Programs up to now have
shown that the struggle against rural poverty can no longer
be based on development strategies aimed solely at
increasing production and productivity. Cerainfundamen-
1zl criteria must be used in responding to the problem:
justice and equity in the distribution of economic power, and
in the right to civic and political participation, which will
sirengthen the position of the rural poor in negotiations with
other segments of society, and increase their involvement
in institutional decisions 1o execute policies and provide
necessary services."

Research findings reveal much about the historical and
current participation of women in the rural areas of Latin
America and the Caribbean, especially their incorporation
into the economic and social processes of the countries.
The problem lies not so much in how o incorporate women
but rather how to effectively recognize the contribution
women make to economic production and social reproduc-
tion, and to change their position in rural development, so
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as to make their participation in the economic, sociy| o
cultural life of the countries oquql w‘ulh that of the rest of he
population. The design of gmqolums ‘tor actions 1o 8
carried out in programs and projects, w‘.m.‘n the contexy 3
equity and development, pro.scnls centain risks which musy
be considered from the perspective of gohdw. The objec.
tives of both approaches are not necessarily compatible, as
they apply to rural women.

For example, an improvement in women's access N
income should be avoided if it means longerworking hours,
with no commensurate reduction in household
responsibilities. To achieve a proper balance between the
goals of equity and development s one of the major
challenges involved in designing an operating strateqy for
programs aimed at rural women.

2. To understand as accurately as possible this particular
concern for rural women, it is necessary to describe their
role as a member of the family and of a broader sector, the
rural population, and to determine the specific nature of
their situation.

It should be noted that, given current levels of knowledge
about the participation of women in rural life, the establish-
ment of plans and programs for such women is not the
result of caprice or a lack of conceptual clarity.

The conceptual framework that will orient IICA's participa:
tion contains elements which describe the situation of rural
women, propose actions different fromthose aimed atother
groups of women within society, and take a different
approach to rural development and the small-farm family.

The specificity of the situation of rural women in LAC refers
primarily to their involvement in an economic production
system which operates on a model of "cooperation” based
on family ties, production duties, family reproduction and
consumption. As a result, no distinction is made between
the contributions they make to production and those they
make o reproduction. Both activities are seen in the same

light in terms of time and space, and neither generates
remuneration,

Also, since social and economic structures in the rural
areas have traditionally focused on the activities of men
women have had only very limited participation in decision
making and the managing and spending of family income:

;hls combination of factors has led to what some authors
'avg called the “invisibility" of women's contributions 1©
amily life and the economy of rural areas, and a conse:

quent lack of recognitio i
nt il
oo 9 or women as produc
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3. The information and actions needed to change the current
ituation of rural women are not an isolated problem. To
assume so would be to reduce the effectiveness required of
he programs and projects aimed at rural women.

It is important, therefore, to point out the different ways in
which aspects of the life of rural women are closely
interrelated with the social sector of which they are
members: the demographic structure of their families, their
access to production resources such as land and
technology, their role within the given culture, and even the
specific geographic and ecological conditions of the areas
where they live. These elements combine in myriad ways,
which leads to a great variety of situations. Likewise,
structural factors which affect the situation of small-scale
farmers are reflected in and directly related to the position of
. qural women in general.

Regarding operating strategy, thisweb of interrelations must
‘be given thorough consideration. Care must be taken not to
' separate programs and actions aimed at rural women from
therestof the Institute's activities, orto “waterdown," inmore
- general components, the need for policies, programs and
" methodologies specifically designed to increase the par-
ticipation of women in the development of agriculture.

* 4.Asthe result of evaluations of several projects which have
j used participatory methods, it has been established that the
' level, depth and scope of the participation of women can be
. greater than was originally thought.

~ This ensures the success of projects using this type of
*methodology, since the beneficiaries of same will be able to
.~ internalize the objectives and the technical and administra-
.~ tive procedures required during execution. However, this
- Ppariicipation can be achieved only if women are seen as
active and conscious agents of change in rural areas. This
' concept should be reflected in processes 1o identify, design,
- implement and evaluate the projects.

It must be kept in mind that Institute efforts aimed at
- mobilizing rural women will have to overcome tradition,
- Which has kept them socially isolated and subordinated,

and which has ignored their basic needs.

Therefore, methodologies must not be paternalistic and
St give women a vital role in bringing about change.

This perspective is the only one that will lead to programs
which no longer see rural women as mere recipients of
goods and services which public institutions occasionally
make available to them. Rather, rural women should be
seen as equal partners in the project, and should be given
an opportunity to work within society and the organization,
expressing their own views of the different steps involved
in beginning and developing a specific institutional
program.

5. In summary, the operating strategy which guides IICA's
participation in activities aimed at rural women is based on
a general diagnosis and a series of elements which, in
summarized form, are:

a. The need for a complementary approach empha-
sizing equity and development to be included in the
operative aspects of the proposed projects, with
special consideration being given to the particular
needs of rural women.

b. A recognition of the specific nature, variety and
differences which characterize the rural female
population in LAC.

c. Aclose interrelationship between the situation of
rural women and the determining structural conditions
affecting small farmers in the region, based on the
variables of gender and class.

d. The use of highly participatory methodologies,
which are fundamental to the concept of rural women
as active participants in the execution of policies in-
tended to benefit them.

Between 1990 and 1992, IICA, with cooperation from
UNIFEM, will undertake a series of activities aimed at
upgrading its technical resources for identifying, designing,
executing and evaluating policies, programs and projects
involving rural women.

It is felt that these activities will reactivate what has been a
substantial contribution to increasing the participation of
women inthe complex process of ruraldevelopment inthe
countries of the region.
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Among the experts from
' Europe participating in

e

Cacao Research.

Central America Seeks Financial Support
from Europe for Coffee Research

t the conclusion of a seminar

held recently at IICA
Headquarters, it was announced that
in mid-May Central America will
submit a portfolio of projects to the
European Economic Community
(EEC), for the purpose of securing
funding and conducting joint research
with scientists from Europe to improve
coffee growing in the area.

The proposals, ten in all, which cover
genetic resources and engineering,
technology transfer, biotechnology,
control of coffee-related diseases and
pests, were prepared by researchers
from Central America and technical
personnel and specialists from
Europe during a workshop on coffee
research in Central America.

The week-long event brought
together representatives of the
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national coffee institutes of Central
America, Colombia, Dominican
Republic, Mexico and Panama, and
scientists and researchers from
Belgium, England, France, Holland,
Portugal and Spain. The meeting was
organized by the EEC's International
Scientific Cooperation Program and
executed through the French Institute
for Coffee and Cocoa Research.

The project proposals are designed to
bolster research being conducted by
IICA's Cooperative Program for the
Protection and Modernization of
Coffee Cultivation in Mexico, Central
America, Panama and the Dominican
Republic (PROMECAFE), countries
which account for nearly 15.5% of
world coffee production.

Charles Kessner, a scientist with the
EEC's General Directorate for

Science, Research and Development,
stated that the meeting had laid the
groundwork for new cooperation
efforts with Central America, which will
allow researchers and scientists from
Europe and the isthmus to work
together to improve coffee cultivation.
He added that the EEC is prepared to
finance part of the portfolio of projects,
and insisted that the final proposal
made in May must be of the "highest
technical quality." Juan Jose Osorto,
Director of PROMECAFE, explained
that the proposals reflect the most
urgent needs of the region, and that
they are of good technical quality.

He said, "Between now and May, we
will work very closely with the Tropical
Agriculture Research and Training
Center (CATIE) to fine tune the
proposals related to biotechnology
and genetic resources."

e
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Central America, Panama and the Dominican Republic:
Further Cacao-related Development Called For

I nternational specialists attend-

ingaseminarheld atIICA Head-
quarters agreed that despite tempo-

rarily unfavorable conditions on
international markets, cacao-related
activities in Central America, Panama
and the Dominican Republic must
continueto grow ifthisistobecome an
economically important activity.

According to experts participating in
the seminar, entitled "Economics of
Cacao Production and Marketing,"
efforts must be made in the subregion
fo improve capabilities in production
-emphasizing technology generation
and transfer- industrialization and
marketing.

The event was organized by the
Regional Network for Cacao

Technology Generation and
Transfer (PROCACAO), which is
coordinated through IICA. The
network was founded in 1987 with
supportfromthe Regional Office for
Central American Programs
(ROCAP) of the US. Agency
for International Development
(USAID), and includes the
countries of the Central American

Isthmus and the Dominican
Republic.

As part of the discussion of the
major theme of the meeting, "Public
policy, cooperation and the future of
the cacao economy in the 1990s,"
the participants studied the overall
situation and analyzed specific
aspects such as worldwide supply

and demand, marketing structure and
operations, strategy for technology
transfer, and research priorities, among
others.

According to data provided during the
seminar, 220,000 hectares of land in
IICA's Central Area are planted in
cacao. As a result, it exports some
96,700 metric tons of cacao and its by-
products, worth some US$150 million.

Despite the fact that these production
figures represent only 4.5 per cent of
cacao production worldwide, the
participants declared that the subregion
should move forward in its efforis to
strengthen the development of this
crop.

Central America:

Technology Transfer Strategy to be Designed

uring a seminar on the

mobilization of agricultural
technology, held recently at IICA
Headguarters, officials from several
public institutions and international
and subregional organizations
mapped out general guidelines for a
strategy on technology transfer in
Central America,

The objective of the meeting,
according to Eduardo Trigo, Director
oflICA's Technology Generation and
Transfer Program, isto use the results
of this seminar in designing a plan to
facilitate technology transfer in
the subregion.

'€ saidthat the groundwork has been
aid for working in each country of

Central America, with clearer ob-
jectives and better operating
mechanisms.

The specific nature of each country
and of the different regions in each
is one of the most important factors
to be weighed in drawing up this
strategy.

During the week-long meeting,
discussions were held on topics
such as technological change
in agriculture in Central America,
technological imperatives, sustain-
ability, evolution of institutions and
current problems in the region.

Participants in the meeting

included officials from the ministries of
agriculture of the countries of Central
America, as well as staff from lICA,
universities in the United States and the
Netherlands, and from specialized
institutions in Costa Rica, the
Dominican Republic, France, the
United States of America and Panama.

[ 4
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Cooperation in Plant Protection to Continue

nternational organizations,
I including IICA, which work with
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay
and Uruguay inthe execution of plant
protection programs and projects,
met recently in Montevideo and gave
their support for the continuation of
such initiatives, which are essential if
exports are to increase and the
economies of the region are to
improve.

During several meetings sponsored
by the Plant Protection Committee
for the Southern Area (COSAVE),
with suppon from IICA and the Latin
American Integration Association
(ALADI), guidelines for technical
cooperation related to the continu-
ation of these initiatives were
defined. Also discussed were

pesticide residues and their effect on
sales to overseas markets, phyto-
sanitary problems and quarantine res-
trictions relevant to the international
trade of seeds.

At the conclusion of the second
preparatory session of COSAVE's
Steering Committee, the plant
protection directors asked IICA and
FAO to collaborate in actions
designed to stop the spread of Dacus
cucurbitae flies recently detected in
Suriname, which represent a threat to
citrus crops in the subregion.

At the ninth meeting of the Regional
Technical Committee on Plant
Protection, the countries expressed
their gratitude for the "support and
benefits" received from IICA through

Action in the Countries

Round of Meetings with IICA
Representatives Concludes

he series of meetings held

between authorities from IICA
Headquarters and its Repre-
sentatives in the member countries,
for the purpose of analyzing the
adjustments underiaken by the
Institute in order 1o implement the
Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivationin Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC), concluded
on March 23 in Quito, Ecuador.

The meeting was atiended by the
Representatives from the Andean
Area (which includes Bolivia, Colom-
bia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela)
and the Southern Area (which
includes Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Paraguay and Uruguay). Specialists
from |ICA's Organization and
Management for Rural De-
velopment, and Marketing and
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Agroindustry  Programs also
participated. As had been the case in
meetings held earlier with [ICA's Rep-
resentatives from the Central and
Caribbean Areas, details were
provided on the adjustments
undertaken by the Institute, which
range from establishing new priorities
for action as of this year, to redefining
the role of the Offices in the Member
States.

The meeting was opened by the
Minister of Agriculture of Ecuador,
Mario Jalil, who reiterated his
country's suppor for the PLANLAC,
and pointed up the similarities
between the agricultural policies of his
government and the proposals
contained in the Plan of Joint Action,

The Director Generalof IICA, Martin E,

different actions, and gave thejr
support for proposals included in the
Plan of Joint Action for Agriculturg
Reactivation for the Southern Area,
which address this particular issye_

During the meeting on the problems
of pesticides and their effects on fryit
and vegetable exports, the recom-
mendation was made to expand the
application of the CODEX ALIMEN-
TARIUS standards, currently in effect
for the international trade of
agricultural commodities, to the
intraregional trade of same.

Inthe meetingonthe current situation
in and the outlook for the seed trade,
the participants agreed to harmonize
relevant procedures and quarantine
regulations.

Mario Jalil, Minister of Agriculture
of Ecuador

Pifeiro, stated that the PLANLAC
“Prepared by IICA in conjunction with
!ls member countries and other
International organizations, and
approved by the ministers of agricul-
lure of the hemisphere- "is an
extremely important mandate” since
‘the countries insisted on the
importance of our being efficient in
the implementation of its proposals.*



Saint Kitts and Nevis Joins |ICA

he Caribbean

state of Saint Kitts
and Nevis has become
the thirty-second
Member State of the
Inter-American In-
stitute for Cooperation
on Agriculture (lICA).

—

The government of

Saint Kitts and Nevis,

whichhasbeen inter-

ested in joining the

Institute for several

months, recently com-
~ plied with all the re-
~quirements for mem-
bership established in
the Convention on
1ICA.

member country
Organization of
American  States
(OAS) to become a
memberof [ICA, it must deposit the in-
umentof ratification withthe Gen-
Secretariat, and accept all the ob-
ations  included therein.

e Director General of [ICA, Martin
Pifieiro, expressed his pleasure
1 the decision, and welcomed
Kitts and Nevis to the Institute.

‘added that the entry of Saint Kitts
Nevis comes at a time when IICA
Orking to bring about greater
ration between Latin America
the Caribbean, a process which
given a boost recently with the
Ing of a general cooperation

‘ment between IICA and the

ber 1989 meeting of the Inter-American
Board of Agriculture (IABA), provides
budgetary support for CARDI activities.

Saint Kitts and Nevis consists of two is-
lands no more than two miles apart.
Located 225 miles southeast of Puerto
Rico, the two islands together have a
land area of 269 km2.

The capital of Saint Kitts -the larger of
the two islands- is Basseterre, and that
of Nevis is Charlestown.

Each island has a population of approxi-
mately 48,000.

In addition to Saint Kitts and Nevis, the
other members of IICA are: Antigua and
Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia,
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Dominica, Dominican  Republic,

The Minister and Chargé
d'Affaires of the Embassy of
Saint Kitts and Nevis in
Washington, Erstein Ed-
wards, discusses his
country's entry into I|CA with
IICA’s Representative in the
United States, David Black.

Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada,
Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Hondu-
ras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grena-
dines, Suriname, the United States
of America, Trinidad and Tobago,
Uruguay and Venezuela.

IICA's Permanent Observer Coun-
tries are:  Austria, Belgium, Egypt,
Federal Republic of Germany,
France, Israel, ltaly, Japan, King-
dom of the Netherlands, Korea,
Portugal and Spain.



[ICA, IDB and PAHO:
Project Being Prepared to
Improve Nutrition in Haiti

he objective of a project to be

prepared in June by [ICA and
the Pan American Health Or-
ganization (PAHO), with funding
from the Inter-American De-
velopment Bank (IDB), is to improve
food production and nutritional levels
in Haiti.

Classified by international organiza-
tions as the poorest country in Latin
America and Caribbean, Haiti has an
economy based on agriculture,
which, nonetheless, is its weakest

sector. involves promoting rural development
and the production and marketing of
According to specialized studies, agricultural products. In the area of
arable land in Haiti is very rural development, IICA will work in
unproductive and severely eroded. conjunction with PAHO, the agency
Forty percent of the urban and 78 that will be responsible for diagnosing
percent of the rural population live in and providing services in the area of
absolute poverty, which leads to protein-carbohydrate malnutrition.
insufficient food production and a
grave nutritional crisis. IICA plans to draw up a special
program aimed at increasing food and
There are also serious problems with livestock productivity at the farm level.
regard to land tenure; most farmers Activities related to marketing involve
have small parcels to cultivate and support to farmers in obtaining better
the majority of farms are family-run. prices and improving their economic
The strategy followed by most small strength.
farmers in Haiti for years has been to
intensify land use and combine First, a pilot project will be conductedin
crops. Over a span of 30 years, the the northern part of the country.
degradation of agricultural lands left Parallel technical cooperation
them almost unproductive. At activities will include programming the
present, 60% of Haiti's land area is second stage of the Food and Nutrition
eroded and barren. System in another part of the country.
In light of this situation, IICA's Center According to Revilla, the Institute has
for Investment Programs and Proj- the technical capacity to take responsi-
ects (CEPPI) and PAHO have bility for drawing up the project in close
undertakenthe task of implementing collaboration with PAHO. [ICA
a food and nutrition system which, at through CEPPI, has worked with thé
the farm level, will promote increased IDB for nine years on technical
food production, which will raise self- cooperation programs,

sufficiency and increase surpluses,

The last agreement signed by the tw,

. 0 H 0

The lnsmul_es role, accordnqg 1o organizalionsincludestheprgparation
Freddy Revilla, a CEPPI specialist, of sectoral and specific investment
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projects, and carrying out activities to
support or complement the
preparation of projects for the
agricultural sector.

With the formalization of this
operation, CEPPI will begin its first
experience with food and nutrition
projects. This is apparently the case
with PAHO as well, and if the Gov-
ernment of Haiti seeks IDB fundingto
execute the project, it will also be the
first time the Bank provides loans for
this type of activity.

At present, IICA/CEPPI and PAHO
are negotiating and examining the
terms of reference for carrying out
the project, which has received IDB
funding through the agreements that
exist between the organizations.

HICA/CEPPI's work in Haiti is part of
the strategy of the Plan of Joint
Actionfor Agricultural Reactivationin
Latin America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

The PLANLAC includes a specific
strategy for Haiti involving analysis
of the problems of small farmers and
the rural areas, and proposals for
developing the small-farm
economy.




e

ICA to Support Peru in Control of Migratory Locust

gpartofits technicalcooperation
A activities in Peru, lICA assisted
governmom officials in the prepara-
tion of that country's 1990-1994 plan
for the integrated management of the
migratory locust, and offered its
support in the execution  and
follow-up of this strategy at the
pepartment level.

In a meeting in Lima, the Assistant
Deputy Director General for
Operations of [ICA, Alfonso
Cebreros, met with the Peruvian
Minister of Agriculture, Roberto
Angeles Lazo. The minister
expressed appreciation for support
already received, and great interest
inthe coordinated efforts IICA plans
in Peru and Chile to control fruit flies.
- Also attending the meeting were
- Victor Palma, Director of Andean
- Area Operations, and Israel Tineo,
- lICA Representative in Peru.

The minister of agriculture stated that
- inorderto complement IICA's efforts,
- authorities had declared a state of
emergency in the Departments of
- Cusco, Ayacucho, Apurimac and
avelica, in an effort to stop the
ead of the migratory locust and the
reat it represents for the national

s LLazo and IICA officials also
sedthe work being done by the
ooperative Agricultural Research

'am for the Andean Subregion
'OCIANDINO), which s funded by
d the Inter-American
pment Bank (IDB) and the five
s of the subregion. The

, Cebreros met
the Board of

the Cartagena Agreement, Ilvan
Gabaldon, to discuss the programs
and projects of the Plan of Joint
Action for Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Caribbean

(PLANLAC) that apply to the Andean
Area,

This proposal, prepared by IICA in
conjunction with its member
countries and other international
organizations, includes programs
and projects to be carried out at the
hemispheric and subregional levels,
as a means of modernizing the
agricultural sector and strengthening
the economies of the region.

e INSTITUTO NTERAMERCING
//[’/4 © > DE COPECON ik

While in Peru, Cebreros attended a
seminar on the reactivation and
sustained development of the
agricultural sector in Peru, held at the
IICA Office and attended by 30
specialists and technical personnel.
Topics discussed included the
institutional framework of economic
policies, strategic public investment
designed to foster private investment
in agriculture and agroindustry, and
the advantages and disadvantages of
alternative programs forimmediate or
gradual stabilization.

LA AGRICULTURA

. OFICINREN PERU S N

The seminar-workshop on the reactivation and sustained development of the agri
tall icultural sec-
tor in Paru brought together 30 specialists and tochnical personnel. Tlcuraisec



he Brazilian specialist

Edmundo Gastal, "framer and
leader" of the Cooperative Program
for Agricultural Research in the
Southern Cone (PROCISUR),
passed a-
way on
February 5
in Riberao
Preto, Bra-
zil. He
leaves be-
hind more
than 80 re-
JEearen
papers and
numerous published works in the
areas of agricultural economics,
planning, administration of research
and scientific methods. As Director
of PROCISUR since its inception in

Dr. Edmundo Gastal

1980, he was responsible for the
definitive integration of the
agricultural research systems of
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay
and Uruguay. The program has
been carried out with support from
IICA, the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank (IDB) and PROCISUR
member countries. Gastal earned a
bachelor's degree in agronomy from
the Universidad Federal de Pelotas,
his birthplace; a master's degree in
agricultural economics from the
Universidad Federal de Viscosa,
and then a doctorate in science. He
began his association with IICA in
1973, and has held several posts.
As a tribute to the memory of
Edmundo Gastal, some of his
thoughts on the subject of techno-
logical change in agriculture follow.

The Process of Technological

Change in Agriculture

echnology has become the key

to the economic and social de-
velopment of nations, not only
because it is the chief means of
increasing the productivity of all
economic activity, but also because it
affects the organization of production
and brings about changes in the
social structure.

Through the implementation of
appropriate technological systems
which are compatible with the
ecological conditions and with the
economic and sociocultural situation
of the different strata of farmers, it will
be possible to achieve productivity
levels consonant with the growth
rates demanded of agriculture, and
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which are absolutely essential for
economic and social development.

Toachieve this, itis necessary to have
not only technologies that increase
the productivity of land and capital
- while seeking fair wages for labor -
but also production systems that will
make it possible for areas not
utilized, yet which have the necessary
infrastructure and comparative
advantages, to be effectively and
profitably incorporated into the
national economy.

In this context, agricultural develop-
mentimplies the need forcomprehen-
sive and far-reaching changes, in-
cluding a more adequate distribution

of natural resources and, in gener
the means of production. A more
equitable distribution of rural crejt is
required, as it represents a constany
problem for most farmers.

al,

Consistent price policies, increaseq
availability of agricultural insurance
and more effective and efficient
structures for supplying inputs and
processing and marketing agricul-
tural products are also necessary.

Therefore, it is urgent that we seek
innovations that will make it possible
to design production systems that
are truly compatible with the nature
and needs of agriculture in the coun-
tries.

If this is to be achieved, it will be
necessary to carry out programs for
technological change, the scope and
content of which will produce an agri-
cultural sector that is more efficient,
more productive and more in tune
with the hopes of farmers and the
realities of rural life.

Thus, the suggestion is that
technological change be seen as a
wide-ranging process of communi-
cation, or as a mechanism for
achieving real social interaction, with
a view to economic growth and the
betterment of the social groups in-
volved in same.

Duringthedifferentstagesorcompo-
nents (generation, disse-mination
and adoption of technology), the
farmers and technical personnel
grow as individuals and their ability to
transform nature and the physical
and social world that surrounds them
also develops.

The process of technological change
inagriculture must respect the nature
of different farmers' groups, but,
above all, it must reflect their true
needs.
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Latin America and the Caribbean:
persistent Rural Poverty

Program II|

IICA Editorial Service
Cost: US$3.00

w P obreza Rural Persis-

tente" (Spanish only)
IS an analysis which

facilitates a systematic
understanding of the social
and economic structure of
Latin America and the
Caribbean. The work,
published by IICA's
Program Il (Organization
and Management for Rural
Development), is aimed at
7 politicians,

JICA ™

planners,
university students, pro-
fessionals from all

disciplines and scholars.
The document ¢™phasizes the importance of considering
the rural secior = e role of the smali-scale farmers,
small-scale lanc s, and agricultural workers, in crdar
fo ascertain wh: * political and econaomni 28
may exist amor -

It is divided ini ~hapters. The first ceo
poverty; the sccoi’. siructural changes,
straints and their =7z<t on policies to combzt

and the third, fou‘.;a‘.xons for policies tc combat it
ery.

Turrialba Journal: Coffee and Cacao

PROMECAFE and
PROCACAO

IICA Editorial Service
Cost: US$8 per copy

II of the articles in
A Numbers 3 and 4 of
volume 39 of Turrialba, a
technical journal special-
izing in agronomy and
related disciplines, will deal
with coffee and cacao.
Topicsin No.3 include the

€ffects of drying temperatures and storage conditions on

coffee quality; agroforestry systems including coffee; ;nd
he effect of processing on pesticide residues in colliee

1IA®

———

beans. Number 4 of the journal, dedicated exclusively to ca-
cao, includes articles on agronomic systems in the major
cacao-producing areas; quantitative changes in proteins
during cacao growth; and studies on meiosis, among others
These issues are being sponsored by the Cooperative
Program for the Protection and Modernization of Coffee
Cultivation in Mexico, Central America, Panama and the
Dominican Republic (PROMECAFE) and the Regional
Network for Cacao Technology Generation and Transfer
(PROCACAO).

Compendium of Tropical Agriculture
Vol. 1l (693 p.)

Translationand adaptation
of "Mémento de I'Agro-

nome"
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of France
PENDIOOE lICA Editorial Service
L CSSOMATIOPCE Cost: US$20.00

PATY

This volume oifers essential
information on different basic tropical food crops (rice,
beans, corn, sorghum and others), and vegetables (sweet
potatoes, potatoes, squash andothers). It also covers fruits
(soursop, pineapple, guava, citrus and others) and
industrial crops (cotton, cacao, annatto, pepper, vanilla and
others). The tropical crops discussed are studied in terms
of plant production practices and fertilization; importance
and ecology; propagation methods; agronomic practices;
control of diseases and pests; harvest yields; and industrial
processing. The first volume of this work, also prepared by
IICA and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of France, covered
many topics, including agricultural economics, statistics,
computer science, accounting, remote sensing,
agrometeorology, topography, soils, agricultural risks, and
rural machinery and construction.
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IICA in the News

' n recent weeks, the

activities of IICA and
Institute officials were
reported in the press
throughout the region.
Several newspapers gave
| broad coverage 1o activi-
Mies such as the first
| Andean Meeting for

) p <

3

0o h
O

ant protec
‘ht
The daily paper El

\

| Nacional, of Caracas,
| reporied on the address
| Martin Pifieiro deliveredto
| the meeting of represen-
| tatives of the public and
private sectors, aimed at
| reaching agreement on
actions designed to
revitalize the agricultural
sectorinthe Andean Area.
In his address, the Direc-
tor General made refer-
ence to the strategy forthe
Andean Area set forth in
the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation
in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC).

International press agen-

cies such as AFP and IPS
provided their correspon-
dents with information on
the Director General's visit
to South America, which
included stops in Argentina,
Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador and
Uruguay. Pinheiro attended
presidential inaugurationsin
Montevideo and Santiago.
The Uruguayandaily papers
El Pais, El Dia, Lea and La
Republica all reported on

the trip, as did Hoy and Pre
ia in Bolivia and Ambito
in Argentina. In
it to PSS, Pitslro
) (
incul dre, inhait of
nan!
ons an intema-
licnal markels and of in
creased demand for lood
worldwide as a result ol the

opening up of the econo-
mies of eastern Europe.

The press also carried re-
poris on regional plant pro-
tection meetings held in
Uruguay. La Republica, El
Dia and El Pals provided
defails on the meeting,
which was inaugurated by
the new Minister of Live-
stock, Agriculture and Fish-
eries, Alvaro Ramos. The
goal of the meeting was to
coordinale sanitary regula-
tions related fo the regional
trade of agricultural prod-
ucts.
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L) Seminar on
Agricultural Policles
and Rural Women,
May 208-31

International experts in the
subjects of rural develop
ment and woman, and
reprosentatives ol develop
ment agoncies, will share
thoir views and make
recommendations on HCA'S
strategy on rural women
They will avaluate the
conceptual, methedological
and operating framework of
[ICA's strategy on the
subject, which was de-
signed to Increase the
participationof womeninthe
process of agricultural
roactivation.  The meeting
will take place at HCA
Hoadquarters.

u International
Panel to Judge
Painting Contest,
May 25-30

This body, made up of
renowned expers, will me et
at lICA Headquarters to
select the paintings which
mos! accurately and crea-
tively portray rural life in
Latin  America and the
Caribbean. The contest |s
sponsored by |ICA and the
Commission of the Quin-
centennial of the Discovery
of America. The panel will
judge works solected In
national contests held in
IICA's member countries.

Upcoming Activities

Moeting of the
Inter-American Study
Group of the Now
Blotechnology In
Agriculture and
Health, May 29-June 1

The olyestive of this
"y, o L |
Grisin s to  prepars
niidelines tor Latin Amariea
and o Caribbean on the
releaso into the environmen!
of products and organism
obtained through or modt

fiod by gonatic englnearing

The meoeting Is baing
organized by IICA, the P \:1‘
Amarican Health Organiz®
tion (PAHO), and the
National Genetic Resourté
Contor (CENARGEN)
which Is attached to s!
Brazilian Institute of Agricut
tural Research (EM
BRAPA). As a rosult of thS
mooting, the participants we
make spocific rocommo
dations to ICA and PAIS
for the dovelopment of B
tochnologlos In the reglon




May - June 1990, Year VII, No. 39
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The Ministers of Agriculture of the Southern Cone agreed to found CONASUR, a permanent sectoral forun. [his historic overt was At
(from left to right) Martin E. Pideiro, Director General of IICA; Antonio Cabrera Mano Filho of Brazil: Felipe . 3ol of Argentina; J
Figueroa Yapar of Chile and Alvaro Ramos Trigo of Uruguay. The event was also attended by a delegation from Paraguiz;

Meetings Held in Spain on Agriculture and Rural Development in
- Latin America and the Caribbean

" Director General Seeks Greater European Cooperation for the Region

* Japan and Korea See Role for [ICA in Channeling Cooperation to the Region

" Experts Establish Basic Regulations for Release of Genetically Modified
Products
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Creation of Advisory Council for
Agricultural Cooperation in the
Countries of the Southern Area
(CONASUR) given wide
coverage in regional press 24

BN

Meeting to be held in Brazil to
found the Cooperative Program
on Research and Technology
Transferforthe South American
Tropics {PROCITROPICQOS),
and Tenih Regular Meeting of 24
the Execuiive Comimitiee to be

held at lICA Headguarters in
Costa Rica
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News Magazine on activilies of the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture, IICA.
Published monthly, in separate Spanish and English
edtions, by IICA's Communications Division, Public
Information Unit. Address: Apdo. 55-2200 Coronado,
San Jose, Costa Rica. Cable: ICA San Jose. Te{e(J
2144 |ICA. Telephone: 290222. Editor in Chief: Patica
Leén. Editors: Silvia Castillo and Danilo Jiménez.
Layout: Adela Vargas and Danilo Jiménez. EE"Q_"S’1
translation and editing: Paul Murphy, Susana Rainé-
Director of External Relations: Jorge Werthein.

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation of
Agriculture, IICA, is headquartered in San Jose, Cos'2
Rica. Itis specialized agency for agriculture of the inter
American system. It was founden by the govemmen's
of the hemisphere in 1942 to encourage, promote

support the efforts made by its Member States '°1‘
agricultural development and rural well-being. Ithas3
member countries and 12 observer countries.



Focus

Southern Area:

Ministers of Agriculture Establish Permanent Sectoral Forum

t the conclusion of a

meeting held in Buenos
Aires on June 8-9, the Minis-
ters and Secretaries of
Agriculture of Argentina,
Brazil, Chile and Uruguay,
as well as delegates from
Paraguay and IICA, agreed
tofoundapermanent sec-
toral forum. During the
meeting, the countries
committed themselves to
"taking joint actions in the
field of agriculture to
respond to the protectionism
of the developed countries."

Participating in this event, which
marked the creation of the Advisory
Council for Agricultural Cooperation
in the Countries of the Southern Area
(CONASUR), were the Ministers of
Agriculture of Brazil, Antonio Cabrera
Filho; of Chile, Juan Agustin
Figueroa; and of Uruguay, Alvaro
Ramos; delegates from Paraguay;
the Deputy Secretary of Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries of Argentina,
Felipe Sola; and the Director General
of lICA, Martin E. Pifieiro. CONASUR
represents the culmination of a
subregional dialogue begun in 1988
and promoted by these countries and
lICA, zimed at creating a permanent
forum that would enable the ministers
of agriculture to coordinate efforts
related to rural development,
agriculiure and the conservation of
natural resources.

In the opinion of Felipe Sol4,
CONASUR ftranslates the political
will for integration into concrete
actions. He added that the multitude
of problems facing agricullure in
the countries is a sound reason for
strengthening ties and for
undertaking cooperative actions
aimed at upgrading the efficiency of

i i 4 A
The agreement between Brazil, Argentina, Chile and Uruguay il play
subregional integration.

production and the capacity for
negotiating with third markets.

CONASUR is being founded at a time
when increased emphasis is being
placed on agriculture as a potential
source of economic growth and a
means of improving social conditions,
under new development strategies in
Latin America and the Caribbean.
lICA is currently coordinating the
execution of a Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC), which emphasizes
multilateral efforts in the solution of
common problems.  Within the
context of the PLANLAC, which
proposes agriculture as the driving
force behind equitable economic
reactivationin the region, CONASUR
will have a major role to play in
coordinating PLANLAC actions in the
Southern Area. The Minister from
Brazil stated that the founding of
CONASUR takes place at a time
when there are "signs of true integra-
tion" in the world, among which he
mentioned the opening of the Single
European Common Market in 1992
and the recent trade agreement be-
tween the United States and Canada.

a major role in strengthening

His opinion was shared by the min-
isters of Uruguay and Chile, who
added that CONASUR will make it
possible to "adopt joint positions"
bothin international agricultural
inputand  product markets, and in
forums "to strengthen the negotiating
power of the region.”

In Pifieiro’s opinion, the creation of
this institutional mechanism is a
political decision of the utmost
importance which will boost the
integration process in the Southern
Cone.

The agreement, approved originally
by Argentina, Brazil and [ICA - which
will be in charge of the Secretariat for
Coordination - stipulates that the
creation of CONASUR must be
ratified by the governments of
Uruguay and Chile and approved by
Paraguay. Each country will exercise
the presidency of CONASUR for one
year, beginning with Argentina, and
then, in alphabetical order, the oth-
ers. The IICA Representative in the
corresponding country will serve as
Secretary and will promote, along
with the Chairman (the minister of
agriculture of that country), frequent
contacts with agencies linked to the
agricultural sector, in search of
technical and financial assistance.
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Diana Medrano, a specialist from IICA: Cecilia Lopez, Director

Experts from the Hemisphere Discuss
Strategy for Rural Women

hity women from the

hemisphere met from May 28 to
30in Costa Rica to draw up proposals
and recommendations for a strategy
prepared by 1ICA to strengthen the
participation of rural women in
agricultural reactivation and
development in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

The specialists inwomen's affairs and
rural development discussed a docu-
ment offering new guidelines for
lICA’s technical cooperation on this
subject with its 32 member countries.

With regard to research, the partici-
pants proposed doing away with ap-

roaches that see rural women as
victims and emphasizing their posi-
tive contribution o production and the
results of incorporating them into
plans for rural development. They
added that studies should analyzethe
impact of macroeconomic and adjust-
ment policies on rural sectors, while
establishing differences by gender.
As 10 the design of policies for rural
women, the participants pointed out
that these policies should facilitate
equal access 10 production re-

sources, promote public social
investment geared specifically to
women, and emphasize actions to
modify the stereotypes of women.
They insisted on the importance of
proposing initiatives in fields such as
technology generation and transfer,
and marketing and agroindustry,
which take into account the specific
needs of rural women.

WOMEN AND [ICA

The topic of ruralwomen is not new to
IICA, although it has taken on greater
importance in the Past year as part of
an effort sponsored by the United
Nations Development Fund for
Women (UNIFEM) and included in
the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural  Reactivation in Latin

America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC),

The Director General of IICA, Martin
E. Pifieiro, stated that it was an
“‘important challenge” for the Institute
to design a strategy of action with
rural women that has a multiplier
effect and mobilizes and Coordinates
all the actors involved: imernalional

of PREALC; Martin E. Pifeiro, Director General
of lICA; and Clara Ines Olaya, of UNIFEM in New York, analyzed the proposal for action with rural women.

agencies, government.s, non-
governmental orgamzations
(NGOs) and, part:cqlgrly, the
public in general. Cecilia Lopez,
from Colombia and the Director
of the Regional Employment
Program for Latin America anqg
the Caribbean (PREALC) ang
former Deputy Minister of
Agriculture  of Colqmbia,
highlighted the comparative ag-
vantages of an institution such
as IICA in promoting actions
aimed at rural women, given its
"high degree of credibility among
production sectors."

"The proposed conceptual
framework is a step forward

which, because it comes from IICA,
will open the door for serious work
with rural women." Cornelia Butler
Flora, from the United States and
Director of the Department of
Sociology at the Virginia Institute of
Technology and Virginia State Uni-
versity, stated that the IICA proposal
offers an excellent analysis of the ag-
ricultural situation in Latin America
and the Caribbean, and clearly
defines the position of women in

agricultural  production  and
development.

According to Maria Elena Cruz, of the
Agricultural Research Group of Chile,
any strategy on rural women must be
very realistic with regard to the "harsh
realities faced by small farmers, the
cutbacks economic adjustments
have forced on social programs and
the export bias of production efforts."

Amparo Arango, a researcher from
CIPAF, a Dominican NGO, high-
Il_ghted the importance of using par-
licipatory methods in actions related
10 rural women. ang of basing these
methods on information that takes
N0 account the important
contributions  made by working

Women that are usually not included
In officia| Statistics.
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B razil was recently the site of a

meeting of experts on biotech-
nology from the hemisphere. During

the meeting, the groundwork was laid
for providing the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean with clear
rules on the release of products
generated through state-of-the-art
genetic engineering techniques, with
a view to protecting public health and
the environment.

training related to biosafety and the
application of regulations. This joint
effort will be carried out by IICA,
PAHO, the Organization of American
States (OAS), the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO) and the Regional Biotech-
nology Program of the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP).

The Director of IICA's Technology

In Latin America and the Caribbean:
Experts Establish Basic Regulations on
the Release of Genetically Modified Products

The meeting was especially important
in view of the fact that these countries
have no regulations governing the
release into the environment of
products modified or created through
genetic engineering. Without such
protection, the risk of abuse is
considerable. The meeting, held from
May 29 to June 1, was organized by
the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the
Pan American Health Organization
(PAHO) and the National Genetic
Resource Center (CENARGEN),
which is attached to the Brazilian
Institute of Agricultural Research
(EMBRAPA).

The Inter-American Study Group of
the New Biotechnologies in Agricul-
ture and Health, as the group of
expers is called, urged national
authorities to establish and, in some
cases, expand rules and regulations
on this subject in order to provide a
legal foundation for research,
industry, environmental protection,
agriculture and health,

Inthis context, they gave their support
to a work plan to assist interested
countries in implementing regulations
governing biotechnology.  These
- countries would receive advice on
5 | matters, organization and

Generation and Transfer Program,
Eduardo Trigo, described the recent
meeting in Brasilia as a first attempt at
promoting the discussion of common
proposals to facilitate regional
integration and decision making in a
field as new and important as
biosafety. He added that it is urgent to
attract investments to the region for
the developmentof biotechnology. To
do this, clear, but not excessive, rules
should exist to protect health and the
environment, which also ensure that

the region not be used as a testing
ground, especially by multinational
corporations.

This was the second meeting of
specialists in the new biotech-
nologies. The first was held in Costa
Rica in 1988, and produced
guidelines on the use and safety of
genetic engineering techniques,
which have been circulated widely
throughout the hemisphere. At the
next meeting, scheduled for late 1390
or early 1991, the principal topic for
discussion will be patents and
intellectual property rights in
biotechnology, an issue not yet
solved in the region.




The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food of Spain, Carlos Romero
American Cooperation Institute (right), and Ma

(center); Delfin Colome Pujol, Director General of the Ibero-
rtin Pineiro of lICA, during the inauguration of the Hispano-American Meetings.

Hispano-American Meetings Held on Agriculture and
Rural Development in Latin America and the Caribbean

T he Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food of Spain
(MAPA), with support from the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (IICA) and the Spanish
International Cooperation Agency
(AECI), sponsored a series of
meetings on agriculture and rural
development in Latin America and the
Caribbean in Madrid from June 13 to
5.

The goal of the meetings was to
facilitate and promote the discussion
of agricultural problems and policies
by Spanish and Latin American
experts. This high-level meeting
provided an opportunity for discussing
the major topics to be addressed
during the Tenth Inter-American

Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA).  The ICMA
meeting will be held in 1991 in Spain,
concurrently with that of the Inter-
American Board of Agriculture, the
governing body of IICA. These
meetings will be held during the cele-
brations marking the fifth centennial
of the arrival of the Spaniards to
America, against the backdrop of the
opening of the European Common
Market, scheduled for 1992, and the
wave of political and economic

changes taking place in Eastern
Europe.

It will provide a forum for analyzing
progress made in implementing the
Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America andthe

Caribbean (PLANLAC). During the
meetings, the experts from Spainand
Latin America expressed their ideas
on rural development in Latin
America and the Caribbean, with a
View to making joint proposals.

Topics addressed included new
agrarian policies for development;
the European Economic Community
(EEC), Latin America and the
Caribbean and the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP); Spanish
€conomic cooperation with Latin
America and the Caribbean; the Plan
of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in L atin America andthe
Caribbean (PLANLAC); the outlook
for world trade in food, and financing
rural development.




In addition to IICA, whose delegation
was headed by Director General
Martin E. Pineiro, other international
organizations represented at the
meeting were: the EEC, the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAO), the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB), the
Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
and the Latin American Economic
System (SELA).

Also attending were the deputy
ministers of agriculture of Argentina,
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Mex-
ico and Venezuela, and authorities
from the Board of the Cartagena
Agreement, the Latin American
Integration Association (ALADI), the
Union of Banana Exporting Countries
(UPEB), the Permanent Secretariat of
the General Treaty on Central
American Economic Integration
(SIECA) and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP).

These meetings represent one of the
joint actions agreed upon by MAPA,
AECI and IICA in a letter of under-
standing signed recently by IICA's
Director General, Martin E. Pifeiro,
and the president of the Agency,
Fermnando Valenzuela. This legal
instrument calls for new cooperation
between Spain and Latin America, in
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Felix Cirio, President of the National Institute of Ag. ¢ !
- Manuel Otero, of IICA, analyzed the process to reactivate agriculture in the region.

the form of technical and financial
support for some of the projects
included under the PLANLAC, as well
as in the training of human resources.

Spain Seen as Link Between
Europe and Latin America

During the inauguration of a series of
meetings on agriculture and rural
development in Latin America, the
Minister of Agriculture, Livestock and
Food, Carlos Romero, expressed his
interest in having Spain serve as the
link between Europe and Latin
America. According to the Minister, at
this particular political moment and
within the context of the curr=nt world
economic situation, it is urgent to
break down isolationist tendencies
and establishinternational relations at
all levels. He stated that it is impos-
sible to move forward in agricultural
policies without taking into account
what other countries are doing.The
Minister pointed out that Spain's entry
into the European Community has
made it possible to further diversify
agricultural policies, overcome isola-
tion, and improve international rela-
tions. This, however, should not affect
relations with other regions of the
world, especially Latin America.
Romero stated how pleased he was
that Spain's invitationto host the meet-
ing of the ICMA had been accepted.
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Pineiro discussed economic reforms
underway in Latin America and the
Caribbean and stressed the factthat it
is the democratic governments that
have had the courage and deter-
mination to execute economic adjust-
ment programs which, in spite of
support from the international com-
munity, had varying degrees of suc-
cess and were not sufficient to rees-
tablish economic growth.



According to Pifeiro, ".. this effort is
at times painful and difficult and can-
notsucceed unless the industrialized
countries take similar and comple-
mentary measures.

This is especially important for those
€conomic areas where the countries
of the region have natural
comparative advantages, as in the
case of agricultural and forestry
production.”

TRADE, FOOD SECTOR AND
FUNDING

One of the topics discussed was the
outlook for agricultural trade world-
wide. The ways in which the agricul-
tural policies of the developed coun-
tries distort this trade were analyzed,
as was the need for the LAC coun-
tries 1o find new ways of participating
in world markets, by granting greater
imponance 1o the agricullural sector,

Another key topic was the food sec-
tor, which, according to government
and business sources, is central to
the development of Spain's coopera-
tion and foreign {trade policies.,
Efforts in the food sector can
combine advantages of the countries

where Spain invests with the
technological know-how and
experience Spain has gained
in recent years.

Funding for the agricultural
sector was another of the
topics discussed by the
participants.

The shortage of funds in Latin
America and the Caribbean
will be reduced if public
investment programs give
priority to the agricultural
sector.

Emphasis was also placed on
the need to move from
recessive adjustments to
adjustment with growth, to

strengthen the democratic
process,

AGRICULTURAL
REACTIVATION

In analyzing the Plan of Joint
Aclion for Agricultural Reacti-
vation in Latin America ang
the Caribbean (PLANLAC), it
was  explained {ha agri-
cultural reactivation ang agro-
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In France:
Director General Urges Greater European Cooperation for Region

l\' artin E. Pineiro, Director

General of lICA, stated in Paris
that Western Europe has been a
leader in the growing political support
for a renewed Latin America. While
recalling the negative effect some
European policies have had on the
region in the past, he urged that
Western European support be turned
into greater technical and financial
cooperation.

Pineiro, accompanied by IICA's  Di-
rector of External Relations, Jorge
Nerthein, participated in a
colloguium on food policies and the
liberalization of economies and
markets, attended by experis from
different regions of the world. This
meeting was convened by
SOLAGRAL, a French non-govern-
mental organization, and was
sponsored by the Commission of the
European Community and the
French Ministries of Cooperation and
Agriculiure. During the meeting,
Pifieiro analyzed different aspects of
the intemational context that in one
way or another affect the execution
of the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

European support for Latin America
has been offered in numerous inter-
national forums on such important
matters as foreign debt and the
conflict in Central America. The
closer relations between the two
continents are being forged at atime
when most of the governments of
Latin America are undertaking
strategies similar to those initiated in
Europe several decades ago. The
formation of the European Economic
Community (EEC) was a key
element of post-war reconstructionin
Western Europe, andthe countries of

Latin America are trying to take steps
inthe same direction. As examples, he
cited the integration agreements
among Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay;
the new Andean Pact agreement; and
attempts to re-initiate the Central
American Common Market.

He added that the consolidation of
democratic regimes in Latin America
and the
Caribbean
and the seri-
ous attempts
at integration
are coming
about at a
time when
the structure
of the world
economy is
undergoing
profound
change,
such as European unification in 1892,
reforms in Eastern Europe, the end of
the East-West conilict and the rapid
formation of economic blocs. These
must be looked at not only for what
they might meaninterms of supply and
demand of agricultural products, but
also withinthe context of their effect on
international technical cooperation, as
more countries compete for financial
assistance.

In Pifeiro's judgement, the success
achieved inthe political and diplomatic
aspects of relations between Europe
and Latin America, has not been
matched with specific support to
economic development, which is
essential if democracy is to survive in
the region. Internal restrictions and
inflexibility have prevented the EEC
countries from changing certain
policies that affect the development of
the economies of Latin America. He
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specified that in this regard, the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
has had the most serious impact on
the economies of the region, and is at
the heart of this apparent contradic-
tion between the political determina-
tion to cooperate and the reality of
negative economic influences. He
pointed out that if agriculture in Latin
America is to lead to economic

growth, market conditions must exist
that favor competition.

He added that financial and technical
cooperation to reactivate the
economies of the region is an
excellent means for Europe to
support the consolidation of
democracy in Latin America, and
cited three key areas for channeling
this cooperation to the agricultural
sector: technological development,
investment in production and market
access. In referring to traditional
bilateral cooperation, Pifeiro
suggested that resources be
redirected to multinational activities,
in order to solve specific problems,
and, at the same time, strengthen
integration in Latin America.



Director General of IICA Meets with
Caribbean Ministers of Agriculture

discussion of these
topics, especially
those that will lead to
greater cooperation
between the Carib-
bean and Latin
America.

He also told the

ministers that, in light

of the current eco-

nomic situation, it is

necessary to study

D uring a meeting of CARICOM
nisters responsible for

in Jamaica, the Director

a new type of economic
1s between the United States

ing the thirteenth meeting
ers responsible for
{ the thirteen member
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Caribbean
Pifieiro
ciscussed problems and opportuni-

s for agriculture in the new
international context.

untries of the

He said that these new relations may
take the form of free trade
agreements or some other type of
economic arrangement and
explained that the countries in the
region must soon decide how these
relations might develop and what
specific mechanisms will be needed
in the agricultural sector. Pifieiro
offered IICA as a forum for the
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how the agricultural
sector will be affected
by the structural
adjustment programs
being implemented in
most of the countries.

"This situation, combined with the
scarcity of funds, a problem that will
probably grow in the near future, sug-
gests the need to carefully define in-
vestment priorities and closely relate
technical cooperation efforts to these
investments."

In focusing on IICA's initiatives in the
Caribbean under the PLANLAC, he
stated that they are based on the
CARICOM Agricultural Programme.
He said, "Our efforts will center on
crealingabridgefortransferringtech-
nology between Latin America and
the Caribbean."”

With regard to the latter point, he
explained that recently [ICA
cooperated with the Brazilian Technj-
cal Cooperation Agency in Preparing
a diagnosis of the agricultural sector
in the region,

During his address, the Director Gen-
eral explained the work IICA carries
out in the Caribbean with regional
organizations such as the Caribbean
Agricultural Research and Develop-
ment Instifute (CARDI) and the Or-
ganization of Eastern Caribbean
States (OECS). Among others, he

offered the example of the Projecy
headquartered in Barbadog Which
cooperates with the Caribbegn coun.
tries in developing agricultyra Proj.
ects for presentation to dongr coun.
tries.

Pifieiro discussed other programs
and projects for joint action includeg
in the PLANLAC's chapter on {hq
Caribbean, which are part of the
efforts to reactivate the economieg of
the subregion. Among these i
support for the establishment ang
operation of an agricultural research
network in the Caribbean.

Over the last four years, more and
more attention has been paid to
IICA's work in the Caribbean, An
example of this is the fact that three
more Caribbean nations have joined
the Institute during this period:
Antigua and Barbuda, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, and Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines.

In addition, the Director General dis-
cussedthe work carried out by lICAin
collaboration with the CARICOM sec-
retariat, and expressed his satisfac-
tion with the way this work has con-
tributed to the Caribbean Community
Programme for Agricultural Develop-
ment (CCPAD) and the OECS Diver-
sification Programme.

He declared that both of these
initiatives show clearly that the region
is politically and technically capable
of identifying its priorities, and
éxpressed hope that the international
financial community would respond
positively.

Pifieiro expressed the hope that [ICA
willbe involved in new bilateral initia-
tives with cooperation institutions or
agencies to prepare projects of
benefit to the Caribbean.



Japan and Korea See Role for [ICA in Channeling
Cooperation to the Region

U pon his return from a visit to

Japan and Korea, the Director of
External Relations of IICA, Jorge
Werthein, stated that the govern-
ments and agencies of both countries
see IICA as a vehicle for channeling
their aid to agricultural development
in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Werthein's visit to Tokyo and Seoul,
from May 12-23, is part of the efforts
of the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture to seek
support and resources from outside
the region for agricultural reactivation
in Latin America and the Caribbean.
In his meetings with officials from the
governments and cooperation
agencies of Japan and Korea, he
discussed several projects included
in the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

Werthein commented that Japan is
interested in increasing its coopera-
tion activities with IICA. The fact that
the Institute has a Plan of Joint Action
supported by 32 countries makesitan
appropriate vehicle for channeling
Japanese aid to development in the
region, complementing that country's
bilateral agreements.

Inconversations with authorities from

In Japan and Korea,
the Director
of External

Relations sought
Support for
agricultural
reactivation in Latin
America and the
Caribbean,

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
Ministry of Agriculture and the
Japanese International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), progress was made in
reaching agreement on new types of
cooperation. Two examples are:
increasing the number of Japanese
experts associated with [ICA
projects, and using JICA experience
in the training of technical personnel
from Latin America and the
Caribbean.

The Japanese Economic Develop-
ment Institute, and its Latin America
and Caribbean Division, expressed
interest in carrying out joint activities
with lICA to analyze, compare and
share experiences on agrarian
polices in Latin America and the
Caribbeanand Asia. The possibility of
holding such activities was also
discussed with the Koreans.

Japanese authorities promised to
respond soon to requests for support
of specific projects included in the
PLANLAC. While in Tokyo, Werthein
met with the ambassadors of
Argentina, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica
andthe United States, all of which are
member countries of IICA, to inform
them of negotiations undertaken
during his visit.

In Korea

According to Werthein, "Korea is
interested in increasing its coopera-
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tion with Latin America and the
Caribbean. Itis very interested inthe
area, andfeelsthat Korea's supportto
the region can be channeled more
efficiently through IICA and other
institutions of the inter-American
system."

The visit of the Director of External
Relations to Seoul came shortly after
a high-level mission from the govern-
ment of Korea that spent three weeks
at IICA analyzing new possibilities for
cooperation to support agricultural
reactivation in the region. A second
Korean mission will soon visit [ICA
Headquarters in Costa Rica to hold
further discussions on proposals for
cooperation presented by Werthein.

Government authorities recom-
mended that IICA organize a visit to
Seoul by ministers of agriculture of
the hemisphere, in order to discuss
agriculture and the current state of
agricultural technology in Korea.
They are also studying the possibility
of assigning agricultural specialists
to lICA projects as associate experts.
Werthein announced that the Korean
Institute for Rural Development
Management will offer training
scholarships for technical personnel
from the region.

In a meeting with 1ICA's Director of
External Relations, ambassadors
from Latin America in Seoul, as well
as diplomats from Canada, Portugal
and Spain, offered support for the
agricultural reactivation strategy
being promoted by IICA and for the
negotiations being held with Korea.
Werthein said, "For both visits,
the participation of the embassies
of several member countries
(Argentina, Canada, Chile, Costa
Rica, Mexico and the United States)
was very significant. They support
lICA's efforts and made this very clear
to the ministries of foreign relations
of Japan and Korea."
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Canada Studies New Types of Cooperation

he Director of External

Relations of IICA, Jorge
Werthein, met with national and
provincial officials from Canada to
discuss newtypes of cooperationand
Canada's connection with the plans
and projects included in the Plan of
Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivationin Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC), which is
being coordinated by the Institute.

Accompanied by the IICA Represen-
tative in Canada, Ernani Fiori, Wer-
thein met in Quebec with provincial
representatives, and in Ottawa with
national officials.

He was impressed with how
favorably Canadian authorities have
accepted IICA's proposals for
reactivating agriculture in the Latin
America and the Caribbean.

In Ottawa, he met with officials from
the ministries of foreign relations and
agriculture and the Canadian Inter-

national Development Agency
(CIDA).

While at the ministry of foreign affairs,
he met with Louise Frechette, Assis-
lant Deputy Minister for Latin
America and the Caribbean, and with
other high-ranking diplomats such as
Richard Gorham, ambassador-at-

large for Latin America, and S.
Gooch.

Al the ministry of agriculture he met
with the associate deputy minister of
agriculture, John McGowan and the
director of international affairs of the
same ministry, Allan Gratis. At CIDA
headquarters he met with B. Ross
and C. Lapointe.

With the national authorities, he dis-
cussed Canadian cooperation with
lICA, especially the execution of the
IICA/CIDA Project, the objective of
which s to strengthen IICA's five Pro-
grams, through which it provides
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technical assis-
tance to its 32
member countries.
An important item
on the agenda is
Canada's partici-
pation in the up-
coming meeting of
IICA's Executive
Committee, to take
place in Costa Rica
from August 27-30.

He also visited the
International De-
velopment Re-
search  Centre
(IDRC), where he
discussed new
types of coope-
ration targeting

rural women. A
meeting was also

held with M. O'Neil, president of the
North-South Institute, a non-govern-
mental institution promoting devel-
opment and peace, to discuss
possible links with IICA.

IN QUEBEC

While in Quebec, he visited the minis-
try of international relations, Where he
met with the Director General of the
Bureau for Latin America and the
Antilles, Dennis Garvis. Atthe ministry
of agriculture and food, he met with
Guy Beaudoin and Jean Hebert.

He also met with the deputy minister of
higher education and science, Marce|
Gilbert and other representatives of
the academic community, including
dean of the school of agriculture of the
University of Laval, Marc Trudel;
Marie Francis Labrecque, a Specialist
in"the field of women's affairs and
development; and with Secretary gen-
eral of the Inter-American University
Organization, Pierre Van Der Donckt.

The Director of External Relations
reported that areas of Cooperation

agreed upon include scholarships for
post-graduate studies, as well as
short-term scholarships lasting one to
three months, for specialized re-
fresher courses for technical person-

nel from Latin America and the Carib-
bean.

Consultants from the ministry of agri-
Culture and Laval and McGill Universi-
ties will provide support to different
Projects included in the PLANLAC.
Provincial agencies will provide sup-
port in the Preparation of audiovisual

materials related to agricultural reacti-
vation.

The' Inter-American University Or-
ganization will send a mission to IICA

!“?adquarters soon to discuss future
loint projects.




Forum ;

Expectations and Optimism for Agriculture and
Development in Latin America and the Caribbean

Carlos Pomareda (*)

he opportunities and difficulties involved in achieving

development in Latin America and the Caribbean
(LAC) are numerous, and increasing. We must face them
with optimism, with trust in our capabilities, while calling for
reciprocity in international relations. Optimism spurs us on
to achieve economic development, based on a reactivation
of production with special emphasis on agriculture.
Agriculiure is singled out not only because of its potential
for generating economic activity through intersectoral
relations, but also because the problems of rural poverty
must be dezlt with immediately and there is a critical need
{o establish an acceptable level of food security.

The couniries are facing a considerable challenge and
cerizin basic tasks must be addressed immediately. A
careful examination is being made of the State structure and
its czpzbility 1o lead a viable and sustained development
process. Most of the countries are currently involved in this
process and are proceeding to adopt the necessary
measures for change, as quickly and thoroughly as their
socizl 2nd economic conditions and the political juncture
zllow. The general trend inthe region is towards a State that
orients development, that interferes lessthaninthe pastand
thzt is more able to mobilize the population. The task is
monumental, paricularly the endeavors to make public
institutions efficient and to create new forms of organization
with the full participation of those segments of the general
population that are truly committed to achieving social
objectives.

The reestablishment of democratic systems has been
recognized as the first basic step for redefining the role of
the State, for developing new means of participation for
the population, and for reorienting public spending and
investments. Greater equilibrium is being sought between
defense spending and social security; general subsidies and
protectionist measures that serve the interests of the private
sector elite are being reduced; and strategic public
investment programs, fundamentally geared to training
human capital and encouraging private investment, are
being designed. The emerging democratic processes,

however, must be based on firm action and run the risk of
being temporarily unpopular, which happens when
measures are taken to bring about the necessary and
profound changes. The interesting alliances and social
pacts growing out of this process deserve the highest praise.

Achieving sustained development requires financial
resources thatthe countries have begunto secure in several
ways: some progress has been made in reducing the
external debt through the countries' individual negotiations
and the collective pressure of LAC. A different spirit is
already evidentinthe negotiations. Efforts have been made
to trim public spending, as part of the painful commitement
acquired by many countries in structural adjustment
programs, which unfortunately have had a more negative
impact on the poorest of the poor. Steps have been taken
to reform tax systems to establish more equitable power
structures based less on capital accumulation. There
seems to be a more positive attitude toward the opening up
of international trade, the elimination of barriers, primarily
tariff barriers, and more efficient management of exchange
rates. This process is carried out with a certain amount of
skepticism, however, and rightfully so, because in order for
it to work, there must be reciprocity among countries. This
challenge is most evident in the operations of the financial
transaction system, which must operate in such away as to
promote production investments, to make access to credit
more democratic, and to stem capital flight, a problem of
significant proportions in the region.

(*) Ph.D. Agricultural Economics. Director of IICA's
Program I: Agricultural Policy Analysis and Planning
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Itis apparentthat very few, if any, countries of the region still
expect to achieve development in economic anq techno-
logical isolation. This has clearly become a thing of t.he
past. Nevertheless, the dilemma still exists of how tq strike
a balance between the opening of trade and financial op-
portunities in international markets and growth with qulty
athome. Fortunately, progress is being made in designing
adevelopment style that can be adopted by each country,
which allows for appropriate weight to be given to the two
components of the model, in accordance with the needs
and potential of each country.

This balance must be achieved in light of the risks that arise
from not participating in the international transfer of
technology; trade of commodities, inputs and services, and
the growing flow of capital; and from the understanding that

participation in international markets benefits only a limited
few.

More needs to be known about social-entrepreneurial or-
ganization in the production sectors so that articulation of
the two will lead to a politically sustainable domestic
economic structure and competitiveness on international
markets. With regard to articulation among production
sectors as one of the pillars of the development model, the
role of farmers is central, although more so in some
countries and regions of the countries than in others.

Mention should be made of the fact that intersectoral
relations have been strengthened as a result of the
industrialization of the agricultural sector. In addition,
important industries, principally food, beverages, leather,
fobacco and timber, have been created. Although they
have a large import component, they can contribute greatly
1o economic reactivation if agricultural and agroindustrial
producers share acommon platformin theirtrade relations.
It is also necessary that changes in the agrarian structure
include moving away from the two-tiered structure that
characlerizes the rural sector.

in spite of doubts and uncertainty, there is growing interest
in participating in international markets. It should be keptin
mind that behind good political intentions for achieving a
more just international order, there lie private interests and
business needs that can lead 1o political decisions with
serious repercussions on enterprises and organizations
most active in international markets.

Therefore, the challenge lies, once again, in adopting a
strategy that is in tune with the modern times, that is, a
business strategy and a national strategy for sustained
growth, based on the capacity to change, to upgrade
technology and 1o diversify and to spread out risks.

As far as expectations are concerned, recent changes in
Eastern Europe, the unification of Western Europe in 1992,
and the rapprochement among the countries of the Pacific
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are, forthe moment, the most qbvious occurrences thatuy
bring about changes in the international areng. Othg
unforeseen events can take place and redefine circumr
stances. Forthisreason, the recent cha.nges are eSpecia”"
important: they constitute additional points of reference fo);
adjusting the development style a'nd for reachinga decision
on the balance between domestic and Internationg| inter.
ests. Many other domestic and international changes ¢
stilloccur, so we must have a development style thz; allows
for adaptation, while not expecting that everything can be
changed again.

The important thing to consider in the internationa| context
isthat, in additionto considering the size of markets (the first
interpretation followingthe openingup of Eastern European
trade), the significance of technological, economical ang
financial interrelations should be assessed and understood
within the framework of worldwide business and politica|
relations.

Changes at the world level also imply that LAC is seen
differently by the international community and that in
competitive world we may seem to be at a comparative
disadvantage, as compared to other regions of interest to
developed countries.

Finally, mention should be made of the political-trade alli-
ances being formed among countries, with a view to com-
plementing comparative advantages and strengthening
their position in world negotiations. LAC must weigh and
take measures that will enable it to act as a group since, in
the long term, this will be more effective than individual
actions. The process of integration in LAC and in the
subregions is of critical importance and requires increased
efforts. In order to achieve effective cooperation and
integration, serious thought must be given to proposals that

have been implemented Previously, but with relatively little
success.

We must achieve a real political commitment based on the
conviction that technological, trade and financial relations
are atthe basis of agreements made by the private sectors
of the countries to bring about effective integration. Simi-
larly, the countries must harmonize their policies in an effort
to foster private sector relations,



In Central America and the Dominican Republic:

[ICA to Strengthen Rurgl Settlements

T hrough a multinational project,
[ICA will help strengthen and
consolidate rural settlements in the
central American Isthmus and the
Dominican Republic.

The goal of the project is to make
these setllements capable of meeting
the challenges of a highly competitive
economic context. It also seeks to
modernize the public institutions and
agrarian institutes involved in
agriculture and associated with the
settlements.

IICA's Proposal is part of the efforts of
the Training and Study Program on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Develop-
ment for the Central American
Isthmus and the Dominican Republic
(PRACA).  This is one of the
multinational projects included in the
Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC).

The Project was approved by the
Regional Council for Agricultural
Cooperation in Central America,

Mexico, Panama and the Dominican
Republic (CORECA), the Inter-
Institutional Group of the Agricultural
Sector and the U.N. Special Program
of Economic Cooperation for Central
America (PEC).

A PEC meeting is scheduled to be
held in September, at which time the
proposal will be submitted to donor
countries, which have shown interest
in funding it.

Headquarters

Deputy Director General
Represents IICA at OAS Assembly

T he Deputy Director General of
the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture, L. Harlan
Davis, attended the General
Assembly of the Organization of
American States, held in Paraguay
from June 4-8, where he informed the
Assembly of actions taken by IICA to
revitalize the agricultural sector and
reactivate the economies of the
region.

Davis submitted IICA's Annual Report
1o the Assembly, emphasizing the
Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC), which was
approved by the ministers of agricul-

lure of the hemisphere in October
1989,

In" explaining the new proposals,
Which seek 1o revitalize and
modernize the agricultural sector and
thus reactivate the economies of Latin
America and the Caribbean, he stated

that the countries should give greater
emphasis to the sector, considering
the comparative advantages of
agriculture and its impact on
generating employment, improving
per capita income and boosting
exports.

In his address to the Assembly, Davis
reported on progress being made in
organizing the next Inter-American

Conference of Ministers of Agriculture

(ICMA), which will be held
concurrently with the next meeting of

the Inter-American Board of Agricul- £=
ture - IICA's highest governing body - |
in Spain in 1991. Davis focused on |

IICA's efforts to strengthen its

relations with other agencies of the |2
inter-American system, especially the &

Inter-American Development Bank

(IDB). IICA's projects with the govern- &

ment of Canada and the European
Economic Community, especially in
Central America, were also high-
lighted in the report to the Assembly.

L. Harlan Davis
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President, Rafael A. Calderon.

Senior IICA officials meet with Chilean representatives attending the inauguration of Costa Rican

Chilean Delegation to Presidential
Inauguration in Costa Rica Visits IICA

he Minister of the Interior,

Enrique Krauss Rusque, and
the Deputy Secretary of Foreign
Relations, Edmundo Vargas Carrefio,
who represented the government of
Patricio Aylwin at the inauguration of
Costa Rica's new governmenton May
8, visited IICA Headquarters along
with the ambassador of Chile, Jaime
Moreno Laval.

The Chilean delegation was wel-

comed by the Director General,
Martin E. Pifieiro and other Institute
officials, including the Director of
External Relations, Jorge Werthein,
and Manuel Otero, General
Coordinator of the Plan of Joint
Action for Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

Krauss stressed the role of
integration in solving agricultural

problems in the region, an Opinion
echoed by Vargas. Pointing oyt that
Chile has a long tradition of working
for integration, Krauss stated that -R
there is to be integration in Latin
America, in economic terms, the first
thing we must do is achieve Some
degree of parity among the
economies."

He was emphatic insayingthat "thig is
the only way integration will eyer
really take place.”

When he learned of [ICA's efforts to
strengthen agricultural integration in
Latin America, through the
PLANLAC, he said, "we feel that
efforts made internationally to
increase the level and quality of
agricultural production are very
important.”

Inregard to agriculture, he stated that
Chile is very interested in phytosani-
tary regulations on exports. He em-
phasized the need to strengthen the
small- and medium-size sectors of
agroindustry "to see that they too
benefit from exports."

IICA and CELATER Sign Agreement

Ageneral iechnical cooperation
agreement signed recently by
the Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture (lICA)
and the Latin American Center for
Rural Technology and Education
(CELATER) contains proposals for
activities aimed at promoting the
development of rural agroindustry in
Latin America and the Caribbean.

One of the most impontant areas in
which the organizations will work is in
the preparation of siudies on rural
development in general, and rural
agroindustry in particular.
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According to the document signed by
the Director General of [ICA, Martin E.
Pifieiro, andthe Director of CELATER,
Enrique Castellanos, joint efforts will
be made in conducting research, and
indisseminating and transfering agro-
industrial technology to boost rural
development. The two-year agree-
ment calls for training human re-
sources in matters related to agroin-
dustry, and disseminating training
materials,

CELATER, headquartered in Colom-
bia, is a non-governmental organiza-
tion well known for its activities to

Provide training and to disseminate
ruraltechnology. Together with lICA, it
has been successful in publishing
documents, holding technical consul-
tation meetings and organizing
courses related to agroindustry.

IICA and CELATER have been exe-
cuting a project to strengthen the
Appropriate Technology Network for
Rural  Agroindustrial  Development
(RETADAR), which facilitates the
exchange of information, technology
and food strategies, and promotes
agroindustry.




Vice President of
Honduras Calls for
Increased Integration

uring a visit to lICA Headquar-
D ters in mid-May, the First Vice
President of Honduras, Jacobo
Hernandez, urged that the integra-
tion process in Central America be
strengthened "now that the political
climateis better for efforts to promote
economic development and social
well-being" in the region.

In a meeting with the Director
General of IICA, Martin E. Pifieiro,
the vice president added that there
are excellent opportunities for
integration in Central America, which
should be promoted at the highest
political and economic levels.
Accompanied by the Honduran
ambassador to Costa Rica, Edgardo
Sevilla, Hernandez explained that
agriculture can benefit greatly from
integration, and that “joint and
coordinated actions" will help
develop the sector and contribute to
economic reactivation in the region.

The Honduran vice president
showed great interest in the Plan
of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivationin Latin America andthe
Caribbean (PLANLAC), which is
being coordinated by IICA.

Central America:
Integration Strategy for Development Analyzed

I n May, the Permanent

Secretariat of the General
Treaty on Central American
Economic Integration (SIECA)
brought together Costa Ricans
from the public and private sectors
atlICA Headquarters to discuss an
integration strategy for develop-
ment in Central America.

The event was organized by
SIECA, and was the last in a series
of meetings held in the capitals of
the countries of the region to study
a strategy document produced by
the Secretariat. Marco Antonio
Villamar, Secretary General of
SIECA, said, "We want to promote
anopen and frank dialogue among
all the sectors which in one way or
another are involved in the search

] i

for economic and social developmentin
our countries."

IICA's Assistant Deputy Director
General for Operations, Alfonso
Cebreros, agreed that the current
context is favorable for working together
to solve common problems, in an effort
to facilitate economic reactivation in the
region. Cebreros explained that [ICA is
coordinating the execution of the Plan of
Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation
in Latin America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC), which contains a
component devoted specifically to
Central America, and involves the
execution of multinational programs and
projects. It aims to help the countries to
achieve equitable and sustainable
economic development.

An integration
strategy  for
.| development in
Y Central America
T Q was discussed
: / . in Costa Rica in
the Jast of a
series of meet-
ings organized
by SIECA.

han o T T TR w——
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Book on Technical Progress and Economic

Structure Available at [ICA

I n a meeting in early May which

brought together Costa Rican
economists from the public and
private seclors, the book "Progreso
Técnico y Estructura Econémica;
Dimensién Interna y Comercio Inter-
nacional" was officially released at
IICA Headquarters.

Distinguished members of the
academic community and the
Director of IICA's Agricultural Policy
nalysis and Planning Program,

Carlos Pomareda, participated in a
panel moderated by Martin E.
Pifeiro, the Director General of
IICA.

The book contains 12 papers
presented during the Seventh Latin
American Meeting of the

Econometrics Society, held from
August 2-5, 1988 in Costa Rica
where meeting participants pre-
sented more than 150 papers on
different aspects of economics.

Scholarships for IICA Officials

T he graduate school of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture will
grant scholarships to IICA officials on an
annual basis to participate in the
certificate program of the International
Development Institute.

The programs available for next year
concern project analysis, management
of information systems and interna-
tional administration of development.
These scholarships are beingoffered as
part of the technical cooperation agree-
trpent signed by IICA and this institu-
ion.
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Programs on the March

PROCIANDINO Extended to 1995

l N a decision reached by the governments of Bolivia. In the 1990s, participating countries plan to expand Coop-

Colombia ador, Peru and Venezuela, the eration to include the exchange of experiences on Crops

Poperative Agricultural Research Program for the Andean and livestock of the Andean highlands, dual-pumose
Subregion (PROCIANDINO) was extended to 1995. livestock and soil conservation.

The Program operates through national agricultyrg re-
searchinstitutions, and has the support of the ministrieg of
agriculture of the five countries, IICA, the Board of the

A\ Cartagena Agreement and
other agencies involved in
agriculture.

PROCISUR
Initiates a New Stage

.....
strument for integration in the area of
- -

neratinn and trancie
ieralion ang transfer

agriculturalresearch institutions of the coun-
tries.

ol ICA's Technology Generation and
ram, Eduardo Trigo, stated that this

. It supports projects dealing with corn and
rice, wheat, soybeans, beef cattle, biotechnology, fruit

and vegetable production, technology transfer and
technology for smal farmers, human resource

uncil of Directors did not take

. 1 Col
place until April 24-25 in Montevideo, Uruguay.

€ aooed that one of the most important aspects of this development, seed technology, forage evaluation, soil
change is that the PROCISUR countries will now be able management and conservation bi°'°9i03,‘ cor;lrol.
1o program and project their activities, which represents a production systems and socioecc;nomic&

slep lorward and brings the region into line with others

whéere this 1ype of mechanism already exists. A document explainin,

g allof the projects is currently being
Prepared for presentation to funding agencies.
Involving Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and

Uruguay, PROCISUR is one of the initiatives for the South- lICA has already bequn
ern Area contained in the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural such as the Inter-Americ
Reactivation in Latin America and the Caribbean International Fund for
(PLANLAC) and the European Eco

seeking support from institutions
an Development Bank (IDB), the
Agricultural Development (IFAD),
nomic Community (EEC).

Its objective is 1o foster ongoing cooperation, reciprocal
suppont and integraled action among the national
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Latin America and the Caribbean:

geminar on Agricultural Modernization

fficlals fromthe public sectors of

the reglon and representatives
of International organizations
attended a high-level seminar on the
modernization of agriculture in Latin
America and the Caribbean, held
fromMay 23-25in Viha delMar, Chile,

puring the meeting, sponsored by
IICA and the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA), a
prcsonmlion was made on findings of
eight studies on agricultural
subsectors that achieved sustained
growth as the result of the
modernization efforts.

In an effort to understand factors
contributing to the modernization of
specific subsectors in Latin America
and the Caribbean, |ICA studied fruit
growing in Chile; dairy farming and
the dairy industry in Costa Rica;
poultry farming in Peru; fruit and
vegetable production in Mexico;

grains In Argentina; soybeans In Brazil;
flowors In Colombla; and shrimp In
Ecuador. Economic incentive policies,
the structure of domestic and foreign
markets, technology, the organization of
assoclations, business management
and fundingwere identified as key deter-
mining factors.

In addition to the studies, participants
also analyzed intersectoral linkages and
the multiplier effects of these processes
onthe rest of the economy. The subject
of agricultural modernization is of spe-
clal importance in the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean, which are
trying to get back on the path of eco-
nomic growth and development. To this
end, IICA is coordinating the execution
of the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC). This proposal,
the preparation of which was coordi-
nated by IICA, emphasizes multilateral
action as the means for solving common

r———————

problems of agriculture through
hemispheric and subregional pro-
grams and projects.

The results of the seminar will be
published in a document to be pre-
pared by IICA's Program |: Agricul-
tural Policy Analysis and Planning.

A training seminar was held from
May 28 - June 7 in Asuncion,
Paraguay, attended by professionals
from Argentina, Brazil, Chile,

Paraguay and Uruguay. The goal of
the event was to study the impact of
changes in the international context,

national development strategies and
macroeconomic policies on the

performance of the agricultural

seclor.

The activity was organized by IICA
and the Economic Development
Institute (EDI) of the World Bank, and
brought together senior technical
personnel from the ministries of
agriculture, planning and finance,
central banks, and semi-official
institutions involved in the design,
- analysis and execution of policies
- alfecting agriculture.

Southern Area:

Seminar on Macroeconomic and Sectoral
Policies and Agriculture

Specialists from [ICA's Program |
(Agricultural Policy Analysis and
Planning), explained that the seminar
improved the ability of the participants
to prepare, execute and adjust
economic policies and agricultural
investment programs, at a time when
the countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean are re-assessing the role
agriculture can play in their
development strategies.

The meeting was broken down into
seven components, dealing with the
following subjects: the international,
regional and national economic
outlook; elements of macroeconomic

analyses; agricultural policies;
programming investments; eco-
nomic policy analysis methods; and
an operating framework for
designing a national system to
provide training on agricultural
policy analysis.

Itis hoped that the professionals will
contribute to upgrading investment
programs so that they respond to
the current needs of the countries,
and to evaluating the need for
institutional changes in light of their
countries' economic, social and
environmental objectives.
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Eduardo Lindarte, an IICA specialist, participated in the seminar on strategic planning and

management of agricultural research

In Southern and Andean Areas:
Improved Management of Agricultural

Research Sought

O ne of the objectives of aregional
course-workshop held recently
in Quito, Ecuador was to update and
expand knowledge related to the
management and administration of

agricultural research. This meeting,
which was attended by officials of
institutions from the countries of the
Andean and Southern Areas, was
organized by Ecuador's National Agri-

.

cultural Research Institute (|N|Ap)
with technical and financial SUPDOHI
fromlICA,theInternationalSer\,icmOr -
National  Agricultural Research
(ISNAR) and FAOQ.

Eduardo Lindarte, a technology gen.
eration and transfer specialist at |0z
underscored the importance of map.
agement in agricultural research as 5
means of improving institutional effi-
ciency.

He stated thatin recent decadesthere
has been considerable growth in the
region in terms of research ang .i
technology transfer, and that today
there are some 10 to 15,000
agricultural researchers and between
20 and 30,000 people specializing in
technology transfer.

Because of the crisis, however,
governments have had to cut back
their economic assistance, which
means that such activities must
become more efficient.

W ith the establishment of a

‘¥ committee and a council to
direct its actions, an ambitious

program to strengthen research on
basic grains in Central America
began operations in June.

With US$12 million from the Euro-
pean Economic Community, the
Regional Program to Strengthen
Agricultural Research on Basic
Grains aims 1o improve the efficiency
of institutions working on research
and technology generation related to
corn, beans, rice and sorghum.
Representatives fromthe countries of
the area, meeting in Costa Rica from
June 7-8 in the first joint meeting of
the Program, officially established a
committee that will coordinate
agricultural research and extension
services, and the scientific council.

The meeting, held at IICA Headquar-
ters, was attended by the directors of
the agricultural research and
extension institutes of Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras,
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Central America:

EEC-funded Program on Basic
Grains Begins Operations

Nicaragua and Panama. Also
present were representatives from
the EEC, the Tropical Agriculture
Research and Training Center
(CATIE), the Nutrition Institute of
Central America and Panama
(INCAP), the International Maize and
Wheat Improvement Center
(CIMMYT), the International Center
for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) and
lICA.

IICA is responsible for the technical
and financial administration of the
program andthe Regional Council for
Agricultural Cooperation in Central
America, Mexico, Panama and the
Dominican Republic (CORECA) is
responsible forexecuting it. IICA also
participates through its Technology
Generation and Transfer Program.

Meeting participants decided that the
Program should be directed at the
owners of small family farms, who
produce most of the basic grains,

especially corn andbeans, inthe area. - |

One of the resolutions of the meeting
calls for the creation of a committeeto
link research and agricultural
extension. This committee is to be
made up of one, orin some cases, Wo
representatives of each country in
Central America, and the Director of -
IICA's Program I, Eduardo Trigo- =
Members of the scientific council réP-
resent CATIE, IICA, INCAP, CIMMYT
and CIAT.
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France t.o_Train lICA Specialists in
Harmonizing Agricultural Policies

n the basis of experience gained in i
O Common Agricultural Policy in Europe, tr?gi/:)ilr:ri‘sgtr;r:ﬁ
Foreign Relations of France, through its Directorate of
Scientific and Technical Cooperation for the Americas will
fund activities to train specialists from the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) in
harmonizing agricultural policies.

A first group of experts from [ICA's Program | (Agricultural
Policy Analysis and Planning) received grants to participate
in a course taught by French experts at the headquarters of
the European Economic Community in Brussels from June
17 to July 1.

The support offered to IICA by the French government
comes under a cooperation agreement signed by both
parties for improving agricultural and rural development in
Latin America and the Caribbean. Carlos Pomareda,
Director of Program |, described the French support as “very
valuable" because it provides the experts with know-how
and experiences that will later be of great use in regional

{ projects.
i

The specialists who received the training are involved in a
project in Barbados to design strategies for policy analysis,

planning and the administration for agricultural
developmentinthe Caribbean. They also manage a project
in Colombia on regional policies for agriculture in the
Andean region, and one in Guatemala to operate a joint
IICA/SIECA work unit.

Officials Trained in Use
of Data Base on Coffee

fficials from coffee-related institutions in the member
countries of the Cooperative Program for the

Protection and Modernization of Coffee Cultivation in
Mexico, Central America, Panama and the Dominican
Republic (PROMECAFE) recently attended a course on the
management and use of adatabase oncoffee (REDCAFE).

This activity, sponsored by PROMECAFE, was held at the
Tropical Agriculture Research and Training Center (CATIE)
in Turrialba, Costa Rica from April 23 - May 18.

At the conclusion of the course, the coordinators of coffee
documentation centers in Costa Rica, Dominican Republic,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico and Nicaragua
also met. Throughthese activities, PROMECAFE hopes to
link REDCAFE up with other countries and institutions in
ordertotapthe wealth of information on coffee stored intheir
information systems.

Action in the Countries

IICA Office in Grenada Celebrates Tenth Anniversary

he [ICA Office in

Grenada recently
celebrated its tenth
anniversary by sponsoring
several activities and
publishing a brochure on
IICA's work in this
Caribbean nation.

In 1980, Grenada was the
first nation of the eastern
Caribbean to join IICA.
Later, when more nations
from the subregion joined,
a strategy was formulated
for developing multina-
tional projects in the
eastern Caribbean.

Franz Alexander, IICA
Representative in Grenada.

Grenada is currently involved in three projects for that
subregion andinfive forthe Caribbean Area, underthe Plan
of Joint Action for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America
and the Caribbean (PLANLAC). The projects receive
support from CARICOM's regional agricultural programme
and from the agricultural diversification programme of the
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS).

On the occasion of the anniversary, Martin E. Pifeiro,
Director General of IICA, congratulated IICA's staff in
Grenada and Franz Alexander, IICA Representative in the
country. Inhis message, Pifieiro emphasized that the lICA,
CARICOM and OECS initiatives are part of a strategy to
modernize and reactivate agriculture in the Caribbean. He
added that in the coming decade a new and dynamic
program of technical cooperation will aim to improve the
quality of life in Grenada and the rest of the region.
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Edmundo Gastal Library Inaugurated

BIRLIOTECA =
EDMUNDO DA

n a ceremony held recently in
I Brasilia, the Brazilian Agricultural
Research Agency (EMBRAPA)
inaugurated a library bearing the
namo of the late director of the
Cooperative Program for Agricultural
Rosearch in the Southern Cone
(PROCISUR), Edmundo Gastal.
Altending the ceremony were family
members, authorities and representa-
tives of IICA.

Gaslal, who was known as the "framer
and leader" of PROCISUR, passed
away on February 5, leaving behind
more than 80 research papers and
numerous published articles on agri-
cultural economics, planning, admini-
stration of research and scientific
methods, which his family donated to
the library.

The then president of EMBRAPA,
Carlos Magno Campos da Rocha,
called Gastal's contributions to agri-
cultural research invaluable and
praised the leadership he brought to
PROCISUR.

Mexico and Guatemala Request IICA's
Support for Bilateral Commission

elegates from Mexico and Gua-

temala on the bilateral Agri-
culture and Forestry Subcommission
requested [ICA's support in
strengthening this integration
instrument, the goal of which is to
revitalize agricultural trade and
technological relations among the
two countries.

The request was made at the conclu-
sion of a meeting held recently in
Antigua, Guatemala, attended by
representatives of the Secretariat for
Agriculture and Water Resources of
Mexico (SARH) and the Ministry of
Agriculture, Livestock and Food of
Guatemala.
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In making the request, the members of
the subcommission indicated that
IICA can make a valuable technical
contribution to consolidating this
newly created mechanism for integra-
tion, at a time when efforts are being
made in the region to modernize and
revitalize the agricultural sector. Inthe
same vein, IICA is coordinating the
execution of the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC), which contains strate-
gies for Mexico and Central America,
as well as for other regions.

Initsfirst stage, the goal of this effort at
integration between Mexico and Gua-

Jamaica:

[ICA and CARDI Traip
Ministry of Agricultyure
Personnel

pecialists fromthe Caribbegn

Agricultural  Research ang
Development Institute (CARDI)
and IICA recently offered a courgg
on biometrics and agricultura|
economics to personnel of {hg
Jamaican ministry of agriculture,

The ten-week course was aimed
at upgrading the skills of ministry
research personnel. CARDI has
already offered three courses on
biometrics; this was the first to
include talks on agricultural
economics. Course lecturers were
Willian Fielding, an expert in
biometrics with the Overseas
Development Administration of
the United Kingdom (an entity
linked with CARDI), and Thomas
Mulleady, an agricultural
economist with IICA.,

The course was held at the Bodles
Agricultural Research Station in
St. Catherine, and is one of the
actions IICA and CARDI are
carrying out as part of a
cooperation agreement signed in
1989.

temala is to find common ground for
devising a cooperation strategy to
reactivate agriculture, improve the
efficiency of production and
strengtheninter-regionalintegration.

During the meeting, the delegates
identified priority areas for action, in-
cluding animal health and plant pro-
tgction. the strengthening of produc-
tlgn systems in settlements for repa-
triates, rural agroindustry and con-
servation of natural resources, to
which resources from donor
agencies and cooperation and
funding agencies could be
channelled.
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Panama Promotes Agricultural Reactivation

s part of the activities

undertaken by the
government of President
Guillermo  Endara to
promote the reactivation of
the agricultural sector, the
Directorate for International
Cooperation (DICOIl) was
created recently in Panama.
The purpose of the
directorate will be to
coordinate actions with

international and other
cooperation organizations in
an effort to modernize the
sector.

Aware of the contribution a
modern and diversified
agricultural sector can make
to economic reactivation in
the country, local authorities
have devised a strategy for
Same, atatime when lICA is

coordinating the execution of
the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC).

The Minister of Agricultural
Development, Ezequiel
Rodriguez, thanked IICA for
the technical support it
provided in designing and
strengthening the DICOI,

and added that IICA's
presence in Panama will
provide opportunities for the
agricultural sector to be
integrated into efforts in the
region to modernize the
sector, reactivate the
economies and ensure
growth with equity.

Publications '

New Book

on
and Mechanisms for

Investments
Mobilizing

Financial Resources for Agriculture

F. Ciric, C. Pomareda,
R. Vazquez Plaiero
R. Weeb

subject ci
-~ {
ana

MoLHizing inslrl

capital, with er
on the types of
financing used for
agriculiure by interna-
tional banks and
national systems.

The book (in Spanish
only) consists of five
chapters, in which a

brief analysis is made of the economic crisis and adjustment
Process in Latin America and the Caribbean iq the 1980s,
and of their impact on agriculture. It also mclude; an
analysis of the funding mechanisms used by international
development banks, against the backdrop of lhg foreign
debt situation and stabilization and structural adjustment

Programs.

Publication on Access to Markets
and Intraregional Trade

HA®

Program Pa

Service. It analy
the Organization ia;

ment (OECD) underthe General Treéty of Tariffs and Trade

A. de la Ossa &

A. Guerra Borges
lICA Editorial Service
USS$3.00

T

alion and OpP

(GATT), with regard to reducing protectionism, prcqzzclrs\“:

substitutes for natural p

roducts and developing and

applying breakthroughs in biotechnology.

The conditions that should characterize the liberalization of
international agricultural trade and the elimination of

restrictive measures are discussed.
suggested that the revitaliz
depend on the solution of p

integration.

Likewise, it is

ation of international trade will
i roblems hindering subregional
In addition, consideration is given to actions

that can be taken within the context of the Plan of Joint

Actionfor Agricultural Reactiv

Caribbean (PLANLAC).

ationin Latin America and the
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IICA in the News

Viene director del IICA

El Director Gémers|
del Instituto Inwra meri
canode Cooperacibn
pars Ia Agricultura
1ICA. doctor Martin
Pifieiro P_realizars una

Al mismo tiempo, el
doctor Pibeiro soete nird
didlogos acerts de lan
nccionet de coopers 3bn
técnice prieritaries con
que ol TICA spoysrh sl
pals en el corto y me
diono plaxos, en el
marco de uns acclon
estratégics que Inclurd
actividedes anivel
nacionsl, reglonal y
bemisférico

El TICA e ¢l orga

cuenia con 32 palees
miembros

Al ofrecer la Informa
clon, el Secretario de
Agricultora, s grénomo
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Southern Area (CONASUR) by the
ministers of agriculture of the
Southern Cone was given wide
coverage in the press throughout the
hemisphere. Also covered were the
visit of the Director General of IICA to
the Dominican Republic, as was a
meeting of biotechnology experts in
Brazil.
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Coverage of the establishmept of
CONASUR was provided by the inter-
national news agencies Inter Press
Service (IPS) and France Presse
(AFP), and the Argentine newspapers
La Nacion, La Prensa, El Cronista
Comercial, Ambito Financiero, La
Razon and El Clarin.

The meeting of the Inter-American
Study Group of the New Biotechnolo-
gies in Agriculture and Health, organ-
ized by IICA, PAHO, and the National
Genetic Resource Center, a center
attached to the Brazilian Agricultural
Research Agency (EMBRAPA), was
covered by El Correio Braziliense of
Brazil, La Republica of Uruguay, El
Cronista Comercial of Argentina, La
Estrella of Panama and Express of

PIecs

Trinida ~ { TAahnA
I'rinidad and Tobago.
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70, prior to ihe Tenth Regular

g of the Council of Ministers of
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con pares del continente. Otro,

gn
ntro

Upcoming Activitjeg

Meeting to Establish
PROCITROPICOS
July 10 - 11

A meeting will be held in Brasiliz tg {
the Cooperative Program on Research
and Technology Transfer for the South
American Tropics (PROCITROPICOS)
where directors of research an&
technology transfer institutions of Bolivia
Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyap,’
Peru, Suriname and Venezuela v
establish the technical bases of the
program. The participants will reach
agreement on procedures for
cooperation between [ICA and the
countries for signing an agreement that
will serve as the legal basis of the
program. One goal of the meeting is to
encourage the support of other
international organizations and agencies,

oung

Tenth Regular Meeting of the
Executive Committee
August 27 - 30

Representatives i
sitting onthe 129

ihe 12 countries
~x=zcutive Committee
will meet at 1IC~ ~:zcquarters to study
progress made i: “umplying with the
resolutions of the &1, 2 zgular Meeting of
the Inter-American Zoz:d of Agriculture,

«» and to approve, among other things,

adjustments made ir: ar< the extension of
the 1987-1991 Medium Term Plan, which
will govern the Institute's actions until
1993. The General Directorate will
present reports on IICA's Programs, on
the securing of external resources and a
progress repart on the PLANALC. Also to
be discussed will be the topic of the Tenth
Inter-American Conference of Ministers

. of Agriculture, to be held in Spainin 1991,

and the proposal to draw up a new
MediumTerm Plan. The Executive
Committee is composed of twelve
Member States, elected for a two-year
term, according to the principles of partial
rotation and equitable geographic
distribution. The members of the
Committee this year are: Brazil, Canada,
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica,
Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama,
Peru and Trinigad and Tobago.




In opening the First Meeting of the Spocial Commission of Ministors of Agriculture of Cential America, the Prosidont of Hon

(center), stated that the challenge of the 1990s is to make agriculture the driving force behind covelopment in the isthmt
1o right) are the Director General of IICA, Martin E. Pifieiro, and the Ministers of Agriculture or Natura! Resourcos of Foanara
of El Salvador, Antonio Cabrales; of Honduras, Mario Nufio Garnero, of Costa Rica, Juan Ralaol Lizano; of Nicaragus, fob

Socrotary of Agriculture of the Dominican Republic, Jorge Rljo; and Roynaldo Pérez, Secrotary for Coordination of COAE L\ =
was the ministor of agriculture of Guatemala, Carlos do Lodn Prera.
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A News

News Magazine on activitios of the InterAmert:
can Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
(LICA). Published monthly, in separate Spanish
and English editions, by HHCA'S Communica:
tons  Division, Public Information Unit.
Address: P.O.Box 552200 Coronado, Costd
Rica. Cable: ICASANJOSE. Telex: 2
IICA CR, Telephone: 29:0222. Editor
Chiof: Patricia Leon, Editors: Silvia Castilld
and Danilo Jimeénes. Layout: Adela le;
and Danilo Jimenez. English translation al
aditing: Paul Murphy, Susana Raine. Directo!
of External Relations: Jorge Warthein:

The Intor-American Institute for Cooperate®
on Agriculture (11GA) 1s headquartered i Sa
Jose, Costa Rica, It iy the speclalized agency
{or agriculture of the inter-American sysem
It was founded by the governments 0 %
homisphore in 1942 1o encourage, "'°'“fw
and support the efforts made by ity Mt ral
States for agricultural development and N.\
wollbeing. It has 32 member countiies &
12 obsarver countries.
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During the inau?uration, IICA's Director General, Martin E. Pineiro, noted that the meeting of ministers was taking place against the backdrop of
“transcendental” agreements reached at the Jast meeting of Central American presidents.

Central America:

Ministers of Agriculture Set Priorities for Reactivation of Sector

T he ministers of agriculture of Central America, meeting
in Honduras July 18-19, issued a call for the countries
of the isthmus and the agencies working in the region to
focus their attention on harmonizing policies, with a view to
reactivating agriculture in the region, achieving food
security and promoting intra- and inter-regional trade.

During the meeting, the ministers reached agreement on
mechanisms for complying with the mandate of the
Declaration of Antigua, signed by the Presidents of Central
America this June. At that time, they called for coordination
of policies to enable the agricultural sector to assume a
greater role in the economic and social development of the
region.

The meeting was called by the Regional Council for
Agricultural Cooperation in Central America, Mexico,
Panama and the Dominican Republic (CORECA), whose
Secretariat for Coordination is located at I|ICA
Headquarters.  Participants included the ministers of
agriculture of Guatemala, Carlos de Leon Prera; of
Honduras, Mario Nufio Garnero; of El Salvador, Antonio
Cabrales; of Costa Rica, Juan Rafael Lizano; of Nicaragua,
Roberto Rondon Sacasa; of Panama, Ezequiel Rodriguez;
the Deputy Secretary of Agriculture of the Dominican
Republic, Julio Rijo Castillo, and the Director General of
IICA, Martin E. Pifieiro.

- The ministers agreed that agriculture should play a major
roleindevelopmentin Central Americain coming years, and
that current efforts at integration should help the isthmus
- present a united front in its relations with the international
_community, especially as concerns markets for agricultural

commodities.

The CORECA Secretariat for Coordination, which is
headed by Reynaldo Perez, will call meetings of its Execu-
tive and Technical Committees to formalize agreements on
harmonizing agricultural policies.  The forthcoming
ministerial meeting will be heldin El Salvador. Inthe weeks
following the meeting, technical commissions coordinated
by the vice minister of agriculture of each country will
analyze the topic of harmonization, usinga document onthe
subject prepared by IICA and CORECA technical
personnel. The vice ministers will also establish a
mechanism for consultation and discussion with public
sector officials in charge of integration and economic and
industrial policies. To make this possible, close relations
with the ministries of economy are being urged.

The Role of Agencies

The ministers called upon the regional and international
agencies working in the region to coordinate efforts and
resources in support of projects related to the aforemen-
tioned priorities, indicating that these priorities should be
kept in mind by the technical and financial agencies
preparing a portfolio of projects to be submitted at the
Agricultural Sector Meeting of the U.N. Special Program of
Economic Cooperation for Central America (PEC), to be
heldin Nicaragua in late 1990.

In another decision, they requested an extension of the
Project on Technical Assistance for Agricultural Develop-
ment in Central America, known as RUTA II. The Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB) has expressed interest
in increasing its participation in the region through this
project, which means that forthe 1991-1992 period, it would
work together with the governments of Central America.

3
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Reggarding the food security program for the isthmus, which
receives support fromthe European Economic Community,
the ministers instructed the Action Committee in Support of
Economic and Social Developmentin Central America and
Panama (CADESCA) Secretariat, in coordination with
CORECA, to create a second program of this type.

lnan»otherdecision,andconsideringtheIDB'swiIIingnessto
Provide funding, they requested that IICA create a
Cooperative agricultural research program for Central
America, similar to other such successful programs in the

Andean countries (PROCIANDINO) and the Southern
Cone (PROCISUR)

POSITIVE RESULTS

The CORECA Secretary for Coordination, Reynaldo Perez,
stated that the objectives of the ministerial meeting "were
r}c.t only achieved, but also strengthened by the active par-

ticipation of the ministers.

Their decision to adapt the PEC'projects to the Plan for
Economic Action in Central Ame’nca (I_DAECA), formalizeg
during the meeting of presidents in Antigua, §hows that the
relationship between agriculture and economic decisions is
clearly understood.” As it relates to efforts to harmonize
agricultural policies in Central Am.erlca,’the decision of the
ministers to link agricultural policies with-macroeconomia
policies is of the utmost importance.

Perez stated that CORECA made positive strides when the
ministers decided to take a more active role in this forum,
adding that it was almost as if CORECA had become a neyw
mechanism.

He attributes this primarily to the fact that the thinking of par-

ticipating ministers has become more homogeneous, and,
forexample, integration and the role of the public sectorwere
given greater attention.

IICA and CABEI Sign Agreement

W ithin the framework of the
meeting of Central America
minisiers, the Director General of [ICA,

Mariin E. Pineiro, and the Executive  This instrument

e President of the Central American  consolidate

k for Economic Integration
ABEI), Jose Miguel Gaitan, signed a
operation agreement for identifying

institutions.

and preparing agricultural sector
investment programs and projects.

is intended to
agricultural  pre-
investment and investment activities
carried out by regional and extra-
regional institutions, as well as those

S

In Tegucigalpa, the Director General of [ICA and the Execulive President of the CABEI, Rolando
Ramirez, reviewed the joint efforts that will be possible under the agreement signed by both

proposed inthe countries themselves.
Itwillalso support efforts to implement
the programs and projects for Central
America to be conducted under the
Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC).

The signing ceremony was attended
by the Vice President of the Republic
of Honduras, Jacobo Hernandez
Cruz, who stated that the agreement
reflects the mandate of the Central
American presidents, which seeks o
promote regional integration and har-
monize  agricultural policies as @
means of achieving economic and
social development.

This instrument is intended t0
consolidate agricultural pre-
Investment and investment
activities carried out by regional
and extra-regional institutions

Y. L .
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A t the close of this edition of 1ICA

News, final preparations were
being made for the Tenth Regular

Meeting of the IICA Executive
Committee, to be held from August
27-29 this year. Two of the major
items onthe agenda are the proposed
topic for the Tenth Inter-American
Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA) and the proposal
to update IICA's 1987-1991 Medium
Term Plan (MTP).

The Committee, made up this year of

Member States and observer
countries, as well as others from
regional, subregional and interna-
tional organizations and agencies are
expected to attend the meeting.

TOPIC FOR THE ICMA

The Executive Committee will study a
proposal offering "Latin American
and Caribbean Agriculture and the
New International Context of the
Nineties: New Strategy for the Close

Tenth Regular Meeting of IICA
Executive Committee

representatives of Brazil, Canada,
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Dominica, Jamaica, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Panama, Peru and
Trinidad and Tobago, will also review
the status of the resolutions of the
Fifth Regular Meeting of the Inter-
American Board of Agriculture
(IABA), especially those related to
the mandate giventhe Institute by the
ministers of agriculture of the
hemisphere to coordinate the
execution of the Plan of Joint Action
for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

The Director General, Martin E.
Pifieiro, will deliver a report on the
PLANLAC, which proposes modermn-
izing agriculture and linking it with
agroindustry as a means of contribu-
ling to the reactivation of the
economies of the region and
fostering equitable and sustainable
growth. Among others, reports on
lICA activities carried out during
1989, IICA's Programs and the
securing of external resources will
also be submitted to the Committee.
Some fifty representatives of IICA

of the Century" as the topic of the
Tenth ICMA - the most important
sectoral forum at the hemispheric
level, made up of the ministers of
agriculture of the hemisphere -. The
ICMA will be held in 1991 in Madrid,
Spain, concurrent with the Sixth
Regular Meeting of the Inter-
American Board of Agriculture
(IABA).

This topic, which is in complete
consonance with the PLANLAC, will
serve to stimulate discussion on the
needto come up with a new modelfor
modernizing agriculture in Latin
America and the Caribbean and
linking it with industry. The aim is to
achieve a more effective role in the
international economy through
products with greater value added.

Under this topic, consideration would
also be given to the changes taking
place worldwide such as the
formation of economic blocs, the
political reforms in Eastern Europe,
the end of the East-West conflict, and
the outlook for agricultural trade at the
conclusion of the Uruguay Round of

the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT).

Itwould also allow for a re-examina-
tion of current international technical
assistance, which is based on
political and economic conditions
that no longer exist.  Funding
sources, increased requests for
assistance, the emphasis on new
topics and a redefinition of the role of
the State will have to be taken into
account.

With regard to the proposal to update
the 1987-1991 MTP, which involves
extending it to 1993, IICA feels that
this instrument must be brought into
line not only with the priorities and
changes arising from the mandate to
coordinate the execution of the
PLANLAC, but also with the desire
to meet the countries’ technical
cooperation needs in the current
context.

The new proposal contains a
definition of objectives and strategies
for the Institute, priority areas for
technical cooperation activities,
guidelines for organizing the Institute
and an estimate of the resources
needed for implementation.




“Women and Communications” network will be estab-

lished 1o link different public and private institutions in
Central America working with rural women. This effort, the
first of its kind in the region, is sponsored by IICA and the
Swedish International Development Authority (SIDA).

Under the terms of a project between the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture and SIDA, each
country in Central America has a national teamthat has been
trained in producing messages aimed at women and in
effectively using the media and communication techniques.

lICA's Division of Communications will produce a monthly
publication for the network, and the national teams, will
produce similar materials, all of which will offer information
on women and encourage the exchange of materials and
experiences among the different Central American
organizations.

A MATERIALS BANK

The network will foster the creation of a materials bank
(audiovisual materials, radio programs, booklets, slideftape
presentations, posters, etc.) tobe used tofacilitate the analy-
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"Women and Communications"
Network to Link Central America

sis and discussion of the role of women in agriculture and
agroindustry.

Divided into three groups of seven, the members of the
national teams are currently finishing their training under the
IIQA-SIDA project. They are updating or improving their
skills in the production of radio programs aimed at women,
the design and production of printed materials and the
preparation of audiovisual materials.

When they return to their countries, the participants will
organize workshops where they will share the know-how
they acquired during their stay at IICA with members of
dlﬂerentorganizationsworkingwith ruralwomen. Bythe end

of lhis’year, some 120 Central Americaninstitutions willhave
benefitted from training.

Thg Coordinator of the IICA-SIDA project, Yolanda
Inglapna, praised SIDA's contribution to the work IICA is
carrying out with rural women in Central America. In her
opl_nion, this is an excellent example of how a country in
which women constitute an important political and social
1orce‘can contribute to the efforts of institutions dedicatedt0
seeking better overall conditions for women.




This opinion was shared by Omara Soquaira Gardia, head
of the Office of Rural Women's Aftairs of the Center for
Research on Rural and oaal Davelopment (CIPRES) of
Nicaragua. Sequeira said that because the QOUTSes offer
both theoretical and practical information, she now hNas &
clearer picture of the issues QftCng women and has
leamad much about the use of prnted matenals, which wil
make the efforts of the Office of Rural Women's AfaIs more

effective.

Sara Ins Vargas, a rural sociologist from Costa Rica WOIking
in the area of training with the Latin Amencan Inshitute tor
Education in Communications (ILPEC
IICA'S commitment to WOrNInG With rural women over the

. Qalled attention to

OIQRINZANONS WOTRING WT AT WO Y Cantral Amea
"IN QARNON 10 DIOVIINY US WARR ANOW-HOW &N Raohinus
that Wil alow U 10 A0 & Datter D, the QoW haw
pProvided an oppoTtumty or men and women tram Cantral
ANRICA 10 Mea! and exchange XPaiaNRY, and through
the \Women and Communationg Nalivark, 0 maintan
CONIACT With & SOUTTR OF INRIMIAION that Wil Danait all the

A a . (ON ¥ > y [ M
PrORXE PrOVRIRS i Strengthaning tapration amorng the

0

QIQaNIZAtioNe in the area.”

Rural women, who make a vital. but anonymous,
contribution to the economies of Central Amevics,
will soon be able to use communications notonly as
an instrument to participste in production under
more favorable conditions, but also with the
knowledge that their contribution to sociaty is

of great importance.

short term.”

Rural wonen,

long term. In her opinion, this commitment recognizes the
vital contribution these women have always made to
agriculture and reflects the desire to have them participate
in production under more favorable conditions.

Virginia Marnbel Galdamez, from Guatemala's Human
Resources Training Unit of the Ministry of Agricutture,
Livestock and Food, underscored the supportthe ICA-SIDA

A SINNAT ODINION WaS axpressad Dy Norma Eia Maja, o
HONTUEAS, WHO IS the Co0rainator of the Women's EReaton
Program of the Chnstian Development Commisson. "ot
HONGIAS, baing abke to share our thoughts With the
oountnes that have workad with women tor & ing ik, SUch
&S Costa Rica and Nicaragua, has been a vary vaadk
xpenance. We ¢an NOW aDDIY NRAW aDHIOAChaS 10 AW
WOIK, and by COMBINING this wath the AnOWRIgR gaind D)
the national teams through the raining COWNeY, We will be
QIR 0 strengthen the offorts of QU AIPANIZANANS Qver the

make a wtal, dut anonymau

contnbution 10 the acononias of Cantral Amenca, will Soon

De QLI 10 USE COMAMUNICARANS NOL AN &S an Instrument

panicipate in proguction under more favorable conaitions
but also with the knowiadge that thair contndution 0 Soael
1S of greatimpontance. The role of women in rural areas has
long been underestimatad.

Thairt Work IS nOt Amatad o

domestic chores: they are also involvad in Ry aspects of

agncultural production, which include canng for seadbeds
planting and raising crops, harvesting, and DIOCOSSING
certain graing, such as cotfee.
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The principal objective of a
cooperation agreement recently
signed in Asuncion between the
Inter-American Institute for
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)
and the United Nations Development
Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and the
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock
of Paraguay is to facilitate the
conditions that will make it possible
for rural Paraguayan women 1o
participate equitably in production.

The document was signed by the
lICA Representative, Luis Carlos
- | Pannunzio; the Resident Coordina-

| torof the United Nations, Hans Kurz;
the Minister of Agriculture and Live-
slock, Hernando Bertoni; the Minister
of External Relations, Luis Maria
; and the Executive Secretary

. L ~

Development Promoted for
Rural Women in Paraguay

of the National Committee for External
Coordination and Technical
Assistance (CONCATE), Fedenco
Mandelburger.  The Director of
Southern Area Operations, Carlos
Rucks, also attended the ceremony.

The project will promote active and
organized participation of rural women
in the decision-making process and in
the development of production
activities. A training component is
included which will equip rural women
1o develop know-how, capabilities and
skills related to production techniques
and food processing, as well as to the

adnunistration and management of
small production enterprises

Through this agreament, IICA wil
axpand its area of action with nural
women to Paraguay, at a time when
the Institute is doveloping similat
achvities in other counties, with
Support from UNIFENL. The Institute,
through its Qrganization and
Administration tor Rural Develop
ment Program, has desighed &
conceptual and oparating tramowon |
10 boost the participation of mral |
Women in its programs and projets. |




Rural life:

Artists from Bolivia, Jamaica, Peru and

Colombia winners in IICA Painting Contest

Members of the international panel (from left to right), Eduardo Faith, Guillermo Nunez and
Elfnedz Bissember, judged 47 paintings from 25 Member States.

he winners of the painting con-

test on rural life, sponsored by
the Inter-American Institute for Coop-
eration on Agriculture (IICA) and the
Commission of the Quincentennial of
the Discovery of America “The Meet-
ing of Two Worlds,"” were Mario Coro-
nado Orellana, of Bolivia; Leghorn
Coghile, of Jamaica; Mauro Leandro
Aquino, of Peru; and German Toloza
Hernandez, of Colombia, who won
first, second, third and fourth prize,
respectively.

The members of the international
panel, who judged 47 paintings se-
lected earlier by national judges in
IICA's 32 member countries, were
Guillermo Nuhez, of Chile; Elfrieda
Bissember, of Guyana; and Eduardo
Faith, of Costa Rica.

Nunez is a distinguished painter
whose works can be found in muse-
ums in Europe, the United States,
Latin America and Asia. In additionto
being a professor, he was also the
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director the Museum of Contemporary
Art in Santiago, Chile. Bissember,
who is a graduate of English acade-
mies, teaches art history. Since 1983,
Faith has been the director of the
museums of Costa Rica's Central
Bank: the Pre-Colombian Gold Mu-
seum, the Numismatic Museum and
the Art and Pre-Colombian Ceramic
Collections.

THE WINNING PAINTINGS

Mario Coronado won the US$2000
firstprize for his oil painting entitled "La
Riada.” In the opinion of the judges,
the painting is "a charming and poetic
porirayal of the campesino's conflicts
with nature.”

They added that the work "“is very
authentic" and that "its spontaneity
transmits a feeling of strength which
breaks with the stereotypes typically
associated with rural art.”

Jamaican artist Leghorn Coghile et
awarded the US$1000 second Prize
for his painting entitled "Women: T
ditions and Customs in Rural Lifg»
which "expresses with confidenc,
lyricism and fantasy the importance o;
women in rural life.”

The US$750 third prize was awardeg
to Mauro Leandro Aquino, of Peru, for
his work entitled "Cosecha de Maiz "
According to the judges, the outstang-
ing feature of this work is the "classic
and allegoricaltreatment, rootedinthe
Latin American muralist tradition,
which bestows a certain dignity upon
the subject.”

German Toloza Hernandez was
awarded the US$500 fourth prize for
his painting entitled "Iméagenes de mi
Vereda: La Tachuela." This work
"offers a more artistic view of rural life.
By using symbolic elements rather
than figurative ones, it re-creates the
atmosphere of a country village froma
contemporary point of view."

HONORABLE MENTIONS

John Benjamin, of Grenada, received
an honorable mention for his water-
color painting entitled "Height of
Shango Ceremony." Leon Goring, of
Guyana, and Joseph Gracia, of Haiti
were also granted honorable men-
tions.

IICA and the Commission of the Quin-
centennial sponsored this contest,
which involved artists from the entire
hemisphere, in order to create greater
interest on the part of the artistic
community and the population as @
whole in different aspects of rural life in
Latin America and the Caribbean:
small-scale farmers, young people
and women, forms of production and
customs and traditions.




Pineiro Attends Presidential
Inauguration in Colombia

O n August 7, the Director General
of lICA, Martin E. Pifeiro,
attended the ceremony in which
Cesar Gaviria was swom in as the
new president of Colombia. While in
Bogota, Pifieiro met with political and
economic authorities to discuss the
international context and how it will
affect strategies for agricultural
reactivation in the region.

Among other topics, they discussed
reforms in Eastern Europe, the
formation of trading blocs, renewed
efforts at integration in Latin America
and the Bush initiative for the
Americas, which was the subject of
discussion at a round table
sponsored by the Latin American
Integration Association (ALADI).
Pineiro was invited to attend the
event along with other dignitaries
including Enrique Iglesias, President
of the Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB).

In his meeting with newly installed
authorities of the agricultural sector,
the Director General reviewed IICA
technical cooperation in Colombia,
which for the past year focused on
supporting agencies such as the
Agricultural Sector Planning Office
(OPSA), the National Renewable
Natural Resources Institute
(INDERENA) and the Colombian
Agrarian Reform Institute (INCORA).

They also reviewed progress made in
implementing the Plan of Joint Action
for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

The objectives of the Plan, which
includes a specific strategy for
the Andean subregion, are to
consolidate integration among the
agricultural and agroindustrial
sectors; increase production and
production efficiency, while

During  the Director Genoral’s visit  to
Colombia, a coremony was held to prosont
Dr. Pedro Ledén Gémez with the Intor-
American Agricultural Development Award.

preserving natural resources andthe
environment; expand demand for
products from the subregion, by
replacing imports and increasing
exports, and develop the small
farm economy by enhancing its
production capacity.

orge Werthein, Director of

External Relations of the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture (IICA), travelled to the
United States in early August to
reach agreement with different inter-
national agencies and organizations
on new cooperation efforts and to
strengthen existing ties.

In New York, he met with senior
officials from the Rockefeller
Foundation. IICA has a close
relationship with the Foundation,
and, there they analyzed possibilities
for new joint actions.

In speaking with authorities from the
Foundation, the Director of External
Relations outlined the mandate given
1o lICA by the ministers of agriculture
of the hemisphere, to coordinate the
éxecution of the Plan of Joint Action

for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC), which opens up many
possibilities for working with
organizations of this type.

In a meeting with the director of the
United Nations Development Fund for
Women (UNIFEM), Sharron
Capeling-Alakija, Werthein continued
negotiations to expand the activities
being carried out jointly by both
institutions, which were strengthened
in August 1989 with the project
"Agricultural Policies, Women and
Agricultural Development." With
support from UNIFEM, the Institute
prepared a conceptual, methodologi-
cal and operating framework* to
increase the participation of rural
women in its projects and to draw
more attention to this subject within
the Institute and without.

ﬂCA Seeks New Types of Cooperation with U.S. Organizationg

Later, he met with officials from the
Kellogg Foundation to discuss the
possibility of jointly executing social
projects, especially related to
women and communications, as
well as actions aimed at training
human resources as a means
of contributing to agricultural
reactivation, within the context of
the PLANLAC.

In Washington, D.C., he met with
authorities from the U.S. State
Department, the Secretary General
of the Organization of American
States (OAS), Joao Clemente
Baena Soares, and representatives
of the Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB) and the World Bank.
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Portfolio of Agricultural Research Projects
Bemng Prepared for Presentation to IDB
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wonal Center tor Tropical
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programs 10 generate com
germplasm for lowland
tropical zones In Latin
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PROJECTS

The International Potato
Center (CIP) oresented a
project on potato and
sweel potato post-harvest
inQ practices, and projects
on crop-livestock systems,
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Area Operations

A s of June 15, Luis Arturo del
Valle Garcia, from Guatemala,
is the new Director of Central Area
Operations at lICA.  Del Valle
replaces Carlos Fernandez, who is
now in charge of the IICA Plan of
Action in Cosla Rica.

Del Valle will be responsible for the
coordination of Institute operations
in Central America, Panama,
Mexico and the Dominican
Republic. The new Director is
an economist, specializing in
agricultural planning and develop-
ment who previously worked with
lICA as a
consult-
ant. He
Al g e
worked
with the
“ United
‘Nations
. Develop-
‘ment Pro-

Nations
g Food and
- Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO), the
Permanent Secretariat of the
General Treaty on Central American
Economic Integration (SIECA) and
the Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC).

According to Del Valle, Central
America is at a unique historical
juncture, given the current emphasis
on integration. In his opinion, an
effort must be made "to ensure that
theidea of integration is accepted by
all social levels and that it lead
effectively to a new style of
development.” The errors of the past
must not be repeated, when
integration was “taken over" by
certain groups, he added, "without
penetrating the mental and cultural
structures of Central American
society as a whole."

k.
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IICA Supports Agricultural Reactivation in Panama

T he Inter-American Institute for

Cooperation on Agriculture
(IICA) and the Ministry of Agricultural

Development of Panama signed an
agreement to jointly administer the
funds of the recently-established
Special Fund for Agricultural
Reactivation (FERA).

The document providing for the
implementation of this agreement,
which, according to agricultural
authorities of Panama, will increase
agriculture's role in the economic
reactivation process, was signed by
the Minister of Agricultural Develop-
ment, Ezequiel Rodriguez, and the
IICA Representative in Panama,
Eduardo Salvadé.

FERA was established under the new
policy guidelines for the agricultural
sector, promoted by the government of
President Guillermo Endara, which
aim to modernize the sector and help
reactivate the national economy. The
Fund's main objective is to promote
private sector participation in

agricultural development and fo
increase the public agricultural
sector's role in the process.

According to Minister Rodriguez,
"Our aim is to boost the quality,
timeliness and coverage of all public
agricutural support services offered
to the private sector.” FERA's
benefits will focus on activities to
develop specific projects to increase
food production, and to improve the
marketing of inputs and agricultural
commodities. The operations will be
funded with resources from the
private sector, international
organizations and grants.

Salvadé indicated that the Fund will
complement national efforts to
revitalize the agricultural sector at a
time when IICA is coordinating the
implementation of the Plan of Joint
Action for Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

The Minister of Agricultural Development of Panama, Ezequiel Rodriguez (left), and the IICA
Representative in that country, Eduardo Salvadd, sign the agreement.



epresentatives of national re-
search institutions and 1ICA
recently signed a letter of intent in
Brazil to accelerate the implementa-
tion of an agreement on agricultural

cooperation in the South American
tropics.

This document is a fundamental step
in the creation of the Cooperative
Program on Research and Technol-
ogy Transfer for the South American
Tropics (PROCITROPICOS), which
will involve cooperative research ac-
tivities, technical-scientific and tech-
nological exchanges, training of hu-
man resources of participating institu-
tions, information and technical assis-
tance, among others.

The docuemnt was signed in Brasilia
dunng a meeting of specialists from
Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador,
Guyana, Peru, Suriname and Vene-
zuela, who met to discuss and contrib-
ute to improving the proposalto create
PROCITROPICOS, which will serve
asthe legalfoundation of the Program.

TECHNICAL ASPECTS

The technical aspects of the proposal
will be reviewed by IICA officials, with
the assistance of experts from each
country so that the instrument may be
signed as soon as possible.

The program seeks o establish the
conditions and line up the resources
needed for boosting reciprocal sup-
port and integrated action among na-
tional agricultural research and tech-
nology transferinstitutions and lICA. It
will cover the tropical Amazon
subregions with potential for sustain-
able agricultural development.

The decision 1o upgrade the proposal
was made by directors of national
research and technology transfer in-
stitutions of the subregion, during their
analysis of the future cooperation
agreement between IICA and the
participating institutions to establish
the operating mechanisms of
PROCITROPICOS.
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Implementation of Agreement on South
American Tropics Accelerated

The organizational structure of
PROCITROPICOS was approved at
the meeting and will consist of a coun-
cil of directors, an executive secretar-
iat and a technical advisory commit-
tee. International coordinators will
oversee the different subprograms,
and national inter-institutional
committees will also be established.

It was announced that initial funding
contracts were signed with institutions
from France, Japan and Korea, and
IICA was requested to organize a
meeting with donors to discuss ways
of securing funding for the specific
projects of the program.

PROCITROPICOS is the reformula-
tionofa projectthe Institute conducted
in the subregion inthe 1950s, entitled
IICA-TROPICOS, and which, accord-
ing to the promoters of the project, had
to be adjustedto "respondbettertothe
currentdevelopment needs and priori-
ties of the countries."

This document Is a fundamenta|
step In the creation of the Cooperg.
tive Program on Research anq
Technology Transfer for the South
American Troplcs
(PROCITROPICOS)

They remarked that the South Ameri-
can tropics are the subject of growing
worldwide attention and agricultural
development actions there should
balance the productive use of natural
resources with measures to conserve
the environment.

Sustainable production systems that
can contribute to the socioeconomic
development of the countries over
time will also be developed. The pro-
gramis part of the Plan of Joint Action
for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC) and will be headquar-
tered in Brasilia.

Reprosentatives of Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guayana, Peru, Suriname and Venezuela
attended the meeting, held in Brasilia,
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Germany Formalizes Support for the PLANLAC

T he Federal Republic of Germany

has begun its support for the
execution of the Plan of Joint Action

for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

A technical cooperation agreement
will soon be signed by IICA and the
German Agency for Technical
Cooperation (GTZ) for executing a
number of pilot projects fostering
sustained reactivation of agriculture
in the region.

e */(r“ \
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As part of the IICA/GTZ agreement, an
agricultural economist, Sabine Mller,
recently began working at IICA
Headquarters

In August, Sabine Muller, an ag-
ricultural economist, began work at
IICA Headquarters as part of this
agreement. Asecond German expert
will join IICA in the next few
months. Mullerjoinedthe GTZ agro-
€conomics team after working in Afri-
can and Latin American nations such
as Burundi, Congo, Costa Rica,
Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria, Peru,
Senegal and Togo.

One of the goals of the GTZ is to carry

out technical Cooperation projecis
related to agriculture, health, rural
development, science and techno-

logy, training and environmental
protection.

In Latin America and the Caribbean,
the GTZ gives special importance to
Projects concemed with environ-
mental protection and akemative
sources of energy.

Upcoming Agreement

Germany's cooperation with 1ICA
seeks to link the programs and
projects of the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC) with sustainable
development models being
developed by that Agency, and with
those that involve beneficiaries in
protecting natural resources.

The agreement will also contribute to
promoting the development of small
rural farms, increasing the participa-
tion of small-scale producers and
rural women, and training agricultural
extension agents.

Likewise, the Agency will make a fund
available to [ICA for conducting
studies on the protection of natural
resources and on erosion in Central

The agreement will also contrib-
ute to promoting the develop-
ment of small rural farms,
increasing the participation of
small-scale  producers and
rural women, and training
agricultural extension agents.
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Forum 1

Agriculture at the Crossroads

Martin E. Pifieiro &)

p erhaps no otherregionin the world sufferedas much as

Latin America and the Caribbean during the 1980s.
The steady decline of per capitaincome overthirteen years
is only one indicator of the painful process of economic ad-
justment experienced by most of the countries.

This deterioration of the economic situation contrasts mark-
edly with political events. Democratic systems have been
strengthened, but their consolidation has been stunted by
the persistent economic crisis.

The recently announced Initiative for the Americas, pro-
posed by United States President George Bush,
represents a new view of the region on the part of that
country and opens up possibilities, at least in principle,
for finding solutions to the foreign debt problem and
revitalizing trade and investment, which would speed
up integration throughout the hemisphere.

Economic adjustment programs are being implemented in
the region at a time when major changes are taking place in
the structure of international relations: the developmentsin
Eastern Europe, which have had a profound effect on the
economic model followed by these countries, the end of the
Cold War, the increasingly important role played by coun-
tnes in Southeast Asia, especially Japan, and the
impending consolidation of the Group of Twelve of the
European Economic Community.

In view of these changes, the countries of the hemisphere
should be asking what they can do to benefit from the many
opportunities and challenges provided by this new situation.
First and foremost is the need to accelerate and expand the

(*) This article was published in El Clarin of Buenos
Aires, Argentina on August 11, 1990.
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process of regional integration. This will strengthen our
presence in intemational fora, expand the base supplying
domestic markets, permit us to more forcefuly penetrate
third markets and, in general, improve our positionin dealing
with developed countries. There are encouraging signs,
especially in Central America and the Southern Cone.

In the Declaration of Antigua, adopted at the most recent
summit meeting of Central American presidents in
Guatemala, the first steps were taken to form an economic
community in that subregion. The protocols of integration
between Argentina and Brazil represent the beginning of an
irreversible process. Both cases are examples of the path
Latin America and the Caribbean should follow.

The recently announced Initiative for the Americas, pro-
posed by United States President George Bush, represents
anew view ofthe regiononthe part of that country and opens
up possibilities, at least in principle, for finding solutions to
the foreign debt problem and revitalizing trade and invest-

ment, which would speed up integration throughout the
hemisphere.

The protocols of integration between Argentina and
Brazil represent the beginning of an irreversible
process. Both cases are examples of the path Latin
America and the Caribbean should follow.
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gecondly, in this new internationgl context, the agricultural
sector must assume a more active role than it has in the
ast. The developmenl model followed by our countries did
not produce the desired results and relegated agriculture to
a secondary position, wasting the region's tremendous
tential for production and causing a mass exodus from
mral to urban areas.

It is becoming increasingly clear that agriculture must be
modemized. To achieve this, intersectoral relations must
be strengthened and agriculture mustbe seen not merely as
a supplier of raw materials, but rather as a dynamic
component of the agricultural-industrial complex.

There are numerous successful agroindustrial complexes
inthe region today which have stimulated economic activity,

The development model followed by our coun-

tries did not produce the desired results and
relegated agriculture to a secondary position,
wasting the region's tremendous  potential for
production and causing a mass exodus from
rural to urban areas.

generating employment and, as a result, improving the
economies of areas outside the cities.

The goals of regional integration and a new role for
agriculture are key elements of the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC), a plan ratified by the ministers of
agriculture of the hemisphere and which seeks to make
agriculture the basis of a new economic development
model.

It Is becoming Increasingly clear that agriculture
must be modernized. To achieve this,
intersectoral relations must be strengthened and
agriculture must be seen not merely as a supplier
of raw materials, but rather as a dynamic compo-
nent of the agricultural-industrial complex.

The main idea of the PLANLAC, the execution of .which is
being coordinated by the Inter-American In§t|tute fqr
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), is that agriculture, if
modernized and effectively linked with other sectors, can
play a decisive role in overcoming the crisig faced_by our
countries. Its multinational programs and prolegts. atrped at
solving problems affecting two or more countries, will help
the region consolidate the productioq and export of
agricultural and agroindustrial commodities.

In this vein, we hope and believe that the work carried out
by the IICA Office in Argentina, in collaboration with the
Secretariat of Agriculture and Livestock, has been relevant
and useful. Our cooperation with government authorities
has included support for the National Grain Board and the
National Meat Board, the decentralization of animal health
and plant protection services and the formulation of projects
for external funding.

Regional integration and concerted action, a longstanding
topic of discussionin Latin America, is all the more relevant
today inlight of the serious economic crisis and the dizzying
changes occurring worldwide, and provides opportunities
for a modern and interconnected agriculture to achieve an
effective position in an expanding international economy
through products with high value added.
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Programs on the march

A t a meeting held re-
cently at IICA Head-
Quarters, representatives

of agencies and organiza-
tions working in the field of
plant protection throughout
the Americas set, along
with IICA, strategic guide-
lines for a hemispheric
project on agricultural
health information and
monitoring.

This project, whichis part of
the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in
Latin America and the Car-
ibbean (PLANLAC), would
provide the countries in the
hemisphere with a system
for gathering and dissemi-
nating information gener-
ated by international agen-
cies and the countries, on
the prevalence, economic
impact and distribution of
agricultural diseases and
pests, as well as on the
pesticides used for control-
ling them.

In general terms, the goal
of the project is 1o make
maximum use of informa-
tion produced by interna-

o fz”M

Plant Protection:
Guidelines Set for
Hemispheric Project

tional organizations such
as the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO) and the
Commonwealth Agricul-
tural Bureaux Interna-
tional (CABI). IICA, act-
ing as hemispheric coor-
dinator, will distribute it to
different subregional agri-
cultural health organiza-
tions.

These agencies, in turn,
will channel the informa-
tion to national agencies
for delivery to the target
groups in the countries:
farmer and export asso-
ciations, universities, re-
search centers and labo-
ratories.

COMPATIBLE SYSTEM

e

The system will also include information on the use of pesticides
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This information
system would be
similarto and com-
patible with those
currently in opera-
tion in the region.
In an effort to maximize re-
sults, the exchange of data
among countries, sub-
regions and agencies will
be encouraged.

Alberto Perdomo, with
IICA's Agricultural Health
Program, stated that the
meeting had been "very
valuable and useful" in that
the participants had the op-
portunity to exchange and
update information and to
draw up initial plans for
organizing national plant
protection units. They also
outlined points to be con-
sidered in implementing
the plant protection infor-
mation system and IICA's
role in its development.

The meeting brought to-
gether delegates from,
among others, FAO, CABI,
the International Regional
Organization for Agricul-
tural Health (OIRSA), the
Tropical Agriculture Re-
search and Training Center

Alberto Perdomo

(CATIE), the Plant Protec-
tion Committee for the
Southern Area (COSAVE),
the Caribbean Plant Protec-
tion Committee (CPPC), the
North American Plant Pro-
tection Organization
(NAPPO) and the Animal
and Plant Health Inspection
Service of the United States
Department of Agriculture
(USDA/APHIS).

In an effort to maximize re-
Sults, the exchange of data
among countries, subre-
gions and agencies will be
encouraged.
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project to boost the income of
AHaiti's small-scale coffee
farmers by improving productivity will
soon be launched by the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture (lICA).

The United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) will
provide US$8.5 million to fund the
five-year project, which represents
ICA's most ambitious technical
cooperation effort in Haiti.

|

According to the IICA Representative
in Haiti, Jan Hurwitch, 90% of Haiti's
coffee is produced by small farmers
whose crops have suffered seriously
from coffee rust over the past two
years. This has also caused
significant problems for the national
budget since coffee is one of the
country's few agricultural export
commodities.

lICA plans to introduce 5.5 million
plants of new rust-resistant varieties
of coffee in order to replace the
current crop.

The project will initially cover two pilot
zones in the south of Haiti, Jacmel
and Beaumont, home to 7,000 small-
scale coffee producers. Activities to
be carried out include research,
technology transfer, credit and
small-farmer organization. In
addition, training will be offered and
seeds and fertilizers distributed
throughout the entire country.

lICA's work in Haiti falls within the
framework of the Plan of Joint Action
- for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
- America and the Caribbean
- (PLANLAC). The Plan contains a
- Specific strategy for this Caribbean
nation, which includes an in-depth
study of the problems affecting rural

Action in the Countries

IICA Seeks to Boost
Coffee Production in Haiti

lite, and proposes concrete actions to
further develop the small-farm
economy.

IICA Action

Currently, at the request of the Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB), a
study is being made on rural credit in
Haiti, to get a picture of the current
financial situation of development
banks and small-scale farmers. The
IDB is interested in identifying
potential credit beneficiaries, as well
as the corresponding public and
private institutions through which
funds can be channelled.

Since 1989, the IICA Office in Haiti
has been implementing a project to
strengthen the ministry of agriculture,
and promoting international coopera-
tion with several specialized centers
of the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research
(CGIAR) System.

The IICA Office in Haiti explained that 5.5 million rust-resistant coffee plants will be in-
troduced.

This year, Haiti joined the Caribbean
Animal and Plant Health Information
Network (CARAPHIN), an IICA
initiative receiving financial support
from the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA). The
goal of CARAPHIN is to facilitate the
exchange of information on the
incidence of plant diseases and pests
in this subregion.

Hurwitch also indicated that an
important project, entitled Institu-
tional Strengthening and Improve-
ment of Agricultural Services for
Rural Development (FIMSEDER),
would be approved soon. The project
may be launched in early 1991, with
subprojects dealing with credit for
small-scale rural enterprises, rural
women, radio training, and
agricultural education for rural
youths.
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Caribbean Governments Call for Expansion
a1 Health Information Network

of Agricultur

I In light of the progress being

made to achieve the objectives
of the Caribbean Animal and Plant
Health  Information Notwork
(CARAPHIN), soveral Caribbean
governments have requested that
the international financial community
provide the additional resources
needed 10 include Belize, Saint Kitts
and Nevis and Montserrat in the
network

CARAPHIN, an initiative conducted
by the Inter-American Institute for Co-
operation on Agriculture (IICA), with
financial support from the Canadian
International Development Agency

¥
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(CIDA), facilitates the exchange of
information related 1o the distribution
and prevalence of plant pests and
diseases in the Caribbean.

The network is headquartered in
Trinidad and Tobago, and in each
member country there is a computer-
ized system to receive and transmit
information on this subject of such
great importance 1o agriculture,

The success achieved during the first
two years of CARAPHIN's
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oporations, and the challongos'ior the
future, were discussed durmg a
moeling of the tochnical advisory
committee of plant protection diroctqrs
of the Caribbean, held recently in Saint

Lucia.

During the meeting, sponsored by
IICA and the Ministry of Agriculture of
Saint Lucia, participants reviewed the
plant protection activities of
CARAPHIN in recent years, with a
view to defining a strategy for the
future.

Participants in the meeting included
plant protection directors from the

ministries of agriculture of Antiguaand
Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica, Gre-
nada, Haiti, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, and
Sqint Vincent and the Grenadines and
Trinidad and Tobago, as well asrepre-

sentatives of different re ionalor -
zations, y oo

lICA officials explained that -
ing also provided an oppotrrllgnrl?: et:)
coqdlnate plant protection activities
of different international and regional
organizations such as the Caribbean
Community and Common Market

(CARICOM) and the University of th

West Indies (UWI), located in Trinig ]
and Tobago. They also outlingq plaad
protection activities being C°ﬂducter3
by IICA in the context of the Plan of
Joint Action for Agricultura| Reactiva.
tion in Latin America and the Carib.
bean (PLANLAC), indicatingthawant
protection regulations should facilitate
trade among nations and redyce the
risk of the spread of pests. In addition
to requesting more funds to increase
the number of network members, the
representatives of the governments
also recommended that the program
be extended beyond 1992,

VIMEETING OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY C

The success achieved
so far by CARAPHIN,
and challenges for the
future, were discussed
at a meeting of plant
protection directors,
held in Saint Lucia.

The success achieved duringthe first
two years of CARAPHIN'S
operations, and the challenges "
the future, were discussed durind
meeting of the technical advio
committee of plant protection dé®
tors of the Caribbean, heldrecenty"
Saint Lucia.




Publications

1989 Annual Report:

Success of PLANLAC Requires Sharing Responsibilities

he success of the Pian of Joint

Action for Agricultural Reactiva-
tion in Latin America and the

caribbean (PLANLAC), which
proposes modemizing agriculture
and linkingitwith industry as a means

of contributing tc
the economies of the region and
fostering eguitzbie z2nd sustainable
growth, requires a  sharing of
responsibiliies. These thoughts are
offered by Martin E. Pifieiro, the
Director General of lICA, in its 1988
Annual Report, slated for distribution
in August of this year.

Pificiro stated that the PLANLAC
“should be seen as the culmination of
2 dynamic, participatory process of
discussion and agreement among
the Member States and other inter-
national agencies, and arose as a
result of agreements reached during
the Ninth Inter-American Conference
of Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA),
held in Canada in 1987.

rcactivation of

In addition to outlining, in the first and
~ Second chapters, the strategic
of the PLANLAC at both

the and subregional

levgls and describing the multinational
actions carried out by each of IICA's five
Programs, the Annual Report provides
an updated view of the Institute,
including actions it carried out in the
member countries, relations with
technical coop-
eration and fund-
ing agencies,
and information
on the structure
of management
and human and
financial re-
sources.

Pifeiro said that
the Institute's
new mandate - to
coordinate exe-
cution of the
PLANLAC - is-
sued by the
ministers of agri-
culture of the hemisphere in Oclober
1989, required that lICA make certain
organizai jang . S

Create : cn
promating, designing and cxeculing
projects and o©nh securing &sxtema
resources, which "should be camied out
in conjunction with the countries
different subregions (through

corresponding institutional fora) anc
with specialized institutions which have
shown an interest in participating in
the Plan.”

In his opinion, “The key to the Plan's
success lies in this concept of shared
responsibility.”

The Director Generalwentonto say that
the implementation of the PLANLAC
has given rise 10 a new institutional
profile for IICA, which emphasizes the
implementation of multinational actions
designed to boost the efforts of the
governments, with support from the

IICA Offices in their countries.
"Equally important is the emphasis
given to developing topics of
strategic importance for the
modernization of the agricultural
sector. In this sense, inter-sectoral
relations, the conservation of
natural resources and the environ-
ment, training and institutional
development, to mention just a few,
take on new importance.”

In referring to these topics, Pifieiro
stated that they must be seeninthe
context of the extraordinary
changes occurring in intermational
economic and political relations.
Changes in Eastern Europe, the
upcoming unification of the
European Economic Community
(EEC), Japan's consolidation as an
industrial and financial power, and
the end of the East-West conflict,
have set the scene for a new inter-

‘national setting for Latin America

and the Caribbean, full of
challenges and opporiunities.

e counines, were suc
1989. Relations were strengihened
with the governments and institu-
tions of observer and donor
countries, agencies of the inter-
American system, regiona! and
subregional organizations and the
agencies of the United Nations
system, and initial offers to support
agricultural reactivation in the
region have been received.




IICA in the News

Central America,
Panama and the
Dominican Republic

1stmo busca ('\um\\.\‘;\g
\;\:\\\\‘5 ;\gn\\x\‘i\'x‘nr 2,
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W e
America, Panama and the
Dominican Republic - from
hilv 1R 1 e P i~ima
July 18-20 in Tegucigalpa,

Honduras - was the forum
for the discussion of this
topic, as reported in major
newspapers and inter-
national news agencies
(La Prensa Libre and El
Grafico of Guatemala; El
Heraldo and La Tribuna
of Honduras; La Nacion
and La Republica of
Costa Rica; La Estrella of
Panama; AFP, ACAN-
EFE, AP and IPS).

The meeting, which was
called by the Regional
Council for Agricultural
Cooperation in Central
America, Mexico, Panama
and the Dominican Repub-
lic (CORECA), and whose
Secretariat for Coordina-

tion is located at IICA
Headquarters (IPS),
20

produced "joint proposals
for participating countries
and organizations to fund
agricultural developmentin
the isthmus" (La Nacion).
It was also an opportunity
to discuss reinitiating the
integration process, which
will help the countries of the
subregion come together
and present "a united front
in their dealings with other
economic blocs" (La
Tribuna).

Argentina,
Brazil,
Mexico,
Uruguay
lica cree \r.\‘\u,\lrin\ll.ndm;
- cector lica €

D A atustes en £
gy para 2jus

s ven gporiar pal

deben ap

W Ls

B Agriculture and rural de-

velopment in Latin
America and the

Caribbean, analyzed from
a European and a regional
point of view, were also
given coverage in
newspapers in Mexico,
Uruguay, Argentina, Peru
and Brazil. A series of
Hispano-American meet-
ings on these topics, spon-
sored by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food of Spain (MAPA),
with collaboration from
IICA and the Spanish Inter-
national Cooperation

Agency (AECI) (Clarin,
Argentina), provided the
forum for discussion be-
tween officials from both
continents.

In this regard, IICA's Direc-
tor General, Martin E.
Pifieiro, said that the demo-
cratic governments of Latin
America and the Carib-
bean have begun to reform
their economies in an effort
to achieve greater effi-

ciency and compari
ness. He warnez?lgg;‘
ever, thatthis Processjg» .
attimes painful ang diﬂicdii
and cannot succeeq Unleg
the industrialized nation:
take similar and comple.
mentary measurgg »
(Revista del Qulntb
Centenarlo, Spain; |,
Republica, Uruguay: ang
El Siglo, Dominican
Republic)

Seminar-Workshop on
Implementation of IFAD
Projects in Latin America
and the Caribbean
November 12-17

In a meeting at IICA
Headquarters, authorities
and technical personnel
fromthe International Fund
for Agricultural Devel-
opment (IFAD) will analyze
the major elements to be
kept in mind in prepanng
programs and projects

aimed at small farmers in
the region.

Duringthe event, which will
be opened by the Director
G_engral of lICA, Martin =,
Pifieiro, the Institute  will
make several special
Presentations. The
Organization and Mana-
gement for Ruyra| Devel-
opment Program will
presentlICA's guidelinesin
this area, ang the Center
for Investment Programs
and Projects (CEPPI) wil

and printed materials:

ing Activi e

-

outline activities it
currently has under way,
especially its  work
throuch the 1ICA/IDB
Project Preparation Unit.

International Course-
Workshop on the
Media and Rural Devel-
opment August 27-
November 2

This is the second coursé
of this type offered in
1990 as part of the IICA
Radio Nederland Tral-
ning Centre (IICA/RNTC)
project.

Of the fourteen par-
cipants inthe course, 0ne
is from Argentina, ano:
ther from Colombia an
the rest from Centra
America. This intensivé
course will cover thé
planning of commY
nication, message an&
lysis, radio productio”

e



September - October 1990,

"Cane Harvesting," an oil painting
by Guyanese artist Leon Goring, was
among the works displayed at [ICA
Headquarters as part of the 1989
IICA Painting Contest on the theme
of rural life.

This contest was sponsored by the
Institute and the Commission of the
Fifth Centennial of the Discovery of
America "The Meeting of Two
Worlds".

Hundreds of artists from the
hemisphere icipated in the
ion, consist-
ed by an

ilonal panel of judges

artistic com d the population
in generai in different aspects of rural
life in Latin America and the Carib-
bean : small-scale farmers, young
people and women, types of produc-
tion and customs and traditions.

Spain 1991:
« Ministers of Agriculture of the Hemisphere To Study Strategies

for the Close of the Century
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Nows Magazine on activilies of the Inter-American
Instituto for Cooperation on Agriculture, G
Published monthly, in separate Spanish and English
odiions, by IICA's Communications Division, Publi
Information Unit, Address: Apdo, 55-2200 Coronad
San Jose, Costa Rica, Cablo: IICA San Jose. Telox
2144 ICA. Tolophone: 200222, Editor in Chief: Patici
Ledn. Editors: Silvia Castilo and Danilo Jméno:
Layout: Adela Vargas and Danilo Jiménoz. Enol".
lranslation and editing: Paul Murphy, Susana el
Diroctor of Extornal Rolations: Jorge Werthein:

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation o
Agriculiure (IICA) Is headquartered In San Joso, Co
Rica. It1s the spacialized agency for agriculture ©
Intor American systom, It was founded bY
Governments of the hemisphere In 1942 o oncourdd
Promote and support the efforts made by It8
States for agricullural dovelopment and T,
woll boing. It has 32 momber countrios A"
observer countrios,




Focus

[ICA's Executive Committee Holds Tenth Regu

he HEA Executive Committes, one of the governing

Dadies of the natitute, held ite Tonth Regular Moeoting
trom August 252090 During the meeting, the Committee
approved the topic of the next meoting ot the Inter- Ametloan
Qonterence ot Ministers of Agriculture (ICMA), 1o be hold in
Spaing updated the 19871991 Maedium Term Plan (MT1)
and axtended it to 1993, and was informed of progross
made Inimplementing the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin- America and the
Canbbean (FLANLAQ).

The Committee, reprasonted on this occasion by delogatos
of Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Dominica, Jamalea,
Mexico, Panama, Penu, Nicaragua and Trinidad and
Tobago, heard & report from the Director of Extoernal
Relations on external resources secured in the past yoar
(See separate article), and reponts on the actions of 1ICA's
Agricultural Palicy Analysis and Planning and Agricultural
Health Programs (see separate article).

The meeting, which was chaired by the Minister of Agricul-
tural Development of Panama, Ezoquiol Rodriguoz,
brought together some S50 reprosentatives of [ICA's
member and observer countries, and of roglonal,
subregional and international agencies and organizations.

The Director Generalof ICA, Martin E. Pifheiro, said thatthe
meeting had been a success "not only because of the
progress made, but also because of the guidance received
from lICA's Member States regarding the main items on the
agenda.”

In commenting on progress made in implementing the
PLANLAC, Pineiro stated that every effort was to be made
1o start executing its programs and projects as soon as
possible and to secure external resources. To achieve this,
he added, it is essential, as it has been in the past, for lICA

1

ar Meeting

10 ho able 1o count on the support of ite membor countries In
subroglonal fora and In doalings with potential donor
countrlon (noo aoparate articlo).

the Diroctor Gonoral addod that the adjustment and
oxtonalon of the Modium Term Plan (MTP), the document
which orlonts Inatitutoe actions for five-year periods, was
timoly bocause "the changoes Includod are absolutely essen-
tial In light of now Institutional priorities and changes In the
intornational and roeglonal scones." (see separate article)

In roforting to the theme of the ICMA meeting In Spain in
Soptombor 1991, "Latin American and Caribbean Agricul-
uro andthe International Context of the Nineties: Strategies
for the Close of tho Contury," Pifelro stated that IICA will
propare soveral lssue papers for discussion during the
mooting (seo soparate articloe).

As 1o the Immodiate future, itis his opinion that ICA will have
the opportunity to grow and become even stronger as a
tochnical cooporation agency. "The coming years will be
difficult for the countries of the region, but they will be filled
withopportunities and challenges. IICA s ready to assistthe
countrios In Identifying and taking full advantage of the
opportunitios."

For his part, the Minister of Agricultural Development of
Panama and Chairman of the Executive Committee,
Ezoqulel Rodriguez, stated that the challenge in
modornizing agriculture lies In opening up spaces where
small-scale farmers can benefit from the growth with equity
that is being proposed. With this in mind, he urged that rural
women be incorporated into the production process under
favorable conditions, not merely as recognition of thier
important contributions, but rather because it is their
legitimate right. He also recommended finding ways to
involve the private sector in agricultural reactivation.

On behalf of the delegates
from the Caribbean,
Maynard Joseph, the
Minister of Agriculture of
Dominica, called on IICA
to continue its support for
the Caribbean countries,
which are currently going
through a severe eco-
nomic crisis.

The Ministor of Agricultural Development of Panama, Ezequlol Rodrlguoz, prosiding ovar the Tenth Regular Mooting
of the Executive Committee. Accompanying the Minlster, from left to right, aro IICA's Daputy Diroctor Gonoral, L.
Harlan Davis; the Diroctor Genoral, Martin E. Pifelro; and. the Tochnical Socratary of the meoting, J. Andre Ouollotto,



IICA Outlines Main
Actions Until 1993

F rom now to 1993, the technical
cooperation [ICA offers its 32
Member States will concentrate on
the development of the agricultural
sector, as a source of growth with
equity, based on a process of
modernization and increased
efficiency which takes into consi-
deration the conservation of natural
resources and the environment.

These objectives, established during
the Tenth Regular Meeting of IICA's
Executive Committee, are in
consonance with the implementation
of the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC). The Institute will also
encourage the countries to increase
their efforts to achieve regional inte-
gration, through multilateral initiatives

included in the PLANLAC.
The PLANLAC, which pro-

ses a modern agricultural
sector fully linked to indugtry
as the driving force behind
development, was approved
by the ministers of agrigulture
of the hemisphere in 1989. This cre-
ated the need for adjustments at the
Institute to enable it to effectively
implement the Plan.

In light of this, the Executive
Committee agreed to extend the life of
the 1987-1991 Medium Term Plan
(MTP) to 1993, and to incorporate new
quidelines into it. Both actions were
taken in response to requirements
resulting from the approval of the
PLANLAC and the desire to satisfy
more effectively the changing needs
of the countries.

Currently, the Center for Investment
Programs and Projects (CEPPI) and
the five Programs through which IICA
channels its actions inthe hemisphere
(Agricultural Policy Analysis and
Planning; Technology Generationand

-

Transfer;  Organization

Management for Rural Developmind
Marketing and  Agroindustry. a”‘;
Agricultural Health), constitufe th
backbone of the Strategy in th
extended MTP. £

Since the first quarter of thjg year
CEPPI has supported the countrigg in
preparing assessments and sectorg|
studies and has also cooperatedin the
preparation of investment projects
The Programs have worked togete,
inimplementing multinational projects
included in the PLANLAC.

During the meeting of the Executive
Committee, the delegates and other
participants commended the
Committee for including the topics of
sustainability and the conservation of
natural resources among IICA's
concerns for the coming years. They
also voiced their support formodemiz-
ing agriculture as a means to effec-
tively reactivate the economies of the
countries.

More Sources Tapped for External Resources

uring his presentation to the

Tenth Regular Meeting of
lICA’'s Executive Committee, the
Director of Exiernal Relations, Jorge
Werthein, indicated that over the past
few years, lICA's Member States
have benefitted from a steady
increase in exiernal resources, and
that the number of sources of funding
has grown as well.

The Executive Commitiee received
the report with satisfaction and
requested the Member States to
continue to support lICA in its efforis
to secure exlemal resources, 10 be
used to strengthen the actions of the

Institute.

Werthein explained that the increase
in external resources is the result of
efforts made by each of IICA's Offices
in the countries, its Programs and

IICA Headquarters. Since 1987,
external resources have increased at
an annual rate of 25 percent. These
resources have played an
increasingly important role in the
Institute’s Program-Budget: growing
from 49.4%in 1987 10 54.33%in 1988,
and 1o 58.6% in 1989, According to
estimates, this figure should reach
62.6% in 1990,

Werthein also indicated that there
have been increased efforts to
diversify funding sources overthe past
year and "we are establishing priori-
ties for identifying new and important
sources with which we have not
worked previously, Obviously, we will
not Forget those countries who have
traditionally supported oyr efforts "

The Director of External Relations
stated that these new sources include

Japan and Korea, the Scandinavian
countries and Germany. Emphasis is
also being placed on international and
regional funding agencies. "We have
obtained good results in our relations
with the IDB, increased our activities
with the World Bank and the
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), and established
new cooperation actions with the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC)." Werthein
highlighted the signing of a new
agreement with the Central American
Bank for Economic Integration
(CABEI) and efforts beingmade tofind
new opportunities to work with the
Caribbean Regional Bank. Other
initiatives to increase externd
resources include regional meetings
With donors scheduled to take place "
Central America and the Caribbean
the near future.




Spain 1991:

Ministers of Agriculture of the Hemisphere
To Study Strategies for the Close of the Century

T he Executive Committee of IICA,
during its Tenth Regular Meet-
ing, approved the topic, "Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean Agriculture and
the New International Context of the
Nineties: Strategies for the Close of
the Century” for discussion by the
ministers of agriculture of the hemi-
sphere when they meet in Spain in
1991.

In response to an invitation by the
government of Spain, the Tenth Inter-
American Conference of Ministers of
Agriculture (ICMA) and the Sixth
Regular Meeting of the Inter-
American Board of Agriculture
(IABA), lICA's highest governing
body, will be held concurrently next
year in Spain.

One of the factors considered by the
Executive Committee in approving
the theme of the Conference, around
which discussions will center during
the Madrid meetings, was "That one
of the challenges that the agricultural
sectors of Latin America and the
Caribbean must meet is to find a way
to effectively participate in the
changing world scenario.”

In proposing this as the theme, the
Institute recognized that the consoli-
dation of a new model based on a
modernized agriculture, in a context
of adjustment with development, gi-
ves the sector an opportunity to play
just such a role internationally, by
producing a wide variety of products
with greater value added.

Because of the dynamic structural
changes taking place worldwide, the
countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean will have to carefully follow
these trends and their impact on eco-
nomic, commercial and political rela-
tions with the rest of the world.

As indicated in the document studied
by the Committee, this process of
change may produce increased world
demand for agricultural products, and
the adjustment programs currently
under way in the region should con-
tinue liberalizing trade and focus on
establishing agroindustrial com-
plexes.

To achieve the latter, it will be ne-
cessary to discard the outdated and
limiting view of agriculture as a sup-
plier of raw materials and replace it
with one of a dynamic, modern sector
withthe intersectorallinkages needed
to add maximum value to these raw
materials.

ANOTHER TOPIC

Anothertopicto be studiedin Spain by
the ministers is renewable natural re-
sources. The challenge forthe region
is to achieve a balance between con-
servation and production, in such a
way as to ensure the sustainability of
production over the long term without
preventing the sector from contribu-
ting now to economic and social de-
velopment in the region.

Another challenge in the region is to
expand rural development to include
the small-farm economy in moderni-
zation and economic development.

Alsotobe studied in Spain are the cur-
rent focus of international technical
cooperation, which is based on politi-
cal and economic conditions that no
longer exist, and the need to design
new mechanisms and models for co-
operation.

ICMA To Be Held
at a Crucial Time

Javier Piernavieja

or the Spanish delegate to

the Executive Committee
meeting, Javier Piernavieja, the
date for the agricultural summit is
doubly important: first, because it
will be held against the backdrop
of the celebrations for the Quin-
centennial of the Discovery of
America, and second, because it
will coincide with the consolida-
tion of the European Economic
Community.

Piernavieja, Head of Relations
with Developing Countries at the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, indicated that IICA's
Executive Committee had been
absolutely right in identifying the
importance of discussing at the
1991 meeting the substantial
changes taking place on the inter-
national level and which have an
impact on the world trade of agri-
cultural commodities. In his
opinion, the PLANLAC, as a pro-
posal for action, and which was
written into IICA's Medium Term
Plan, provides the opportunity to
analyze freely the changes cur-
rently taking place and their
effects on the region. "The sub-
stantive elements of the
PLANLAC," he added, "are ap-
propriate for the circumstances."
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Delegates To Executive Committee Voice Opiniong

Brazil:
Adjustments at IICA Well-Taken

According to Milciades Sa Freire, the Brazilian delegate to
the Tenth Regular Meeting of IICA's Executive Committee,
the adjustments made at IICA for executing the PLANLAC
and in response 1o the changing international context are
well-taken and "on the
right track."

He stated, "In the opinion
of the government of
Brazil, IICA's decision to
give development with
equity and the conserva-
. tion of natural resources
s \§ special priority within the
m— ~ new focus of its technical
cooperation is very timely, inasmuch as both are topics of
greatimportance and intimately linked to the modernization
of agriculture.”

Sa Freire also notedthat the progressreportonthe implem-
eniation of the PLANLAC, especially the information that
80% of its proposals have been prepared, shows that IICA
is complying with the mandate received from the ministers
agriculture, without diminishing its actions inthe member
iries, "the focus of which has altered in light of recent
hanges throughout the world.”
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Canada:
Private Sector Must Help
Modernize Agriculture

According 1o John E. McGowan, Canadian delegate to
IICA’s Executive Committee Meeting, greater participation
by the private seclor in all the countries of the region is
essential for achieving the goals of the PLANLAC.

He indicated that the privale sector can evenplay animpor-
tznt role in financing the projects proposed in the
PLANLAC, and can represent a possible source for over-
coming the financial congtraints on the public sector. He

added that the govern-
ments have animpornant
role to play in developing
the programs, but they
cannot and should not be
expected 10 do every-
thing. It would be ideal
for the governments and
the private sector 10 work
together 1o get better re-
sults.

McGowan went on to say that in addition to |IC A"
countries, other organizations must also partic;
cuting the PLANLAC, because agricultural m
can lead to development.

S Membey
Odernization

Chile:
IICA's PLANLAC the Correct Course to Take

lvan Nazif, the Chilean delegate to the Tenth Regular Meet.
ing of IICA's Executive Committee, stated thatthe PLANLAG
is one of IICA's successes and a "very well-conceiveq and
important" proposal for development, which coincides, in
many ways, with the agricultural policies of his country.

He added that, before the
PLANLAC came into
being, Chile was already
pursuing some of its ob-
jectives, especially those
related to modernizing
production and compet-
ing more effectively on
international markets.
However, with regard to _
others, Chile has some catching up to do and the PLANLAG
will provide the vehicle. '

More specifically, Nazif referred to the concept of develop-
ment with equity, "that is, involving as many small-scale
farmers as possible and addressing the problem of poverty*
and the conservation of natural resources, "which is essen-

tial if this new economic reactivation strategy is to survive in
the long run."

Dominica:
Region Must Give More Importance to Agriculture

The Minister of Agriculture of Dominica, Maynard Joseph,
statedthat Latin America and the Caribbean must give more
4] ] importance to agriculture
and prepare themselves
for the effects of the con-
solidation of Europe into @
single market in 1992.

All of the countries qf the
region should paniapate
in reactivating the agricul
tural sector, he added.

The Minister represented his country at the recent meeting
of lICA's Executive Committee, at which time he highlighted
the work being carried out by the Institute in the Caribbea"
lICA, he explained, has specialists in the necessary fields 3
well as the ability to mobilize financial resources to respo i
to the needs of the Caribbean.
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Unitad States:
JICA is a Vital Instrument

according to Roger Lewis, the United States delegate 1o
1ICA's Exacutive Committee Maeting, the Institute I8 a vitally
important instrument for coordinating agricultural activitios
~armiad out by the countries and organizations in the reglon
stated that "We have great hopes tor the tuture ot agri
culture because itis the foundation
for development."

~
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Lewis agreed with the Canadian
delegation's position that the
| private sector must bo involved in
the goals for agricultural roactiva
tion and should be approached for
financial support, adding that the
mobilization of tha private soctor

was probably the key to agricultural development, o

reiterated the United States' call during the Moating for [ICA
| to explore different ways to enlist private collaboration.

Mexico:
Modernization Should be Expanded to Other Sectors

In the opinion of Evangelina Beltran, Mexican delegate 1o
the Tenth Regular Meeting of the Executive Committee, the
process of modernization should be expanded beyond ag-
riculture to other sectors, as the cornerstone of ageneral de-
velopment strategy.

Beltran stated that "Agricultural modernization, as proposed
in the PLANLAC, is a valid pro-
posal which the countries should
apply to other sectors, inorderto
achieve better results." As an
example, she said that current
priorities in her country include
modernizing not only agricul-
ture, but also all aspects of insti-
tutional life.

She pointed out that Mexico had played a very important
role in the process leading to the approval of the PLANLAC,
and that this was "doubly beneficial" because it facilitated
closer relations with regional organizations linked to the
sector and strengthened integration among the countries.

The Mexican delegate described as "very sound" IICA's
efforts to coordinate the PLANLAC, primarily because the
experience the Institute has gained over the years has put
it in a unique position to deal with multilateral issues. She
suggested that, given the peculiar nature of the Mexican
agricultural sector, "some of the PLANLAC proposals be
adjusted to ensure their success."

PPanama;
Harmonlzation of Mollcles
Wil Promote Integration

I zoquiol Hodriguoz, thae Ministar of Agnoultural Davelop
mont of Panama, and Chalrman of tha Tarnth Hagular
Mooting of tha GA I xacutiva Gormimitlas, congldears thit
the harmonization of agricultural policles promoted by he
and his countarpars throughout Contral Americas will o
much for ovarall Intogration In tha subrogion

In hig Judgomaont, this procoss will bo i positive slop lorwird
in ostablishing a Contral Amarician conormic community,
which was outlinod In the Declaration of Antigus, signod by
tho Prosldonts of Contral Amarlea at tholr most recont
summit mooting, In Guatomali

Rodriguoz oxplainod that at i
rocont mooting of minlstors of
agriculture of Contral Amaorlcain
Honduras, callod by tho Ho
glonal Councll for Agricultural
Cooporation In Contral Amaorica,
Moxico, Panama and tho Do
minican  Ropublic (CORECA),
thoro was consonsus on tho
nood for tho agricultural soctor 1o bocome the hub of
dovolopmant In coming yoars,

He statoad, "CORECA has bocomao avory imporant forurrnin
which the ministers of agriculiure can reach agreoment not
only on mattors of koy importance, but also on guidelings for
actions." Rodriguoz also called attention to ICA's technical
support, through the PLANLAC, of Panama's efforts 1o
modernize the sector and Improve production efficiency

Peru:
PLANLAC, A Contribution to Overcoming the Crisis

During the meeting of the Executive Commitiee, the dele
gate from Peru, Jose Alfredo La Rosa, indicated that the
PLANLAC is a "valuable contribution” that can help lead the
region out of the crisls.

He pointed out that the programs

and projects of the PLANLAC are

beginning to bear fruit and

stressed the new role agriculture

must play in economic reactiva-

tion. He added that the proposals

lo modernize the sector have

been accepted and incorporated

/ ~ by the countries and by

subreglonal and regional integra-

tion forums. According to La

Rosa, the new government of Peru has a very clear picture
of the role of agriculture. Inthis first stage, "we are trying to
stabilize our economy in the understanding that the adjust-
ment process will favor the agricultural  sector.”




Headquarters

Director General Highlights Potential
of Agriculture in the "Bush Plan”

D unng a visit to the United States
from September 24-28 to attend
several intemational meetings and to
meet with political and agncultural
authorities from that country, the
Director General of IICA, Martin E.
Pifeiro, stated that President George
Bush's Initiative for the Americas
ffers a wide range of alternatives for
€ agricultural sector in Latin
merica and the Caribbean.

> =0 C

External Relations, Jorge
Werthein, attended the annual joint
assembly of the International

Monetary Fund and World Bank. He
also participated in the Twenty-
Second Conference of the Pan Ameri-
can Health Organization (PAHO) and
the Forty-second Meeling of the Re-
gional Committee of PAHO and the
World Health Organization (WHO).

The Director General also attended a
meeting of Latin American integration
organizations, organized by the Inter-

American Development Bank (IDB), to
study the Initiative for the Amencas,
which promotes the opening of a
hemispheric free trade market, as a
partial solution to the external debt
problem and an investment program.

Agriculture and the Bush Plan

During a press conference with inter-
national journalists in Washington
D.C., the Director General of IICA
indicated that the agricultural sector,
more than any other economic sector,
is in a position to negotiate with the
United States on equal footing. It can
benefit significantly in a free trade
hemisphere, as proposed in the
Initiative for the Americas.

He added that this initiative would
have a favorable impact on Latin
American and Caribbean agricultural
trade, which is an enormously
important sector for most of the
countries of the hemisphere.

He added, however, that the
magnitude of the impact of the Bush
Plan will depend in part on the results
of the Uruguay Round of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT). "If the Round is successful,"

he stated, “the impact will be much
greater."

Among the reasons why Central
America would benefit more from the
Plan than any other region, he
mentioned the proximity to the United
Sla‘le.s; its relatively limited economic
aclivity, which would “probably lead
Washinglon 1o make more
concessions,” and the fact that it
complements the economic activity of
the United States, since it produces
commodities not grown in the United

States. This type of trade liber
tion would cost little to the
Americans.

aliza-
North

In a wire from the French Press
agency, AFP, Pifieiro is quoted ag
saying that the Bush Plan is of singu-
lar importance for the hemisphere
and also places special importance
for the region on a working group se
up by the OAS, headed by the
Argentine ambassador, Juan Pablo
Lohle, to generate discussion ang
thought on the new possibilities for
economic ties with North  America.

The Director General added that the
decade of the 1990s should be "the
decade of agriculture," and the
agricultural sector should benefit
most from the Bush Plan, particularly
since it is export oriented.

Pifieiro stated to the Spanish News
agency EFE that "agriculture is the
economic sector about which the
United States and the countries of
Latin America and the Caribbean can
sitdown andtalk on evenfooting." He
recognized, however, that these
conversations could be complicated
by sanitary requirements, such as
those pertaining to the use of
pesticides and insecticides, which
must be "closely observed."

Pifieiro indicated that the Initiative for
the Americas "is a proposal for
negotiation. The United States is not
saying thatitwill grant concessions. !
is saying that we are equal partners
and as such we should sit down
10 negotiate mutually beneficial
concessions that promote greater
economic growth for the hemisphere:
The plan is not a trade initiative. !
s an initiative for growth and
development. Herein lies the merit of
the proposal."
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Closer Ties Forged Between Quebec and l[ICA

R epresentatives from tho governmont of Quoboc,

Laval University and the Inter-Amarican Organization
for Higher Education recently visited ICA Hoadquartors to
identify areas of cooperation and to strongthon ties with the
Institute.

Jean Herbert, Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food of
Quebec, and Alfred Marquis from Laval University visited
[ICA last August where they met with IICA Program
Directors. They were especially interested in the networks
coordinated by IICA's Technology Generation and Transfer
Program.

More recently, Penny Houghton, a representative from the
Inter-American University Organization (OUl) and Marie
France Lebreque, a specialist in rural women and
development from Laval University, visited Costa Rica,

The missions to IICA followed a visit made to Quebec by
IICA's Director of External Relations, Jorge Werthein, who
was accompanied by Ernani Fiori, the IICA Representative
in Canada.

Exchange of Information

Marie France Lebreque and IICA officials studied the
possibility of setting up a mechanism for the exchange of
information and experiences on rural women and
development

Lebreque, who heads the anthropology laboratory of Laval
University, indicated that the visit to IICA had been "very
successiul,” since it enabled her 1o exchange ideas and
experiences with that institution. The expert met with
technical experts from IICA's unit on rural women and
development and from the project on women and
communications being implemented with support from the
Swedish International Development Authority (SIDA).

She staled that during her visit the following possible areas
of joint efforts were established; training methods for rural
women and development; women and communications
(including the production of audio-visual aides); and
participatory research related 1o rural women,

These efforts will involve comparing methods used by
different institutes in training personnel that work with
women; facilitating the exchange of specialists In academic
events and in projects carried out by Laval University and

10

ICA, According to IICA officials, an agreement between,
IICA and Laval University is currently being developeq,

Cooperation with the oul

IICA Is oxploring the possibility of developing cooperation
actions with the OUI which will_make it possiblg 1o
incorporate speclalists from OUI member universities jn(o
tochnological networks administered by [ICA. The
cooporation will aim to provide training to professiong|
personnel In agricultural matters and will aim to include the
management of technology generation andtransferin their
areas of academic training.

According to Houghton, a letter of understanding is being

negotiated between the two agencies to define specific
areas of action,

and the types of
initial activities to
be executed.

The OUI, head-
quartered in
Quebec, brings
together 325 uni-
versities from the
continent and
promotes coop-
eration and the
exchange of ex-
periences
among its mem-
bers, 270 of
which are in Latin
America and the
Caribbean; the

restare in Canada and the United States. lts areas of work
include training in university administration, information and
communications, and the development of seminars on
spacific topics related to higher education. Houghton Sug-
gosted the possibility of including as a seminar topic agricul-
ture and support to technology transfer.

Penny Houghton

B

lICA is exploring the possibility of developing
cooperg:t/on actions with the OUI which will make
It possible to incorporate specialists from OU!

member universities into ¢ ical networks
administered by [ICA. -

—
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Barbadian Ambassador to the United States Visits IICA Headqguarters in Costa Rica

n Seplember 4, during a vist 1o

the Headquaners of the Inter-
american Institule for Cooperation
on Agriculture (IICA), the Ambassa-
dor of Barbados 1o the United States,
william Douglas, praised ICA's work
inthe Caribbean, especially s efforis
10 strengthen the ties between the
countries of the Caribbean and Latin
AMeErica.

The diplomat, who was in Costa Rica
to study the technical cooperation
IICA provides his country, was
welcomed by the Deputy Director
General of lICA, L. Harlan Davis, the
Director of Extemazl Relations, Jorge
Werthein, and the Director for
Caribbean Area Operations,
Reginald Pierre.

Ambassador Douglas stated that he
was particularly interested in IICA's
role in the Caribbean as concems
agroindustrial development, technol-
ogy transfer and agricultural
marketing. He referred to the
cooperation agreement signed in
1988 by IICA and the Caribbean
Agricultural Research and Develop-

mem Instilute (CARDI) as an

extremely “impontant step” in strength-
€ning integration among the nations of
the Caribbean and Latin America.
Under this agreement, IICA provides
CARDI with financizl support 10
strengthen research and technological
development in the Caribbean.
Another objeclive of the agreement is
to promote cooperation and links
between CARDI and other institutions
of the hemisphere to facilitate the
transfer of agricultural technology.

In explaining progress made to boost
economic integration inthe Caribbean,
the Ambassador indicated that it was
now necessary to step up efforts even
further, by coordinating with Latin
American nations. Along the same
lines, he emphasized the importance
of the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC), the execution of which is
being coordinated by IICA. Through
multinational programs and projects,
the PLANLAC secks 1o promoie a
modem agriculfure, linked to industry,
and capable of becoming a dynamic

ORSTOM and lICA

Study Areas for Joint Action

ndre Charrier, an expert from

the French Instifute of Scientific
Research for Development in
Coopersation (ORSTOM), recently
vieited IICA Headquarters to identify
new aseas of collaboration with IICA
related 1o technology generation and
transfer,

For two days, Charrier, in charge of
ORSTOM's Genetic Resources
Research Unit, met with specialists
from IICA’s Program Il, Technology
Generation and Transfer, respon-
sible for networks and projects.

 He met with the coordinators
of PROCACAO, PROMECAFE,

PROCITROPICOS, PROFRUTAS
and the Program on Strengthening
Agronomic Research on Basic Grains.
Each of these networks, in its specific
field, promotes joint efforts inresearch
and the exchange of experiences to
help improve agricultural production.

JIICA officials indicated that negotia-
tions will continue with this prestigious
French institute, and Simone
Chandelier, ORSTOM's Assistant
Head of the External Relations
Service, expressed her satisfaction
with the possibilty of increasing
collaboration between the 1iwo

component of the economies of the
region. In the Caribbean, the
PLANLAC strategy was based on the
proposals and objectives of the
Agricultural Sector Programme (ASP)
of CARICOM, approved by the
Standing Committee of Ministers
Responsible for Agriculture (SCMA).

According to the Ambassador, the
countries of the region must
coordinate their efforts to develop
agriculture, and the Caribbean must
produce more food for its people, so
as to reduce food imports.

4 )
Turrialba Journal
Celebrates 40 Years

T urrialba, which celebrates its
fortieth anniversary this year,
was described by Costa Rican
educators as one of the most
important tropical agricultural
publications in the world.

Turrialba is financed by the publica-
tions fund of the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agricul-
ture (IICA) and published quarterly in
Costa Rica. It is one of the few
journals of its type which has beenin
publication for forty years, without
interruption.

A study on the history and content of
this journal, conducted by members
of the Zoology Museum of the School
of Biology of the University of Costa
Rica (UCR), will be included in the
September edition of Turrialba.

The Turrialba staff indicated that it is
not easy to develop successful
agricultural journals in Latin
America. Many of them fail after one
or two years, mostly due to increas-
ing publication costs.

Nevertheless, Turrialba has been an
exception. By 1972, it ranked elev-
enth out of 681 specialized journals
in the world, in a study conducted by

the International Tropical Agriculture
msmute of Ibadan, Nigeria. v,
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epresentatives of the 12

countries which made up the Ex-
ecutive Committee of IICA this year,
welcomed "with satisfaction"
progress made in implementing the
Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the
Caribbean (PLANLAC).

When Manuel Otero, Coordinator of
the Plan, presented his report, he
explained that effots had been
stepped up to prepare the 77 he-

Executive Committee of IICA Praises Progress

System (SELA), a hemispheric
program of institutional strengthening
for international trade negotiations
and for the promotion of exports is in
operation. Its activities include follow-
up on the Uruguay Round of GATT,
specifically for negotiations on
agricultural commodities.

Other PLANLAC programs under way
to benefit allthe countries of the region
are the program of joint action to
develop and utilize agrobiotechno-

Made in Implementing the PLANLAC

mispheric and subregional proposals
approved in profile form by the minis-
ters of agriculture last October. Atthe
presenttime, 53 proposals have been
completed, which is 80% of those
mentioned above. Of that total, 35
projects are now underway, while the
procedure to obtain external funding
for the remaining projects has been
streamlined to speed up implementa-
tion.

Of the subregional projects under
way, nine are in the Central Area,
which includes the Central American
countries, the Dominican Republic,
Mexico and Panama. Seven are
being carried out in the Caribbean; six
in the Southern Area (Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and
Uruguay); and four in the Andean
Area (Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Venezuela).

Seven hemispheric projects, whose
activities involve Latin America and
the Caribbean as a whole, are under
way. One of these, jointly funded by
the Inter-American Development
Bank and IICA, providesthe countries
with support in preparing Agricultural
Sector Programs (liCA/IDB
Technical Unit). In coordinated action
with the Latin American Economic

12

logy, and the program to collect,
conserve and utilize genetic re-
sources. With the support of the
Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA) and the Government
of France, a program is also in
operation to strengthen an institution-
al network to support the countries in
promoting rural agroindustries.

Indescribing activities to publicize and
finance the PLANLAC, the
Coordinator of the Plan listed the
seminars held in eight countries of the
region and the donors' meetings to be
held soon in Central America and
Caribbean subregions. In his
comments on the Plan, Martin E.
Pifeiro, Director General of IICA, said
that since the last Inter-American
Conference of Ministers of Agriculture
(ICMA), held in Canada in 1987,
thinking on the role of agriculture
throughout the hemisphere "had
changed drastically." In Ottawa, he
explained, political consensus was
reached on the important role agricul-
ture could play in development strate-
gies; on the obsolescence of the de-
velopment model followed in the re-
gioninrecentdecades;on the concept
of modern agriculture linked with other
sectors, particularly with agroindustry;
and on the importance of responding

togethertothechallengesfacedbyme
sector, in order to strengthen hemi-
spheric integration.

The PLANLAC has translated the
political consensus reached at the
Ottawa agricultural summit into cop.
crete proposals for joint action. |
Pifieiro's opinion, the Plan, prepareq
by IICA in close collaboration with itg
member countries and other regiona|
organizations, "correctly interpreted
the direction in which the world was
moving and what the reg|
options for our countries would
be." He added that both the
declaration issued by the
ministers of agriculture in

Ottawa and the PLANLAC have
helped clarify thinking on the role of

agriculture in the development strate-

. gies of the countries of Latin America

and the Caribbean.

Government representatives sitting
on the Executive Committee,
particularly those from Canada, the
United States and Jamaica, under-
lined the importance of efforts coordi-
nated by IICA to contribute to reacti-
vating the agricultural sector, and
they encouraged the Institute to
continue these efforts.

Atthe same time, they recommended
increasing activities both to
incorporate the private sector of the
region into the strategies envisaged
in the Plan of Joint Action and to
evaluate, in close cooperation with
the subregional agricultural forums,
the progress made in executing the
Plan's initiatives.

After thanking the government repre- -

sentatives for their views, the Coord-
nator of the PLANLAC reminded them
that the Plan's implementation was @
responsibility shared with the coun-
tries themselves, and with integration
organizations and forums. Ih€
"PLANLAC is not IICA's alone," Oter°
stated.

B |
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inland and lICA are currently
negotiating that country's entry
e the Trifinio Project, thro_ugh an
no % o aimed at conserving the
ment in the border region of
Salvador and

| g
jnitiat!V
enVIfOn

Honduras-

The initiative, which is a component pf
the Integrated D'evelopment Plan in
the Border Region of El Salvador,
Honduras and Guatemala
(TRlFlNIO). was recen@ly presented
1o the government of Finland by the
gecretary General of the OAS, Joao
Baena Soares. Finland not long ago
pecame an OAS observer nation,
and, since then has expressed inter-
estincontributingto development and
integration in Central America.

The Trifinio Plan is implemented by a
trinational commission made up of
the vice presidents of El Salvador,
Guatemala and Honduras, with
technical and administrative support
from the OAS and |ICA.

Fin[and Considers Joining Trifinio
Project Environmental Program

In September, a meeting was held at
IICA Headquarters to study the
Proposal presented by the OAS. The
meeting was attended by Ritva
Jolkkqnen, a specialist for Latin
ﬁ]rtr;enc? an? Asia from the Finnish

rnational Development Agenc
(FINNIDA), DavidpSeIigsogn, ;
memb_er of the parliamentary
commission on international
cooperation and Pertti Majanen, the
chargé d'affaires of the Finnish
embassy in Costa Rica.

During their visit to IICA, the Finnish
experts met with Institute officials to
discuss proposals for several new
areas of cooperation, such as the
environment, rural women, etc.
Conversations relevant to the Trifinio
proposal will continue in the near

future, through the Finnish embassy
in Costa Rica.

-

Ritva Jolkkonen

Dutch Institute Will Support Dissemination
of PLANLAC in Europe

he Institute of Social Studies of

the Netherlands (ISS), a
research and educational organiza-
tion with many years of experience in
the field of development, will support
the discussion and dissemination of
the strategy for agricultural reactiva-
tion being promoted by IICA.

Chris Kay, an ISS specialist, visited
IICA Headquarters from August
12-16 to discuss alternatives for
Support to IICA. In particular, he
studied the possibility of a high-level
Seminar that will be held in the
Netherlands next year, with partici-
Pants from the academic community
and researchers from Europe, 1o
discuss the Plan of Joint Action for
Agricultural Reactivation in Latin

America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC).

Kay indicated that the PLANLAC is of
g{eat value because it offers a "new
falegic and long-term vision" of the

agricultural sector within an overall
process of economic and social
development. He added that "A
meeting of ISS members and other
European experts willbe an excellent
opportunity for IICA to present this
new vision of agriculture in Latin
America and the Caribbean to
members of the academic and
research communities of Europe."

He added that the ISS can be a valu-
able channel for making Europe
aware that, in its dealings with Latin
America, economic assistance alone
will not be enough, and that it must be
accompanied by concrete actions
aimed, for example, at balancing
international trade.

In presenting topics to be included on
the agenda of the seminar, Kay
underscored the interests shared by
[ICA and ISS. These include: major
changes in the current internationgl
context and European unification in

1992-1993; the new role to be played
by the State in the 1990s; technologi-
cal change, particularly in biotech-
nology; and the need to promote a
style of rural development that eases

poverty in the region.

Kay stated

that "We are impressed by IICA's
capability to coordinate the efforts of
other institutions involved in develop-
ment in the region and to generate

strategies.

We are interested in

supporting organizations capable of

analyzing and

formulating valid

alternatives for responding to the new

international situation."

Initial contacts with ISS were made by
IICA's Director of External Relations,
Jorge Werthein, during an official visit
last year to several European nations
to seek supportforthe implementation

of the PLANLAC.
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Latin America and the Caribbean:

IICA Participates in Congress of

Agricultural Economists

l ICA participated in the Third Congress of Agricultural

Economists of Latin America and the Caribbean, re-
cently heldin Cartagena, Colombia, togetherwith represen-
tatives from 12 countries of the region, Canada and the
United States.

The participants discussed the gradual opening up of
international trade, the liberalization of the economies and
the modernization of agriculture as requisites for develop-
ment. The Congress was organized by the Latin American
and Caribbean Association of Agricultural Economists
(ALACEA), in collaboration with the Colombian Association
of Agricultural Economists and public and private entities of
this Andean country.

The Congress served as a forum for discussing the
modernization process and the need for it to be carried out
with equity, in order to involve more small farmers. The
participants stressed that modernization should go handin
hand with sustainable development, so as to conserve the
natural resource base.

The topic of agricultural modernization is closely linked to
lICA’s current mandate, handed down by the ministers of
agriculture of the hemisphere, to coordinate the
implementation of the Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC), which promotes a modern agricultural sector
linked with agroindustry, as the dynamic force behind

The Congress served as a forum for
discussing the modernization process and
the need for it to be carried out with equity,
in order to involve more small farmers. The
participants stressed that modernization
should go hand in hand with sustainable
development, so as to conserve the
natural resource base.

development. Officials of ALACEA indicated that its main
concern -shared by technical experts working in the public
sector, union organizations, and private and international
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organizations-is that in L atjn Amer
and the Caribbean the agricuttyry
and agroindustrial sectors acquire the
technological know-how ang

gerial and organizational capapjfice
that will allow them to Participate ze.
tively in the international economy,

e ——

The work of the Association is fyjy
consistent with the proposals included jn
the PLANLAC, a strategy "that strives to
bring together public international
organizations and private organizations."

According to the
president-elect of
ALACEA, Carlos
Pomareda, from
Peru, this concern
focuses not only
on individual and
professional re-
sponsibilities, but
also on the capa-
bility of the State
and its institutions
to ensure that ag-
riculture will con-
tinue to have a
viable role in the
rapidly changing
international
scene. Pomareda

added that a modern agricultural sector will enable the

region to compete efficiently, and stressed the need forthe
sector to become a part of a development process that has
a "strong commitment to equity in today's society and for
future generations." ;

President-elect of ALACEA, Carlos
Pomareda, from Peru.

He added that the work of the Association is fully consistent
witr_\ the proposals included in the PLANLAC, a strategy that
“strives to bring together public international organizations
and private organizations." Pomareda will take office as
president of the Association in 1993. The participants also
underscored the importance of gradually opening up the
economies and liberalizing domestic economies. In support
of this proposal, the participants recommended that public
Institutions responsible for pricing policies play a new rqle, 3
less oriented toward intervention, and more toward ensuring.

that the benefits of free trade reach small-scale farmers
directly.




overnment officials, [ICA
G officials and European consult-
ots are currently §tudying priority
actions for research in order to bring
he program to strqutheq researchin
pasic grains into line with the food
needs of the countries of the Central
american isthmus.

a

This initiative aims 1o increase com,
pean, rice and sorghum production,
and improve the socioeconomic

Central America:

situation of small- and medium-scale
farmers of the Isthmus working with
these Crops.

The European Economic Community
(EEC) has provided approximately
US$12 million to finance this
four-year program.

The Executive Secretariat of the
Regional Council for Agricultural
Cooperation in Central America,
Mexico, Panama and the Dominican
Republic (CORECA), headquartered
atliCAin Costa Rica, willbe incharge
of managing the program.

One of the coordinators, Frederik Van
Sluys, from the Netherlands, stated
that the planning stage was under
way and that the goal is to actively
involve the countries in defining lines
of action so as to ensure that these

actions truly respond to the countries'
Needs.

Directors of research and agricultural
extension services from each country
of Central America and Panama will
Meet in Guatemala in early
December to design the strategy for

- the next four years and the specific
Planfor 1991,

f‘,ja_nuary 1991, the ad hoc
Mittee, a political body made up

—<—

Strategy.

The Program is pPart of the PLANLAC
strategy for Central America and
resulted from the Foog Security Pro-
gram of the Action Committee in Sup-
port of Economic and Social Devel-
opment in Central America and Pan-
ama (CADESCA), which was  cre-

atedin 1986 and financed by the EEC
and the government of France.

Profirio Masaya, from Guatemala,
co-directs the Program, along with
Van Sluys. Masaya explainedthat this
initiative aims to set up a regional
technology generation and transfer
systemforbasic grains. He addedthat
the goal of the Program is to identify
“each country's comparative
advantages vis-a-vis research and to
set up an information exchange
system."

Van Sluys indicated that the Program
seeks to strengthen interaction
among Central American research
centers and, at the same time, serve
as a link for cooperation with similar
institutes in Europe, through the ex-
change of specialists from the Center
for International Cooperation in Agri-
cultural Research for Development
(CIRAD), headquartered in France,
and the Royal Institute for the Tropics
(KIT), locatedin the Netherlands, both
of which currently provide technical
assistance to the Program.

This set up will make it possible to
benefit fromexisting capabilitiesinthe
Central American region and, when
necessary, Wwith support from

European centers.

Officials from CORECA also
indicated that the Basic Grains
Program will be included in the
process to harmonize policies on
technology, in support of Central
American economic integration.

This initiative, they added, is the first
program to be executed by CORECA
under the PLANLAC.

Priorities to be Established for Research in Basic Grains

The goal of the program is to increase corn,
bean, rice and sorghum production and, as a
result, the socioeconomic situation of small-
and medjum-scale farmers who farm these
crops in the isthmus.
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fficials from different public

entities and international
agencies recently met in Nicaragua
to conduct an in-depth study of the
Plan of Joint Action for Agricultural
Reactivation in Latin America and
the Caribbean (PLANLAC).

Participants at the meeting,
organized by the IICA Office in
Nicaragua, were the Coordinator of
the PLANLAC and Advisor to the
Director General, Manuel Otero, the
Assistant Deputy Director General
for Operations, Alfonso Cebreros
and the I[ICA Representative in
Nicaragua, Jose Alfonso Chirinos.

Chirinos and Cebreros spoke on the
process involved in preparing the
PLANLAC and the importance of the
Planin modernizing agriculture inthe
region.

S

Seminar on PLANLAG Brings Together |

Different Sectors in Nicaragua

Otero offered a detailed explanation of
the strategy, its projects and ; pro-
grams, andthe institutionaland _ﬂnan-
cial mechanisms to be usedin imple-
menting the PLANLAC. He also out-
lined the priority areasfor  programs
and projects of joint action.

Approximately 30 specialists from the
agricultural and economic sectors
participated in the seminar. Among
them were the Minister of Agriculture,
Roberto Rondon and the Deputy
Ministers of Agriculture and External
Cooperation, Jorge Gransa and Noel
Viduary, respectively.

Also present were officials from the

Ministry of External Relationg, the
Secretariat of Planning ang the
Budget, the National Developmem
Bank, the Nicaraguan Invesimep
Fund, the National Agriculturg)
University, international agencigg
and the Central American Business
Administration Institute (INCAE),

During the fruitful discussions,
Minister Rondon stressed the
importance of continuing to work to
modernize the agricultural sector in
his country, especially when the
economy of Nicaragua is in a severe
crisis.

Canada Supports Implementation of the PLANLAC

The project management committee is the highest technical and political authority of the IICA/

CIDA project.

C anada will support the implem-
entation of the Plan of Joint
Action for  Agricultural Reactivation
in Latin America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC), through the [ICA/CIDA
project 1o support Institute
Programs.

Topics specifically to receive support
include agricultural modernization,
development with equity and
conservation of natural resources.
These areas were identified during a
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recent meeting of the project
management committee, made up of
representatives from the Canadian
International Development Agency
(CIDA), Agriculture Canada and IICA.

Itwas also decided that the project will
provide financial support to the
preparation of studies that will serve
as a basis for discussion and
decision making at the Tenth Inter-
American Conference of Ministers
of Agriculture (ICMA), to be held in

Spain next year. The first of these
documents has already been
prepared and concerns  recom-
mendations and strategies for the
sustainable development of agricul-
ture in Latin America and the Carib-
bean.

Another important decision made by
the project management committee
will expedite the entry of three
Caribbean countries -Belize,
Montserrat and St. Kitts and
Nevis- into the CARAPHIN network.
The objective of this network is to
strengthen national and regional
capabilities for monitoring and
evaluating the economic impact of
diseases and pests that affect
agricultural trade and production in
the Caribbean.

The management committee is the
highest technical and political
authority of the IICA/CIDA project,
and meets at least twice a year {0
discuss and decide on operating and
administrative matters.




PLANLAC:

its Contribution to Regiong Integration ang Development

Alfonso Cebreros (*)

uring the decade of the eighties the production
D capacily. in Latin America and the Caribbean fe||
sharply, as did the standard of living, both of which were
already in @ serious situation. Many countries are currently
facing @ "wartime economy" and even in those where there
has been some recovery in terms of employment and
income, such levels are still far from satisfactory.

As we enter a new decade, the countries of the region are
not only finding it difficult to undertake ambitious economic
reactivation programs, but also are unable, to varying de-
grees, to keep up with the dramatic and unprecedented
changes ocurring in the international context, in which
politics and economics intermingle to create an environment
where "everything is possible" and "nothing can be antici-

pated.” Uncertainty has become something we must learn
to live with.

Integration processes, some of which were already
beginning to produce positive results, were affected
because priority had to be given to national problems,
forcing many joint efforts to be cancelled, put on hold or
postponed until better times. The protraction, and, in some
cases, worsening of the economic crisis, has shown that an
essential element of the formula for overcoming it is to
harmonize policies as the foundation for a new stage of
integration and multinational initiatives. The need for such
harmonization is even more apparent if we consider the
effects of the isolated policies and actions characterizing
past efforts by the countries to avoid the collision course
their economies were on.

Even though adjustment policies and measures taken to
combat the economic crisis follow a general pattern, they
were, and still are, adopted and implemented unilaterally by
the countries. The net result has been a weakening of
régional trade and economic integration because use was
not made of political economies of scale and negotiating

(*) IICA's Assistant Deputy Director General for
Operations

Power. Integration
was also weakened
by the preferential
treatment given to
certain sectors, with
top priority being
placed on liberaliza-
tion of trade, less
emphasis being given
to industrial develop-
ment and very little

attention being paid to the role of agriculture in plans for
economic reactivation.

A NEW ROLE

Inthis regard, the PLANLAC has come along at just the right
time to propose a new role for the agricultural sector in the
development and integration of Latin America and the
Caribbean, and in the relations of the sector with the world
economy. The Plan demands a new approach in which
agriculture is seen as part of an expanded sector that
includes the agroindustrial complex and envisages inter-
sectoral relations with services and tourism, for example.

The way to achieve this is through the execution of
multinational projects which lay the bases for joint efforts
among several countries or a subregion, or even the entire
hemisphere, without imposing artificial limitations on
national efforts. The efforts of individual countries would
depend on the priority each assigns to the project and its
access to resources, which can be enhanced through
bilateral negotiations carried out by each country.
Multinational projects require solid institutional support from
established integration mechanisms such as the Board of
the Cartagena Agreement (JUNTA), and the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM). Such a mechanism must be
brought up to date and strengthened in the Andean Area, in
Central America, to reflect the new situation there and the
potential of the region, and another such mechanisms
(Advisory Council for Agricultural Cooperation
(CONASUR) is to be established in the Southern Cone.
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identifying priorities, translating them into concrete pro-
posals, negotiating external resources and implementing
projects in such away as o improve the use of the human

information, technology transfer and marketing networks
vihich wiill further boost benefits.

Muttinational or regional projects should be aimed at in-
creasing production, developing and diversifying trade re-
lations and improving the supply of inputs and raw
materials, with a view to expanding considerably the
production capacity of the agricultural sector.

The services that will be needed for such development
can be obtained at a lower cost through regional actions
including the promotion of the use of irrigation, linking the
storage system with credit, research and technology
transfer and the training and organization of differentiated
groups of farmers.

Allin 2ll, this type of project is an effective instrument for
increasing the region and the sector's competitiveness.
Such projecis can have agreater effectthanthatachieved
by simply liberalizing the economy, and, in any case, they
are absolutely essential if the different subregions of Latin
America and the Caribbean are to take advantage of the

new markets opening up.

Joint action will also be necessary if all the countries are
1o benefit from extra-regional negotiations and from the
adoption of common stances in response to initiatives
which will be difficult to come to grips with in any event,
such as the search for a definitive solution to the problem
of the external debt and the rapid and thorough
liberalization of trade throughout the hemisphere. In the
case of the latter, as was the case in the GATT, negotia-
tions related to agriculture are expected to be especially
complex.

ECONOMIC INTEGRATION

Discussion of the ideas generated through the PLANLAC
has done more than merely increase awareness as to the
importance of reassessing and taking a new approach to
the role of the agricultural sector in promoting economic
growth and rural well-being. It has also contributed to the
renewed emphasis being givento economic integration in
strategies and policies aimed at providing a valid and
lasting solution fo the crisis besetting the region.

Thus, ALADI has taken sleps to reduce fariffs; the
18

R
"1ICA studies indicate it will pg
especially important to harmonizg
policies and act/'ons,' leading t,
strategic public and private invest.
ments to increase the intra- anqg
extra-regional trade of inputs anq
products ..."

—

Presidents of Central America have given greater emphasis to
economic issues in the integration process, which now in-
cludes Panama, and that was paralyzed during a decade of
crisis: CARICOM is making plans that will accelerate unity
among the Caribbean nations, which are of growing interest o
Venezuela, Brazil, Colombia and Mexico; the Andean coun-
tries have strengthened their ties; Brazil and Argentina have
announced the opening of a common market that will include
Uruguay; in the Southern Cone, there is now a mechanism for
coordination and consultation on agricultural issues, a topic
gaining importance in the different subregions; and projects in
border areas between two or more countries are becoming
more numerous and more important.

While resources, efforts and sound decision making are indis-
pensable for integration to become a reality and for the region
to play a larger role in the world economy, progress must also
be made in harmonizing policies. This will help to reduce
imbalances, in terms of competitiveness, among natural part-

ners, which complicates the implementation of coordinated
actions.

IICA studies indicate it will be especially important to harmo-
pize policies and actions, leadingto strategic publicand private
!nvestments to increase the intra- and extra-regional trade of
Inputs and products, more efficient production and distribution
systems, the substitution of imports and the promotion of non-
traditional exports, which will further integration and provide
products with greater value added.

The strategy proposed in and the projects generated as @
rqsult of the PLANLAC are intended to achieve these goals,
with a view to making the work carried out by the different
countries in the field of agriculture more effective.

Withthe political support and concrete action of the countries,
and coordinated through the subregional integration mecha-
nisms, IICA will work to promote a modern and dynamic
agricultural sector capable of having a multiplier effect on the
economy and providing a worthwhile livelihood for farmers:



programs on the March

program I Supports Modernization of Regional Agriculture During 1989-90

uring the 1989-1980 period,

IICA's Program |, Agricultural
policy Analysis and Planning, ~ con-
centrated its efforts on helping the
countries design agriculturaldevelop-
ment strategies, strengthen their
capabilities 10 manage appropriate
economic policies for the sector, and
develop mechanisms for harmonizing

policies among the countries.

Inapresentationto the Tenth Regular
Meeting of the Executive Committee
of IICA, the Director of Program |,
Carlos Pomareda, indicated that, with
regard to agricultural strategies, work
has focused mainly on three aspects:
acknowledging the need to cease to
view agriculture as a primary sector
and redefine it as an agricultural-
agroindustrial complex; promoting a
process to modernize the sector in
order to equip it to compete in

domesﬁc and international markets and:
Proposing strategic actions for the State

that‘will encourage modernization with
equity.

The second area in which Program | has
been working deals with improving
capabilities to analyze, provide advisory
services, reach agreement on and
manage policies that affect agriculture.
It should be noted that the concept of
agricultural policy has been superseded
by the concept of policies for agriculture.
In this respect, work is geared toward
building up capabilities at the national
level.

Pomareda explained that training
events have been developed mainly at
the regional level in courses conducted
in Chile, Paraguay and Guatemala.
These courses brought professionals
from various sectors togetherto discuss

topics related to economic policy,
making it possible for people in-
volved in agriculture to enhance
their knowledge of economics,
while officials responsible for
macroeconomic policies have be-
come more aware of what is needed
to improve relations among the sec-
tors.

The third area in which the Program
concentrated its efforts over the
past year was in the establishment
of regional projects in the Carib-
bean, Central, Andean and South-
ern Areas to harmonize policies
among the countries. The aim is to
harmonize policies so as to favorin-
vestments, intraregional trade and
trade with third countries.

Program V:

Agricultural Health Objectives Redefined

T he new objectives of IICA's
Program V, Agricultural Health,
include the development of technical
cooperation activities designed to
facilitate the exportation of agricul-
fural commodities, increase
production and provide protection
against exotic diseases and pests.

During IICA's last Executive Commit-
tee meeting, Jerry Fowler, Director of
Program V, gave a presentation in
which he indicated that one of the
goals of the Program's new structure
IS to work closer with the private sec-
tor and, at the same time, to begin
focusing on environmental protection
and the quality of foodstuffs in all the
Program's projects, as an important
Mmeans for protecting the environ-
ment and public health.

In line with the PLANLAC, the Program
will contribute to reactivating the
agricultural sector by solving problems
caused by diseases and pests that limit
trade and reduce productivity. Activities
will boost the exportation of agricultural
commodities by helping the countries
comply withthe sanitary requirements of
international trade.

The Program is also considering joint
projects with the other IICA Prggrams:
Agricultural Policy Analysu.s and
Planning, Technology Generation and
Transfer, Organization and Manage-
ment for Rural Development and
Marketing and Agroindustry.

As a result of the changes, the following
multinational projects currently under

way were reformulated for implem-
entation as of July:

- Inter-American Agricultural Health
Monitoring and Information Network
(RIMISA)

- Project to Facilitate the Trade of
Agricultural Commodities in the
Central Area

- Andean Fruit Fly Project

- Strengthening the Andean Animal
Health Laboratories Network

- Project to Facilitate Trade of Agri-
cultural Commaodities in the South-
ern Area Through Joint Actions with
COSAVE

- Project to Facilitate Trade of Live-
stock Products in the Southern Area
-Surveillance and Monitoring of
Data and Information on Animal and
Plant Diseases and Pests to Facili-
tate Increased Production Efficiency
in the Caribbean (CARAPHIN)

- Animal Health and Plant Protection
Emergency Fund.



Action 1n the Countries
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Coordination of Agricultural Policies

Under Way

D unng 3 meeting held in El
dor from September 11-13,

the s of agnculture of Central
Amenca made progress in coordinating
agricultural policies, in compliance with
2 mandate handed down by the
i the isth and which
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[ICA Promotes
Food Self-sufficiency
in Argentina

of Argentina (SAGyP) recently sighed
an agreement 1o implement a program
on food self-sufficiency, geared toward
nd communities located in

3

0
[\
m !

ipe Solz, an official of the SAGyP,
Carlos Garramon, IICA
resentative in Argentina, signed the
documents to implement the Program
for Urban Agriculture and Self-
sufficiency. The initiative, 1o be imple-
mented in several stages, will eventually
involve other large cities located in the
interior of the country. The aim of the
program is to provide low-income fami-
lies with food production techniques that
will enable them to satisfy their basic
needs.
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ture and market information
systems.

Proposals will also be prepared to
harmonize policies where there is
an overlapping of responsibility
among government agencies,
such as agroindustrial develop-
ment, promotion of exports and
intraregional trade.

The Coordination Secretariat of
CORECA, together with IICA, will
be responsible for developing a
methodology to guide the work of
the national technical committees
involved in the harmonization
process. It will also work to
coordinate other tasks required to
guarantee the success of these
integration efforts.

Pursuant to a resolution appro

the ministers, CORECA, wﬁt% s‘f,%f,g,{
from lICA, presented a proposal to the
group of legal advisers who are stygy-
ing a new legal and institutional frame-
work for the integration of the
subregion. Through this proposal, the
institutions of the agricultural sectoy
willbe strengthened and givenarole o
play in the integrated development
process of Central America.

The ministers reiterated their interest
in having CORECA's Special
Commission of Ministers of Agriculture
of Central America serve as a repre-
sentative body of the six countries in
the new integration plan for the isth-
mus. The agreements approved last
July in Honduras, as well as those
approved in El Salvador, will be sub-
mitted to the Central American presi-
dents during their next meeting, to be
held in Puntarenas, Costa Rica in
December. It was also agreed to start
preparations for a regional summit on
agriculture, to be held in early 1991.

7

EXHIBITION OF RURAL PAINTINGS IN ARGENTINA. The works of 20
Argentine painters, who competed for the 1989 |ICA Painting Award, were
exhibited in the Exhibition Hall of the Organization of American States
(OAS) in Buenos Aires. The 1989 IICA Award for Painting, co-sponsored
by the Quintennial Commission of the Discovery of America: Encounter of
Two Worlds, was inaugurated by Representatives from the OAS and IICA,
s Benny Sander and Carlos Garramon, respectively. J




on the fisheries sector in Uruguay will be
conducted by IICA over the next few months, at the
of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and

est
red” rnment of Uruguay.

Using the proposals generated py this study, the
overnment of Uruguay andthe IDB will be able to establish
2 funding operation that will include a sectoral loan or
investments program for 1991.

This type of regional technical cooperation mechanism is

r of an agreement signed by the IDB and IICA, through
which lICA's Center for Investment Programs and Projects
(CEPP) will prepare sectoral assessments, studies and
programs for the Institute's member countries.

Theobjectives of the study are to conduct a sectoral assess-
ment and formulate concrete proposals to restructure and
reactivate the sector, with emphasis on strengthening pri-
vate sector activities and opening up  investment opportu-
nities for entrepreneurs. It will also include measures to
upgrade the institutional structure of State agencies in-
- volved in the fisheries subsector.

- According to the report prepared by the fact-finding mission
~ made up of specialists from the IDB, IICA and the
-~ government of Uruguay, the fisheries sector has been
- stagnant for the past five years, with production and export
levels lower than during the first half of the 1980s.

Enterprises in the sector are heavily indebted and have not
been able to solve their financial problems, in spite of having

IcA To Conduct Study on Fisheries Sector in Uruguay

rescheduled their debts. Most of them have been seriously
affected by various national circumstances, among which
are the inflexible administration of the fisheries plan, the
exchange rate policies in effect in the early 1980s, and alack
of research leading to new investment opportunities.

Althoughthere have been practically no private investments
in the sector during the past five years, which has led to a
scarcity of capital, the government of Uruguay has taken a
series of macroeconomic measures that have helped create
favorable conditions for production activities. In addition, it
has commited itself to supporting the development of the
fisheries sector.

Review and restructuring

The study will evaluate information on fisheries resources
and the geopolitical conditions that determine the
exploitation of the resources; examine technologies used in
catching and processing fish and in integrated fleet-industry
operations; and study the possibilities of placing Uruguayan
fisheries products on the international market.

The study will also review the debt problem and the financial
viability of the enterprises; analyze the legal framework of
the institutional structure, and propose recommendations
for sectoral or economic policies that affect the sector,
including a proposal for specific actions in critical areas.

Uruguay:

and Government Technicians

: T WO seminar-workshops were re-

Training Provided to Members of Cooperatives

programming capabilities of the core

actions with very low-income
farmers. Participants in the seminar
included technicians from the
Directorate of Extension Services of
the Ministry and personnel from
municipal agencies in charge of
promoting agriculture.

3 cently conducted in Uruguay:
- 9nelo train members of cooperatives
- in production techniques for small
~ 'ams (granjas) and the other to equip
- 9overnment technicians to work more
ely with small-scale farmers.

- The challenges facing Uruguay's
O€xport sector were discussed
Feg the first meeting of the
e GAefated Agrarian Cooperatives
\YAF), held at the IICA Office in
'evideo. The objective of the
'was to boost activities of the
' Cooperatives and to
hen the working capacity and

<.

group of leaders of grassroots
cooperatives and CAF rural develop-
ment societies. The meeting was
conducted with support from the I1DB
and IICA, through the project “Institu-
tional Support to the Granja Sector."

The second seminar was held at the
“La Estanzuela" experimental station
and sponsored by the Ministry of
Livestock, Agriculture and Fisheries
(MGAP) and IICA. The go:_al of the
seminar was to disseminate informa-
tion on and helpthe participants better
understand the principal roles played
by institutions in joint, coordinated

: & ‘ "‘g ¥ ;
The Minister of Livestock, Agriculture and Fish-
eries of Uruguay, Alvaro Ramos (right), partici-
pated in the seminar held at "La Estanzuela®
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New Executive Secretary of PROCISUR Designated

S ~An
T

as Executive Secretary of
OCISUR. Dall'Agnoal is currently

) s

the international coordinator of the
project on soybeans and other
oilseeds.

The zppointment was made by the
Steering Committee of the Coopera-
tive Program for the Development of

gricultural Technology in the South-
emn Cone (PROCISUR) during a
meeting held in Uruguay early in
October. Dell'Agnol will replace the

N -

I n January 1991, Amelio
Dall'Agnol, from Brazil, will take

H
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A
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late Edmundo Gastal, considered to
be the framer of PROCISUR.

The Committee, made up of the
directors of agricultural research
agencies in Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Paraguay and Uruguay, evaluated the
progress of the Program's ten projects
and approved the 1991 work plan.

PROCISUR maximizes the use given
to the resources available in the
countries and to the advantages
offered by participating institutions,
thus avoid the duplication of efforts. It

The PROCISUR Steering
Committee analyzed the
progress of ten projects
under way and approved the
1991 work plan,

seeks to bridge the technology gap
that exists in the region, as compared
with developed countries.

It was also agreed to establish the
"Edmundo Gastal Award," in memory
of the manwho led PROCISUR for so
many years. This award will be
conferred every two years, in
recognition of outstanding work
carried out in the participating
countries related to horizontal coop-
eration or regional cooperation in
agricultural technology. The award, a
diploma and a gold medal, will be
granted for the first time in 1991.

Photos on Rural
Women Exhibited

in Brazil

T he best photographs on rural
women in Latin America and the
Caribbean, chosen from the contest
organized by the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (lICA) and the Radio
Nederlands Training Centre (RNTC),
were exhibited at the National
Theater of Brasilia from September
27 to October 14.

The activity, which was carried out
with the collaboration of the govern-
ment of the Federal District of Brasilia
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and IICA, included 58 color photo-
graphs and 64 in black and white.

Julie Anne Coimbra, from Brazil, was

awarded first prize in the black and
whl_te category for her photograph
entitled "A caminho de casa" (The
W_ay Home) ,and Noel Norton, from
Trinidad, was awarded first prize in
the color category.

The purpose of the contest was 0
raise society's awareness of the roleof
rural women: an important sector of
the rural population. It also sought to
promote a greater understanding of
the type of work performed by rural
women and the cultural, economic:
educational and family aspects of theif
lives. These works were previously
exhlblt_ed at the headquarters of th
Organization of American States
(OAS), in Washington, D.C. and if
Trinidad and Tobago.



Peru:

Funding for Agricultural Development Studied

S pgcialists meeting recently in

Luma, Peru to discuss new types
of funding for agricultural develop-
ment recommended that public
iInvestment be directed toward highly
productive projects that generate

income Quickly and facilitate
subsequent investment.

_T'he paricipants, 39 professionals
om the public and private sectors
-d representatives of international
cooperation organizations and
agencies, underscored the comple-
mentarity of public and private invest-
ment and recommended redefining
the State, to give it a greater role in
promoting development.

minister of agriculture of this Andean
nation, Efrain Palti Solano.

This activity produced policy
proposals and strategies for action
related to publicinvestment and is tied
to lICA's efforts to coordinate the
execution of the Plan of Joint Action
for Agricultural Reactivation in Latin
America and the Caribbean
(PLANLAC). The PLANLAC has a

High-level officials from
the agricultural sector
of Peru participated in

specific strategy for the Andean
subregion, which promotes
modernizing agriculture and linking it
to industry as a means of reactivating
the economies of the region. It
contains multinational programs and
projects aimed at solving problems
common to two or more countries
which affect the production and

export of agricultural and agro-
industrial products.

a the seminar.
The seminar-workshop, entitled

"Strategic public sector investments
in the development of agriculture,"
was organized by the 1ICA Office in
Peru. Participants included vice

Publications

IICA Office in Peru
US$3.00

his  publication,
entitled "El Sector
Agropecuario Peruano
Situacién y Perspectivas
para su Reactivacién” was
based on four studies by
national consultants and
technical expersfromthe
IICA Office in Peru which
\med to identify the causes of agriculural stagnation inthis
ean country, and to propose alternatives for the rational

se of resources, as well as policies to help reactivate

riculture and boost rural development.

e research served as the foundation for two seminars
ich brought together representatives from profgssfonal
ganizations and unions, public and private institutions,

Book Pub!
Outlook for Agrici!]
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universities and political parties Among the contributors
are the current Prime Minister, Juan Carlos Hurtado, and
the Vice Minister of Agriculture of the new government
Efrain Palti.

The book is divided into five chapters, and describes the
limited growth of Peru's economy and the agricultural sector
over the last 20 years. It also mentions as the principal
causes of this situation, the scarcity of arable land, the wide
variety of agrarian problems affecting the country, and
macroeconomic and sectoral policies that have depressed
agricultural prices and discouraged agricultural-industrial
linkages.
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® During the month of

IICA in the news

International news agencies
(IPS, AFP, ACAN-EFE, UPI)
and newspapers from
Mexico (Excelsior, La
Jornada), Guatemala (El
Grafico), Nicaragua (La
Prensa, Nuevo Diario),
Costa Rica (La Nacion),
Panama (Panama America,
EL Siglo, La Prensa),
Barbados (Sunday Sun,
Nation, Barbados Advo-
cate), Peru (EI Peruano),
Chile (La Tercera), and
Argentina (Cronista Com-
ercial, Clarin), indicated that

this meeting contributed to
forging the consensus onthe
need to modernize the
agricultural sectorwithaview
to helping reactivate the
economies of the region.

They also highlighted
statements made by the
Director General, Martin E.
Pifieiro, to the AFP and EFE
in Washington, on President
George Bush's plan, known
as the Initiative for the
Americas.

During a visit to
Washington, D.C.,

SECOON FINANCERA
Fod se Comdiioma @ ls Rondo Ununey

Fovorable Para la Agricultura de
A. latina la Propuesta de G. Bush

—

contemplated in the initiauveL
(AFP). The Director Gep
eral of IICA added
neveriheless, that the impag
of this initiative will b

September, the press
highlighted the Tenth
Regular Meeting of the
Executive Commitiee of
[ICA, at which time progress
n the exec n of e
PLANLAC was studie
theme of ¢
agriculture c cids
upon and the guidelines

ne Institute’ s actions un

Upcoming activities

Eighth Latin American Meeting
on Agricultural Financing
November 7-9

Caracas, Venezuela

Some 75 professionals from 17
countries will study the financing of
technological innovations in agricul-
ture and agroindustry. They will look
into the dynamics of comparative
advantages in the development of
agroindustrial complexes; programs
forfinancing innovations and technol-
ogy transfer in agriculture and agroin-
dustry; cooperative services and the
modernization of development
banks, among other topics.
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can reap

The meeting is being organized by
lICA, the Latin American Association
of Animal Production (ALPA), the
Center for Latin American Monetary
Studies (CEMLA) and the Agricultural
Credit Fund of Venezuela (FCA).

Seminar on Policies Related to In-
dustrial Property Rights on
Biotechnological Inventions, and
on the Use of Germplasm In Latin
America and the Caribbean,

November 27-29
Caracas, Venezuela

The principal objective of the activity is

Pifieiro indicated that,
withregardto agricul-
iure, Lalin Americais in
a posiiion to negotiate
on equal footing with
the United States. In
his opinion, the region
important
benefits from a large
free trade zone, as

determined to a ceai
exient by the results of th
Uruguay Round of th
Gerneral Agreement o
Tarifis and Trade (GAT]
(EFE).

to review current thinking on t
protection of intellectual propef
rights in technological and econor
development, with emphasis on be
technologies and the agricultural sé
tor. Efforts will be made to establis
general guidelines for a regional pf
gram on intellectual property rights!
biotechnological inventions. Trl
meeting is a joint activity of !
Regional Biotechnology Program
UNDP/UNIDO, UNESCO and !I¢
with the participation of the WO
Intellectual Property Organizall
(WIPO) and the Polar Foundatio™
Venezuela. It is funded by

Canadian International Develop™"
Agency (CIDA).
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