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About IICA 
 

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), established in 1942, 
is the specialized agricultural agency of the Inter-American System that supports the efforts 
of its Member States to achieve agricultural development and rural well-being. The Institute 
promotes hemispheric cooperation aimed at achieving a more competitive, inclusive and 
sustainable agricultural sector, capable of feeding the region and the world. 

 
IICA works together with its member countries to identify their needs and demands for 

technical cooperation, in order to provide the most appropriate responses to these 
demands through knowledge management led by its specialized technical experts, in 
coordination with hemispheric programs and the participation of partner institutions and 
professional networks of recognized prestige. 

 
The Institute's operations are aimed at the implementation of three strategic technical 

cooperation actions: 
● Support the strengthening and transformation of agri-food systems, in accordance 

with the mandate of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture expressed in resolution 
531, in which it endorses the 16 messages presented by the Americas at the United 
Nations Food Systems Summit of 2021. 

● Provide tools and inputs that contribute to the formulation of a new generation of 
public policies aimed at recognizing the contribution of agriculture in agri-food 
systems and in solving the climate crisis, as well as addressing science and 
innovation issues, placing agricultural and livestock producers of all contexts and 
scales at the center; and  

● Support the collective action efforts of member countries in areas linked to their 
institutional mandate. 

●  
To this end, the new Medium-Term Plan (MTP) established the creation of a new 

integrating body called the Observatory of Public Policies for the Transformation of Agri-
Food Systems. The Observatory carries out cross-cutting actions in all areas of the MTP, and 
operates in coordination with the Coalition to Build Capacities for the Transformation of 
Agri-Food Systems, whose objective is to mobilize political, social, financial and technical 
support between national, regional and global entities with common and complementary 
objectives, in order to contribute to the development of leadership capabilities, and to the 
promotion and management of innovation, required to foster the evolution of the agri-food 
systems of the Americas. 

 
Furthermore, the programs were adjusted to adequately reflect the emerging issues of 

the new global scenarios and priorities. IICA currently has the following hemispheric 
programs:  
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● Innovation and Bioeconomy 
● Territorial Development and Family Farming 
● International Trade and Regional Integration 
● Agricultural Climate Action and Sustainability 
● Agricultural Health, Safety and Agri-food Quality  
● Digitalization of Agrifood Systems 
● Gender Equality and Youth 
 
The seven programs act in a coordinated manner and with an interdisciplinary 

approach to ensure the provision of articulated responses to the challenges faced by the 
34 Member States of the Institute. 

 
Through these changes, we seek to continue consolidating the vision of an IICA that 

looks outward to the world from the Americas and that, through its network of national 
delegations and its various regional and subregional technical cooperation mechanisms, 
provides member countries with technical cooperation of excellence, offering real solutions 
to the Ministries of Agriculture of the Americas. 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 

6 

 

Why is the bioeconomy a strategic commitment 
for Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC)? 
 

Because the current context requires us to be more competitive, 
sustainable and inclusive. 
 

For more than two decades, LAC has witnessed a decline in its economic growth, 
employment and food security indicators, while the impacts of climate change and the 
deterioration of natural resources have increased. Furthermore, in the last 5 years it has 
suffered the health, humanitarian and economic consequences not only of the coronavirus 
pandemic, but also of the war between Russia and Ukraine (IICA, et al. 2023, UN 2023).  

 
With respect to agri-food systems, the situation is similar. Although agriculture in LAC 

has shown leadership and prominence in several international markets, within the countries 
and territories there continue to be large gaps in terms of efficiency and productivity (value 
addition, yields, losses and waste), social inclusion (opportunities in the rural territories) and 
environmental sustainability (emissions, pollution, impact on natural resources and climate 
vulnerability).  

 
To respond to these economic, social and environmental needs, LAC must urgently 

build a productive model to promote the competitiveness of its industries (generating new 
jobs and income, especially in rural territories), while contributing to compliance with the 
decarbonization and environmental resilience goals.  

 
llustration 1. Contributions of the bioeconomy to the strengthening and 

transformation of agri-food systems in LAC. 

 
Source: Developed based on Trigo et al. 2023. 
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Because the bioeconomy allows us to harness the comparative 
advantages within a new productive model. 
 

The bioeconomy is internationally defined as “the production, utilization and 
conservation of biological resources, including related knowledge, science, 
technology, and innovation, to provide information, products, processes and services 
across all economic sectors aiming toward a sustainable economy” (Office of the 
Bioeconomy Council, 2018). In more practical and operational terms, as explained in 
detail in IICA et al (2023), the bioeconomy can be understood as: 

 
A technical-productive approach that starts by leveraging new technical-

scientific developments, as well as the convergence between biology, chemistry, 
engineering, physics, information and communication technologies (ICT), artificial 
intelligence (AI), etc., to maximize the value of biomass (agriculture, forests, livestock, 
fishing, waste, etc.) and biological principles (photosynthesis, fermentation, 
digestion, pigmentation, etc.) in the production of new bioproducts and bioservices 
intended not only for the agricultural and food industry (as LAC has historically done), 
but also to other industries with high added value and accelerated growth in national 
and international markets (such as the industries related to energy, cosmetics, 
medicine, chemistry, construction, fashion, tourism, remediation, environmental 
services, etc.). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Illustration 2. Pathways and practices of the bioeconomy in LAC1. 

 
1 The information included in this table is based on the review and adjustment of the bioeconomy 

pathways developed by Chavarría et al. (2019). appearing in table 1: Pathways to leverage the 
bioeconomy. 
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Source: Chavarría, et al. (2019). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although it was in Europe almost 40 years ago where the conceptual and political 

approaches to the bioeconomy emerged, it is in LAC that has the greatest comparative 
advantages for its use.  

 
Illustration 3. Strengths of LAC in the promotion and leveraging of the bioeconomy. 
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Source: Created based on ECLAC et al. 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IICA’s proposal to promote the use of the 
bioeconomy in LAC 
 

The bioeconomy of LAC has matured significantly since the implementation of the 
2018-2022 MTP. Today, not only is the discussion on bioeconomy more positioned on the 
agenda of decision-makers, but also several countries in the region are advancing in their 
public policy management processes. In addition, various public and private initiatives 
promote scientific and productive advances in the main pathways of the bioeconomy. 



 
 
 
 
 

10 

 

 
This progress in the discussions and initiatives related to the bioeconomy in LAC also 

requires greater maturity in the approach of the program developed by the Institute, in 
terms of 1) the inclusion of innovation as a strategic line, in which the capacities of the 
countries to leverage the new frontier of science, technology and innovation will be one of 
the central elements to promote new industries of bioproducts and bioservices; and 2) the 
strategic areas of work, specifically in the field of bioeconomy. 

 
Although it is still necessary to persuade and raise awareness of the potential of the 

bioeconomy in favor of development, today the greatest challenge for LAC in this regard is 
to utilize and consolidate the efforts already undertaken, by leveraging its comparative 
advantages with respect to other regions. Significant progress has been made in the early 
stages and it is time to materialize them in the form of policies, projects and high-impact 
investments, for which the objectives and strategic work areas have been redefined in the 
2022-2026 MTP. 

 
The Innovation and Bioeconomy Program will have the following new objectives (IICA 

2022): 
 
● Position the potential of the bioeconomy in discussions and the main regional and 

international technical-political forums through the generation and dissemination 
of information, analysis and evidence. 

● Strengthen general and specific capacities in key areas for the development of the 
bioeconomy. 

● At the national and international levels, support the design of policies, standards and 
regulations that reflect the characteristics and needs of the different sectors of the 
bioeconomy. 

● Develop tools, provide direct technical support and promote south-south 
cooperation and the establishment of regional networks of knowledge, good 
practices and lessons learned on the formulation, implementation and evaluation 
of public policies, institutions and instruments to strengthen ties with the markets. 

● Support the management of support services and investment projects for the 
promotion of bioenterprises. 

● Strengthen capacities in research, development and innovation (R&D&I) so that 
countries can benefit from the new frontier of science, technology and innovation 
(STI) in the bioeconomy, in order to increase efficiency, sustainability and inclusion 
in agri-food systems. 

 
To meet these objectives, the Innovation and Bioeconomy Program has been 

structured around 5 thematic pillars (see illustration 4) and 6 action lines: 
 

Illustration 4. Thematic pillars of the Innovation and Bioeconomy Program. 
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Action lines:  
 

In each of the thematic pillars, the Innovation and Bioeconomy Program will work 
together with partners and allies in the following 6 action lines: 
 

Knowledge management regarding the opportunities 
that the bioeconomy can offer to agri-food systems and 
rural territories.  
 

To truly take advantage of the productive, industrial and commercial opportunities 
offered by the bioeconomy, it is essential to demonstrate its potential and persuade public 
policymakers, donors, researchers, academics, producers, industrialists, traders and 
consumers.  

 
To this end, the Program will continue to produce evidence (research, technical and 

thesis studies) on the demonstrated results of bioeconomy practices in terms of 
profitability, increased income, generation of new social opportunities (new jobs, 
opportunities for youth and women, etc.), decarbonization, environmental resilience, etc. In 
order to convince people, it is essential to add numbers to the evidence. Furthermore, 
materials will be generated and shared (working documents, brochures, infographics, 
videos, etc.) to communicate the message in a simple and easy way to authorities and 
technical staff of public institutions related to the topic, civil society, private companies. and 
partner organizations. Spaces will also be created for analysis and discussion about the 
potential of the bioeconomy and the requirements for its use (seminars, forums, workshops, 
etc.). 
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Strengthening technical, managerial and organizational 
capacities for the promotion and use of the bioeconomy.  

 
The promotion of a new production model focused on the efficient and sustainable use 

and industrialization of biological resources requires a new generation of capabilities at all 
levels. 

 
Value chain actors will need to acquire the capabilities to manage these new 

processes, which are generally much more knowledge-intensive than conventional 
approaches. In most bioeconomy practices, the success of technological innovation will 
depend on the skills in biological sciences and the level of training of human resources in 
the different stages of production, transformation or commercialization to understand and 
manage the intrinsic dynamics of the biological processes.   

 
With this conviction, together with academic institutions in the region, we will continue 

to promote the creation and strengthening of capacity development programs at all levels, 
mainly through self-managed virtual courses aimed at all audiences, diploma programs to 
strengthen specific capacities of technical staff, academic or managerial courses, formal 
university courses (undergraduate, graduate or post-graduate programs) and 
specialization courses where, in addition to delving into bioeconomy issues, theoretical and 
methodological knowledge is applied in the field. 

 
Furthermore, to maximize the productive use of biological resources and principles, new 

organizational modalities are required that allow more efficient and equitable access to 
these resources and their utilization, as well as to the benefits obtained from them. In order 
to improve participation in these new dynamics, formal education will be provided to 
strengthen the capacities of stakeholders in rural and business agricultural extension, social 
communication, decision making and governance of the territories and chains, among 
others. 

Support for the formulation and implementation of 
strategies, policies, standards and regulations for the 
promotion of the bioeconomy.  

 
Similarly to other economic turning points, the transition towards a new productive 

model based on the bioeconomy requires that scientific-technological advances be 
accompanied by regulatory and political frameworks, as well as market approaches and 
inclusive mechanisms that generate incentives for economic agents to make the decision 
to use knowledge about biological resources, processes and principles more efficiently and 
sustainably in their production, transformation and marketing models. 
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In this sense, the Program will support the countries of the region in the formulation and 

implementation of:  
a) national or regional strategies and policies dedicated to the bioeconomy that 

become strategic roadmaps and promote alignment and synergies between 
investment policy instruments and decisions of public-private actors;  

b) regulatory and normative frameworks in the pathways of the bioeconomy (biofuels, 
biotechnology, bioinputs, bioentrepreneurship, etc.) that not only promote their 
production, commercialization and consumption, but also ensure advances within 
a framework of sustainability and security;  

c) instruments aimed at promoting the creation or growth of markets for bioeconomy 
products, such as incentives in public procurement systems, labeling and standards 
programs, as well as market regulation and transparency mechanisms, etc.; and  

d) economic, financial and fiscal support services to strengthen the value chains of the 
bioeconomy, such as financing systems, tax credits, investment funds, support 
programs, etc. 

 
Promotion of investments, businesses and ventures in the 
bioeconomy.  

 
Bioeconomic businesses and ventures are one of the most tangible and relevant 

expressions through which the different practices of the bioeconomy are transformed into 
new bioproducts and bioservices established in the markets. This type of biobusiness 
increases cascade value addition and converts waste into inputs for the production of 
bioproducts and bioservices, which in turn drives the creation of new biological industries 
in agricultural and rural territories. In addition, they target national and international 
markets with annual growth rates that multiply up to seven times the growth of traditional 
agriculture (organic product markets for the industries that produce food, chemicals, 
energy, cosmetics, construction, textile products, etc.) (Betancur et al. 2018, FAO 2018). 

 
With the aim of promoting new businesses and ventures in the bioeconomy, three 

action pillars have been defined:  
 
● Awareness raising. We will work together with other partners and allies to increase 

knowledge and conviction about the opportunities and market requirements for 
bioproducts and bioservices, for which we will support research on the commercial 
potential of new bioproducts. This will include the organization of forums for dialogue 
and discussion with the stakeholders (public and private sector, researchers, 
academia, etc.) and case studies to demonstrate the economic, social and 
environmental results of the different initiatives. 
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● Training. The technical, organizational and business capabilities of bioeconomy 
entrepreneurs will be strengthened, especially in preliminary and incubation stages 
(support in the generation of ideas, modeling and formulation of business plans). 
For this, we will work together with academic, business and scientific institutions and 
international cooperation organizations. 

● Outreach. One of the main tasks of the Program will be to promote the creation or 
strengthening of links and synergies between researchers, entrepreneurs and other 
stakeholders in the entrepreneurial ecosystem (incubators, accelerators, expansion 
centers, investment funds, actors in national and international markets, etc.). 

 

BOX 1 

Coordination center for bioeconomy innovation 
and ventures. 

 
To meet the proposed objectives, together with various partners and allies, the 

Innovation and Bioeconomy Program has built a tool called Hub for Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship based on the bioeconomy. This is a web platform that offers various 
support services to researchers and entrepreneurs, depending on the stage of maturity of 
the biobusiness. Its main sections are: 1) virtual courses (most of which are free to access) 
specialized in entrepreneurship, developed by IICA, universities and international 
cooperation institutions; 2) support services for the strengthening of bioentrepreneurship, 
offered by the Institute and the international entrepreneurship ecosystem (incubation, 
acceleration and expansion programs, availability of resources for financing, etc.); and 3) 
systematization of business cases (most of them successful) that serve as motivation and 
as a reference for the process to be followed by potential or developing bioentrepreneurs. 

In addition to making available the products and services generated by IICA for the 
promotion of bioeconomy innovations and ventures, the hub is a means to strengthen 
relationships between actors in the regional ecosystem. For more information, visit: 
https://bio-emprender.iica.int.  

 

 
Positioning of LAC in the main global bioeconomy forums 
and promotion of regional networks for south-south 
cooperation.  

 

https://bio-emprender.iica.int/
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Considering the biological and productive potential of LAC to benefit from the 
bioeconomy, the region must have greater and better participation (even a central role) in 
the discussions and decisions made in the main technical, political and financial spaces of 
the bioeconomy in the world. In these forums, good practices and lessons learned in terms 
of policies, business and innovations for the bioeconomy are shared and agreements are 
reached on the main cooperation projects and investments to be executed for their 
promotion. 

 
Likewise, considering that a large part of the needs, challenges and opportunities in the 

field of bioeconomy are shared, LAC must advance in the creation and maturation of 
regional spaces for south-south cooperation, which allow not only knowledge 
management and learning, but also joint construction. To position the bioeconomy as a 
model of productive-commercial development in LAC, these regional spaces must create 
synergies between all public-private actors, academia and international organizations 
related to the management of public policies, research and development (R&D). and 
investment projects. 

 
Due to the above, the Program will continue working on: 1) promoting more spaces to 

better position the region and countries in the global discussion on bioeconomy and its 
paths; 2) strengthening the capacities of the countries' decision-makers, technicians and 
negotiators so that they have greater and better participation and even become 
protagonists in the discussions and negotiations; 3) fostering the creation and 
development of networks, coalitions and alliances between the actors that influence the 
policies, R&D, investments and businesses of the bioeconomy in LAC. 
 

Strengthening national capacities to take advantage of 
knowledge and new STI of the bioeconomy.  

 
A greater use of biological resources, processes and principles in the development of 

new bioproducts and bioservices will only be possible using new knowledge, science, 
technologies and information. While it is true that, in the long term, the greatest potential 
will be found in advances in the biological sciences, chemistry, physics, AI and ICT (through 
which there will be improved varieties and new ways of using biomass), in the short and 
medium terms it will be possible to take greater advantage of conventional technology and 
ancestral knowledge. This implies working in a possible scenario of technological 
“hybridization”, where traditional technologies and new sciences and technologies are 
intertwined to develop more efficient, profitable and environmentally friendly production-
industrialization models. In order to achieve these multiple objectives, it is essential to 
generate greater and more precise knowledge to manage the transformation processes of 
resources such as water, nutrients and solar energy into biomass susceptible to exploitation 
by man through biological entities. Moving towards this objective will require increasing and 
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reorienting investments in R&D, as well as promoting the adoption and use of scientific 
results among the actors in the productive and industrial chains. 

 
To this end, through the Innovation and Bioeconomy Program, support will be provided 

to countries in: 1) raising awareness and conviction regarding the contribution of the 
bioeconomy to the transformation of agri-food systems; 2) strengthening the technical, 
human and financial capacities of national R&D institutions in STI of the bioeconomy; 3) the 
development of strategic R&D agendas for the bioeconomy; 4) the establishment or 
consolidation of networks and consortia for R&D&I of the bioeconomy; and 5) strengthening 
the ecosystem for incubation, expansion and acceleration of bioeconomy innovations for 
agri-food systems. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Box 2  

Innovation as the cornerstone for strengthening and 
transforming agri-food systems. 
 
 Strengthening and transforming LAC agri-food systems so that they are more 
competitive, sustainable and inclusive involves the joint establishment of new 
economic-social processes and relationships in all links of production, 
transformation, industrialization, marketing and consumption. According to new 
definitions, this is what innovation consists of. 
 
According to IICA (2019): 

 
Innovation in agriculture is the implementation, for the first time in a specific 
context, of a new or improved product or process, in order to create positive 
changes that make it possible to satisfy needs, meet challenges or take 
advantage of opportunities. Innovations may be of a technological, social, 
organizational and/or institutional nature. There are also innovations in products 
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and processes, such as the following: i) goods that are produced (for example, 
polymers for industry) or services that are provided (for example, ecosystem 
services); ii) Processes: ways and means of producing, providing services, 
marketing, organizing, associating with others, etc. Digitalization is an example. 

 
Science and technology constitute a central element of innovation; however, this also 

includes changes in processes and relationships of a social, organizational, commercial, 
institutional nature.  
 

Given that the multidimensional and comprehensive nature of innovation greatly 
exceeds the tasks of the Innovation and Bioeconomy Program, within the Institute the issue 
of innovation will be managed directly from the Directorate of Technical Cooperation (DCT), 
to promote joint work and synergies between programs and cooperation mechanisms. 

 
In addition to carrying out work together with the other DCT programs, the Innovation 

and Bioeconomy Program will be specifically responsible for promoting the generation, 
incubation, acceleration and expansion of technical-scientific advances and bioeconomy 
innovations in value chains. and rural territories. Another document will include details of 
the conceptual and methodological approaches to innovation in agri-food systems and 
present IICA's technical cooperation proposal on this topic. 

 
 

Work dynamics and links of the Program 
 
Fully leveraging the bioeconomy as a productive model and strategy to strengthen and 
transform LAC's agri-food systems is a task that exceeds our capabilities, hence we must 
work as a team and generate synergies. In this regard, the Innovation and Bioeconomy 
Program strongly encourages joint work and strong ties among stakeholders. 
 
With the other DCT programs, we work on developing conceptual and methodological 
approaches that serve as public goods to analyze and promote the relationships between 
the topics of bioeconomy and rural territories, environmental sustainability, climate change, 
international trade, digital agriculture, gender equity and youth. 
 
Together with the other Directorates at Headquarters and the Delegations of the Institute 
in the countries, as well as with various partners and allies, the Innovation and Bioeconomy 
Program works on the formulation and implementation of projects through which concrete 
actions are undertaken on the ground for knowledge management, capacity building, 
promotion of public policies and regulations and promotion of investment projects for the 
region's bioeconomy value chains.   
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Furthermore, the Program contributes to the important efforts made in two cross-cutting 
initiatives of IICA's technical cooperation: a) the Observatory of Public Policies for Agri-Food 
Systems, which serves as a repository and space for systematization and discussion of the 
public bioeconomy policies in LAC, in order to identify and leverage the knowledge 
generated, good practices and lessons learned; and b) the Leadership School for the 
Transformation of Agri-Food Systems of the Americas, which brings together the efforts of 
the Institute and other partner entities for capacity building and promotion of leadership in 
the bioeconomy for the transformation of the agri-food systems of the region.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOX 3 
 

Networks and coalitions for the advancement of the 
bioeconomy within the framework of a continental 
alliance.  
 

Aware of the need and urgency to unite the efforts of governments, civil society and 
international organizations, IICA is committed to promoting the Continental Alliance for 
Food Security and Sustainable Development in the Americas. At the express request of the 
ministerial delegates who attended the Executive Committee meeting in 2023, the Institute 
will promote consensus, shared work agendas, networks and alliances between the main 
regional and national leaders on the most significant issues for transformation (including 
actions and financing to face climate change and develop science, technology, innovation 
and digital agriculture, bioeconomy, productive, economic and social inclusion of family 
farming, equity and equality, the “One Health” approach and international trade, among 
others). 
 

Within the framework of the Continental Alliance for Food Security and Sustainable 
Development of the Americas, together with various partners and allies, 3 specific initiatives 
have been promoted in the Innovation and Bioeconomy Program:  
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The Latin American Bioeconomy Network. This network emerges as a space for 

dialogue, discussion and joint construction for the main national, regional and international 
leaders that promote capacity building efforts, public policies and investment projects for 
the bioeconomy in LAC. Its work priorities are: 1) the determination of metrics for the 
bioeconomy, 2) the governance of regional, national and local bioeconomies, 3) the 
positioning of the bioeconomy in regional and international decision-making spaces, 4) 
awareness and communication regarding the potential and risks of the bioeconomy, 5) the 
acceleration and expansion of bioeconomy solutions (bioenterprises) and 6) the creation 
of bioeconomy approaches. IICA acts as the technical and executive secretariat of the 
Network.  
 

Pan-American Liquid Biofuels Coalition (CPBIO). Made up of the main business 
and industrial associations of the Americas dedicated to the production and processing of 
sugar, alcohol, corn, sorghum, soybeans, vegetable oil and grains, among other products of 
the agricultural sector. The CPBIO, created in 2023 during the Pan American Liquid Biofuels 
Summit organized in Costa Rica by the Institute, aims to coordinate the sustainable 
production, promotion and consumption of liquid biofuels throughout the hemisphere. IICA 
acts as the Technical Secretariat of this coalition. 
   

Pan-American Bioinputs Forum. This collaborative space between LAC countries and 
institutions, oriented towards strengthening the subsector, arose from the need to address 
important gaps and challenges around normative and regulatory issues, production 
processes, and research and financing through an integrated approach. This platform, 
whose creation was proposed during the Pan American Bioinputs Forum organized in 2023 
in Panama by the Institute, FONTAGRO, the Inter-American Development Bank and the 
European Union, promotes joint work aimed at strengthening, developing and promoting 
better use of these products of biological origin. 
 
 

IICA's experience in promoting the bioeconomy 
in LAC 

 
As mentioned above, over the last 6 years the Bioeconomy and Productive 

Development Program (name of the Innovation and Bioeconomy Program in the previous 
MTP) worked together with important partners and allies to promote the bioeconomy vision, 
policies and investments in LAC. These efforts of the Institute, combined with various 
initiatives promoted by countries and other cooperation organizations, have allowed the 
region's bioeconomy to reach a greater degree of maturity. As an example, illustration 5 
presents some results of the technical cooperation actions carried out by the Innovation 
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and Bioeconomy Program during 2022 and the first half of 2023, which reflect the impact 
achieved. 
 

Illustration 5. Results of the actions to promote the bioeconomy in LAC carried out by 
IICA during 2020 and the first half of 2023. 

 

 
 

 
Among the actions carried out, it is worth highlighting the preparation of technical 

documents, case studies and other informative materials, as well as the organization of 
virtual and in-person events and participation in them, with the objective of sharing and 
discussing the vision of the Institute to fully leverage the potential of the bioeconomy in LAC. 
This has been the case since the beginning of the Program, and being a new topic for the 
majority, there remains an interest on the part of decision makers, businesses, producers, 
academics and students in knowing more about the potential of this new model of 
productive development. 

 
Likewise, great efforts have been devoted to capacity building. Together with various 

partners and allies, programs have been designed in hybrid learning formats that allow us 
to reach the target groups of the bioeconomy (many of which are located in rural 
territories). During the last year, a specialized postgraduate program was organized in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Education of the Argentine Republic, together with a 
diploma in bioeconomy for the coffee chain, carried out with the Technological University of 
Pereira in Colombia. There has also been a strong push to develop capabilities in 
biotechnology, biosafety, biofuels, biobusinesses and bioentrepreneurship. 

 
Supporting countries in the formulation and implementation of strategies, public 

policies and regulatory frameworks for the promotion of the bioeconomy and its pathways 
has also been a priority of the Program. Guides, methodologies and training courses have 
been designed, while on-the-ground assistance has been provided to carry out 
management processes in Argentina, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico and 
Paraguay, among other countries. Finally, the Program has worked hard to achieve better 
participation and positioning of LAC in the main global bioeconomy forums. In recent years, 
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important results have been achieved, such as the central role given to the region in the 
World Bioeconomy Council, the organization of a side event during the 2022 Conference of 
the Parties, the co-organization of the 27th Conference of the International Consortium for 
Applied Bioeconomy Research in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and the organization of the 
Aviation Biofuels Summit, among other events with significant Latin American participation. 

  
More details on the main technical cooperation products generated by the Innovation 

and Bioeconomy Program can be found at: https://bit.ly/3Phc2Wa.  
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